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GOVERNMENT OF iENQAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

His Excellency Colonel the Right Hon’ble Sir Fuancis STimjtf 
Jackson, p.c., g.c.i.b. 


MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCD.. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saitid Nawab Ali CuAnoBCJKi, Khan 
Bahadur, c.i.e., of Dhanbari, in charge of the following port* 
folios : — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

5. Forests. 

6. Irrigation. 

7. Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise). 

8. Registration. 


The Hon’ble Ml. A. N. Moberly, c.i.E., i.c.s., in charge of the 
following portfolios: — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Eccleeiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 

and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

6. Judicial. 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. Mass, c.i.s., i.c.s., in charge of the Mlowing 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Bevenae. 

3. Commerce and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

5. European Education. 

6. Education. 

7. Excise. 

8. Public Works. 

The HotPble Sir Psovash Chijndes Mittes, kt., c.i.e., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails. 

6. Legislative. 

6. Local Self-Government. 



OOyBBNMENT OF BENGAL. 
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FBINOIPAL OFFICEBS of the BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 


PaSSIDEMT. 

The Hon’ble Baja Manmatra Nath Kay CHArDHxrit, of Saniodu 


Deputy PsEsissirr. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Euaduddin Abhxd, b.l. 


Panel of Chairmen for the ThiHy-lIrtt Seision. 

1. Maharaja Shashi Kanta Achabjya CHAumauai, of Mukta^ 

gacha, Mymensingh. 

2. Dr. Sir Beta Psosad Sarbadhikari, kt., c.i.b., c.b.i. 

3. Mr. W, L. Travers, c.i.e., o.b.e. 

4. Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhubi. 


Secretary to the Council — J. Bartley, i.c.s. 

Aaeietant Secretaries to the Council — A. M. Hutchisok and K. N* 
Majuhdar. 

Regiitrar to the Council— J. W. McKay. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MCMBCIIS. 

A 

Aclimrjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shaahi Eanta, of Muktagaoha, Myman* 
dngh. (Dacca TJaiveraity.) 

Addams-Williams, Mr. C., c.i.e. (Nominated Official) — Since resigned. 
Afsal, Maulvi Syed Mahamnd. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 
Ahamad, Maulvi Asimuddin. [Tippera South (Muhammadan).] 
Ahamad, Maulvi Easiruddin. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan).] 
^Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. [Rajshahi South 
(Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Nausher. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altai. [Bogra (Muhammadan).] 

Atiqullah, Mr. Syed Muhammad. [Mymensingh East (Muhamma- 
dan).] 


B 

Bagchi, Babu Romes Chandra. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Kader, b.l. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Babu Promotha Nath. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Banerjee, Mr. A. C. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bannerjee, Babu Jitendralal. [Birbhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Basu, Babu Sasi Sekhar. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Basu, Mr. P. C. [Burdwan South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Basu, Mr. Sarat C. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Biswas, Babu Surendra Nath. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Blair, Mr. J. R. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose, Babu Bejoy Krishna. [Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bose, Mr. S. C. (Calcutta University.) 

Bose, Mr. Subhas Chandra. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

C 

OasseUs, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Chakrahurtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Rangpur East (Non-Muhamma- 
d*a).] 

* Deputj PresMeat, Beofsl Legislathre Coaneil. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Cbakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non-MvkanulljiK 
dan).] 

Chakra vaHi, Mr. Byomkes. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Chatterjee, Srijut Bijaj Kumar. [Bankura West (Non*Muhamma- 
dan).} 

Chaudhori, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizar Rahman. (Nominated 
Non-official.) t 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Nurul Huq. [Noakhali East (Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranatb. [24-Parganas Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] ^ 

Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadmr Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan 
Bahadur, c.i.e., of Bhanbari. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Choudhury, Maulvi Golam Mawla. [Faridpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Choudhury, Maulvi Khorshed Alam. [Bakarganj North (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Clark, Mr. I. A. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 


D 

Bas Gupta, Br. J. M. [Calcutta Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Bash, Mr. A. J. (Nominated Official.) 

Batta, Babu Akhil Chandra. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Batta, Babu Amulya Chandra. [Hooghly Muncipal (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Brummond, Mr. J. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Butt, Babu Saral Kumar. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muhammadan).] 


E 

Eddis, Mr. A. McD. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 


F 


Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. [Tippera North (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
Fyfe, Mr. J. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

0 


Ganguly, Babu Kbagendra Nath. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Ohoee, Babu Amarendra Nath. [M3rmensingh West (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).^ 



ALFHABETIGAL 1I8T OF MElfBEBS. 




GIUNle, Mr. M. C. (Nominated Official.) 

GiMih Manlik, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. [Noakhali (Non*Mukamma^ 
dan).} 

Ghnanavi, Alhadji Sir Abdalkerim, mr. [Mymensinffb Sonth-Weet 
(Mnhaminadan).] 

Oilchrint, Mr. R. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Goenka» Rai Bahadur Badridas, c.i.e. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 
Gofran, Maulri Abdul. [Noakhali West (Muhammadan).] 

Gordon, Mr. A. D. (Indian Tea Association.) 

Guha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [Dacca City (Non-Muhammadan).} 
Gurrier, Mr. (’. W, (Nominated Official.) 


H 

Habibuila, Nawab Khwaja. [Dacca City (Muhammadan), j 
Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azisul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Himatsingskn, Babu Prabhu Doyal. [Calcutta West (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Hogg, Mr. G. P, (Nominated Official.) 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S., c.i.e., o.d.e. (Nominated Official.) 

Hoque, Kazi Emdadul. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Hosain, Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bahadur. 

[Malda cttm Jalpaiguri (Muhammadan).] 

Husain, Maulvi Latafat, (Nominated Non-official.) 

Husain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Syed Maqbul. [Chittagong North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul. [Murshidabnd (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Hu(|, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul. [Dacca Kant Kurul (Muhammadan).] 


I 

Ismail, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad. [Mymensingh Central 
(Muhammadan). ] 
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Jenkins, Dr. W. A. (Nominated Official) — Since resigned. 


K 

Karini, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).} 
Saaem, Maulvi Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan).) 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MElfBEES. 


Kkan, Babu Debendra Lai. [Midnapare North (Non-Muhammadaii)*] 
Ehan, Khan Sahib Maulri Muazjsam Ali. [Fabna (Mahamraadaii).] 
Khan, Matilvi Tamizuddin. [Faridpur North (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Hr. Bazaur Rahman. [Dacca East Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Ehan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali. [Rajshahi North (Muhamma* 
dan).] 


L 

Laird, Mr. R. B. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
Lala, Babu Saroda Eripa. (Chittagong Landholders.) 
Lamb, Mr. T. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 


M 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Haiti, Babu Mahendra Nath. [Midnapore South-East (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Marr, the Hon’ble Mr. A., c.i.e. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Martin, Mr. 0. S. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mazumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath, c.i.e. [Jessore North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

McCluskie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mitter, Rai Bahadur Manmatha Nath. (Presidency Landholders.) 

Mitter, the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder, kt., c.i.e. (Member, 
Executive Council.) 

Moberly, the Hon’hle Mr. A. N., c.i.e. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Moitra, Sri jut Jogendra Nath. [Bogi’a aim Pabna (Non-Muhamma- 
daiO.] 

Mukerjea, Srijut Tarakiiath, [Hooghly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Mukerji, Mr. S. C, (Nominated Non-official.) 


N 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. [Murshidabad I'Non-Mubam- 
madan).] 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-Parganas Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Naiimuddin, Mr. Kbwaja, c.i.e. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 


0 

Ordieb, Mr. J. £. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 
Ormond, Mr. E. C. [Burdwan and Presidency (European).] 
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P 

^al Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit. [Nadia /Nou^MuKammadan).] 

Philip, Mr. J. Y. (Bengal Chamber of Commerre.) 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajan Sabha.) 

Prentice, Mr. W. D. R., c.i.E. (Nominated Official) — Since resigned. 


R 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur, k.c.s.i. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Maulvi Acizur. [Mymensingh North-West (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Maulvi Shamsur. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [24-Pargana8 Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rauf, Maulvi Syed Abdur. [Jessore North (Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan. [Rangpur West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Surendra Nath. [24-Pargana8 Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] * 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Maharaja Jogindra Nath, of Nator. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 
Ray, Srijut Radha Gobinda. [Bnnkura East (Non-Muhnnimadan).] 
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

•Ray Chaudhuri, the Hon'ble Raja Manmatha Nath, of Sanlosh. 
(Dacca Landholders.) 

Rose, Mr. G. F. (Indian Tiite Mills Association.) 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhaininadan).] 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. [24-Pargana.s Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Roy, Mr. D. N., Bar.-at-Law. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhommadan).] 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Muhammadan). ] 


• 

Sanyal, Babu Sachindra Narayan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sarbadhikari, Dr. Sir Deva Prosad, kt., c.i.e., c.b.e. (Nominated 
Non-officdai.) 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. [Mymensingh East (Non-Muhainma- 
daa).] 


Frsiident of tho Bengal Lagiaiattva Oooacfl. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Barker, Bai Sahib Bebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-offieial.) 

Sattar, £han Bahadur Abdus. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).} 

Sattar, Mr. Abdool Barak Hajee Abdool. [Hooghlj cum Hownih 
Municipal (Muhammadan).] 

Sen, Mr. Satish Chandra (Bengal National Chamber of Commarea.) 

Sen, Srijut Nagendra Nath. [Ehulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M. [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Shah, Mr. Gholam Hossain. [24-Parganag Municipal (Mnhamma- 
dan).] 

Sinlia, Baja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) 

Solaiman, MauWi Muhammad. [Barrackpore Municipal (Muhamma* 
dan).] 

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. (Nominated Official.) 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 


T 

Tate, Major-General Godfrey, m.b., k.h.s^, i.ii.s. (Nominated Official.) 
Thomas, Mr. H. W. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Travers, Mr. W. L., c.i.b., o.b.k. [Rajshahi (European).] 

Twynam, Mr. H. J. (^Nominated Official.) 


W 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. [Presidency .and Burdwan (European),] 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(OflloitI Rafiort of Hie Tiiirty4lrtt t ee ii i n. ) 

Volume XXXI— 3. 

Proeeetfiiige of the Bengal LegieMive CounoH eeeemliled uiuier tlie 
provieions of the Oovommenl of India AoL 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Saturday, the 16th Mandi, 1929, at 10-30 a.m. 


The Hon’ble the President (the Hon’ble Raja Manmatha 
Ray Chaudhuhi, of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, and 92 nominated and elected members. 

Oath. 

The following member made an oath of his allegiance to the Crown ; — 
Mr. C. Addams-Williams, c.t.k. 


Starrod Q u oa tion i 

(to which oral answori wort given). 

SidHrogiitry ofiloo at Chandina in Tippora. 

Mnulvi A8IMUDDIN AHANADs (a) Will the Hon bW 

Member in charge of the Department of Education (Registration) be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the sub-registry office at 
Chandina in the district of Tippera is going to be abolished P 

(b) Is it a fact that a new sub-registry office is going to be estab- 
lished at Galimpur in the police-station Chandina? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Ron'ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state the reason why Galimpur was selected for the 
new office? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that Galimpur is situated at the 
south-east comer of the police-station Chandina and is only half a 
mile off from Laksain |>olice-station jurisdiction? 



14 QUESTIONS. [16th Mae. 

(e) Is it a fact that the people of Banira Baiar have applied for 
a sub-registry office f 

(/) Is it a fact that they were also prepared to hand over a build- 
ing for the said office? 

(g) If the answers to (e) and (/) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state why Barura Basar was not selected 
for the new sub-registry office? 

MEMBER in ehargi of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (REGIS- 
TRATION) (tho Hon’bia Nmnb Bohoiiiir Saiyid Nmrab Ali OhoiMitiuri, 
Khan Bahadur, of DhantMrl): (a) and (h) There is no proposal before 
Government for tKe abolition of the Chandina Sub-Registry Office in the 
district of Tippera or for the establishment of a new office at Galimpur. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 

(e) and (f) There is no such information before Government. 

(g) Does not arise. 

Conatitution of a subdivision at Nawabganj, 

^64. Babu R0ME8 CHANDRA BAGCHI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Depjii'tment be ple^^8ed to stiUe 
whether it is a fact that the Commissioners of the Nawabganj Muni- 
ciptility in the district of Malda by their resolution passed at meetings 
he*ld on 26th September, 1927 and 29th October, 1^7, sent proposals 
U> the Government through the CommiHHioner, Rajshahi Division, for 
constituting a sulxlivision at Nawal>ganj with jurisdiction over the 
thanas of Nawabganj, Gcmastapur, Nachole and Sibganj of the Malda« 
distnct together with [)ortion8 of the thanas of Godagari, Tanar and 
Niamatpur of the Rajshahi district as specifie<l in the resolutions 
referred to? 

(b) Is it a fact that there is an alternative proposal before the 
Government of constituting a subdivision at Nawnbganj with portions 
of the diara area of the district of Murshidabad added to the areas 
mentioned in the said resolutions? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Meml)er be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment have considered those projxvsals? 

(d) If so, what decision, if any, has Wen arrived at in the matter? 

MEMBER in olMUPgE of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tlio HofPMo 
Mr. A. N. MobOfiy): (a) Government have no information. No such 
propoeals have been received by Government. 

(6) No. 

(c) and (^0 Do not axiee. 



mi 



IfttDiber in charge of the Department of Education be pleaeed to state 
whether it is a fact that the Jagannnth Intermediate College of D»ioca 
receives from Qovemment a monthly aid of lie. 4,006 only? 


(6) Will the Hon* We Member be jdeased to state whether there 
is any other private college in Bengal (intermediate or first grade> 
which is in receipt of a similar grant-in-aid from the Government? 


(c) Is it a fact that the College is now being run at a deficit? 


(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon* We Member 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the amount of deficit 
each year during the last five years ? 

(s) Has there been a steady reduction in the number of students 
on the roll of the College during the last five years? 

(/) What was the strength of the teaching staff and the roll-strength 
of the College in 1924-25 P 

(ff) What are the figures for the present year? 

(h) Will the Hon 'We Member l)e pleased to state whether the 
Qovemment exercise any effective sui>ervision over the exj)enditure 
of the College? 

(i) If so, by what means is such sujiervision exercised? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Hon'blo Mr. A. Marr): (a) Yes. 

(Ij) No. 

(r) Yes, siiite 1925-26. 

(d) The amounts of deficit are shown below: — 



Rs. 

1925-26 

.. 1,859 

1926-27 

... 5,919 

1927-28 

... 11,988 

(e) The figures are: — 


192.3-24 

863 

1924-25 

871 

1925-26 

800 

1926-27 

617 

1927-28 

541 


(/) Stmigih of the teaching staff 44 and roll-strength 87 L, 



QUESTIOirS. [16th Mja. 

(g) Stren^h of the teaching staff 41 and rolUtrength 540. 

(h) Yes. 

(i) By mdlhs of grant£hin*aid paid by Government through the 
Board of Intennedliate and Secondary Education, Dacca, by reason of 
the fact that the Principal of the institution is a Government servant 
-and by means of periodic audit. 

lift dHOCSH CHANDRA QUPTAs With reference to answer to 
(e)t will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reason why this 
steady decrease is taking place? 

Tht HofiriNa Mr. A. MARR: I cannot say. Sir. 

Il*u JITENORALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
-l>e pleaaed to itete whether OoTernment intend making any enquiry P 

Mr. PREBIOENT: That is a request for action. 

BMni dITCNDRALAL BANNERdCC: Sir, I have simply asked, 
-on a matter of fact, whether Government have made any enquiry? 

Mf. PRCCtDENT. I have already decided that the question is 
not permissible. 

BMni dlTENORALAL BANNERdEE: May I rise on a point of 
-order? My point is, when the President gives any order, may we not 
ask for a further enlightenment of that order? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Well, I have made it absolutely clear for any 
; member to understand that your question was merely a veiled request 
for a<'tion. 

Bthtt JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE; May I submit on a point 
of order . 

Mr. PREBIOENT: What is your point of order? 

Babu dITENORALAL BANNERdEE: May I submit before you, 
Sir, that I intended to give my reasons for supporting the proposition 
and that I did not ask for any action? 

Mr. PRESIDENTl That may be your opinion. In my opinion - 
it was a request for actkai, and you could not put that question. 

Babu dlTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: 1 rise on a point of order, 
Sir. Am I not justified In eubmitting . 

Mr. PREBIDHITs That is act a point of order. You are arguing 
:the point. 



QITlSllOirS. 



•4>i Mw JITENDRALAL BANNIMIII Bon’U* 

MfimnW in chnrge of the Department of Educatio||i|^Wpaied f® 
whetiitf the GoTernment received any repreeentM^^Ket yeaf fnisa 
menibexv of tk© Governing* Body of tk© Jagannaw^lJIleg© praying 
for tk© appointment of a coinmitt©© to inquire into tk© affairs of tfco 
(Wlegnf 

(h) If so, wkat actiof kav© tk© Government taken upon tk© same? 

(e) Is it a fact tkat, on reconstitution of tk© Governing Body after 
tk© recmpt of tk© abovementioned representation, tke strength of the 
Governing Body kas been reduced from 13 to 11? 

(d) Is it a fact tkat tke reduction kas been made from tk© Mukant* 
madan representatives of tke^ Governing Body? 

The Hen’bl© Mr. A. MARRt (a) Yes. 

(6) Government did not consider it necessary to toke any aotion 
on it. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Tk© number of Muhammadan representatives on tke Govern- 
ing Biody kas been reduced by one. 

Mr. dOCiSH OHANDRA GUPTAS With reference to answer to 
(6), wUl tke Hon’ble Member be pleased to tell tke House why was it 
that no actaon was thought to be necessary? 

Th© HotPMt Mr. A. MARR: Government did not consider it neces- 
sary to take any action on it. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTAl Will tke Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state tke reason for not taking any action? 

Tha HOfi’M© Mr. A. MARRs I want notice of this question. 


•lit© iohilaiitlip© for stuffy ©uMff© InMt. 

••I. Miitlvi TAWIUOOIN KMANs (a) WiU tke H6n’Me Mem- 
her in ckarge of tk© Department of Education be pleased to state wkat 
prvmaion is mad© annuidly by Gov©miiieiii lor tk© studdnla of this pro* 
vine© lor etudies oatsid© India? 

(4) Is it a fact that tk© present policy of Govemsieiit is to offer 
i«r^ ^olarskips yeadly lor this purpose <m tk© seooainjMd^iti^ of 

f 



«UESt«)ll8. 


[10r^ MM. 

(c) If tile answer ib (h) u iti ibe will tlie Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state whether the Calcutta University ever recom- 
ihhiid^ an^ Jltiba^ttunadati siud^i for any of Schblld^hiili}^ 

(d) Will ike dph^ble Member be pleased to state on whose reccnn- 
ihehdaiioli Mr* jiudraii j^huda was the recipient of (Me such scholar* 

in the y^ ^ 

(s) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Member been drawn to thb 
fact that in the year 1927 the Begistrar, Calcutta University, invited 
applications for nomination from 6 candidates, 3 Hindus and 3 Muham* 
iuadans, for such scholarships? 

(/) Is it a fact that of late the said Regfistrar invited six applies* 
iions for such scholarships without any reservation for Muhammadan 
students ? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether there 
has been any recent change of policy oh the pait of the Government 
in this respect? 

Tilt Hotl’bla Mr. A. MARR: (a) There are the following State 
scholarships for students of this province for study abroad: — 

(1) One sfbularsbip of £300 a year, with the usual war bonus, 

tenable fc>r 3 years, to be awarded everj’ 3 years preferably 
tb an Indian lady, ^ho wishes to devote her life to educa- 
tional work, for study abroad. 

(2) Two scholarships of £300 a year, each, tenaWe for 3 years 

in the United Kingdom with the usual war bonus, to be 
awarded every other year to the best Hindu and Muham- 
madan candidates, re^|>ectively, from the Universities of 
Calcutta and Dacca. 

(*3) One scholarship of £300 a year with the usual war bonus for 
Indians (male) for the study of Oriental languages, ten- 
able for 3 years in the United Kingdom, to be awarded 
iiiknyally to jSindu and Moslem candidates. 

(4) Two scholarships of the value of £250 a year, each, tenahie 
in the Unitbd Kin|;pdio«n fdr 2 years to be a#hrded annually 
for the special professional training of two selected teachers, 
one of whom shall be a Modem. 


(b) For the B^ard of the scholarships haenlioned in (2) abovt, 
nominations are called for from the UniversiU^s of Calcutta and Dacca* 
ysd GPvhrttMiri thtect t^sid^Hhlr ^ hirin^kticms. 

(c) Ho information can be supplied concerning recommendaiioM 
made to Oovmnment. 



QUESTIONg. 


(dl Ifr. Kndruii Kkuda wm seWted by in 1925, not 

Oft tiil fftocfnnondfttioii of any University but on an applioatioft iuW 
nittol by kim direct to Governinent. 

(e) No. 

(/) GoTemment do not keep tkemiielves informed of tke detaila ni 
University business. 

(g) Tkere kas been no ckan^ of policy on tke part of Governsieni 
in tide respect. 


Free primary educatien introdtieed under Mr. Biee*e eeiienie* 

««S. trijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (a) Will lW Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleaded to state 
tke total numlier of schools in Bengal wherein Mr. Biss's scheme of 
free primaiy education has lK*en intnulueed? 

ih) How much money has been spent by Goveniment for tke said 
free primary education in 1927-28 and in 1928-29^ 

The Hon’bie Mr. A. MARR: m) 245. 

{b) R«. 79,044-9-1 in 1927-28 and Rs. 57,579-0-7 in 1928-29 (up to 
December, 1928V 


Meutta Cengreee 1tt29» md the queetien of not tending 

exhihiti from Ceve mmen t Oepertmeiile. 

^ trifut TARAKNATH MMKERIRAf (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government (Puldic 
Health) be pleased to state whether any exhibit was sent by any 
department under the Government of Bengal to the Calcutta Congress 
Hxhibitaon, 1928 F 

(6) If tke answer to (a) is in tke adirmative, will tke Hon’ble Mem- 
ber he pleased to name those departmentsF 

(c) Was there any stall in the said Exhibition to which the Calcutia 
Improvement Trust sent its exhibits? 

(d) Was any exhibit sent to the Exhibition by the Bengal PuHio 
Heeltk Department? 

(e) II tke answer to is in tke negative, will tke Hon*hle Meimher 
be fileeasd to state why no exkibit was sent by tke Public Beftllb 
D^Mrtsnentf 



so 
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(/) Is it a fact tliat at the request of the Exhihition authorities) the 
Public Health Department at first ag^reed to send its exhibits, charts, 
etc., to the Exhibition and arrangements were made accordingly, but 
subsequently this decision was altered P 

(ff) If the answer to (/) is in. the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state the special reasons why this was so done? 

MiHBEII In otNHBi of DEPARTMENT of LOGAL BELF-COV- 
ERNMENT (PUBLIC HEALTH) (the HofPbla Sir PfOvElb ClwiillM* 
Mlttor)! (a) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. 

(e) In view of the present policy of the Indian National Congress, 
Government consider it undesirable for any Government department or 
officer to be associated with an exhibition orgfanised under the auspices 
of the Congress. 

(/) No. 

iff) Does not arise. 

10-45 a.m. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROYS Will the Hou’ble Member be pleased 
to state what, according to him, is the present policy of the Indian 
National Congress? 

The HofiPbIS Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; I have nothing 
to add to the answer alreadj^ given. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Has the Hon’ble Member any know, 
ledge about the matter? 

TIm HEB^Iila Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTERs I submit I 
have nothing te add to my answer. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA CUPTAs Is the Hon’ble Member aware 
that there was a record attendance at the time of the Congress? 

TIm Hwi’IMe Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Possibly, but 
I have no personal knowledge. 

Mr. dOGESM CHANDRA GUPTA: If so, do the Government 
think that the exhibits that the Government departments had prepared 
and were intended for public education should be withheld when 
inch a large number of people attend any place? 



I«e9.i QTJESTIONS. tl 

Mibi^RESIDENTl I do not allow that queatioa ; it ia a mattar of 
opintew 

Mr. KIRAN MNKAR ROY: May I ask what was the Hon’ble 
Member referring to when he spoke about the policy of the Indian 
National Congress? 

The Hofi’Ma Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothing 
to add to the answer in the paper. 

Babu aOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: May 1 know 

whether the policy that the Government propose to pursue applies 
also to the Provincial and District Conferences where exhibitions are 
held? 

Tho Hon’Ms Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: the questitiw 

w’ill be decided when it actually arises. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: May I know if the Govern- 
ment are of the opinion that exhibits of the Various departments of 
the Government, for example, Public Health and other departments^ 
should not be exhibited any further where the public congregate? 

TIm Hon'bis Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member l)e pleased 
to state whether in his opinion the International Congress which is 
following the policy of the Indian National Congress sh6uld nbl be 
given any sanitary advice? 

Thi Hoffblt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I have nothixig 
to add to my answer already given. 


Bibu Bbuptndra Kumar Sarkif« Ttachar, HiiuHi Schootf Calautta. 

Mr. RANdIT PAL CHOUOHURI: (a) Will the Hon’hle 
Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that Babu Bhupendra Kumar Sarltar, b.a.^ b.t 1» 
a teacher of English in the Hindu School, Calcutta, applied for trans- 
ler to Krishnagar, his native place, where a teacher of English was 
wanted by the Head Master of the Krishnagar Collegiate School? 

(h) Is it also a fact that on being referred to by the Director ai 
PnhKe Instroetion’s office throngfa the Inspector of Presidency 
non, the Head Master of the Krishnagar Collegiate School, 





QUESTIONS. 


[iSra Has* 


Jitendra Natk Mukerjee, m.a., objected to tbe trattaler on tke grounds 
that Bhupen Babu was a local man and the brother of Mr. HooMMtta 
Euinar Sarkar, ex-M.L.C., who was a staunch Swarajist? 

(c) Do the Government take into account such grounds when a 
teacher's transfer, promotion, etc., are considered? 

Tlli Hon’Illi Mr. A. MARRi (a) Babu Bhupendra Kumar Sarkar, 
B.A., B.T., applied for a transfer to Krishnagar. 

(b) No. 

ic) Does not arise. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state what was the result of the application of Babu 
Bhupendra Kumar Sarkar for transfer? 

Tlie Hofi’bli Mr. A. MARR: I want notice of this question. 

Mint NAQENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state if there is any likelihood of this application being 
grunted ? 

The Mr. A. MARR: I cannot say, Sir. 


Riioliitiem el IN AH-Reniii RafiilrcUeii EmplegMS* OinfirtiiM. 

m. Mr. K. C. RAY OHAUDHURI: (a) Has the attention of the 
fion'ble Member in charge of the Department of Education (Registra- 
tion) been drawn to the resolutions passed at the All-Bengal Registra- 
tion Employees* Conference in its first session held in Calcutta on 
Slst December, 1928 and 1st Janunr>% 1929? 

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the atermative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to lay on the table coines of those resolutions? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state what stc^e, if 
any, the Government have taken or propose to take in .tke matter? 

TN HOlinMt Mr. A. MARRi (a) Yes. 

(h) and (c) The All-Bengal Registration Employees* Conference 
la the conference of em body which has not been recognised by Govmm- 
ment. For this reason, it is not proposed to take any action on IN 
neseltttiena passed by that Conference. 



QUESTIONS. 


CHAIillBI; Q|||p^43 Is it t|^f 9? Oown- 

nwBt liilly to consider resolutions passed by a body which is recognised 
by Qij^prainentf 

V» Kfg'W* Mr, MAIM: It U the usual policy, 

Mr. K. C. RAY OHAUDHURf: Will the Hon’ble Moiq^iW be 
pleased to say on what condition this recogrnition is given by Oovem- 
ment? 

TlM Mon’Mt Mr. A. MARRc There aie definite rules laid down by 
Government for the recognition of these associations* of Government 
. eervanis. 

•rljttl NACENBRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon*ble Member be 
pleased to state whether it is the standing rule of Government not to 
take any action on resolutions passed by Conferences which are un- 
recognised by Government F 

Mr. RRESIOENT: This question is not necessary; it is covered by 
the answer already given. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Do the Government consider 
the resolutions passed by the Civil Service A-ssotnationsF 

TN Hpn’blp Mr. A. MARj^: Y es, if it is recognised by Government. 

Mr. dOGEiH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Civil Service Association 
which is an employees' association recognised by Government? 

Tilt HtpPMt Mr. A. MARR: I do not see how this question arises 
out of this butjf the hou'ble member wants this information I aek 
for notice. 

•riliit NAQINDRA NATM fEN: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether resolutions passed by recognised associations 
or prayers made by individuals are taken into consideration by 
Oovemnient? 

TId HflPMplir. A. MASII: Certainly. 

Mr. P. G. DAtU: W*hat is the basis of such recognition? 

Mr. DRltlDCNT: That question has already been answered. 
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Fartd|Mir ChimMgiirit RailHray bruKi gMig» pnijMt. 

*72. Dr. KUMUD tANICAR RAY; (a) Will tbe Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Public Works (j^ailways) be pleased 
to state what steps have been taken up till nffliWiirith regard to the 
proposed Faridpur-Charmaguria Railway line? 

(b) When is it likely to l>e completed? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKB 
(RAILWAYS) (the Hon’hle Mr. A. Marr)t (a) and (b) The Faridpur- 
Charmaguria Railway broad gauge project has been abandoned. The 
field work in connection with the investigation for a narrow gauge 
railway from Faridpur to Barisal na Channaguria has been completed, 
and the whole scheme is under the consideration of the railway 
authorities. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN; Will the Hon^ble Member be 
])Ieased to state what will be the total length of the line frona 
Calcutta to Barisal? 

The Hon’hio Mr. A. MARR; I want notice of this question. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN; Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether there was a proposal before Government that 
Barisal should be connected with Calcutta 7*ia Basirhat and Baraset? 


Tht Hofi’bM Mr. A. MARR; 1 never heard of such a proposal. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN; Does the Hon'ble Member know 
that this is the shortest route between Calcutta and Barisal instead of 
tna Charmaguria P 

Tht HOfl’bla Mr. A. MARR: I quite believe it, but I have never 
beard of such a proposal. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN; Will the Hon ble Member be 
pleased to state if Goyemment propose to take any action with regard 
to the prayers of the people to connect Khulna with Calcutta via 
Basirhat and Baraset? 

Thu Hon'blt Mr. A. MARR: I have not heard of such a prayer froni 
the public as yet. 



l»29l| QUESTIONS. iMP 

Ex | ii mHt iirt in eomwetran with the visit ef the tiinen Cemmieeion. 

BiriHu MANMATHA NATH NOT: Will the Hon ble Mraber 
in charge of the Appointment Deportment be pleaeed to state— 

(i) the expenditore that was incurred during the year 1926; and' 
(tt) the total ez|»enditure that is likely to be incurred 

out of the revenues of this Presidency in connection with the visit o£ 
the Simon Commission? 


MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly): (d The expenditure incurred in 192T 
was Rs. 2,566 and in 192^i Rs. 64,017^ 

(u) It is antiiipated tha^ tin* ti.tal cxjienditure will be about 
Rs. 1,29,000. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Does this hgure of Rs. 64,017 
include the expenses of putting conugated walls for leading the member® 
of the Simon Commission from the Howrah Station? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: As fur us 1 know there were 
no corrugated w’ulls. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member take it 
from me that corrugated sheets were put tip? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a question. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Dik^s the figure include thr 
cost of the Ixirbed wire fencing which wa.s put up in order to keep 
away the public in the streets of Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 fancy that the barbed wire* 
used on iK-casions of possible rioting in Calcutta are the property of 
the Calcutta police. 

Mr. iOGEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Member bv^ 
pleased to state whether this figure includes the expenses of any of the 
eocial functions held in honour of the Simon Commission ? 

The Hcn’Mc Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No, Sir. 

Mr. P. C. BABU: May I know if the Hon’ble Member was present: 
at the Howrah Station on the arrival of the Simon Commission? 


Tut Hvn’bli Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: On what date? 



QUESTIONS. [IGth 

Mr, PBfllpCNT: Th^t question 4oes not orise ^4 I not 
it. 


Mr. P. C. lAiU; But the Hon'ble Member wos going to answer 
jny question. 

Srijut NAQENQRA NATH HN; Will the Uon^hU Member be 
pleased to state if the figure represents the cost incurred in Qengul 
•onlyP 

The Mr. A- N, MONlfH^Y: Yes: 

BridgM over the Circular Gnial and Telly’s Mala. 

*74. Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member m 
•charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state whether his 
attentiou hae been called to the existing deadloch betweem the Qo>yem- 
of Bengal, the Corporation of Onicutta and the Calcutta Imprevo- 
ment Trust in connection adth the -apportiGnment of the cost of recon- 
struction of certain bridges over the Circular Canal and Tolly’s Nala? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the use of the bridges has 
lhad to be severely restricted on account of their condition with th^ 
nresult that serious inconvenience has been (x^casioned to the public? 

(c) Is the Hou’ble Member aware th^t* io particular, the closing 
•of the Ohitpur Bridge to heavy tniflic is causing great loss and delay 
to all commerce and iudustrj" with interests in the distiici? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member lx pleased to say whether the Qov- 
*ernment of Bengal are considering the desirability by virtu© of any 
powers they may have, of proceeding forthwith with the reconstruction 
•or repair, or of ordering any municipal or other body so to proceed, 
leaving the question of the final apportionment of the cost to be deter* 
iMified at a later date? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRiDATIDN (tiio 
Non’blo Nawab Bahadur Saiyid NawMi Ali Chaudliuri, Klian BahadUTv 

MlillBarl): (a), (h) and (r) Yes. 

(4) The Muniktala Bridge has been reconstructed apd the Belia- 
ghatta Bridge is under reconstruction. The reconstruction of the 
Narkeldanga Bridge will probably Wgtu April p^t. 

The reconstruotion of the Alipore, Chitpur and ToUyganj bridges 
ds under consideration, but no final decision is possible untU the Oorpo- 
Tation inform Government definitely whether they will contribute to 
4lie cost of providing improved bridges in all these six qr nqt. 



QUESTIONS. 


•rijat NACENDMA NATH tENi Will tli* Hos’ble Member be 
pleated to state with reference to paragraph (d) the length of time 
during which the reconstruction of the Alipur, Chitpur and Tollyganj 
bridges is under the consideration of Gorernment ? 

TlM Hwl’Mt Namk MMhir tAIYlO NAWAt Akl CHAU* 
OHURI, Khm Bahwhir, of Dlimboril Two or three years. 

Srijilt NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Member he 
pleased to state if the bridges are in a fit condition? 

Thi Hm*Mo Nowak BoMw SAIYID NAWAB Akl CHAU* 
DHURi, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanhari: No; the bridges are m a very 
unsafe condition. 

Union board* of Tippora, subdiriaion into ward*. 

•7S. Naidri AtIMUDOiN AHAMAOl <«i) Is the Hon'ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Department of IjOcuI Self-Government aware— 

(t) that the areas of the union boards of the Tip|>era district not 
being divided into three e<iual wards, most of the elected 
memlatrs are elected from the one influential quarter or 
villa jfe; and 

(ii) that the three nominated members are nominated at the «u>f- 
jfeNtion of tho.ne elected meniWrs from the .‘»ame part fif 
the union P 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that moHt of th# fwirts of 
unions are not represented either by election or by nomination? 

(c) Ar^ the Government considerinp: the de«irability of dividing the 
arena of the union boards of the Tippera district into three equal warda 
as soon as possible? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, are the Oovemmeiit 
considering the desirability of issuing necessary instruction for the 
nomination of a member from each such w'ard in future? 

TIM HMlWt Mr CMUIIOiR MITTERt (a) (i) and ui) 

and (b) Government have no information. 

(o) The division of unions into wards is a matter in w^hicb fuM dis- 
cietion rests in the District Magistrate, and Government do not 
propose to interfere. It has, however, been ascertained that Meet of 
the unions in Tippera district either have been or wiM ihertdy be 
divided into three wards each for electoral purposes. 

(d) No. 



QUESTIONS. 
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*76. ealNi PROMOTHA NATH BANER6EE! (a) WiU the 

Hon'ble Member in char^ye of the Department of Irrigation be pleased 
to state whether adequate measures are being adopted this year for 
the prevention of Kaliaghye flood in the MicJnai»ore district? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bl© 
Member be pleased to state — 

(i) whether any scheme has been drawn up; and 

(ii) whether any fund has been provided for in the next budget? 

Th 0 Hon’Me Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadurf of Dhanbari: (a) The usual precautions are being 
taken this year, 

ih) (i) A scheme has been drawn up for srlt dealing the Kaliaghye 
River which it is pro}x>sed to do under Act VI of 1920. Other schemes 
are under pre|>arntioii. 

(ii) No new scheme having fully matured as yet, no sj>ecial provi- 
sion has been made in next year’s budget. 

Babu PROMOTHA NATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state if the scheme of silt-clearing will be taken 
up this year or next year? 

The Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: No. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased 
to state to which part of the question his answer of no ” relates? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think that does not arise as a supplementary 
question. 


Audit aoaoutila of tha dagaimath IntarmacllaAa Colla 0 i^ Daaaa. 

*n. BNbu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: (a) WiU the Hcrn’Me 
Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether there wa# an audit by the Government Auditor of the accounts 
of the Jagatinath Interniediate College for the years 1921-22 to 1925-26? 

(A) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Member been drawn to the 
report submitted by the Auditor? 



lajli] QUESTIONS. » 

{p) Is it a fact that the Government Auditor has pointed out grave 
and serious irregularities in the college accounts, specially on the 
following points — 

(t) heavj' travelling allowance bills drawn by the Principal; and 
(it) unauthorised pa^^ents, such as carriage hire for the Goveni- 
ment Inspector of Boilers, contribution to the National 
Oouncil of the Y.M.C.A., etc.? 

(fi) If the answer to (c) is in the affinnative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be please<l to state what steps, if any, the Government have 
taken to prevent the recurrence of such inegulurities in the future? 

Th# Hon’Me Mr. A. MARRs (a) Yes. 

(If) Yes. 

(r) A number of inegularties were pointed out. 

(t) 12 items were objected to in the tnivelling allowance bill# 
drawn by the Principal. 

(it) A numlier of unauthorised payments were detected. 

(d) Government have issued orders calculated to prevent the recur* 
rence of such irregularities in future. 

11 a.m. 

Ktum BalMUlur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble Member 
be pleased to state whether there is an Accountant in the Jagannntb 
Intermediate College? 

Tha Hon'Ma Mr. A. MARR: I cannot say. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of 
Government to attach an Accountant to each of the Government Colleges 
of Bengal? 

Tha Han’bla Mr. A. MARR: I want notice of that, Sir. 

Bita dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: W^ith reference to (ifs will 
the Hon'ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the orders 
issued? 

Tha Mafl*hla Mr* A* MARR: I want notice of that. I should like 
lo see the orders first. 
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BaOli illTiNDIIALAL AANMIAJAI: My question was wither 
ths Hon ’Me Member will lay a copy of tbe order on tke table. 

The Nofi’hle Mr. A. MARK: 1 wish to see the orders first befoie 
I agree to lay them on the table. 

MNI dlTRNDRALAL BANNERJiE: When were the orders 

ineued ? 

The Hofi’Me Mr. A. MARR: 1 cannot remember. 

labu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May I draw your atten- 
tion to one thingP In answer to the question the Hon’ble Member 
has said that the orders were such as would prevent a recuri-ence of 
such irregularities in future, but he does not know the orders himself? 

The Hofl*ble Mr. A. MARR: I have probably seen the order, but 
ihe Itldiication portfolio is new to me and I am not yet proficient in it. 


Prifioipel el the Jagamuith Intermediate Collegep Dacca. 

^76. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Education be ideased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the monthly salary of the Principiil oi the Jagannath Inter- 
mediate College; and 

(ti) the amount of travelling allowance drawn by him during tb© 
five years of audit from 1921-22 to 1925-26? 

Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Raja Bahadur of Santosh has made 
the gift of a house known as Santosh House to serve as residential 
quarters for the PrinoipiilP 

(r) Is it e fact that during the last 8 years the House has been in 
tbe occupation, not of the Principal, but of the PrincipePs numriei 
daughter and son-in-law? 

The H6ll*ble Mr. A. MARR: (n) (i) The monthly salary of the 
Pnncipiil is Rs. 800. 

(ti) The amount of travelling allowance drawn by the Principal 
during tbe five years from 1921-22 to 1925-26 ia Rs. 1,262-12-6. 

(h) Yes. 

(r) The House has always been in tbe ix'cupation of the Principal 
Wbere a section of his ioint family including his married dan^ter 
lives. 



QUESTIONS. 
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MM JlIrtHDIIALAL llAMIIERltiS Witfe rega^ to (c), wilfc 
tia Hon*bIe Member be pleaded to state if the Urincipal had ever 
been in residence in those quaitersP 


TN ritn’bit Mr. A. MAAR 


• Our infoimation is that he has been. 


Mr* P. Cft RASUl A\ill the Hon'ble Meinl)er be pleased to state- 
when the Treasury Benches have learnt that the daughter and her 
husband belongs to the joint family.^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow it; that is no question. 


Abandomnafit af Einbankmafits Nos. 3, 5, 18 aiiS IS df MitSult D 
to the tongal Embankmont Aot. 

^79. Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: With reference to the reply given 
to staned question N(». 47 at the meeting of the Bengal Ijegislative 
Council held on the ITth March, 1927, will the Hon’ble Meml)er in 
chaige ot the Department (d Irrigation l)e pleased to state — 

<0 the object id almndoning embankments^ Nos. 3, 5, 18 and 19 
of Schedule I) io the Bengal Kmlmnkment Act, 1873 (Ben. 
Act VI of 1873) ; 

(n) the purpose f< r which these emlxonkments were originally 
created ; 

(lit) whether the construction of an escape weir at Kushpota near 
Ghntal has been undertaken; 

Hr) if not, the approximate date on which the work will be 
commenced ; 

(r) the names of villages which will be benefited by smh crm- 
struction ; 

{vi) whether the samindars and patnidars affected by such aban- 
donment were consulted; 

(tni) if not, the reasons therefor ; and 

(rm) the names of the then members tf the Embankment Com- 
mittee of the district of Midnaporef 

nm IM’MNaiM lifuMurtAIYID NAWAl ALI OHAUDHURIr 
MIM iMilMri iff MilMlis (*) The embankments were abolished^ 
hectuee they senoueiy obstructed the passage of the foods. 
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(ii) These embenkments were originally constructed by . the wnin- 
•dars as flood protective works. 

(Hi) No: the work is held in abeyance. 

(iv) It is not proposed to proceed with the escape at present. 

(v) Does not arise. 

(w) and (vii) Notices were duly issued by the Collector to all con- 
^med when conducting his enquiry under the Embankment Act. 

(viii) A list is laid on the table 

Xdst referred to in the reply to clause (viii) of starred question No, 79, 

The names of the members of the Embankment Oimmittee for the 
-district of Midnapore in April 1926 and 1927 are noted below : — 

April 1926. 

1. President: A. W. Cook, Esq., r.i.E., i.c.s., Commissioner 

of Burdwan Division. 

2. Vice^Presid^t : R. N. Reid, Esq., i.c.s., Collector of 

Midnapore. 

Member a. 

1. Mr. H. C. Vieyra, Superintending Engineer, South-Western 

Circle (Offg.). 

2. Mr. A. N. Mitra, Executive Engineer, Cossye Division. 

3. Mr. S. C. Mitra, District Engineer, Midnapore (Offg.). 

4. Mr. Sf Ch, Ghosh, i.r.s., Suldivisional Officer, Contai. 
b. Balm D. N. Sahah, Subdivisional Officer, Tamluk. 

6. Babu Ii. K. Sen, Subdivisional Officer, Ghatal. 

7. Babu S. P. Sircar, Subdivisional Officer, Sadar. 

5. Babu P. B. Mitra, Ehas Mahal Manager, Contai. 

9. Babu B. P, Chaknivaty, Khas Mahal Deputy Collector, 
Midnapore. 

10. Babu Debendra Lai Khan, of Narajole. 

11. Babu Gopftl Prasad Ghirga, of Mahisadal. 

12. Babu Girish Chandra Bay, Sal>*Manager, Burdwan 

Sojamutha. 
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President: A. W. Cook, Esq., c.i.E,, i.c.s. 

Vice-President : H. S. Stevens, Esq., i.r.s. 

^fe1nhers, 

Mr. H. C. Vie via, Supi^rintendin^ Engineer, South-Western 
Circle (Offg. ). 

Mr. A. N, Mitni, Executive Engineer. Cossye Division. 

Mr S. (?. Miini, District Engineer, Midnupore. 

Mr. A. F. M. Kiihaman, Suhdivi.sional Officer, (V»ntni 

Mr. S. Ch. (ihosh, i.c.s., SuIhU visional Officer, Tamluk 

Babn E. K. Sen, Sulali visional Officer, (rhatal. 

Bahu S. P. Sin'ur, Subdivi.sionul Officer, Sadar 

Babn A. M. (liukravaty, Khas Mahal Manager, Contai. 

Babu B. (\ ]X*y, Khas Mahal IXqmty CVdlecEu’, MidnaiKire. 

Babn Debeinlra Eal Khan. 

Babu O. P, Oarga, of Mahisadal. 

Babu Oirish ('haiulra Hay, Sul>-.Manuger, Burdwan Ilaj, 
Sujainutha. 

Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Ilon'ble Member lie 

j>leio»ed to state to whom these abandoned eiiihanknients Iwlong — 
whether to the (roveniment or to the y.aiiiindar" who constructed them^ 

The Hon’Me Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OH UR I, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: They originally Indonged to 
the zamindars and sul>se(juently were vested in Govemment. 

Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (it;)* 
how is the flood to Ik* prevented since the construction of these emlmnk- 
ments is finished ^ 

The HWble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: It ix not proponed to pmeed 
with the scheme. 

Sri|ut NAGENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hon’Me Uemlier l)e 
pleaaed to (date whether the Embankment Gonimitt4se wae consulted 
before these embankments were abandoned f 

Tba Hantria NawNh Bahadur BAIVIO NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur, af Dhanbari: I beliere not. 


3 
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Srijift NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state what has been the effect of the abandonment of these 
embankments during last year? 

The Hon’ble Nawah Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: The flood has been discharged 
much more quickly. 


Unatarrad Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

Quarters to the head-masters of improved type guru-training schools. 

50. Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the 
Hon^ble Member in charge of the Department ol Education be pleased 
to state whether the Government in their letter Xo. 3248Edn., dated 
the 27th September, 1926, accorded sanction to the proposal of the 
Director of Public Instruction, contained in his letter No. 30, dated 
the 13th January, 1926, regarding the provision of rent-free quarters 
to the head-masters of improved type guru-traininji schools.^ 

(b) Is it a fact that some quarters have already been constructed 
for these head-masters? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desirability of — 

(t) extending gradually this privilege to all other head-masters 
of guru-training schools; and 

(if) granting suitable house allowance to the head-masters where 
rent-free quarters have not yet been constructed? 

The HonHrtc Mr. A. MARR: (a) Government sanctioned the grant 
of rent-free quarters to head-masters of improved type guru-training 
schools. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) (f) Whenever guru-training school buildings of the improved 
type are constructed with quarters for the head-master, he is allowed 
to occupy them rent-free, 

(ft) No. Head-masters are allowed the privilege of occupying 
quarters rent-free when they are required to live in particular quarters 
in order to carry out the work of hostel supervision more effectively. 
The fact that such quarters are not provided does not establish claun 
for house allowance. 
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51. Kfmn Bahadur Maiiivi SYEO MAQBUL HUSAIN: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Member in char^re of the Department of Ednoation be 
pleased to state — 

(n the present number of ^tudents in Dr. Khastagir's (Govern- 
ment) Ili^:h School for Girls, rlass by class ; aJid 
(if) the number of Muhammadan students in each class? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that Muhammadan girls cannot 
easily obtain admission in the said school? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble MemlK*r awai-e of a feeling that exists that the 
want of a Mauivi teacher in the said school is the cause of paucity of 
Muhammadan girl students in the higher classes? 

{(I) Are the Government considering the desirability of reserving 
at least 3'f per cent, seats in the said school for Muhammadan girls? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: (m (d and (a) A statement is placed 
on the table, 

(b) Xo. Of the 12 Moslem candidates for admission during the 
current session, 11 were admitted. Applications for admission into 
some of the lower classes are in excess of the accommodation available, 
and some candidate.s have to be refused admission every year. 

(c) The question of appointing a Mauivi is under consideration. 
id) No. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 
.Vo. 51 showing the total number of pupils and number of Muhanru- 
madan girls in the Dr. Khastagir^s High School for Oirltf 
Chittagong. 


ClAM. 

Number of 
girl# in 
each cl###. 

Number of 
Muluun* 
m#dAn 
girl#. 

Remark#. 

xow 

9 




XNew 

5 




IX 

10 




vni 

8 



^No Muhammadan candidate# for admiitiom 

vn 

20 




VI 

24 




V 

63 

6 



IV 

44 

4 


1 4 Muhammadan candidate# for admWnn-^ 

m 

51 

11 


^ 3 admitted. 

n 

48 

6 


3 Midiammadan cancUdatea -all admitted. 

1(0 

29 



2 Muhammadan candidatM. Both admit- 





ted. 

I («) 

16 

■1 


3 Muhammadan candidate#— all admitted* 

ToUl 

317 

41 
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ilutiior madrasah at Agardangi in Katwi atthdivisloa 

B2. Mr. M. ASHRAF ALI KHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will tke 

llon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased 
to state when the junior madrasah at Agardangi in the Katwa sub- 
division, district Burdwan, was established? 

(b) How many times the madrasah was inspected by the inspecting 
officers since its establishment? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
madrasah is getting any grant-in-aid from the Government? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, are the Government con- 
sidering the desirability of granting a substantial aid to the 
madrasah P 

The Hon’Ule Mr. A. MARR: (a) January, 1925. 

(b) ThiHeen times. 

(r) Its. 25 per month. 

((f) The ([uestion does not arise. 


Penohthiifii Union Board. 

S3. Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI. (a) Is the Hon’ble Membei* in charge 
of the Department of Local 8eli-Go\ei niiieiit aware that a ne\\ union 
board has been created at Panchthupi in the Kandi subdivision of 
Murshidabad? 

(b) Is it a fact that all the members elected and nominated to the 
said union hoard come from the same village Panchthupi? 

(( f Is the Hon ’hie Member aware that the said union is comprised 
of 19 villages? 

(d) Is it a fact that Balm Saroj Krishna Ghosh who secured nomi- 
nation was ejected fitun the booth for influencing votes during the 
election of members on the 13th May, 1928? 

(e) Is it a fact that the other nominated Hindu member failed to 
get through the election? 

The Hon*blti Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(6) No. One elected and two nominated members belong to that 
village. 

(c) The actual number of villages is 18, and only 9 of them are at 
all populous. 
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(<l) No. Babu Saroj Krishna Ghosh is a samindar. Some of the 
candidates objected to his bein^ there on the fj^ound that his presence 
might indnence some of the voters unduly. He agreed to leave the 
polling booth when asked by the Circle Officer to do so. 

(e) Yes. 


Manual Instructoa of the Covenifiiant High English SohootSi 
54. Snjitt TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Education W pleaned to state 
whether it is a fact that the manual instructors of the Government 
high English schrK)lvS were first appointed in Class VIII of the Sub- 
ordinate Educational Service? 

(h) Is it a fact that under the scheme of re-organisation of these 
sen’ices, as announced by Government letter No. 4(HEdn., dated 
3rd March, these manual instructors have been placed in the 

grade Its. H(t -3 - 1 10 abmg with the vernm tilar teachers? 

(c) If the answer to (/>) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member l»e pleased to state the reason therefor? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: (o) Yes. 

(li) Yes. The s<ale is for junior classical teachers, drawing and 
drill ma-sters, and manual instjuctors as well as for vemacular 
teachers. 

(r) I'lie pay w;is fixed irj < oiisideration <tf the duties and (jualifica- 
tions required. 


Opening of the gates leading to the platforme at Howrah 
Station. 

55. Mr. D. N. ROY: (a) Is the Hoii’ble Member in charge of the 
Department of Public Works (Railways) aware that the gates at the 
Howrah Station, especially those for the third class passengers, are 
usually opened only a few minutes before the trains leave, especially 
the Puri passenger train? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that this causes considerable 
inconvenience to the third class passengers? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that the said third class 
passengers are not properly attended to by the railway authorities? 

(d) If the answers to (a), (/i) and (c) are in the affirmative, are the 
Government considering the desirability of removing the grievances 
of these passengers? 
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Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. MARR: (a) Gates leading to tlie platforms at 
Howrah Station are opened for intermediate and third class passengers 
at least an hour before the departure of a main line train and half an 
hour before the departure of a local train, except when an incoming 
train runs late which is verj' seldom. 

^6) Does not arise. 

•(c) This is a matter of opinion. 
id) Does not arise. 


Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state whether he considers the present arrangements at the 
Howrah Station to be satisfactory? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Very satisfactory. I went down to 
the Howrah Station when going to Puri some time ago, and looked at 
the arrangements myself. 

Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Member be 

pleased to state whether he ever has l>een at the third class section of 

the Howrah jdatform? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Y es. Sir, I was there some time ago. 

Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon^ble Member be 

pleased to state whether there is a time-limit Ixefore which the gates 
are not to 1 >p opened? 

Tlw Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: That i.s already stated in the answer. 

Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Iloirble MemW b^ 
pleased to state if he had given previous intimation to the railway 
authorities that he was going to see things himself? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: No. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: So far as the answer to (a) is concerned, 
will the Hon’ble Meinl>er W pleased to state who were the informants 
from whom the answer has come? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: The railway authorities. 

Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state how many minutes before the starting of the train, the 
third class gates wei*e opened on the date of his inspection? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: I am afraid I cannot say. 
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Mr. SYED MD. ATIQULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether there is any rule or circular which guides the 
District Magistrate in the matter of appointments of members of the 
Union Boards? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to lay on the tablh a copy of the same? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether in the 
recent appointment of members of the Union Board of Jautmil, police- 
station Nawabganj, Dacca, the said rule or circular was followed? 

(if) Is the Hon’ble Meml>er aware that the people of the said 
Union Board submitted representations t(> the District Magistrate, 
Dacca, to apjwint memWrs from communities and from areas left 
unrepresented in the election? 

(e) Will the Hon'ble MemWr l>e pleased to state nf'hether it is 
a fact that the Pi*esident of the .lantrail Union Board has resigned 
his elected seat stating the reasons therefor? 

(/) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the reasons recorded by the said President? 

TN Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) There is 
no rule or official circular on the subject. 

{h) and (c) Do not arise, 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) No. 

Mr. SYED MD. ATIQULLAH: With reference to (a), will the 
Hon’ble Meml)er l>e pleased to state whether the District Magistrate 
has got absolute discretion in this matter? 

Thn Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The District 
Magistrate is not necessarily bound to accept the Chairman’s suggestion, 
but he is expected to consult the Chairman. 

Mr. SYED MD. ATIQULLAH: (The member made another sup- 
plementary question which was not heard at the re[)orters’ table.) 

TN Hmi’M# Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: It is a very 
long document and it is only of local interest. 
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Mr. SYED MD. ATtQULLANs Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleaded to lay it on the Library table ? 

TIm Hon’ble Sir PROVASH OHUNDER MITTER: I haTe no 

objection. 


More ** ombofiliiiiontt in Midnapora. 

57. Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Meinl>er in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that an allow- 
ance of Its. .‘1,172-12-8 is made to the zamindars of Fatehsingh and 
Itok unpore (in Miiiishidabad) on the condition of their maintaining 
•the buiidH nei^essary to preserve the country from the sandy inunda- 
tions of the More 

(h) Will the Hon’hle Member be pleased to state what steps are 
taken by the (loveniment to enforce the strict application of this 
public money and to as<*ertain that the bunds are kept up in an 
efficient manner H 

(c) Is the llon’ble Member aware that during the last thirty 
years not a single year passed when Panchthupi and its neighbour- 
ing villages have not suftered from the sandy inundations of the 
*^More”‘:' 

{(I) Will the Hon’ble Member be jdeased to state how much money 
w'as si>ent by the zamindars in the repair of the “ More ” embank- 
ment at Itajyadhar|K>re in 1918-1914, and with what result? 

(c) Is it a fact that the “ More *’ embankments are never efficient- 
ly maintained nor the villages lying alongside the river are protected 
against the sandy inundation? 

(/) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of withholding the contribution? 

(g) Is it a fact that Mr, Addams-W’illiams in a speech before the 
Calcutta Rotary Club, stated that the embankments have rather 
helped to raise the river-beds and consequently to make the inunda- 
tions more frequent? 

(h) If so, what steps are being taken by the Government to 
demolish them in order to minimise the damages caused by the sudden 
and violent invasions of the flood waters? 

Tht Hon’blf NamB BatMMiur SAIYIO NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIt 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanhari: (a) The hon’ble member is referred to 
aection 44 of the Bengal Embankment Act II of 1882. 
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(h) Attempts were made from time to time to induce the Munindam 
to maintain the embankmente properly, but the Act does not provide 
any means for compel ling^ them to do eo. 

(c) and (d) Government have no information. 

(e) The inethcient condition of the More embankmente haa 
been brought to the notice of Government from time to time. 

if) No. 

iff) No. 

(A) The question does not arise. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: With reference to answer 
(c) will the Hon’ble MemWr l)e pleiised to stale whether it is not a fact 
that the tenants of Panchthupi informed Government by wire every 
year of the inundations P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI OHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari; We have luul no such wires m 
this Department. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon ble Member 
be pleased to state if it is not a fiW't that Mr. Monahan, the then Com- 
missioner of the I’residencv Division, visited the plac’e and en(|uired 
into the matter? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari; I have no information, Sir. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble Meml)6r 
be pleased to state if it is not a fact that in 1920 the right embank- 
ment w'as broken with the result that there was sand deposit in a 
number of villages? 

The Hon’Ma Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I have no information, Sir. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will tbe Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state if that embankment was allowed to remain 
in that condition for several yean? 

Tha Han'Ma NawMb Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU> 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, af Dhanbari: I bare no information. 
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Khifi Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to enquire from Mr. Addams-Williams, in reference 
to answer to (ff), whether he actually made that statement in the 
Botaiyr Club? 

The Hon’hle Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dtianbari: He never made that statement 
in the Rotary Club. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon'ble 
Meml)er be j)lea8ed to state if it is not a fact that the tenants of 
Panchthupi are poverty-stricken on account of these inundations? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That does not ari^e at all. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble 
Member In* pleased to state if, after considerin^r nil fhe facts, Govern- 
ment does not think it desirable to amend the Embankment Act? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is much wider than the question itself; 
I do not allow it. 


improvement of oommunioations of, as against road oess realised 
from, Burwan thana in Kandi. 

S8. Mr. S« C. MUKERJI: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) l>e pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing - 

(t) the curi-ent average rent |>er bigha of agiicultural land pre- 
vailing in the different subdivisions of Murshidabad; 

(it) the amount (in comparative statement) received as road cess 
from these subdivisions; 

(in) the amount of road cess realised from the villages under the 
jurisdiction of thana Burwan in the Kandi subdivision of 
the said district; and 

(iv) the amount granted by the Murshidabad District Board for 
the improvement of communications in the Burwan thana f 
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MCMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REViNUE) (the Hon’blc Sir Prewaah Chufidcr Mittv)i (i) to (iv) 

The oecessarj’ :?tateinent is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question No, 58 . 

- (0 


Subdivision. 

I Av««g:» per aore. 

Mokaran rai- 
yaU. 

Settled and 
occupancy raiyaU 
(cash rent) 

Non-oocupancy 
raiyata (oath' 
rent). 


He. A. F. 

Ha. A. P. 

Ha. A. F. 

Lalbagh 

= . . 

3 11 11 

4 3 11 

Jangipur 

2 11 a 

3 5 10 

4 2 9 

Berhaxnport* 

1 

2 4 1 

2 15 8 

4 1 4 

Kandi 

1 3 13 6 

4 9 5 

5 9 4 


(it) Ils. o9,T9T from the Sadur subdivision; Its. 5l,8^J6 from the 
Eandi subdivision; Its. dT,G54 from the Jangipur subdivision; 
Its. dl,2T5 from the Lulbajfh subdivision. 

(Hi) Its. 6,40’). 

(iv) The sum of Its. 1,957 has been provided in the current year 
for rejiairinjr roads in Bui wan thana. Besides this Its. 20, ‘141 out 
of the ailvance made by Government to the District Board under the 
Bengal Famine Code, has lieen spent on improving the Andi-Hatia 
road, Kandi-Belgram road and the Badshahi road which pass through 
that thana. 

Bifeif NALiNIRANJAN BARKER* My <iuestion regarding the 
Irrigation Dejmrtment has lieeii outstanding for the last 21 days. 
May I ask the Hon’ble Member when I can exi>ect answer to that? 

The Hon’Mc Naweb Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur« of Dhanbari: In a few days. 

Babit NALINIRANdAN BARKER: May I inquire whether I shall 
have the answer before the Irrigation Budget is taken up or after? 

Mr. PREBIDENT: You ought to be satisfied with what the Hon’ble 
Mciaber has already said. 
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SufipliiiietiUry Esttmalii of tlio Covemmofit of Bon^d for li2B-9i» 
Domainlt for Grants. 

7.---Stamps. 

TflO Hon'bfo Mr. A. M'ARR: On the reiominendatian of His 
Excellency the Governor, I to nn^ve that a Kum of Rs. 36,000 l)e 
granted for ex|>enditure under the head ‘‘ 7. — Stamps.” The memo- 
randum explaining thi.s demand has been circulated to all the members 
of this House, and 1 need add little t4> that. The exjienditure under 
this head is mostly expenditure under Sale of stamps.” This expen- 
diture has been increased owing to two unforeseen circumstances. 
First, Rs. 19,000 worth of stcimfw had to be taken over from the stock 
of the fVntral Stores at ('^dcutta on its abolition. Secondly, more 
stamps were received from the (Vntral Stsimps Stores, Xasik, on account 
of increased demands for stamps. These two items have given rise 
to this increased exjH'nditure of Rs. 30,000 under this head, and I now 
move that this be sancticmed. 

The motion was jmt and agTt»e<l to. 


25.~-il«ils and Can¥ict Settlements. 

The Hon’Me Sir PROVASH CHUNGER MITTER: On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the (iovenior, I l>eg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 30,000 he granted under the minor head Jails ” by rcMippmpriar 
ti(ui fn>m savings under the minor head “ Jail manufactures ” in the 
25. — Jails and tVmvict Settlements ” budget to meet the cost on 
account of |>ay of Sui>erin ten dent of ceiiain Oenti*al Jails in Bengal 
dunng the cuirent financial year. 

Since the original estimates were jwssed last year, the Government 
of India decided that two Sujx»rintendents of Central Jails whose salary 
used to be non-voted should now be treated ns voted. On account of 
the leave, due to illncws, grantetl to one of the officers whose salary is 
non-vote<l, another officer whose salarv* is voted officiated in his place. 
The result is that there will be a saving of Rs. 35,000 which will be 
allowed to la{>se under the non-vote<l head, and I am now asking this 
Rs. 30,000 under the voted head to cover this expenditure. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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Tilt Grants of Hit Govomiiitnt of Bongo! for 102S4B. 
Domandi for Grants. 

5.~-Land Rovontao. 

11-15 a.m. 

Tho Hon’IHo Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: Sir, on iho 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 44,OT,00() l)e granted for exj^enditure under the hwid 
“ 5. — Land Revenue/’ 

This demand is lower than the current year’s budget grant by 
Rs. 3,36,000. The tigures are given at page 27 of the (Svil Rudget 
Estimate (the Blue B(H)k). The reductions have l)een effected by 
scrutinising the demand under the minor and detail heads us closely 
as possible. The demand under “ Surve> and Settlement,” in which 
the two party programme decided by the (\»uncil ii> 1021 is U»ing 
followed, is particularly low, In'ing H.s. 21.07,000 only, as against (iir- 
rent year’s budget grant of Rs. 25. OS. (MM) (stn* page 37 of the Blue 
Book). I find that there an* a number of amendments which are really 
based on the diffeiem e U'tweeii the actuals of 1027-2S and the Imdget 
estimate of 1029-30. A word of explanation for this apparent differtuice 
may jierhaps be useful. I trust after I explain the reason some hon’ble 
memlxers who intend to move eut'> based on this apjmrent difference 
wdll realise that we are leally asking for a grant which is low’er than 
the pi*evious year’s estimate h> more than Rs. 3,00,(K)0. 3’he expla- 
nation of this ditterenee is as follow's. Up to the year 1027-28 reali- 
sations were credited and the demand which was moved in the (Nnincil 
was the net demainl. For example, in land acijuisition pro<<*<^dings 
when Government atMpiiies lands f(u- railway comjwnies or local l)odies, 
the cost i.s realised fn»m the authorities for whose l>enefit such ac^iuisi- 
tions are made. Up till 1027-28 the net expMiditure to Goveniinent 
was the figure mentioned for the pur[»oses of the budget demand. 
Since 1928-20 a iiew' practice has l»een intnMinced in accordance wdth 
which recoveiies from local IsKlies, etc., on account of land acquisi- 
tions, jiartition and certificate charges are credited under head ”5.— 
Imnd Revenue — Miscellaneous ” insteiid of deducting them from the 
gross ex|)eiiditure under the respec tive heads. If this pr<K*edure bad 
not been introduced the demand under ” 5. — Land Revenue ” for 
1929-30 would have stood at a much lower figure. Then? is however 
one head under which the demand is really higher than that of 1927-28 
and that is under the head of “ Land Acquisition.” The reason for 
the increase is that in the current year we have been asked to acetuire 
lands for a number of new railway projects. The railway companies 
however will pay fi>r the acquisition charges, so that there is really 
no increase in actual expenditure to Government. 
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I do not want to anticipiite the criticisms of the members with 
reg?ird to various cuts but I trust after the explanation that the demand 
I am asking the (A)uncil to grant is realh^ lower by more than 
Rs. ^1, 00, 000 than the last year’s demand, some of the hon’ble members 
at any rate will l^e satisfied and some of them I hope will save the time 
of the House by not mfA’ing the motions which stand against their 
names. 

Mlailivi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: Sir, may I move motions 
Nos. 2 and 3 together? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you had l>etter move them separately. 

Mtauivi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD moved that the demand of 
Rs. 35,000 under the head 5A. — Charges of administration — 
Travelling allowance ” l)e reduced by Rs. 12,512. 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

“ Sir, we find from the Civil Budget Estimate for the year 1929-30 
that the exj>e»nditure in 1927-28 for ‘ Travelling allowances ’ was 
Rs. 22,488 and in 1928-29 the revised estimate was for Rs. 26,000. 

We have Rs. 12,512 as the difference between the expenditure under 
this head in 1927-28 and 1929-30. This amount may l>e spent on works 
of public utility. We see that the exptMiditure under this as well as 
under other heads is l>eiiig gnulually increased. Government are 
always in want of funds when we .sj>eak of the works of public and 
national welfare; but w'hen iiotwuthstanding this they go on wasting 
more and more money on honoraria and allowances, how can we keep 
our eyes closed and say nothing? Government servants often unfairly 
take allowance when they travel for private purposes and Government 
always connive at it. I say, therefore, that all these estimates are 
unfair and that they should be cut down. It is reasonable to bring 
it down to the amount actually spent in 1927-28. In motion No. 3 
I have shown that the Hon’ble Finance Member has asked for Rs. 7,913 
more this year for charges under head ‘ Office expenses and miscella^ 
neous ’ than what was spent under the same head in 1927-28. Both 
these charges are of the same department. As the time at my disposal 
is short 1 am unable to point out to you many other instances of whim- 
sical expenses in the same department. I hope the House will not 
sanction this extra expenditure.” 

Tilt Hon^Mt 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, whatever 
the suspicions of the hon’ble member may be about travelling allow- 
ances being utilised by officers of Government for shooting parties and 
so on, in the present case the reason for the increase of the demand 
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undir this head is that there are a larger number of additional railway 
projects. In the year 1927-28 there were seven special land acquisition 
establishments. In C^lcuttii we had two offices; in 24-Parganas we 
had two offices; in Burdwan there was sanction for an establishment 
from June 1927; in Rajsbahi for the Alxiulpur-Nawal>ganj Railway 
there was budget estimate for Rs. 1,199; in Dinajpur for the Dinajpur- 
Buhia Railway, since alwlished, there was provision for Rs. 542; in 
Mymensingh for the Netrokona-Mohanganj Railway, since abolished, 
there was provision for Rs. 937. Now, the total of that year under 
this head came to R.s. 22,488. In the present year we have the same 
two offices in Calcutta and jnactically the .same estimate. The same 
is the case with 24-Pargunas. In Burdwan. on account of largo 
acquisitions in connection with the l)umo<lar Canal project, the estim- 
ate has been increased from Rs. 2,473 in 1927 to Rs. 5,409 in the 
current year. Then there are a large numWr of railway schemes in 
Faridpur, for which a provision of Rs. 3,900 has bcMMi made. For the 
Chittagong-Nazirhat Rjiilway, sanctiomil in 1928-29. there is a ]movi- 
.sion of Rs. 2,000. For the Feni-Belonia Railway in Noakhali. sanc- 
tionesl in 1928-29, a provisicm of Rs. l,5fM) has Immoi made. For the 
Ducca-Aricha Railway and for the (hittagong-lXhazari Railway, the 
estimate under this head Rs. 3,000. It will thus he .seen that 
additional railway ])rojects ami increa.sed work in conne<’tion with the 
Damodar (?anal project are resixmsible for the increase in the estimate 
under this head. So far as the railway iwoject^ are concenie<l, this 
increase cannot stiictly l>e called an excess exi)enditure, as the money 
will l)e re(‘overed from the railways later on. I trust that after this 
explanation, the Council will agree t^ this demand. 

The motion of Maulvi Asimuddin Ahamad was then jmt and lost. 

11-30' a. m. 

Maulvi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD moved that the demand of 
Rs. 15,384 under the head “ 5A, — Charges of Land Revenue Admin- 
istration — Office expenses and miscellaneous ” be reduiM^d by Rs. 6,913. 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

** The expenditure under this head was Rs. 8,471 in 1927-28 and 
Rs. 10,900 in 1928-29. May I ask you. Mr. President, why the 
Hon^hle Member has raised it to Rs. 15,384 this year? 

Is public money to he spent only on allowances and office adminis- 
tmtion? Is there no other work in hand? 

Government plead want of funds and refuse our just demands 
when we raise the question of sanitation, education and agricultural 
loans and ask for money, hut year after year they waste money on 
office administration, maintenance of officers and other useless purpotes. 
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Govemmeni will no doubt mention some reason or other for additional 
•expenditure and give courteous answers to questions asked in the 
Mouse, but the reasons adduced by them will be far from satisfactory. 
It will take a lot of time to put forth the ^ievances of the villagers, 
but has the Hon’ble Finance Member seen with his own eyes how 
in Calcutta human beings sleep on the foot-paths in the company of 
dogs, having no house, no food and no medicine when they are illP 
We sometimes travel on foot and we have seen these men crying aloud 
for food and cloth or clasping people’s feet. The sight is intoler- 
able to us, but Government are indifferent. The poor mufassal people 
experience difficulty in finding shelter in Calcutta when they come 
here. 

It would have been a real boon to them if Government had spent 
the extra money they demand under this head for making some such 
provision as that of renting a house for accommodating these villagers 
.and other poor [leople. I would like to have a satisfactory reply 
from Government on all these points.” 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Credit has been taken by the 
Hon’ble MeinlHU' in charge and he has twice lepeated in his sj>ee(di 
that the lludget estimate for is less by over Rs. lakh.'^ than 

that for 1928-211. If, Sir, cure be taken to go thn)Ugh the figures, 
it will be found that it is a misleading statement -I do not however 
say that it is intentionally misleading. Now, Sir. if you look at the 
figu res for the last five years — it may be that he has taken credit 
thivS year for Rs. d lakhs for some reason or other but from tB'e 
fig\ires foi* tlie last five years from 1924 - 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is what you are saying relevant ? We aie 
discussing a partic ular item of the builget, namely, office expenditure, 
et<*., and 1 do not think that you can discuss the budget a^; a whole. 
You shoubl confine yourself to the particubn item. 

Babu BEilOY KRISHNA BOSE: I am confining myself to the 
matter of the increase Inith in the jmy and establishment charges 
in all the departments under the head ” Land Revenue.” 1 have 
gone through the figures and what I find is this : w hereas the revenue 
from 1924-25 up to date has increased by Rs. 14,26, 000, the expenses 
have increased by Rs. 16,89,000 and I was arguing the point why it 
was misleading. During this particular year there may be a decrease 
of expenditure for Rs. 4,00,000, but unless we look at the figures for 
the last five y^ors 

Mft PRESIDENT: What you are saying may be true, but what 
I meant to say was that you must confine yourself to the particular 
item which is now before the House. 
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Mhi iEJOY KRISHNA ROSEl 1 have got uothiiifr fuithi^r to 
my than that the expenses hare realty inereaseil (lurinf? the last five 
years. 

TIm Hofi*ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir. the 
reason for this apparent increase of expenditure is similar to what was 
ilisnissed in connection with item No. 2, namely, that in this year 
there have l)een a minil)er of new railway proje<-ts, such us in Fariil- 
piii in connection with Kulukhuli-Ilhatiafnira Railway; in ('hittu^^mg 
in connectiiui with ('hittaji^nig-Nuxirhat Railway; in Noakhuli, in 
i Dacra and aKo in (’hittagong. As a result we have to provide for 
exjienditure undei lheM‘ hwul*^. In Faridpur we have provided for 
Rs, in (diittagong Rs. 2,''>tMh in Noakhuli R>. 2, (MM), and for 

I the ('hittagong and Dacca offices Rs. d.OtMt and so on; and that is 
s the leasfui for this “ apparent “ increase 1 suy apparent hecuuse 

it will he realise<l from the Railway (’oiuj)any. The general lenmrk 
whit h has |)een math* applies to all heads — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir Piovash, 1 tlid ntu alhtw tttluo memhers 
tn go iiitit the hudgtO a> a whole. 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 am not 

going inttt that tpie'.tion. 1 am strictly ctmfiiiing mystdf to the amend- 
ment : and in connection with tin* amemlment. I wouhl draw atten- 
tion to page 27. wiiere lion'hle memhers will find under the head 
■“Actuals" touaids the end <d the page that there is a deiluction 
toi e'«fahlishment charg'es lecoverahle, r/c., Rs. (>,21,(ldh. a |M>rtion 
of Mhi<h is lor lecoveries from Railway administraticuis. Now. ns 
Mauivi Asinniddin Ahamad did n«>t perhaps follow the remarks I 
made, as he repeate<l the same arguments. I might, with your iH»r- 
mission, explain the matter to him in a coujile of sentences in 
Bengmli. 

I The ITon’hle Member explained in Rengnli the renstui for the 
3ip]*aient increase.) 

The motion of Mauivi Asimuddiii Ahamad was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called hut not moved : 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That the demand of Its. 2,fi4,(Kff) 
tinder the head ‘5A. “ Charges of Administration Land Acfpiisition 
Establishment * be reduced by Rs. 100/^ 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI StliMliir: I lieg 
to move that the demand of Rs. 32,000 under the head 5A.— 
Charges of Administration-Ward Estatas Establishment'’ lie reduced 
by Re. 1 (to discuss the insufficiency and lack of interest). 


4 
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In the atlmiiiistration of this department Government practicalljr 
concentrates its energy and attention to the collection rather than 
to the due administration of its trust and charj;re. Estates are placed 
in (hurge of Court of Wards for the disqualifications of the pro- 
prietors. These disqualifications arise sometimes out of minority or 
insanity of the wards and sometimes co-sharer landlords unable to- 
appoint a common manager place their estates under Coui-t of Wards. 
The managers and sub-managers have little regard for the feelings^ 
sentiments and welfare of their wards. Their chief anxiety lies in 
the gocwl (^olle(dion so that the Collector and the Board of Revenue 
may be satisfied with their work, but they seldom take i>er8onal care 
for the protection and development of the proi>erties. It is a well- 
known fact that the civil litigations by and against the Court of 
Wards are not lfK>ked after as satisfactorily as private cases. This is 
due entirely to the lack of personal care. Neither the managers nor 
their sulxn-dinates take such personal care as private proprietors and 
their offi<ters do. Few managers and their subordinates take the 
jjersonal care and jmins to l>e acquainted with full details of facts 
by wading through the voluminous documents and records of the 
proprietors far less they make i>ersoiial and sifting enquiries of all 
possible sources of evidence both oral and documentary. They rely 
on the notes and reports prepared by tahsildars and <lerk8 without 
due enquiry and feeling no interest for its subject-matter. 

True it is that the realisation of the estates under the Court of 
Wards is far l)€tter than the private estates, but there is really no 
credit for it. Court of Wards officers including tahsildars and j)eons 
are looked upon by the tenants as Government serv^ants and they can 
exercise any liinount of jmwer without any fear and can realise rents 
however illegally, irregularly and unreasonably — few tenants would 
protest or rush to court as they are under the impression that their 
work is an uphill work. 

Court of Wards records so far as tenants’ rights and names are* 
concerned are in many cases not complete and up to date. Certifi- 
cates ai*e often filed against persons who have long transferred their 
tenures and sometimes in the name of original tenure-holders though 
there have been three or four successive transfers by court and private 
sales. Certificates are issued in the names of some of the tenants- 
excluding the major portions of them and sometimes in the name of 
the grandfather though the grandson has succeeded. In many cases 
such certificates are somehow made final and money realised by the 
attachment of movables of the judgment-debtors. These are treated 
almost like Government demands, so the passage of realisation is easy 
and smooth. The inequities and hardship are apparent and few dare 
to seek the remedy. In case of sale and purchase of the tenure by 
the Court of Wards, it becomes a sale in execution of a money decree 
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or no 4ocr6e and the result upon the estate is not far to iinugine. 
If one eatate is placed in charge of the Court of Warda by different 
proprietors of their shares at different times, separate certificates for 
each share are issued and there are so many money decrees incon- 
venient both for the estate and the tenant. All these are due to the 
lack of personal interest and consequently of pi'oper enquiries by the 
officers. 

The percentage of collection charges under the management of 
(/Ourt of Awards is much higher than und^ private management. 
Still the officers entrusted with the charge take little inteit*st or are 
rather confined to their routine duties. The Hon ’hie Memlier in 
charge of the department who is himself a big samindar cun well 
imagine the inefficiency and its conse<iuent results upon the estates 
and tenants for the lack of personal interest of its officers. 

AVith these remarks I move this token cut that stands in my name. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: 1 join with my friend, Uai 
Satyendra Nath Hoy (.'houdhuri Bahadur, in what he has said. A 
good deal of opprobrium attaches to the name of Ruinindar. He is 
held up to the world as an oppressive j)er8on capable of doing any 
foiin of mischief and so forth. Whenever the Court of Wards 
assumes charge of any estate, it becomes devoid of all human feel- 
ings and it concentrates its attention only upon the realisation of ranU 
fiom the tenants quite unmindful of their troubles and hardships. 
The manager ha.s absolutely no connection with that part of the country 
where the samindari is situated and he can take a good deal of pride 
if he can show a large j>ercentage of arrear collections. His future 
promotion depends upon the amount he can realise and if he ran 
show that he is unmindful of any other considerations whic h ought 
to weigh and always weigh with private zamindars. The remedy 
lies in changing the system in which this administration is curried 
on. No conviction, no promotion, is the basis of promotion so far 
ns the administration of justice is concerned. No realisation of rent, 
no promotion, is the principle or the motto which guides the sui>erior 
officers of the Revenue Department from the Board of Revenue down- 
wards. So it is no wonder that the manager under the Court of 
Wards does not exercise the discretion which he can exercise under 
normal conditions in such a manner as to avoid the utmost amount 
of inconvenience and hardship to the tenants. There ought to Iw some 
limit to these exactions if I am permitted to nse the word. 

11-45 a.m. 

In this connection a discussion has been raised and I want to draw 
the attention of the superior revenue officers of Government from the 
Hon'ble Revenue Member downwards that if they take some personal 
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care in theae things^ a great deal of improvement may be brought 
about. Managers of Courts of Wards show a certain amount of 
in,difference to their wards which ill befits their dignified position. 
They take advantage of their official position to bring indignity on 
their wards and also the co-sharers of their w^ards. Whenever there 
is any difference between their wards and other co-sharers who are not 
under their management the lot of those co-sharers is ver>' hard and 
instances have been known — and 1 can cite them — in which managers 
have behaved in a manner which is irritating, undignified and un- 
f>(‘c(jraing; and I think, Sir, such things can W avoided if superior 
re^enue officers give some of their personal care to them. 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: It is rather 
difficult to answer the somewhat vague j^eneralities of my hon’ble 
fiiends. 'I’lie complaint of Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Clnuidhuri Baha- 
dur, or rather one of his (omplaints, is that the Courts of Wards 
ttianagers seldom take care of their wards. Now there are quite a 
large number of C<»urts of Wards estates under the management of 
the Board of Revenue and the total rent roll of sinli estates is about 
Rs. 9tJ lakhs or nearly a crore (»f rupees. If in a particulai estate 
a pailicular manag(‘r is guilty of comluct such as lias lieen alleged 
then this should in the fits! instance he brought to the notice of the 
(^dlectoi who is j espoiisihle t<»i the adniinisti at ion of the Cmnt of 
Wards in that district. It no leniedv is ohiained fjoin him. then it 
may go to the Divisional Commissionei , atol th(‘ Hoaid of Revenue 
and ultimatel\ to ( loMu nnient ; hut nnles> s])»‘cific instances are 
bi’ought to the notice of the local officers and unless there is proper 
1 inestigat ion, it is perhaps unjust to rharacterise the (\nirt of AVards 
niana^eis ns a ( lass of offieeis who do not attend to their duties or are 
not syni|iathet ic towarcN their wards. It is significant that whereas 
Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri Bahadur say^ that tlie realisation 
of the (’otirts f»f AVards is satisfactory. Balm Nagendra Nath Sen does 
not jn'iliajis s(‘e ey(‘ to eye with him on this p«dnt. Rai Satyendra 
Nath Roy Choudhuii Bahadur is of opinion apparently — perhaps he 
will correct me later on, if I am wrong — that g(Mid collection means 
eulisfactory record for zaminduri work. On the other hand Babu 
Nagendra Nath Sen seems to think that g(K)d collection is testimony 
of harshness. It is all very well, fSr, to be generous with other 
people’s money. It is w’ell known that Courts of Wards estates are 
either estates of minors or of disfiualified proprietors who have had to 
come under the (V)urts of AVards owing to heavy indebtedness, or of 
females who are unable to manage their own properties. The manager 
<»f Courts of AA^ards is a trustee. It is his business to do his best and 
lie tries to do his liest. Now, Sir, iioliody has asserted that in such 
and such an estate such and such a manager has acted with harshness 
and that no remedy was obtained even though the matter was brought 
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to tli« notice of liis immediate superiors and due in vest libation wa^' 
not made. That Wing the position, I submit that this is not the* 
proper procedure of getting the relief which my friends want. If 
relief is sought, specific instances must be given so that a local enquiry 
may be made with a view to the matter being satisfactorily dealt with. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. »‘12,000 under the head 5A. — 
(Miarges of Administration — Wnrd< E»»tntes Establishment be re- 
duced by Re. 1 was then put and a division taken with the following 
result ; — 


AYES. 


AhamaS, Mauivi Atimuddin. 

Atrquilah, Mr. SyMI Md. 

Brg»ai, Babu Aomat Chandra. 
Banarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Banariaa, Babu Promotha Nath. 
BannarjM, Babu Jitandralal. 

Baau. Mr. P. C. 

Bota, Babu Bejoy Krishna. 
Cliakravarti, Babu Jafindra Chandra. 
ChattarjM, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 
Chaudhun, Mauivi Nurul Hud. 

Oat Oupta, Or. J. M. 

Ounguly, Babu Khagendra Nath. 

Chota, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Gupta, h«r. Jogath Chandra. 


Main, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Maitra, triJut datandra Nath. 

Muktrjaa, irijut Tarahnath. 

Pal Chaudhuri, Mr. Ranjit. 

Rahman, Mauivi ihamtur*. 

Ray, Or. Kumud tanhar. 

Ray, Irijut Radha Qabinda. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran tanhar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur latytni 
Nath. 

Surliar, Babu Naiiniranjan. 

•an, thjut Nagandra Nath. 

Ion Oupta, Mr. 4, M. 


NOES. 


Aehariya Chaudhun, Maharaja Shathi 
Kanta. 

Addams-WMMamt, Mr. C. 

Ahamad, Mauiv> Katiruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Emaduddin. 
Blair, Mr. 4, P. 

Cataallt, Mr. A. 

Ch&udhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Haftxar Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon'bla Ndwab Bahadur 
•aiyid Nawab Alt, Khan Bahadur, 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Khorthtd Aiam. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cahon, Mr. O. 4. 

Oaah, Mr. A. 4. 

Orummand. Mr. 4. 0. 

Parraatar, Mr. 4. Campbali. 

Ohaaa, Mr. M. C. 

Qhath Maulik, Mr. tatyandra Chandra. 
Hahibullah, Naarab Khwaja. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Axitul. 
Hang, Mr. 0. P. 

Naaam, Mawah Mutharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Hmaain, Mauivi taufat. 
daakina, Or. W. A. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Ahul. 

Laird, Mr. It M 


Lamb. Mr. T. 

Marr, tht Hon'bla Mr. A. 

MeCluthia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, the Hon'bla Sir Provath Chundar. 
Mobariy, the Hon’bla Mr. A. N. 

Mukarji, Mr. S. C. 

Philip. Mr. 4. Y. 

Phiipol, Mr. H. C. V. 

Pranlioa, Mr. W. O. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur*. 

Rauf, Mauivi Syad Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Rota, Mr. 0. F. 

Roy, Mr. Bijay Pratad Sinth. 

•arfcar, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan, 

tan, Mr. Satiah Chandra. 

Shah, Mr. Ohalam Naasain. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra 
Narayan. 

tioptatan, Mr. H. E. 

Stthraarardy, Mr. H. S. 

Taia, Major Oantral Oadfray. 

Thamaa, Mr. H. W. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr, W. L. 

Waritavarih, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 28 and the Noes 50 the motion was lost. 
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Babu PROMOTHA NATH BANERJBE: I move that the demand 
of Rfl. 32,000 under the head ** 5 A. — Charges of Administration — 
Wards Estate and Establishment ” be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss 
the management of the Wards Estates in Contai subdivision and to 
protest against the action of the Manager of the Basudevpur Wards 
Estate for realising rent with interest from raiyaU of the flood-stricken 
areas of the Khagda Dubda jliih when other partner zaniindars seeing 
the miserable condition of the raiyats have granted remission of 
Tents.) 

T heg to move the motion of reduction only to draw the attention 
of tiic (Government to the miserable condition of the flood-stricken 
people of the Kagda and Dubda basins and to the action adopted by 
the manager of the Basudevpur ward estate in realising rents from 
the tenants of those places. Sir, the places Kagda and Dubda are 
very low and it is almost yearly inundated by flood. Fortunately, 
Mr. Addams-Williams is present here, and he knows full well the 
condition of the people of those places. The people of those places 
do not get crop yearly but they get crop after every fourth or fifth 
year. For the last three years they did not get crop for flood and 
only this year they have got crop. For this reason there is a custom 
with the zamindars of the places from time immemorial that they 
give remission of rent to the tenants for the years in which they suffer 
loss of crop. This system has been 

(At this stage Maulvi Nurul Huq Chaudhuri crossed the floor 
between the speaker and Mr. President.) 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nurul Huq Chaudhuri, please do not cross 
the floor l)etween the member in possession of the House and the 
Chair. 

Babu PROMOTHA NATH BANERJEE: This system has been 
followed by tb© lamindars and I may mention the name of one zamin- 
dar, Chowdhury JTarendra Nath Bahari of Betagur, who has given 
remission of rent for the years in which the people suffered loss of 
crop. But the manager of the ward estate of Basudevpur has given 
no remission of rent for the last two years; and not only this, he has 
charged interest for arrears of rent. The Government gave agricul- 
tural loan for the last two’ years and even they gave relief, yet the 
manager did not think it necessary to give remission for the years in 
which the people got no crop, I think the manager cannot do away 
with the old custom followed by the zamindars of Basudevpur before 
their estates went under the management of the Court of Wards. If 
Government give me promise that they will enquire and take steps 
I am ready to withdraw my motion. 
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Tiii Htfi’bto Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER HITTERS Sir, I am 
certainly prepared to enquire into this matter. Since the receipt of 
this notice we enquired from the Board of Revenue, and, I under- 
stand, that the manager did suspend the collection of the arrears, and 
he also allowed tenants to pay up and no interest was charged in the 
case of those who paid up within a certain period. But there is this 
difference between a private proprietor and a person whose estate is 
under the Court of Wards. The manager of the Court of Wards 
should have regard to the condition of the tenants, if there is acute 
distress, and if the condition of the tenants permit, he ought to try to 
realise on much rent as he can. I have, however, no objection to make 
furthei enquiries into the matter. 

The motion of Babu Promothn Nath Banerjee was then, by leave 
of the (^ouncil, withdrawn. 


Srijut dOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,000 under the head “ 5A. — Road Cess Valuation and 
Revaluation Establishment ” be reduced by Its. 100. (The drastic 
manner in which the work of revaluation is l)eing done.) 

Sir, I rise to record my most emphatic denunciation of the most 
drastic manner in wdiicli rf)ad cess revaluation is being conducted 
in some of the districts of Bengal. 

I claim to have some knowledge of its working in the district of 
Pabna. and I shall confine my remarks to that place. But 1 am sure 
the p(dicy pursued there is Innind to be followed in other parts of 
Bengal — the brain centre Wing the same. 

Sir, a few months ago I had put in some interpellations in this 
<onnection. But the replies they evoked from the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Revenue Department were halting and most evasive. 
They were not convincing; on the other hand, they disclose in an 
unmistakable manner the working of a troubled conscience. The poor 
X)eople of the district got highly alarmed over this unjust imposition 
and those among them who had still a lingering faith in the honesty 
of the Government, sent a largely signed memorial to His Excellency 
the Governor praying for immediate relief. But, as usual, it re^.eived 
a verA’ scanty attention. Nothing has been done so far; at least to 
our knowledge — not even an enquiry made as to the legitimacy or 
otherwise of the complaints made. 

The Cess Aid clearly lays down in section 4 that while ascertaining 
the value of a land only the annual rent paid by tbe cultivating 
raiyats should be taken into consideration. But in the course of this 
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revaluation, you will be astonished to learn that the bargadars have 
been treated as raiyats and the crops paid by them as rent. This is 
not only against the letter and spirit of law, but also against the 
custom and usage of the district prevailing from time immemorial. 
A distinction has been sought to be made between a cultivating raiyat 
and a non-cultivating raiyat. The tenants cultivating land with the 
help of bargadars have been classed as non-cultivating raiyats. 
We fail to find, how and from what law this novel definition of a 
“ non-cultivating raiyat has been found. The Bengal Tenancy Act, 
old and new, i.c., the previous and the amended one, has no such defi- 
nition. The Revaluation Officer, when (luestioned, could not give any 
law or ruling in his support. Many eminent lawyers proi-eeded to 
discuss the legal aspect of the question and pointed out clearly the 
most illegiil and arbitrary^ method of his assessment; but, the jnharf/nxt 
hakim would only say that he had instructions on the point, and he 
was there to carry them out. But what was the nature of instruction, 
he would not or could not say. This illegal process has been going on 
mercilessly with the result that tenants having bargadars have been 
assessed at even five times or more of their original assessment on the 
same jama or rent. 

The table of rates determined by the Revaluation Officer i^ ab- 
normally high, as will be shown by the fact that lands under baiga in 
Sadar subdivisioji Imve been valued at Rs. 18-12 per acre and at 
Rs. 21-14 in Scrajgjinj subdivision. I'he valuation of different i‘la»es 
of land has been fixed most sweepingly without reference to the vary- 
ing local conditions. Cesses have been levied (»n waste, umniltivated 
and submerged lands, and excavations which do not yield any profit. 
Assessment on sucli uni)roductive lands would be tin unjust im|iositn)a 
— an extortion without parallel in any civilised government. 

Sir, the time at my disposal being limited, I cannot give you 
large number of instan<*es to demonstnite the monstrous nature of 
assessments made. But I cannot refrain from mentioning just one 
instance which N'ill make the position clear. One raiyat (khatian 
No. 108) paying annual rent of Rs. 3-10 and cesses one anna nine pies 
has been as.sessed at Re, 1-15-3, i.r., almost equal to the rent he pays 
and, 18 times the previous road cess. 

In all such ca.ses the parties either protested or filed petitions with 
court-fees, but they were generally rejected in a summary manner. 
In some cases, of course, the objecting party gets some concession but 
in such cases, the Revaluation Officer takes the party’s consent in 
wu'iting to his mcnle of valuation. The value of consent under sucfi 
circumstances can be very easily imagined. 

Sir, I ask the House to consider the colossal nature of injustice done 
by this grinding process. The Bardoli imposition fades away into 
insignificance when compared to this. 
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Sir, I am not a lawyer but I happen to be in humble possesaion of 
some land and claim to have common sense view of laws relating to 
land. As I understand it, the controversy centres round the imposi- 
tion of cesses on lands in actual possession of raiyats holding laiida 
cultivated through bargadars. Such raiyats should he I'egarded aa 
cultivating raiyats within the definition laid down in the Cess Act, 
The present amending Act (IV of has defined raiyats to include 

persons cultivating their lands through servants or labourers (as op- 
posed to hired servants of tlie old Act). Therefoi'e, all these raiyats- 
who do not cultivate by their own ploughs but through Imrgudars, 
I.P., lalM>urers or servants, should W coiisitlered as (‘ultivating raiyats. 
Their cesses should be calculated on the rent payable by them to their 
landlords. 

As regards imposition of cesses on unproductive lands such as^ 
mathials, jungles, etc., rule 58 of the (^'ss Act is a sutticient guide. 

Sir, I have no time to dwell on some of the irregularities of pnx'e- 
dure oi' on the harassing nature of the whole transactions. What I 
have already stated will be, 1 hope, sufficient to convince the House 
as to the enormity ot the injustice done. 1 a})j»eal to the House to 
condemn the action of the (lovernment in setting up an engine of op- 
pressimi which is bound to sj)ell ruin and disaster to the millions of 
our fellow countrymen. 

With these woids. Sir, I beg to move this motion for the aciept- 
ance of the House. 

The Hon’bleSir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, it is true 
that in the distrii t of Raima and in stmie other districts, then* has been 
a large increase in cesses. liut the reasons tor tht‘ huge incrtnise in 
cesses are mostly not the reasons stated bv the mover; there are other 
reasons, for example, wluni* a record-of-rights has taken ]»lace, it is 
no longer possible lor the landlords t^> fib* a return the truth ot whiidr 
cannot be ascertaine<l : rr in other words, where the reiord-of-rights 
has taken place, the (Vss R(*valuatiou Officer is in a jwwition to know 
all al>out a irarticular estate and that is a fruitful reason for increasing 
the cesses. Another reason is the reclamation of waste and char lands. 
The income of the Kamindars is increased hy the rec lamation of these 
lands and it is but fair that they should pay an inc reased cess. Another 
reason for the increase is the formutiem of new' diara esUites. Then 
again new niskar lands are brought to light by means of a record-of- 
rights. As a result of settlement (y|>erations, the true areas of land 
are ascertained and where there is an inc rease due to increase in area, 
that increase is available for cesses at the rate for the increased area. 
There is also an increase in the numl)er of cess tenures, as a result of 
settlement operations which, under the previous valuation, was treated 
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lands of cultivating raiyats and it is to some cases under tliis last- 
mentioned head that the remarks of my friend, Babu Jogendra Nath 
Moitra, may apply, namely, the case of bargadars. As regards bar- 
giidars, it is well known that merely because the expression bargadar 
has l>een used, it does not follow that that individual is not a tenant. 
He may be a tenant or he may be a labourer. Where he is a tenant 
under section 4 of the Cess Act, he will come under the definition of 
a ** cultivating raiyat.” A cultivating raiyat is a person cultivating 
the land and paying rent therefor not exceeding Rs. 100 per annum. 
A part of section 4 lays down — “ The annual value of any land, 
estate, »/r tenure means the totfil rent which is payable, or if no rent 
is actually payable, it would be payable during the year by all the 
cultivating raiyats of such land, estate or tenure or by other persons 
in the actual use or occujmtion thereof.^’ Now that l)eing the position 
with regard to the kirgjular who is an actual raiyat, it doe« not seem, 
if assessment has IxM'n made on that basis, the assessment would be 
anything but quite legal. On the (yther hand if a Imrgadar is not an 
actual cultivating nuyat but is a lal)ourer, it is open to the parties 
aflVcted to move against an assessment which is illegid or unjust. 
Since the receipt of the mvtice of this motion we made enquiries, and 
1 find from the letter of the Collector of Pabna that a very* large num- 
l)er of gentlemen of positic.n of that place accejded in writing the 
revaluation of barga lands. Among the ptirties w’ho accepted in writing 
the revaluation of barga lands were Khan Hahadur Wasimuddin Ahmed, 
who, I understand, was the Chairman of the District Board, Maulvi 
AIkIuI Oaffur, Babu Rebatimohan Sarker, President, Hindu Maha- 
sabha, Babu Radhagobinda Das and others (alt(^gether almut 395 
gentlemen consisting of zamindars, pleaders and other men of position). 
(Tnternipticns from Srijut Jogendra Nath Moiti*a.) 

12-15 p.m. 

If that was the case, then, if properly analysed, it follows that they 
got vsonie benefit, and 395 gentlemen of that particular district — 
gentlemen (K‘cupying g(Mnl position in society — have accepted the 
system of valuation that has been criticised by the mover then 
in that district there is perhaps not much legitimate ground for com- 
plaint. But my friend has mentioned one case which seems to be a case 
of veiy- high assessment, rt>., 18 times the previous valuation. I have 
not the particulars of the case before me, but I promise that I shall 
enquire into the matter and if the law permits of any relief being 
granted, T shall cwtainly see what I can do in the matter. But if the 
gentlemen affected have already accepted the system of barga assess- 
ment, which this particular officer followed, I do not think that the 
proper method of upsetting it is by moving a token cut in the budget. 
The proper (‘o\n-se would l>e for the gentlemen affected to prefer appeals. 
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^ If those gentlemen have not appealed, then there seems to be hardly 
any ground for complaint. But if there is any instance of high 
assessment the matter may be brought to the notice of the Government 
or the Board of Revenue. About this particular matter, however, I 
promise that I shall look into it to see if any illegality was committed 
or any action taken without jurisdiction. 

Srijut JOGENDRA NATH MOITRA: If the Hon’ble Member 
promises to enquire into the legal aspect of the question, and, if pos- 
sible to remedy the defects, I shall not press my motion. 

Tlie Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; What I did 
promise was to enquire into this matter and also to examine the legal 
aspect of the question in order to see if any relief could be given and 
nothing further. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Mr. Moitra, if you want to withdraw the 
mot K Ml, you will have to do it without any condition. So, jdease make 
up ,\our mind whether you will or will not withdraw it. 

Srijut dOCENDRA NATH MOITRA; After the statement of the 
lion'lde Member in charge, I do not wish to j»ress the motion. 

The motuMi was then, by leave of the f’ouncil, withdrawn. 

Rfti SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bthwiur: I beg to 

move that the demand of Hs. under the head “ 5A. — (Jharges of 

Administration — lload-Cess Valuation and Revaluation Establish- 
ment " be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the harassing nature of it). 

Sir, revaluation is itself harassing to landlords and tenants. It is 
still more distressing if it is constantly repeated. I/et me first of all 
explain to the House. Sir, what this process of revaluation means. 
If there are 18 grades of tenancies between proprietor and the tillers 
of the soil, everyone shall have to file cess return. Nay this is not 
all. First of all the proprietor will submit his return; if there are 
sub-divided co-sharers of the next grade each of them will submit 
separate return and every tenant under him shall have to submit 
separate returns for hi.s one jama in proportion to landlord's share. 
Thus ultimately one tenant may be required to file 20 papers for one 
jama and how this return is to l)e filled. There is a special form con- 
sisting of four parts which are to be filled up. Majority of the Bengal 
tenants are illiterate or not sufficiently educated to fill up these, 
striking out the proportions. So they are to take help of the experts 
on remuneration and then comes the bujharat. It is easy to imagine 
the expense and trouble to which the proprietor and the tenure-holders 
and tenants are put. So I say repetition of this at the interval of 
certain years is a very great hardship. 
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In many districts of Bengal settlement records have been prepared , 
and revaluation has been based on those papers which has greatly 
saved trouble of the public. If those estates are again revalued and 
road (-ess returns are called on the ground that settlement operations 
took place some years ago people are unnecessarily harassed and put 
to expense. This should be discouraged and deprecated. 

To protest against this constant repetition of revaluation proceed- 
ings, I have brought Uiis motion of token cut and I move the motion 
that stands in my name. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE; vSir, in connection with 
this motion may I speak a few words!" There seems to he a con- 
siderable amount of misapprehension as to the reason why there is 
harassment so far as revaluation proceedings are concerned. In con- 
nection with the Primary Education Bill some of us hud to deal with 
the operations of the (!ess Act in order to see its effect on the tenantry 
of Bengal, and we came to the conclusion, as a result of expeit advice 
and also after a detailed examination of the Act, that the real reason 
lay in the Act itself, and if my friends say that the harassmejit i> due 
to the operations of the Act by the officers, I would say that it i^ Jiot 
due to them, but it is due to the nature of the Act. The Hon'ble 
Member-in-charge has Just now said that there is a right r»f aj>peal. 
Jbu‘s<mally, Sir, 1 have been through a period of revuluatioii assess- 
ment and 1 say that I have not been able to undeistand the fooce^luie 
or the foi-m in which the Bengal tenants are asked to submit the re- 
turns. The leal trouble lies in the Act itself and the rules framed 
thereunder. If tin* Hon'ble Member will look uj) the (Vss Act and 
examine the legal aspect of the (luestion, as he just now jiromised, he 
will at orce come to the conclusion that there is a (-onsiderable amount 
of hardship, imt so much 1 fielieve on the landlord nor on the tenants, 
but on the middle class as defined under the (’ess Act. I do uo\ mean 
the actual middle class but that class which is supposed to be the 
creation of the Cess Act. I hope the Hon’ble Member will look up 
this a^'pect of the (luestion so that there may not be any hardship to 
the people of Bengal. 


Srijut NAGENDRA NATH BEN: I would venture to say that the 
levy of road ces*^ i.s an act of breach of faith on the part of Govern- 
ment after the promulgation of the Permanent Settlement in Bengal. 
This is an old story and I do not want to go into the history of this 
legislation. The (luestion Wfore the House is that in the matter of 
valuation and revaluation of cess the officers of Government should be 
asked to work in a manner which will be the least oppressive to the 
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pwpk. It is perfectly well known that the dehnition of eultivatinjf 
laiyat and tenure-holder in the Cess Act is not the same as in the 
Dengal Tenancy Act. Ordinary people accustomed to use the Den^l 
Tenancy Act know what a raiyat or a tenure-hohler is, hut when people 
are asked to submit road cess returns, they are confronted with a new 
definition of cultivating raiyat and tenure-holder; so it is ne(‘essary 
tor them, in order to escape from the clutches of the underliiiffs of the 
department, to take the help of some expert for the purpose of filliufr 
up correctly the road cess returns. The llon’lle Member-iii-char>rc 
WO" just now pleased to state that the heavy amount of assessment 
in ceitain cases was due not to the had workiiiff of the Road (Vss Act, 
hut I'ecause of the discoveiy of tuskar lands after the iMnichision of the 
suivey and settlement opeiatiims and the re(‘or4l-of-riphts operations. 

1 would respectfully submit to the Hon’hle Member that the operation 
of Chapter X (d‘ the Ben^•al d’enancv Act in Denial is not a new affair. 
It was during the time of Sir Nicholas Deatson-llell that survey and 
settlement operations were on a miuh bigger scale undertaken in the 
rtakar^anj district. It was under Mr. Jack that survey and settle- 
ment (»i)erations wer(‘ begun in the district of Faridpur more than a 
(juaitei of a century ago. I would respectfully ask the llon’ble 
Men»bej in charge of the Land Revenue Department whether after 
tlj(j>e o])eiations had been conclude<I in those districts tin* roa<l t'ess 
had been doubled oi trebbol, as has been the cas(‘ in Pabna, Jessore, 
and ]ieihaps what is going to be in Khulna. The ((uestion which con- 
cern^ the public is not that ( foviMnnicnt should be asked to tmcourage 
the (cmealment of [jropeities so as to cause a ilimintition in Govern- 
meni ('e>>. but the rjm‘stion is \Giether the Act slnuibl be pul int«» 
opeiation with the least ligour and with some sympathy — whether 
syiujnithy sliould not be the keynote of the administration f»f this ^ ' 
The tenant has got to ])ay something- and it is a matter tor consideia- 
tlon \\ bethel the\ should not l>e made to pay that something in a 
niannei in which they would feel the stings of asses.sment less sharply 
than would otheiwise be the case. First (d all, I wiuild say that with 
legard to the khaindj’ lands there is great difficulty. It is stated that 
the Divisional Conimissionei issues certain rules according to which 
these lands should l>e valued and the annual value of these lands 
should be put. When these rules were promulgated the public w^ere 
not taken into confidence — not that they are ever taken into confidence 
with regard to any matter. As to the jirohable annual value of an 
acre of land in each thana or subdivision, or in a particular dihi, the 
superior Revenue Officers lely on their underlings — the Kanungo, 
Sub-Deputy Collector, or Deputy Collector — ^who, unmindful of the 
real state of things, supply indefinite data and the superior officers act 
on those data. They turn a deaf ear w^henever apy complaints are 
made. Before valuation or revaluation of a particular area is under- 
taken the people should l>e taken into confidence through the District 
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Boards, or the Local Boards, or the Union Boards, which have got to 
spend the road cess which is collected. As regards the method under 
which revaluation should be made or the annual value on which an 
acre of land should be assessed for the purpose of road cess valuation 
there should be some publicity and the people should be taken into 
confidence. 


12-30 p.m. 


Nothing should be done in secret so that room for complaint should 
be as little as possible. 

Then ns regards the publication of the valuation roll, everybody 
who lives in the mufassal knows that it is in the nature of a farce. 
Nobody ever knows before the statutory |)eriod has elapsed that he 
has been assessed for a particular value or for a particular time, and 
when the time has expired, he is suddenly pounced upon and a demand 
is made to him. If he puts in any objection, the peon’s return is 
jdaced before him to show that the notice was given. If the .serving 
peon is a Hindu, his word is taken as Tedo. Bakya and if the serving 
peon is a Muhammadan, it is taken as Koran, and there is no devia- 
tion made, because the process-serving peon is incapable of telling 
any lies. In this way poor people’s objections are frittered away 
and they have absolutely no chance of speaking and of having their 
grievances remedied. Under these circumstances I think we should 
adopt the resolution moved by Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri 
Bahadur. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Mr. President, Sir, I claim to speak 
as an expert on this matter, because 1 think I am probably the only 
member of this House who has ever carried out the cess revaluation 
of a district. I only want to explain two points. First, the point 
raised by my friend here that under the Cess Act the small tenure- 
holder is the person who is treated in the most summary manner. 
Now, Sir, that is so when there is no record-of -right. When there 
is no record-of-right and the landlord files a return and that return 
shows a tenure paying rent to the landord less than Rs. 5, the Cesa 
Valuation Officer can assess the tenure on three times the rent, 
namely Rs. 15; that is a summary procedure and is very hard. When 
there is a record-of-right, that summary valuation is wiped out com- 
pletely. The full details of the landlord's stith — I use a settlement 
word which is probably understood here — and the ttith of every 
tenure-holder are on the khatians and obtainable from the khatians, 
and the tenure-holder, instead of being summarily assessed at three 
times the rent, is always assessed on the basis of the record-of-righta,. 
on his actual collections. 
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One other point, Sir. The last speaker siifcgested that the uiuler- 
lings of the department settled what rate should be ehar^l as the 
valuation fur lands, such as khunutr and kha» and lands in which 
the bargadar is not a tenant. It is not so. The officer in chai^ 
determines this important iK>int. I settled myself by working out 
the average raiyat’s rent on the settlement records. I think in the 
Xoakhali district we took Rs. 3-2 i>er acre as the valuation and put 
that valuation on all the khas lands. 


Tho Hofi’Mo Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: The grievance 
of Rai Satyendra Nath Roy (’’houdhuri Bahadur is that the cess 
revaluations are harassing to the landlords as well as to the tenants. 
Well, if that is a grievance, it is in the Act itself. Cess valuations 
take place at stated jwriods and I can well symjtathise with him. 
Any increase in the payment of taxation is never a pleasing pro<'es8, 
whether it be of income-tax or a tax of any other shape or form. 
The Act is there and it is for the Revenue Department to administer 
that Acd. Now, under the Act, as has been explained by Mr. Thomp- 
son very lucidl}’, there is hardly much chance of the Valuation 
Officer going wrong where there has been a record-of-right. Where 
there has been no record-<jf-right, the Cess Valuation Officer (uni value 
summarily in certain cases under section 29 of the Act, and he can 
take twice the rent as the valuation. But where there is a record- 
of-right and in the vast majority of cases in which there i> sinth a 
rec'ord, these cases come under Part I of the Act. It is only in cases 
which come under Part I or where there is a dispute as to whether 
it should come under Part I, or where the holder is a bargadar, and 
the question is if the holder is a raiyat or not a raiyat and if latter 
then whether the land is held khas by him then difficulties may arise. 
If, on the other hand, he is a raiyat, he comes within the definition 
of a ** cultivating raiyat.” It is only in limited cases which come under 
Part I that the question of assessment really arises, and even in such 
cases as the Valuation Officer has the lH?nefit of knowing the rent 
of the entire neighbourhood from the record-of-rights, it is not like- 
ly that he will go wrong. If he goes wrong, it is quite possible to 
get his error rectified by an appeal, for under section 4 the definition 
of annual value is this; ” Annual value of any land, estate or tenure 
means the total rent which is payable, or if no rent is actually pay- 
able, would, on a reasonable assessment, be payable during the year 
by all the cultivating raiyats of such land, estate or tenure, or by 
other perscms in the actual use and occupation thereof.’* Therefore, 
it is a question of evidenc>e, and when there is a record-of-rights,^ the 
evidence of the rentals of the neighbourhood is easily available. 

There is good deal in what Khan Bahadur Asieul Haque has said, 
namely, the defect in the framing of the Act. Well, this is an Act 



64 


DEMAICDS FOR GRAOTS. 


[16th Mar. 


which came into force lonj? before the Benpral Tenancy Act of 1886 
4;ame into foice, and what was contemplated by the framera of the 
Act was contemplated at a time when the Collector and hi« staff could 
not have much knowledge of the internal position of a tauzi. That 
may l)e a good argument for amending the Act. Without making any 
hasty j)iomiHe, I may inform the House that recently in connection 
with a memorial whi<*h came from a certain district, it was net'essary 
for me to go into the matter very closely; and the matter struck me 
in the same way as it struck Khan Bahadur Aziz\il Haque. For 
«xam]»lc, Sir, under the (^ess Act we have such a thing as the assess- 
ment of a “ cess- tenure.'' Fuder the Bengal Tenancy Act i)erhaptj,,, 
the necessity to assess a cess tenure on a basis different from an ordinal*^ 
tenure is oi)en to legitimate argument. But my point for the purpose 
of discussing the present motion is that l)eyond draw’ing attention to 
-certain leal or suj)posed hardships no good j)urpo8e will be seiwed by 
voting upon this cut, because it is quite clear, some of the s)>eakers 
themselves have made it clear, if there is any dilficiilty, the difficulty 
lies in the Act. In regard to the administration of the Act, at any 
rate so far as the Government is concerned, nothing has Wn alleged. 
Therefore, the object of the cut disappears. 

Bahu Nagendra Nath Sen has said that the officers of Governmenl 
should Ih* asked to act with more symi>ath\ . If Balm Nageudra Nath 
Sen will leally analyse his suggestion he will see that it cannot really 
mean anything. We can only ask onr officers to administer the Act 
according to the ]>rovisions of the Act and according to tlic rules 
framed under the Act. A jiarticular otHcer (jm tlie evidence before him 
may come to one conclusion; another ofHcej’ may come to amdlier con- 
^•liisioii, just as two .fudges dealing with the same facts may come to 
diffVient conclusions, and an appe^iil (‘ourt may come to a third con- 
clusion. At any rate, lieyond asking the officers of Government to 
administer the Act according to the provisions of the Act and the rules 
made thereunder. Government cannot go any further. 

Babu Nageudra Nath Sen has also said that Cess Revaluation 
Officers are bent on increasing the cess and the record -of -rights is 
not really responsible for such increases, and he has referred me to 
the case of Barisnl and Faridpur settlements. Well, it is not neces- 
sary for me to enquire into what took place 20 or 25 years ago. I 
know in the recent cess revaluations made in Pabna and Nadia the 
cess revenue has increased and increased very largely. On a c-areful 
perusal of the reports of the Ce.ss Revaluation Officers and of the 
Collectors of thene districts I have little hesitation in coming to the 
conclusion that aS' it is possible to know from the record-of-righta about 
the internal affaii’s of a tnuzi and the person who submits a return can 
no longer det^eive to the same extent that he could previously that 
a good portion of the increased cess is due. 
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lAfitly, 1 would remind tke House that ike inofOM^d iaaome 
does 1^ go to tke coffere of tke GoTemmeni; it goes fwr tke benefit 
of tke rural areas and of tke teeming masses on wkose bekalf so many 
eloquent speeches have been made in this House, so if individual 
aamindars have to sufifer, it should be bcnne in mind that they have 
to suffer for tke good of their poorer neighbours in tke district. 

The motion of Ilai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhiiri Bahadur was 
then put and lost. 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: Sir, I beg to draw your attention to the 
^act that No. 9 and the next one are on similar lines. 

The following motion was trailed but not moved 

» Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN 3 That the demand of Rs. 6,14,000 
under the head ‘ 5 A. (’barges of Administration* be reduced bv 
Rs. 100.” 

Srijut RADHA COBINDA RAY: 1 l)eg to move that the demand 
of Us. 6,14,000 under the head “ 5A. — Charges of Administration " 
be reduced by lie. 1 (to raise a dis(‘Ussioii on the general jadicy and 
administration of the Department). 

Sir, when 1 examine the budget figures of the Bengal Government, 
one serious question repeatedly arises in my mind — whether the theory 
people’s money ” is not a delightful fraud.” The English people 
born and brought up under an atmosphere of freedom have brought 
with them some words and ]>hra8e8 which have a real significance in 
their native country, but be<’orae really hypercritical w^hen they are 
intended to be applied to this cursed country of ours- 

Tha Hon^Ma Sir PROVABH CHUNDER MITTER: May 1 rise 
cm a i>oint of order? The motion liefore the House is that the demand 
of Rs. 6,14,660 under the head “ 5A. — (’barges of Administration** 
be reduced by Re. 1 in onler to raise a dimmssion on the general policy 
and administration of the department. If you turn to page 27, you 
will find that the total amount under 5A ** is Rs. 6,14,000, and I 
submit, Sir, that the mover should strictly c^onfine to the items found 
under that head. The items found under that head are of Land 
Acquisition establishments (top of page 28), Sur^^ey establishment (page 
29, top), Partition establishment (page 29), the Record establishment 
(page ^), Wards Estate establishment (page 30), Kanungo establisk* 
ment (page 31), and Road Gess establishment (page 32). TkatV all. 
So tke general discussion on the general |)oiicy and administration of 
Government is not relevant cm this motion; it is only those heads under 
which Es. 6,14,000 has been provided that can be disonased. 
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^mtlOENT: I always ask the members when giving notice 
of motions for token cuts to give their reasons ‘and it is always desirable 
that I should see that in each case the member concerned confines him- 
self to the reasons stated by him. In the present case, the member 
wanted to discuss the general policy and administration of the depart- 
ment. I think, therefore, that he is entitled to discuss the general 
policy of the department in regard to this head. His reasons are 
somewhat more elastic than you imply. 


Tha Hofi’Mfl Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: That is the 
point 1 am submitting and I am afraid I ha%*e been misunderstood. 
My point of order is this : The hon’ble member is certainly entitled 
to discuss the general reasons but he is not entitled to discuss matters 
which do not come under 5A '' for which he has moved a cut. I 
am not raising the point, that if a member does not give specific 
reasons he (cannot disi^uss the general policy. My present point is 
that he can only discuss “ 6A ’’ and I raise the point to save the time 
of the Council. There are other amendments on which a general dis- 
cussion on the whole demand can be allowed, but now he can only 
discuss those items which come under the head Rs. 6,14,000; for 
example, later on you will find that there are amendments under 
which the whole thing can be discussed. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: As I have already stated in regard to a motion 
for token cut, 1 am chiefly guided by the reasons that a member states 
when I consider the admissibility of the motion and although I do not 
remember any specific instances, I know’ there are instances in which 
a member gave notice of a motion for a token cut on a particular item 
but he actually discussed the general policy of the department con- 
cerned when the reasons given by him and accepted by the Chair, while 
admitting his motion, were elastic enough. 

riMI Hmtm sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: l am not object- 
ing on that ground at all. My point is : take for example item 16 ; on 
item 16 all these arguments can be repeated. 1 am not shirking a 
discussion, all that I am asking for is that it will save the time of the 
House if the discussion be confined to this particular demand. Per- 
haps the member himself will agree with me 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. You are perfectly right when 
you aay that in a subsequent motion the whole question can be dis- 
cueaed, but it is *rather difficult for me to restrict a particular speaker 
merely tA that ground; but there may not be any difficulty at all. 
He perhape wishes to discuss the general policy and the administration 
of the department in so far as they are relevant to the head of expendi- 
ture that he is attacking. 
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Kltf HM*Mt Sir FROVASH GHUNDfiR MITTtR: I do not quM- 

tioil tkat. Perhaps I have not been able to make myseli clear even 
noir. My point is that whatever point the mover brings* in it muat 
be within the present demand of Rs. 6J4,00(^ and not within the entire 
demand of Rs. 44 lakhs. 


Srilllt RADHA GOBINDA RAYs I shall confine myself to that. 

Can any sane man aajuainted with the real economic condi- 
tion of the people of Beiij^al seridnsly think that the “ |>eople^s 
money ** can be spent in a way proposed to be spent in the Budfrct 
Estimates? I earnestly retjuesf the elected members of this Council 
to make one more serious attempt to brinpr home to the bureau- 
cracy that they, that is, the elected members, cannot and should not 
be a willinjr party to this unheard of injustice done to our people every 
year under the sham show of constitutional procedure. Sir, in the 
demand of Rs. 6,14,000 under the head ** 5A.- -Charflfes of Administra- 
tion ” the very first thinpr that arrests our attention is the extraordinary 
salary of Rs. 26 50 and less - how much less we are not ffiven to under- 
stand in the budppet fijrures — piven to “ 9. — Land Ac(|uisition flfti(*erH.” 
This small sum (^annot meet the necessities of these officers. They are 
given house rent allowance, travelling allowance, and cost of passage 
under Civil Sendee Regulations from the coffers of Government in order 
to carry out the extraordinary duty of acquiring land for several pur- 
poses in this province with tlte aid of expert officials, nuniWring 44. 
These i)oor officers who perform the bulk of the duties of this depart- 
ment get allowances with which they can scar<*ely manage to live. 

One of the greatest anomalies of the administration to which I beg 
to draw the pointed attention of my fellow councillors is the extraordinary 
difference, between the pay and prospects of the clerks, who, by the 
way, are now-a-days all highly educated, and their departmental heads. 
Difference there must be, but by no show of reason can you justify sucK 
unnatural gulf — such marked difference. Practically Hj:)eaking, the 
major portion of the work is done by this hated and neglected hand of 
poor officials, and the departmental heads — of course there are a certain 
number of honourable exceptions™- are in many cases so many figure-^ 
heuls, given to luxury and enjoyment and do not care to exert them- 
f^lves in spite of their capacities. In the Certificate establishment there 

64 clerks drawing Rs. 77 and less; in fhe Partition establishment 
thpre are 9 clerks drawing Rs. 88 and less; in the Wards Estate estab- 
hslmient there are 34 clerks drawing Rs. 160 and less; in the Kanungo 
^ablishmeiit there are 64 subordinates drawing Rs. 110 and less. 
Thew ofiieera — ^most of them hated natives — actually carry on the 
administration of all these departments but they are given almost starv* 
Ailffwages. Bad there been systematic retrenchment and the money 
«aved would have been spent to meet the urgent needs of the province^ 
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suck as kealtk, education, industry, agriculture, irrigation, tkis b«id 
of poor clerks ought to have been satis&ed with their present pay, but 
extreme extravagance on one side and crude miserliness on the other 
brings about discontent, class inferiority and many other malpractices — 
which we all know very well — and which are disastrous to the growth of 
harmonious development of individuality and sociality. 

I kiiow% Sir, that this, my pleading, will not create a single wave, 
nay, a ripple, in the minds of ofhcial heads, yet I must sound a note of 
warning and appeal to the officers, stone-hearted though they be, to do 
away with the anomalies slowly and gradually. With these words I 
move the motion tabled in my name. 

Maifivi ABUL KABEM: I rise to support the motion of my friend 
although not on the actual grounds he has put forward in his speech. 
The fact remains. Sir, that the a^lministration of the Land Revenue 
Department is carried on in an exceedingly extravagant manner. Some 
years ago the Retrenchment Committee presided over by Sir Rajendra 
Nath Mookerjee made its recommendations which have not yet been car- 
ried out by Government nor have Government come forward with any 
cogent reasons for not doing so. In the Land Revenue administration 
there are the (’ollector, the Divisional Commissioner and the Member of 
the Board of Revenue who is one of the most senior memljers of the 
Indian Civil Service 

Thf Hofi*ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I rise to a point 
of order. The Collector, the Commissioner and the Member of the !l^ard 
of Revenue do not come under this head at all. They can come in under 
the head General Administration.*’ 

MaiAvi ABUL KA8EM: I only said that these people are there, not 
that I question their existence. 


Mr. PRtBfOSHT: The Hon’ble Revenue Member is quite right in 
his point of order. You cannot go beyond the limits of the motion under 
discussion. 

Mftllivi ABUL KABEM S I object to the Revenue Secretary 

Tilt HofitMt 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: The Revenue 
^retary too does not come under the head “ 5A~-€harge8 of Admia- 
istration.** 

'r'’’ 

Millivi ABUL KABEM: If the Revenue Secretary does not 
under “ lisnd Revenue ** then I have nothing to say. 


come 
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th$ Hon’lila Sir PROVASH CHUNOtR MIITTER: Babn Eadha 
G^nda Eay has mentioned that the department is extravagant and that 
we pay too much in the way of salary of higdi officials — the Limd 
Acquisition Officer. That is how I followed him. If the hon^ble mein» 
hers will turn to page 28 they will find that the total demand lor 
Land Acquisition establishment is Rs. 2,95*000 and out of this the non» 
Totf^ amount is only Rs. 81,000 and there is only one non-voted officer 
whose salary is given at page 28. About the non-voted officer the 
Council has no iwwer. Therefore I submit it is hardly fair to deal 
with that. Even if the Council had power to deal with non-voted 
officers I submit that if the members will turn to page 28 they 
will find that out of Rs. (),14*(K)0 only Rs. 54,(K)0 is non-voted so that in 
this department at any rate higher officers are few. The bulk of the 
officers are Sub-Deputy Collectors, Kanungos, clerks and so on. Babu 
Radha Gobinda Ray said why should not clerks be paid more and that 
he would have been content with the same pay of the clerks if out of the 
pay of the highly paid officer some money could be spared for sanitation 
and so on. If Rs. 54,000, the stdary of the highly paid officer, were 
spent on sanitation, etc., then considering that the deficit of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal is over Rs. 60 lakhs, the amount would cover only a 
small paH of it. That being so, the whole argument fails. On his own 
argument the clerks and Kanungoes are not highly paid hut their salary 
is really what we are asking for and on this ground I sulnnit that the 
reason put forward by the mover of the motion ought not to be accepted. 
It is a department in w'hich the figures will show that every effort is 
made to keep dowm exj)enditurc. As I have said in my opening 
remarks, this year the total exi)enditure is less than that of last year. 

1 p.m. 

The motion of Srijut Radha Gobinda Ray was then put and a divi- 
sion taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Alwmaa, Maalvi AtimaMin. 

taka mm$m caantfra. 
•anwiat, lalNi erawadia Natli. 
■a aawlfa, Baka Jimwlralal. 
■aM, Mr. P, e. 


•aw, SaWi najaf KriMMia. 

■aw^ Mr. a. G. 



Maiti, Baba MaJwiWra Natii. 

Maitra, trllul JaswWra Batli. 

Mahtriaa, Brljat Taraiiiiatti. 

Natiiar, Babv Mam Ot i a ai ra . 

Bal OlwimaaH, Mr. «aa|it. 
f lab m a a, Mairtvi Axisar. 

M al i m aa , Maalvi tb aam ar ^ . 

•ay, Or. K a m ai iaaliar. 

•ay, trllat naWw OaMaAa. 

•ay, Or. OMiiaa GliaaBra. 

•ay, Mr. KIraa taafcar. 

•ay Ob vai E a ri , Hal OaBaiar tatyaa if i 
ifa«i. 

•aiiiar, Oafea Naiiaffwilaa. 

vrijOT iiraiv 

•aa mmtp, Mr. J* M. 
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MOCS. 


Aolwrjya GluiMUiiiri, Maharaja Shathi 
ICaata. 

Mr. C. 

Ahamatf, Mauivi KaairiMMIn. 

A h w i i i , MlMMi ■abaiar Maaivi Raiahaabia. 
•lair, Mr. i. R. 

Catttllt, Mr. A. 

€tmu§Awi, iChaii Sahahar Maaivi 
ifaftiar Rahauau 

Chaaahari, th« Han*M« Nawab Saliailur 
•aiyfta Mawab All, Khan babaAar. 
Caban, Mn D. 4* 

Oath, Mr. A. 4. 

Oraaimand, Mr. «i. Q. 
raiTMtar, Mr. 4, Campball. 

•hath Maulih, Mr. iatytntfra Chandra. 
Oaanka, bai Bahadur badridat. 

Hablbullahi Nawab Khwaja. 

Maaut, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Atitul. 
Mim* Mr. B. h. 

Hatain, Nawab Mutharraf. Khan Bahadur. 
Huttain, Maifivi Latafat. 


dtnkint, Or. W. A. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Marr, tbt Haalito Mr. A. 

MtClUfkit, Mr. B. T. 

Mltttr, tbt llan*blt Bir Prav at b OmmBtr 
Mobtrty, tbt Hon'bit Mr. A. N. 

Muktrji, Mr. t. 0. 

Phllpat, Mr. H. C. V. 

Rrtntitt, Mr. W. O. R. 

Ray, Babu turandra Nath. 

Ray OhaudhuH, Mr. K. C. 

May, Mr. Bijay Bratad Binsb. 
tarhar, Rai Sahib Rtbati Mahan. 

•bah, Mr. Qhalani Naatain. 

•Inha, Raja Bahadur Bhupaadra 

Narayan. 

•taplalan, Mr. N. C. 

Tata, Majar Qtnaral Oadlray. 

Thompton, Mr. W. N. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

Wardtwarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 32 and the Noes 39, the motion was lost. 


Rai tATYENDRA NATti ROY CHOUOHURI RBliailur: I bag 

to move tbat the demand of Rs. 2,58,006 under the head “ 5B. — 
Management of Gtovemnient Estates — C’olonisatto« of Sundarhans 
he reduced by Re. 1 (to diac'usH the unfair distribution of land and 
the defect in settlement). 

Sir, in answer to my starred question No. 81 on the 25th August, 
1927, the Hoii'ble Revenue Member was pleased to state that in the 
district of Bakarganj from 1922-2G, 18,283-85 acres of Government 
land was leased out to the Muhammadans, 4,783,39 acres to Hindus, 
530-76 acres to Government officials and only 478-05 acres was leased 
wit to unemployed educated young men of the middle class. The 
hgures will speak for themselves. These Government lands are lands 
in colonisaticNb areas and the khas lands of Government which formed 
in the bed of big tidal rivers. The isiequities of distribution is appar- 
Tent from figures themselves, and the people of Bakarganj know very 
well how this preferential treatment was made. This was due to 
personnel ol the Coloaiiiation (^eers and to a C/eviaiM extoMt of 
mahal Officers of Balcarganj during this period. This was not all* 
It is reported that one of the Colonisation OttoeBu gaoe ahnost mR 
contracts in the colonisation area to his relatives ol his own diatridt 
and some poata were given to hk relatione. When 2 thk uimIiIib 
to the Hon’ble Revenue Meipber in a supplementary ^uestiuu to slamd 
question No. 53 ol August, 1927, the Hon'ble Revenue Mendier aMadai 
"the answer by saying “ there is another question ou this aidijopt 
I would rather not answer this at the present mnaMont ** Aa a MMMUur 
of fact, the Hj>n*ble Revenue Member never answered the 



DEMANDS FOE OEANT8. 





qikil^ion. 1 can well imagine tke reason why it was evaded. Thejce 
was something rotten there, and the Government did not like the 
exposure. 

The inequitous distribution of lands in the colonisation area of 
Bakarganj has caused great discontent in the district, specially amongst 
the depressed cultivating classes whose applications for lands were 
constantly rejected on frivolous grounds. 

The lands leased out to unemployed educated young men is very 
small in comparison. It has been said that some of them left the lands. 
Is it not a fact that those lands and the lands given to the non-agri- 
culturists were mostly given to sycophants and spies who assumed 
themselves as loyal co-oi)erators for their own ends during the last 
non-co-operation movement and after thutJ' 

If unemployed educated young men are willing to take themselves 
to agriculture, why the Ginernment should not encourage it and try 
to solve one of the ditficult economic prol)]ems at least partially K 

When lands in colonisation area are leased out to persons who re- 
claim it, it is understood that they would be able to enjoy it from 
generation to generation, but the slipshod way in which it is done 
renders it sometimes impossible when he dies, and his heirs are dis- 
possessed. In the leases only the or plot numbers of colonisation 
map are given without any definite Wundaries. In case of dispossea- 
sion when the identity of land is re(|uired, the colonisation map is 
not found in the record ro<im as it is not kept in the ('tdlectorate record 
room, and if it is soihehow destroyed either accidentally or through the 
instrumentality of some interested fnwiy, everything <^^d 

the land acquired with so much labour and expense is gone. Agaia 
the map is not a public document as the Colonisation OSficer or hie 
suhordiiiute who prepares it does it as an officer of Government in the 
private capacity of a xamindar, and it sometimes bec^oines imposaible 
to produce the maker of the map to prove it. 

It is i-egrettabie that the acts done by the Government as eamindiu* 
is done in a perfunctory way and no security is guaranteed under it. 

Mr. dOCltfl CHANDRA CUFTA: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to 
aupport the motion of Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri Bahadur* 
Sir, it is a case of common complaint that there is a good de^l 
unrest and discontent because many of our young men — ^why young 
men only — many inhabitants of this province cannot find any means 
to earn a living. We all know that in Western countries w'here they have 
got civilised governments, they consider it a duty to find employment 
and iof save people from starvation. We all know there is a national 
•ystein of dcde which is given out of the public revenues to poopCs 
vrlto* caiuiot find emirioyinent. 1 know it is idle lor us to expect that 
our Government here wiB adopt any such principle of finding sonie 
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Ineans for preventinjf starvation amongst the people committed to its 
care. The word colonisation also cariies with it the idea that is pre- 
valent in other countries. People who cannot find any employment 
are provided with some lands or some sort of employment in order 
to solve their bread problem. I, therefore, say that the Government 
here, who always complain that they have not got sufficient funds at 
their disposal to tackle this problem, ought to follow a consistent 
policy of providing the unemployed people, the landless people, people 
who would be able to earn a living, honest living, by settling them 
in the Sundarbans or other areas with adequate quantity of land. I 
am pleading for educated young men for this reason — ^we do want lo 
have improved agriculture, we do want people to take to agriculture 
who will be able to read bulletins of the Agriculture Department or 
read the literature by which they will be able to improve agriculture,, 
cattle-breeding and all such kinds of things. If we attract people, 
educated young men, to land, then that purpose will be served, I, 
therefore, support this proposal, and I ask the Government to seriously 
consider whether in future they will not follow the policy of settling 
lands with people w^ho will be able to introduce improved methods 
of agriculture and thereby will l>e able to decrease the hunger or 
discontent. 

With these words I support the motion of Rai Satyendra Nath 
Roy Choudhuri Bahadur. 

1-16 p.m. 

Tim Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, a num- 

ber of points have been raised, and I would take the last point men- 
tioned by Mr. J, C. Gupta and Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri 
Bahadur first. If I had notice about this point of leasing out lands 
to unemployed hhoA^taloo young men, I am sure I could explain the 
position in a better manner, but speaking from memory I may say that 
Mr. Jack in hii Settlement Report of the Bakarganj district brought 
this question to the notice of Government and about the year 191^ 
some orders of the Government of India weie passed for making 
suitable provisions for settling lands with hhadraloff youths. I cannot 
give the particulars now. Later on Mr. J. N. Gupta, late Member of 
the Board of Revenue, a few months ago asked for definite instructions 
<m this matter. I am speaking from memory, but I think smne 
specific instructions were given. Then there was in Faridpur a scheme 
known as Bwrows scheme, under which lands were leased out to 
bkadrologt for oulftvation, but I cannot give much particulars about 
that scheme from Inemory. Bo far as I know, there is nothing in the 
rules which prevents hhadralog young men from taking lands, but the 
difficulty is that they are not very keen in taking aetGments as culi»- 
.vatora. If this was a specific point which my friends wanted to raise* 
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it would have helped me and the House if they had mentioned it 
before. So far as this is concerned^ 1 am prepared to look into the 
matter. 

As regards the point raised by Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri 
Bahadur^ that more lands are settled with Muhammadans than with 
Hindus, I wish that as a Nationalist he had not brought forward 
this point. Are the Muhammadans to be debarred from taking landa 
because of their creed? Therefore I would ask my hon^ble friend, 
Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri Bahadur, not to press that 
point. 

As regards the other points mentioned by him, those were matters, 
which took place in W27. I was not then in charge of the depart- 
ment and I have no personal knowledge of what happened in 1927. 
Just now I had a glance at the file and 1 see that adequate steps were 
taken then. 

As regards the point — the only important point — of allowing* 
Wia^dralog youths to have settlement of lands, 1 can give the assurance 
that I shall look into the matter. Under the j>resent rules bhoflraloff^ 
youths are allowed to take settlement, hut they are always reluctant 
to come forward as cultivating raiyats. I ho))e that after my assurance 
the hon’ble member will withdraw the motion. 


Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI SaNMivrs On a 

point of personal explanation, Sir. I did not comjdain about the 
distribution of lands to Muhammadans. My point was that applica- 
tions of educated unemployed young men for settlement of 
land were rejected on frivolous grounds, and lands were 
given to spies who posed as co-operators during the non-co-operation 
movement. 


The Hoil’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; That may or 
may not be so, but he also raised the point of unfair distribution of 
lands to the Muhammadans and he referred to the question which 
was sought to be asked in this Council on the subject. 

The motion of Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri Bahadur waa 
then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


tailii, MHi Sea m Cmmira. 
■am r i te . SaS« rre w toa NatO. 
Wtmmrim, BoSii Jt ti i i < r a lel . 

SMii, Mr. r. C. 

Stii, SOSv Btln KriMuia. 

Mr. t. 0. 

Seta Mr. tiMlin OSeiiire. 
SSoliraearti, SaS« ^cgifMlra Stwnira. 
C So W er J ee , SHHrt Si|ay Kwaor. 



Soate, Mr. Jtiteli COOMlra. 

Maiti, Sosa M e m i Kn NatO. 

Mtitra triiiit ^eaeasra Nttii. 

Neilitr, Btm Nmm OiMfiSrm. 

Ftl caeiMlNiH, Mr. AMiiit. 

Ray, Sr. K ai m ii OeiMar. 
ffUty, SrilMt SKlM S t SliHe . 
n&jft Mr. Klrw iMikar. 

Sty etMotflNHi, M SaluMor tatyMiir* 

mm, 

terser, Sefee NeUiilraiileii. 

•eii, SrfliM WigMiire Nam. 

Sea SMpto, Mr. 0. M. 
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ilflliarjys OliaiNlli«ri, HalMraJft ttatlii 

Kama. 

AMama-WHilaim, Mr. C. 

A h n ni , KKan KaluMlur Mamvi KaiaAiNNiin. 
•lair, Mr. 4, n, 

CaMtUi, Mr. A. 

diaiMliiuri, MaulYl Niirtil Miki. 

••aMlIiHri, tM Nafi*Mt Nawab Baliatfar 
•aiyitf NaiMMi Ali, KlMa BaliaAitr, 
Caliiii. Mr. 0. 4. 

Vatu, Mr. A. 4, 

Drummand, Mr. 4. Q. 

•lioM, Mr. M. C. 

••Mil Manllli, Mr. iatyandra Cliaadra. 
•atiMia, Itai Babadiir Badridat. 
Nabibullab, Nawab Kbwaja. 

Maaaa, Khaa Babadur Maiilvl Aticai. 

Mr. B. P. 

diaMin, Nawab Musbarruf, Khan Bahadur. 
HuMain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Janhint, Or. W. A. 

Mfian, Khan tahib Maulvl Muanam Ali 


Khan, MaiHvi Taatlauddla. 

Laird, Mr. B. B. 

Marr, tba Haii*bia Mr. A. 

MaCluthia, Mr. B. T. 

Mittar, tba Man’Ma Sir Brataab B baa d ar. 
Mabarly, tba HaalMa Mr. A. N. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Nrjidy, MabaraJ Kuniar tr»a Bbaadra. 
PMlaat, Mr. H. e. V. 

Praatiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

RaiNnan, Mauivi Atimr. 

Ray, Babu turandra Nath. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. Bljay Praaad BUiBb* 

Aarfcar, Rai Bahib Rabati Mahaa. 

Shah, Mr. Qbalam Maaaaln. 

•Inha, Raja Bah adur B bupand ra 
Narayan. 

tolaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

•laptatan, Mr. H. E. 

Tata, Majar Banaral Qadfray. 
Wardavrarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayee bein^f 26 and the Noes 41 , the motion was lost. 

Mr. raiaiDINTt Mauivi Tamieuddiii Khan, you were a»ked to 
reaaona aa to why you prave notice of thiH token cut. I ufider- 
atbad you have not ataied your reaaona. 


Mwllfj TAMIZVOPm KHANs When I sent notice of this npatioja 
1 could not ifive reasons be<'au 8 e I was in a hurry. I have sisoe fiauMi 
^ome reasons to the Hon'bje Member-in-charge. 


TN MbiHMt tir FRAVAtN ONUlillEil MITTEfl: Not to me. 

Mltilvi TAMIZyODIN KHAN 8 So far as this motion is ooncerMbd 
I have not given any reasons. 


Mr. MIttfflEfIT; You ca» ^ve your reasons mw; Vt in fvtinre 
if reasons are not given at the iime of tabling a Miotion 1 shaU obm* 
eider that io be incomplete. 


Maiilwl TANIZtipilIN KMANl I want fo moy# this m 
to draw attention to the grievance of the Muhamiiiadaci ncMnnwMiit^ 
ihat in many dt«tricts thm ii no provision igf HiihbrnMiBAHis ig gifr 
their prajerA during oauit hmm. lliere is na ^ 
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I’lH Han’bl* Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, this does 
nai45ome wit|tin the purview ol this dfnmaiid. 


Ufa PRESIDENT* Maulvi Saheb, you are out of order. You had 
better give your reasons in writing. You can rise in your plaoe on 
Monday to move your motion and in the mean time you might give 
us the reasons which you have in view. 


ASlourniiiiiit 


The Council was then adjourned til! 3 p.in.» on Monday, the 18th 
March, 1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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PrMMikigt of the Boi^ Logislotivo Oomioil MooMbM umlir 
ttio provissofM of tho CovonMiioiit of Indli Aet 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 18th March, 1929, at 3 p.m. 

ProiOfit: 

The Hon’ble the President (the Hon’Me Raja Manmatha Nath 
Eat Chaudhuet, of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’Me Members 
of the Executive Council, and 98 nominated and elected members. 

Ootlk 

The following member made an oath of his allegiance to the 
Crown : — 

Mr. J. E. Ordish. 


Starrod Quootions 

(to whioh oral amovoro wvoro givon). 

Vondiiig of oxoiso shopo. 

*80. Mr. S, C. MUKERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries (Excise) be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that a special list of selected 
candidates is prepared by the Collector of Excise from which selection 
is made to fill up vacancies in Calcutta excise shops? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state the names of those who were recorded in 
such special list of 1928 and also of those who were actually selected? 

MEMBER in ohorgo of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (EXCISE) (tho Hon’Mo Mr. A. Marr): (a) A special list 
of candidates for excise licences is maintained by the Collector of 
Excise, Calcutta, In case of vacancies arising in licences, selection 
is made by the Collector from the above list, as well as from fresh 
applications, if any, from suitable candidates which might be received 
by him at the time the vacancy occurs. 

(h) List I contains the names of candidates recorded in the special 
list in 1928-29 up to January, 1929. 

list II contains the names ^ persons who were sheeted for vacant 
or new licences in 1928-29. Four of these were taken from the special 
list of 1923-^4, 1926-27 and 1927-28, respectively. 



lil] QUESTIONS. n 

Xfjitt reftTTtd to in the reply to clause (b) of starred questiof^ No. 80 . 

Lxsy I.— Names in the special list of candidates for excise shops in 
Calcutta, 1928-20. 

1. Benode Ch. Roy, pleader, Mymeiisin^h. 

2. A. Rasul. 

3. Prodyat K. Bose. 

4. Sailendra Nath Bose. 

5. Subodh K. Ghose. 

6. B. P. Shaha. 

7. Mritunjoy Sinha Roy. 

8. Benoy Kr. Paramanick. 

9. Amalendu Sen. 

10. Phanindra N. Chatteqee. 

11. E. N. Roy and Robindra N. Roy. 

12. M. A. Somad and Yar Md. Ansaii. 

13. Ananta K. Sen. 

14. B. Bhaduri, 

15. Purnendu Narain Ghose. 

16. Nalini B. Chatterjee, 

17. Kazi Fazlar Karim. 

List II. — Names of licencees with whom the excise and opium licences 
in Calcutta were settled in 1928-29. 

1. G. W. Russell. 

Serriar f’reedoon. 

2. D. Shapoor. 

3. Aching Chinaman. 

4. Maulvi Zillur Rahman (Special List). 

5. Bholanath Ghosh (S[>ecial List). 

6. S. C. Chakra berty and Gopinath Shah (Mandal). 

7. Bibhuti Bhusan Shah (Special List). 

8. P. C. Sen. 

9. P. K. Sen (Special List). 

10. Puma Chandra Gossain, 

11. J. Vaswani. 
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Mr« KtilAI# MIIKAR RHYs Will the Hofi’bk Memlmt b# 
pleased to state the special qualifications required of candidates for 
this special listP 

Tha HonPble Mr. A. MARRS The general fitness of the candidate 
is taken into consideration. No special qualifications are required. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member be 

pleased to state the full name of S. C. Chakraberty, No. 6 in List II? 

Tht IUmYIiIa Mr. A. MARR: As far as I remember, it is Sailesh 
Chandra Chakraberty. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Hon^ble Member be 

pleased to state if it is not Mr. Sailendra Nath Chakraberty of Vote 
Ranga? 

The Hon’Iila Mr. A. MARR: I understand it is the same person. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Hon^ble Member b^ 

pleased to state what is the special qualification of this gentleman 
which entitles him to be entered in the list of excise shopholders? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: As I said before, Sir, no special 
(|ualifications are required. 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERdl: Will the Hon’ble Member b? pleased to 
state whether the name of Gopinath Shah (No. 6, List II) was given 
in his application as in the list? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: I cannot say, Sir, without notice. 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether the address that was given by Gopinath Shah in his 
application is his own address? 

The Hcnt^’ble Mr. A. MARR: I cannot say, Sir, without notice. 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether Gopinath Shah actually concealed his own address and 
gave the address of his father-in-law as his own? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not allow that question. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: Will the Hon*ble Member in charge of the Excise 
Department be pleased to inquire of the ex-Minister for Excise as to 
what are the qualifications of S. C. Chakraberty for holding an 
excise licence? 

Mr. PRE8IOENT: I do not allow that questkoL 



lip;] QUE8TION8. 7t 

Chandmi rtvtr. 

«t1. Or. KUMUD SAHKAR HAY: (a) Will the Hon*b!e Mem. 
her in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleaeed to state- 
whether a survey was made of the river Chandana in the district of 
Faridpur with a view to find out the causes of the silting up of tho 
river and to find out the means of making the river a fiowing onel^ 

(b) If so, when wtis the survey made? 

(c) Has any reix>rt of the survey l>een submitted to Government? 

(d) If so, when was the report submitted? 

(c) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a co[iy' of the siiid report? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Member l)e pleased to state what steps, if 
any, have l^een taken to give effect to the reeommeiulHtions contiuned 
in the reiwrt? 

(g) If no steps have been taken, what are the reasons for not giving 
effect to the recommendations? 

(A) Is it a fact that a memonal has Wn submitted to His Excel- 
lency the Governor by the people of the liajlmri subdivision in th& 
district of Faridpur through the Ilistrict Magistrate? 

MEMBER in charge cf OEPARTMEMT of IRRICATfON (tho 
HofPMo Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahaduri. 
of Dhanbari): (a) Yes. 

(b) In the flood seasons of 1927 and 1928. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) In October, 1928, 

(e) A co^Ty of the reiKut is laid on the library table. 

(/) and (g) The re{K>rt and surveys have been examined by the 
('fbief Engineer, who considers that before deciding on the imjirove- 
ment of the Arkandi Khal, it should be determined whether a better 
scheme would not be to connect the f^haiidana in its lower reaches 
with the Barasia river instead, thus flushing the latter river which 
is also in need of more water. 

(h) Yes. 

Dr. KIIMDO BANKAR RAY: With reference to answers (/) and 
(g), will the Hon’ble Member in charge of Department of Irrigation be 
pleased to state what steps are being taken to determine whether a 
better scheme would not be to connect the Chandana in its lower 
reaches with the Barasia river? 
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TIm Htn’lile Nnrib iahadur MIYID NAWA8 ALI 
DHAUDHURIf Khan Sahadur, af Dhanbaris An enquiry will be made 
next monsoon, and ihe Chief Engineer, Irrigation Department, will 
make an inspection. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: With reference to answer (h), will 
ihe Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the memorial has 
reached His Excellency the Governor? 

Tha Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 

OHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Yes. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY; Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether His Excellency has recorded any opinion regarding the 
grievances contained in the memoriail? 

Tha Han’bla Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 

CHAUDHURIp Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: No. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to state 
whether any action has l)een taken on the ineniorial? 

(No reply). 


Chandana rivar. 

*82. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: (n) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
her in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that resolutions urging the Government to reclaim 
the Chandana river have been passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council? 

(h) If so, what stej>N are Ijeiiig taken to give effect to those 
resolutions ? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate taking any steps regarding 
the matter in the near future? 

(d) If so, what are they? 

Tho Hon’Mo Nowib BahodtvBAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURi, 
Khin BalUMlur, of Dhanborl: (a) No resolution having reference to 
the Chandana river in particular has been carried in the Oouncil. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) and (d) The member is referred to the reply to the previous 
question. 
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Kumar rivar. 


•83. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: (a) U the Hon^ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware of the fact that the 
Kumar river which rises fiom the Anal Khan river has been silted up 
rendering the river iiuiiavigable for seven months of the yearH 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that this silting up has 
affected many villages aud trade centres at Kuluminlhn, llhanga, 
Nagarkandu, Talma andSther places on her bunks? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that on account of the river 
being silted up, commerce lias been jeo|xirdis(Ml and the price of the 
food-stuff’ has gone high and eiudemic diseases, such as malaria and 
cholera, are frequent in those quarters? 

(d) What steps, if any, are the Government contemplating taking 
in the matter? 

(c) Has the iKissibility of dredging the river and coiineeting it 
with the main river stream of the Padmu near Faridpur been 
ascertained ? 

(/) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desinibility of carrying out such a scheme? If not, 
why not? 

The Hofi’We Nawtb Bahadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIf 
Khan Bahadurt of Dhanbari: (a) and (h) Yes. 

(c) Government have no information. 

(d) Sluices are l)eing constructeil in the side khuls of the L<»wer 
Kuinai- river to control the water available for maintaining the river 
in proj)©!* order, aud to jirevent it from escaping into the bhils. 

(e) It would Im* |K)ssible to do this. 

(/) No, because there is already plenty of water to keep the liower 
Kumar in good condition, if it is placed under control, and because 
no improvement is likely to result from dredging the Upper Kumar 
and connecting it with the Padma. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state if answer (d) also covers question (b)? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’Me Member is not supposed to answer 
questions like that. You can draw your own conclusions. If you 
want to put supplementary questions, you may do so. 

Babu iURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With raference to answer (b), 
will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state if any step# are beinf 
taken to remedy the evil caused by the silting up of the Upper Kumar 
river? 


6 
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The Hon^Me Nawah Btfiadur SAIYID NAWAI ALI 

CHAUOHURI, Khan Rahatfur, nT Dhanhari: No, not at present. 

•ahu tURENDRA NATH BItWAEi Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether be remembers assuring this House to the 
effect that steps were lieiiig taken to stop the silting up of the Upper 
Eumar river P 

Tha Hon'bla Nawah Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI 

CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanhari: The assurance referred 
to the liower Kumar and not the Upper Kumar. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: WiU the Hon ble Member 
be pleased to state whether question (h) does not refer to the Upper 
Kumar, and Upper Kumar alone P 

Tha Hon’Wa Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI 

GHAUDHURIi Khan Bahaduff of Dhanhari: Not necessarily. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether Kalamirdha, Bhanga, Nagarkandu, 
Talma, etc., are on the Upper Kumar P 

Tha Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI 

CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanhari: It is believed to be so. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: If question (h) relates to 
villages on the Upper Kumar, will the Hon 'ble Member be pleased 
to state what answer he wishes to give with reference to villages on 
the Upper Kumar P 

Tha HOfl^bla Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI 

CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanhari; Any improvement of the 
Lower Kumar' will also benefit places on the Upper Kumar. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state whether any improvement of the Lower Kumar 
will also benefit places on the Upper Kumar P 

Tha HanWr Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI 

CNAUDHURI, Khan Ba ha d ur , at Dhanhari: 1 have already said so^ 
Sir. 
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ftidiiiig ul tfiirdrant sul^tt ky ont ItMNr in udicil tolionlt. 

Or. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: m) Will tho HoirUlt^ Member 
in charge of the Department of IxhuI SeIl-(3overnment (Medical) be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that in certain Government medical 
schools the same teacher is now teaching two diflfei-ent major subjects, 
viz., surgery and midwdferyK 

(b) Will the Hon ble Menilier Ik* pleased to state whether the 
usual practice of the ('ouiicil of Medical llt*gi strut ion is to encourage 
such versatility by allowing one teacher to teach widely different 
subjects P 


(c) If the answer to (/>) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Memlier 
be pleased to state whether such pra<*tice i.s allowed only in case of 
Goveniment .schools? 


MEMBER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (MEDICAL) (the Hon’bla Mr. A. N. Mobtrly): 

(a) Gnly in the Lytton Medical School, Myinensingh. 

(b) The question of one and the same teacher teaching two differcuit 
subjects in a recognised medical schtiol has never l)een considered by 
the C\)uncil and they have laid down no |K»licy on the .subject. 

(c) The practice is confined to the Lytton Minlical School. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY S Will the Hon’ble Memlier 
kindly inform the House whether there is not another schocd where 
one teacher is engaged in teaching midwifery and surgery, besides 
the Lytton Medical School, in MyniensinghP I refer to the CuuipMl 
Medical School in Calcutta. 


TN Hon’M Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I must ask for fresh notice. My 
information is that the Lj’tton Medical School is the only school in 
which the same teacher teaches two different major subjects. 


Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYs Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether the Bengal Council of Medical Begistra- 
tion ever inspected the Lytton Mctiital School? If so, whether the. 
Council approved of the practice foMowed in that school? 


Tfcl HMPBli Mr. A. N. MOBCRLYl I must ask for fresh notice. 
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Dr. BiOHAN CHAHDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble HemW 
kindly take steps to get the Bengal Council of Medical Registration — 

Mr, PRESIDENT: That is a request for action. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: How often in the past has a 
Government medical school been inspected by the Bengal Council of 
Medical Registration? 

(No answer). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think it is possible to answer such 
questions from memory. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Why is the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly 
answering this question? 

The Hon’bH Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Because the subject happens 
to be within my portfolio. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: May we know what are the different 
subjects taught by the same teacher in the Lytton Medical School? 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: He does not know any thing. 
What is the good of asking him any question? 

Th0 Hoil’bM Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am afraid 1 cannot reply 
to this (luestion offhand: I have not brought the file with me. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: On a point of order, Sir. Is it open 
to any member of Government to say in reply to a question that he is 
not w?ll pbsted with the subject-matter of the question? It is 
absolutely taking away the privileges of the House. If the Hon’ble 
Member forgets his answers to questions, is it proper for him to rise 
in his seat and smile and say “ I have not brought my files ” or 
something of the kind? 

Tlw HoiPMt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I submit, Sir, that I have 
given a complete answer to the question. 

Dr. BIDHAll CHANDRA ROY: The Hon’ble Member should 
have been aware that there might be supplementary^ questions 
appertaining to this matter, then why did he not bring his file with 
him? 
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Copyists of Rogistration ofllois. 

•U. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: {a) Will the IWUle Member 
in charge of the Department of Education (Registration) be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that in October, 192S, the clerks and 
copyists of the Calcutta Registration Office submitted a memorial to 
the Government through the [iroper channel stating their grievances? 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in the affinnative, will the HcuCble 
Member be pleased t<> lay on the table a copy of the same? 

(c) Will the Hon’ hie Member W pleuvsed to state what action, if 
any, the Government have t^iken or pro|K>se to take in the matter? 

(d) Is it a fa<‘t that the iHOinanent C4>pyists of the Registnition 
office® in Calcutta and mulassal are included in the salaried estab- 
lishment of the Department under Government Resolution No. 10*278 F., 
dated 17th July, 1922? 

(e) Is it a fact that deductions from salaries of these ]HM‘muneni 
copyists are made on the basis of a minimum standard of coining and 
comparing wxu’ks i)er day? 

(/) If the answer to id) and (c) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Member be ideased to state — 

(i) under what rules these <ledurtions are made; and 

(ii) the retisons for this anomalous position of the ijcumaneiit 

copv’ists ? 

(fj) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased t«> lay on the table a 
statement of such deductions wdth iMirticular reference t^o any throe 
such copyists in the (Calcutta Registration Office since 1922? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (REGIS- 
TRATION) (the Hon’IHo NawSb Bafiwlifr Saiykl Nawab All 
OhaiKlIiuri, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanhari): (a) Yes. 

(b) A copy of the memorial is placed on the table. 

(c) This is under the consideration of Government. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) (t) The deductions are made in coiise<juenc*e of an administrative 
i wder of the Inspector-General of Registration passeii in 1922. 

(tt) The deduction i.s in proportion to the deficit in the work turned 
^ out by a permanent cop^dst Iwlow the minimum stundanl of work 
prescribed. 

(g) A statement of such deductions is laid on the table. 
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Copy of the memorial referred to in the reply to clauee (b) of starred 
guestwn No. 85. 


To THE Hon’bLE XxWAIi MlTSHAHRFF HuSSAIN, KhAN BaHADUR, 

Minister in charge of Education {Registration Branch), 


(Through the InKpeetor-General of Registration, Bengal, and Registrar 
of Assurances, Calcutta.) 


The humble memorial of Jatis 
Chandra Ghosha, a clerk / copyist in 
the office of the Registrar of 
Assurances, Calcutta. 


Honoi’red Sir, 

That Your humble memorialist begs to draw Your Honour’s kind 
attention to the following facts for your Honour’s favourable 
consideration : — 

1. That lost year Your Honour’s humble petitioner submitted 
an a]>iH*al to the authoiities for revision of his i^ooi scale of pay and 
raising it to the standard prevailing in other Government offices, but 
his ap})eal was refused with the remark that the rea soils |>ut forward 
ifceie not sufficiently clear to justify a revision. 

2. That the existing scale of pay is not at all a living wage, 
tte McAlpin Committee (1920-21) have argued in their own way 
and advanced statistics in supi>ort of their recommendations. It may 
bf» stated here that the stntistics regarding house-rent adopted by the 
Ct)mmittee do not accord with facts. Besides the decision of the 
Clommittee was based on wholesale piice of fm/d-stuffs and other 
necessaries of life ignoring the facts that a clerk of the status of Tour 
Honour’s humble memorialist purchases things at retail prices. 
Further the Committee did not at all take into account the provisions 
for medioal att^danee, educational expenses and the reUgious and 
social obligations which are peculiar to the ordinary middle dIass. 

*1. That on a reference to paragiaph 5 of the ConuaiitSe’s Bep(»i» 
it will appear Qiat the MoAliun Committee, in suggesting ^ minimum 
pay of offices of lower status in Calcutta than the Secretariat, hnd an 
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ef^ to the scale of pay then in force in the of^ces of the Postal Dei^rt- 
ment and similar offices located in Calcutta. It may be brought to 
the notice of Your Honour that the Government of India have lately 
considered the scales of pay in those officer and have been pleased to 
raise the pay of thase departments. As an illustration Your Honour’s 
humble memciialist may be permitted to mention that the scale of pay 
for 2nd clerk, clerks and copyists of his office is Rs. 90 — 4 — 110, 
45 — 2 — 85 and 40 — 1 — 50, respectively, though the copyista are ver>' 
often called upon to do (‘leri(‘al works in the general line. Again the 
copyists, after attaining a ^my of Rs. 50, have to wait for an indefinite 
period till a vacancy occurs in the cleri<‘al grade. It is, therefore, not 
infrequent that the copyists have to retire from ser%dce on reaching 
Rs. 50. The increment given to the clerks of the Secretiiriat and Po.st 
Offices is Rs. 4 to Rs. 6 per annum, while the increment is Rs. 4 for 
2nd clerk, Rs. 2 for clerks, and Re. 1 for copyists. This exc<>edingly 
lower rate of pay in a G(.vernment office in Calcutta makes one believe 
that Your Honour^s humble memorialist’s just claims are ignored by 
the Government. 


4. That with this j^altry allowam e it is simply im|iossible to meet 
the expenses of a family in ('alcutta. 

5, That Your Hemour’s humble memorialist therefore prays for 
an early revision and betterment of his jmy and jn*os|)t*cts for which 
acts of kindness he shall ever pray. It may l>e argued that the exist- 
ing scale of ixiy allowed, has proved to Im* sufficiently attractive for 
drawing a large numlier of candidates from the outside for a |)articu- 
lar vacancy. But it is the accei>te<l principle of Goveniment that the 
Government servants shoubl lie {mid so much as can maintain them in a 
degree of comfort and dignity and will shield them from temidation and 
also keep them efficient and contented for the term of service. There 
is no reason why his case should be govei'iied by the Law of Demand 
and Supply. 

In conclusion Your Honour’s humble memorialist fervently appeals 
to Your Honour for a consideration of hi.s hard case and {miys that 
orders be passed for redressing his legitimate grievances by sanction- 
ing a revised scale of pay and Calcutta house allowance. 

And Your Hemour’s humble memoriali.st, as in duty bound, shall 
ever pray. 


Jatis CHAifnaA Ghosh a. 


Oawjijtta, 

Dated the 8th October, 1928, 



m 


QUESTIONS. 


[ 18 th Mab* 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (g) of starred question 
No, 86 showing deductions from the salaries of the permanent 
copyists of the Calcutta Registration Off.ce made for short copying 
and comparing work since 2922, 

1922 

1. Manick Chand Pal — 11 days’ pay for NovemWr 1921 at 

Rs. 34-8, Rs, 12-10-4. 

2. Shamsuddin Khan — 2J days’ pay for November 1921 at 

Rs. 34-8, Rs. 2-8-5. 

3. Abul Khnir — li*, days’ ptiv for November 1921 at Rs. 34-8, 

Rs. 1-15-9. 

1923 

1. Manick ('hand Pal — Nil. 

2. Shamsuddin Khan — Nil. 

3. Abul Khair — Nil. 

1924 

1. Manick Phand Pal— Nil. 

2. Shamsuddin Khan — Nil. 

3. Abul Khair-Nil. 

1925 

1. Manick Chand Pal — 8j days’ pav for Mav 1925 at Rs. 50, 

Rs. 134. 

2. Shamsuddin Khan — Nil. 

3. Abul Khair-Nil, 

No deduction during any other month during the year. 

1926 

1. Manick OlBand Pal — 4 days’ pay for March 1926 at Es. 50, 

Rs. 6-11. 

2. Shamsuddin Khan — Nil. 

3. Abul Khair — Nil. 
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J. Manick Chand Pal — days’ pay for May 1926 at Rs. 50» 
Es. 12-14. 

2. Shamsuddin Khan — ^Nil. 

3. Abiil Khair— Nil. 

1. Manick Chand Pal — days* pay for Julv 1926 at Rs. 50» 

Rs. 744. 

2. Shamsuddin Khan — Nil. 

3. Abul Khair-~Nil. 

1. Manick Chand Pal — 5^ davs’ pav for Au^st 1926 at Rs. 50^ 

Ra. 9-8. 

2. Shamsuddin Khan — Nil. 

3. Abul Khair— Nil. 

1. Manick ('hand Pal — 3iV days’ psu' for September 1926 at R«. 50^ 

Rs. 5-3. 

2. Shamsuddin Khan — Nil. 

3. Abul Khair — Nil. 

No deduction during* the months of January, Februaiy, April, June^ 
October, November and DecemWr. 

1927 

1. Manick (’hand Pal — 5;n days’ pay for Decern l>er 1926 at Hs. 50, 

Rs. 9-8. 

2. Shamsuddin Khan — Nil. 

3. Abul Khair — Nil. 

1. Manick (Jhaiid Pal — 14x'’o days’ pay for July 1927 at Rs. 50, 

Rs. 234. 

2. Shamsuddin Khan — Nil. 

8. Abul Khair-Nil. 

1928 

1. Manick Chand Pal — Nil. 

2. Shamsuddin Khan — Nil. 

3. Abul Khair — Nil. 


Cqpyist Babu Manick Chand Pal was absent on leave from 2nd Au^si^ 
1927, to 11th 1929. 
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Extra oopyifts in the Ragistration oWct s in OiMitti and 
mufittai. 


•ae. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Eon’ble Mem- 
})er in charge of the Department of Education (Registration) be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that extra copyists in the Regis- 
tration offices in Calcutta and mufassal are employed only for copying 
works at piece-rate system? 

(h) Is it a fact that the extra copyists in the Calcutta Registration 
Office are made to do comparing works in addition but are not paid 
for their additional works? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

Th« Hon’bto Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: (a) Piece lates cover copying and 
•comparing. 

(ft) Yes. 

(c) Copying is not complete until the copy has been compared with 
Ihe original. 


Fall in tha earnings of tufo extra oopyists in the Caioutta 
Registration Office. 

*ft7. Mr. K. C. RAY OHAUDHURI: With reference to the state- 
ment laid on the table in i*eply to clause (ft) of starred question No. T4 
of the 24th August, 1928, showing a fall in the earnings of extra copj- 
ists in the Onlcuttii Registration Office under the existing piece-rate 
system with sjjecial reference to the earnings of extra copyists Sasi 
Bhushan Basu and Durgaimda Ohakravarti, will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Education (Registration) be pleased to 
state what action, if any, has been taken or is intended to be taken 
by the Government in the matter? 

Tho Hoii’bMiiowdb BtiHMitN’BAIYID NAWAB ALI BHAVDHURL 
KiMM Bihadur, of Ohahbaris The fall in the earnings of copyists 
Sasi Bhushan ^n and Durgapada Ohakravarti waa doe partly to tha 
decrease of copying work and partly to their absence and slow work. 
Ckyvemment do not intend to take any action in the matter. 
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PrMMMarving ml nMniai artaMitUmwitt if omts. 

•88. Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be {deaned to state— 

(j) the monthly wages of Civil and CViminal Court iieons, order- 
lies, chapra-sies, prcHiess-servers and other menials of the 
same class, classified se|)orat^ly; 

(it) whether the amouut of wa^res for such classes is the same 
throughout the province or whether there are variations 
in resjject of divisions or districts; 

(iii) if there are variations, the reasons for such variations; and 
(n*) the rate of wages pn*valent in the district of Mymensingh? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state— 

(i) whether there are grades for such wages; and 

(ii) if so, what these grades are with variations for different divi- 

sions and districts? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Memlier lie pleased to state whether these 
employees are eligible for iwnsion? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affimiative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state — 

(/) whether their cases also come under the ordinary rules of |)en- 
sion or under any vSiiecial niles; and 
(ii) if the latter, what such rules are? 

(e) If the answer to ir) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Memlwr 
be pleased to state — 

(?) whether they enjoy the benefit of any Provident Funds; and 
{ii) the rules regarding cxmtributions to such Provident Funds? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased bi state — 

(i) whether these men enjoy hob days under the ordinarj' Govern- 
ment rules or there are any special rules in their ca«e; and 
(u) if the latter, what these rules are? 

ig) When woe the scale of wages now existing put into fotce? 

(h) Have the Government any prc^)osal for the betterment o| their 
wages in the near future? 

(t) If the juiswer to (h) is in the affirmative, what are theee 
proposals? 
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MEMBER in oharga of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tlio Hon’blo 
Mft A. N. Motoerly): (a) and (h) A few districts, viz., Caleutta, Howrah 
(Sadar), Alipore (Sadar) and Darjeeling are classified as ** A*' districts 
because living, including accommodation, is distinctly dearer than 
elsewhere; all other districts are “B” districts. 

Process-servers are paid according to the following time-scales — 

in A ** districts, Rs. 18 — 1/5 — ^22; 

in “ B '' districts, Rs. 16 — 1/5 — 20. 

Other establishment menials, including peons, orderlies, chapra- 
sies, are paid — 

in A districts, Rs. 15—1/5—19; 

in B districts, Rs. 18—1/5—17. 

(c) and (d) Establishment menials, including pKJcess-servers, are 
eligible for |>ension under the ordinan’ rules applicable to inferior 
service. 

(r) Does not arise. 

(/) They enjoy holidays in the same manner as other Government 
servants. They enjoy leave under the provision of the Subsidiary’ Rules 
applicable to inferior service. 

(g) July 1st, 1921. 

(h) No. 

(i) Does not arise. 

BabU NALINIRANJAN BARKER: With inference to answers (c) 
and (r/), do the rules applicable to inferior servants contemplate the 
paynieiit of a pension equal to half the salary, as in other services? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY; The rules aie in the Civil 
Services Regulations. I am not prepared to quote details. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Is it a fact that the pension 
amounts to Rs. 4 only per mensem, and nothing more? 

Tba Honllla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have already said that 1 am 
not prepared to quote details. 

labu NALI^RANJAN BARKER: Will the Hon'ble Member deny 
that the following words occur on pagfe 130 of the Civil Services 
Regulations, vis. — 

** in all other cases, half pay not exceeding Rs. 4 a mmsth 

r 
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The Honlila Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The member has the advantage 
of me : he has got the book, while I have not. (Laughter.) 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: I ran lend it to yon. 


Offioar in charge of female education. 

•89. SHJut NACENORA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
who i.s the officer next to the Director of Public Instruction in charge 
of female education? 

(b) Are the Govenimeut considering the desirability of appoint- 
ing a suitable Indian oflficer for thi.s purpose? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr): {a) The two In8pectreHHe.H of Schools, i.c., the 
Insjiectress of Schools, Presidency and Burdwun Divisitms, and the 
Inspectress of Schools, Dacca Circle, are the oflicer.s in charge of female 
education. Both of these posts are at present held by Indian ladies. 

(h) Does not arise in view of the answer to (rj). 


Sanitary arrangameiits and aooommodatlon on iwwaongor traina. 

•90. Srijiit NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railways) aware of the 
insanitary conditicn of the carriages of the 19-Up B.N.R. passenger 
train which runs between Asansol and Kharagpur? 

(6) Have the Government any dejiartment or officer to look to the.se 
matters ? 

(c) Has the Public Health Depaitinent any reH[M>UHibility in these 
matters ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member l)e pleased to state whether the 
municipal laws of British India apjdy t<i — 

(i) the railway line; 

(ii) the station platforms; and 

{Hi) passenger trains? 

(e) Is it a fact that the local Government have no jurisdiction and 
liability in these matters because of the fact that railway is a central 
atthjeetP 
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(/) Do the local Goveriiment take any steps — 

(i) to prevent the overcrowding' of railway carria^^; 

(u) to prevent the insanitary condition of the railway stations and 
trains; and 

(in) to ensure the fitness of carnages for passengers traffic? 

(g) If so, what is the machinery therefor? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(RAILWAYS) (thi Hofi’Mo Mr. A. Marr)s (a) No. 

(h) Matters of Public Health interest or importance to railway 
passengers are occasionally brought by. the Director of Public Health 
to the notice of the Railway Chief Medical Officers for attention by the 
railway authorities. 

(c) The Provincial Public Health Department does not appear to 
have any direct resiwnsibility in these matters. 

(d) The application of local laws to railways appears to be limited 
by the principle eml)odied in section 135 of the Indian Railways Act, 
1860. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) (t) No. Sections 63, 102 and 109 of the Indian Railways Act 
provide sufficient safeguards against overcrowding. 

(it) The member is referred to (b) above. 

(Hi) No. 

(g) Does not arise. 

BHjut NAGENORA NATH BEN: With reference to answer (c), 
Tvdll the Hon’ble Meinl)er be pleased to state what department of the 
Government is directly responsible for these matters? 

The Mr. A. MARR: As far as 1 know, Sir, no depart- 

ment of the Provincial Government is i*espon8il)le for these matters. 

Mr. ilOGEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: Are passengers in railways 
excluded fi*om the operations of the Public Health Department? 

TIm Hon’Iile Mr. A. MARR: I suggest, Sir, that reply (h) answers 
that question, 

BriJUt NAGENDRA NATH BEN: Will tht^ Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state the sense in which he understands the word 
** municipal in question (d)? Does he understand it in the sense of 
relating to Municipalities, as opposed to military matters? 
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INli Mr. A. MARRs I have not understood Mr. Sen*s 

qui^^ion. 

iHJut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon ble Member be 
plea^d to state that since section 1.15 of the Indian Railways Act deals 
only with matters i-elatinj? to municipalities, taxation and other things, 
j.e., Municipal mutters as opposed to militaiy matters, is his answer to 
question (d) correct? 

Thf HMl’bl6 Mr. A. MARR: I think. Sir, that is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think so too. 


Ufistarred Quattlon 

(affiiiir«r to which was laid on the tablo). 

Veterinary Aseietant Surgeons. 

SS. BalMa dATINDRA NATH GHAKRABURTTY: (a) Will the 
Hon 'ble Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether the question of the revision of the 
pay and prospects of .the Veterinai*y Assistant Surgeons of the Civil 
Veterinary Depiirtment is still under coOvsideration ? 

(b) If 80 (f ) for how long the subject has Wn under consideration ; 
and 

(ii) how^ long it is expected to be under consideration under normal 
circumstances P 

MEMBER in ohiugo of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE imi 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’blo Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab All 
Cbaudhurly Khan Bahadur, of Ohaiibari): (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) The jrreseiit profsisuls have been under examination since 
May, 1927. 

(it) It is impossible to say when n final decision will be reached, 
since the concurrenc*e of all district boards has to he secured before 
increased pay can be given. 

Babtt dATINDRA NATH GHAKRABURTTY: Will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the opinions of the District Boards 
have been invited? 

The HoiPBlO Nawab Babwliir BAIYI 0 NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 
KImm BiindMr, at Dhillbdri: Yes, they have been invited. 
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Baba JATINDRA NATH OHAKRABURTTY: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state how many district boards have given their 
opinion P 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: None has replied yet. (Laughter.) 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Honble Member be 
pleased to state when the opinions were invited? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: They were invited through Commissioners 
of Divisions only a few weeks ago. 

Mr. aOGEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Honble Member be 
pleased to state what was being done since May, 1927, till “ a few weeks 
ago?'’ 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Bhanbari: The proposals were being examined. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Honble Member be 
pleased to state who was examining the proposals? 

The Hon’bfe Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: The various Departments concerned. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Honble Member be 
pleased to state which are the “ various Departments concerned ?” 

ThiHon’bia NawMi Bahadur 8AIYIO NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahaduiai of Dhanbari: The Departments of Agriculture and 
Industries, and Finance. 

Mr. <I0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Honble Member be 
pleased to state if these Departments were engaged in the work of 
examination of the proposals simultaneously, or one after another? 

Tba Hon’bla Nawab Dahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahaduiv of Dhanbari: Usually one after the other. (liaughter.) 

Mr. aOCEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: WiU the Hon'bie Member be 
pleased to state when the l)epartment of Agriculture and Industriee 
began the examination and when it was finished? 
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ii*'* PRESIDENTS I do not allow that question. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA CDPTAs May I ask^ Sir, one more 
supplementan;' question 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA. Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether there is any possibility of these examiiintions 
by Government Departments being expedited^ 

TheHonlil. Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Very little. (Laughter.) 

Khan Bahadur Maulai AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon'ble MemW 
be pleased to state whether the district boards have received the 
communication from Government by this time!' 

ThaHon>bl« Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari : I cannot say. 


The Budget grants of the Government of Bengal for 1929-30. 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

S— Land Revenue. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 14,1*3,000 under the head ** 5B — Management of Government 
Estates be reduced by Rs. 100. (Demands of the Muhammadan 
community for grant of lands for mosques in or near Court compounds 
and to the paucity of Muhammadan employees under the Khas Mahal 
Department). 

Sir, my object in bringing forward this motion is to draw the atten- 
tion of Government to certain grievances of the Moslem community. 
During the budget discussion, I shall have the disagreeable duty of 
referring, from time Ui time, to the special grievances of my community. 
I ahall try to be brief in my reference to these grievances, because I 
do not find the atmosphere of this House to be at all congenial. 1 
rather fed myself between two fires. On the one hand, there is a 
•ectien of my countrymen who profess, in theory at least, a supreme 
apathy for the loaves and fishes of office, while on the other Kand there 
IS ^e Government, perhaps sympathetic but more anxious to keep up 

7 ■ 
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appearances, who seem to think that, their shower of blessings is lost 
upon an ungrateful community. Sir, I shall therefore refer to these 
grieTances with a good deal of trepidation of heart, and I hope that I 
shall not be taken as a rank communalist if I do so very often during 
the course of this session. 

Sir, at the outset 1 should like to make one point clear. It is, that 
I do not demand any favour for my community when I refer to these 
grievances. T only want justice — bare justice — from Government and 
from this House. To render justice to our claims and grievances it 
may perhaps be nece«sar>* to disturb old monopolies, and it is there and 
there only that the real trouble begins. 

Sir, I shall now come to the pailicular points which I wish to raise 
in moving this motion. My first point is that the Muhammadan com- 
munity has been labouring under a very serious disadvantage, because 
in many districts there is very little facility for Muhammadans in 
saying their daily prayers during Court hours. This is also true of 
Juma prayers. There are districts w’here the Court-houses are situated 
at places near which there are no private lands on which Muhammadans 
may erect mosques and say their prayers. In these districts, Muham- 
madan litigants, pleaders and officers, suffer a very great disadvantage, 
inasmuch as they have to resort to distant places for the purpose of 
saying their pniyers or to have their prayers in the open without any 
shelter or protection from either the sun or the rain. 

d-lO p.m. 

Sir, it is only in these cases that the Muhamma»lans have to 
approach the Government for the grant of suitable pieces of 
land either within or near Coui*t (‘ompounds for the erection of mosques. 
8uch an application, so far as the district of Faridpur is concerned, 
w’as made, and that application was recommended, and I think very 
strongly recommended, by the district magistrate, but unfortunately 
Govemmant could not see its way to accede to the prayer which was 
ultimately rejected. I want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Meml>er to thhs unsatisfactory decision and I hop© that henceforth these 
prayers will be looked upon with the sympathy that they deserve. I 
do not know why the Government is at all prone to reject such prayers. 
We find that the Government is not unwilling to offer other facilities 
to 'Muhammadans for saying their prayers — ^for example, Gk>V6nKine]Lt 
has issued a circular that on Fridays the revenue and criminal Courts 
should suspend their business from 12-80 to 2 p.m. — and the Muhaiup 
madans are very grateful for that. I do not know why when they off«r 
these facilities Government are not coming forward to grant oilier 
facilities, without which these oirmilars very often beoeme nugaiety or 
infective. It may be said, Sir, that this is a communal queelioa, and 
it is not a good policy for the Govemm^Bi to allow the couitruetioA of 
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itdigioas structures in or near Court ooinpouiLds, becau^ in that case 
other communities will also come forward with similar prayera. Let 
me aaV) Sir, that the Muhammadans stand on a different footing from 
other communities in this respect as they have to say their prayei-s five 
times a day and at least twice during the Court hours. In that view 
of the matter I do not think that any of the other community will come 
forward with a similar prayer, if the Government a('cede to the demand 
of the Muhammadans. We see that Government does ac tually make 
some provision, for the prayer of Muhammadans, for example, in this 
Council chaml)er we are given facilities for saying our prayers and there 
is aewmmodation provided for that purpose. That is also the c>aiie in 
the Legislative Assemhly; and if w'e look to the Bengal Secivtariat, 
there also proper facilities are offered to the Muhninmadans. Certain 
rooms are set apart there for prayei-s. But when the question of the 
mufassal districts come in, 1 do not know why the Government deviate* 
from the policy which it is following in other cases. Therefore, I 
think this question should he reconsidered hy Government and a more 
sympathetic attitude shown towards the needs of the community. 

I would also like to draw attention to another iK)int and that ia 
rather a small one. The question of a proi)er share of appointments 
for each communitv in the various departments of Government is now 
in the forefront. So far as the khasnuihal depurtment is (‘oncerned, 
we find that the numl»ei of Muhammadan tahsildars employed in that 
department is ven* inade^iuate. When the question of high appoint- 
ments come in, we hear that the only consideration is efficiency, and 
that the Government is not at all prepared to impair the efficiency of 
the sen’ices. I do not know whether the efficien<‘v of the service will 
he impaired if a certain number of Muhammadans be appointed os 
kbasmahal tahsildars. I would refer to the actual position so far n* 
this department is concerned, and this may Ih* gathered from the 
question which I put on the 8th August, 1928 tjuestion No. 45—lu 
answer to which we were given the total number of tahsildars in Bengal, 
district by di.'^tnct, and the number of Muhammadans and non-Muham- 
madans employed. The total number on that date was 108 and out of 
that 140 were non-Moslems, while 28 only were Moslems, i.e., only 
10 per cent. Moslems. I submit, Sir, there is something wrong some- 
where which prevented Moslems from coming into the department, and 
I hope the Hon’ble Member will direct his attention to that and see 
that the grievances of the Moslems in this respect be remedied to a 
certain extent. With these observations I place my motion before th# 
House. 

••fell dlTENOIIALAI. iANMERdEEs Sir, 1 should not like ta 
oppose tbia motion, but there is mie humWe eoasideration wkiob I 
should like to place for the consideration of the House. Suppose, Sif^ 
that the pnyer of our Muhammadan brothers is granted and euppoe# 
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that Government provides accommodation in a Court compound for 
the building of mosques. I do not see how the application can be 
rejected, seeing that it is to promote the interests of piety and religion I 
But suppose now that a plea is taken by a Shaivite Hindu that he 
would like to have accommodation in the Court compound for a Shiva 
temple. Here, again, I do not see how the Government can possibly 
reject the prayer. A paternal Government must always hold the 
ecales even, and also the claims of piety and re^ligion must ever be 
taken consideration of and must ever be encouraged I Now suppose, 
when the application of the Shaivite has been granted, a worshipper 
of Kali comes forward and wants accommodation for a Kali temple! 
Again, I say, how can a paternal, benevolent, just and equitable 
Government refuse to consider the plea? Also there are the claims 
of piety and religion which must be always considered and always 
encouraged ! Then, Sir, when the worshipper of Kali has had his turn, 
a Sikh may come forward and like to have his Gurdwara ! And here 
again, the Sikhs must not be disobliged, for they are the military 
aection of the population, and there are the ever-present claims of 
piety and religion I So every one of these applications will have to 
be considered ; and when all these applications have l>een duly con- 
sidered, what will happen to the Court compound? Certainly it will 
present a motley and diversified spectacle — edifying no doubt, but rather 
inconvenient ! Meanwhile, one should like to know what will happen 
to the poor litigants. Where will they be in the midst of this motley 
assemblage of mosques, temples and gurdwarasP Also what will happen 
to the business of the Court — in the midst of the incessant stream of 
hhajan and pnufer and nemaz that will rise up from these miscellan- 
eous places ol worship: A trifling consideration perha])8 — but one 
which an earthly and secular Government may not wholly overlook! 

The Hon’blu Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, I will 
take the second point first; and the second point is about 
4ihe paucity of Muhammadan employees in the khasmahal 
•department. I take it up first, Wause this is a point 
^hich really pertains to my department. I may tell the House 
ithat although Maulvi Tamiauddin Khan has given the number of 
khasmahal tahsildars there are other classes of employees among 
whom the position of Muhammadans is not so unsatisfactory, viz,, as 
j’egards amins, clerks and sarkars. As regards amins, we have 
20 non-Moslems and 11 Moslems. As regards clerks and sarkars, we 
tiave 60 non-Moslems and 136 Moslems. With regard to both t&ese 
classes, the nnjtnber is somewhere about the usual number of clerical 
<«taff in all districts* I admit, however, that as regards tahsildars, 
the number is comparatively small. The appointments with regard 
to tahsildars, clerks and sarkars, and amins are made by the Collector 
and not by Government; and I am sure, Sir, the (Electors always 
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tr3r io choose from suitable applicants and the Collectors Lave no pre- 
judice against MuLammadans as such. It may be that the suiallar 
number of tahsildars is a legacy of the past, or that in view of vhe 
difference between the j>ercentage of ainins, clerks and sarkars, and* 
tahsildars, in regard to tahsildars, applications from etticient non- 
Moslems preponderate. I am told, Sir, that even in some estates held-’ 
by private Miihamiiiudan Kamiiidars, the tahsildars are mostly noiii-- 
Moslems. Be that as it may, Government is quite willing to look into the 
question of increasing the numl)er of Muhammadan tahsildars and 
also whether Muhammadans have a legitimate grievance in the matter 
of such appointments. My suggestion to my friend, Mr. Tamisuddin 
Khan, is to bring, in the first instance, his grievance to the notice of 
the Collector. If he does not get his grievance remedied, then to move 
the higher authorities. 

Now, Sir, as regards the first point, which is from the point of 
view of the mover the more important question, I am in the position 
of a mere spokesman of Government decision, because in a (juestion 
like this, various departments are comerned, namely, the Revenue 
Department, the Judicial Department, the Public Works Department 
and the Political Department. I find also that the matter has be?w 
decided by Government more than once, and the mover has very 
rightly pointed out that the attitude of Government towards th? 
Muhammadan community about saying their prayers is sympathetic — 
but it is sympathetic no doubt so far as is possible for Government 
to be with due regard to its duties. With regard to a (luestion of 
this nature, namely, that a part of the court compound should l>e sat 
apart for the erection of a mosque, I am sure that if my friend thinks 
about it more closely, he will find that it is a very difficult matter. 
The primary object, or rather the only object of a court compound is 
to provide for what is necessaiy^ for the court itself, namely, the court 
house for the trial of cases, the offices appertaining to the courts and 
other immediate purposes of a court. Now, if a mosque be permitted 
to be built within the court compound, then later on if larger accom- 
modation be required for the court, it will, I am sure, be admitted that 
if will be difficult to get rid of the mos(|ue — it would perhaps be an 
act of sacrilege no doubt to the Muhammadans to remove the mosque. 
But, apart from that, the attitude of Government in all these depart- 
ments all along has been not to allow any encroachment, 
especially encroachment for religious purposes in regard to court com- 
pounds and other Government property. Very recently, in a certain 
place, the Hindus wanted to worship Saraswati on the Baraswati Puja 
day, which was a holiday, in a court compound. Following the same 
inincipla, although the worship would have lasted only two days, iha 
application was refused. Now, if we are to live in amity, it is desir* 
able that the court itself and the court compound should not be sot 
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apart lor religious observance. I will not, however, pursue the argH*^ 
meats of Mr. Jitendralal Banner jee. He has said enough to show that 
in a matter of this kind the thing can be pushed to inconvenient 
limits. With these observations, Sir, I must oppose this amendment. 

3-45 p.m. 

liauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 did not mean only that court 
compounds should be set apart for mosques but some place in or near 
court compounds. 

Tha Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: With regard 
to that point it is not possible to give a general answer. There may 
be lands available in some places, and in other places there may not 
be available land. If I give a general answer, I might be misunder- 
stood. 

There is another point and that is this: With regard to lands for 
mosques and temples, it is always desirable that these places of reli- 
gious worship should not be on leasehold lands. I may inform the 
mover that in some khasmahals mosques and places for religious worship 
have been allowed to be erected but the Collectors advised those who 
wanted to start these religious places to acquire the land. And 
although ordinarily we do not sell khasmahal lands in these special 
cases khasmahal lands have been allowed to be sold. All that I can 
say is that there is no intrinsi»- objection to ])la(*es of worship within 
;a convenient distance of the court house but that each application for 
•erecting such places will have in be dealt with on its own merits. 
Beyond that it is not possible or ri^ht for me to say anything more 
definite. 

Miulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want to put another question to 
the Hon'ble Member. 

Mr. PREttBENT: I cannot allow any more questions at this 
stage. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was then put and lost. 

Dabu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: I beg to move that the 
demand for Rs. 16,84,000 under the head “ 5C. — Land Revenue-— 
Survey and Settlement — Major Settlement Operations ** be reduced by 
Rs. 51,700. 

This motion for the reduction of the demand for major settlement 
np^rations by Rs. 51,700 is with respect to the allotment made in the 
MMt year’s budget in connection with the cost of aeriid survey in 
Malda. In page 30 ot the Financial Btatsmeni we find the foNowing 
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: “ tke estimate under major settlement oi)eration8 for the ensu- 
ing year has been fixed at Rs. 17,73,000 inclusive of Rs. 61,000 pay- 
able to the Aerial Survey Company as the third instalment for the 
survey work, against this year’s revised estimate of Rs. 18,04,lKH).” 
Sir, the history of the aerial survey of Malda is rather interesting. 
This method of survey by aeroplane is a new thing in this province. 
The whole work of survey of the district was entrusted to an Air 
Survey Company — a British Company no doubt — at a remuneration of 
Rs. 2,69,000 as we find in page 29 of the Financial Statement for 
1928-29. The Air Survey Company accordingly took photographs of 
some portions of the district and prepared maps, which were veiy^ 
beautiful to look at, but on verification they were found to be absolutely 
worthless for the purpose for which they were prepared, for they did 
not at all tally with the actual measurement of the area for which 
these maps were prepared. The Air Survey Company had no previous 
experience in works of this nature, but that never stood in their way 
of securing a contract for this responsible work. The whole thing was 
kept a secret until it was brought to our knowledge by some questions 
put by ms to which answers were given in this Council on the 27th 
February last. This failure of the Company to perform the contract 
was described in the Financial Statement for the next year ns their 
inability to complete the work before the close of the financial year. 
The words are tliese — in page 30 of the Financial Statement — “ the 
savings in the revised estimate, which has be m based on the nine 
months’ actuals, are partly due to the non-payment in full of the cost 
of the aerial survey in Malda owing to the inability of the Aerial 
Survey Company to complete the work before the close of the financial 
year.” 

Now I turn to the questions put by me. My first question was — 
” Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department be 
pleased to state the result of aerial survey in the district of Malda?” 
And to this the answer was — ” The Air Survey Company failed to 
provide accurate maps within the time allowed and the contract has 
been cancelled.” I beg to draw the attention of the House parti- 
cularly to th? words ” the contract has been cancelled.” 

My next question was — ” Is it a fact that the attempt has been a 
failure?” And to this the answer was — ” Yes, hitherto, but some maps 
prepared by new methods will be tested shortly.” The ” new methods ” 
require some explanation. 

The Air Survey Company failing in their attempt to provide accurate 
maps, employed am ins who worked for two months in the thanas of 
Habipur and Baraangola— only two thanas out of 17 thanas in the dis- 
iHet-— took measurement of those areas hy the old, ordinary method 
a»d prepared maps which, I thiidc, would be relayed upon the itiufMi 
mviovsly prepared by the Company and inaccuracies Would be thus 
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corrected. I say this, Sir, from my personal knowledge of what these 
survey parties were doing there. So the words ** new methods ” are 
rather misleading. It is neither more nor less than the old ordinary 
method of survey prevalent in this country which is always more 
reliable. 

My next question was — How much of the remuneration 
originally sanctioned has actually been paid to the survey company?*' 
to which the answer was — “ Rs. 1,03,400.** The original amount 
sanctioned was Rs. 2,59,000 out of which they were allowed to draw 
Rs. 1,03,400, i.e.f about one-half of the total amount without in any 
way deserving such a huge remuneration as they really did nothing. 

My next question was — If the answer to (5), i.e., is it a fart 
that the attempt has been a failure, is in the affirmative, are the 
Government considering the desirability of calling upon the said 
Company to refund the amount actually drawn by it?** and the answer 
was — **Ye8.** May I ask the Hon'ble Member in charge of the 
Department of Land Revenue whether the said Company has as yet 
been actually called upon to refund? 

So W 9 got these informations from the Hon’ble Member in charge 
that*— 

(1) the Air Survey Company failed to perform the contract; 

(2) their contract has been cancelled ; and 

(3) the Company would be called upon to refund the amount 

actually drawn by it. 

In the face of these statements and the stubborn fact that the Air 
Survey Company miserably failed to perform the contract, we find in the 
Financial Statement for the next year, page 29, that a provision for 
Rs. 51,700 haa been made for the Air Survey Company as the third 
instalment payable to them for the survey work. So it comes to this 
that the Government is perfectly determined to pay all the instalments 
to the Air Survey Company even without getting any return for it. 

Standing upon these facts, may I request the members of this, 
specially those sitting opposite, not to lend support to the demand by 
which it is intended to benefit a company of white men with whom 
our alien bureaucracy are in a happy brotherhood. 

BibM 4ITENORALAL BANNEMEE: Sir, I have great pleasure 
an supporting the proposal just moved. Here is an instance in which 
the Government, by its own admission, has been convicted of criminal 
carelessness and neglect, and yet, undeterred by the failure of its 
experiment, we understand that Gk)vemment is still going on seeking 
to foist upon the Settlement Department the inaccurate maps that 
have been prepared by the Aerial Survey Company, and at the same 
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tiafte paying more money to the Company. Sir, the idea of an aerial 
survey first started with Mr. Jamieson, formerly Director of Land 
Records and Agriculture. His idea was that some of the stages of 
ordinary settlement operations could be avoided by this means, that 
the traverse survey need not be so detailed as hitherto, and that the 
cadastral survey may be omitted altogether. That was the idea— 
that some of the processes might be avoided and therefore a saving 
might result. The other idea was that maps of a more scientific 
accuracy would be obtained ns a result of these operations. I shall 
try to show how the Government proje<*t has miscarried at every step. 
In the first place it has not been possible to avoid the 
cadastral survey operations altogether. At a very early stage of the 
operations, it was found that the aerial survey could not cover the 
hxntee areas, as our villages are ( hoked with bamboo clumps and 
jungle. In that direction the aerial survey turned out to be quite 
useless. It was seen that the other operations would have still to 
l)e continued and would have to be redupli<ated by means of the 
aerial survey. Conse(|Uently there could la* no saving in expense. 

As regards accuracy, what has been the result? The maps which 
have been turned out are wildly inaccurate. In fact, if these inaccu- 
rate maps are produced before a court of justice, they are l)ound to 
be rejected. The result of these operations therefore would be that 
the whole record-of-rights would be vitiated. 

Sir, unlike many of my friends, I am of opinion that settlement 
operations are extremely valuable, in fact it is the one most valuable 
thing upon which Government has been engaged for some time. A» 
a result of accurate survey the cultivators now know what the extent 
of their holdings may be and what their rights are with reference to 
these holdings. But if Government persists in their present policy 
of foisting their inaccurate maps on the Settlement Department, 
simply because they want to save their face as regards this aerial 
survey business, Government will then nullify and undo their own 
work. Thus we see that no improvement has been made, no saving 
effected and no accuracy obtained by the aerial survey. Also, if 
this aerial survey project is continued — and Government seems deter- 
mined to go on with this project — then 5,000 amins employed iP the 
Department — and I ask my Muhammadan friends to take particular 
notice of the fact that at least 60 per cent, of these amins are Muham- 
madans — will be thrown out of enrplojTnent, will be deprived of 
their bread, not for the sake of accuracj^ but simply for the purpose 
of patronising a British commercial corporation. I ask the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department — was it not the unani- 
mous opinion of the settlement officers of Bengal that tfie maps 
turned out by the Aerial Surrey Comf^ny hare been a hopeless 
failure? 
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If that was so, how is it that Government still persist in these 
operations P 

There is another question also which I should like to put to the 
Hon'ble Member. Will he or will he not answer whether they are 
still persisting in this matter because of the very strong hints which 
have been received from some of the highest quarters of the landP 
Is that the fact or not? If that is so, I hope the Hon'ble Member 
will take the House into his confidence and say what he has got to 
say and explain his position. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON. I also have a question to ask the Hon’ble 
Member, but before I get to that question I must raise another point. 
When I first came to this country, I was sent as an Assistant Magis- 
trate to Barisal and afterwards I went as a Subdivisional Officer to 
the subdivision of Bhola. The Bakarganj settlement operations were 
just drawing to a conclusion. Those were days when the survey was 
carried out under the Director of Surveys and not under the control 
of the Director of Land Records, that is to say, not under the control 
of the Settlement Department. The reputation of the amins in 
Barisal was abominable. To muzzle the ** ox that treadeth out the 
corn,^’ Mr. J. C. Jack and Sir Nicholas Beatson-Bell devised the 
kanungo system and took over from the Surv’ey Department the con- 
trol of all the survey and settlement operations after the traverse. 
Mr. Jack and, to a less extent, Sir Nicholas Beatson-Bell had an 
extraordinary knack of drawing the best out of their subordinates. 
At first the batcdi of kanungos they took were young men straight 
from the university, and Mr. Jack inspired them with so much of his 
spirit that they foimed a service which, for keenness and enthusiasm, 
has not been l>euten in this province. As a result of the handing 
over to the Settlement Department of the kistwar operations a great 

deal of grumbling about the exactions of the amins stopped; but not 

altogether. The amins during my time — and I was 9 years a Settle- 
ment Officer— Hilways lived free. Not that it was necessarily exaction; 
ihat necessarily means there was extortion; it was mainly the instinct 
of hospitality which is very strong among the Bengal villagers but 
there is no doubt that the amin was a burden — not a locust to eat 

everything, but a burden, and if we can remove the amin we can 

nave at least very much heart-burning. 

I have seen settlement operations started in four districts and 
finished in four districts and always the grumbling has been over the 
eurvey; survey is a thing which the villagers do not understand; 
they do not know how if i^ done, but they think that the amin with 
his pencil can change the area and alter the boundaries of their lands. 
They do not worry over khanapuii. All that the amin does at khana* 
puri is perfectly understandable to them. All he does is to write down 
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ih6 dames of the landlords, the names of the owners and of the share- 
holders, in the holding and their shares and on the back of the kha- 
tian the plots and boundaries and nothing more; rent or cess is not 
entered by the amin at all, area also is not entered b}^ the amin. All 
things that are done at the khanapuri stage are perfectly simple 
things which the villagers understand but they do not worry about 
them, but they are afraid of the amin when he is making his map. 
If we can get the settlement operations done without the amius kist- 
war in the field, it will save all the heart-burning that comes with 
the settlement operations in a new district. This heart-burning can 
be removed if we can get a map from the air. Mapping fmm the air 
has been used in Mesopotamia, in Egypt and the United Provimes 
with great success. The Malda surveys were made by people who 
had experience of such survey in Egypt and attempted Egyptian 
methods which however would not work here. They tried to work 
with too few fixed points in the hope of saving money. 

Perhaps few members of this House have seen the fields of 
Egypt; the fields in Egj^pt are very characteristic in shape while the 
fields in this j)rovince are rectangular; every field ha>* the >ame 4iaj)e 
as its fellow* but in Egypt the fields and meadows aie of ilifieient shape. 
If you get a map taken on one side and a map taken on the other 
side it is easy to fit them together by the shapes of the fields. One 
Surveyor-General in Egypt (I remember reading a report of his) 
said that many of the field boundaries in Egypt are as old as the 
pyramids themselves. Our field Imundaries are not like theirs; they 
are little narrow’ ails and as I said the fields are nearly always 
rectangular. It is l)ecauHe they crmld not find fitting points foi these 
maps that they could not adjust them and make them a< < urate. 

Now I come to the question which I wished to ask the Hon'hle 
Member. I understand that the maps which have been produced are 
not accurate. In a paragraph from the air the fields in the middle 
come out larger than those in the side and adjustment is necessarj*. 
Moreover, the areoplane is disturbed by the wind and is not always 
of the same height and not always level. The maps are too hig 
on one side and too small on the other; small in the front or hig 
behind, and have to be adju.sted. But they are pictures and as 
pictures they can be used for khanapuri purposes. They may not b# 
sufficiently accurate for subsequent stages of settlement w^ork, when 
the exact areas of fields is re<|uired, but they will W sufficiently 
accurate for khanapuri, and if khanapuri were done this year; during 
the interval before the next cold weather it would have been possible 
to produce sufficiently accurate maps to finish the job off. Now I 
woiki ask the HoH'ble Member^nd I expect he has a good reason, 
I iafe heafd he has a good reason to oier, in the attitude of the 
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tenants — I would ask why he did not complete the khanapuri on thoee 
maps and finish the records on the revised maps in the next cold 
weather. 

The Heti’hle Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: So far as this 
raction is concerned the position can be ver>' easily explained. Shortly 
the position is tliis : the contract has been cancelled on the simple 
ground that the Company promised to deliver satisfactory maps by a 
certain date in October, and so the contract has been cancelled. This 
Rs. 51,000 odd which is mentioned in the budget is not for payment 
to the Company but to cany on the survey by the ordinary method. 
When the contract was cancelled some day in February (third week) 
as there were agrarian troubles in that district we had to start settlement 
operations by the ordinary method and settlement operations meant 
money. The Its. 51,000 odd that is in this year’s budget will be 
devoted to that purpose; but the contract has been cancelled. 

As regards >fr. Thompson’s quertion and other criticisms of a 
general nature I will try to reply to them so far as possible within the 
very short time at my disposal. Last year with the leave of the 
Hou<!e my predecessor in office did get the budget sanctioned and it was 
on the basis of that budget, in which this very question was discussed, 
the contract with the Air Company was entered into. The Council 
therefore cannot have any legitimate grievance against the Government 
for entering into this contract. There cannot be any doubt that if the 
survey from air is successful it will be very satisfactory^ — it will mean 
lesser harassment to the tenant and to all parties concerned; it will 
perhaps be cheaper too for Government and all parties concerned but 
they could not successfully produce satisfactory maps within the time 
fixed by the contract, but later on the maps which they have produced 
have been tested and found to have improved very much but there is 
no question of payment on the original contract because that contract 
has been cancelled. 

As regards Mr. Thompson’s question I will say this that the new 
experiment is on a 2i square mile area or thereabouts out of a total 
area of about 1,(>00 square miles and it is rather premature for us to 
decide anything definitely and it was not possible to complete the 
khanapuri of the district from maps of this limited area. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The maximum time-limit on this item having 
been reached f will forthwith put to vote such questions as are neces- 
sary to dispose of the demand under discussion. 

The motion that the demand for Bs. 16,84,000 under the head “ OC. — 
Land Revenue — Survey and Settlement— Major Settlement Operattons ** 
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be reduced by Rs. 51,700 was put and a division taken with the 
following result : — 

AYES. 


AaeawSt Maelvi Asimuedin. 

Atieullam Mr. tydd Md. 

BactMy Sabu Roiiim Ctiandra. 

Or. eranidthanam. 

MiMTlM, SalNi Fromotha Nath. 
eanadrjM, Sabu jitMidralal. 

Biftwat, Btbtt Surtitdra Nath. 

Baw, Babu Btjoy Krishna. 
Chakrabiwity, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. 
Chattsrjsa, triJut Bijay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Maulwi Nurul Huq. 

Dal Bupta, Or. 4. M. 

Oatta, uabu Akhil Chandra. 

Outt, Babu taral Kumar. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagsndra Nath. 

ChMS, Babu Amarsndra Nath. 

Qugta, Mr. Jsgsth Chandra. 

Hsqus, Kaxi Emdadul. 


Khan, Khan tahib Mauivi Muaxiam All. 
Maiti, Babu Mahsndra Nath. 

Moitra, triJut Jagsndra Nath. 

Mukhsrjsa, grijut Taraknath. 

Nasksr, Babu Nsm Chandra. 

Pal Chaudhuri, Mr. Ran Jit. 

Rahman, Mauivi Axixur. 

Rahman, Mauivi gnamiur. 

Ray, Or. Kumud tankar. 

Ray, trijut Radha Osbinda. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Roy Chaudhuri, Ral Bahadur tatyandra 
Nath. 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

San, Srijut Nagandra Nath. 

San Bupta, Mr. J. M. 


NOES. 


Addame-Wiitlama, Mr. C. 

Altai, Mauivi iyad Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Katiruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Emaduddin. 
Blair. Mr. 4. R. 

Caaaalla, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi NaBtar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han’bla Nawab Bahadur 
•aiyid Nawab AH, Khan Bahadur, 
Clark, Mr. I. A^ 

Cohan, Mr. O. 4. 

Oath, Mr. A. 4. 

Orummand, Mr. 4. B. 

Eddis, Mr. A. MeO. 

Farraatar, Mr. 4. Campball. 

Fyfa, Mr. 4, N. 

Bhaoa, Mr. M. C. 

Nagua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Axixul. 
Hagg, Mr. B. F. 

Haaain, Nawab Muiharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Hug Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul. 
Huaoain, Mauivi Latafat. 
dankina. Or. W. A. 

Khan, Mauivi Tamifuddin. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 


Lamb, Mr. T. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Han*bla Mr. A. 

MaCiuakia, Mr. B. T. 

Minor, tha Han’bia Sir Pravath Chundar. 
Mabarly, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Mukarji, Mr. S. C. 

Ordiah, Mr. d. E. 

Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Phllpat, Mr. N. C. V. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rauf, Mauivi Syad Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Roaa, Mr. B. P. 

Roy, Mr. BiJoy Praaad Singh. 

Sarkar, Ral Sahib Rabat! Mahan. 

San, Mr. Satiah Chandra. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra 

Narayan. 

Staplaton, Mr. H. E. 

Tata, Major Banoral Bodfray. 

Thomaa, Mr. H. W. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 37 and the Noes 49, the motion was lost. 

The time-limit under the head “ 5. — Lrand Revenue having been 
reached the following motions were not put: — 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUOHURI Sshidur; That 
the demand of Re. 2,71,000 under the head ' 50. — Survey and Settle- 
ment — Minor Settlement Operations ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss 
the policy of the Government with regard to temporary settled estate, 
point ont its defect and suggest measures).'* 
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fniut BMAY KUMAR CNATTfR^KEl That the demand lif 

R». 44,07,000 under the head ' 5. — Land Revenue ’ be reduced by 
Rb. 14,00,000 (on the ground that the Department is spending money 
in an extravagant manner and there is no necessity for such highly 
paid officers).” 

Srijut RAOHA GOilNOA RAY: That the demand of 

Rs. 44,07,000 under the head ^ 5. — Land Revenue (Reserved) ’ be 

reduced by Rs. 8,08,279.” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL. HAQUE: That the demand of 
Rs. 44,07,000 under the head ‘ 5. — Land Revenue (Resen’ed) * be 
reduced by Rs. 1,50,000.” 

BMmi NALINIRANdAN BARKER: That the demand nf 

Rs. 44,07,f)00 under the head * 6. — Land Revenue (Reserved) ’ be 
reduced by Rs. 1,00,(K)0.” 

BHJut NACENDRA NATH BEN: That the demand of 

Rs. 44,07,000 under the head * 5. — Land Revenue ’ be reduced by 
Rh. 100 (to draw attention to the fact that the excess realisations on 
account of Survey and Settlement and Record of rights operations are 
not returned).” 

MaiBvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAfl: That the demand of 

Rs. 44,07,000 under the head ‘ 5. — Land Revenue (Reserved) * be 
reduced by Rs. 5 fas a protest against the action taken by the 
Government in cone<’tion with the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill].” 

SriJiJi NACENDRA NATH BEN and Mauivi BHAMBUR-RAHMAN: 

** That the demand of Rs. 44,07,000 under the head ‘ 6. — Land Reve- 
nue * be reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that the revenues of temporary 
settled estates in the Khulna distri('t have been abnormally increased, 
and that Govenmient have not yet brought up any Revenue Law Bill).” 

Mauivi NURUL NUQ CHAUOHURI: ‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 44,07,000 under the head * 5. — Land Revenue * be reduced by Re. 1 
(to express disapproval of the policy of the Government for its scanty 
recognition of the claims of the rural and agricultural interests as 
compared with the urban and industrial interests in making provisions 
in the budget for their respective welfare).” 

Mmalvl ABIMUODIN ANAMAD: That the demand of 
Es. 44,07,000 under the head * 5. — Land Revenue (Reserved) ’ bo 
reduced by Be. 1 [as a protest against the support of the GovemHioitt 
members of section 26F of the Bmgai Tmaacy (Amendment) Bill].” 
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SrijHt IIMY KUMAR CHATTIRJKEl “ That the demand of 
Bs. 44,07,000 under the head * 5. — Land Revenue ’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(on the ground that this Council has no confidence in this department 
as during the last famine no proper relief was given).’' 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 44,07,000 be granted for eijpeuditure 
under the head “ 5. — Land Revenue ” was then put and agreed to. 

[At 4 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 4-15 p.m.) 

6.~>Excit«. 

Tlie Hatl’ble Mr. A. MARRi Mr. President, Sir, on the recommenda* 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I l>eg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 21,90,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “ 6. — Excise.” 

The summary' of these figures will W found on page 47 of the Budget 
and the details are given in the subsecjiient pa^ires. It will be observed 
that the corresponding demand in the current year’s budget was 
Rs. 22,el9,000, the reduction being due mainly to a reduction by the 
Government of India in the cost price of opium from Rs. 2't-r) to Rs. 22-7 
a seer. It is also expected that the (consumption of opium will itself 
decrea«e slightly, so a smaller (juantity will be required for issue tcF 
opium shops. 

The various budget items generally show little (‘hange from the figure# 
of last year, such variations as exist are attributable to such incidental 
matters as leave appli<‘ations and officiating unangements. The incre- 
mental time-sc 4 iles of pay naturally have their effect and these have 
been pi-ovided for, hut the (‘hanges attrihutuhle to this head are more 
or less uniform. 

^ew expendituit? includes funds for the constiniction of quarters for 
the staff in Jalpaiguri. I need hardly remind the House that the 
climate in Jalpaiguri ranges from extreme dampness to a considerable 
degree of cold. The district is still to a certain degree unhealthy, and 
it is only right and proper that our touring officeiii should he given 
reasonable housing accommodation. It is the least we can do in order 
to secure the health and efficiency of the Excise force. 

The additional clerk at Jalpaiguri is justified by the great increase 
in revenue in that district in the last few yeaiw, and the House will 
readily undentand that this increased revenue means increased work,, 
and this has called for additional establishment. 

With these few words, T beg to move the motion sUnding in my 
name. 

The foRowing motions were called but not moved ; — - 

•rSwt MONA MIINOA OAV, Mr. R. 8. RAiU Ml 
■MOAO0L MOQUCi “ Sie denuuid of R«. 8T,000 ander Uie bMd 
‘ 6. — ^EveUw— Aaperintendnee ’ be refwed.” 
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S*y AKHIL OHANDAA DATTAl ** That the demaad of 
Es. 87,000 under the head ‘ 6A. — Excise — Superintendence * be 
reduced by Es. 37,000.^^ 


Babu KHACENDRA NATH CANGULYs Tha.t the demand of 
Es. 87,000 under the head ‘ 6A. — Excise — Superintendence ’ be 
reduced by Es. 13,000/' 


Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: That the demand of 
Eb. 87,000 under the head ‘ 6A. Excise — Superintendence — ^Administra- 
tive Establishment ’ l>e reduced by Es. 100 (to call attention to the mal- 
administration of the department and to the question of female 
licensees)." 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: “ That the demand of Rs. 87.000 
under the head ‘ 6 A. — Excise — Superintendence ' be reduced bv 
Es. 100." 

Iif« 8« Cl MUKERdI: Mr. President. Sir, I be^ to move that the 
demand of Es. 87,000 under the head “ OA. — Excise — Superintendence " 
be reduced bv Ee. 1 (to raise a discussion on the policy of vending: 
excise shops). 

Sir, I move this motion with a full sense of responsibility. I feel 
that the matter which I shall discuss needs ver\' careful consideration 
at the hands of the Excise Department and the Hon’ble Member in 
charg:e of that department. It is a matter of pi-ofound satisfaction to 
me that this subject, n>., the policy underlying: the grantin^g of excise 
shops, has attracted great public attention, so much so that this was 
reflected in the views expressed by hon'ble members of this House 
only recently, and so much so that it ultimately led to the downfall of 
u Minister. 

Sir, I shall bring up one particular case — one among many others^ 
which will convince the House that I am justified in raising this dis- 
oussion regarding the policy underlying the grant of licences for excise 
shops. I refer to the case of granting a licence for a shop located at 
3/1, Bowbazar I^ane. This case was also referred to in the questions 
which I sent in for being answered in this House by the Government. 
Before discussing this case, I want to ventilate a leg^itimate grievance 
of mine. A number of questions were sent in by me and they were duly 
l>as8ed by you* but those questions have not yet been answered in this 
House, I wish I had the answers to those questions before me to^y, 
ns they would have been of great help to me. I have had answers to 
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two questions to-day; the others still remhin onaasitered. 
REoWever, I have no other alternative but to put up with the inoon- 
venience to which T have been put. 

Sir, I put a question regarding? the jcrant of a licence for the excise 
shop at 3/1, Bowbasar Lane. Oriffiiially, a licence for this shop was 
granted to one Panna I 41 I Shaw. This Panna I^al Shaw died on the 
30th of April, 1928. Before the Iwdy of this man was (*re mated, the 
CoUe<5tor of Excise — I think it was Mr. F. A. Wilson, though I am not 
quite sure of it — granted a licence for this shop to one Satya Priya 
•Guha, who, I understand, is a son of our friend, Mr. P. N. lluha, a 
member of this Council. The matter went up in appeal to the Com- 
missioner of Excise and Salt, Mr. (1. P. Hogg. The judgment whi<‘h 
was delivered by Mr. Hogg in regard to this appeal has raised him 
gieatly in the estimation of the general public — not only in the estima- 
tion of people who are favourably disposed towards (iovernment, but 
also in the estimation of the Swarajists, because that judgment was 
published in eHeiuo in their organ, FonrartI, Mr. Hogg in the course 
of his judgment remarked : “ Almost before the cremation ceremony 

was over, the widows of the deceased were pushed out into the street — 
if I may put it that way — and left to meet as best as they might the 
pending liabilities of the shop and tlie demands of the unfortunate 
salesmen, who were so .suddenly deprived of their means of livelihood. 
^5uch proc^eedings are to my mind indefeiisihle.” Later on, Mr. Hogg 
remarked : After all, salesmen are entitled to be treated as human 

beings. They are not chattels to be handed over from one man to 
another at the arbitrary will of the Excise staff.” I would draw the 
attention of the Hon ’hie Member particularly to the following I'emarks 
of Mr. Hogg, 'viz., ” My sole object is to call attention to the nature 
and extent of the con8e(iuence8 that aiose from the Colle(‘tor’» hasty 
order.” Mr. Hogg also said : “ It has been urged before me that I 

should cancel the selection made by the C^dlector and grant the licence 
to Babu Bijay Chand Roy, son-in-law of the late vendor. Various 
aiguments in supjmrt of these suggestions have l)eeu advanced, and 1 
agree that they are not without weight.” After this appellate judg- 
ment was passed, this shop was settled temporarily with Bijay Chand 
Roy, but lo! the wonder of wonders is that after five mouths Bijay 
'Chand Roy is thrown overboard, the two Hindu widows are stranded, 
«nd, in the language of Mr. Hogg, pushed out into the street, left 
without any means of livelihot)d, and the licence for the shop ia granted 
to two men whose names the Hon’ble Mr. Marr has given us to-day, 
via., S. C. Chakraberty and Gopinath 8haha with the word “ Mandal ** 
within brackets. This is very significant. I shall presently come to 
this ** bmcketted mystery and also to S. C. Chakraberty, a gentleman 
who is connected with the Vote Rmga^ a vernacular daily. (A Voicar;. 
Ae is ineaent here.) I do not care whether he is present here or not. 

S 



iM mmAum fob oeaitts. [lara yum. 

Mr* FilitIDlllTl Mr. Mnkerji, you aoed uot take any notice of 
each remarkit. 

Mr# §• 0. miKlRJIt Now, Sir, who is this Gopinath Shaha 
(Maudal)P He is the son of one Braja Kishore Mandal^ of 32/1, Mandal 
Street. This Braja Kishore Mandal waa “ rusticated ” by the Excise 
Department — I mean, his name was struck off the rolls of excise vendors 
-~most probably by Mr. F. A. Wilson, the Collector of Excise in 
Calcutta, and his son was chosen as a fit person to hold the licence of 
this shop under a different name. Why did he conceal ** Mandal 

4-46 p.m. 

Why did he come as Gopinatli Shaha P Why did not he come out as 
Gopinath Mandal? I think that “ Mandal ** was omitted from that 
application because of a trenchant speech delivered by Babu Jitendralal 
Bannerjee on the 13th March, 1928, in which he drew the attention 
of the Hon'hle Minister that further licences ouj^ht not to be j^iven to 
the Mandal family which had already got a number of shops. That is 
bhe reason why ** Mandal ** was concealed; that is the reason why he 
went to the Excise Department as Gopinath Shaha; and that is the 
reason why he concealed his address. His address is 32/1, Mandal 
Street. He concealed that fact and gave the Excise Department another 
iddress — an address which is his father-in-law^s — in order to hoodwink 
the Excise Department, and this is a man whose name is not to be found 
in the special list, a man who can hardly write his name, an absolute 
gnoramus, the H<m of a rusticated ex-vendor, Braja Kishore Mandal. 
Then, why was this shop given to Sailendra Nath ChakravartiP 
Because he belongs to a paper — an influential vernacular paper — a paper 
vhich takes to task all classes of people, and it was in order to gag the 
nouth of that paper that this shop was given to him. I aak, is this 
:airP This is not fair. This is an instance of flagrant disrejgard of 
)ublic opinion. The matter needs looking into, and the wonder of 
vonders is that that shop has again been resettled with this man. But 
>6rhap8 the answer will be that when these men have given satisfaction,, 
vhy should they be turned out? I ask, did not Bejoy Chand Roy give 
ull satisfaction? Did he not give more satisfaction, so much so that 
he shop was temporarily settled with him by Mr. G. P. Hogg? Sir,. 

! stand for justice, I stand for righteousness. It is after all righteoue- 
less that exalteth a nation. I take my stand on that, and I am 
>erfectly sure that if the Hon^ble Member looks into this case he will 
ight the wrong :done to this man. That is what I expect from the 
lon'ble Member. I ,am perfectly sure that when the division hell' 
ings the whole House will respoml to my motion and will vote for it 
rithout a single dissentient voice to ^ow that the Bengal Legislative 
krancil stands for the vindication of the rights of the peoi^e, for the 
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rioting of wrongs and for seeing that justice is done to every one 
liridwevefr poor, however nninfluential he may be. I take my stand on 
that ground and on that ground alone. 

Or. tir DEVA PROtAO 8ARBADHIKARI: Sir, the examination 
of the Excise policy of Gbvernment in this Council ought, I think, to 
be on a larger platform, on a broader basis, than on the details of an 
individual case such as the one which has been brought to notice. I see 
here several members of the now defum^t Licensing Board who will Iwar 
me out when I say that with regard to the details of settlement of 
licences, the Licensing Board has never interferred. But, Sir, if 
individual cases are to be placed before the House, I could multiply 
such cases. Some of them have been mentioned before. 1 may parti* 
cularly mention the case of Eugene and Company which was turned 
down unanimously by the Licensing Board; the members voting 
included the Commissioner of Police, the Commissioner of Excise, the 
Collector of Excise, all the representatives of the Municipality of 
Calcutta and of the public of Calcutta and the Temperance Federation. 
But, lo and behold ! by some mysterious means, which is not revealed, 
that licence has been restored. And where was that licence granted!^ 
It was in the Bowbazar area which is littered all over with liquor shops 
— east, west, south and north. Within the area of half a mile there 
are 8 of them, — one since abolished including the Bowbazar shop which 
has been mentioned. Then, Sir, take the case of the Chinese restaurant 
w'hich was as strongly opposed by the Commissioner of Police as possible. 
That also has somehow or other been given. 1 do not want to identify 
myself with these individual cases. The department may claim that 
they are the sole and supreme power with regard to the granting of 
licences ; all that the Licensing Board had to do was to advise as to the 
location of the shops and the term and condition of licence. That, how- 
ever, does not preclude the general public of Calcutta, who after all are 
the real custodians of the moral and civic interest of the city, from 
bringing these things to the notice of the Council. I speak fn)m another 
point of view. Ever since the time that a deputation waited on Jjord 
Crew and later on on liOrd Hardinge, what has been the declared policy 
of Government — a declared policy, which I am glad to say, has been 
given effect to as far as possible in the past. It is the British solution 
of minimum consumption and maximum revenue. Unfortunately, Bir, 
we live in days when, under the Meston Award, the more Bengal 
litigates, the more Bengal drinks, the more it is supposed to prosper. 
The unfortunate financial position of the province is there and we 
cannot shut our eyes to that. Therefore, temperance men and represen- 
tatives of the general public have been obliged for the time being to 
accept that principle, viz,, minimum consumption and maximum 
revenue — maximum revenue not only with a view to improving the 
Ananoes of the province, but also for checking consumption and illicit 
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traffic. Sir, tl^e temperance pe<^Ie, .the representatives of Calcutta, 
and GovMument have been a fairly happy family fmr a lon^ time. We 
os repreHentatives of the Temperance Federation have always appre- 
ciated the consideration and sympathy which we received from Govern- 
ment in the past, particularly from Mr. Moberly, Mr. Mukherjea, 
Mr. Hokk and Mr. Ruha, which, though not full, yet has gone on 
steadily step by step and was bringing us nearer and nearer to our 
goal of total prohibition. The Licensing Board and the Temperance 
Association had not declared themselves as prohibitionists, and accepted 
this principle, in the hope that as time went on, they would, with 
Government help and with growing public opinion behind them, be able 
to reduce the ( onsumption to the minimum without hurting the finances 
of the province. Laterly, however, Government for reasons not apparent 
have gone back on the old principle. They are therefore assailed not 
only with regard to the administrative policy hut also with regard to 
details of such cases as have been refened to. All these things 
happened after the Licensing Board was conveniently got rid of. I 
shall not refer to the various efforts for resuscitating the Board. I do 
not attach importance to any particular case, but I think that the 
broader policy of Government should be considered — the policy of 
minimum consumption and maximum revenue. But the effect of the 
present policy of Government is that consumption is steadily rising 
to-day, shops are being added to and all that was promised in the past 
has not been (earned out. That is the point of view that I want to 
press on the Council to-day. I do not object to the details which have 
been put before the House being taken into consideration, but the higher 
and broader policy should not be lost sight of. We rely on our 
Swarajist friends for putting pressure on the Government to follow that 
declared policy, if the country is to l>e saved from ruin by the demand 
of drink and drugs, and I fervently appeal to Liberals, Swarajists and 
Government alike, for there can be no possible difference of opinion in 
so vital a matter. 

Niwab MIIMMRRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, my friend, 
Mr. S. C. Mukerji, has just now dealt with one Excise case— that of 
No. 3/1, Bowbaxar I-ane, and cast aspersions on my action as Minister. 
My friend ought to have known that on the 30th April, 1928, Vhen the 
Collector of Excise decided against the vendor of this shop, this poor 
Minister was not in Calcutta. He was in Darjeeling. Mr. Mukerji 
began to cast aspersions against mj« conduct, although it was the Collector 
who decided the case, thereby insinuating that the Minister was 
responsible for tl^e action of the Collector. 

MUKBRdl: On a point of personal ^ Sir. 

1 see my hon’ble friend has some difficulty in fcdlowijig English. I 
h»T«r said that the Minister did this. I definitely thai Mr. WUmmk 
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tlli^€ollector, was re«ipoiisible for this^ and in spite of that the Nawab 
np and says that Mr. S. €. Mnkerji spoke against the Minister. 

Mr. FflESIDfNT: I think Mr. Mukerji’s statement is eoiw^t. 

Ntirab MUSHARRUF HOtAIM, KhMi Blliidur: Then he admits 
that the Minister was not responsible for the action of the Collector of 
Excise. The moment it was brought to the notice of the Commissioner 
of Excise, the matter was set right. An individual officer might have 
made a mistake, but the superior officer immediately corm'ted the 
mistake. 

5 p.m. 

Then he raised the question of the licence that had been granted to 
some Mandal and Sailendra Nath Chakra vaity. I told the House on 
that very day that this Pannalal Shaba got his license in auction some 
time in 1917. It cannot be considered an heritable and a transferable 
property, and the policy of Government had been at that time — 1 do not 
know what the policy of Government will be in future — not to encourage 
inheritance in granting licences to the vendors. The present |K)licy of 
Government is obnoxious, and I had been thinking so long whether it 
was possible to revert te the old system of auction to avoid all these 
troubles of 8ele<'ting particular f)ersons f(>r parti<*ular shops. Had my 
friend made out a case and could impress the House tl»at the system was 
wTotig and that a change was necessary, 1 would have gladly supported 
him. The auction sy.stem was prevalent in lleiigul liefore. It is still 
prevalent in Bombay and is bringing alamt Hs. 6 crores of revenue from 
half the population. If that system is follow'ed, Bengal will have more 
money and, I believe, will not suffer frmn all these troubles that the 
Governmeut is now suffering from. But unfortunately my friend <lid 
not come to that point. Without making any suggestion of that sort 
he brought to the notice of this House two or tliree cases which he him- 
self knows and the irregularities M’hich he thinks exist in the system. 1 
would cut short the whole thing and say that if you think that this 
system is not working well, then doaw^ay with the system, do not allow' 
the shops to go by inheritance, let it be settled by auction and giant 
the licence to the highest bidder, and it will bring in more revenue 
to Government as in Bombay. Following the priniciple that it should 
not be made hereditary, I think the Collector simply earried out th« 
policy of Government and did not grant it to the heirs of Pannalal 
Bhaha. With regard to the action taken by Government, 1 have not 
tile files in my possession now and I think Mr. Marr will re|dy to that. 
So far as Bijay Chand Boy was concerned, he was considered undesir* 
able first by the Collector and then by the Commissioner of Excise, and 
I do not know whether he was so considered by any other superior 
officer. This Bijay Chand Roy was condemned as a dnutkard and that 
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condemnation came not from one person bnt from a series of officials. 
I think this ought to satisfy my friend, Mr. Satis Chandra Mukerji, on 
the point that he has raised that the shop should have been settled with 
the heir of Pannalal Shaw. 1 think 1 ought to teU the House my own 
experien(^e of working the system. I have been lathered and pestered 
by the persence of many eminent friends of mine, not excluding 
Mr. Satis Chandra Mukerji, with petitions and prayers for granting 
licence to this and that man. The system which is responsible for this 
sort of pestering of the Minister — the higher officials have nothing to 
do with these affairs — ought, 1 think, to l>e di8<*ontinued, and I fully 
agree wiih Mr. Mukerji when he says that the system is not working 
well, I am not a lover of this system, nor am I fond of it, but what I 
say is this, that if my friend wants to change the system and if the 
whole House agree with him, I would also ag^ree with them. So you 
can easily understand the position of the Ministei*. I had been pestered 
by the presence of men like my friend, Mr. Satis Chandra Mukerji — I 
do not like to mention the names of many ot tiers who came to me with 
petitions for granting licences to their nominees. (Cries of “ Shame,” 
“ shame.”) I think this sort of thing ought not to be encouraged 
in future, and 1 appeal to my friend Mr. Murr to seriously consider this 
piTiposition when a new Ministry, if any, is formed and to change this 
system . 

Next comes the question of the Licensing Board, wliich my friend 
Sir Deva Prosad Sarhadhikari has raised. Bo far as the formation of 
the Licensing Board is concerned, I may tell the House that every 
body wanted to be a member of the Licensing Board ; members from 
almost every group of this House wanted to be on the Board. (A Voice : 
Except the European group.) Several prominent people, even many 
newspaper representatives — I do not mean my friend, Mr. Wordsworth 
— gave me a party simply to become a member of the Licensing Board 


Ktiiii B Umt ti r Mwilwi EKRAMUL HUQ: On a point of infomia- 
tion. Sir, may I know whether Sir Deva Prosad Sarhadhikari gave him 
a party to l>ecoiiie a meml>er of the Board ? 

Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSAIN» Khan Bahadur: 1 do not like 
to answer that point. To form a new Board with so many people who 
were my voters and who were pestering the Minister to be on the 
Licensing Board would have been suicidal for me without getting the 
budget passed. I thought it prudent to wait till these people gave 
up their agitation and^then to form a new Board. ELad any body else 
been in my place he would have understood how difficult it was to 
dissatisfy his own voters in the Council who wanted to be membera of 
the liit^nsing Board but who might have been taken on some ground 
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ot other. So this explanation which I have ^ven to niy friend, Sir 
Beva Prosad Sarbadhikari, through this House, will convince him that 
to depend on the votes of my friends here to keep up my position and to 
form the Licensing Board was humanly impossible. 

As regards Eugene A Co.’s case, I again repeat that my friend, 
Mr. Marr, will reply to that. This shop was in existence for 70 years. 
It was brought to my notice by the department in the usual course that 
this shop should be revived. Of course, you know, as usual, 1 put my 
signature on the case because these are things whit*h are done in the 
usual course of business. If at all any pleader appeared in this case, 
probably he appeared before the Excise ('ommissioner and not before 
me. I could not remember the case the other day. The pleader did 
not appear l)efore me; he might have appeared before the Excise Com- 
missioner. So far as I remember the case, it came up to me in the 
usual form and I put my signature on it. 

Then my friend has referred to another case. As regards the 
Chinese restaurant, my friend, Sir Deva Piosad Sarbadhikari, waxed 
eloquent over that. May I ask him whether it is not the fact that the 
Licensing Board recommended the granting of that license to that 
particular manP 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit was allowed two 
minutes more to conclude his speech.) 

The Licensing Board rather selected that site. Then a (quarrel arose 
between the Licensing Board and the Commissioner of Police. It went 
up to my friend, Mr. Moberly, but how it came up to me aftei-wards I 
do not know. However, it came to me and the question was whether 
the Commissioner of Police ought to be supported or whether the 
Licensing Board ought to l)e supported. In deference to the wishes 
of the people of the country I thought the Licensing Board should be 
supported, and I supported it; if by supporting it I did any wrong, I 
purposely did it, and I am now convinced that I did wrong. 

This is all that I had to say in the short space of time at my 
disposal. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, it was indeed very interest- 
ing to hear from Nawab Musharruf Hosain the reasons which prevented 
Aim from forming the Licensing Board. The Nawab has very clearly 
told us io-day that because so many of his voters were pressing him 
for a Mi on the Licensing Board hence it was not possible for him to 
form the Board. I say. Sir, that this statement carries with it the 
condemnation of the Ministry of Excise. If such a useful body as the 
Licensing Board cannot be formed by the Minister being afraid of 
displeasing some of his voters, because some of them cannot be made 
Aiembera of that Board, I say that kind of Ministry ought not to exist. 
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Luckily Nawab MuBharruf Ho»aiu did not point to IIub side of the 
House when he said that many fiom the other side of the House wanted 
to become members of the Licensing Board. But I must repudiate 
from this side of the House one insinuation that he has made, and 1 
challenge him to give the names of those members who sit on the 
Swarajist benches who ever went to him for getting any licence or other 
favour. He has not been able to give any name — obviously he cannot. 

Now the next thing that I have got to say is this : the Nawab has 
said that the system is at fault, and he repeated many times that the 
system ol selecting candidates for the licensing shops was wrong, and 
hjS was thinking, while he was the Minister, of reverting to the 
original auction system. I believe he thinks that the next Minister who 
comes should not enjoy the privilege and advantage of having any 
voice in the granting of licences in order to consolidate his position. 
I wish the Nawab, while he was a Minister, had ])rotested that the system 
was wrong, and it ill lies in his mouth after he is out of that office to say 
that no Minister should have any v(»ice in the granting of licences, I 
must say that we would w'elcoine such steps which will pi*event any 
possibility of jobl)eries being done from that high office — because the 
Minister sits there as the representative of the people. When jobberies 
are committed with the connivance of the Minister it is a discredit to 
the House. I am awaie that many kinds of jobberies are carried on in 
the iriatter of granting licences and other patronages but if these are 
made by the permanent officials or outsiders, that would not reflect to 
our discredit so much as when Ministers are found to praclise all that sort 
of thing. 

Sir, there has been one statement by the Minister w'hich needs 
repudiation with regard to the Pannalal Shaba’s case. After the dis- 
cussion in this House Pannalal Shaba’s I'epreseiitative or successor, 
whoever he may be, came up with a petition before Government and 
that |)eiition is bmng considered by Mr. Murr. I can contradict the 
Nawab Sahib by telling the House that the succession of that licence 
was wanted by one Bijay (^band Hoy "to whom a promise was given 
by the Collector of Calcutta that he would be given a licence. He bad 
been given some shop in the Chatawalla Galli. He spent some money 
on account of the order of the Excise Department but that shop was 
ultimately withdrawn. I am not pleading for him here, and 1 know 
that this matter is being dealt with by a member of the Government. 
We hope that /nil justice will be done, and I should say in this Conn* 
cil that justice is necessary. I should, however, repudiate the sugges* 
tion that the man who wanted the suecession of that liottace was an 
undesirable person who was not liked by the department. That was the 
person whose case the department — at least the Collector of Exciie waa 
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])N)^ise>b<>and to consider. He is the son*in*law who was for 17 years 
ia that business, was giv^n a shop by the Excise Dejmrtinent but he 
could not get possession of that shop. That is all that I need say, I 
do not hold any brief for this mutter. 1 do expec^t that the Nawab 

Sahib will support (inteiTuptions by Nawab Musharruf Hosain, 

Khan Bahadur). I think I am making the Nawab Sahib’s potition 
very very uneasy. I only expect that as he himself has condemned the 
present policy he will support Mr. S, C. Mukerji and walk into the 
same lobby with us after his recent release from the Government 
benches. 


Mr. 1C €. RAY CHAUHNURIs 1 would not take much of the 
time of the House on questicms of this kind which are trivial compared 
with the larger policy behind the Excise administration. My friend ^ 
Nawab Musharruf Hosain, has misunderstood the difference between 
what we call the ftxed-fea system and the auction system. The auction 
system has been condemned as inequitous and harmful, and I am 
surprised that it is still in vogue in Bombay. I come from Chander- 
nagore where this system is in vogue, and I know that therp the liquor 
vendor has to bid the highest price for his shop and he makes a profit 
by adulterating his stuff. Naturally he has to make money by hook or 
crook. That is why we object to the auction system. That is only 
one of the reasons however. 

My second reason is that in Calcutta the liquor vendors — I have 
nothing to say against the Shahas — form themselves into a group and 
try^ to bid for all the shops with the hope of exercising an absolute 
control over them. But the worst of the auction system is that persons 
are supplied with adulterated liquor which thus becomes poisonous. 
This is inevitable if you sell your shop to the highest bidder. The 
vendor must make the most of it even by breaking Excise rules. 


There is another misunderstanding in the mind of the Nawab 
Sahib. He is under the impression that the Licensing Board has been 
at the root of the trouble. Nothing of the kind. The Board had 
been jn existence ever since the Reformed Council, and there were no 
difficulties when the Hon’hle Nawab Bahadur Nawab Ali Ghaudhuri 
was in charge of Excise. How is it that the trouble began to crop 
up during the time of the outgoing Minister? Why did the Nawab 
Musharruf Hosain allow any and every body to csome and discuss about 
Licensing Board with him? Why did he encourage them to pester him 
at all ? Naiprab Musharruf Hosain has misunderstood the whole thing. 
They cauMK and secured promises from him and that is why the trouble 
began. 
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fimib M4ISHARIIUF HOiAIII, Khan Bahatfurs On a point of 
personal explanation, Sir. My friend has misunderstood me. I was 
mot speaking of the late Licensing Board but about the formation of 
the new Lu^ensing Board. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: Sir, the real explanation of the 
trouble lies in the fact that the Nawab Sahib indiscreetly but not 
deliberately ignored the views of the Temperance Federation and 
wanted to bring a representative of the trade into the Licensing Board. 
That annoyed the temperance group and people said that behind it 
were certain interested parties who persuaded the Nawab Sahib that 
unless trade is represented that Board cannot function well. That 
was the real explanation why the Licensing Board was dissolved. He 
could not satisfy every body and he says, ** I was simply putting it 
off till the budget voting was over.*' Why should he wait for that? 
His predecessor, the Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, 
had never thought of such a course when he was the Minister in charge. 
Sir, every body wanted the Board, even the Corporation of Calcutta 
wanted it. But it is neither here nor there. 

Sir, I think that some new system has got to be found in place of 
the present system of vending liquor shops. Under the present system 
favouritism is bound to be there. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: You need not pursue that point. You are only 
to deal with the Licensing Board. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: I say that every body wants it. 
Even the Corporation of Calcutta wants it, and I may make this con- 
structive suggestion that instead of having the present vending system 
we should have a public house trust, the profit going to charity. That 
will bo quite practical here. It is already followed in Glasgow and 
it is very successful elsewhere. 

Mf. PRIMOENT: I had better remind you of what I said before; 
you should develop your arguments on the lines of the particular 
motion now before the House. Of course certain facts may be mentioned 
by way of illustration but you should confine yourself to the issues 
involved in it and not stray beyond your point. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: In conclusion I would say — take 
away the power of granting the licence to vendors from the control 
of the Collector of Excise and give it in the hands of a Board and in 
that all these inequities will pass away. 

KImii RallMillf MmIIvI AZIZUL HAQUE: As one belonging to 
anulasaal, I am surprised at the excise policy which is followed in 
Calcutta. 
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FRlilOiNTi I do not want yon to repeat wkat kae already 
been aaid. 

Kliwi Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE< The excise policy of 
Calcutta has been worrying us and making our lives miserable for 
gome time past. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; We are not discussing the excise indicy. We 
are only discussing the policy of vending excise shops. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE; T personally think in 
view of the discussion that has been (arried on, each and every one 
of us feel that the time has come when a little revision of the present 
system is needed. 

6-30 p.m. 

I say that the time has come for us when we should 
consider whether or not we should have a Board, a Board not on the 
lines which is existing for the time being but on some other reformed 
lines by which it will be possible for us to have the licensing of these 
shops without any scope being given to one side or the other of having 
to decide against or in favour of a particular party or individual. I 
am not personally aware up till now, and 1 congratulate myself that 
I have kept myself free from all these things, as to why the Minister’s life 
should be made miserable by individual requests and I personally 
favour the idea that the position of the Minister should be strong 
enough to override individual idiosyncracies or demands or abdars of 
a particular man, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We have heard enough of that and I will not 
allow you to pursue that point any further. 

^ Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I am not saying that. 
I will only conclude by saying that in view of these discussions it is 
desirable that the Minister should not in any way be confined to the 
policy of granting licences but that he should have a Licensing Board 
along with him to decide these matters in conjunction with a Board 
which might be convenient for that particular place. After all I 
am suggesting this. It is not merely of this question but also of the 
wide excise policy; the Minister has got to hear many things just as 
the Collector and the Licensing Board has to hear many things about 
the mufassal. In these matters he will be always guided by the 
Licensing BoaVd. That is my point. After all man is human and just 
as a Minister is likely to be pestered a member of Government who is 
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also Kuman will al«o be pestered and in order to avoid tbat I abould 
suggest that in all these matters it would be preferable to have a 
Licensing Board. 

Mr. d. OAMFtELL FORfICtTEfI: As far as 1 can maiie out from 
the discussion, it is evident to me that an injustice has been done and 
done by some one in authority and as this Housers duty above aH is 
to see that its servants deal out justice even-handed so that when a 
case has been brought forward such as we are discuseing at present, 
we must have a strict enquiry into the whole question and this is the 
only method that will satisfy the mover of this motion and his 
supporters. 

ThO HOfFMo Mr. A. MARK: I hope this House will excuse me if 
I deal with this matter rather shortly. I am not an expert in excise 
and I am sorry that my (colleague, Mr. Moberly, was not put in charge 
of this department as he knows all about it. 

We have heard this afternoon a good deal about certain individual 
cases which have happenwl in the Excise Department. I do not 
propose to discuss any of them here. I am afraid I know nothing 
about them except what has been said here to-day. I do not propose 
to enter into those cases as I do not think that this is the proper plaice 
for discussing in detail individual cases of settling excise shops. I 
think such cases should he dealt with by the department itself and 
by the Licensing Board. Mr. Mukerji has referred to certain (luestions 
which he has put in and which have not yet been answered. I am 
sorry that these have l)een delayed, but I understand that the file 
on that subject has now l>een sent to the Legislative Department and 
probably an answer will he given in this House day after to-morrow. 

We have heard a good deal this afternoon about the Tiicensing 
Board. I have dealt with that file and have made a query on it which 
I am told' has l)een answered, and I can assure the House that orders 
will be issued l)efore the end of this month. In this connection I 
must say that Mi% K- C. Ray Chaudhuri has voiced a new idea and I 
do hope that the House will not take my delay in dealing with this 
matter as nu attempt on my part to cadge some votes to-night. I wabi 
to get this matter pushed through as quioMy as possible. 

As regards the general policy of the department, that matter has 
already been raised repeatedly. A resolution put out in 1920— and I 
tbink I might just road what was then — went on to say — 

** The following measures taken by Gbvemment with a view to 
carrying out th« policy of restriction and control over the cimsamptioa 
of alcoholic liquors and drugs may be specifically mentioned: — 

(1) levy of gradually increasing rates of taxation' on these articles 
with adequate and suitable regulations to control pricss for 
the consumer ; 
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^ (2) gradoftl reductiom in tba number oi pHeoat of retail vend; 
(8) effective control over manufacture and wboleeale v«id; 

(4) regulation and gradual restriction of hours of sale ; and 
(6) suppression of illicit traffic as much as possible.” 

These five general measures were laid down then and I can assure the 
House that this policy is still being followed. 

Mr. Mukerji has said that there should be minimum of consump- 
tion and maximum of revenue. Sir Deva Prosad Sarbadhikari has 
made a statement that consumption is increasing, as also the number 
of shops. That statement is incoim t and I want to have the contra- 
diction on record. I do not want to bother the House with figures 
but if any one wishes to see them I can show that consumption has 
very very greatly come down. We have taken figures for the last 15 
years and in Bengal the consumption of country spirit has decreased 
by 28*1 per cent., of ganja by 4^1*5 per cent., and of opium by 41*8 
per cent. So in view of these figures, I (cannot see how Sir Deva Prosad's 
statement is justified. 

Mr PRESIDENT: Mr. Man*, do you attribute that decrease to 
the present policy of vending excise shops? 

TtW Hon^Mt Mr. fl. MARR: All I wanted to do is to make it (dear 
that the statement of Sir Deva Prosad Sarbadhikari is not in accord- 
ance with — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is the policy 
of vending excise shops, and, if I remember aright. Sir Deva Prasad 
Sarbadhikari wanted to show that by indiscriminate giving of licences 
consumption had inctreased and he thought that consumption could be 
reduced by a more careful and judicious giving out of the licences. 
You would be relevant if you could show that consumption had not 
increased or had actually decreased owing to the present policy of 
vending excise shops. 

Thi Hoffl’blo Mr. A. MARR: I want to show that the decreaea 
is due to the increased price of the excisable art idles and the reduc- 
tion in the number of shops. 

As regards the general policy we have heard to-day about going 
back to tbe auction systmn and also of Mr. E. C. Ray Chaudburi’s 
alternative proposal, I do not think that 1 should commit my suc- 
cessor to any definite policy as regards the system of settling excise 
shope. It is not for me to do this as I am in charge of the Excise 
Sbpartment only for a short tixns. It will be for my successor, when 
be is appointed, to go into tbe whole questicm. 
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nie motum tlisi Uie damaiid oi Ba. 87,000 tindar ike keftd OA.-^ 
Bsoiae--8upen]iieiideiice ’* be reduced by Be. 1 wai then put «ud 
a diTisioii taken witb the following result: — 

AYit. 


AIIMMMI, MMlvi AtiUNlMill. 

AtietrtUilif Mr. tytd Me. 
iaatM, baaii rmim ciiAiier«. 
•aiftriM, Of. RraiMtluiiMtth. 

BMtrjM, Mb« rrMMMM Natlk 
•aiiiMrjM, BaAu Sittfieralal. 

•Asia, Mr. r. 0. 

OitWAt* OAbA SairtiHlrA NAta. 

■tti, BaAm B«iA]r KrithfiA. 
bam, Mr. a a 

OhAhrAlHirtty, BaBm JAtiiMrA NAth. 
OlMkrAVArti, BaIm SAfiiMlrA OBAnerA. 
OliAttAriM, SHjMt BIjAy KirniAr. 
CkAlMlIlllrt, MAAHri. NAfAl HllA. 

OAt Biafiti^ Or. 4. M. 

OattA, BaBu Akkil ChAAdrA. 

Ovtt, BaAu BataI Kuamt. 

OAAguly, BAbu KhAgtAdrA Nath. 

OhAMi BabH AmartAdra Nath. 

Ooanka, Bai Bahadur Badrldat. 

BuBta, Mr. JABaah Chaadra. 

Naduti Kaii lAidadul. 


KhAA, KhAA tahlh MamIiH MuAitAAi AO. 
KhAA, Mr. RAIAUr OaInaaa. 

Maitii Bahu MahtAdra Nath. 

Maiira, Sri Jut JagtAdra Nath. 

MukariiAi Srijut TArakAAth. 

Mukarii, Mr. t. 0. 

Naakar, Baku Ham ChAAdra. 

Ml Chaudhuri, Mr. NAAlit. 

Rahiai, fir Ahd-ur-. 

OAhAiAA, Mauhri Axizur. 

Rayi Dr. K u m u d taAkar. 

Ray, irijut Radha OahiAda. 

Ray, Bahu MauauitliA Nath. 

Roy, Or. BidhAA ClHuidrA. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. KiraA iAAkar. 

Ray Chaudhurl, RAI Bahadur tatyaAdra 
Nath. 

•arkor, Bahu NaliAiraAiAA. 

•on, Srijut Nagondra Hath- 
Son fiupta, Mr. J. M. 


NOEO. 


AddanifWIIIIamt, Mr. C. 

AfMl, Mauivi Syod Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kaoiruddin, 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Imaduddin. 
Blair, Mr. 4. R. 

Oaaaolla, Mr. A. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Nahiar 
Rahman. 

Ohaudhuri, tilt Non'hio Nawab Bahadur 
•aiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Khartbtd Alam. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

OahoA, Mr. D. 4, 

Oath, Mr. A. 4. 

Drummand, Mr. 4. B. 

Bhata, Mr. M. 0. 

HaBB. Mr. B. B. 

Hatain, Naarab Muaharvui, Khan Bahadur. 
Huatain, Maulvi Latafat. 
danklAt, Or. W. A. 

Khan, Maulvi Tamituddin. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 


Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Man’bit Mr. A. 

Mittar, tha Hon‘bla Sir Pravaah Chundar. 
Mobarly, tha Hon'bla Mr. A. N. 

Ordiah, Mr. 4, B. 

Ormand, Mr. E. C, 

Bhilip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Bhilpot, Mr. H. C. V. 

Brantiaa, Mr. W. O. R. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamaur-. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur*. 

Rauf, Maulvi tyad Abdur. 

Ray, Babtt Nagandra Narayan. 

Rota, Mr B. F. 

Sarliar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mohan. 
Strplaton, Mr. N. S. 

Tata, Major Banaral Badfray. 

Thomaa, Mr. H. W. 

Thompaon, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wordaworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 42 and tbe Noes 41, tbe motion was carried. 
545 p.m. 

Tbe following motion was called but not moved: — 

trijiit TARAKNATH UUKiRjeA: “ That tbe demand 
Rs. 87,000 under the bead ‘ 6A. — Excise — Superintendence * 
reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the excise policy in rbi^td 
Superintendence) . ’ * 
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lir. P« 6. lAiUs Sir, I formally more that the demand of 
47,000 under the Aead “ 6B. — Excise Bureau ** be refused. 


MONETARY la COVERNMEHT, DEPARTMENT af ACRIOUU 
TURE and INOUtTRIEt (Mr. G. P. Hagg)S Mr. President, Sir, I 
am afraid that the use of the word “ bureau in connection with the 
Excise Bureau is likely to be misunderstood. The term ** bureaucrat ** 
has acquired a sinister meaninff in Bengal and the use of the word 
** bureau in connection with this section of the Excise Department 
has probably created some misunderstanding. Now, Sir, the function 
of this section of the Excise Department is this: the collection and 
dissemination of Excise information. It will be understood, Sir, that 
excisable articles are brought into this province from other parts of India 
and it is common knowledge that dangerous drug^s are imported through 
the port of Calcutta. A large number of cases of that type are con- 
stantly being detected and the officers in this so-called bureau aro 
engaged in collecting that information and publishing it for the informa- 
tion of the Customs Department and the Excise Departments of other 
provinces. This, I think, the House will agree is a reasonable and 
proper function of this section of the Excise Department, and I am 
unable to understand on what grounds it is proposed to cut down this 
allotment. Now, Sir, I might illustrate the use of this staff by men- 
tioning a few of the cases which it has detected. In the year 1927-28, 
31 cases connected with ffanja, 32 opium and 2 charas cases were 
detected. In one case 6 maunds and 1 seer of opium were seised and 
the value at the Calcutta retail price is over Rs. 30,000, In another 
case 4 maunds and 36 seers of opium were seised of a value exceeding 
Rs. 29,000. Now, Sir, this contraband opium would ordinarily have 
gone into consumption in Calcutta or it might have been exported to 
Burma or other countries further east. It is therefore a duty which 
the Government of Bengal owes to itself and to Burma and other 
countries to stop this illegal contraband trafi&c in opium from otbex 
parts of India to far eastern countries. This work is done by the staff 
attached to this bureau and I submit, Sir, that if the Government of 
Bengal are to dincharge their obligations under the Geneva Convention 
to stamp out the illicit traffic in opium, this staff must be retained.. 
With these words, Sir, I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Mr. P. C. Basu was then put and lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved:— 

MNl KHAGENDRA NATH CANGULYs That the demand of 
Rs. 47,000 under the head ' 6B.- Excise Bureau ' be reduced by 
Re. 20,000.’' 

flUMi MANMATHA NATH NOYt That the demand of Rs. 47,000 
under Hie bead 'BB. — ^Excise Bureau ’ be reduced by Es. 100.” 
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Mf* Fr C« MM I ** That tha demand of Ee. under the J^end 

* 6C. — Excifte^Preaidency Eetabliehineiit^IiispectioB and Prevention 
— Pay of Establishment — Temporary Establishment ' be refused." 

MTt F. C« iA8U: " That the demand of Es. 2^^000 under the 
head * 6C. — Excise — Presidency Establishment — ^Rewards to private 
persons ’ be refused." 

Adi MU EO IN AN AM AD moved that the demand of 
Es. 2,13,000 under the head " 6C. — Presidency Establishment " be 

refused. 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

" Sir, for about six yeai*H, I have been dilating on the prohibitions 
in our religion about the Excise Department and on the fact that it 
is a source of evil to man from all points of view, but Government 
have not paid any heed to my words. 

Government say that the department is a source of revenue; but 
will Government make money by inducing people to commit sin and 
by ruining themP 

Spirits and ganja ruin men's character, impoverish them and 
deprive them of their senses. Can any honest Government be a party 
to bringing the people under them to such a condition? " 

Mr. FR8MMNTI Maulvi Saheb, you should not abuse the 
Government. 

MmIW AdIMUDOIN ANAMAD spoke in Bengali, the English 
translation of which is as f(dl<>ws: — 

" Sir, 1 do not call the Government a dishonest Government, but 
my Swarajist friends ask if it is an honest Government. 

Sir, if America has prohibited spirits and ganja by means of 
legislation, why may not Indians do the same? Why should not the 
Indian or Bengal Government do thisP 

The scandals in the Excise Department and the charges of corrup- 
tion against it which have been one of the causes of the fall of the 
last ministry in Bengal, the facts exposed in the course of a long- 
drawn discussion which took place only a little while ago and thos^ 
exposed by Mr. S. C. Mukerji in this House are indeed shameful. 

I appeal to my friends not to encourage Government in their 
misdeeds by gi^nting the present demand for the Excise Department." 

Ml* FNSSIOCNTi I propose to have one diaousaion on motions 
Hoa. 41, 42 and 43 as they are very much alike. 
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fallowing motions were called but not moved: — 

•ilNl AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: That the demand of 
Es. 2,13,000 under the head ‘ 6C. — Excise — Presidency Establishment ^ 
be reduced by Rs, 75,000.” 

Babu KNACENDRA NATH GANGULY: ‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 2,13,000 under the head ‘ 6C. — Excise — Presidency Establish- 
ment ' be reduced by Rs. 30,000.” 

Mr. G. P. HOGG. Mr. President, Sir, the mover of this cut has 
attacked the Excise Department genenilly and he has announced that 
the general effect of the department is to demoralise the people of 
the province. Sir, that is a question which will he discussed when 
the g?neral policy of the department cornea up. For the present we 
are dealing with a proposal tliat a certain amount of money be pro- 
Tided for the Presidency Establishment and it is for me to justify 
that expenditure. Now, Sir, I would point out that this stnff m 
Calcutta is responsible for the collection of 76 lakhs of rupe?8 per 
annum. The amount collected per officer in the licensing branch is 
Rs, lakhs. For every rupee of expenditure Rs. 34 are collected. 
I submit, therefore, Sir, that the staff is not extravagant. 1 also 
submit that the expenditure is modest when the importance of the work 
done is ('onsidered. Then, Sir, this staff includes a Detective Branch 
whi<*h is engaged in the detection of Excise offences. Last year these 
offences numbered over 1,100. The Detective Branch exists to sup- 
press the illicit trade in opium and other drugs and I submit that 
the expenditure incurred under that head is proper. 

6 p.m. 

Then, Sir, there is a third branch ; a certain number of officers of 
this department are engaged in the supervision of lalmrntories in 
which alcohol is used for industrial purposes. These laboratories 
represent the growth of a new industry in Bengal, The alcohol which 
they use is under strict excise control, as it must Imj; and the 
Presidency establishment includes 6 Inspectors, 3 Sub-inspectors and 
21 peons, who are engaged in the supervision of industrial alcohol, as 
distinct from alcohol which goes into human consumption. I submit 
that this House cannot dream of refusing expenditure for that purpose, 
With these words. Sir, I oppose this motion. 

Thi Hon’Mo Mf. A. MARR: Sir, I should like to add one word to 
what Mr. Hogg has said. 1 wish to impress on the House that the 
refusal of this sum will entail a very heavy loss to Government and 
also the olosifig down of all those private concerns which use industrial 
alodiol. 


9 
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The motion of Maulvi Asimuddin Ahaniad was then put aind a 
division taken with the following resnlt : — 


AYES. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Asiniuddiii. I IMman, Manlai Aliaiiiftiir-. 

NOES. 


Aoharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shashi 
Kanta. 

Addams-Wllliams, Mr. C. 

Ahaniad, Mauivi Katiruddin. 

Ahmsd, Khan Bahadur Maulsi Cmaduddin. 
Blair, Mr. J. R. 

Cstaslls, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Hafliar Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, ths Hon’Ms Nawab Bahadur 
SaJyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 
Cohan, Mr. 0. 4 . 

Dash, Mr. A. tl. 

Drummond, Mr. J. 0. 

Fcrrtstsr, Mr. 4 . Campbsll. 

Fyfs, Mr. 4 , H. 

Qhoss, Mr. M. C. 

Qhosh Maulik, Mr. Satysndra Chandra. 
Sosnka, Rai Bahadur Baifridas. 

HOBS, Mr. 8. F. 

Hosain, Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Hiisaaia, Mauivi Latafat. 

Khan, Mauivi Tamiauddin. 


Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 

Maguirs, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, ths Hon'bis Mr. A. 

Mittsr, ths Hon'bis Sir Frovash Chundsr. 
Moborly, ths Hon'bis Mr. A. N. 

Mukorji, Mr. S. C. 

Ordish, Mr. 4 , E. 

Ormond, Mr. E, C, 

Fhlfpot, Mr. H. C. V. 

Prsntiss, Mr. W. D. R. 

Ray, Babu Nagsndra Narayan. 

Ross, Mr. C. F. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Frasad Singh. 

Sarksr, Rai Sahib Rsbati Mohan. 
Stapiston, Mr. H. E. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Tats, Major Ssnsral Qodfrsy. 

Thomas, Mr. H. W. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 

Travsrs, Mr. W. L. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes Iteiiig 2 and the Noes 42, the motion was lost. 

The following motions were railed hut not moved: — 

Bsbu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: That the demand of 

Rs. 2,04,000 under the head ‘ 6D. — District Executive Kstablishmeut 
— Pay of officei-s ’ Ite reduced by Rh. 70,000/’ 

Msuivi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: * That the demand of 
Rs. 8, 08, OCR) under the head ‘OD. — Excise — District Executive Establish- 
ment ’ be refused.” 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH CANCULY: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 8,08,000 under the head ‘ 6D. — Excise — District Executive 
Establishment* be reduced by Rs. 1,00,000.*' 

•rijut RAOHA COBINDA RAY: That the demand of 

Rs, 8,08|000 under the head ‘6D, — Excise — ^District Executive EstaldlislK 
meat ' be reduced by Be. 1 (to draw attention to the anomalous nstufs 
of granting licence to intending candidates).'* 
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MANMATHA NATH ROY afidflir. R. 0. iAill: That the 
detmuad of Rs. 2,58,000 under the head ‘ 6E.— Excise— Distilleries ' be 
refused.*’ 

Orijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: * That the demand of 
Rs. 2,58,000 under the head ‘ (IE. — Excise — Distilleries’ In* refused (on 
the jfround that it is afrainst public morals to keep distilleries).” 

Bftbu MANMATHA NATH ROYS “That the demand of 

Rs. 2,58,0(K) under the head ’ 6E. — Excise — Distilleries ' be reduced 
by Rs. l,00,0(X).” 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: - That the demand of 

Rs. 2,58,000 under the head ‘ OE. — Excise — Distilleries ’ he reduced by 
Rs. 58,000.” 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: * That the demand 
of Rs, 2, 58, OCX) under the head ‘ 6E. — Excise — Distilleries * be 
reduced by Rs. 40.000.” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ’ That the demand of 

Rs. 2,58,(K)0 under the head ' (>. — Excise — Distilleries ' be i educed by 
Rs. 100.” 


Snjut BlilAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: ’ That the demand of 
Rs, 8,58,000 under the head ‘ 0. — Excise — Cost of opium supplied to 
Excise Department ’ he refused /as against public morals).” 

SriJiA BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: That the demand of 
Re. 21,96,000 under the head * 6. — Excise ’ l>e reduciMl by 
Rs. 5,00,000 (on the ground of extravagance).” 

Srilut RADHA GOBINDA RAY: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 21,96,000 under the head ‘ 6. — Exciae (Transferred) ' be reduced by 
Rs. 96,000.” 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: That the demand of 
Rs. 21,96,000 under the head ‘ 6. — Excise (Transferred) ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 30,748.” 

Matfifl TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That the demand of Rs. 21,96, 
uadar the head ' 6. — Excise ’ be reduced by Bs. 100. (Excise policy of 
Goi^mnteni).” 
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BilNi AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: 1 beg to moTe that the demand 
of Bfl. 21,90,000 under the head “ 0. — Excise ” be reduced by Bs. 100 
(to protest against the immoral traffic). 

Sir, under this motion I want to discuss the excuse policy of Govern- 
ment. The demand is for Rs. 21,9(»,000 for earning Rs. crores of 
revenue. We have been insisting for some years past for what is called 
“ total prohibition," ])ut it is a pity that up to now Government has 
not even done so muc;h as to accept the principle or the ideal of total 
prohibition, not to speak of any sincere attempt to give effect to that 
ideal. I think. Sir, it is too late in the day to argue out the question 
of total prohibition. The medical world has declared that so far as 
opium is concerned, it is nothing vshort of a poison. So far as alcohol 
is concerned, the position has been summed up recently by a doctor 
that it is a third-rate food, a second-rate drug and a first-rate poison; 
and, in fact, a great American authority has declared that opium is the 
greatest menace to the world, next only to one thing, namely, war. 
Now, India, as we know', produces about five times the opium, under 
the piotection of Government, that is necessary for the whole world for 
legitimate purposes — T mean for scientific and medicinal purposes. 
Now, that is the position. But, what is the attitude of our Govern- 
ment with ri^gard to this excise matter? Up to now', Government have 
not accepted tlie principle of total prohibition. I find that so far as 
opium is concerned, there was a Ooiiimittee appointed in 1892, which 
reported in lH9o formulating the opium policy, and we were told then 
that to prohibit the sale of opium except for medicinal purposes would 
be a sheer act of inhumanity to many millions. Again, Sir, it has 
been recently justified on the principle that it would be interference 
with the liberty of individuals. That was the resolution of the Govern- 
ment published in the year 1926. Recently, we have been told in a 
recent and responsible publication that the excise problem is not a 
serious one at all, and, what is raon% we have been told that the Govern- 
ment should provide fiudlities to persons requiring a wholesome 
refreshment. So, according to the dictum of Government, all these 
things are wholesome refreshments for our people. Of course, we know 
that in 1926 the Goveminent of India declared that, so far as the sale 
of opium to the outside w'orld w'as (‘oncerned, they decided that it should 
be reduced wdthin ten years, i.e,, one-tenth every year; so that in the 
course of ten years they might fight this demon of opium to a finish. 
But, at the same time, so far as India is concerned, there was no such 
provision made, no such principle inculcated, no step taken in that 
behalf. In other words, according to the opinion of our Government, 
what is poison for mm-Indians is wholesome refreshment for Indians. 
That is the position. Now, Sir, we were promised some time ago a 
legislation for penalising opium-smoking except by registered smokers. 
That was a pi'omise, a pious promise, and no step taken to give effect 
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to it. Fp to now, we have no legialation introdnoed into this Council 
for penalisii!^ or restricting the consumption of opium.. We have been 
told very recently that, so far as India is concerned, it is such a vast 
country that it is difficult to enforce total prohibition. We have been 
told that it would require an immense amij^ of preventing agents in 
order to enforce the law of total prohibition if it be introduced into 
India. Now, Sir, such an army was furnisiied by Mahatma Gandhi in 
1921-22. 

6-16 p.ra. 

Sir, an army of volunteers, bent upon destroying this evil of drinking 
in this {'ountry. had been working hard to remo^’c this bad habit from 
this country. But how was this accepted by Government? Govern- 
ment (lid nothing in the way of removing this bad habit but these 
volunteers were sent to jails. Fur from receiving any encouragement 
from Government in this direction, there was a policy of repression 
with the result that a ver>' largt^ number of people who used to picket 
liquor shops were sent to jail. Might I on behalf of the Congress make 
this offer to our Government that we can give l.(KK) volunteers to fight 
this Excise demon. 

[At fi-15 p.m. the (^ouiicil was adjourned tor prayers and it 
reassembled at 6-30 p.m.] 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, I was dealing with the 
argument that it is so difficult to manage in a vast countrv' like this the 
policy of total prohihition because it would re(juire an army of preven- 
tive volunteers. I was going to nuv if you are really inhere about this, 
I may make an offer on behalf of the Congress. AVe are prepared to 
give you 1,000 volunteers, but 1 know' you are not going to accept that. 
After all it is an imaginary' difficulty. We all know that habits and 
temperament of the people of this country are not such as w'ould demand 
an army of agents for total prohibition. Whenever we speak of this 
total prohibition we are told that ruiticisms like this would not do and 
there must be some constructive scheme. My submission, Sir, is : is 
it really a scheme which has got to be found out? You are to run the 
Government and is it fair that you will ask us, outsiders, to fonnulate 
a .Sfffieme? If you, however, ask us, our answer is very simple. Our 
answer is economy and retrenchment. If you make your administration 
so very costly you cannot do without your income from liquor shops. 
There must be something fundamentally wrong in the system in which 
you cannot run the Government without carrying on a trade in. liquor. 
The Betrenchment Committee made various reo(»mmendations but those 
recommendations were not given effect to. Until you give effect to those 
recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee and until you enforce 
strict economy, you have no right to complain of the deficiency in 
revwiue if you aoeept the policy of total prohibition. 
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Sir, another suggestion put forward by florae of my friends is that 
instead of taxing country spirits which means taxing the poor people 
of this country, it is the duty of the Government to raiee the duty on 
imported litiuor and this will bring in additional revenue to Govern- 
uieut. If in spite of this additional revenue and savings effected by 
retrenchment and economy in public expenditure you fail to meet the 
deficit to he caused by the total prohibition, you can urge for fresh 
taxation. 

Our suggestion i.s — accept the principle of total prohibition and 
make a programme of five years, or of ten years, to cany out your policy 
and examine your position at the end of the period prescribed. We were 
told by the Hoifble Sir Basil Blackett in the Legislative x\ssembly of 
the 25th January that local Governments bad been instructed to formu- 
late their opium policy in consultation with the local Legislative 
( Councils. I do not think anything has been done in that direction; 
no steps have been taken in that behalf. This piw’es that the Govern- 
ment has no heart in this matter, it <loes not care for this total 
prohibition; the Goveinnieut simply wants its ex(*ise revenue to remain 
and does not care what hajipens to the people of the countiy in conse- 
quence of the excise pcdicy. I say that the charge against you is the 
charge of nduiinistei ing poison to the masses. You <lerive an income 
of Rs. 2 crores and you bring ruin on the people. Those who drink and 
use these drugs bring about their imin — their ruin all round — ruin. 
financially. physically, moially and spiritually. That is the < harge we 
hiing against you unless you cure to revise the present excise policy 
and gradually intiialuce the principle of total prohibition. It is not 
a new thing, it is not an unusual and unheard of thing that we have 
been insisting on you. Total prohibition has been adopted in the 
civilised countries. Rrohihitioii has been accepted in the United States 
of America. If the idea is to take revenue by ruining the people in 
this way, I may bring the charge brought by the greatest man of the 
world, Mahatma Gandhi, I do not like to u^e the word, but I say that 
the charge becomes a justifiable < harge. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The remaining motions under the demand being 
identical, I wish to have one discussion on them. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Dabu illTENDRALAL BANNERilEE: That the demand of 
Rfl. 21,96,000 tmder the head ‘ 6. — Excise ^ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to raise the question Of the Excise policy of the Government generally).*' 


irijMt NACENORA NATH SIN: 1 beg to move that* 



-Hr-J HJiJHlAPIlia UKAMJS. ipi 

Mr. PRESIDENTS You need not move that motion as it is identical 
^th the motion moved by Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. You can speak 
in support of that motion. 

•rijllt NACENDRA NATH SEN; All right, Sir. 

Sir, the excise revenue is a revenue derived fmm immoral s(>un>ea. 
Just as a prostitute’s earnings are from shameful souives so is excise 
revenue derived from sliunieful and immoral sources. Prostitutes are 
^^aid to be safety valves in smiety. In the same strain it is said that 
Oovernment maintain the Kxcise Department to control the vicious 
habits of the people and to decrease vice. That end should be attained 
not by increasing the facilities tor the sale of intoxicant'., but by their 
total abolition, lict the countiy go dry. If the Thiited States of 
America can afford to go dry, why should it not be possible for a hot 
<'Ountry like India to g(; diT. The Indians have no innate habits of 
drinking or to the use of any other int(>xicants. He is made to learn 
the use of them. With a large numl>er of excise shops selling intoxi- 
cants he in time he<*omes addicted thereto. His attentions are forced 
to them. From a perfe(‘t saint he becomes a total wreck. The ex<*iHe 
revenue is a thing whicli docs not find a place in the Hindu |x>lity or 
in the Moslem jmlity. That excise should he a source of revenue is 
repugnant to Indian feelings — Hindus, Mchslems, Jains and Buddhists 
alike. In the name of control facilities are enlarged. 

The Hon’hle Finance Member has at page 9 of the Budget deplored 
thus: “ Prevalence of '< arcity in certain parts of the juovince for the 
greatei portion of the .\ear with a conse(|uent ri.se in the price of rice 
and the depression in the coal-fields have considerably checked consump- 
tion of country spirit and pachwai and have resulted in a full in revenue 
this year. In the hope that lommercial and indu'*trial conditions in 
the province will improve and agricultural conditions next year w'ill be 
more favourable, the estimate for the ensuing year has l»een fixed at 
Bs. 2,25,00,000.” 

VV^hat a shamele.ss exposition of policy by a Government whii h is 
'Called civili«ed ! Scarcity and depression in industrial conditions caused 
a check in the consumption and a con.sequent fall in the excise revenue. 
This is deplored. With better prospects this year it is hoped that a 
larger revenue will come in from excise articles. 

The Government stand charged with aiding and al>ettiiig the 
corruption of the morals of the people. Under the [lenal laws of the 
countr>’ this is punishable. But it is the act of State and so there is 
no fear of any penal action being taken against the Government. But 
aurely there should be something like public opinion, decency and 
decorum. Government are deaf and callous to all these. The time 
liaa come when Government should not be permitted any longer to 
convert an honest and temperate people to a moral wreck. 
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Mr* PRESIDEHTs I find that your motion ib exactly the same a^ 
that of Babu Akhil Chandra Datta except that you hare stated different 
reasons for moving it. If you want to move your motion as well — 
because your grounds are not exactly alike — will give you an oppor- 
tunity of doing so at this stage. 

Erijut NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Then I beg to move that the 
demand of Bs. 21,90,000 under the head “6. — Excise” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (on the ground that the sale of intoxicants l>e prohibited in 
Bengal). 


Mauivi 8HAMSUR-RAHMAN: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 21,9(j,fKK) under the head “ €. — Excise ” be reduced by Rs. 100 (on 
the ground that the number of Excise licences granted to Mussalraans 
should be increased in proportion to their population). 

My reason for raising this discussion is very simple. A large number 
of excise licences are granted each year. These exc ise shops are very 
lucrative concerns. In days gone by, the Mussalmans had an antipathy 
to deal in excise articles but necessity of self-preservation having done 
away with those scruples they are now demanding their fair share in 
these lucrative concerns. I am told that in some places Mussulman 
candidates for these 'hops are wanting but T liave seen at least iii 
Khulna that there is no dearth of Mussulman (*andidates seeking these 
licences but are being refused. I have also <een that these licences are 
granted only to persons who are relations of influential men. 
Favouritism has been the w'atchward in granting these licences. 
(Sovernment liave circularised that a certain percentage of services 
should go to the Mussulman community and these shops are treated 
almost like Government services. And as such I do not understand why 
a certain percentage of these licences should not go to my community — 
men who wont to have them in spite of their religious prejudices. 
Whenever the Mussnlmans want to have a fair share of Government 
patronage their demand is branded a« communal not only by the Hindua 
but also by Europeans. An English daily newspaper managed by 
Europeans has been pleased to characterise this motion of mine as a 
new brand of communal ism,” In the list given to-day in answer ta 
Starred Question No. 80 about Excise licences granted in Calcutta 
during 1928-29 we hare .sc^n that out of 11 licences granted only one 
has gone to Mussnlmans. Has this been fair? To give a large 
portion of some luci-ative concerns to one set of people in exclusion to 
another is under some particular code of law fairness and a demand fox 
the excluded t^ominunity for a prt»per share of it i? coramunalism ! With 
these Words I move my motion. 
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Mr. t. G. MUKERJI: I beg to move that the demand of 
21,96,000 under the head “ 6. — Excise ” be reduced by Re. 1 (to^ 
raise a discussion on the general policy of the Excise Department). 


Sir, the excise policy of the Government of Bengal is not the policy 
supported by the people of Bengal. The whole country', not simply the 
province of Bengal, but the whole Empire of India is against the policy 
— the policy of maximum of revenue with the minimum of consumption. 
On the 14th March* the Bengal and Assam diristian Council met at the 
Y. W. C. A. at ld4, Corporation Street, Calcutta, and passed a 
unanimous resolution that the time has come when the Government of 
Bengal should introduce the principle of prohibition in certain areas 
in Bengal. 

Sir, the advocates, of pi-ohihition are regarded by Government as so 
many idealists and theorists and men with Utopian ideas who have got 
their heads in the aerial region and with their feet dangling in the mid 
air, never touching the terra finna, that they are people who never face 
facts fair and square and that they are swept off their feet hy certain 
sentiments and certain idiosyncracies of their own. They will never, 
as businesN men, go into fa(*ts and look into things as business, men. 
Sir, the piesidentship of the United States of America was fought this 
time on this issue. There were three issues before the people 4)f the 
United States and the principle of prohihition was one of them and the 
buttle was fought between Mr. Hoover who ha** been elec'ted Uresident 
of the Tinited States and Mr. A1 Smith. The wlnde of the Unilerl SUites 
mustered .siroiig and they are determined that the 18th amendment in 
the Oon.stitution is not going to be altered and reumended. Sir, I have 
never been to America but it was my privilege and g<K»d fortune to hear 
Bi.shop Leonard who has spent the whole of his life in the United 
States and who has at least more exj)erience than tiie Hon’ble Member 
who is now in charge of the Excise Department and the Bishop says 
that notwithstanding all that we hear from the people, ncdwithstanding 
all that we hear from the .subsidised papers in America, the fact 
remains time and intact that the people of America as a whole, not 
sjmply the tradespeople but the people of the United States as a whole, 
are in favour of prohibition. Sir, the Americans are not fools. They 
are men of hard thinking and businesM men of the type of Henry Ford, 
the richest man in the world to-day, they are business experts who are- 
determined that prohibition should be made not only possible but an 
accomplished fact in the United States. Sir, the statesmanship of the 
Bengal Government is on its trial to-day. Excise is a transferred 
subject and Government cannot ignore public opinion. The day of 
reckoning is coming when the moral and civic consciousness of the 
people will rise against Government and compel them in ternia 
unequivocal to alter their excise policv. 
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Sir, the H&nl)le Member ha» given na the excise policy. I do not 
wish to contradict the Hon^ble Member but I should like to give one or 
two figures. The excise revenue for 1920-21 was Es. 1,80,00,000 and 
that revenue to-day is Rs. 2,25,00,000. While it is true that in 1920-21 
country liquor shops stood at 1,120 and now they are 931 the foreign 
liquor shops have come up from 188 to 199. While (/anja shops have 
come down from 1,2(>7 to 1,208, opium shops have gone up from 835 to 
854. I do not say that Government is dishonest, but I say that Govern- 
ment must fall in with the wishes of the people. There is the question 
of revenue. Yes, I know that the question of this big revenue is there, 
and that we c annot sweep away Rs. 2,25,00,0(X) at a moment. But the 
time has come when pi-ohibition must be accepted by Government as 
the ultimate goal. In tl»e Central Provinces Sir Montague Butler, the 
Governor, has approved of the policy of prohibition and applied it in the 
district of Damoh where consumption was relatively small and the 
revenue amounted to Rs. 20,1()5 only. Sii- Montague Butler is a 
business man and a Governor and he knows his business fully. I ask 
the Hoirble Member in charge of Excise to introduce the principle of 
prohibition in three districts which I shall presently name. They are 
as follows: — Xoakhali Rs. 53,003, Khulna IG. 1,77,0(M). and Te^sortJ 
Rs. 2,00.0(M). This will not touch your revenue and will not put you 
to much im'onvenience. Do not tell us about smuggling, do not tell 
us about preventive officers; we have heard of them mi mtuseum, which 
we also find in “ India, 1927-28,” the treatise which Dr. Coats has 
presented to the British Ihirliament. Do not tell us about these 

things, M'c have heard about them. The will of the people must 

prevail. I ask the Hon’ble Member in all seriousness to take my 
suggestion. Where is the objection in introducing the ]Hdi(‘y of pro- 
hibition as the ultimate goal in Bengal? Tiet it be 20 years — we do 

not mind. We shall be able to adjust the revenue in some suitable 

way. 

Sir, it is said, “ Why should we not give drink to the drinkers?” 
But, Sir, drixikiug ivS a bad and an evil propensity and must be done 
away with. 

7 p.m. 

It is an evil propensity : it does good to nobody. Drinking 
liciuors and taking drugs does igood to nobody. Do not talk 
•of propensities. Human propensities nin in many directions. There 
is the thieving propensity, piopensity for enticing away married 
girls : there ar6 legislation for preventing these evils. There are 
many such prepensities and drinking is one of them. Now, Sir, I 
ask — why do you have these liquor shops and drug shops near 
industrial ('entires? I ask the Hon^ble Member in all seriousness — is 
ihat in accordance with your policy? Here is the Excise Manual and 
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the Excise policy is enunciated, vt>., that there should be 
minimum consumption amongst the illiterate poor. Do not take 
away the manhood and womanhood of the people of this country. It 
is an evil which undermines the health of the people; it introduces 
ignorance, dirt and filth, and eveiything that is filthy. For the 
sake of humanity, for the sake of all that is sacred, do not encourage 
such things. Strive for things, which are permanent and which will 
be for the good of the i)eople of the country, and it will redound to 
your glory and to the credit of the British Government and the 
British people. 

The followiilSg motion was called hut not moved: — 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: That the dtnnand of 
Its. 21,90,000 under the head ‘ 0. — Excise ’ he reduced hv lie. I (to 
dis(‘uss the general p(»licv).’* 

Srijut iiaCENORA NATH MOiTRA: T heg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 21,96,000 und>^r the head “6. — Excise” he reduced 
by Re. 1 (to condemn the excise policy and to point out defects in its 
working). 

Sir, several speakers hetore me have very strongly condemned the 
Excise policy of the Government and I have very little to add to what 
has already been said. The Excise policy of the (ioverniiieiit can he 
very well determined from their Annual Report (India in 1927-28) 
which says that the Government, Imperial and Provincial, ” aim at 
inculcating t?mi>erance while providing facilities for persons ratjuir- 
ing wholesome refre^th menfii, hut at a price likely to discourage the 
abuse of intoxi<‘ating liijuor.” As regards total prohibition, it says 
absolute prohibition in the sens? of ensuring that there shall he no 
consumption of liquor except such as is allowed by law is quite impoK< 
aible for India in her circumstances, etc., and the l>etter plan upj)ears 
to be to continue in the present [>olicy.” 

Another plea is that the Government cannot afford to give up such 
a large revenue which is essentia! to run the administi*ation. Of 
course, we require adequate levenue to lain the Government for the 
best benefit of the people, but certainly not a revenue which is obtained 
by permanently corrupting the people by making them morally, physi- 
cally and financially iiiined. The verdict of the country is very clear 
on the point. AV? want to do away with the intoxicating drugs 
altogether, we want to prevent further degeneration of the people 
even at the risk of losing a profitable revenue. The Government did 
nothing in this direction. Even the most moderate and reasonable 
suggestion of my friend, Mr. Akhil Chandra Datta, made last year, 
to call a round table conference of officials and representatives of 
warioni parties of this House to discuss the whole question of excise 
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policy and excise administration has not been complied with. The 
Tery light-hearted manner in which such important questions are 
treated by Government reveals its irresponsible character. 

Sir, to-day, happens to be the day of the arrival of the famous 
champion of the World Temperance movement, I mean, Mr. Johnson 
(Pussyfoot) in Calcutta. It was mainly due to his endeavours that 
the United States of America has become almost dry. 

The arrival of Mr. Pussyfoot Johnson at this psychological moment, 
when the excise policy of the Government is being discussed, has a 
great significance. Let Bengal pronounce, clearly and unequi- 
vo(^all>, — once for all — their determination to do away with this evil. 
Let it not be said of us that we had been an indirect party to the 
seduction and ultimate degeneration and ruin of our fellow country- 
men which the present excise policy of the Government apparently 
contemplates. 

I would now briefly refer to its administrative side. Some very 
unpleasant facts have leaked out and some of my friends have referred 
to them already, and I will only mention the harassing treatment 
accorded to the piedical practitioners including Kavirajes. They 
have to purchase spirits, opium and hemp for medical purposes and 
have to apply for licence for them. But to get licences is not always 
an easy affair. Those who get it have to keep accounts act'ording to a 
prescribed form, some ilems of which are meaningless. Some restric- 
tions have been imposed without any reference to medical requirements. 
The E xcise Inspectors occasionally become too liberal and occasionally 
too strict and technical. Many prosecutions ar? stalled on trifling 
'grounds and heavy fines are imposed on medical practitioners dealing 
with these drugs for medical purposes. 

Sir, I know of case^of smuggling and instances where undue 
advantages are taken of licences. iVoper care is therefore needed 
in selecting the party to whom the licence is to be issued. I would 
this connection, a District Temperance and Licence Com- 
mittee, consisting of officials and non-officials, should be formed to 
deal with all mattei's in this connec*tion. The issue of licence, etc.,, 
and the question of prosecution should come before this Committee 
befor? final steps are taken. They will also check the unusual excess 
in the sale of liquor and other drugs with a view to remove the evil 
altogether within a specified time. 

SHJUt NAGENORA NATH SEN: The revenue policy of the 
Government is yfry difficult to be understood bv the general public* 
The excise revenue ia,a revenue derived from immoral sources, and 
hence the utmost scruple should he exercised in the matter of the 
realisation of this revenue. If the excise policy of the Government 
clashes with the habits of the people, which are not unhealthy and 
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opposed to any generally accepted canons of morality and not 
Ticioua, then certainly that part of the policy should be modified. A 
time there was when even the sweet and fresh and unfermented 
juice of the date-palm tree was subject to excise duty and tappers of 
date-palm trees used to be the recipients of constant attention of the 
men of the Excise Department. The result has been that there has 
been a marked falling off of the number of date tree tappers and the 
date trees tapped. In East and Central Bengal and also in parts of 
Northern Bengal and West Bengal during the winter and early spring 
the fresh date juice is a luxury, but not at all costly. The poor 
people can indulge in it. But owing to apprehensions of Government 
that the fresh juice might be turned into toddy, a licence fee used to 
be realised from tappers and their movements and activities unneces- 
sarily watched and controlled. The result is that in the villages 
ev6n date juice has become a rarity and the outturn of inolnsses has 
greatly diminished with the inevitable diminution of the outturn of 
sugar. Now' owing to this excise poIi<*v of the Gocenuoent, the people 
have lost the industry in sugar and the province is now' dependent 
solely upon foreign cane sugar. The same ])olicy is pursued in the 
matter of the use of excisable articles in the preparation of indigenous 
Ayurvedic and Hakimi medicines. Hemp or hhang is very largely 
used in the preparation of a number of efficacious medico ne.s. Every- 
one knows that the Ayurvedic and the Hakimi physicdans are also 
druggists. They prepare their own medicines, which they can 
imjylicitly rely upon. But to sell such medicines and medicines con- 
taining opium, a licence is necessary. The various Ashakas and 
Arishtas according to the Ayuiwedic pharmacopa*a also fall under a 
similar ban. For a petty practitioner living in the interior of the 
district to come to the Sadar and there apply for and pro<*ure the 
licence is a difficult matter. And when the licence is got fhe r'‘al 
trouble begin>. The licen.see makes himself sul^ject to the periodic.^ 
and sudden visits of fhe officers of the Excise Department and they 
have to be attended to and appeased. The Government profess not 
to find enough money for spending on the Medical and Public Health 
Departments. Yet when the people want to take care of themselves, 
they are not free to move in the matter. It may be that there would 
be misuse if the control is taken off. But it is not without a remedy. 
The ordinary laws of the country are sufficient enough to reach any 
gniscreant. If any practitioner offers for sale any medicine which is 
not in accordance with any generally accepted and recognised treatise 
of medicine of the particular creed according to which he practises 
medicine, then such a dealer may certainly be brought to justice under 
the ordinary law of the land. If these medicines are really effica- 
cious, and I have no doubt that they are really so, no restriction 
should be placed against their free use. Any restriction would mean 
the denial of the essential right of a man to keep himself immune 
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against the attacks of preventible anti curable diseases, and he who 
puts such restriction offends against his fellow man, his country, his 
King and his God. 

The purpose of the Excise policy of Government is the prevention 
of vice and vicious habits. But medicine does not encourage vice or 
vicious habits. On the contrai-y it prevents them. So, in pursuance 
of the avowed policy of Government — the policy of Government in 
regard to the sale of medi(‘ines containing excise articles should be 
modihed. 

With these words T move the motion that stands in my name, 
viz.— 

That the demand (»f Rs. 21,96,000 under the head 6. — Excise 

h? leduced hy Re. 1 ton the ground that the policy of Government in 
regal d to the sale of medicines containing excise articles should be 
modified). 


Mitlivi SHAMSUR-RAHMAN. Sir, in supporting my friend, 
Mr. Sen, all that I ha%’e to say is that in the matter of medicines, 
the Kavirajes and Hakims are diff?rentially treated. Almost cent, 
per cent, of Allopathic and Homoeopathic medicines c(>ntain st.me sort 
or other of spirits and wines, but people who deal in these medicines 
are not required to take any licences, while those dealing in Kaviraji 
and Hakinii medicines, containing excise articles, are compelled to 
do 80 . Many dangerous diseases are treated by Hakims and Kavirajes 
with medicines containing excise articles. There are villages still in 
the interior where a Kaviraj or a Hakim is the only medical man 
available, and it is not very easy for these ))eople, who live in distant 
villages, to secure the reijuired licences to sell those medicines con* 
taiuing ex<*i8e articles. So by putting these indigenous drugs under 
the excise ban, you have deprived a large section of the people of the 
little medical aid which they could have otherwise had. 
This indeed is really undesirable and should he lemedied at an early 
date. 

(Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray rose to speak.) 


Mf. PRESIDENTS Di*. Ray, I am afraid it will be to the interest 
of the House if I now ask the Hon’ble Member in charge to reply. 
There is only 14 minutes left for the discussion of this item and if 
after the speech of the Hon’ble Member in charge there is any time 
left, I shall call upon the other members who have tabled mctiona 
itt reduction to sp^. 
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7^1® p.m. 

Mr. C. P. HOCG: In the few minutes that remain it would hardly 
be possible for me to traverse all the points that have been raised in 
the course of this deb^ite, but ns Mr. Mukerji has put it, the 
members of this House have heard the exposition of the Government 
excise policy ad nauseam. I mijfht in return say what the memlieni 
of Government think when they hear their polity criticised in a 
manner that has been puisued for so many years. 1 may use the 
words that were used on a more famous occasion in another place : 
“ invention is exhau'ited, reason is fatigued; experience has given 
judgment; but obstinacy is not yet comiuered.’* Government have 
time and again explained their excise policy from these benches and 
it is unnecessary for me to repeat the details; but I would maintain 
that the history of recent years establishes the fact that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal have not only carried out their obligations and ful- 
filled their piomises but they have done so successfully. They have 
achieved in a large measure the object they had in view, a reduction 
in temptation to probable consumers, and a reduction in consump- 
tion, At the same time, they have removed temptation to undue 
indulgen< e and prevented any addition to the li(|uor consuming classes. 
The Hon’ble Member in charge quoted the figures of decrease in 
consumption in recent years. I will remind the House of thos^ figures. 
In country spirit in recent years there has lieen a reduction of 21*8 
per cent., in the case of ffanja, 43*5 percent., and in the case of opium 
41*8 per cent. On the basis of these figures I maintain that the 
Government of Bengal have fulfilled their obligation and have effected 
a vei*>* substantial reduction in the consumption of excisable articles. 

But, Sir, it has been urged in the speeches which we have heard 
that the Goveimment of Bengal should definitely declare themselves 
in favour of a policy of total prohibition. The views of th? Govern- 
ment of Bengal on that subject are well known; they take the view 
that the time is not ripe for such a decision and that time would only 
come when the consuming classes are so reduced in numl)er us to be 
negligible, or when the force of public opinion behind the movement 
is so strong that illicit sources of supply would be impossible. That 
time has not yet come in Bengal. 

With regard to the ordinary liquor which is largely brewed through- 
out the country from rice, I need hardly remind the House that to 
stamp out the production for example of rice beer in the jmchwai 
consuming districts of this province would require a standing army. 
One cannot conceive of the severity of the measures of suppression 
which would be necessary to stop the aborigines from brewing 
pochwaL With regard to distillation it is well known that the 
apparatus used is of the most simple description; and that it can be 
F^xwd by anyone. The distillation of alcohol is one of the moii 
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.simple processes and the Government of Bengal realile that they 
would be unable to stamp out the illicit manufacture of liquor with* 
out the adoption of measures the severity of which would rouse resent- 
ment throughout the province. 

My friend, Mr, Datta, referred particularly to the question of 
opium and he classed it as a poison which was used to the danger of 
health and the destruction of the morals of the consumer. Sir, I 
have before me the repoii of the Opium Enquiry Committee which 
was appointed recently by the Government of Bengal. I should like 
to quote the findings of that Committee very briefly. The majority 
of the consumers of opium are above the age of 40 years. The second 
point which they discovered was that addicts generally start taking 
the drug on account of some physical ailment or pain and finally the 
Committee quote medical opinion that opium is a good medicine to 
relieve painful symptoms in many diseases. Of course I agree that 
there is opinion to the contrary that the use of opium is harmful in 
-all circumstances. But there is a very considerable volume of opinion 
ill the other direction and the Government of Bengal take the view 
that until there is a proper medical service throughout the country 
districts of Bengal it would not only be unwise but inhuman to 
deprive the aged of tlie use of this medicine; it would be cruel either 
to deprive them entii-ely of its use or even to push up the price to a 
figure which would In' prohibitive to the poor consumer, whose only 
source of medical relief lies in this cheap and ready medicine. To 
push up the price in order to cut down the consumption would be, 
I submit, to realise revenue and extort money at the cost of human 
suffering. I agree that there may not be so much to be said for ganja 
but the same difficulty applies to it, the difficulty of suppression, and 
the Government of Bengal are not prepared to take steps at present 
to suppress its consumption ; rather they prefer to rely upon the 
natural operation of those steps wdiich they have already taken and 
which have already successfully reduced the consumption of excisable 
articles throughout the province. In the continued enforcement of 
this principle lies the solution of this great problem. 

It has been suggested that licensing matters should be placed in 
th? hands of Licetising Boards with a membership of a popular 
character. I need only say that the Government of Bengal recently 
extended the Licensing Board system to four districts in the province 
outsida Calcutta and that system will be extended gradually as results 
show any measure of success. With these words I would oppose these 
various motions tp reduce this grant. 

Tilt Hon'lllt Mr. A. MARRS Mr. Hogg has explained the posi- 
tion of the Gb>veminent of Bengal fully in this matter and I wish to 
add only a word or two to what he has said. 1 do not think iku 
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Ssuse can ‘jifctlffy expect me to pledge the Hon’ble Minuter who may 
|»e placed in charge of the Excise Department to one policy or 
inother. I think the House will realise that I must leave these 
questions open for him. 

BilNl MANMATHA NATH ROYS I would like to point out that 
the statement read out by the Secretary in the Excise Department on 
the subject of the decrease in consumption is not quite accurate. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think you can make a speech at this 
stage. Do you want to put a question to the Hon'ble MemlierJ^ 

•abtt MANMATHA NATH ROY: Yes, I would only point out 
that the figures mentioned are wrong. 

Mrn PRESIDENT: But that would appear to show that you are 
going to make a speech, but it is not possible for me to allow you to do 
so. But if you can laise your point in a brief question I will allow 
you to put it to the Hon’ble Member. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: I find from the Annual Report 
of the Excise Department for 1927-28 that the total consumption in 
respect of country spirit and foreign liquor exceeds by 6 per cent, the 
total consumption for the previous year. Is this statement correct? 

Thg Hon’bla Mr. A. MARR: I shall look into the figures, Sir. I 
have taken the figures for the last 16 years which show that daring 
these years the consumption of country spirit decreased by 28* 1 per 
cent. 

Bibu MANMATHA NATH ROY: I did not refer to that. I have 
in my hand the report for 1927-28 which says that the consumption 
was more than the previous year. 

Thg Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: I do not happen to have the figures 
for that particular year. But for the year 1925-26 the figures were 
'633,000 gallons and for 1926-27, 591,000 gallons. There nnty be a 
email increase from one year to the other but, taken as a whole during 
the 15 years from beginning to the end, there has been a decrease of 
28*1 per cent, as regards country spirit. 

Bibu MANMATHA NATH ROY: But the Hon’ble Member h«# 
not answered my 'question either in the affirmative or in the negatire— > 
whether it ii or it is not a fact that there has been an inoeaie in 
4)oiisiimption by 5 per cent. 


10 
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Tht HonHlIt Mr. A. MARRS If the Annual E^rt says so, it is 
bound to be correct and I do not dispute that. I again say that there 
may be an increase from one year to the next year but within the 
period of the last 15 years there has been rather a decrease. 

R«bli BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: Sir, is it your ruling that the 
16 minutes allotted to prayer after 4-30 will be added to the usual 
time available everj' day? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. The maximum time-limit has now been 
reached and so I shall have to put the motions forthwith. 

The following motions were put and lost: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 21,96,000 under the head ‘ 6. — Excise 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (to protest against the immoral traffic)/^ 

“ 1'hat the demand of Rs. 21,96,000 under the head ‘ 6. — Excise ^ 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (on the ground that the sale of intoxicants be 
prohibited in Bengali” 

That the demand of Rs. 21,96,000 under the head ‘ 6. — Excise * 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (on the ground that the number of Excise 
licences granted to Mussalmans should be increased in proportion to 
their population),’’ 

“ That the demand of Rs. 21,96,(KK) under the head ‘ 6. — Excise ' 
be redu(^ed by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the general policy of the 
Excise Department).” 

” That the demand of Rs. 21,96,000 under the head * 6. — Excise *' 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to condemn the excise po'licy and to point out 
defects in its working).” 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 21,96,000 under the head ” 6. — 
Excise ” be reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that the policy of 
Government in regard to the sale of medicines containing excise articles 
should be modified) was then put and a division taken with the 
following result;— 


AYES. 


Amnftf, KlUMi laliMliir llawlvi tnuMhMMiii. 
iaetriM. Saeii SrsiMtlMi Natli. 
■tnnsriM, Sabu SittfiSraUil. 

§•••, Sabtt S»)«y Kriiiiiia. 

•est, Mr. tebliM OMiiitfre. 

Obakravarti, Saba Safinira ObaMira. 
ObatttrjM, triJiH Sijay Kaaiar. 

Oatia, Saba Abbil Cbai tara. 

Salt, Saba Saral ICWMar. 

Sbasb Saba A iaar ai Mra HiSb. 

Sapta, Mr. iisi M i ObaaSra. 

Ssbaa, Kaii iba r a S at. 

.iri4ai» Maaivi Ybailiaiilii. 

Haiti, Saba Mabtnira Matb. 


Mcjtra, trijut SaimMra Naib. 

MafcarjMi, Srilat Tbrabiwlli. 

Makarji, Mr. t. C. 

Natbar, Saba Naai C b aa b ra . 
babai aa , Maahri tbaanar-. 

Say, Or. ic a aiai Saakar. 

Say, trijat Sabba Sabiaba. 

Say, Saba Maaawtba Mats. 

Say, Mr. D. M. 

Say ObauMrl, mi S a b a b ar ta ty aab r a 
Mats. 

•arhar, Saba SalbiirMilaa. 

•m, SHlat Maswibra Mats. 

Saa sapia, Hr. i. a. 



DEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 

NOCt. 



UV 


««lMrlya etwiMlwri, Mataral* MmmiI 

H B U t i T 

WlWim, «r. c. 

AUMMMl, Mauivi Kaairwdilin. 

•Iair» Mr. 4, n, 

Cattails Mr. A. 

eUauiAuri, Klian Baaadur Mautvi 
Hataar RaAman. 

CHaiNlAiiri, tlM Han’bla Nawab Babaiur 
taiyia Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, 
Caban, Mr. D. J. 

Dash, Mr. A. J. 

Orummand, Mr. 4, Q. 

Farraatar, Mr. d. Campball. 

Bhaaa, Mr. M. C. 

Ohaab Maulik, Mr. Batyandra Chandra. 
Oaanka, Rai Bahadur Badridaa. 

HoBB. Mr. 0. F. 


Haaain Nawab Maabarml, KUbr Bahadur. 
Maguirt, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Naa'bla Mr. A. 

Millar, lha Han'bla Sir Fravaah Chundar. 
Mabarly, tha Han*bla Mr. A. N. 

Or m a nd , Mr. I. C« 

FhlMal, Mr. N. C. V. 

Frantiaa, Mr. W. O. R. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Ray, Mr. BiJay Fraaad IlnBh. 
tarkar, Rai Bahib Rabat! Mahan. 

Btaplatan, Mr. H. I. 

Butirawardy, Mr. N. B. 

Tata, Majar Banarat Oadtray. 

Thamaa, Mr. H. W. 

Thontpaan, Mr. W. H. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes beiiijfif 27 and the Noes 32, the motion was lost. 

The time-limit under the heiul “ r>. — Excise ” huvinjr been reached 
the following motions were not ]mt : — 

Mtulvi 8YED ABOUR RAUF: That the demand of Us. 2r,m).(KHt 
under the head ‘ G. — Exci.se ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to express dis- 
satisfaction with the policy and the manner of jfrantin^^ excise shopp 
to individuals^” 

Brijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 21,96,{KKl under the head ‘ 6, — Excise ^ be reduced by Re. 1 (on 
the ffround of bad excise policy of Government).” 

Brijift BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 21,96,000 under the head ‘ 6. — Excise ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (on 
the ground that this Council considers it a bad policy to encourage 
drink evil and that this Government encourages intemperance in the 
people).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 21,9t»,000, as amended by the Council, 
be granted for expenditure under the head ” 6. — Excise ” was then 
put and agreed to. 


ABjBumiiiiiit 

The Council was the® adjourned till 3 p.m., on Tuesday, the 19tb 
March, 1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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i4S 

Proeeedifigs of the Bengal L^i&lative Coutioll assemhled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Aot, 


Thk (’nunril met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 191 h March, 1929, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (the Hon'ble Haja ManmaTha Nath 
Hay CifArDHURi, of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council and 102 nominated and elected members. 


Starred Question 

(to which oral answer was given). 

Improvement of rural water-supply. 

*91. Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: (n) Will the Hon’ble 
Meinl)er in charjfe of the Department of Local Self-Goveniment be 
pleased to state whether there is any likelihood of the scheme formu- 
lated by the late Hon’ble Minister for loans to District Boards for 
the purposes of water-suj)ply bein>c brouprht into operation in the near 
future? If so, when? 

{h) What are the reasons for the delay? 

MEMBER in ohwgo of DEPARTMENT of LOCOL SELF-GOVERN- 
MENT (the Hon’hio Sir Provash Chunder Mittor): (a) Yes. It is 
hoped that loans for the purpose of improvinjr water-supply will 
he made to Biairiot Boards in the course of 1930-31. No proWsion 
for this purpose has been matle in the comings year’s budget. 

(6) If most District Boards take advantage of the offer made by 
Government, the total amount to be borrowed would aggregate a 
very large sum, greatly exceeding what the Government of Bengal 
could lend from their balances; and it will be necessary to borrow 
from the Government of India for the purpose. It is not possible 
to ask the Gov^^ment of India for a loan until the total amount 
likely to be re<|uired and the number of years over which the total 
loan to be taken from that Government would be spread are known. 
This total cannot be calculated until applications from all District 
Boards which wish to borrow, supported by definite programmee of 
the work to be undertaken, have been received and examined. So 
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far definite prograuuues have noi beea received from all District 
Boards which expressed a wish to take advantage of the Government 
offer. 


Bibu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs Will the Hou'ble Member her 
pleased to state if applications were invited from District Boards^ 


The Hofi’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTER: In May last 

a circular letter was >ent tn all the District Boards inviting appli- 
catioiiH. They were aske4l to j)ut in an estimate of the total sum 
required within a certain date in their lipplicaf/ions, and also to 
furnish a definite prognnnine ot work within a certain date. 


Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the lloiride Memlyer be 
pleased to state fron» how many District Boards detinite piogrnmmes 
have been received?^ 


The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: About two m 
three. But others, although they did not put in any definite pro- 
gramme of work, did ^ive an estimate of the total sum required. 
They also made counter-pioposals in the shajje of askimr for loans 
for tube-well'i, and so on. 


Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hoifble Member Im * 
pleased to state why no j^rovision has l>een made in next year’s Innlget 
for those District Boards which have submitted definite jirogi amines ^ 


Tha Hofi’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: The ivason 
is given in the answer, but I might explain further. The basis of 
the loan was a temporary grant by Government of Rs. 21 lakhs, which 
was made permanent, and Rs. 5 lakhs out of alxmt Rs. 9 or 10 lakhs 
was also set apart for the purpose of this loan. Now about eight or 
ten District Boards informed Government that they did not want this 
loan, while others put in various programmes and counter-proposal*. 
Even as regards the two or three District Boards which put in a 
definite programme, it was necessary first of all to ascertain about 
details of the tube-wells proposed. The idea of sinking tube-well* 
seemed to be very popular with a iiumlier of District Boards and the 
late Minister issued instructions for the investigation of the proposal 
that loan* should be granted for sinking tube-wells. That has now been 
investigated. 



iSO QUESTIONS. [Ito Mae. 

NALfiflilANJAN MIIKIII: Is this a speech or a replyf 


Hr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. 

TSe HM’blt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs Even the two 
or three District Boards which applied for loans did not explain what 
part of the amount which is usually spent for rural water-supply 
would be set apart for the service of the loan. 


Mr. aaCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state if there is any way out of only considering and 
examining schemes and descending to practical action P 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a question. I would ask you not 
to put questions of this sort. 


Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: May I put another question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hou'ble Member be 
pleased to state the earliest date at which he e.xpects to put into 
*practi(^al effect this scheme? 

Tht Hon*IMt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: This question 
has already Wen replied to in answer ta), namely, 1930-31. 


ialHl KHAGtNDRA NATH GANGULY: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
her be pleased to state on what Wsis the Government have calculated 
that the total amount to W borrowed would be greatly exceeding what 
the Government of Bengal could lend from their balances? 


Tht Hon’M Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Government 
calculated on the basis of the requirements of the District Boarda that 
had put in applications for loans for specific schemes. W*^ith your 
permiasion, Sir, and in order to save the time of the House, I wodd 
suggest that it would perhaps be useful to discuss this subject in con* 
neetion with a cut in the Puldic Health budget, which also refers to 
this matter. 
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40CEtH CHANDRA OUmi Will the Hon’bl. Member be 

plMied to state for the information of the House whether any of 
the District Boards who have applied for loans may expect to get 
anch loans in the course of the year by reappropriation or otherwise? 


Tfct Hofl’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: This question 
has already been answered. If Mr. Gupta means 1929-30, then my 
answer is “ No.'* If he means the year following, vii., 193041, I 
think I have already answered it. 


Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to allot some funds out of savings from cuts in the budget or 
from refusal of the Ministezs* salaries, if any? 


Mr. PRESIDENT. I do not allow this question; it is a leiiuesi 
for action. 


UnatarraS Quattions 

(answtrs ta which wara laid on tha table). 

Numbar of Muhaimnadafi amptoyaai other than manials and 
aompoaitora in the Eangal Govarnmant Praaa. 

8S. Mauivi ASIMUDDIN AHAMADt Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing for the Government Printing Press at 
Alipore — 

(t) the number of employees existing at present other than 
menials and compositors; 

(u) the number of Muhammadans amongst them; 

<tu) the number of new hands appointed during the last three 
years; 

(tr) the Aiimber of Mohamntadans amongst those new hands; and 

(e) the nhmber of permanent Mohammadan employees amongst 
the new hands? 
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MEMIER in etiarge af DEPARTIIENT of FIHANCE (lEo HonHrtx 
Mr. A. Morr): (i) 4^0. 


(u) 162. 
(ut) 96. 
(iv) 46. 

(v) 35. 


Travelling allowances to the Assistants of the offioes of Private 
Secretary and M Nitary Secretary. 

61. Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon ble Member iu 
chui'ffe of the Political Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the Assistants of the offices of (1) Private Secretary', and 
(2) Military Secretary to the Governor have to do outdoor tour for 
which they draw second class travelling allowances irrespective of the- 
rate of their payP 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’hle Mr. A. N. Moberly): Yes. 


Expenditure in oonneotion with original works of the Irrigation 
Department. 

62. Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Will the Honble 
Member in charj^e of the Department of lrrip:ati(*n be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showinj? the expendit\ire incurred by the 
Department during the years 1926-26, 1926-27 and 1927-28, respec- 
tively, in connection with oriprinal works, excluding* the Damodar 
Canal Project, and classihed under the following heads: — 

{/) productive and non-productive works; 

{it) expenditure made out of loans and provincial revenues; 

(lit) estimated cost in respect of (i) above and the surpluses or 
deficits, if any, involving transfers of grants from one 
item to another, mentioning the authority under whose 
ordei*8 such transfers were made; and 
(ir) actual establishment charges (supervision, permanent, tern- 
pomry and all overhead charges) in connection with 
0) above, shown separately? 

MEMBER in ohirgc of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tho 
Hoii*lilo Nawab Bahadur Salyld Nawab AJi Ghaudhuri, Khan Bahadur* 
af Dhanbari): (i) to (ir) A statement is laid on the table. 
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referred te in the reply te clenteee {i) to (w) of emetarreil^ 
question No. 6^. 


192S-26. 

Works chared to Revenue 16/ 


Kani« of work. 


Vnprodwiivt Madanpur 
Bkil Route. 

Lockfi, ftluKrs, fiUIlng« 
Aix] Lower Kumar 
dredging. 


Estimated 


expenditure 

Actual 

of the year 

expendb 

'budgeted 

ture. 

figure) 


Rs. 

Hs. 

1.55,000 

1,07,02.1 


Surplua if any (Imw 

dtapoaed of). 


I l>efictt If any (^w mat). 


47.077 

[R» .^4.iKH) wa« atiiTen* 
dered to Flnanre IH** 
partment, He. l.taH) 
wa« reapproprlated to 
Uldyadluiri drinlginK 
with tfio akOM'nt of the 
Finance l>e|iar1inent 
an»l the balance of the 
eurphia lapsed.) 


Works not charjfed to Revenue (55) 
(met out of loiin.s). 


Grand Trunk Canal 


Dredgers ** Cowley " and 


3,000 

10,203 

12,000 

Nil 12.000 


(Rs, 8,SU»2 out of tlic sur- 


plus reamiropriated to 


(irand Trunk Canal 


with tlie consent of the 


Finance Department 

t 

and tbe baknee 

1 

1 kpseil.) 


7,208 

The deOclt met by rt- 
apprnpriatlon from th«r 
provtilon for the dred' 
gers '* Cowley ” and 
” Ilurdwan,” with the 
('onsent of the Flnaaew 
Department. 


1928-27. 

Works charged to Revenue “ 16.” 


Locks and sluices on the 
Lower Kumar river. 


Reappropriated with the 
consent of Finance 
t>epartment to meet 
the Increased award In 
cooncrtlon with land 
for dredging HldyS' 
dharl, Rs. 6.80e. 

Reappropiiated with the 
consent of Finance 
Itepartmrnt to meet 
the tnrmsed award In 
comiMrtkm with land 
for dredging Grand 
Trank CanalKa. IS.SkO. 

Surrendered to Finance 
Department, Ra. 
1, 80.0110. Total, 
Ra. 1,00,188. 

The telaace of the snx' 
ptustapaed. 
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bttauM 

scr 

(bodfet«d 

igiire). 



1MdttfM]r(boir mm. 


Works not charged to Be venue 
(met out of loans). 


FroMim. 




«0raad Trunk Canal 

AOOO 

18,820 


VnpnimtUm. 


] 


Additions and alterations 
to drsdMTs “ Cowley *' 
and '* Burdwan.'* 

0,000 

125 

j 

i 

1 

8,875 

(Rs. 8,850 surrendered to 
Finance Department. 
The balance of Rs. 25 
only lapsed.) 


Tha defldt mat bjr Ph 
appfoprUtkm (rom 
works. ICidsrtpiir BhU 
Boots, wltb tbs oooaaot 
of the FlnsBoe Deport^ 
ment and also met on 
the authority of the 
IrrisatloB Depaitnent 
from provUloo for main- 
tenaaoe of ** Bonald- 
thay." 


1S27.2S. 

Works charged to Revenue “ 16. 


Xoeks and sluices on the | 
Lower Kumar river. | 


8«,7S7 

(Rs. 86,000 out of thU 
was reappropristed to 
dredrin« Lower Kumar 
river with the consent 
of the Finance Depart- 
ment The halanoe 
lapsed.) 


Works not charged to Revenue (56) 
(met out of loans). 


Bakrsswar Irrifatloo 
Projeet. 


4touid Tnmk Oanat 


50.000 

10,885 

80,815 

The entire siun was sur- 
rmdered to tha Flnaiws 
Department. 

8,500 

8,018 

The nnspeot balanee 
lapeed. 

11,500 

vn 

11.500 

(IsanwoBrialed to the 
^^IflkmaMsksur ** dred- 
ger, wHh the eonient 
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Dradgtrs ** Burduran/* ** Rontlililiay ’* and Caarlay." 

63. BMni NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Will Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state^— 

(t) the details of work done by the dredgers ** Burdwan,* 
“Ronaldshay” and Cowley ” during the years 1926*26, 
1926-27 and ^1927*28; 

(ii) the income derived from such work together with the Imsis 
of calculation of such income; and 

{iii) in the event of a deficit how the same has been met? 

Tha Hon*ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYIO NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: (i) A statement is laid on 
the table. 

(ti) No separate accounts are kept of the income derived from the 
work of the dredgers : any income which accrues is credited to the 
woihs on which the dredgers are employed and not to the dredger* 
themselves. 

(m) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clauge (t) of unstarred guests 
No, 63 f shovring the places \there each dredger worked and the 
periods they worked at each place, 

Dradgar «« Burdivan.*’ 


From — To — How employed. 

16^1*26 ^ 21-9*26. Dredgiaar the Bhangore Canal* 

7-l(V26 25-16-26. Clearing silt of the Knlti lock baain. 
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Dradgir *• RemkMHqf." 


[19ih Max. 


From— To — How employed. 

1-1-26 31-12-27. Laid up at Haridagpur. 


Dredger “ Coiwleif.'’ 


1-4-25 

30-6-25, 

Dredffin/? the Hoorhoora Khal. 

1-7-25 

2-9-25. 

Dredging? the Buxi Khal. 

21-9-25 

29-10-25. 

Dredging the Doagra. 

;jo-io-2r) 

18-11-25. 

Dredging the spit at Charmaguria. 

29-10-27 

17-11-27. 

Dredging the Charmaguria En- 
trance, Lower Kumar River. 

17-11-27 

24-11-27. 

Dredging Pearimre Reach, Lower 
Kumar River. 

25-11-27 

30-12-27. 

Dredging Mustaffapur Shoal, Lower 
Kumar Rivei*. 

1-1-28 

17-1-28. 

Dredging Lower Kumar River, 
Charmaguria. 

18-1-28 

18-2-28. 

Dredging Chandpur Nalla. 

l-:i.28 

17-3-28. 

Dmlging Lower Kumar River (Fate- 
pur Section). 

18-8-28 

31-3-28. 

On viiynge to Kolaghat. 


Bebu NALINIRANilAN BARKER: ^Vith leteienre to answer (i), 
will the Hou'hle Member iu charpe of the Department of Irrigation 
be pleased to state where the dredger lionaldshay at present is? 

The Hon’ble Newab Bahadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Ohanbari: It is laid up at Oopalganj. 

Babu NALINIRANJAH BARKER: What is it doing there? 

The Hon'bla Nawab Bahadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I said it is laid up there. 

Babu NALIHtRANJAN BARKER: Still laid up? 

The HanlNe Naen* Bahadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI OHAU* 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Yes. 
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flrijHt NACENORA NATH EENl Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state the total cost of nmintoiniug the three dredgers 
Burdtcan, Cowley, and Ronetldihay, during the year 1928? 

The Hon’M* Nawab Bahadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Ohanbari: I ask for fresh notice* 

Bsbtl NALINIRAN«IAN BARKERS Is the RonuhUhay suffering 
from paralysis? 

Mfo PRESIDENT: That is no question. 

Srijllt NAGENDRA NATH SEN: On a jtoint of information, 
Sir, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If >011 have any supplementary questions to put, 
you may do so. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: AVith reference to answer (n), 
if no separate accounts are kept of the income derived from the work 
of the dredgers, how is it proposed to discharge the loan ultimately? 

The Hon’Me NaemSi Bahailiir SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURIf Khan BahadUfi of Dhanliari: From the provincial balances. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is it proposed to repay the 
loan incurred on account of the dredgers by economising expenditure 
on public health, medical relief, and education? 

(No answer.) 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: The HonTde Meml)er has said 
just now’ that the loan would he repaid out of the provincial Imlances; 
will he be pleased to state what the amount of the provincial Imlance is 
at present? 

Tha Han’bla Nawab Bahadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I would refer the member to the 
Budget. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state the minimum amount that must be kept for the purpose P 

(No answer.) 

Mr. JOCEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, the Hon'ble Member hot 
not given any reply to my question. Could I have an answer from 
himf 

Mr. PRiilDBNTl You will not certainly blame me if no anawer 
it forthcoming. 
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7.— Stamfii. 

3-15 j).m. 

Tlw Hofl'blt Mr« A* MARRs (.hi the recommendation of Hi« Excel- 
lency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Re. 8,47,0(K) be 
granted for expenditure under the head 7. — Stamps. 

Details of this demand will be found on page 56 and the follow- 
ing pages of the Budget Statement, and the explanation on page 34 
of the Red Book. I have only two items to which I should like to 
draw the attention of the House. The first is that the cost of plain 
paper used in connection with court-fee stamps will be debited in next 
year’s budget to the head “ 46. — Stationery and Printing,” instead of 
the head ” 7. — Stamps.” That accounts for the decrease that will 
be found in the figures on page 26. The other item which I wish to 
mention is that the Central Depot in Calcutta has been abolished, and 
now we get all our stamps from the Security Press of the Government 
of India in Nasik. Therefore, w^e have now to show here the cost of 
carrying all these stamps from Nasik to the different headquarters in 
Bengal. Apart from these tw’o items, the figures are as usual and this 
expenditure is required for the ordinary activities of the department. 

The follow ing motions were called but not moved : — 


Mauivi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: ” That the demand of Rs. 45.400 
under the hea<l ‘ 7A. — Stamps — Suiierintendence ’ lie reduced by 
Rs. BM). (Increase in the <lemand).” 

Mailivi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: ” That the demand of Rs. 8.13,000 
under the head ‘ 7A. — Non-judicial — Charges for the sale of stamps 
(discount)’ be refused.” 

Mgylvi A8IMUDOIN AHAMAD: ” That the demand of 
Re. 1,39,200 under the head * 7B. — Judicial — Value of stamps sup* 
plied from Central Stamp Stores ’ be reduced by Rs. 5 (to discuss policy 
of Government, in regard to value of stamps supplied from Central 
Stamp Stores),” 

Mni KHAQINDRA NATH CANCULY: ” That the demand ot 
Rs, 8,47,000 unier the head * T.-^tamps ’ be reduced by Rs. 52,000.” 

•Him NAGiNDRA NATH SENS” That the demand of Rs. 
8,47,000 under the head * 7^ — Stamps ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (on the 
ground that the stamp duties should be reduced).” 



BEMANDS FOB GRANTS. 

ffmliri tHAiliUII*RAHIIAN: ** That the demand of lU. 8>47,000 
under the head ‘ 7. — Stamps * be reduced by Rs. 100 (on the ground 
that fbe stamp duty has been increased too much)/* 

Maulvi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Sir. I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 8,47,000 under the head “ 7. -^Stamps '* be reduced 
by Re. 1, for the purfHine of dniwing the attention of the Council to an 
anomaly that exists in the financial system of this province. 

Sir, this province is passing through an extraordinary ]>eriod of 
financial stringency, and one of the expedients by which Government 
decided some years ago to make lH>th end.s meet was to mine the taxa- 
fdon under the head * Stamps by about 50 per cent., but at the same 
time though the tax payable Ity litigants in the mufassal has been 
increased by 50 per cent.. Govern meni has allowed the old exemption 
to litigants on the Original Side of the High (^mrt, to inmtinue. My 
criticism is directed toward.s the Judicial stamps which account for a 
receipt of alwut Rs. 2 crores and 45 lakhs of revenue, and this enor- 
mous sum is derived from the taxation of niufassal litigants. There 
is absolutely no reason why in justice or equity, one class of litigants, 
namely, litigants on the Griginal Side of the High Court, should be 
given preferential treatment 


Thi Hon’blu Mr^ A« MARR: May I ask one question, Sir? Does 
the si>eaker refer to the Criminal Side of the Original Side of the High 
Court, or the Civil Side? 


MaulYi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURIs I mean the Civil Side. The* 
amount of taxation that is levied from litigants on the Criminal Side 
does not amount to much in the High Court as w'ell as in the mufaseal. 
The point is this: If Government wanted revenue at all, it should not 
exempt oue class of ))eople, and that the richest class, from the pay- 
ment of taxation. If you exempt one class of litigants, you must 
extend your exemption to the other class of litigants as well. But since 
Government is finding difficulty in regard to finance, it is its bounden 
duty to recommend to the Government of India that in matters of 
taxation under this head, litigants of all classes should be placed on 
one and the same footing. It may be. Sir, that I shall be told that 
under the Devolution Rules this question is subject to the legislative 
authority of the Assembly, but we all know that the Hon’ble the 
Finance Member had no hesitation to raise a piotest ever>' year against 
the Meston Award, which can only be unsettled by the British Parlia^ 
ment. I should have expected that the Hon'ble the Finance Member 
YTould grow indignant at this apparent anomaly in tlm financial system 
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of this province, and would press the Government of India either to 
undertake leKi^lution with a view to place litigants of all classes on 
the same footing in the matter of taxation or alter the Devolution 
Rule so as to enable us to make the necessary changes. 

Tilt Mr^ At MAItRs Mr. President, Sir, I quite agree 

-with the mover of this motion that in Bengal we are in an anomalous 
position as regards the High Court, which in other provinces is under 
the provincial Government. In eveiy other province, the High Court 
is under the local Government and is paid for by the local Govern- 
ment. In Bengal, the High Court is under the orders of the Govern- 
ment of India, though it is paid for by the local Government. I 
can assure the members of this House that this anomaly has been 
brought to the notice of the Statutoiy^ Commission, and I am quite 
sure that on the report of the Commission being published, the 
anomaly will be remedied one way or the other. The High Court 
will come either directly under the Government of India, and be 
paid for by that Government, or, like other High Courts, will come 
completely under the local Government and be paid for by them. As 
regards this particular item, namely, the s(‘ale of fees levied on the 
Original Side of the High Court, a.s I have said, the local Govern- 
ment have no power whatsoever to fix these fees. The High Court do 
this with the sanction of the Government of India. What does 
astonish me i.s that the mover made the statement that when the couii:- 
fees were enhanced in the mufussal courts, there was no correspond- 
ing enhancement in the High Coui*t. It is for this reason, Sir, that 
1 asked that question of the mover of this motion. There has been 
no enhancement on the Criminal Side of the Original Side of the 
High Court, but on the Civil Side there has been a corresponding 50 
per cent, enhancement, as in mufassal courts. This was done by the 
JHigh Court’s letter No. 1860, of the 29th July, 1922, addressed to 
the Government of India. That appears to me completely to answer 
Ihe mover’s arguments. I shall just read the last sentence of that 
letter which tUus as follows: — 

** I am to add that the Court proposes to give effect to th|b 
umended table of fees as from the 13th November next on which da^ 
fhe Court reopens after the long vacation.*’ ^ 

With these words, I oppose the motion. 

Mwlvi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: May I ask the Hon’ble 
Member, through you, Sir, what was the amount of increase as 
regards the court-fees payable by litigants on the Original Sidef 

TN HMlHlIt Mr. A. HARR: The amount of increase was 50 per 
•cent. 1 have the schedules before me, and if the member likes 1 shall 
ehow them to him after the meeting. 




BEMABTDS FOB QBANfS. 


l«t 


I3ie motion of Maulvi Nurul Huq Chaudhuri was then pat and 

h*. 


Mint TARAKNATH MUKERdCA: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 8,47,000 under the head “ 7. — Stamj)* ” be reduced 
by Re. 1, for not allotting the excess revenue to transferred depart- 
ments. 

Sir, the object of niy motion is to draw attention to the fac?t 
that when the Stamp Act was amended some yeai-s hack — I think it 
was eight years ago — and the stump revenue was increased, Govern- 
ment and the Hon’hle Member-in-<*huige gave u definite assurance 
to the members of this House that the increased stump revenue would 
be entirely allotted to transferred departments. 8ir, I do not know 
whether this assurance was merely a do«lge on the part of Govern- 
ment to secure the support of the members in getting the Stamp Act 
Amendment Bill through by giving ho{>es to the members. I want 
to enquire of the Hon’ble Memher-in-charge whether the Government 
has redeemed its promise by allotting the increased amount to the 
transferred departments. So far as we are aware, Sir, it was merely 
an empty promise, as Government has not made over the increased 
stamp revenue to the transferred departments. I want to know from 
the Hon’ble the Finance. Member what has ac tually Wn done. 


Tht Nmi’IM# Mr. A. MARRs Mr. President, 8ir, this is a matter 
which has come up repeatedly since those taxation Bills went 
through. 1 admit at once that when these taxation Bills were before 
this House Sir John Kerr, the then Finance Member, hojHid to be 
able to advise Government to allot a certain amount, not the whole, 
as the mover has said, of the proceeds from these taxation* Bills to 
the transferred departments. My recollection is that a crore ol 
rupees of increased taxation was wanted to meet expenditure and that 
we anticipated that the increased taxation would give us about Rs. 1 
crore and 40 lakhs. Sir John Kerr hoped to be able to advise Gov- 
Omment to allot the extra Rs. 40 lakhs to transferred departments — I 
am still speaking from memory — after that it was found that our 
anticipations could not be realised. There was a slump in trade, 
revenue under different heads also went down, and we had to go in 
for severe retrenchment. In view of all these circumstances, Gov- 
ernment found that they were not able to give to transferred depart- 
ments what they had hoped to give. The position is still the same, 
nnd all we can do is to wait for a revised financial settlement, 
Until that time comes, we must continue on the same basis as we ere 
4t present. 

With theee words, I oppose the motion. 
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3-30 p.m. 

The motion of Srijnt Taraknatb Miikerjea wa8 tben put and E 
diviRion taken with tbe following result: — 


AYet. 


Aftliarjyi Clwiitfhurl, Maliaraja thaslil 
fCaata. 

Afial, Maalvi tyM MulMiiimatf. 

Aamiitff Klian taliMiir Maulvl EmaaiiitfiR. 
Atiqwliali, Mr. Sytd Mtf. 
aaaNii, tabu RaaMt Cbaadra. 

•aiwriaa, Saba yraaia tb a Natb. 
baatf labM iajay Kriabna. 

Obahrab«irtty, tabu Jatinbra Natb. 
Obafcravarti, tabu 4aata«ra Cbatiara. 
ObattarjM, trijat aijay Kaaiar. 
Cbaabbarif Maaivi Naral Nua. 

Oatuii laba Abbli CbaMra. 

Oattf baba tarai Kuaiar. 
bafifuly, baba Kbafanara Natb. 
bbaaa, baba AaMuwidra Nath, 
bbaab Maailk, Mr. tatytmira ebanbra. 
Obafnavi, AlbabJ Sir Abdalfcarim. 

Quota, M*'. ObafiHra. 

Habua, Kban bababar Maaivi Atltah 
Nbbiia. Kafi Imbadui. 
tCariin, Maaivi Abbal. 

Kbaa, Kbaa tabib Maaivi Maattam Ali. 
Kbaa, Maaivi Taaiiiabbia. 


Kbaa, Mr. Naaaar babawa 
MaHi, baba Mabaabra Natb. 

Maitra, brijat baoaadra Natb. 

Makarjaa, Arijat Tarakaath. 

Nanby» Mabaraj K yar t riv Obaabra. 

•*ai CiiKMibbara, Mr. Naajit 
Rabaiaa, Maaivi Aiiiar. 
babaiaa, Maaivi tbaoMar-. 
baaf, Maaivi tyab Abbar. 

Ray, baba N ag va bra Narayaa. 

Ray, Dr. Kaaiab laakar, 

Ray, frilat Rabba OaMnba. 

Ray, baba Maaawtba Natb. 

Ray, Or. blbbaa Cbaabra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Ray Ohaabbari, Ral bababar Satytabra 
Natb. 

tarkar, baba Nalibiranjan. 
ban, triJut Nafanbra Nath. 

•ail Quota, Mr. J. M. 

•ibba. Raja bababar bbupabbra 
Narayan, at Naabloar. 


NOfS. 


Ab baaw WHMaiaa, Mr. c. 
biair, Mr. J. R. 

Oaaaalla, Mr. A. 

Obaabbari, tba Nab*bla Naaab bababar 
•aiyib Nawab Ali, Kbaa bababar, 
Oiafb, Mr. I. A. 

Caban, Mr. O. J. 

Oaab, Mr. A. 4. 

Dr a i bia aw b , Mr. 4, 0. 

Obaaa, Mr. M. C. 
baba, Mr. 0. N. 

Nobb, Mr. b. f. 

Nab Kban bababar Maaivi Ekramul. 
Naatbiii, Maaivi Latafat. 
bwiklm^ Dr. W, A. 

Uiab, Mr. T. 

Marr, tba Han*blv Mr. A. 


MaClaakia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tba Nan 1*1# air Oravaab Cbaabar. 
Mabarly, tba Han*bla Mr. A. N. 

Obllto, Mr. 4, >. 
bbllpat, Mr. N. C. V. 

Orantiaa, Mr. W. O. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray Cbaabbari, Mr. K. C. 

Raaa, Mr. 0. F. 

Ray, Mr. bijay Fraaab Sincb. 
tarkar, Rai tabib Rabati Maban. 
talaiman, Maaivi Mabammab. 
ttaoiatan, Mr. H. E. 

Tata, Majar banaral babfray. 

Tbamaa, Mr. N. W. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Warbtwortb, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 45 and tbe Noes 3^1, tbe motion was carried. 

Mr. PREtIDENT: Tbe maximum time limit for ibis demand 
has been reached and I would now put tbe original demand to Tote. 

The time-limit under tbe bead ** 7. — Stamps having reached the 

following motii]^ was not put: — 

MDMivi AilMUDOlN AHAMADs That tbe demand of Rs. 8,47,00D 
under the bead ‘ 7. — Stamps (Reserved) * be reduced by Re. 1 (to 
ditouss tbe policy of Government in increasing tbe value of Stamps). 
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Ih# motion tliat a »am of R«. 8,47,000, as amondod by Oounoll^ 
be gtanted for expenditure under the bead ** 7. — Stamps was tban 
put and agreed to. 

I.— Pomts and 8A.— Fortili--€i|iitil Outlay ahargad ta Raaantia. 

Tha Han’bla Nawab Bahadur 8 At YID NAWAB ALI OHAUDHURI. 
Khan BahadUfi af Dhanbari: On the ret ommendation of His Excellency 
the Governor, I beg to move that the sum of Its. 0,86,CKKI be granted 
for expenditure under the heads *‘8. — Forests" and ‘‘HA.- Forests 
— Capital Outlay charged to Revenue.’’ 

The demand under head “ 8 ” is considerably less than the sums 
voted b\’ the Council for 1927-28 and 1928-29. There is scune increase 
this year due to normal and unavoidable expenditure under the head 
“ Establishment ” — for instance, increases due to increments. There 
is no provision for increase in permanent staff. The estiinute for con- 
servancy and works shows n decrease. It includes i»rovision for 
Rs. 13,(190 on account (d khedda operations which will be profitable — 
otherwise it provides only for normal requirements. 

The total capital expenditure both voted and non-voted is estimated 
at Rs. 1^ lakhs as against Rs. 1} lakhs in the estimate of the current 
year. It provides for comfdetion of works and progress and about 
Rs. 17,000 for new works which do not involve an increase in recurring 
expenditure. 

As land revenue, which is one <d‘ the principal sources of revenue 
in Bengal, is fixed in jierpetuity, in the greater part of the province, 
it is necessary to develop as far as possible the revenue-yielding depart- 
ments like the Forest Department, if the financial situation is to be 
improved. Past records will show that the revenue from forests in 
steadily increasing. The difference between revenue and expenditure 
which in 1883-84 was only Rs. 3-6 lakhs rtise in 1926-27 to Rs. 14*10 
lakhs, that in 1927-28 to Rs. 16*47 lakhs, (^msidering that the total 
expenditure includes both capital and revenue expenditure, the 
financial results are very satisfactory. Increase in expendituie has 
always resulted in sulwtantial increase in revenue; and w'ith Ibis fact 
in view the officers of the department from time to time sugg»^ht schemes 
involving fresh expenditure. Increased revenue in future dc[rends on 
more intensive working which means a gradual but continual increase 
in staff. 

The last ten or twelve years has seen a complete change in forestry 
methods almost throughout the province (exc^t the Sundarbans) 
the introduction of the taungya system/' that is to say, replanting by 
means of field crops. This means the gradual replacement of our natural 
forests by pure plantations of valuable species. Owing to mixture of 
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of varying qualities and uses, the fo^ of l^ngal 
ttatural state, as they came under the control of the Forest 
ment originally, ivere veiy uneconomical and difficult to work. Ureat 
improvemeiit-H have resulted from creeper-cutting, fire-protection, and 
the like, but even now the forests which contain a large proportion of 
the n»ost ‘valuable species like sal are not worth more than Rs. 1,000 
on acre. The standing trees in the mixed forests of Jalpaiguri are not 
worth more than Rs. 55 an acre and in the hill forests of Darjeeling 
and Kurseong they are not worth more than Rs. 320 an acre. The idea 
of the Forest Department is to clear-fell every year l/80th or l/40th of 
each forest a(!<*ording as the trees selected as suitable are slonr-growing 
or fast-growing, and to replace them by pure even-aged crops. It is 
estimated that the plantations which have been made during the last 
ten years or so in tlie northern divisions and in Chitta|[fong will be 
worth Rs. 7,000 an acre after 80 years in the case of sal and feale and 
Rs. 2,300 after 40 years in the case of the faster growing species. The 
young trees are sown or planted by the settlers in forest villages, who 
cultivate their own crops for one or two years in the cleared areas and 
in return for this concession, free of rent, look after the young trees. 
The cost works out at Rs. 25 an acre roughly, and this amount with 
compound interest is recovered from the sale of thinnings during the 
first 15 or 2() years in the life of the plantation. If funds are forth- 
coming this system which produces revenue for Government as well as 
a livelihiHul for a large number of families by cultivation and other 
forest work will be extended — on the other hand if funds are not avail- 
able for planting felled <»ver areas no fellings can be mmie and both 
Government and the <*ultivators suffer. 


The Conservator estimates that an area of 5 scjuare miles which has 
been planted with sal will be worth at maturity no less than 224 lakhs 
of rupees. It is true the cost up to date amounts to about Rs. H 
lakhs, but this outlay will be recovered with compound interest long 
before the crop matures. If the growth of bamboo can be developed 
on similar lines in the less accessible forests, the increase in value 
will be even more striking. From the above it will be seen that 
although forests are already making a useful contribution to the 
revenues of Bengal work now being done will give our forests greatly 
enhanced value in the future. Immediate receipts can be increased 
by judicious expenditure. 

A scheme for the reorganisation of the odministration of the Sundar- 
bans Division has been approved by Government, but unfortunately 
owing to financial stringency it has not been possible to allocate funds 
this year. 

The situation has teached a crisis. The present system of uncon* 
trolled fellings should not be allowed to continue. Two important 
apecies haen and valuable for match-making and fuel, have 
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bein 'lieaidly ovwcut, and restrictions should he introduced in order 4© 
maii^in suppliee for future years. This Division supplies one^thinl 
of the forest revenue of the province. Receipts have fallen by Rs, li 
lakh this year and necessary restrictions must mean a further fall of 
Rs. i lakhs. 

3-45 p.m. 

By the introduction of the range scheme receipts can be maintained 
at the present level. The cost is approximately Hs. | lakh capital ctwt 
for new boats and Rs. i lakh recurring charges. It will be necessary tfi 
carry out ihe scheme as soon as financial conditions render it nossihle. 

The projwsal for the formation of a Silvicultural Division is also 
under consideration. Considerable pmgress has been made in silvi- 
cultural research, and results of experiments carried out during the 
past three years have been instrumental in saving money in the forma- 
tion of plantations and increasing the value of the existing forests* 
The problems awaiting solution are t<M) numerous to detail; each 
Division presents many 8ubje<ts for silvicultural research. In a pro- 
vince which relies on restocking its forests by artificial means, a special 
branch to deal with such matters is essential and the formation of a 
silvicultural division in Bengal is indicated. 

An increase in the staff of ministerial officers is also urgently re<iuired. 
The forest revenue of the Presidency has steadily increased from 
Rs. 19,55,000 in 1918-19 to Rs. 33,49,480 in 1927-2B-^ 

Mautvi NURUL NUQ CHAUDHUIII: On a point of information. 
Sir. Is the Hon’ble Meml)er to take up the best j)ortion of the time 
which is allotted for the discussion of the demand under the head 
9. — Registration.” 

Mr. PRESiDEHT: That ix absolutely frivoloua- l do nut like eucJt 
interference on your part. 

Tk. Hon'Mc Namb Balwdur SAI YiD NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
KhM BiBiMkir, tf DhmbMl: The exj>€nditnTe has increased from 
Rs. 11,22,003 to Rs. 17,02,072. 

The khedda operations which are being conducted by the- Forest 
Department are proving remunerative. In 1927-28 the operations in the 
Buxa Divisions resulted in a net profit of Rs. 5,048 and in the Chitta- 
gong Hill Tracts in Rs. 14,401. 

MlNlti TAMIZUODIN KHAN: I beg that the demand of 
Rs. 4,24,000 under the head ** 8B. — Forests — Establishments ” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. (Paucity of l{<»slems in Forest establishment). 

As I raised the question last year, I do not wish to make a speech 
this year. I would only ask two questions of the HoD*ble Member. 
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First of all why there are so few Indians in the Forest Services and 
secondly why the number of Muhammadans is so small F These are the 
two questions which I ask the Hon’ble Member. 

ThE Hofi’Mi Nawab tahachir tAI YID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahaduri ol Dhanbaris Sir, as regards the number of Muham* 
madans employed in the Forest Divisions in Bengal, they are as 
follows: In the Imperial Forest Service, there are 16 Europeans, 5 
Hindus and 2 Muhammadans. Of the last 8 appointments, 7 are Indians 
including 2 Muhammadans. There are 12 officers in the Provincial 
Service, and all of them are Indians. At present there are no Muham- 
madans. It is proposed that in future re(;ruitment will be strictly by 
promotion from Rangers and Deputy Rangers. 

Posts of Rangers and Deputy Rangers are generally filled by promo- 
tion from the grade of Foresters. No communal preference can be 
given in case of promotion. Again the Forest is a technical deport- 
ment. An enquir>^ was made in 1926 and the Oonservator of Forests 
repoi’tefl that Divisional Forest Officers in making api>ointments of 
Foresters gave preference to suibibly qualified Muhammadan candi- 
dates, but that the few who applied for these |>osts were generally 
ill-qualified and that it was irapcrssible to lower the efficiency of the 
service by appointing men who were never likely to be of use. 

As regards forest guards, in Northern Bengal these posts aro 
generally filled by Paharias 

ikNtlvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: AfU>r hearing the Nawab Bahadur 
I beg leave to withdinw my motion. 

ThE Hofi’bIt NawMi Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahaduri of Dhanbari: But, Sir, I have not finished my speech 
yet. 

Mt. PRBilDENT: I think it is ncrt necessurj’ for the Htm’ble Nawab 
Bahadur to p^ceed any further as leave has already been asked by the 
mover to withdraw his motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

BriJlR MACBNDRA NATH BEN: Sir, as Babu Taraknath 
Mukerjea is absent and I have his consent, I ask your permission lo 
move the motion that stands in his name. 

Mr. PREilllENT: It is not always possible for me to allow mem- 
bers to move motions dor members who are absent. There is no reason 
why Balm Taraknath Mukerjea should not be in his seat if he really 
wanted to move his motion. I have seen him here a lew minutes 

ego. 
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•rijMt TARAKNATH MUKIRJIA: That the demand of 
Be. 4,24,000 under the head * 8B. — Foreete — Eetabliahmente * be reduced 
by Be. 1 (to discuss the policy).’* 

The following^ motion was called but not moved : — 


MMivi ASmUOOIN AHAMAD: ’’ That the demand of Rs. 8.71,000 
Binder the head * 8, — Forests (Reserved) * l>e refused.” 


irijMl RADHA GOBINDA RAY: 1 beg- to move that the demand 
of Rs. 8,71,000 under the heiid ‘‘ 8. — Forests (Reserved) ” be reduced 
by Rs. 2,50,000. 

Sir, my reason for moving this motion is verj' simple. Government 
do not even leave the forest trees in order tt> increase their source of 
income. But Goveninient do not care to spend anything on the prime 
necessities of life, namely water-supply to the rural areas. I went 
last year through my native village and saw there the extreme dis- 
tress of water scarcity. The Government which is m^t in a position 
to MUiiply drinking water to a rural jiopulatioii in the hot summer has 
the audacity to spend Rs. 8,71,000 on the Forest Establishment and 
pays more than Rs. 2,000 to the two heads of the depiirtment and 
Rs. 1,000 to ea<‘h of thirty-three officers most of whom are i>ossibly 
Europeans, simply to provide white-skinned officers in the various 
departments, the Forest Dei»aii:ment is being muintaine<l by the Gov- 
ernment. If the Goveinment is sinceiely desirous of helping the p<M>r 
people and administering this country according to the standaids of 
justice and morality, then I think the Hon’ble Memlwr should accept 
our suggestion of retienchment — and T say that a sum of Ils. 2,50,000 
can be retrenched. 

With these words, Sir, I l)eg to move the motion that stands in 
my name. 

Tilt HoA’IHt NiWiBi Bthtdir SAI YIO NAWAB ALI GHAUDHURIt 
Klum Bahailtiry of Ohanliari: Sir the total demand of Rs. 8,71,000 is 
made up of — 

Be. 

(1) Conservancy, maintenance and re- 

generation . . . 4,36,000 

(2) Establishment ... 4,24,000 

^3) Stores ... 12,000 


Total ... 8,71,000 
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airainti Bi. 9, 38,900 and R«. 9, ^,000 voied by ibe Council for the 
above purposes for the years 1928-29 and 1927-28. The next year's 
demand shows a decrease of more than 7 per cent, in the cnlrent 
yi^r's grant. It also shows that every possible attempt has been made 
to keep the expenditure to the minimum. As already stated, any 
further reduction of expenditure will not only adversely affect the 
revenue of the Forest Deportment but will also prejudicially affect 
the already depleted exchequer of the province. 

The motion of Srijut R^idba Gobinda Ray was then put and lost. 

•dha AMARCNDflA NATH CHOfC: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 8,71,000 under the head “8. — Forests (Reserved) " 
be reduced by Rs. 16,000. 

He sjjoke in Bengali, the English translation (.f which is aa 
follows : — 

“ Mr. President, Sir, in bringing forward this motion, it is not 
my object to cause a deadlo<^k in or otherwise impede the administra- 
tion of the department or to criticise that administration as a whole. 
But I take this opportunity to bring to the notice of this Council 
how the Government, by taking in its own hand the management 
of certain fMh42r (forest) have driven thousands of p<H>r people, both 
Hindus and Muhammadans, to rack and ruin. It is my desire to 
seek redress on behalf of those, distressed |)eople. I need not go into 
the matter whether the Government was actuated by a mistaken 
notion of its duty or by the inducement of any interested party. 

Sir, the track of land of whit h I am speaking does not come under 
the category' of pahur or forest. It is a track of jungle occupying 
portions of the Dacca and Mymensingh district^?. It is situat^ on 
a slightly higher level than the adjacent territorv* and is intersected 
by a number of hillcH^ks (tillof) which are known as chain* which 
reach a height of 60 Ui 100 feet, the intervening portions between the 
fillm are known as haid*. These haids are excellent paddy-growing 
lands and the b4st jute in the country known as the hilly jute as well 
as mustard and other seasonal crops are produced on these tUla*. 
Portions of this tract ai'e under jungle and ai'e left for growing *nl 
Ambers. These trees are locally known as gazari, Gazan* are also 
to be found in some of the haid*. The timber forests are in the khas 
possession of the landlords and the arable lands are in possession of 
the tenants. There are thousands of such tenants who have made this 
forest their home for generations together. They are permanently 
settled there enjbying tenancy light from the lands. For the sake of 
convenience I shall chll this tract forest. That portion of it, which 
is within the jurisdiction of Tangail subdivision of the Mymensingh 
district, has three distinct divisions according to pargannas. Joyensaht 
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in At noTtii of wiiicli the Maharaja of Natore, member of this Council,, 
ie An landlord, Kagmari in the middle of which you, Mr. President,, 
and 3 FOur brother and other coosharers are the owners, the Atiagarh in 
the south is the property of Sir A. K. Ghumari, the Nawab Bahadur 
of Dacca, both members of this Council, and the Hon’hle NawaB 
Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, senior Mem* 
ber of the Council and others. The two divisions in the north and 
the middle are managed by the Natore and Santosh Raj state and other 
co>sharer8 and the tenants there are happy and contended. It is in 
the Atia portion of the forest in the south that the condition of the 
tenants is most miserable. The estate of the Nawab of Dhcc^ is now 
under the Court of 'VTarcls and until lately the junior branch of the* 
Karatin estate was also under the same manugenient. The Court of 
Wards manages these two estates and some small shareholders incap» 
able of managing their [Kutions of the forest have transferred to thw 
direct conticd of the Ooveninient. But Sir A. K. (Ihujsnavi and 
several other interested landlords have not Wen consenting [Parties to* 
such transfer. 

Now, Sir, the Government t(K>k up this traiisfened yiortion as pro- 
tected foiest and then de<*lared it as reserved forest. It is the gra- 
dual enforcement of the Forest Act which has made the condition of 
the tenants m<)st critical. Many thousands of them live and have 
their being in the forest and they have n(»thing else to fall hock ui>on. 
The Government, it is true, cannot include in the reserveil forest the- 
lands which tenants (Kcupy of their own right hut has declared as 
reserved those portions only which were in the dlre<*t })(»ssessi(>n of 
the landlords. The result has been that reservwl and tenants' por- 
tions of lands have been interspersed in a hopeless confusion. Tenants*^ 
lands adjoins in all cases the Wundaries <d reserved plots and rice rcr#<i* 
In the altered circumstances and in view of the operations of the Forest 
Act the tenants enjoy their occupancy right only in name. I shull in 
brief refer here a few instances to show the sufferings of the tenants. 
Under the Forest Act the carrying of fire, grazing of cattle and tam- 
pering with even the twig of a tree is punishable. The forest aWmnds 
with wild animals including leopards and tigers. They often play 
havock with crops and cattle. Not to speak of killi^ig these enemies 
the tenants have no means of defending themselves and prr>tecting 
cattle and crops from the depredations of these animals. The guns for 
which the local people pfsssessed licence have all been taken away 
Irrmi them. 

Not only this, the raiyats are subjected to another form of tyranny. 
The forest guards control the communication in the forest which in 
used by the people few their own movements and for the transit of their 
produce and I am aware that they receive anything but gentle treab- 
Mnt £roa ibe guardians of ike forest. There have been instances, X 
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Mm sorry to say, in which dolies carrying pnrdidi ** lading warn 
•detained in the hatchery. These guards are low paid men. It may be 
imagined easily what tempts them to take up the work in such perilous 
{daces infested with wild beasts. It is out of the question to bring 
these grievances of the raiyats to the notice of the authority and get 
iedress. 

The raiyats, unable to put up with these and other hardships, are 
in large numbers migrating to the jungles of Assam leaving the 
4iomes and hearths of their ancestors. 

Sir, I should take here another potent factor of friction between 
the raiyats and the forest guards. Under the new Tenancy Act the 
raiyats enjoy certain privileges such as the cutting of trees which 
were hithertf) denied to them. And it may be taken for granted that 
they will be left to the mercy of the forest gruards and forest officers 
whenever they exercise their newly acquired rights. To me it seems, 
'Sir, that the raiyats could have resigned themselves to their lot if 
the entire forest would have been declared a reserved forest. But in 
the present state of affairs the whole forest is likely t 4 > he turned into 
a reserved forest to all intents and purposes by driring out the tenants 
thereupon without apf>arently infringing the law. 

I shall now give only one instance of how the operations of the 
I*orest Act effect the tenants down in the low lands to the west of the 
reserved forest. The low-lying lands are under water about six mouths 
•in the year and under cultivation during the other half. During the 
Tams they herd their cattle on the high lands which are now reserved. 
Now it has liecome a serious ja-oblem with these people U> find ii 
pasture ground. 

Now, Sir, I shall try to sh(»w how this new policy of the Govern- 
ment is vitiated in law. The Government had the consent of the 
landlords to treat the forest ns protected forest. Some of these land- 
lords have not agreed to convert their rights into those of reserved 
forests with the result that the Government, I believe, have not the 
requisite numWr of landlords to agree to the new proposar. In the 
second place, the legid agreement between the landlords and the 
Ooveniment has niJi been completed. But that did not deter the 
tiovemment fn>m constructing settlement offices for the purpose of 
•carrying on the management. Sir, I have in my possession the legal 
opinion given over the signature of the Hon’ble Sir Provasb Hitter 
while a practising lawyer declaring the action of the Government as 
illegal. This opinion was endors^ by Mr. Fai-ul Huq, who is a 
member of this Council, who appeared on behalf of the aggrieved 
tenants when cases were institute against them for the purposes uf 
•acquisition hy the Government as a protected or reserved forest the 
•consent of two-thirds of ithe proprietors is necessary. Seven aanas* 
ahare of the forest in question belong to the Nawab of Dacca in his 
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^apAcity :^ a muUoali. It is said that ths consent in his case was 
obtained dnnng his absence from his constituted attorney the General 
dana^r of the Wakf Estate, but such power was not relegated to 
lim under the power of attorney. In many cases the raiyats have 
^pfdied for inspection of the documents cimoemed with a view to 
ascertaining the fact. There is also a declaratory suit pending in the 
)ourt of Subordinate Judge of Mymensingh in which the validity of 
;he sanction has been called in question. The fact remains that no 
luch documents have so far been produced or any statement made cm 
)ehalf of the Government in this connection. I shall leave it to my 
riend Maulvi Nurul Huq Cliaudhuri to deal with further illegalities 
md irregularities of this matter in moving the token cut that stands 
n his name. 

Sir, the Government be no respecter of persons. Prince and pea^ 
lant should receive an e<]uitahle treatment in its hands. The Govern- 
nent cannot overlook the interest of thousands of tenants for the sake 
>f a few incompetent landlonls who ctinnoi manage their own affairs, 
sannot even profit by the examples of neighbouring zamindars. Sir, 
he Hon’ble Nawah Bahadur Saiyid Nawah Ali (^audhuri is in charge 
>f the entire forest administration of the province. I can well imagine 
low that administration W(.uld fare in the hands of one who cannot 
in)tect his own interest in a small jxniion of the forest. His action 
letrays his own incompetence and it is no impei*tinence to ask him to 
)e relieved (if the resjionsihilities of his present offi(*e. 

Sir, the Hon’hle Nawah Bahadur may not occupy the highest 
K>sition hut he as senior Member of the f’ouncil is ou the second rung 
if the bureaucratic ladder. He is the leader of the House and 
indoubtedly holds great influenie with the Goveniment. I know that 
n moving the reduction in opp)siti(ai to the Nawah Sahih 1 have to 
ake my stand against heavy odds. But, Rir, I take my stand on the 
ustice of my cause — a cause which knows no particular creed or coro- 
nunity. I take my stand to protect the interests of both Hindu and 
Ifussalman. I appeal in the name of the oppressed tenants of Atia, 

’ appeal to the humanity of hon’hle meraWrs of this Oouncil to sup- 
port my motion. 

Sir, I want to make it clear that my proposal for the reduction of 
prant by Rs. 15,000 is intended to reject the voted grant necessary 
or the Reserved Forest staff of Atia hut which is not separately shown 
n the budget. In reply to my question in the last session of Council 
ihe Government stated that the expenditure under this bead amounted 

0 Bs. 27,000 but no figures were shown to denote the voted and non- 
mted grant. I have therefore moved the reduction of Rs. 15,000 in 

1 lump to cover the rejection of the whole of the voted grants for the 
^penditure earmarked for the Atia Pahof. Before I conclude, Bir, 



in 


SEMAIfBS FOB GBABT8. 


[ 19 th MiA, 


I Mmri with ihe responsibility of my position that ewy word I haWi 
stated will be found to be true on an independent and impartial inquiry 
int^> the matter. 

Mr. FRCilDENT: Maulvi Nurul Huq Chaudburi, would you like 
to move your motion when your time comes or would you support thi« 
motion and not move yours P These are almost identical. 

Maaivi NURUL HUQ GHAUDHURIs I propose to support this 
motion. My friend, Babu Amarendra Nath Qbose, has given a vivid 
picture of the sufferings of the people of the Atia parganah. NoW 
the question is who is responsible for the calamity that has fallen oh 
such a large population P There is one answer to the question and 
that is, it is the policy of the Government. I’here was no interest 
of the Government involved in this matter. The Government did not 
interfere in the management of the Atia pargana in defence of law 
and order. Government did not go there for the protection of their 
own interests or the public interest of tbe country. Tbe Government 
interfered at the instance and the instigation of some managers of the 
Gourt of Wards. It is not my intention to give you a description of 
the country in which the utmost severity of the forest laws has been 
applied by Government. My friend, Babu Amarendra Nath Ghose, has 
told you that it is a tract of country inhabited by one hundred 
thousand people and it extends over an area of 102 square miles in 
the subdivision of Tangail, but 1 want to supplement some of the 
information that my friend has given to the Council and on the basis 
of that information I shall ask for the judgment of the House — a 
judgment which I hope the Council will express in uneijuivocal terms. 
The declaration against which we are complaining was made in 1927, 
that is 14 years after the final publication of the settlement records 
of that jiurgana. Ixing before the settlement operations commenced 
this tract of country began to W settled by the inhabitants of the 
contiguous area on the invitation of the zainindars. I will quote one 
passage from the report of the District Settlement : “ In the Atia 
portion of this area cultivation is extending so rapidly that except for 
a portion that? is t«terved, there are very few tilla^ uncleared.” This 
was written in 1913 and 14 years after Government made a declaration 
that it was a leserved forest on the basis of the old settlement. In 
the year 1927 when Government had to make the declaration it accepted 
the record-of. rights prejmred in 1913 as correct and acquired all thow 
plots which were shown in the settlement records of 1913 as being in 
khu possession of the samindars. What happened was this: Within 
these 14 years almost the entire area was brought under cultivation 
and tillage by the^tenants who have thus acquired tenancy rights by 
immemorial custom an^* pra<*tice of jungle cultivatiwi. That practice 
1 need hardly remind the House is this : That as soon as a raiyat enters 
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upon « and mates clealhuice of tlie place lie a^niied tenancy 
*igiits ai^ the samindar is entitled to rent accordingt to the prevailing 
rates and periodical surveys were made by the Eamindar to assess Ihe 
rent. 

1-15 p.m. 

This was, as a matter of fact, the practice followed by the 
^mindars up till the year 19C7, but unfortunately for the tenants, 
Detween the years 1918 and 1927, there was a series of iiti|;ations 
jetween the Court of Wards and the tenants. The Court of Wards 
ras tempted to claim the yajari tree^ as the bustard gals are called 
)ec-ause these trees bad acquired an economic* value in the meantime 
exceeding the rent payable by the tenants for the same plot of land. 
The tenants who had brought the lands partially under cultivation 
I'ere involved in litigation with the Court of Wards, both in the civil 
ind the criminal coiiits. In all these litigations the tenants had 
iniformly succeeded against the Court of Wards. The courts of law 
leld that the tenants had a right to the //o/an trees in all those places 
rhere the land was partially cleared. Those plots are known in the 
ocality as baje^f/arh. As a last recourse, the managers of the Court 
>f Wards estates and of some other estates in MytuAisingk applied 

0 the Government to enforce the Forest Act in the loc'ality. This 
vas done, I would remind the House, after they were defeated in the 
■ourts of law. There were some zuniindars whc» acknowledged their 
►bligation to the tenants, not because of the relationship that should 
xist between a Kuminclai and his tenants, but l)ec*ouse of the fact that 
t was at their invitation that the tenants had c*oine and settled on the 
ands. These zumindars raised an ineffec tual protest against the action 
>f the Government. I must here mention the names of some of these 
;amindars — names which are known all over Bengal. They are Maulvi 
^ajid Ali Khan Pani of Karotia and Sir Abdelkeriiii GhuBnavi. the 
atter of whom is a meml)er of this House. Both of them resisted the 
ittempt of the managers of Court of Wards estates to have these lands 
leclared as forest. This applic^ation has a special significancre and 
his is due to the fact that under the Act forest laws are not ordinarily 
ipplieable to private lands. But there is one section of the Forest 
let, vix., section 38, which enables the owners or at least two-tbirds 

1 the owners of fhe land to apply to Government to have that land 

leclared as forest. This Wtion was the basis of the right of Govem- 
aent to declare that tract as forest, and so an application was pre- 
eated to Government under that section. This application purports 
o have been signed by twevthirds of the owners of the lands. Rome 
[aestions regarding this matter were put in this Council 

[At 4-20 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayers and it re- 
Memhied at 4-30 p.m. 3 
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Mr* FR Eli DENT: Order, order. I had better tell the House that 
the guillotine would fall on the diecuseion of this demand for grant 
at 10 minutes to 5 p.m. 

MftUlvi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Sir, I was speaking of the 
application under section 38, which was the foundation stone — as it 
were the title deed — of the Government’s right to interfere. That 
section requires that at least two-thirds of the owners should make an 
application in writing and should testify their consent by their signa- 
ture. A question was put in this Council by my friend Babu Amar- 
endra Nath Ghose, in which he had asked for informations about the 
names of the landlords and the i)er8on8 who had made the appli- 
cation. In answer to this question, the Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur 
gave a long list of names of the persons who had made the apjdication. 
I would ask the Council remember particularly this fact. Babu 
Amarendra Nath Ghose asked for the names of the proprietors, but 
what was the answer.^ In the answer, the first name given was 
** Diuxu Nawab’s estate.” This is the name of an estate and not of 
a ” proprietor.” The second name given was the g^eneral manager 
of the Karotia Wards estate. The third name was the general 
manager of another wards estate. Now, the Dacca Nawab’s estate, 
which is ^responsible for nearly 7 annas of the whole of this tract of 
land according to the reply of the Government, is represented by about 
30 or 40 proprietors, and one of them, the Nawab of Dm'ca, owns 
about 6 annas share of a certain iuvci in his mittxrali right. The 
manager of the Court of Wards was at that time acting as an ordinary 
manager of the Nawab’s ivuhf estate. He was not the man who was 
entitled to make any application under section 38 , but still it is this 
manager — an ordinary manager, not even a manager of the Court of 
Wards — who signed for the Nawab in that application. As regards 
the managers under Coui-t of Wards, their powers are defined in the 
Court of Wards Act, which are strictly limited. They have no right 
whatsoever to make an a]>plication under sec tion 38. It is the Board 
of Kevenue alone who might upjdy to Government under section 38. 
The application wfs not signed by the Board of Revenue authorities 
on behalf of the Court of Wards estates, llie names of the other 
Iversons who joined in that application are given in the list. In the 
list you will find the name of Babu Sankar Nath Ray, minor, repre- 
sented by his natural guardian the mother. It was not even the mother 
who signed the application, but her attorney. Now, the power of a 
guardian is defined in the Guardian and Wards Act. A guardian 
cannot permanently alienate or divest himself or herself of the estate 
of the minor. Still, it was the signature of this attorney which was 
accepted by Government as conclusive for the purpose of an applica- 
tion under section 38. Sometime ago I drew the attention of the 
Government to this aspect of the question in my starred question No. 
58. The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur had no more infonaaiitm to give 
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than tlMt the OoTernment wae not aware whether these agents and 
4ittom«y« bad any actual authority to sign on behalf of the proprietor!. 

Sir, I had the advantage of seeing a copy of this application, which, 
was produced before me by one of the owners^ and I can say that 
the names given therein do not justify a declaration, under section 38. 
This document was called for from Government in connection with 
some litigation which took place between the tenants and the Forest 
Department. But what did the tiovernment doP They kept back 
the document. 1 challenge the Government to j)roduce that docu- 
ment, and I shall j)rove that it is not worth the paj>er on which it ia 
written. I can convince the Hon’ble Member in 5 minutes that thia 
is not an application under section Ji8. Yet the Government purport- 
ing to derive their authority from a document which has no legal 
sanction behind it» declared this tract of land as a reserve forest. 
8o much for the “ declaration.’’ 

Now, what happened after the declaration? Government let l(K)8e 
their minions — hundreds of them— upon the people on that tract of 
land, and began to commit in the name of law and order all sorts of 
oppressions (m the p(K)r tenants. TBe very first act which Government 

— and for which the responsibility lies on the District Magistrate 
and his Subdivisional Officers — ^was to call the principal tenant# at 
a huge meeting under the presidency of the District Magistrate and 
attended by the subordinate magistracy and the Forest Officer. 
Some printed leaflets were distributed amongst the tenants warning 
them to trust the Government, as Governmenl was their benefw'tor, 
their father and their mother, etc., and not to place any trust in thr 
raiyats’ association or $am%ti which was started to protect the interest# 
of the raiyats. This manceuvre succeeded for some time, but when 
the oppression continued, the tenants I’allied round the mmiU m 
asswiation of raiyats. The executive authority next took measuies to 
break up the association. They instituted prweeding under se<tion 
107, Criminal Procedure Code, against the office bearers of the associa- 
tion. This was done after the case against the de< laration of Govern- 
ment under gei*tion 38 was decided by the Hon’ble the High C’ourt to 
the effect that the declaration was illegal and uiira riret. In spite 
of this judgment of the High Court, the local officers of Government 
instituted proceeding against the office bearers under section 107. 
For what offence or contemplated offence were these proceedings insti- 
tuted? For the alleged offence of obstructing Forest Officer! in their 
duties and for the alleged offence of making the adminiitraticm of the 
fore!t impossible. As is always the case in this country when both^ 
the judge and the prt^ecutor were c<Imbined in the same person, the- 
proceeding ended in an order declaring the association to be illegaK 
lie matter was taken cm appeal to the District Judge, but by that 
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^1110 tke power o! resistance of the tenants was broken^ and 00 the 
:| 0 iiants could not come up before the High Court for a revision of the 
District Judge’s order. 

Sir, I ask this House to understand the full implication of this 
measure. The tenants formed an association for the protection of 
their own interests. The law of the land gives ample power to any 
body of persons to fonii associations. It is one of the fundamental 
rights of the citizens^ but the right was denied to the tenants for the 
.simple reason that they were uneducated and poor. After this, there 
begun u series of oppressions and cruelties of which a vivid story has 
been given by my friend Babu Amarendra Nath Gbose. I do not wish 
to cover the same ground over again, but I will tell the House some 
of the latest incidents of this tragedy. Every man has a right of 
appeal to Government if he is dissatisfied with the orders of a Forest 
‘Officer. When the tenants found that the lands upon which they had 
built their homesteads and which they had been cultivating had been 
♦declared as ** forest,” they came up to (lovernment in appeal against 
the orders of the Im-al Forest Officers, and as a test case they preferred 
three applications to Government setting forth their case. I under- 
t(K>k to prove to Government on behalf of the tenants that between the 
•date of the settlement and date of the declaration of the tract of land 
as forest, the tenants had acquired tenancy rights in their lands, and 
that they had received huj{u.ninamas from the zamindars and paid 
rents for which they received rent receipts in many cu.ses. 

(Here the member having reached his time-limit resumed his 
tseat.) 

4-46 p.m, 

AttiidJ Sir ASDELKCRIM CHUINAVI: 1 would like, with 
your [>ermission, to speak for about 5 or 6 minutes. 

Mr. FREilDENT: I can give you only a couple of minutes, as 
the time allotted for the discussion of this head will be reached at 
10 minutes to 5. The Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department 
•concerned should be given a chance to reply. 

AlllidJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Sir, I rise to support 
the motion criticising and expressing disapproval of the management 
of the Atia forests by Government. 

1 wish to preface my remarks by saying that 1 can claim to speak 
with some authority and knowledge on the subject of the Atia forests 
for two reasons, riz,, that I have just come back after an extensive 
tour of those forests and secondly I happen to be one of the pro- 
prietors of those forests. The Dacca Nawab's family are now div^ed 
euid sub-divided into 50 or more co-sharers and therefore leaving tkeiH 
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aside, the largest proprietor is Mr. Wajid Ali Khan Pani of Karotia, 
who SB the premier Moslem landlord of East Bengal and my humble 
self holds the next biggest share. 

The Atia foi’ests are a very valuable property belonging to the 
Atia samindars and these forests are divided into two distinct classes. 
viz., one class known as Araipara Chakra, where there is an uni- 
formity of shares amongst all the co-sharers. The 8e<*ond portion 
consists of a large number of forests, whei-e the Atia lamindara 
possess many varied shaves running into deidmals and fractions and 
where some titles are also disputed. 

Now, Sir, since a number of years passed thefts on a large scale 
of valuable timber had been going on and while Mr. Meyer was the 
Manager of the Dacca Nawab Estate he consulted me on the subjecrt 
and asked me whether I could jiersiiude the Government to help us 
in the matter. I consulted the then MeniWr of the Board of Revenue, 
:the late Sir Stevenson-Moore, who suggested that Government might 
lend us a capable officer from the Forest Department with whose help 
the proprietors thenuselves might draw up a scheme, constitute a 
tlxiard from among themselves and take measures for the better managw- 
mieiit and protection of these forests. Before however this suggestion 
could he put into effect the local agent at Atia of the Dacca Nawab’s 
•estate, who was a man of considerable tact and experience and who 
had been there for well nigh 20 years and who had made himself 
tthoroughly jwpular and agreeable to all the other co-sharers, wa« 
replaced by the present incumbent, one Satis Chandra Bhattacharjee. 
isince his advent some years ago, he has made hTmself thoroughly 
•disagreeable both to the co-sharer proprietors and the tenants and 
meanwhile Mr. Meyer was replaced by Mr. Pinnell. 

The old idea was abandoned and the present agent of the Nawab 
•estates in Atia started the idea of making over the foiests to Govern- 
ment for management. Now the members of the Nawab family 
Ibetween themselves possess some 6^ annas’ share in the Atia forests 
:and it was a question of merely canvassing and persuading proprietors 
bolding 2| annas’ more share in the Atia forests to join an application 
U) Government, so that the f(»rests may he taken over under section 
^ of the Forest Act. 

Thus, if two-thirds of the co-sharers apply, the Government are 
in a {Kwitioii to disregard the wishes of the remaining one-third. 
A petition purjmrting to be signed by two-thirds co-sharers was filed 
nnd without satisfying the other pnivisions of the section, viz., that 
there should be an agreement showing the terms which may mutually 
be agreed upon. Government was rushed into issuing a notification 
declaring that the mausas, villages and plots of land of certain 
schedules were declared as reserved. 


12 
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From the very beginaing I have been entirely opposed to t&e 
scheme, hretly, because it was financially unsound; secondly, because 
forests^ where the Atia zamindars did not possess uniform shares 
having been amalgamated with the Araipara Chakra, it would be 
difficult, nay imi)ossible, to allot both expenditure as well as profit; 
thirdly, as the Bhowal and Talpabad estates had not joined, the 
administration would be mfaeoiiitely top heavy ; and fourthly, because 
it would neither be profitable to Government nor to the proprietors 
nor to the tenants on whom on the other hand a great deal of oppres- 
sion might be perpetrated in the process. I shall explain later on 
how it is impossible to avoid the oppression to which I am referring. 

Now, Sir, the good Mr. Pinnell spent the best portion of 4 hours 
in 1924 in trying to f)ersuade me to see the advantage of this wonder- 
ful iM^heme. But unfortunately or fortunately 1 have remained un- 
convinced up to the present time and not only myself but more than 
one-third co-sharers including Mr. Pani, the biggest single co-sharer,, 
have times without number, now declared themselves against the 
scheme and they are opposed to making over their shares to Govern- 
ment for management. 

It was only in last August that an attempt was made by the 
Forest Department by holding a meeting at Tangail and getting the 
Collector to preside, to persuade at least two-thirds of the co-sharers 
to commit themselves to an agreement. This meeting ended more or 
less in a fiasco. The attempt was rej>eated in February last at another 
meeting held in Tangail and this time the Commissioner was made 
to preside. At that meeting it was clearly discovered that co-sharera 
holding more than one-third shares in the forests were opposed to 
the management of these forests by Government. Ignoring the 
results of these conferences and os well as the letters addressed by 
the Manager of Mr. Pani pointing out what the real facts were,. 
attemi>t is still being made to inveigle the unwilling zamindars into 
an agreement for at least ten years in order to satisfy the provisions 
of se<'tion of the Forest Act as well as to save the prestige of 
Mr. Pinnell. Mr. Pinnell has gone a step further by addressing a 
circular letter to the managers of the zamindars who are opposed 
to this management by raising before them the bogey of the new 
Tenancy Act as regards cutting of trees where a right has been con- 
ferred and rightly conferred on the unfortunate tenants and by meana 
of this bogey be is trying to stampede the objecting co-sharers into* 
his fold. 

I pause to ask who is responsible for bringing Government into 
the position which can only be described as false. The answer is 
that the Atia agent of the Nawab of Dacca has misled Mr. Piimelh 
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and tke latter in his turn has brought about this impMMse. I wish 
to make it perfectly clear that Government have been drawn into 
this against their better judgment. I discussed this question with 
Mr. Sachse and Mr. Nelson who, after hearing me, said that the only 
course for Goveniment was an honourable retreat. 

I shall now go back to the question of the schedules and describe 
how oppression is being caused and cannot be avoided. The schedules 
are supposed to have Wen prepared or at least carefully checked by 
the Collector’s office but nothing of the kind was done. The schetlules 
that were notified were merely those that were prepared by the 
Nawab’s agent and so it is a case of ‘Mhe voice of Jacob, but the 
hand of Esau.” These include even manias, villages and plots of 
land where the proprietors alleged to have signed the first petition 
did not possess an aggregate of two-thirds shares. Thus an attempt 
is being made to disregard the rights and titles even of those co- 
sharers whose alleged signatures <ir assent were not obtained in the 
first j>etition. 


Now settlement oi)erations took place some l(i years ago. Since* 
then thousands and thousands of raiyuts have settled in these forests, 
have built their hearths and homes and hove been all these years 
rightly or wrongly living thei*e j»ea(‘efully. If any of them now 
ventures to cultivate his lands, he is promptly seiied by the myrmidons 
of the Forest Officer, when he is either heavily fined and prosecuted 
or if he is able to well grease their palms, he is let off. 

I therefore appeal to every member of this House, jmrticularly 
to the non-official European members of this Council, to extend 
their sympathy to these unfortunate Wings and prevent them from 
being hounded out from their hearths and homes. 

The Atia lamindars representing more than one-third share*i in- 
these forests passed a resolution at a meeting held only the other day, 
i.e., the 5th of February, 1929, to the effect, viz . — 


Resolved that Goveniment W requested to release the Atia forest# 
fitim their management from the next financial year, i.e., 1st April, 
1929.” 

1 ai^al no less to the Hon’ble MemWr in charge of the Forest 
Department who himself poesesses a share in these forests, to extend 
bis sympathy and fellow feelings to his fellow beings and not attempt 
to perpetrate this injustice any longer. 
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The motion of Babu Amarendra Nath Ghose was then put and 
a division taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


AoAArjya Ohsudliuri, Maliaraia tliaalii 
Kants. 

Afial, Maulvl tyad Muhammad. 

Ahamadi Mauivi Atimiiddin 
Ahamad) Maufvi Kaairuddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maiilvi B madu ddin. 
Aticiullah, Mr. Syad Md. 

BsBthi, Bahtt W am aa Chandra. 

•aaarjaa, Dr. hramathaaath. 

BanarjM, Babu hromatha Nath. 

Baau, Babu taai Sakhar. 

Baaa, Babu Bajay Kriahna. 

Boat, Mr. tubhaa Chandra. 

Ohahrabiirtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chakra varti, Babu Sagindra Chandra. 
Chattarjaa, Sri Jut BiJay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Mauivi Nurul Hug. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Kharahad Alam. 
Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Baa Bupta, Dr. 4, M. 

Otttta, Babu a kbit Chandra. 

Dutt, Babu Baral Kumar. 

Farraatar, Mr. 4. Campbail. 

Fyfa, Mr. 4. N. 

Sanculy, Babu KhagMidra Nath. 

Qhaaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Bhath Maulik, Mr. tatyandra Chandra. 
Bhumavi, AlhadJ Sir Abdalkarim. 

Bardan, Mr. A. D. 

Bupta, Mr. 4acaab Chandra. 

HapBab Khun Bahadur Mauivi AMittl. 
Napua, Kaii Imdadul. 

Nup. Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ikramul. 
Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Abul. 

Khan, Khan tahib Mauivi Muaiiam Ali. 
Khan, Mr. Nauiur Nahman. 


Laird, Mr. N. B. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 

Mafuira, Mr. L. T. 

Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Maitra, triJut dagandra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, trijut Taraknath. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar tria Chandra. 
Naakar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Ordiah, Mr. d. g. 

Fal Chaudhuri, Mr. Nanjit. 

FhNip, Mr. d. V 
Rahim, Sir Abd-ur*. 

Rahman, Mauivi Aaiaur. 

Rahman, Mauivi Shamaur*. 

Rauf, Mauivi tyad Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, trijut Rad ha Babinda. 

Raaa, Mr. 0. F. 

Ray, Dr. Bldhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. BiJay Fraaad tingh. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur tatyandra 
Nath. 

tanyal, Babu taahindra Narayan. 

tarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

tatur, Mr. Abdaal Raiak Hajaa Abdaal. 

tan, trijut Nagandra Nath. 

tan Oupta, Mr. 4, M. 

talaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

tuhrawardy, Mr. h. t. 

Thamaa, Mr. N. W. 

Tha mp aan, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


NOES. 


Addama-Wmhmia, Mr. C. 

Blair, Mr. d. R. 

Caaaalla, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
NahMr Rphman. 

Chaudhurt, tha MdB’hli Nuumb BMadur 
taiyid Nawab AN, Mhan Bahadur, 
Cahan, Mr. D. d. 

Dash, Mr. A. d. 

Drummand, Mr. d. B. 

Qhaaa, Mr. M. C. 

Buha, Mr. F. N. 

Hagg, Mr. B. F. 

Mpaam Navmb MwMuurmf, Khan BMdttr. 


dankina, Dr. W. A. 

Marr, tha Nan'bla Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. t. 

Mittar, tha Han'Ma tir Fravaah Chundar. 
Mabarly, tha Nan'Ma Mr. A. N. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Fhllpat, Mr. H. C. V. 

Frantiaa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray ChaudhuH, Mr. K. C. 
tarkar, Rai tahih Rabat! Mahan, 
tta p la t an, Mr. H. B. 

Tata, Majar Banaral Badfray. 


The Ayes being 71 and the Noes 25, the following motion was 
carried : — 

" That th. daniMid of R«. 8,71,000 under the head ‘ 8.— Fonato 
(Reaerved) ’ be reduced by Ra. 15,000 (eo aa to refuse the ezpenditufe 
for the Atia Pahar in the Tanfrail aubdivieion).” 
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The time-limit under the head “ 8. — Foreste ** having reached the 
following motions were not put : — 


Miylvi 8HAM8UR-RAHMAN: That the demand of Rs. 8,71,000 
under the head ' 8.- Forests ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (on the ground 
that the permit fee has been raised so high that it has seriously 
affected the poorer j»eople).” 

8HJ11I NAGENORA NATH tEN: That the demand of 

Ra. 8,71,000 under the head ‘ 8. — Foreste * he rwluced by Re. 100 
(on the ground that the fees have l>een inci-eased and the laws are 
very rigorously and unsympathetically applied.)” 

8rijlit NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: That the demand of 

Rs. 8,71,000 under the head ‘ 8. -Forests ' be reduced by Rs. 50 (to 
draw attention to the fact that the number of Indian Imperial Service 
officers in the department is veiy* small). 


Maifivi A8IMUDOIN AH AM AD: ** That the demand of lU. 8,71,000 
under the head ‘ 8. -Forests ’ l>e reduced by Rs. 2 (to discuss the 
general policy).” 

8rijut NAGENDRA NATH 8EN ami MauUi 8HAM8UR- 
RAHMAN: ‘‘ That the demand of Rs. 8,71,000 under the head ‘ 8. -- 
Forests ’ l>e reduced by Re. 1 (to draw the urgent ne<’essity of having 
an up-to-date College of Forestry in Bengal).” 


Mauivi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 8,71,000 under the head ‘8.— Forests* be reducwl by Re. 1 (to 
criticise and express disapproval of the action of the Government and 
the policy underlying the declaration of parts of Atia pargana as a 
forest under the management of 0<»vernment in the interest of some 
private persons and to draw attention to the hardships it has created 
to the large population of tenants residing in the pnK'laimed area). 

8H]lil RADHA GOBINDA RAY: ** That the demand of 
Be. 1,15,000 under the head ‘ 8 A. —Forests— Capital outlay charged to 
revenue (Reserved) ’ be reduce<l by Rs. 15,000.** 

KiMl BMMliyr Mailiti AZIlUL HAQUEl '' That the demand of 
Be. 1,16,000 under the head ‘ 8A.--Foresta-^apital outlay charged 
to revenue * be reduced by Rs. 4,016.*’ 
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The following* motion wa« then put and agreed to: — 

That a sum of Rs. 9,86,000, as amended by the Council, be 
^granted for expenditure under the heads ‘ 8. — Foresta * and * 8 A. — 
Forests — Outlay charged to Revenue.’ ” 

9.— Rtgistration. 

Tha Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURIf Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Ebtcellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Re. 27,22, 0(X) be granted for expenditure under the head “ 9. — ^Regis- 
tration.” 

The estimate exceeds last year’s revised estimate by Rs. 6,91,000 
and this increase is due chiefly to a sum of Rs. 6,50,000 required 
for expenditure in connection with the work of transmission of land- 
lords’ fees arising out of the recent amendment of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. Rs. 10,000 is also lequired for the purchase of furniture and 
the cost of binding hooks in Registration Offices. The balance is to 
provide for increinentH due to officers and their stafl. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Srilut RAOHA COBINDA RAY: That the demand of Rs. 84,000 
under the head ‘9A. — Registrution-“Superintendeiice ’ be reduced 
by Rs. 24,000.” 

MiUlvl 8HAM8UR-RAHMAN: I formally l>eg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 26,d8,(X)0 under the head “ 9B. — District charges be 
reduced by Rs. 200 (on the ground that the pay of the Sub-Registrars 
and clerks should l)e increased). 

Mauiwi ABUL KASEM: Sir, I rise to support this motion. I 
feel it my duty to say from the fl<M)r of this House that the officers 
of the Registration Department suffer grievances, real and genuine, 
which ought to be removed as early as possible. The work of this 
department is of a very important character, and these poor men 
have to do very hard work, while they are very ill-paid. Since the 
passing of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, the duties and 
responsibilities of these men have greatly increased and under the cir- 
cumstances I think it is only fair that their remuneration should be 
increased as well. Therefore, I submit that on account of increased 
responsibility and increased work in the department these men should 
be given relief by the raising of their salary and also by the recruit- 
ment of additional hands. Otherwise, not only will these oflioers 
auffer, but the public as well will suffer if the work is not effimently 
done. 
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Sfi}lrt NACENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I support tho motion 
moved by my friend Maulvi Sbamsur-Rabman. The Registration 
Department is a department of Government which concerns a large 
number of the general public. It has been shown on the floor of this 
House many times that the clerks and other ministerial officers, 
mohurrirs and typists of the sub-registrars' offices are a set of ill- 
paid persons. On the Slst December and Ist January last there was 
a conference held in Calcutta of the employees of the sub-registrars* 
offices and a memorial was sent to Government requesting Govern- 
ment to increase the pay of the ministerial and other officers of the 
Registration Department. The other day the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Registration Department was pleased to state that 
because that association happens to be a body not recognised by 
Government, they were not going to take any action on the memorial 
submitted by the association. I do not know by what language this 
action of the Government should be condemned. 

Mfa PRESIDENT: Mr. Sen, we are not discussing that matter 
to-day. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: I submit that the memorial of 
the ministerial officers and other employees of the Registration 
Department is entitled to 1h* considered sympathetically by Govern- 
ment. Once it was shown by the Secretary in the Registration 
Department that, comparing the respective salaries of the sub-regis- 
trars and head clerks, it is practically the head clerk who does all 
the things and the sub-registrars simply add their signatures. The 
whole department is run not by the Inspector-General of Registra- 
tion, nor by the other supervising officers, but the efficiency of the 
department depends upon the good will, energy, and hard work that 
ure brought to bear upon the department by the ill-paid clerks and 
mohurrirs of the Registration Department. The question is whether 
their pay is ade([uate and commensurate with their labours. The 
salaries of highly paid officers of Government are always being 
increased, but when the question of increasing the pay of ill-paid 
clerks is raised, Government comes forward with the plea that there 
are no funds. The matter ought to be more sympathetically dealt 
with. It is common knowledge that in many cases in the sub-regis- 
trars* offices in the mufassal, copies cannot be had within a reasonable 
time because of the extra work entailed by the heavy pressure of work 
and because Gk>vernment do not provide sufficient number of extra 
mohurrirs. I know from my personal experience that in order to 
obtain a copy an applicant has to wait in some cases for 21 da3ra, 
and this in all conscience should be avoided. Do unto Caesar what 
is due to Caesar. These clerks work very hard and they earn their 
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livelihood hy the gweat of their brow, and it is but fair that they 
should be adequately remunerated. The maximum pay of a head 
elark in a sub-reiyfistrar’s office, which he can expect to get after 30 
years* service, is Bs. 70. There is no chance or prospect of his 
promotion or transfer to any other office. The clerks in sub- 
registrars* offices do not belong to the District Officers* establishment, 
so that transfer from the 8ub-registrar*8 office to the Collector’s office 
is an impossibility. There is absolutely no reason why this should 
be the case. The 8ub-registrar*8 office is under the Collector and the 
time has now come when there should be a general opening for 
officers of one department to be transferred to another department. 

The copyists and extra mohurrirs in the Begistration Department 
get one-fourth of that which is allowed to copyists of civil courts and 
Collectors* offices. There should not be this invidious distinction 
between one class of officers and another class. 

Then as regards the sub-registrars, their duties are onerous and 
their responsibilities great, and unless you pay handsomely, honesty 
and conscientiousness cannot be expe<*ted from them. Sub-registrars 
deal with documents relating to large amounts and they should be 
always above suspicion. The sub- registrars are called upon to regis- 
ter wills when the testators are. in some cases on the point of death. 
It is common knowledge that sub-registrars are seduced hy bribes and 
they should be adequately paid in order that they may Ik? alK>ve suc h 
temptations. With these words I support the motion. 


Tht Hon*bl« Nawab Bahadur BAIYID NAWAB ALf 
OHAUOHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari; In opposing this 
motion, I propose explaining to memhers of the Council the situation 
in regard to the pay of sub-registrars and clerks in registration offices. 
Before the last revision of pay the pay of 8ul>-regi8trars was — 


Grade. 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 


Rs. 

150 

125 

100 

75 

50 


apd of District SulvBegistrara — 
Grade. 

I 

II 

III 


Bs. 

250 

22b 

200 
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In January, 1923, these rates of pay were reTised on account of the 
increase in the cost of living. The scale fixed was Rs. 80 — 0—140 
(efi&ciency bar) — 6 — 200 (efficiency bar)— 10 — 250. Sadar etib*regis- 
trars were allowed an incremental special pay of Rs. 75 — 5 — 100 in 
addition to the time-scale pay. 

These rates of pay were fixed after careful consideration of the 
rates of pay in other services, of the nature of the duties and res- 
ponsibilities involved and as stated above in consideration of the 
increased cost of living which had occurred between the time when 
the original pay was fixed and 1923 when it was revised. 

Since 1923 there has been no appreciable increase in the cost of 
living which would justify an increase in pay. Neither has there 
been any increase in the volume of work or weight of resjionsibility 
shouldered by sub-registrars. For these reasons Government have not 
found it possible to consider any requests for increase of pay and I 
hope members of the Council will agree with me in holding that the 
Government cannot consider proposals for increasing the pay of one 
service alone until it ha.n been clearly established that its work 
involves more responsibility i-elatively to other services. 

In regard to the pay of clerks similar consideration must also 
apply. Their pay was revised in 1922 and since then neither the cost 
of living nor the volume or nature of their work has changed in any 
degree justifying increase of pay. 

The scales of pay are now — 


Head clerk 
Sadar clerk 
Sadar muhurrir 
Mufassal clerk 
Mufassal mohurrir 


Rs. 

60--4— 80 
40—2/2—60 
30— i— 40 
3(M— 45 
25— i— 35 


Representations from the clerical staff are still before Government 
and 1 can give no undertaking concerning the orders that may be 
paaaed thereon. But 1 assure members of the Ck>uncil that Govern- 
ment are not unsympathetic towards low paid officers and are com- 
piled to decide these matters on clearly defined principles and with 
strict regard to the finances of the province. As Govemment have 
fiot yet passed orders on the representations of the clerical staff I 
euggast that it would be better if the Council at present expressed 
no opinion on the case. 

The motion of Maulvi Shamsur-Rahman was then put and lost. 
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The following motion was called bnt not moved ; — 

B«U AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: '‘That the demand of 
Ra. 26,38,000 under the head ‘ 9B. — ^Registration — ^District chargee’ 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the poor pay of the staff).” 

Mauivi A8IMUODIN AHAMAD moved that the demand of 
Rs. 6,50,000 under the head ‘ 9B.— District charges (Lump 
provision for transmission of landlords’ transfer fees in connection 
with the amendment of Bengal Tenancy Act) ’ be refused (as a pro- 
test against the passing of the Bengal Tenancy Act). 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

Sir, in July last when the Bengul Tenancy Act was amended in 
this House some member of the House who was himself either a land- 
lord or a tenant or a well-wisher of the tenants suggested that the Act 
flhould l)e so passed as to allow the payment of the landlord’s fees for 
mutation of names at the registration office when the <leed for the same 
18 presented for registi-ation. This suggestion was acceptable to 
Government, and a provision to this effect was made in the amended 
Bill and got passed by Government. This measure has lienefited neither 
the landlord nor the tenant ; on the <‘ontrary, it is ( ausing loss to both 
the parties. The loss is felt also in two ways. Firstly, the tenant 
has to pay the fees in advance at the registration office before the land 
in question comes into his possession and the landlord experiences 
inconvenience in the receipt of the money. Secondly, the money lies 
barren during the period intervening lietween its payment to Govern- 
ment and actual receij)t by the landlord and then these six lakhs and 
a half of rupees- which are public money— are being 8i>ent by Govern- 
ment against the wishes of the people. This money might have been 
spent, with highly lieneficial results to the people and the agricultural 
classes,’ on compulsory pnmary edu<‘ation and agricultural loans to 
the latter at a low rate of interest or without interest. But Govern- 
ment have not done so and are wasting the money on a useless work. 

T recommend, therefore, that the demand should be rejected.” 

Sfijut NACENDRA NATH SEN* On a point of order, Sir. Is 
the mover in order in moving this motion on this point? Is this 
relevant nowP 

Mr. PRESIDEHTs Would you please explain your ease? 

Sfijut NACENDRA HATH SEN* He is attacking the proviBums 

of the Bengal Tenancy Act, which has already been paesed by the 
Council, and he should not be permitted to take advantage of this 
motion to bring in those provisions for consideration now. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you got anything to say in defence 
Maulvi SahebP Perhaps you want to move this motion in order to 
protest against the expenditure being incurred in connection with the 
Amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act? 

Maulvi Asimuddin Ahamad signified his assent. 

The Hofi’Mt H$mh Ealmdur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURIf Khan Bahaduri of Dhanbari: Sir, it is hardly necessary for me 
to defend this motion. The mover wishes to protest against what has 
been decided by the Council — the passing of the Bengal Tenancy 
^Amendment) Act. The demand of Rs. b,50,(K)() has l)een framed by 
Government in order to carry into effect all the intentions of the 
majority of the Council and I presume the Council will support the 
Government in this matter. 

The motion of Maulvi Asimuddin Ahamad wavS then jmt and lost. 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY GHOUDHURI Bahadur: I l>«g to 

move that the demand of Rs. 20,88,000 under the head “ 9B- 
Registration — District charges ’’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the 
inetficiency of the Department and to make suggestion). 

Sir, the Registration l)ej)artment is an im^Kutant limb of the 
administration but it is a neglected one. As Police is entrusted to 
protect the life and movable pro|)erlies of the people, so the Registra- 
tion Depaitment is paitially entinsted with the protection of the im- 
movable properties of the people from fraud and forgerj'. Thus it 
functions a no less responsible task- solemnity to a document is 
attached by registration and pi'operties w'orth crores are transferred by 
registered conveyances^ dishonesty in registering offi(‘ers can make 
many people l)eggttr8. T^us the responsibility of these officers are very 
great. I say this department is neglected Ivecause Government shown 
the least solicitude for housing these officers and even do not in many 
cases give j)roj>er and adequate office houses though its necessity has been 
increased by the recent Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act. Govern- 
ment has provided M)ine money for the expansion of work in this 
department by the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, but, T believe, 
none for the officers and their quarters, though daily deposits of 
landlord's fees in the outlying officers may be very great. 

My chief complaint against the department is that the department 
is not properly manned and paid, ^e clerks of the Registration 
Department fmm whom the majority of rural sub-registrars draw their 
inspiration of law and rules are far inferior in ability than the 
miniftierial officers of civil, criminal and revenue offices. The majority 
of the rural sul>*tegistrars are wanting in the required knowledge of 
Iaw. So documents, drawn up by expert lawyers but beyond the sphere 



m 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[ 1 ^ Uam. 


of knowledge of sub-regietrare, are refused. The half-literate deed* 
writers who get their inspirationg and instructions from registration 
office clerks can never go beyond the stereotyped forms of documenta 
approved hy the sub-registrar or his head clerk, and the innocent 
j>artie« only suffer for the defects in these documents when they come 
to law courts. Copies of d(K;uments that are supplied from the registra* 
tion offices are in some cases so badly written that they are hardly 
legible this is owing to the retention of ill-paid copyists. I shall 
illustrate by one or two examples. The sub-registrars only know 
** release,*’ the majority of them do not know relinquishment,*’ and 
if any document styled as “ relinquishment ” Jeeban Satwa tyaga 
patra by a Hindu widow is presented for registration many of the 
sub-registrars w'ill throw it away; if he is prevailed upon to acxrept it, 
he is sure to put a wrong stamp value on it and I have seen different 
sub-registrars of different districts realising different stamp values for 
such do<‘uments. If any document of ** disclaimer ” by a Muham- 
madan female is presimted for registration, it is generally thrown off 
in anger as it is not provided in their code. They are ignorant of the 
fact that a legal heir may lose his right by laj)se of time and adverse 
possession when a deed of diwlaiiner ” by such persons in favour 
of the person in possession is quite lawful. In such cases they will 
invariably insist upon hobala."' Again the sub-registrars will 
insist upon two documents when a j)erson wants to convey his immov- 
able projjerties and inortga-ges of immovables by one document or when 
twHj persons jointly execute a conveyance of two j)ro|>erties in one of 
which they are jointly interested and in the other one is the sole owner. 

The most resiwnsible task of sub-iegistrars is to protect illiterate 
])ersons and females from fraud and here I may confidently say they 
bestow' very little cure. Fraudulent dixuments are being daily 
registered and cases of this nature are daily increasing. As it is very 
difficult to establish fraud after the deed is registered and specially 
when there is some delay, such cases do not generally succeed in 
criminal courts, hut in civil (xmrts success of such cases is not un- 
common though the higher authorities do not take any notice of it 
departmental ly. True it is that sometimes there is so great rush of 
documents that sul>-registrars cannot make time to take the precaution 
necessary in this direction, but can I nsk the Government how many 
such cases are yeaily detected by the sub-registrars and are sent up 
for trial P 

The quality of the staff in this department should he improved, and 
if necossary the ^dre should he increased with better prospect. 

JU Manlklt Umtb Miate MIYIO NAWill hU HHAU* 
Mimii KKiR llNi^kirt if OlMMlMriS In answer to the hon’ble member 
who eomplains of the inefficiency of the department 1 may point oni 
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that the department is manned by officers who are well qualified for the 

f® **»• wnid consider- 

able difikulties. Offices have to be opened in remote and uncongenial 
places where buUdings are difficult to obtain and educational and other 
amenities are few and far between. Officers work without complaint 
and It 18 a tribute to the work of the department that the demand 
for new offices and the objections i-eceived to proposals to remove offices 
are so vigorous and frequent. Of the officers re<Tuited for this depart- 
ment many are M.A.’s, M.Sc.’s, B.A.’s, B.Sc.’s, and B.L ’s. 
Ordinarily no one who is not an I. A. and I. Sc. is appointed as a 
probationer. 1 hope that the mover of this motion will not press 
what may seem to be an attack on well-qualified officers who work hard 
and faithfully under conditions which are veiy often severe. 

The motion of Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri Bahadur was 
then put and lost. 

Bftbu AMARENORA NATH CHOSE mov»d that the demand of 
Ks. Ii?6,d8,0()0 under the head“ 9B — Registration -Distrirt charges 
he reduced by Re. 1 (to discuHE the inconvenieiiceH of the partien). 

He spoke in Bengali. 
h-30 p.in. 

Mauivi ASIMUDOIN AHAMAD .spoke in Bengali, the English 
translation of which is as follows: — 

Sir, I rise to support the motion moved by my friend, Babu 
Amarendra Nath Ghose. My object is nearly the same us that which 
prompted my friend to bring his motion, but there is a slight difference 
in this that my friend suggests that after presentation of a deed at the 
registration office for registration, the sub-registrar should fix a subse- 
quent date on which the registration must take placre, while I suggest 
that the registration of a document should take plaie on the same date 
on whjch it is presented for the purpose. 

If the suggestion made by my friend materialises it will make things 
very serious. It will \w admitted by very many that it is a very 
difficult thing to persuade the executors of deeds and persons for the 
purpose of identification to come to a registration office. Ordinarily, 
poople executing some deed or other show unwillingness to register the 
same. In these circumstances, the policy of compelling a party to go 
fo a registration office ten or twelve miles away for the second time 
for registering their documents after they have submitted them at the 
office on a previous date is very unwise. The chancas in such a con- 
tingency are that owing to the unwillingness of the parties seeking 
lustration to bear the hardship of travelling to the registration office 
documeiits may be left unregistered to the serious detriment to the 
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pariy in whose favour a deed is executed. We know that in the* 
mufassal many sub-registrars do not attend office punctually, nor do* 
they regularly do their duties. If they did there would be no occa^ 
sion for returning a document. Government should carefully as- 
certain how many documents may be registered in the course of a day 
and whether the maximum number of documents are actually 
registered daily and they should pass strict orders on the sub-registrars 
to register all documents on the same day on which they are sub- 
mitted unless it is physically impossible to do so. No question can 
arise as regards deeds executed by women. I think that it will bo 
improper to frame any rule, making it permissible to return a deed 
submitted for registration, after fixing a subsequent date.’’ 

Tha Hon’ble Nawib Balmdur 8AIYID NAWAB ALi CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: In replying to the various 
complaints which have been made to-day and which have been made 
from time to time, I must first point out that Government are not 
unsympathetic, neither are they oblivious to the comfort and con- 
venience of those members of the public who have occasion to do busi- 
ness in registration offices. As members of the Council know, registra- 
tion offices have to be opened in many places where suitable* office 
accommodation does not exist and where accommodation for female 
waiting rooms does not exist. Within the limits of funds at their dis- 
posal, Government do their best to provide bmldings suitable for 
offices, but until they can find funds to carr^* out a wide building 
programme, they are faced with the unpleasant alternative of either 
continuing an office with unsuitable buildings or of closing it down. 

Every' effort is being made to hire suitable buildings, but these are 
not always available in places where registration offices have to 1m? 
opened. It must further be remembered that female registrants are 
few and it will not be proper to undertake to provide waiting rooms for 
females in every registration office in Bengal. I can assure the 
Council that wherever possible Government will do their best to pro- 
vide proper facilities for females who have to transact business in 
registration offices. 

Qnvemment are fully aware that registration work is seasonal— at 
one time of the year it is heavy and another light. It is not possible 
to duplicate the staff at the heavy season and to discharge it when the 
work falls off. While therefore having every sympathy for the result- 
ant inconvenience caused to the public, Government cannot provide 
any complete reihedy. Any suggestions which may be offered for 
mitigating the inconvenience will be received gladly and examined 
most carefully, but I must oppose the motion if it is pressed. 

The motion of Babu Amarendra Nath Ghose was then put and tost. 
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The following motions were called but not moved : 

Ktan Bahadur Maulwl A2I2UL MAQUE: ‘ That the demand of 
Re. 27,32,000 under the head ‘ 9— Registration * be reduced by 
Re. 1,000.’’ 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER* ** That the demand of 
Rs. 27,22,000 under the head * 9 — Registration * be reduced by 
Rs. 101.” 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That the demand of 
Rs, 27,22,000 under the head ‘ 9. — Registration ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to raise the question that thei*e is no necessity for keeping up a 
separate Registration Department and that it should be amalgamated 
as one service with the Executive and Judicial Branches of the Pro- 
vincial Civil Service).” 

Brijut NAGENDRA NATH BEN: 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 27,22,000 under the head ” 9 — Registration ” be reduced by 
Rs, 100 (on the ground that the fees have been exorbitantly raised 
and also on the ground that Rules revising or regulating fees should 
be published for eliciting public opinion). 

Sir, Jis the agenda paper will show, my reason for tabling thia 
motion is to draw attention to the fact that even in the registration 
offices the fees have been exorbitantly raised of late, and the fact that 
the rules for regulating or revising the fees should be published for 
eliciting public opinion. Up till the year 1908, the Indian 
Registration Act, 1877, was the law of the land, when it 
was replaced by Act XVI of 1908, but with practically no changes 
or modifications. Under the provisions of the Indian Registration 
Act, the Lieutenant-Governor, now His Excellency the Governor, 
has the power of making rules regulating certain fees which should 
be levied both for registering documents and for obtaining copies 
thereof from the registration offices. The fees are as many us four- 
teen in number and range from (a) to (n) and some of these fees are 
also sub-numbered, vis., (1), (2) and (3). So the total number of fees 
leviable under the Registration Act cumes to nearly twenty. His 
Excellency the Governor has, under the provisions of the Indian Regis- 
tration Act, certain powers to make rules; and as soon as these rules 
are published, they have got the forc:e of law, statutory as it were. 
There is no obligation on the part of Government to circulate these 
rules for the purpose of eliciting public opinion. The scales of fees 
were raised in 1932 — they were raised by nearly 60 per cent, in every 
ease, with no sin|^e exception I might say. A few days later on, by 
aa executive order of €bvemment, a notification was published in the- 
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Calcutta Gazette, enhancing the fees for the registration of documents 
and for getting copies thereof by cent, per cent. So with the stamp 
dnties increased by 6() per cent, and the registration fees increased 
100 per cent, the poor people find it difBcnlt both in registering docu- 
ments or taking copies thereof. The object of this motion is to impress 
ujwn the Government the necessity of publishing these draft rules for 
eliciting public opinion. Under the terms of our constitution there 
is a sub-committee on registration. But I may ask the Hon'ble 
Meml)er in charge how many times thin sub-committee has been called 
to sit and meet together for the purpose of discussing matters of regis- 
tration during the time of the present Council. When the fees weie 
enhanced, absolutely no grounds were stated as to the necessity for 
the enhancement of the fees. People are apt to say and to think that 
it is simply to find the cost of the top-heavy administration that both 
the stamp duties and the registration fees have been enhanced. In 
connection with a previous motion of Srijut Taraknath Mukerjea which 
has been carried by this Council, we were told that when the stamp 
duties were increased by Statute, a solemn pledge was given by the 
Hou^ble Member-in-churge that the excess realisation from this head 
would go for the upkeep of the nation-building departments. So it 
was impliedly thought that the enhanced fees which were levied on 
account of registration would he set apart for the upkeep of the nation- 
building departments: but we have l)een entirely disillusionised in 
regard to that : our hopes and expectations have been frustrated — 
not a single pie out of the enhanced fees which have been realised 
during these years has been spent for purposes of nation-building 
departments, or for the jmrpose of bettering the emoluments of the 
oiicers of the llegist ration Department. The poor clerks, the extra 
mohurrirs, as they are called, the ty’pists and copyists now receive 
practically the same pay or the same fees as they used to receive 
before these fees were enhanced. 1 would challenge the Hon’ble 
Member-in-charge to show by facts or figures the total amount of 
revenue realised by the increased fees and the total expenditure 
incurred in tiie matter of the increment of pay, fees and commissions 
to these ]H)or employees, vis., clerks, extra mohurrirs, copyists, etc. 

A comjdaint has already been made by my friend, Babu Amarendra 
Nath Ghose, with regard to the facilities afforded to the general public 
who have occasion to frequent registnition offices. Any one who has 
been to a registration office will have realised the extreme hardships 
to which our womenfolk attending registration offices for registration of 
documents have jk) undergo. They have to wait there the whole day 
either under the shade of an umbrella or of a tree, or in a covered 
palanquin or a carriage where such conveyance is available, shut 
from light and air. The reason is the want of sympathy on the part 
of the top-heavy administration from top to bottom. If the snjierior 
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officea of the adminietration and of the Department would only show 
aome sympathy for the jwor people who have to attend the leKistratioii 
offices and have to underffo the extreme hardships, these frrievances 
would be minimised and remedied in no time. There is no provision 
for the supply of drinking water. If rules had l)een framed and the 
public taken into confidence, these inconveniences could have l)een 
avoided. Now, the fees are exorbitant and the pe<»ple can demand 
proportionate increase in their comforts and if Government do not 
look to the convenience of the people, they will certainly Iw blamed. 

5-45 p.m. 

In future the fees should l)e rejjrulated and rules should he framed after 
the public had been taken into confidence and driven an opportunity to 
express their views. 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANER«IEA: Sir, I rise to NUpport this 
amemiment. 'riiree or four years a^o the rejfistratioii fees were doubled 
in most cases, and this was done l)ehind the bac k of the leffisluture. 
Now it is the settled principle of every civilized (Government that 
additional taxation should be levied only by the le^risJature. It is 
true tliat the lle^istiation Act frives the Executive power to 
iociea>e re^^i.stratioii fees, but I should ask the (Govern ment of lienjral 
1o take a leaf out of the book of the (Goveinmeiit of India. Tlie 
Ceiitial (Goveinment have the power to increase^ the salt duty 
without tlie sanction of the lejrislature, but when the (Government of 
India thou^^ht it necessary t(» increase the salt duty five years back, 
the proposal was placed before the liegislative Assembly in the form 
of a Hill. The same procedure, I submit, should Iw adopted in 
Bengal. It is not right that additional taxation should W resorted 
to without the sanction of the legislature. Then, Sir, when the tees 
were enhanced, it was not made clear what was the purpose behind 
this enhancement. We were not told, the public of Bengal were not 
told, that there was any necessity for increasing these fees. That was 
very unsatisfactory prcniedure. The people of Bengal and their re- 
presentatives in the T.iegislative Council ought surely to Im* informed 
of the necessity which arises for the levy of any additional tax. Then, 
^ir, how is this money spent? I believe 12 or lakhs of rupees are 
realised every year by means of these enhanced fees, but how is this 
aum spent? This money is being frittered away between the various 
departments of the Government. If it was at all necessary to enhance 
the fees the sum ought to have been set apart for some definite purpose 
relating to the health and wealth of the country, such as education or 
Mnitation. But nothing of the sort was done. I submit, Sir, that 
tf on any oncanon it is found necessary to enhance fees, it should not 

13 
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be done through the back door, but a Bill should be brought before 
the J^egislative Council and the necessity of the measure should be 
clearly explained to the public. 

SECRETARY to COVERNMENTp DEPARTMENT of EDUCA- 
TION (REGISTRATION) CMf- A. J. Oasii): Sir, the mover of this 
motion has raised two points which I propose dealing with. The sub» 
ject of both these points is the issue of a revised table of fees which 
came into effect on the Ist October, 1928. It is claimed, in the first 
place, that any revision should he first published for the purpose of 
testing publi<! opinion. No previous publication was made in the 
present case and one of the reasons for this is that such a publication 
is not retjuired by law. Neither is there any precedent for such pre^ 
vious publi(;atiou. 1 will not go so far as to say that in no case 
would Government publish proposals for increasing fees, but 1 wish 
to make it clear that in the present case there was no necessity foi* 
previous publication. In the first place the alterations were extremely 
flight and not j)articularly important. The most material alteration 
\H in paragi'aph F (7), proviso (a), which says that no fee for the 
search of indexes of any one office in respect of any one name of 
person or property shall exceed Its. 20. 1 myself can find no ground 
for any reasonable coitiplaint in this mattei of paying fees for search- 
ing the indexes and inspecting the registers. 

The second point I wish to make is that the revision actually in- 
volves no hardship. It will l)e found in paragraph F (7), proviso (/v)„ 
\hat no fee for search of indexes or inspection of registers shall he 
payable if an uj)plication for (*opy of a document is accompanied by 
the original registered deed or by a certified copy. It will therefore 
appear that persons who are reasonably businesslike will be exempt 
from the payment of such fees, and it is only reasonable that appli- 
cants who wish to search through a large number of registers and 
indexes should pay a fee proportionate to the trouble involved to the 
staff, and to the number of registers examined. 

Some reference has been made to hardships. I am not certain, 
whether this is in relation to the alteration in fees made in 1925. In 
any case it should be noted that in 1925 the ad valorem fees were not 
raised in cases where the value did not exceed Es. 250. The present 
motion, I take it, refers to the revision in fees made with effect from 
1st October, 1928. 

The motion of Srijut Nagendra Nath Sen was then put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: That the demand of 
Es. 27,22,000 under the heal * 9 — Eegistration * be reduced by Es. 50, 
(on the ground of the smallness of pay and emoluments of the minis- 
terial officers of the department).^' 
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IMrtiri A8IMUDDIN AHAMAO moved that the demand of 
R». 27,22,000 under the head “ 9.— Registration ” be reduced by 
Rs. 3 only. (Increase in registration fees). 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

** My object in moving the present motion is that I want the Hon'ble 
Member to inform me whether the enhanced registration lees will be 
reduced, and, if they will not be reduced, why not. As the income 
of the Eegistration Department has unexpe<‘tedly increased (Jovern- 
ment ought to reduce registration fees by all means, bet'ause in most 
of the cases, men get their documents registered only when they ai-e 
in difficulty.'’ 

The Hon’Me Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALt CHAU* 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: On a point of order, Sir. The 
member is speaking on the increase of registration fees which has 
already been discussed in connection with Mr. Sen’s motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite understand your point, Nawab Bahadur, 
but the difficulty is that different reasons were given for different 
motions and that is why motion No. JIO came between lOf) and JIJ. 

The motion of Maulvi Asimuddin Ahamad was then put and lost. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. !i7,i?2,000 under the head “ 9. — Registration ” be 
1 educed by Re. 1 (to protest against the exorbitant rate of fee). 

Sir, I want to invite the attention of Government to the hardship 
caused to the people by the introduction of an exorbitant rate of regis- 
tration lees. The matter has been discussed by my friend Dr. Banerjea 
and I do not want to take up the time of the Council by going ovei the 
same grounds again. I should, however, like to reply to one remark 
of the Government Member. It was said that the publication of the 
revised scale of fees was not retjuired by law% Well, it may or may 
not be required by law, but it is not only fair that the Council should 
have been consulted in this matter. We are not all governed in every 
matter by statutory laws, but there is something beyond the ordinary 
law. It has been said that the alteration is very slight. If the 
alteration was so very slight, then why don’t you restore the former 
scale in spite of repeated requests year after year in this Council P 
It only proves how absolutely callous you are to the wishes and opinion 
of the people. Then it has been said that there has been no hardship. 
Do you seriously say this, when people have to pay more for the same 
business than what they had to pay previously? It is difficult to 
understand this sort of argument. 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. The time-limit is reached. I 
do not think that Babu Akhil Chandra Datta’s motion should be put^ 
Wause the reasons advanced by him are more or less identical with 
those advanced by the mover of motion Xo. 109; wheieas the reasons 
given by the mover of X^o. Ill and those given by the mover of 
motion No. 112 are not the same, and I think the decision which the 
Mouse recorded with regard to the motion of Srijut Nagendra Nath 
Sen governs the motion of Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

The time-limit under the head “ 9. — Registration ” having rea<hed 
the following motion was not put: — 

Srilut RADHA COBINDA RAY: That the demand of 

Its. 27,22,0(K) under the head * 9. — Registration (Transferred)’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the general policy and 
administration of the department).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 27,22,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head ” 9. — Registration ” was then put and agreed to. 


9A.-— Scheduled Taxes. 


G p.m. 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. MARR: t tlu‘ HM-dinmendat ii>n <d llis 
Excellency tin* (i('Vernoi I Ijeg to move that a >uni of Rs. In, 000 In* 
graiitcKl b>r (*x| eiiditut<‘ iindei the head “ 9.\. — Scht'duled Tuxes.” 

Sir, this exjienditure all tails under mie payment — payment U> the 
Royal Culeutta Turf (’luh, and I think I should explain or rather 
reiH'at thc‘ explanation which I made last year as to what this i»iyment 
is for and what it eonsists of. The recei|>ts under (diapter II of the 
Ainusemeiits and Betting Tax Aet eonsisi of a pc^rcentage of winning 
lads realist'd under that Aet. The bcM>kmakers with whom the l)ets 
lire made are under the eoiitnd ot the Turf ('luh and under the rules 
have to tile all their ladling lamks with the Turf (lub. In the same 
w^ay the totnlisators are under the c ontrol of the Turf C^uh, and they 
make up all the tote aecouiifs. In connection wdth that work, they 
tilso calculate wdrnt tax is due to Government under the Act of these 
bets both with the laaikmakers and on the totalisators. They collect 
the tax and jiay it into the treasury. For this service and in order 
to pay the establishment recpiimi for this work Government make a 
lump iwyment of Rs. 15,()(K) to the Stewards of the Turf Club. This 
Iwrgaiu with the dub was made at the time of the passing of the Act, 
and from the point of view of Government it is a very paying proposi- 
tion. The betting tax estimated for the next year amounts to Rs. 
lakhs. In addition to that we collect Amusements Tax on the ohaiges 
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for entnmce to the race course— the total under the head ** Amuse- 
ments Tax amounts to Rs. 4J lukhs. I cannot say how much of 
this is due to the entrance fees to the race course but it is safe to take 
it at Rs. lA lakhs. Therefore, throu^rh the Turf Club we realise smne^ 
whereabout Es. 15 lakhs for which we pjty only Rs. 15,000. It is one 
of the cheapest taxes to collect that we have. 

This arnnigement was cimie t(> in 1920 immcMliately alter the |ws.s- 
iiijf of the Act. 

Mr. D. H. ROY: 1 l)ejr lo mo\e that the demand «>l Rs. 15, (KH) 
under the head “ OA. — Sch<‘(]uled Taxes (Reserved) ” be reduced by 
Rs. 14,999. 

Sir, the Hon’ble Mi. Marr has in effect told us that it we disallow 
this lis. 15,000 we shall st(,[) an income of about Rs. 15 lakhs or so. 
Tluit, I submit, is a veiy |XM>r excuse for the vice of bettinir which 
such an exiiendituie as this must necessarily brinp in its train. Gov- 
ernment try to suppress (»r prevent other sorts of ) 4 :aminp and wa^o'rinff 
but they aie actually encourafrinp* this soit of ^amblin^ o|mm)1v. It 
is well known how this form of amusement has been the cause of ruin- 
in^^ many a happy home in our country. Jt is on this (luestion r f jnin- 
{•iple — a moral pi inciple—that I have brou^dit this cut before the 
House. 

With these few woid-. I move my motion foi leiluction. 

anjut NACENDRA NATH SEN: If you peimit, Sir. 1 should like 
to >[NMk in su])poit of this motion and latei ^hall move the motion 
w’liieh stands in my name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Sen, if \ou d<i not want to move the motion 
whii'h stands in your name, then you eau speak in supjwul (d this 
motion. 

Srijtlt NACENDRA NATH SEN: Very well, Sir. 

Sir, in supijortinjf the motion of my frieml, Mr. 1). N. 16>v, 
1 should like to say that as has been explained by the Hon’lde h'iniuue 
Member and n.s apinnirs from the bud|?ef, this Rs. 15, (KK) will not 
aeeount for the whole exjienditure. This Rs. 15,fK)9 repreHents the 
annual payment on aeeount of the collection made by the Royal t^dcutta 
Turf dub on liehalf of Government. The Hon'hle Mr. Marr has al»o 
})Y}inted out that the refu.siil of this demand meaiift a lo«» of neatly 
Rt*. 15 lakha. Fnim po^e 6 of the Budget Estimates, it appears that 
the eadmated amount in 1929-30 is Rs. 18,00,000 as shown in ** 9A. — » 
Sekeduled Taxes. That is a very tempting suggestion no doubt, and 
I jmt it to the members of this House whether such a bait should he 
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offereil by a responsible officer of the Government. Yesterday while 
discussing* the excise policy of the Government I respectfully submitted 
before the members of this House that the excise revenue was derived 
fronj immoral sources. I again repeat with all the force that I can 
command that the revenue from bettings is also derived from immoral 
sources, and any expenditure which has to be incurred for the collec- 
tion of this revenue derived from immoral sources is also tainted with 
immorality. I say to the non-official Euroi^ean members, headed by 
Mr. Travers, whether they know it or not that thousands of poor 
Indian families have been iniined by this mania for gambling, by this 
mania for horse-racing. I imagine, Rs. 18,00,000 is the tax which 
is derived as the revenue by the Government on the huge amount that 
is collecterl by the book-makers. Think of the b>tal amount of which 
the jieople of Dengal Irecome tmt of po(;ket owing to this mania for 
horse-racing. Is it m.t gambling? If it is a game, if it is the desir’e 
of the Government to make i>eople }>*iri;iciiiate in horse-racing, if it 
is thought to a laudable object, then encourage it by all means; 
but if you think from your heaG of hearts that this mania is a gainl)- 
ling, that it is nothing short of gambling, that it is vicious, then stop 
it by all means, lb. not encourage g^imbling, do not entourage hoi\se- 
I’acing and do not increase your revenue by encouraging i>eople to 
paiiitupate in it; and deprive them of their giM)d money by sj^ending 
it like water on horses thereby augmenting the levenues of the 
Government. Thousands of iH'ople throng in the Maidan during the 
races. Row many t.f them return home with exactly the same amount 
of money which they to(»k with them when they went down to the 
races. It will be said that in this respect the Euro|H‘ans are greater 
sinners than Indians. I think my Kuroivan friends can take caie of 
th(»mselves but I am concerned with the jKK>r men, the Bengalis, 

who can hardly afford to lose any money on the nu es. Every fonn 
of betting, every form of gambling is n crime under the Indian Penal 
('(ule with the exception of horse-racing, and why, l)ecuuse — and mv 
Kunnieaii friends will excuse me for what I am going to say — Kuri>- 
ix'uns have got a great faiu'y for it. We Bengalis have a givat talent 
for iinitaitic.n and we are imitating this bad habit from our Eumpean 
neigh l>ours. It i.s high time that this habit should be discouraged 
and Government should set their fa(‘e against thi.s immoral practice. 
We urge ui>ou the Government to discourage and {xmalise betting 
and horse-racing and by re<lucing this amount of R«. 15,000 by 
Rs. 14,999 Government will be in a pi>siti(m to pay nothing m(«re than 
Re. 1 U> the Royal OiilcutUv Turf Club which means disapproval of the 
policy of recognisitig the horse-nicing and realising a tax therefrom. 

afliHl MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir. it gives me great pleasure 
to supjMut the motion brought forward by Mr. Roy. It cannot 
be denied that this form of gambling has brought ruin to many 
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persooa and families in this country', and I would ask the Government 
to make a declaration of its policy in this matter, whether the Govern- 
ment dees not consider it desirable to suppress or in any way to iimIuco 
or to control this gfambling' which has been rig^htly characterised ns 
pernicious, as abnoxious and which undoubtedly is a baneful curse, 
as matters stand now in the countiw. 

Mr> Hi 8i 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, if the result of this motion 
will l>e that the horse-racing* will be stopped in Calcutta and its 
vicinity, I shall be glad to support it, but I am afraid that this will 
not be the direct result. Of course we shall lose the mild interest 
which most of us exi>erience every year in the fate of the Derby 
lottery, but I think we are j)i'epared to forego that for the sake of 
the very many people who will be l)enefited if the race course is 
ulmlished. I think, l>efore we vote, we should like to hear from the 
Hon’ble Mr. Man* whether that would be the direc't result of the 
passing of this motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: 1 feel certain that, if this money 
is not voted by this ('ouucil, this will in no way stop horse-raedng in 
Calcutta and BarrackjaMe, or l)etting in ('handernagore oi elsewhere. 
1 am not here to defend h<n*Me-rncing or any form of gambling; I 
am here to carry out the wishes of the House. This House passed 
the Bengal Act IV of 19B1 which allows betting. This House also 
passed the Betting and Amusements Tax Act in 1922 which lays down 
that sU('h gambling should pay certain fees, I am only here to collect 
those fees. As long as these Acts are in force, these fees have got 
to he* coUe<‘ted. 

It this House wishes to discourage gambling, then I would Ovsk 
them to repeal those Acts. Then these items will di8a])i>ear from the 
budget. I sympathise with Mr. Sen when he said that he comes 
back from the ra^e course with less money in his p(Kket than when 
he goes there. 1 have had exactly the same experience. 

6-15 p.m. 

The motion of Mr. 1). N. Roy was then put and a division asked 
for. 


Mr. J. R. BLAIR: On a point of order. Sir, may I suggest that 
those who ar© in favour of the motion may be asked to rise in their 
seats instead of all of ns going through the lobbies. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Blair, I have always found that it takes 
as much time to count the hands as to through the lobbies, I 
would therefore take the division through the lobbies as it has been 
called for. 



200 


DEMANDS FOE GEANTS 


[19th Mas. 


The diviHion was then taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Abainad, Maulvi Atimiiddiii. 

Babu Ram** Chandra. 
Banarjaa, Dr. Framathanath. 
BanariM, Babu Fromatha Nath. 
Baiu, Babu taii Btkhar. 

Bifwas, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Bata, Babu Bajoy Krishna. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chakravarli. Babu Jacindra Chandra. 
Chattarjaa, trijut Bijay Kumar. 
Dalta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Duttf Babu Baral Kumar. 

Ounguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 
ChoN, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Ougta, Mr. Jogath Chandra. 


Mciti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Moitra, Brijut Jogandra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, Brijut Taraknatii. 

Pal Chaudhuri, Mr. Ranjil. 

Rahman, Maulvi Aaiiur. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Bankar. 

Ray, Brijut Radha Qabinda. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Dr. BMhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray ChautMuri, Rai Bahadur Batyandra 
Nath. 

Barksr, Babu Naliniranjan. 

8«n, Brijut Nagandra Nath. 


N0E8. 


Aoharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shaahi 
Kanta. 

Addamt'WilMamt, Mr. C. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. 
Blair, Mr. J. R. 

Caaaalia, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hon'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Baiyld Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 
Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Daah, Mr. A. J. 

Drummond, Mr. 4 . Q. 

Fyla, Mr. J. H. 

Ohaaa, Mr. M. C. 

Qhaah Maulik, Mr. Batyandra Chandra. 
Hogg, Mr. 0. F. 

Haaain Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul. 
Huftain, Maulvi Latifat. 
tjankina, Or. W. A. 

Khan, Khan Bahib Maulvi Muauam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raaaur Rahman. 


Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. 

Mittar, tha Hon’bla Sir Frovaah Chundar» 
Mobarly, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. N. 

Mukarji, Mr. B. C. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Bria Chandra. 
Ordiih, Mr. 4 . E. 

Fhlllp, Mr. J. Y. 

Fhllpot, Mr. H. C. V. 

Front iaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Pay Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Rosa, Mr. C. F. 

Banyal, Babu Baohindra Narayan. 

Barhar, Rai Bahib Rabati Mohan. 

Btaplaton, Mr. H. E. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. B. 

Tata, Major Oanaral Oodfrty. 

Thomaa, Mr. H. W. 

Travora, Mr. W. L. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being SJSiuhI the Noes the motion was lost. 

[At j).m. the Counril was adjourneil and it reasHembled at 

The following motion was not put as it was ooveretl by the fore- 
going decision of the Council: — 

SH)ut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: ^^That the demand of 
Es. 15,(K)0 under tJie head ' 9A. —Scheduled Taxes’ be reduced by 
Hh. 14,9(K).” 

The motion that a sum of Es. 15,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head ** 9 A. — Scheduled Taxes ” was then put and agreed to* 
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XIII, 15, 15(1), 16 iiiil 55.--liTigatioii. 

Tht Hon’Me Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OHUR1, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: On the> r^coninK^ndation of 
His Excellency the Govemor I beg* to move that a sum of Rs. r)fJ,l2,()(M) 
be granted for expenditure under the heads ** 15.^ Irrigation/’ 
“ XIII. — Irrigation — Working Expenses/’ ** 15 0)- — tbher Revenue 
Expenditure financed from Famine Relief Grants/’ “ l(i. — Construc- 
tion of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works ” 
and “ 55. — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation and Embankment 
and Drainage Works not charged to Revenue.” 

Works in connection with the flushing of the Bhairab river in the 
Meherpur subdivision of the Nadia distri<‘t and the Gobra Nala in 
the district of Murshidabad will be practically (‘(unpleted this year. 

The construction of the Damodar (^anal which has Wen retarded 
this year, owing to delay caused by the final alignment of the (‘anal 
on the most econ(unical line through difficult country, and, conseipjentl y, 
in the actpiisition of land, will he pushed on next year. A larger 
jirovision has therefore been made for this project in the budget 
eMiinate of 1029-‘i(b 

The Bakreswar Irrigation Scheme in the district of Birbhtim, 
which wa'< taken up last year, matle g(M»d progress during the year. 
This scheme when com|»leted will irrigate about 10,()(M) acies of paddy 
land. 

This scheme, as also the Berai Canal Scheme in the district of 
Bankura and the Satkahonia Irrigation Sc'heme in Burdwan district, 
will provide irrigation facilities to some <»f the areas in Western 
Bengal which sutler periiaiically from failure ol crops on account of 
dioiight. I regret that it has not been found possible to pn^vide 
funds next year for the two schemes last mentioned. 

Financial stringency has again stood in the way of providing f((r 
the excavation of the Alaipur Khal in Khulna, mindi as 1 would 
have liked to have the work started. 

Provision has been made for continuing the work in connection 
with the construction of locks and .sluices on the Lower Kumar with 
a view to making the river, which forms a part of the Madaripore 
Bhil Route, navigable throughout the year. 

It is proposed to put up a Stoney’s shutter in place of the present 
gates in the under sluice of the Midnai>ore Canal, with the object of 
preventing the sihing of the canal and effecting economy in its main- 
tenance. 
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Money has also been provided towards the reconstniction of the 
Alii)ore bridj^e over the Tolly’s Nala, which has collapsed, and for 
the payment of contribution by Government towards the cost of the 
Narkeldanga, Manicktola and Belliaghata bridges, the reconstruction 
of which has lieen taken up by the Calcutta Improvement Trust and 
is in progi-esH. 

Provision has been made for dredging the Hetaliya Doania and 
the Subterm ukhi rivers, which are near the western end of the 
Sundarbans Steamer Route and are silting up. 

A numl>er of schemes have also been prepared and sent to the 
(Jollectors concerned to take action under the Bengal Agricultural 
and Sanitary Jmj)rovement Act. 

In conclusion I would mention that in connection with the schemes 
which are already engaging attention, the department has ha<l to 
work under high jiressure throughout the year on lucount of inade- 
quate staff. Without additional staff it is not ])ossible for the depart- 
ment to coj»e with the increased work which is involved in connection 
with the demand which is springing up from all parts of the pnivince 
for better irrigation facilities, improvement of navigable cFannels and 
drainage of w'uter-logged areas. The (piestion of additional staff has. 
how’ever, been held up for want of funds and it has not been found 
possible to j>rovide funds for even a modified scheme next year. 

Babu PROMOTHA NATH BANERJEE: I lx»g to move that the 
demand of Us. 4,ltM) under the head 15B. — Irrigation. Navigation, 
Emlmnkment and Diainagc Works — ('onstriiction of Sectional Officer’s 
qiiart<Ms at (\Hitai ” Ih' refused. 

Sir, I do not In^ar any grudge towards the Sectional Officers so that 
they may Ih^ dejnived of living in comfortable houses, but I do not 
like that the interest of the jx'ople will bo sacrificed for the comforts 
of officers. The Orissa (’w\st Canal for whiidi the Sectional Officers 
are being maintained is in a very miserable cimdition. The canal 
near Contai is totally silted up. 

Mr. Addams-AVilliams know^s well the conditioii of the canal. If 
the canal is silted up there is ni> u.se in keeping StH'tional Officers and 
building their (piarters. In sea.s<ms when there are no rains the boats 
are pra(‘tieally dragged with thick roj>e.s in the canal. So my sug- 
gestion is w'htttever saving may be made, must be sj>enit for the 
improvement of tbe canal and should not l)e spent for quarters of 
officers. If Government gives me a.ssunineea that the condition of 
the canal will W ijnproved soon I have no objection in withdrawing 
my motion. 

OHIEF ENGINEER to GOVERNMENT (Mr. C. Atftallt- 
Wiiliimt): I rise on a point of order. The grant is in connection 
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with the Sectional Officer’s quarter?^ at Contai. These buildings are 
not chargeable to the Orissa Coast Canal at all but to embankments. 
What I mean to say is that the hon’ble member is out of order in 
talking about the t>rissa Const Canal uiuler this head which entirely 
refers to embankments and not to the Oris>a Coast Canal. 

6-45 p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is under 15B ”P 

Mr. C. ADDAM8-WILLIAM8: There is a special grunt in the 
budget for* the Orissa Coast Canal. It falls under 15B/* but the 
Contai Sectional tttticer’s (juarters falls under the embankment head, 
which is altogether a different head. 

Mir. PRESIDENT: I sh(.uld like you to clear your point. My 
point is this: he is making this motion with regard to the demand of 
Rs. 4,100. Do you mean to say that this amount or any ]>oHion of 
it will not lx? spent for the officer’s (|uarters at (N)ntai? 

Mr. C. ADDAMS-WILLIAMS: No, Sir. That ha^ nothing to do 
with the Orissa Coast Canid. The Sectional Officer’s (pmrters come 
under the em])anknient head. He would have Ikhmi in order if he had 
spoken on tin* Orissa Coast Canal in conne<‘tion with the next motion. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I think he intended to take up both his 
motions and make one speech, l>e(‘aUM‘ most probably he prepared one 
RI>et»ch for ladh. 


BMmi promoth a NATH BANERilEE: 1 have already expressed 
my views with regard to Ixith the motions and I formally move the 
following motion which stands in my name: — 

That the demand of Rs. 2.000 under the head ‘‘ 15B. — Irrigation, 
Navigation, Embankment and Drainage works — Constiaiction of Sec- 
tional Officer’s quarters at Bhaitgurh (extensions and improvement 
of Orissa Coast Canal) ” be refused. 

Mr. PREBIOENT: 1 should like t<» {Kjint out that when the mr»ver 
of an amendment has actually moved it, and there are no other 
speakers, it is necessary that members of Government should avail 
themselves of that oppt^rtunity io reply by getting up at once. I am 
oot supposed to call on them to speak. 
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Mr. G. ADDAMG«WiLLIAM8: Sir, the question of the silting up 
of the Orissa Coast Canal has been troubling us for the last two or 
three years. We have not yet been able to find funds for silt clear- 
ance in this portion of the canal near Contai, because money has been 
required for other works, such as the repair of the Bhaitgar lock and 
silt clearance elsewhere, in the canal. Provision, however, has been 
made under the Oiissa Coast Canal next year, and this work will, 
therefore, be carried nut in the next season. I opi)ose these motions. 

The motions of Babu Proinotha Nath Banerjee were then, by leiive 
of the CouiK'il, withdrawn. 

Balm JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI; Mr. President, 
Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. l‘2,G2,0tK) under the head 
“ 15. — Irrigation ” be reduced by Hs. 100. The object of placing this 
motion ladore the House has already beeti indicated by me, and that 
(jbject is to draw the attention of (lovernment as well as the attention 
of the House to the c(»ndition of th<‘ jivers and the river system in 
Bengal. The Imdget does not gi\e us any indicjition whether the 
(lovernnKUit is at all anxious to provide any remedy for the dying and 
dead rivers in Bengal. It will Ijc m> business moje particularly lo 
draw th(‘ attention oi th(‘ House to th(‘ riv(*rs in north Bengal, the put 
of the |irovinc(‘ from whicli 1 conn'. Sir, Ic oking at the budget figures, 
we find at piges 15 uful 10 of this red lH>ok the dtdails of the Morking 
exiwnses, and when we go into these details, we find that tlie wojking 
ex|H*ns<\s are meant to covei the expenses re<iuire<l for the purples of 
some bridges and for itqunrs and ccnstriiction of <juarteis, C'oming to 
the irrigation cjnials we find that some expuiditure has be<Mi budgeted 
for the Midnap)ie Canal, the Hijli Tidal (5inal and the Calcutta and 
Eastern ('aiials. Tlien eomes the ex|)enditure for the dredgers. That 
finishes all that is required so far as works of the lirigation Depirt- 
ment aie (ameerned. 1 do not know what provision the Irrigation 
Department lia'i actually made with regard to the drainage works, 
mention of which has been made at page l‘f of this book, in these words, 
“ drainage work* under which are comprised all ]>rojects for the relief 
of water-logging' not directly connected with any pirti<*ular irrigation 
system, whether for agiieultural tir anti-malarial purp>ses, or for lx)th.** 
I searched in vain for finding out if any provision has been made for 
any drainage work for puiqxises mentioned at l>age 18 of this LK>ok. 
I find no provision made any where for the puiqxise. This matter, 
namely, that the ilying rivers in Bengal should lie revived by all mejuis, 
has Ix^en discussed on the fltxir of this House times without number. 
We are all awam of that well-known expression that Bengal is a 
** AWi Matrika Ihsh/* an expression which is very significant, and 
when these rivers are allowed to die out, we can very easily realise 
the manner in which the Government of this country is being carried 
on, so far as the saving of human lives are concerned. I do not think 
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it is iiec^ssarj’ for me to mention to-day at gimt length about the con- 
nection existing between agriculture and malaria on one side and the 
riveril and water channels on the other in Bengal. That is a subject 
which has been elaborately dealt with by I)i\ Bentley in his admirabh* 
book which is public iu-oi)eHY now. The manner in which the recom- 
mendations of res[)onsible otficers of Government aiv brushed aside 
with regard to these matters shows that Government are in)t at all 
anxious to resuscitate these rivers and restore the health and wealth 
of Bengal. With regard to the condition of things in North Beug^d, 
I would jKirticularly mention two rivers to-day, although there are 
many other rivers, as it will take a long time if I were to mention the 
condition of all of them. One is the river Atnii, jxissing through the 
districts of Dinajpur and Rajshahi, and the other is the river Karatova. 
At one time these two were very ini|K>rtant rivers niul very flourishing, 
and the localities through which they passed were also very flourishing 
and prosj)erous. Now these places have been rtnlueed to lamentable 
conditions. These are matters which are unbutunately not l)eing 
IcMiked into by th(‘ (iov<‘rnm(»nt of Beiigiil, and my (»bje(’t in bringing 
f(U'ward this ni(.ti(»n is that we want some definite move on the part 
of Government to show that they really intend to iwive these rivers 
and water channels, which are dying and many of which are dead, 
for the purpose of irrigating the fields and supplying drinking water 
to the villages. I may nnuition one partirular mattei', and that is the 
famine which took j>la(a‘ last year in the Balurghat sulxlivision in my 
<listi‘i(‘t This ])la< e — at any nite a jKU’tion of it — was visite<l hy famine 
last yeai. Theia* is the livtu Atrai pa.ssing through that jdace — a river 
which as I said, was at (»ne time in a very flourishing condition. I'his 
riv(*r is now dying, and when famine broke out there, (ilovernmeiit 
fo(>k ste[>s for jelieving distn*ss by starting relief works and so «»!i : 
but if substantial and peimanent steps were taken in the shajH* of 
reviving these riveis, then a real impmvement could have been imoh* 
.so far as the [uosperity id the agricultural people was concerned, and 
famines and scarcities wcmld have Wen rare in the.se places. 1 (h> 
md think I need take up the time of the House any longer, but this 
is a matter whii h I would like to place Wfore the House with all the 
emphasis that I (‘ommand, and I want to draw the attention of Govern- 
ment to thi.s important subject, which is intimately connected W'ith 
the welfare of the jH^ople of thi.s country, namely, the reclamation of 
the dying rivers and water channels in Bengal. 


The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Wednesday, the 
2(Hli Harck, 1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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ProMadingf of tho Bengtl Lositiativi Cotmcil assomblod ifiMlor tlio 
provifiofis of tho Govommotit of India Aet. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Wednesday, the 20th March, 1929, at 3 p.m. 


Prosont: 

The Hou’ble the Tresident (the Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chaudhuki, oi‘ Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the 
Executive Council, and 108 nominated and elected members. 


Oath. 


The following member made an oath of his allegiance to the 
Crown : -r- 


Mr. H. J. Twynam, i.c.s. 


Starrod Question 

(to which oral answer was given). 

Granting of a licence for a country spirit shop at No. 3» 

Bow Bazar Street 

*92. Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department <»f Agriculture and Industries (Excise), be 
pleased to state whether it is a fa< t that a licence for a country’ spirit 
shop at No. 3, Bow Bazar Street, Calcutta, has been granted to one 
Gopi Nath Mondal of No. 32/i, Mondal Street? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be jdeased to state whether the said licence has been granted 
under his orders or under the orders of any of his subordinates? 

(c) Had Babu Tarakeswar Bhattacharjya, Officiating Collector of 
Excise, any hand in the granting of the said licence? 

{d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the said Gopi Nath Mondal 
took the said licence ostensibly in his own name but really in partner* 
ship with Sailendra Nath Chakravarti of the vernacular paper Fof# 
Ranga? 



QUESTIONS. 


209 


19294 

(» I« it a fact that the said vernacular paper VoU Ranga was 
until recently engaged in a propaganda against the Hon’ble Member 
and against the policy of the Excise Department in the matter of 
granting licences? 

(/) Is it a fact that the said propaganda was carried on on the 
lines indicated by Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee, in his 8{)eech 

in the Bengal Legislative Council on the 13th March, 1928 F 

(g) Is it a fact that one Nakur Chandra Sarkar of No. 79, Pathuria- 
ghatta Street, is the financier of the said shop at No. 3, Bow Batar 
Street? 

MEMBER in eharge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (EXCISE) (the Hon*ble Mr. A. Marr): (a) Yes, in 
equal share with Babu Snilendra Nath Chakravarti. 

(h) The licence was granted by the Collector of Calcutta. 

(c) The order granting the licence was made by the permanent 
Collector and was carried out by the Officiating Collector during the 
absence of the former on leave. 

Ol) The licence was granted jointly to Babu Gopi Nath Mtmdal 
and Babu Sailendra Nath Chakravarti. 

(e) Not so far as Government are aware. 

(/) Does not arise. 

{g) Government have no information. 

I may add that, in his petition and in nil the papers connected wdth 
this case, Gopi Nath Mondal has given his address as No. 117, Alanik- 
tolla Street, and not as No. 32/1, Mondal Street. 


Unstarrad Queitkmt 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

LogisiatiYe Depiartiiiont* 

•4. Babu dATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Legislative Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the present incumbents of (a) the gasetted posts, (6) ministerial 
posts, and (c) non-ministerial posts of the Bengal Jjegislative 
Department ; 

{it) the details of duties they haife to perform; and 
(iit) the pay they draw at present in their respective time-scalo 
grade? 
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MEMBER in ofiarge af LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMEHT (tha 
Hon*l»ia Sir Promh Chundar Mittar): A statement grivinjrthe informa- 
tion asked for is biid on the library table. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BAMNERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
May I iMiint out that 1 have consulted the statement which is stated to 
have l)een laid on the library table; that statement does not give 
the specific duties of the gazetted officers? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have iK»inted out on several occasions that 
it is not jM>SHible tor me to help you in a matter like this, ^ou have 
to a<*ee[)t the answers as given — that is the parliamentary practice. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Mr. President, what 1 
shoubl like to know is whether the Hon*ble Member is himself aware 
of the answers that are given in his name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can put supplement aiy^ questions to obtain 
the information you want. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
(ihnrge of Ihe l^egislative Department Iw* pleased to state whether he is 
aware of the contents of the statement that has })een laid on the library 
table? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: 1 am not aware 
of the (‘onlents of the statement, themgh 1 am awaie of the nature of 
tlie duties of the officers. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May I ask whether it is oris 
not a fact that tlie specific duties of the gazetted officers have not l)een 
mentioned in the statement, thougli in the re]>ly it is alleged to have 
l)een ? 

Tha HoiPble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: It is alleged 
that the sj)ecific duties of the gazetted officers have been given in the 
statement. I take my friend’s words that such duties have not been 
mentioned. If he wants to know the spH’ific duties of the gazetted 
officers, I can give them to him generally. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That is the question. 

Tin Han’bl* iir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTER: It is not 

possible to give the specific duties of the gasetted officers in detail, btit 
it is possible to give a general idea of their duties. The Legislative 
Becretary deals with legislative matters. He is also the head of the 
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The First Assistant Secretary also deals with le^sla- 
iive matters and assists the Secretary in the drafting* of Bills. The 
Second Assistant Secretary is primarily concerned with the framing of 
bye-laws, notifications, etc. The Legal Assistant helps the Ijegisla- 
tive Secretary and the First Assistant Secretary in their work. The 
Eegistrar is in charge of the Ijegislative Department, and is primarily 
concerned with the work of the liCgislative Department as well as of the 
Legislative Council. 


EmployMt of Words and Covommont Estatos. 

6S. Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Honble 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the present minimum 
pay of clerks, rauharrirs and peons — 

(/) in the Wards Estates; 

(u) in Government; and 

(Hi) in quasi-Govemment offices? 

MEMBER in eharge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (tho Hon’blo Sir Prowaoh Cbiaiidor Mittor)s The necessary 
statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unstirred question No, show^ 
ing the present minimum pay of clerks^ muharrtrs and peons. 

(i) In the Wards Estates — Clerk, Rs. 20, tahsil muharrir, 
Rs. 10, and tahsil peon, Rs. 5. 

(it) In Government offices -The information will be found in the 
Ministerial Officers Salaries Committee’s Report, 1920-21, 
Volume I, a copy of which is laid on the library table. 

(tit) In quasi-Govemment offices — It is not clear what the expres- 
sion ** quasi-Govemment ’’ means. 


GoNillla VioCoria CoHoni. 

ML Bobu BASI BEKHAR BABU: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that there is not a single representative of the teaching 
staf, barring the Principal, either elected or nominated, in the govern- 
ing body of the Comilla Victoria College P 

(b) If so, what steps do the Qovemment propose to take in the 
iMtterf 
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•UMlill Ifi of OIMRTIIENT of EDUOATIIIN (tto 

MifKMo Mn A. Marr): (a) Tes. 

(h) A« the College is affiliated to the University, and as Govern- 
ment have received no information that the University consider the 
constitution of the governing body to be defective, it is not proposed 
to take any action. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

XIII, 16, 15 (IX 16 aiid 65.— Irrigation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We will DOW’ resume the discussion on motion 
No. 12r,. 

Srijut JOGENDRA NATH MOITRA: Sir, I stand to give my 
emphatic support to the motion of my revered friend, Srijut Jogindra 
('handra Chakravarti. The drainage and irrigation work of North Ben- 
gal has all along l)een ignored. My hoirble friend has mentioned 
the names of the rivers Atrai and Earatoya which are very important. 
I will mention the name of another river which is of great importance 
too, I mean the river Boral, the proposal for its drainage has been 
before the Government for a long time. 

3*16 p.m. 

Sir, this river Bora! was once a very important and flourishing 
river. It had its source in the Padma near Sardah. It passes through 
the districts of Rajshahi and Pabna and merges itself in the river Jumna 
(Brahmaputra). Many pros|>erous villages had sprung up on its sides. 
Some of them are of historical importance. It flushed thousands of 
acres (»f land and carried surplus waters thn>ugb its deep channel,, 
thereby c<jntributing to the fertility of the land and ensuring the 
annual abundant growth of (*n)ps. The river also supplied veiy* good 
drinking water throughout the year and considerably improved the 
health of the locality. Its active flow ensured the thriving of commerce 
and industries. Sir, this is by no means an exaggerated story. There 
are still a few old men living who can testify to this. But since the 
construction of the railway bridge over it, and the piling of stone 
boulders on the bed to deaden its current, the river is getting silted up 
every year, so much so that it does not now get flushed even when the 
water reaches high flood level, not to speak of its being active through- 
out the year. Thie river has bifurcated near Nandakuja, the new 
stream taking the name el the village Nandakuja. The original channel 
has practically dried up. The people of Chatmohar, Haripur and other 
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impoiiint places on both its sides, are in great distress. To cjrowii their 
miseries water-hyacinth has covered the stagnant water with their thick 
and prolihc growth rendering water unfit for human consumption. 
The water route remains always blocked up making the plac^es 
unapproachable. 

Sir, you can now easily visualise the dismal picture of misery caused 
by the silting up of this very important water channel. Hundreds 
of villages have been de])opulated, thousands have died of malaria, 
kala-asar and other preventible diseases, hundreds of thousands of 
acres have been laid into waste and unprt>ductive lands. 

Why should |)eople suffer like this when they are maintaining an 
expensive department like this. No irrigation work worth the name 
has been undertaken so far by this- department in the Uajshahi Divi- 
sion. Is it because they do not find sufficient ground for undertaking 
such work? There are several water-logged hd areas which recjuire 
draining out. Nothing has been done in this direction. 

Now, turn to the drainiige (»f river Boral. By the order of the 
Government, Dr. Bentley, Directoi of Public Health, and Mr. Finlow. 
Director of Agriculture, visited the area. Both of them veiy strongly 
recommended the irrigtition of the river Boral. They saw the distress 
of the i)eople with their own eyes and they suggested immediate 
measures. But nearly two long years have rolled by, the department 
has done nothing! There are so many dredgers lying without much 
work, they are being maintained on an immense loss of public* money, 
w’hy not direct the services of a dredger for a month every year if that 
would remove the varied w'auts of such a waste area? Are the Govern- 
ment prepared to do this? I charge the de|)artment with grossest misuse 
of public money. The guiding heads of the department are unfit at»d 
deserve condemnation. 


iabtt JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: Mr. President, Sir, 
the Government of Bengal may go on even if the Irrigation Depart- 
ment is totally abolished. The department must justify its existem^e 
by producing the result w'hich is the natural outcome of irrigation, 
when properly conducted. To every person it will be apparent that 
leaving aside the interest for the capital raised on loan, and which I 
will discuss in its proper place, a department which can secure only 
1 ‘5 per cent., or utmost 2*5 of the total expenditure and which has in 
its scope such big names and big projects as Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage works, under which are comprised all 
projects for the relief of water-logging not directly connected with 
any particular irrigation system, etc. Big works, indeed, require big 
sums and big brains, for the proper working of works with such high- 
sounding names. 
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Before I enter upon the discueeion of the savings by this depart- 
xnent, I would like to point out a few relevant facts for the considera- 
tion of the members of this House. Now what do we find from the 
revenue accounts for the past few years? The financial position of 
the province should be of the greatest concern to every well-wisher 
of the province. Under existing arrangements, the sources of revenue 
which can be easily expanded with the prosperity of the people, such 
as Customs, Taxes on Income, Salt, Railways, Posts and Telegraphs, 
etc., are appropriated or misappropriated by the Government of India, 
and we remain satisfied with the idea that we contribute no less than 
46 per cent, of the total income of the Imperial Government, which 
comes to very near sixty orores of rupees a year. After remitting this 
sum under circumstances, a reference to which shall be outside the 
jurisdiction of this Council, but which can certainly be termed unjust, 
we have to deal with only one-sixth of that amount. In Bengal, the 
remaining sources of revenue show no power of expansion. Expendi- 
ture on many important branches of Government has been restricted 
and the progress made is not worth mentioning. The accumulated 
balances formed by retrenchment in past years somewhat met the 
situation, but the depletion will shortly be complete, and normal 
revenue is not equal to normal expenditure. But what is the way to 
increase the revenue? Suppose we fail to force the hands of the Gov- 
ernment of India to remit at least the export duty on jute, which is 
nearly four crores of rupees a year, and the taxes on income about 
eight crores of rupees, much more than what rich Bombay pays, not 
to speak of other provinces? The land is becoming waste, the produc- 
tion is falling, malaria is spreading, and the health of the province is 
going from bad to worse. Experts have declared, and declared unani- 
mously, that the panacea for all these evils lie in improved irrigation. 
Agri(*ulture awaits improvement but that is impossible without proper 
irrigation. Health cannot improve without an adequate drainage 
system ; the wealth of the people cannot increase without agriculture, 
trade and commerce. Trade and commerce Bengal has practically 
nil, except that her export comprises chiefly raw materials such as 
jute, raw and miyilifactured, rice, grains, seeds, etc., which form 
about 65 per cent, of the total export. But to check further deteriora- 
tion of the export trade of Bengal, irrigation is the only weapon. 
Neglect of the irrigation channels and the dearth of the rich, red 
water of the rivers have brought disaster and ruin to Bengal. It will 
not only fill the pockets of the poor cultivators, it will bring substance 
to the coffers of the State. What irrigation can do for Bengal has 
been stated by authorities like Sir Hanbury Brown, Sir William 
Willcocks, Dr. Bentley and others, who know something of irrigation 
and its potentialities. ^ 

Now I come to the working of the Irrigation Department of the 
Government of Bengal. The arrangement is anything but satiefaotory 
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and tlwJ results are less so. The sum that is available for exi>emliture 
from direct revenue, being very small, small works are taken in hand 
such as repairing of bridges and sluices here and there, construction 
and reconstruction of a jetty or a clerk’s quarters, etc. This is met 
from ordinary revenue and no capital account is kept for this item. 
But there is the other head, the major head 5f5 ” in the Budget, 
for which capital account is kept and funds are found from Fajnine 
Insurance Funds, from loans, from the Government of India and 
from other sources. It is intended to include only expenditure in- 
curred outside revenue account. 

This is a major head and retjuires major projects for handling. 
In my opinion, this is the greatest danger>spot in the whole adminis- 
tration. Ijoans are raised without taking into considerafion the jyrott 
and rons of a projett, without going deej>er into the actual state of 
things and this has wrought disaster in financ'e. Such loans raised 
have borne little fruit, and the fruit that we can taste is the fiuit of a 
heavy interest amounting to an annual sum of 20'«{8 lakhs of ruf)ees, 
one and a half times more than the expenditure on establishment work, 
extensions and improvements, eU\ It has practically become nolwdy’s 
business to bwk into the affairs of this portion of the w^ork. 

We can take into consideration the instance of the Grand Trunk 
Canal which project has been fortunately or unfortunately abandoned. 
Thi.s project, when first made public in 1913, was hailed with joy and 
delight by parties interested and we were told at the time that it 
would be a wonder in Bengal irrigation. 

The whole work was estimated at Rs. 2,10,15,000, and when it was 
abandoned finally by the Government we learnt that about Ks. 70 
lakhs or 33 per cent, of the total cost had already been expended. 
But may we ask what part of the total work was actually done.*^ This 
was one of the few ** productive ’’ works of the Government, and the 
business has been closed down after Bengal finance had been burdened 
with about Rs. 3 lakhs of annual interest. Such works are taken in 
hand from funds not charged to revenue. An unwary reader may 
remain satisfied with the idea that for the capital expenditure Bengal 
has got nothing to do, it comes from the India Government for the 
maintenance of which we pay so much. But the fact is really the 
contrary". 

Who is responsible for this huge waste of public money? 

We know that the idea originated with Mr. 0. C. I^s in 1913, but 
who the gentleman was who was entrusted with its execution? Gov- 
ernment ought to institute an open enquiry into the workings of the 
Irrigation Department, that such unnecessary waste might be stopped. 

I shall close the discussion on this subject with one other item and 
that is the sister project of a grand productive scheme of the Damodar 
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CahrI. Who knowa what ia in the womb of future and it might not 
also prove another glorious i-epetition of the Grand Trunk Canal pro- 
ject. Borrowings on that account have been stopped, but it ia merrily 
going on in respect of the Damodar Canal project and no less than 
Ea. 18 lakhs were estimated as the probable expenditure for the 
financial year 1928-29. Preliminary arrangements for taking the 
work in hand were completed in 1925-26. Some further work was 
done in 1926-27, and 1927-28 provided a sum of Es. 17 lakhs which 
was subsequently revised at Es. 9 lakhs. We have no objection to 
big schemes being taken up, but we must have some returns for our 
money. A suspicion lurks in the minds of many for the very simple 
reason that as soon as grants decreased on the Grand Trunk Canal pro- 
je(tt, they increased proportionately on another head or rather two 
heads, n>., Damodar Canal project and the Bakreswar project. I 
wish every success to the officers in charge of these schemes. But I 
want to sound a note of warning at this stage. Irrigation minus sani- 
tation, minus health, minus agriculture and minus drainage is a 
dangerous thing. I myself am not an expert in these matters, but 
I must state before the House what Sir William Willcocks has said with 
regard to the Damodar Canal. So far as I remember his announce- 
ment is to the effect that handling of Damodar requires great tact as 
in his opinion the Damodar has at present got five banks in all, which 
like Satanic chains bind the Damodar, dooming the once healthy and 
prosperous tract between it and Hooghly to malaria and comparative 
poverty. I hope that care should l)e taken to mitigate these evils so 
that it might not become necessary to pronounce a curse on a project 
whi(?h is meant to increase wealth and improve health. 

These are big proje<ts which require great cai*e for its execution. 
We know from experience that works deidared to l)e “ productive 
have proved in later years to be unproductive and in the dictionaiy of 
the Government of Bengal the two terms are inter-changeable, the 
former pasaing on into the latter, and the latter not to the former. 
Grand Trunk Canal was expected to be a productive work. It wa« 
grand in its im^eption, grand in its execution and grand in its termina- 
tion. We all know that if was nothing but the proverbial mountain 
in lal>our. The productivity of the projeiq ends with the purchase of 
a dredger named Ronalihhay which requires repairs ver>' often. 
Damodar Canal project, though still in the embryonic stage, is known 
to be productive. But the two other great projects — ^major works in 
their own time — declared to be productive, one Irrigation and the 
other Navigation, bn which Es. 84 lakhs and Es. 26 lakhs were respec- 
tively spent, have been branded as unproductive. I mean the Midnapore 
Canal and the Hijli Tidal Canal. Then the only productive wobk, 
now in the contemplation of the Government is the Damodar Canal 
project. In the district of Eangpur there is a vast sheet of stagnant 
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water kaown by the name of Tograi Bhil within the jurijidiction of the 
Lalmcmirhat poliee^tation covering several thousands of bighas of 
land. This bhil requires immediate reclamation and irrigation: both 
from a sanitary as well as an economic point of view. 

If this bhil be properly reclaimed and irrigated the health of the 
people of the surrounding villages, aggregating more than one 
hundred, will be considerably improved and a vast tract of land will 
l)e fit for cultivation. The matter was represented to the Government 
several times, and the Engineer of the Irrigation Department of the 
Rajshahi Division paid only a flying-visit to the locality in the last 
year, but nothing has been done as yet regarding its reclamation and 
irrigation. 

Then if we come to the actual working of the department, we are 
surprised by the incompetence of the authorities in carrying out the 
works for which they can snatch only a paltry amount. 

To the major head “ XIII. — Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment 
and Drainage works for which capital accounts are kept was allotted 
a sum of Rs. 15,57,000 of which only Rs. 12,69,000 could be spent. 
Of this last amount 52 per cent, represents the cost of establishment. 
But under the headings “ Extensions and ** Improvements in one 
case 55 per cent, and in the other case 69*5 per cent, of the amount 
remained undisposed. 

Under major head “ 16. — Other revenue exj^euditure financed from 
ordinary Revenue (Reserved) 52 per cent, of the grant on “ Works " 
could not l)e utilised while establishment charges excetMied the total 
grant by 14 per cent. In this way every head under Irrigation major 
heads ‘‘ XIII ”, ” 15 ”, ” 16 ” and ” 55 ” showed a large Imlance 
under ” Works, Improvements, and Extensions ” with the exception of 
productive works, etc., in the Appropriathiu ac<*ounts. Rtqwirs t<> 
dredger Rdnahhhay was curried out with an excess amount of 
Rs. 23,338. But of this dredger Ronaldshay, the less said the better. 
But even in this case, i.e., major head ” 55 ” under item “ B. — Naviga- 
tion, Embankment and Drainage Works ” out of a total grunt of 
Rs. 2,49,000, Rs. 2,09,000, /.e., over 83 jier cent., remaine<l undis{M>sed 
under sub-heading ** Works.” 

On the whole 20 per (tent, of the total expenditure was appropriated 
to the total revenue accx>unt of the Government. 

I think one word in regard to the other natiun-huilding depart- 
ments will not be out of place where original grunts could not be 
utilised and there was a return of 16 per cent, of the Health Depart- 
ment grants, Medical 7*7, Agriculture 4*5, and Indastries 12. Agri- 
culture got 1*8 per cent, and Industries 102 per cent, of the total 
expenditure. 
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One may say that because of paucity of work these sums could 
not be utilised. But the Administration Report says otherwise. 
While grants on Embankment, works, etc.,’’ were held in banks,, 
there were no less than five floods in the river Cossye (vide Administru* 
tion Report, 1926-27, pages 214-215) which caused four breaches in 
the Owsye embankments resulting in considerable damage to crops 
in the Panskura subdivision. In the Contai and Tamluk subdivisions, 

the Kalighai river came down in high flood the embankments 

on both sides were severely breached and large areas on both banks 
went under deep water cansing severe distress. 

Round (lhatal in the Midnapore district there were 12 breaches 
in Dussasjnir circuit, one in Darkeswar Right Embankment and another 
in Sheikhpur circuit. 

I think the above need no comments at my hands. They tell their 
own tale. While the establishment was busy making c ut monthly bills 
of salaries, money was awaiting proper dispr>snl, banks and embank- 
ments breached and caused .severe distress to people and considerable 
damage to crops. 

Nor is this all. The working of the depaiiment shows a serious 
loss of revenue, higher expenditure on establishment charges and 
irrigation cf much smaller area than previous years : it has gone down 
of the figures of the average of triennium ending with March, 1926. 

Without going into further detail, I give here the figures without 
making any comment. Midnapore Canal irrigated in previous years 
74,781 a<TeH, in 1926-27 it irrigated 74,032 acres, less by 700 acres. 
Receipts previously were Rs. 57,025 and this year it is Rs. 49,451, i.e., 
less by Rs. 7,500. 

[Here the member having reached his time-limit resumed his seat.] 

BalNl tURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. President, Sir, when we 
look at this head of the budget, we doubt very much whether we are 
living under any Government at all. Of course, we have nothing to 
complain against tliiii sort of treatment, for we are treated by our alien 
rulers in the same manner as stefvsons are treated by their step^ 
mothers. 

Sir, during the three years that I have been a member of this 
Council I have been urging every year on the Hon’Ue Member in 
charge ol Irrigation Department the removal of the many grievances 
regarding irrigation in the district of Faridpur. Some of these griev- 
ances are very ui^nt, but to my utter disappointment none of these 
grievances has been removed up till now. Sir, every year we ore told 
that much has been done for improving the Lower Kumar river and 
nothing more can be done. From the papers before me I And that 
much has been done and much is being done for the improvement of 
the Ijower Kumar river only. Sir, the river Kumar is about 40 miles 
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long, of wkich the Lower Kumar is about 15 miles long. This liower 
Kumar the only portion of the Kumar river which connects the Bhil 
Route Oanal with the river Arialkhan. Government are very anxious 
to improve the Lower Kumar river and to excavate the Bhil Rtmte. 
They tell the people that their object in doing these things is to 
improve vast tracts of bhil lands in the district of Faridpur. But I 
submit, Sir, that the object of Government in these two matters is 
not so much their desire to reclaim bhil lands as their anxiety to keep 
a water route clear in the interests of the British steamer comimnievS. 
If it was otherwise why were not the Government anxious to imiirove 
the Upper Kumar river also? Only the other day — I think it was 
three days ago — the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Irrigatitm 
Department in answer to a question regarding the Up|)er Kumar t^dd 
us that Government did not contem[date of making any impriwement 
on that river. I have repeateiily asked the Hon’ble Member in this 
Council to have steps taken for the improvement of the rpi)er Kumar, 
which forms about three-fourths of the river Kumar and whi(‘h is 
getting silted up to the disastmus ruin of trade, commerce, heidth 
and agri(‘ultural interests of millituis of the jjeople of Faridpur yet, 
in spite of my repeated requests, it is the ls)wer Kumar alone which 
is being attended to. 

3-30 p.m. 

Sir, there are two dredgers lying in the district of Faridpur, namely, 
Ronaldfhay and Cowley, I find Ronalduhay stopping at Haridaspur in 
the subdivision of Gopalganj for these three years without doing any 
work and something like a sura of Rs. 16^000 is being spent every 
year for its establishment. I find from the answer given by the 
Hon’ble Member to a question of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker that 
Cowley has done dredging work thrice within the course of the last 
three years and that dredging work related to T^wer Kumar alone. 
I will quote the words mentioned in the answer: ** from Ist to 17th 
January, 1928, the Cowley dredged the Oiarmugria entrance to the 
Lower Kumar river, from 17th to 24th November 1927, the Cowley 
dredged the Pearpur Reach, Ixmer Kumar river.” 

It will be surprising to the members of the House when 1 say 
that the Charmugria entrance to the Ijower Kumar is just the same 
as the Pearpur Reach because Pearpur is just on the opposite side (/f 
C^rmugria. Then I find that from 1st to 17th January, 1928, the 
Cowley dredged the Lower Kumar river near Charmugria; that is also 
the same place. So I say that Government is concentrating their 
attenti<Hi to Lower Kumar alone and not to other parts of this river 
although the aforesaid dredgers are tying idle. As to other works 
suggested by myself and the peojde of my district relating to irriga- 
ticm and embankment the Government have taken the same attitude. 
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1 shall mention one suggestion which was regarding an embank- 
ment and which 1 wanted the Hon’lde Member to enquire into and 
execute. That embankment related to a portion of the northern bank 
of the Bhil Route between Jalilpor and Satpar. A petition signed by 
ub<mt 1,000 villagers, inhabitants of about 50 villages, was submitted 
t<» Government alleging that about 10,000 bighas of land used to be 
inundated ever>’ year in the month of April by the untimely inflow 
of water from the Bhil Route Canal into the hhil. 1 suggested that 
a shoH embankment not more than two miles in length might be con- 
8tructe<i to prote<‘-t no less than 10,000 bighas of land on which thou- 
sands of villagers depended for their food. But I was told by the 
Hou’ble MemW in answer to a ([uestion which I put in this Council 
that Government did much by excavating the Bhil Route and they 
could not pnxeed fuither. Thus they totally ignored a most legiti- 
mate grievance of a ver>' large number of the agriculturists of my 
district. 

I shall make mention of another instance (d' culpable indifference 
on the part of the Government. A portion of the river Madhumati 
broke oi)en its eastern hank near Tarail and the flow of water into the 
interior was so very heavy eveiy year that about 10,000 a<*res of laud 
were washed away and thus inundate<l for al>out six years consecu- 
tively. The local i)eople applied to Government for redress but no 
redress was made. Then they t<H>k the matter in their own hands 
and constructed an embankment themselves at a (‘.ost of about 
Rs. 10,000 and incurred some debt for the work which amounted to 
almut Rs. 8,000 if 1 remeraWr aright. They applied to the Govern- 
ment to pay off the debt but unfortunately Government did not do 
anything. They then apjmoached the District Magistrate who out of 
the funds which be had in his htind for Imal improvement paid 
Rs, 1,000. Thereafter 1 my.self personally and in writing, appealed 
to the Hon ’hie Meml)er-in-('harge to take up the maintenance of the 
embankment which was constructed at so gieat a cost and on which 
so much lal)our was spent. But to my regret I was told by the Hon’hle 
Member in answer to a question of mine in that respect that Govern- 
ment were not disposed to take up its maintenance. If Government 
are not prepared to give their attention to any other work in my dis- 
trict except the improvement of the I^ower Kumar I can say with 
justiflcatiou that the pe<»ple of Faridpur do not live under any Govern- 
ment at all, that the Government that is ruling there is the Govern- 
ment of foreigners unconcerned with the interests of the local people. 


Dr. KUmiD MNICAD RAY: Is it in order for the Hon’ble Mem- 
bei^in-charge to go to sleep when grievances regarding the Faridpur 
diatrict are being discussed? 
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TIitMM’MtNaMrabBalitditriAIYID NAWAB ALi ONAUDHUBI, 

Klmi BahadMTt of OftanlNM^: 1 wm listening’ to every word that fell 
from the hon’ble member. 


Mti PRESIDENT: You are mistaken, Di‘. Ray, the Hon*ble Mem- 
ber, it now appears, was wide awake. 


BNIniSURENORA NATH BISWAS: Often times small schemes for 
irrigation and reclamation of hhtl lands have been phu’etl before 
Government. I should tell the House that the district of Faridpur 
abtmnds with much more hhit lands with bn’ked-up water than any 
other district. Schemes for inigation of hhil tracts are therefore 
often submitted by the |>eople of my district t4» Government for con- 
sideration but I am 8orr\’ t<v inform the members of this House that 
they are either referred to the District Board or treated with indiffer- 
ence. When the i)eople ai>i>roach the District Board, the District 
Board says that it is not entitled to spend a single farthing on im- 
gation; and when the people aiiproacb the Government with small 
schemes, (b)vernment say that they are not disjjosed to bike them 
up fiecause they are small and that they should go to llistrict Biuirds 
for that. And when any bigger schemes are submitted to Govern- 
ment they say that they have no funds. Ru|>ees 56,12,000 of the people's 
money is being sjient on irrigation but how miH’h to the benefit of the 
people? I lepre.sent the small district of Faridpur; there an* other 
gentlemen who represent other districts and I challenge any memlier 
to say that any substantia! work of irrigation has lieen done in his 
district. If that has not been done, we can rightly say that this 
defMirtment deser\’es every c(»ndemnation from all the members of this 
House irres|)e<’tive of I’aste or creed. 


Tilt Hon’Me NamB Bahadur iAIYIO NAWAB ALI OHAU- 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur, af Ohanbari: Babu logindra Chandra 
Chakravarti, the mover of this motion, has drawn attention to the 
absence of provision in the budget for the improvement of the Bengal 
rivers. It is true that for original work the provision is small, being 
confined to the completion of the Gobra Nala and Bhairab Scheme 
in the Murshidabad and Nadia districts. 

Schemes for river improvements would not, however, necessarily 
appear on the Irrigation Bndgei. Works done under Act VI of 1920 
Would be entered under either Public Health or Agriculture which 
are the adminisGative departments lor sanitary and agricultural 
improvement schemes under this AeL The peett ion of the fmgfattoa 
Department in aueh cases is that the department acts as Enginaars 
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only under the Act. Having completed a project and having sub- 
mitted it to the civil officers for action, the department has nothing 
further to do with the case except in an advisory capacity until the 
projec^t has received the sanction of Government and money has been 
found to finance it. 

I am aware that the Boral is a river which has deteriorated. The 
reason does not appear to be the railway bridge but the opening of 
the Nandakuja which has diverted the water. The Boral river case 
is one which is being looked into, but the information collected to 
date tends to show that the re-excavation of the river may be a waste 
of money. However, the enquiry must proc^d before a definite con- 
clusion cun be come to. 

In the case of river problems of the Rangpur district, I may say 
that in reality this district lies at present outside the activities of 
the department os we have not the staff to post an officer there at 
present. 

River Madhumati has recently been declared a public water- 
course under the Canal Act. No action could be taken in connection 
with the Tarail embankment prior to this declaration. 


3-45 p.m. 

Now, Sir, among other cases, mention has been made of the 
Earatoya and Atrai rivers in Northern Bengal. I do not propose 
to discuss in detail other eases which have been mentioned, because 
my remarks in connection with the two rivers I have named apply 
to all. 

In a deltaic country like Bengal i)erpetual changes must be going 
on all the time in the river system. The inevitable result is that as 
time progresses some rivers die while others come to life. It is 
nature's method of building up the land. The cases of the Earatoya 
and Atrai are eases in jwint : the great change in the Tista in 1787 
deprived the Atrai of its supply and doubtless had some effect in 
causing the death of the Earatoya. Were it possible to divert the 
Tista back to its old course through the Atrai, we should be faced 
with violent protests from those who now live on the banks of the 
former river. It may be that it is possible to effect some minor 
improvement to the Atrai and Earatoya. I am not able to say 
whether this can be done or not, but I will call for a report and if 
the mover of this, motion can supply me with specific instances of 
improvements he has in mind I shall be grateful to him. The depart- 
ment has examined a large number of cases of rivers which are in 
a moribund state. One feature stands out above all others and that is 
that, due to changes which have taken place in the system, the fall 
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in muijr of these old rivers is too small to enable them to carry silt- 
laden water: it would^ therefore, be a waste of money to excavate 
such channels, which in some cases, would silt up again within a 
few months: there are, however, other cases, in which, due to the 
changes I have mentioned, it is possible to introduce water into Uie 
old beds with useful effect. Two such cases are the Oobra Nala in 
Murshidabad and the Bhairab in the Meherpur suMivision of the 
Nadia district. It will be seen that action was taken in these two 
cases and the works will come into operation this year. Works should 
not be undertaken until the position has been fully analysed. Such 
analysis should not be based on the observations of a few years only. 
Changes are, as I have said, continually going on and it is nec‘e88ary 
to attempt to forecast what these changes will lead to in the future: 
let me give a specific instance to explain what 1 mean : I take the 
case of the Sitalakya Khal, which leaves the Buriganga below Dacca 
and flows into the Laky a at Narayanganj. Rome years ago we were 
asked to dredge this khal : and examination showed that there were 
bad bars in the khal. A further examination a little later showed 
that these bars hud improved. We, therefore, decided to leave 
matters alone for the time being. That we were correct is shown by 
subsequent events. In the flood season, not only does the whole of 
the water from the Buriganga flow down this khal, in place of flow- 
ing out into the Dhaleswari. but there has been a reversal of the 
current which has caused u portion of the Dhaleswari water to enter 
the lower reach of the Buriganga, and which now also flows down 
the Sitalakya Khal which has become a substantial river. This case 
is one which shows that it is necessary to ascertain not only what 
is occuring to-day but, if possible, what will be the position some years 
hence. 

I am aware that there is dissatisfaction with the progress made 
in these matters. The reasons for this are that the staff is too in- 
adequate to deal with the immense problems which present them- 
selves; that it is necessary above all things to proceed cautioualy, 
and that it is also necessary to see that schemes are not foisted on 
the country which we know will not work. 

It is not correct to suppose that nothing is being done: outside 
the question of the conservation of the rivers, the department hae a 
large amount of woA to do on the side of irrigation proper and iood 
protection, but in so far as it can do so it is working at these problems 
of river conservancy, and I may say that there are very few cates 
which have been brought to our notice which have not been or are 
not being examined. Sir, under present conditions, I do not see 
ikat we can do more than we are doing. 

I oppose the ]Botio&. 
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The motion of Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti wa« then put 
and a division taken with the following result : — 


AVIt. 


Atfwrjya OlMiitfattri, Maaarala Maiiii 
Kania. 

Afial, MaulYi Syai MuluimiiiM. 

Ahamae, Maulvi Atiaiwetfia. 

AlHiiae, Kliaa aaliaeyr Maiilvi la ia<i ia <i ii. 
Atieullaii* Mr. tyMl Ma. 

Caairtit, laeu ftafnat Ohanara. 

■afiarjta, Dr. rraaiatlMUiath. 

■antriM, labii Praniatlia NatA. 
■amiariM, laAa Jitanaralal. 

•aMif eaba tati itkliar. 

■atu, Mr. r. C. 

■iawat, iabu tiiranara Nath. 

Data, labu lajay Kriahaa. 

■aaa. Mr. iuMiat Ctianara. 

Chafcraburtty, labu Jaiiiiara Natb. 
Ohakravarti, tabu J^inara Chanara. 
Ckattarjat, trijut Dilay Kuaiar. 
CbauabuH, Mavlvi Narul Hva. 
flat Dubt^^ Dr. J. M. 

Datta, babu A kbit Obanara. 

Duit, Daba iaral Kaiaar. 

Oabfufyt babv Kbapawara Natb. 
fiketa, babu Amaranara Natb. 

Dbaab Maulik, Mr. tatyanara Cbanara. 
bupta, Mr. Japaab Obanara. 

Naaaa, Khan iabaaur Maulvi Ailiut. 
Nftua, Kaii iniaaaui. 


Nun, Mr. A. K. raiMa. 

Karim, Maulvi Abaul. 

Kban, Kban bahib Maulvi Muaoani AlU 
Maiti, »abu Mabanara Natb. 

Maitra, Irijut aapanara Natb. 

Mukarjaa, briiut Taraknatb. 

Naskar, babu Ham Cbanara. 
eal Cbauaburi, Mr. Nanjit 
baaaar, Mr. Ananaa Maban. 

Nabman, Maulvi Aiixur. 
ftabman, Maulvi bbamaur.. 

Nabman, ibr. A. F. M. Abaur% 

Rauf. Maulvi iyaa Abaur. 

Nnyi babu Napanara Narayan. 

Ray, Dr. Kumua bankar. 

Ray, trijut Raaha Oabinaa. 

Ray, babu Manmatba Nath. 

Ray, Dr. bhlban Cbanara. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Ray Cbauaburi, Rai babaaur tatyanara 
Natb. 

tarkar, babu Naliniranjan. 
tan, trijut Napanbra Natb. 
tan Oupta, Mr. M. 

tinba. Raja babaaur bhupanara 

Narayan, af Naibipur. 
tubrawaray, Mr. N. t. 


NOKA. 


Apa amv 'WlWiamt, Mr. C. 

Abamaa, Maulvi Kaairuaain. 

blair, Mr. J. R. 

Camaiit. Mr. A. 

Cbauaburi, Kban babaaur Maulvi 
Habtar Rahman. 

Cbauaburi, tba Nan'bla Nawab bababur 
taiyia Nawab All, Kban babaaur. 
Cboubbury, Maulvi Kbartbab Alam. 

Caban, Mr. D. 4 , 

Daab, Mr. A. J. 

Drummanb, Mr. 4 . O. 

Porraatar, Mr. 4. Campball. 

Pbaaa, Mr. M. 0. 

ftbumavi, AlbabJ tir A bia l karim. 

b arban, Mr. A. D. 

Hapi, Mr. P. P. 

Hai ai n Nawab Mutbarruf, Kban bababur. 
Nuaaain, Maulvi Latafat. 
aankinai Dr. W. A. 

Kaaam, Maulvi Abut. 

Ulrb, Mr. R. D. 


Lamb, Mr. T. 

Mapuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tba Han'bla Mr. A. 

Mittar, tba Han>bla tir Pravaab Cbunbar. 
Mabarly, tba Nan*bla Mr. A. N. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Orbiab, Mr. j. i. 

Philip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. 

Ray Cbauaburi, Mr. K. C 
Rasa, Mr. a P. 

Ray, Mr. biJay Pratab tinpii. 
tarkar, Rai tabib Rabat! Maban. 
talaiman, Maulvi Mubammab. 
ttaplatan, Mr. N. 1. 

Tata, Majar Oanaral Oabfray. 

Tbampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travars, Mr. W. L. 

Tarynam, Mr. H. 4. 

Warbawartb, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 53 and the Noes 41, the following motion was 
enrried : — 

** That the demand of Rs. 12,62,000 under the head ‘ 15. — ^Inigsk 
tion ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the dying and dead 
rivers in Bengal, especially in North Bengal).^’ 
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Hit IPIICSIDCNTs Before I call upon Babu Akbil Chandra Datta 
to move his motion, I think 1 had better say that in the interest of gvmd 
debate and also to save time, I should like to have one discussion 
in regard to motions which deal with the general policy of the 
department under review. These are items Nos, 127, 128, 129, 130, 
131, 132, 13^1, 135, 136, and 144. It is up to the members a’ho have 
given notice of these motions either to move their amendments aa 
their turn comes, or to support that motion of the group as may l>e 
moved first. I do not want to impose any restriction. 

4 p.m. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs I l)eg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 12,62,000 under the head “ 15. -Irrigation Other 
revenue expenditure financed from ordinary revenue (Reserved) ” be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to protest against the half-hearted |>olicy of the 
department). 

Brijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 12,62,000 under the head 15. -Irrigation ” be 
reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground of want of confidence in this depart* 
ment). 

Sir, the budget of the Government of Bengal has been prepared 
not for the benefit of the people of this country. If we read through 
the pages of the budget we would be convinced of the inequity and 
injustice of the Government. A costly system of administration haa 
been adopted by which only the foreign Government is benefited, but 
the people are ruined. 

The Irrigation Department is one of the most important depart* 
ments in the sense that, if the Government so desires, it can confer 
great benefit on the people by adopting irrigation schemes by which 
sufficient water can lie given to the i)eople to quench their thirst, to 
cultivate their lauds, and to save their crops during failure of rains. 
But unfortunately in this unhappy land although the universal cry 
is water, the Government cannot find any money for providing canals 
and supplying water to the people. I do not want to waste the* 
valuable time of the hon'ble members by trying to convince them 
of the value and usefulness of pure water for the benefit of human 
beings. But I can only say this, that much of the miseries of the 
people can be avoided if pure and sufficient water can be provided. 

Sir, I represent a district where people suffer from ravages of 
famine very frequently and this is duo to want of sufficient water. 
The soil of the district of Banknra is very fertile, the majority of 
the people are hgriculturisis, but there is no scheme for giving: 
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sufficient water to the people. Daring summer the suiferings of the 
people are incalculable. Those living in Calcutta or other cities or 
even the people of East Bengal cannot imagine to what extent the 
people of Bankura or some other districts of Western Bengal suffer 
for want of water. Within four or five miles radius there is not a 
single tank, pond, or well from which people can take water. Not 
to speak of water for domestic purposes, people drink not water, but 
only filthy mud to quench their thirst during the hot weather. And 
the consequence is people die in numbers from cholera, small-pox, 
typhoid and other preventible diseases. The ladies of villages have 
to go to a distance of four or five miles in hot season to fetch water. 
And during drought the tenants cannot cultivate their soil for want 
of water. The people die in hundreds and thousands; famine of 
acute type ravages this fair land, but the people are helpless. 

Sir, to my great surprise I find that nothing has been provided 
in this year’s budget for irrigation schemes in the district of Bankura. 
I understand that some irrigation schemes are ready and have got 
the sanction and approval of the authorities. But T am told by the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of Irrigati«m that no money could he found 
for the adoption <»f these scheines. Last year, during famine, His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal visited the famine stricken area 
of our district, and he saw with his own eyes large areas of land 
lying uncultivated for want of water, although there is every possibili- 
ty of saving the ]>eople by ex<'avuting the important <‘anal known 
as the Suvankar Danra founded by the famous mathematician Suvan- 
kar. Numerous rivulets run through our district and during rains 
a large quantity of water pass through these channels which can be 
utilised easily for saving the crops as well as human lives. Some 
schemes are also ready, I am told, for immediate action. I may 
mention the Suvankar Danra scheme, the Darkeswar Reservoir scheme, 
and the Birai Canal scheme. The Government is spending money 
like water on Police, on costly administration and for paying high 
salaries to the Europeans; but, alas! it cannot find any money for 
saving the lives of the [loor people of this country. In the Irriga- 
tion Department, uS in every other department, the major portion 
of the money is si>ent on high salaries and for cost of administration, 
large amount of public money is wasted on many unimportant things, 
but very important and urgent matters are being neglected. The 
RonMthay dredger can take away Rs. 50 lakhs for nothing, several 
lakhs of rupees are being spent on large bridges near and about 
Calcutta and its suburbs, the steamer routes of the European com- 
panies take away quite a large amount of public revenues, but 
nothing could be found for providing water to villages of Bengal. 
I beg to draw the particular attention of the hmi’ble members of 
this House to the valuable remarks and suggestions of that world 
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famoTtt engineer— I mean Sir William Willcock.s possibly the great- 
est atftiionty on irrigation. His severe criticism of the Bengal 
Oovemment’s irrigation policy is a valuable document, but I am 
afraid that the gentleman who at present is guiding the policy of 
the Bengal Government— I mean Mr. Addams- Williams, is, to some 
extent, responsible for the present deplorable condition of this country. 
And as the representative of the poorest district of Bengal, I think 
I shall be failing in my duty if I do not give a note of warning to 
the Government and say, “ Do not be so unsympathetic, do not be 
so adamantine, do not be so sinful, but a day will come when you 
will have to repent for your past crimes, past sins, and you will have 
to stand on a trial Iwfore a person who is more powerful than your 
bad selves.” 

With these words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

BtiNl NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Sir, I wish to support my 
friends* motion. My object in doing so is to draw pointed attention 
to the unprecedented attitude of the Irrigation Department in the 
matter of its policy, projects, estimates and works. 

The sphynx is silent. The Irrigation Department goes one better. 
It is not only silent but veiled a> well. Its projects are conceived and 
matured behind tightly diuwn curtaiiiH; estiinates are made with a 
view to mislead, ultimately to be exceeded by several hundreds per 
cent, and useless and costly works are undertaken, less for the purpose 
of irrigation than of navigation, for lienefits which certainly do not 
accrue to the toilers of (mr country. Such works, again, are classi- 
fied as productive. This may be very g(Kid satire but very poor con- 
solation. 

I have on numerous occasions called attention of the Homse to the 
arrogant attitude and callous unconcern of the department towards 
the wishes of the memljers of this House and I presume a climax has 
now been reached. A request by a member to the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the department to be kind enough to furnish a copy of 
the reputed report on the Sundarbans Steamer Route by the Irriga- 
tion Expert of the Government of India has been treated with the 
silence that it does not deserve. Even the letter of request remains 
nnacknowledged. Yet a copy of this report was sent to an outside 
body for obtaining a testimonial. 

My intention is to criticise the policy and methods of the depart- 
ment and I shall therefore refrain from going into details. 

The works of the department are divided into two classes the so- 
called ** productive ” and frankly ** unproductive.” Nobody knows 
what tests are applied to arrive at the conclusion as to whether a pro- 
jected work is or is not productive. The classification, such as it is, 

15 
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if apparently made by Mr. Addams-WilliamB on bis own eetiinates 
unchecked and unteeted both at to utility and actual productive 
possibility. The department has amved at such an impasse that 
neither the Hon^ble Member nor even the Secretary knows anything 
about its afairs and Mr. Addams-Williams must be present in this 
House to give an answer to a question by, or supply information to, 
a member. 

The position created by this “ greatest living deltaic engineer on 
earth ” is that loans have accumulated in an irresponsible manner to 
the extent of Es. 1,18,21,132 up to 1920-21. Additional loan for the 
dredgers in 1921-22 and 1922-23 amounted to Rs. 1,01,89,000 the 
total being nearly Rh. 21 crores. 

Rupees 25,59,258 have been paid out in interest up to 192fi-27. 
The total budget estimate for interest charges in respect of works for 
which capital accounts are kept is Rs. 19,60,000 made up of 
Rs. 4,75,000 for Irrigation works and Rs. 14,85,000 for Navigation, 
etc,, works. The figure for interest on capital expenditure on 
dredgers and the Damcular and Bakreswar Canals is Rs. 5,80,000. 
These figures, 1 submit, are appalling when we rememWr the hope- 
less condition of irrigation in Bengal. This money is being paid out 
of general revenues while Ave are all the iime ill-fed. ill-educated and 
jll-provided against disease and unhealthy c(*nditions. The strange 
irony is that the “ productive ” works in respect of which a very 
large amount of interest is being paid out are the two notorious 
canals. 

The Accountant-General says: “ The * Damodar Canal * and the 
‘ Grand Trunk Canal ’ have been declared as ‘ Productive ’ under 
‘ A. — Irrigation Works ’ and ‘ B. — Navigation, etc., works ’ respec- 
tively.” He significantly adds, no revenue account has yet been 
opened for the above works.” Of course, not; for even the expert 
is nonplussed. As regards their productivity we find that we are 
saddled with a burden of Rs. 19,60,(KX1 by way of interest which will 
probably augment to Rs, 25 lakhs by the time the Damodar Canal ia 
completed. The Grand Trunk Canal is supposed to be dead, but I 
presume it is only hibernating. Its famous 13 2 per cent, return waa 
a myth and the Committee appointed by Government to investigate 
into the matter of the return of 13*2 per cent, was dismissed in a 
hurry presumably owing to the inconvenient nature of the enquiry 
made by some memWrs even before they bad time to sit comfortably 
in their chairs. 

The Grand Trupk Canal has left us burdened witk a loan of over 
half a crore of rul)ees on account of the dredger Ronaldshay alone — 
a useless dredger purchased for a project even before it was sanctioned 
by this House. It is interesting to learn that from 1st January,. 
1925, to the end of 1927 the dredger Rotwldshay was lying idle at 
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H&ndfttpur. Tlie result is that we must go on paying interest, not 
to speak of proyiding funds for the repayment of the loan for years 
to come and the Hon’ble Member said that the loan will be repaid 
from proTincial balances. Productive work indeed! The dredger if 
sold will not bring in even the value of scrap iron. And yet we are 
asked to grant Rs. 19,000 for this dredger including its maintenance, 
establishment, tools and plant, and even repairs. We have come 
across ever so many strange things in the silent seraglio of the 
Hon’ble Nawab’s department that one more surprise hardly 
produce even a mild shock. I understand that attempts are Wing 
made to revitalise this already dead project, this time with the help 
of the Government of India, and that the Irrigation expert of that 
Government has suddenly developed into a Navigation expert. For 
sheer folly and unexampled irresponsibility this project has no equal. 
Luckily the days of Edmund Burke and Warren Hastings are gone. 
For, in any other country, the projector and his helpers would have 
}>een criminally prosecuted for wanton waste of public money. 

The Damodar Canal project is another white elephant in course of 
making. I use the expression “ white elephant ’’ as being rather 
tamiliar to Mr. Addams-Williams. The project is estimated to cost 
nearly 80 lakhs of rupees. What the actual cost will W noWdy 
knows. It would be interesting to learn the volume of work com- 
pleted, the rate provided for in the estimate and the actual rate 
obtained and the amount by which the actual cost has exceeded the 
estimate so far. Unfortunately the replies to my questions on this 
point are yet to come, for the department found it impossible, or 
shall I say inconvenient, to make any. These questions are natural 
since we are assured that in the case of the Hoorhoora (!nnal nearly 
all the estimated amount was exhausted by the time the work was a 
quarter, or at Wst a third, completed whereupon it was suddenly 
stopped, showing a Miiall *iaving. That was a mari'ellous feat of 
engineering, projecting, executing and accounting combined of Mr. 
Addams-Williams, bis department and his dredger. 

I mentioned last year that the Damodar Canal project was conceived 
in the dark, launched at midnight and carried on without light being 
allowed to be shed on it, and all by a single man. The credulity of 
Government regarding the sweet words of this famous expert in ^be 
teeth of practically unanimous opinion of this House and the country 
at large, and the confidence they have bestowed upon him, are 
prodigious. 

4-16 p.m. 

From the traditions of this department 1 am not astonished to 
find a demand for Rs. 13,000 for 1929-30 being a portion oi the 
Rs. 38,842, for a palace for the Executive Engineer at Bnrdwan, a 
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piece of work necessitated by the Damodar Canal project. Whatever 
Machiavellian explanation might be invented for its justification, 
the beauty is that this expenditure is charged to ordinary revenues 
and not to the Damodar Canal project itself. Such cooking is only 
possible in the zenana of the Irrigation Department and it is almost 
incredible that in spite of this culinary process the actual cost of the 
dishes served by Mr. Addams-Williams often exceeds the estimates by 
enormous figures. There are numerous examples of activities of the 
department that no condemnation can sufficiently denounce. 

I have already pointed out that the department practically exists 
not for irrigation but navigation. If Ports and Railways are the 
concern of the Government of India why not navigation, instead of 
the latter l)eiiig improperly included under Inigatiou in Bengal? 

Budget head “ XIII ” gives a clear view of the proportion of 
Irrigation works proper to those of navigation. W^hile the net totil 
estimated expenditure tor the former is Rs. 2,70,000, that of the 
latter is Its. 10,17,000. The former shows a credit balance of 
Rs. 20, (MK) while the latter a defick of Rs. 6,08,000. The provincial 
revenue suffer from this burden alone, not to speak of interest and 
other cooked charges to the tune of Rs. 6,48,(K)0. 

My contention. Sir, is that while even the minutest figures in res- 
pect of expenditure for other departments are scrutinised, or at least 
given an opportunity for being scrutinised, lakhs and even crores of 
rupees are spent on practically unnecessary, sometimes positively 
injurious, and in every case extiavagant works on the strength of the 
opinion and recommendation of a single person, working behind 
closed doors. Extreme pressure has at times obliged the Hon 'hie 
Meml>er-in-charge to o]>eu his eyes and utter a few words that a 
gramophone might have done just as well and perhaps more 
mellifluously. It is an open secret that Mr. Addams-Williams wrote 
a reply, of course, confidential, to the criticisms of Sir Williams 
Willcocks. I understand it was seen by more men than a dozen, but 
may I emiuire why it was not published if the facts and reasons 
stated therein were so incontrovertible that Government could dis- 
regard grave warnings to allow the Hon'ble Member to continue in 
his unnatural sleep? I have in my hand a letter from Sir William 
Willcocks, written at the end of last year, in which he says : In 

my life I have never written a line which could not be read and 
criticised by the man whom I criticised. All other criticisms I do 
not think are worth the paper they are written on.*' That is the 
spirit of the scientist, the seeker after truth and the man of action. 
Why cannot the greatest living deltaic expert come forth with his 
views in the same way? 

Sir, I have said before, and I repeat once again with all the 
•Mpknsis at my Command, that the remedy lies in the inunediate 
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chang® of policy of Government and the creation of a Board for 
0® which sufficient place should be found for the represen- 
tatives of the people. Such a Board could be the arbiters of schemes 
after due publicity had been given them. Star Chamber methods 
have ruined the prospects of the province and saddled it with a 
tremendous burden for generations to come. It is high time that the 
Hon'ble Member, if he is to discharge his duty at all, should rouse 
himself from his slumWr and take action, if at all he is capable of 
it. Or else it is high time that the name of the Irrigation Depart- 
ment be changed to the Irritation Department. 

[At 4-20 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayers and it 
reassembled at 4-35 p.m.] 

BMmj ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: I Wg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 12,02,(KH) under the head “ 15. — Irrigation ” be 
Induced by Re. 1 (for condemning Government’s attitude of indiffer- 
ence for taking up a comprehensive irrigation scheme for the whole 
of Bengal). 

My object in bringing this motion forward is to condemn the 
ii ligation policy of the Government of Bengal. Bengal may justly l>e 
deHcril>ed as a land of rivers. Its history is the history of its rivers and 
wafer-courses. But its rich rivers are now almost dead or dying, and ex- 
cepting the Eastern Bengal districts, the other parts of the province — I 
mean the Northern, Western, and Central Bengal — have long ceased 
to be enriched by the fertilising silt of the great rivers, especially of 
the Ganges. Its numerous branches, though it found its way to the 
sea, have long degenerated info stagnant jwols. The result has Wn 
that the agricultural prosperity of the country has declined enormously. 
The problem is not yet so acute in Eastern Bengal ; but it may become 
so in the near future owing to the facts that rainfall is abundant 
and the land of the delta is still being enriched by yearly deposit of 
silt. But the situation is rather critical elsewhere in the province. 
In North Bengal, and the Central, Western and some parts of the 
Eastern Divisions are too high for inundation, and in Rajshahi, and 
parte of Pabna and Malda inundation has practically ceased. 

According to the Census Report of 1911, “the soil of Nadia 
getting less and less fertile now, it has greatly deteriorated on 
account of the silting up of river channels. 

In Murshidabad, agriculture has greatly deteriorated owing to the 
cessation of periodical inundations which used formerly to enrich the 
soil. 

In Jessore, with the exception of the Kumar river, the interior 
rivers, viz*, Nabaganga, Chitra and Bfaairab, have within the last 
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century practically ceased to be true deltaic rivers as they no longer 
convey the waters of the great Ganges to the sea. 

^The same remarks apply to many parts of Western Bengal. 
Dr. Bentley in his book Malaria and Agriculture ” on page 19, 
remarks : 

Briefly, it is the want of facilities for the ingress and egress of 
rain and flood water which is responsible both for a great decline of 
agriculture and the deterioration of the public health that has accom- 
panied it. The indiscriminate embanking of vast tracts in lower 
Hsngal, primarily for flood prevention and secondarily owing to the 
construction of the net-work of railways and roads that now covers 
the country, has caused serious damage alike to agriculture and to 
the health of the people. In 1912, according to the Director of 

Agiu(‘ulture — * the District Officers of Nadia, Burdwan, 

Midnapore, Howiah, Krishnagar, and Murshidalmd, report agricul- 
tural deterioration In Krishnagar, the gradual silting up 

of the river channels and the insufficiency of railway culverts are put 
forward as causes of deterioration.’ ” 

Sir, Dr. Bentley makes an estimate of the loss in Western and 
Central Bengal owing to the impoverishment of the soil, the lack of 
moisture, and local water-logging that has followed the embanking 
of the country, and the shutting out of the silt-Waring river water. 
He gives a figure which takes one’s breath away. He says on page 47 
of the same book — 

Taking Western and Central Bengal «the Burdwan and the 
Presidency Divisions) together, the present gross agricultural outturn 
is probably somewhere l>etween Rs. 5t) or t>0 erores, or less than one- 
half (♦f what it wmild l>e if irrigation with liver water was made 
available.” 

So that, Sir, the yearly loss in Central and W'estern Bengal alone 
is something like 50 to (>t) erores of rupees. If we add to it the loss 
sustained by North Bengal, the figure would tome somewhere near 
Ra. 75 erores per annum. 

Sir, such is the situation to whi(*h we have been reduced by the 
acts of this benign Government ! Only last year we had bitter experi- 
ence of famine in almost all the Western, Northern, and Central 
Bengal districts owing to the failure of the monsoon. It is almost 
criminal to make the people depend .solely upon the freaks of nature — 
the uncertainty oi a good rainfall — for the agricultural prosperity of 
a vast province like Bengal, for, Nature, left to itself, seldom works 
in accordance with human wants and necessities. The insistent demand 
of the people for measures to improve the siited-up channels and 
resuscitate the dead and dying rivers and khals has been systematically 
treated by Government with an amount of apathy and indifference 
which is simply astounding. 



imi 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


231 


Sir, w9 ask Is the task an impossible one? Whatever may be 
the reply from the Government side, we know that it is not for our 
sister provinces, for instance, Madras, under similar circumstam^es 
have boldly faced the problem and solved it. Dr. Bentley on page 
139 of the same book has given us an idea of what Madras has done. 
He says — 

In 1827, absolute ruin stared Tanjore and the adjoining districts 
in the face. In 1833, the need for wide-reaching works was excep- 
tionally great, when Captain Arthur Cotton, r.e., was first sent to 
inspect the delta, whose population was nearly in a state of rebellion 
from neglect. In 183t), there wa^ no prosperity, when Captain Cotton 
conceived his plan. Seventeen years later Colonel Baird Smith, one 
of the greatest irrigation engineers that India has seen, remarked 
of the same area : 

‘ The permanent prospeiity of Tanjore is without doubt to be 
attributed in a large measure to that first bold step taken by Colonel 
Cotton in the construction of the Upper Coleroon dam.* 

Altogether, there are just over l,0t)t),00t) acres of land under irriga- 
tion in the delta which has long lM>rne the reputation for being one 
of the most prosperous areas in the whole of India. In 1878, it was 
stated : 

‘ The Tanjore works have been the principal means of raising the 
condition of two and a quarter million people to such a state of wealth 
and prosperity as we may safely believe no district of India ever 
attained before.’ 

I beg leave of the House to refer also to the Godavari Irrigation 
scheme. In 1842, the delta was not only a very poor district, but also 
a very feverish one. On page 140 of the same book we find— 

On the recommendation of Sir Henry Montogomery, Major 
(afterwards Sir) Arthur Cotton was sent to investigate the possibilities 
of irrigation in the delta. He found that the delta of the Godavari 
included about 1,700 square miles of country, of which 816,000 acres 
was cultivable, 272,000 acres being occupied by sandy tracts, channels, 
roads, village sites, etc. ; and he estimated that irrigation might he 
expected to increase the gross produce of this area by no less than 
£1,200,000 per annum, land revenue being at the same time increased by 
£20,000. He proposed including the adjoining Kistna delta in the 
flcheme also, whereby, a much larger area than that stated above would 
enjoy equal benefit. ‘ If it be asked,* be said, * how is this great 
turn of money to be obtained? ' the answer is, ‘ Simply by converting 
the water of the Godavari into money instead of letting it run into the 
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The result of the scheme has been summed up in the following words 
on page 144 of the same book : — 

At one time it was brought to a state of extreme impoverishment 
and distress. Since the introduction, however, of the admirable 
system of imgation, it has brightened and revived. The people 
are prosperous and contented. It is the garden of the great northern 
province.’’ 

Sir, what has been achieved in Madras may also be successfully 
achieved here. Bui what is wanted? Dr. Bentley answers the ques- 
tion on page 188 of bis book. “ All that is wanted is the genius that 
can devise means for bringing the water that is at present being wasted 
to the land that is now lying waste. The future of Bengal is bound 
up with the solving of this great problem. For the health of the 
people, the success of agriculture, the weltare of the whole community, 
the prosperity of the railways and the commercial supremacy of the 
city and port of Calcutta, are all lamnd up with this great question, 
how Wst to bring back the waste lands of the delta, the life-giving 
hood waters of the rivers, of which they have been so long deprived.” 

Sir, this Council some time ago adojited a resolution recommending 
a survey of the waterways of Bengjil. Such a survey of water channels 
district by district is essentially necessary as a preliminary step to any 
icheme for irrigation, (tur water channels as well as our rivers have 
been grievously neglected, so that these channels no longer serve the 
purpose of irrigation, drainage, or communication for which they 
were originally constructed. Besides, the enormous land hunger of the 
people and the hunger for money of our landlords are responsible for 
the deterioration of these channels which in many places have been 
converted into cultivated lands, obstructing both drainage and irri- 
gation. 

Even such a modest denmnd on our part has not as yet been paid 
heed to by the Gwernment. They are all along trifling with this 
great question, upon the proper solution of which depends the well- 
being of this province. So, I hope the House will accept my motion 
and condemn the policy or want of any policy of the Government in 
this all-important question. 

Thf Hmi’M Nawab SalMMbir MIYID NAWAB ALI CNAuDHURI, 
Kliail Bafiadurp af Dhanbari: Sir, the time is short and I think the 
Government should Sow be called upon to reply. 

Mr. BRifIDBNTs I will c.all upon the Government Member to 
reply ten minutes before the allotted time expires. 
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itef H. $• SUHRAWAROY: Sir, 1 hope you will give a cbancr 
to th^ side also. 

lift PRESIDENT: Leave that to me. 

Khan Bahadur Maidvi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 have been a member ol 
this Council for the last two years and a member of the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Irrigation Department for a period and in spite of the 
experience thus gained, it has been a matter of great difficulty to me 
to understand the jiolicy of the Irrigation I)e{>artment. I |)er»onally 
have been advocating for the last year and half that the time has^ 
rome when in regard to irrigation, which is a pn)vincial subject, G(>v- 
emment should definitely enunciate its policy. There is a growing 
feeling in the country that so far as the Department of Irrigation is 
concenied, it concerns itself more with navigation than with irriga- 
tion proper. The public feels that the department should justify ita 
existence by bringing up smaller schemes of irrigation rather than 
wasting its time and energv* over big schemes which have ultimately 
to be abandoned for want of funds. 5ir, therefore, I strongly emphasise 
that the Govenjment should enunciate its future jadicy with referenc<> 
to irrigation works. It should not leave the meml)ers of the Council as 
well as the general public to gather w'hatever information they can 
from the unintelligible records of the Irrigation Department. I ams 
not suie w'hether any meml>er of this House has l)een able to understand 
on a first glance the budget and the still more complicated administra- 
tion report, which is at the same time a costly publication. I do not 
think it is the intention of Government to make it costly in order to 
make it not readily available to the j)ublic. What I strongly advise 
is that the affairs of this department should be looked up by a small 
committee. On a close study, I am justified in asking that Government 
should appoint a small committee not only to look into the financial work- 
ing of the department, not only to look into the working of that section^ 
known as the dredger section, hut also to look into the working of the 
other sections of this department. This committee will see things in* 
their true perspective and give their considered opinion and not leave 
us entirely to the mercy of the departmental head. I also think that 
the time has come when a proper and a general survey of irrigationi 
possibilities should be undertaken in order to take up smaller pro- 
jects. I belong to a district where small irrigation projects are neces- 
sary for the advancement of agriculture, but this is a thing which we 
have not been able to impress on the Irrigation Department. One 
word more and that is, that I strongly support the report of the Agri- 
cultural Commission in which it is definitely stated that irrigation 
work and navigation work should be completely separated. 1 do not 
know whether this principle has been accepted by Government, hut 
I think Government should do well to draw a line of demarcaiimm 
between the two items — irrigation and navigation. 
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Personally, I make no secret of this fact that I am prepared to vote 
ior any extra g^nt for increasing^ the establishment which may be neoea- 
sary for separating* the two branches. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I support the various amend- 
nionts for I consider that Government oug^ht not to have the confidence 
of the House, at any rate, of its independent section in matters relating* 
to its irrigation policy. The many resolutions that have been passed 
from time to time show unmistakably that the policy of Government 
does not find favour with any section of the House. Resolutions after 
resolutions have been passed, demands, appeals have been made to 
excavate the canals and give water to the land, and nothing has been 
produced except Mr, Addams-Williams, who adorns the Government 
benches to-day. Hence, let us welcome him to the Council. If we 
have time, I hope he will favour us with an authoritative pronounce- 
ment with regard to the Irrigation pt>licy of Government. Hitherto 
Mr. Addams-Williams’ views have been conveyed in whispers and 
onshrined in documents marked confidential, and circulate<l to a 
limited number of i>ersons who either are not interested in the Irriga- 
tion Department or are so few in number that Mr. Addams-Williams 
-can individually and collectively bamboozle them. We all know that 
Bengfal has l>een converted into a country of dying rivers, it is now 
•desolate, full of malaria, lacking in water, and {>overty-stricken. We 
shall learn to-day how such a comprehensive desolation has overtaken 
Bengal. But we must do Mr. Addams-Williams’ justice. He is a 
busy man : he has got to go to visit the little canals which he has 
•ci'eated. It is apjwrently not his business to go and see if the other 
•canals, which existed before he came to office, are in existence now i.r 
not. Hence how can he explain that while new canals are brought 
into existence at tremendous cost the old ones are permitted to decay 
and become useless. I have had the privilege of an interview with 
Mr. Addams-Williams and like Boswell unto bis Johnson, I have taken 
down the words of wisdom that fell from Mr, Addams-Williams. 
Those words I would like to place before the House, but I am afraid 
I may not have time to do so. If Mr. Addams-Williams does not make 
iiis speech to-day, his words of wisdom will be lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Give Mr. Addams-Williams a chance to speak. 

lir. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: Lkst year on the floor of this House 
1 discussed the main principles of irrigation, and the indiscretions of 
Mr. Addams-Williams. It is not necessaiy to repeat them, but be 
cannot get over bis habit of putting little sluices wherever be sees 
fresh water, recently he tried to put up some sluices in Midnapore 
in the Eussalpore river, and in the south of Howrah, and very rightly 
ihe people protested and Mr. Addams-Wiliiams retired hurt.' Noir 
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the nmi n question is: Is Mr. Addams-Wiliiams goin^ to accept tho 
principle of irrigation as laid down by Sir William Willcocka or not. 
I would aak Mr. Addams-WilUams not to consider that his reputation 
is at stake. We do not say that he is responsible for the past condi- 
tion of things though he is no doubt responsible for their continuance. 
I say — ^let him not add to his many indiscretions by belittling Sir 
William Willcocks. When I came back from my interview with 
Mr. Addams-Williaius, it seemed to me that the impression meant to 
be conveyed to me was that Sir William Willcocks was a doddering old 
imbecile, who had no knowledge of the things he was talking about, 
who could not speak of irrigation bec^tuse he had not seen a flood, the 
same Sir William Willcocks who has l)een invited by almost all civilized 
governments to advise them on irrigation matters, but whose advice 
is sought to he held at a discount by that Mighty Atom known as the 
Goveniment of Beng;il, represented by Mr. A<ldams-Williams. I do 
not know whether there is any body here who is well informed, and 
who does not tiike an expert on trust liecause he poses to l)e an expei't, 
and occupies the position of an exf>ert who will say that Mr. Addams- 
Williams can be considereil seriously to l)e a rival of Sir William 
Willcocks, in matters of irrigation, either now or foi some time to come. 

Now the reason why Sir William Willcocks has taken us by storm 
is that his views are the views of the Indian fveople, views which they 
have all along entert^ained. Views based u|>on their experience, for 
have they not seen those rivers which gave them life now lifeless them- 
selves? I will attempt to contrast the views of Sir William Willcocks 
with those of Mr. Addams-Williams. Sir William believed (1) in basin 
irrigation for Bengal, i.e., by inundation canals. He wishes to take 
advantage of the natural rivers or canals, or the artificial canals which 
have conformed to the level of the country and have supplied the needs 
of the country from time immemorial. Mr. Addams-Williams believes 
in perennial irrigation. In the interview with me, he said, I quote ver- 
batim: “ Inundation canals are not feasible. Perennial canals am 
l>etter. The danger of inundation canals is that they silt up just at 
the head and also in the bed. It is impossilde to stop the beadbars 
forming if used as inundation channels, and also to prevent the l>ed 
of the channels rising " — a statement voiceful of fallacies. (2) Sir 
William prefers basin irrigation because it is cheaper; existing canals 
and rivers will be utilised; all that is required is to have off-takes at 
proper places after the river has just deposited its silt, and the river 
water is clear and regulate the flow into the channels. Mr. Addams- 
Williams presumably prefers perennial irrigation because it calls for 
labour, engineering technicalities, extra work and costs us Rs. 40 per 
acre — this is the cost of the Damodar Canal according to him ; although 
perennial irrigation leads to rise of water in the sub-soil and water- 
loggingand a constant struggle against ealt, as in the Punjab, although 
It leads to loss of fertility in the soil and ill-health. Then I may say 
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at once tliat the bogey that inundation irrigation will raise the sub* 
soil water level should be exercised as soon as possible; one need have 
no fear oi it so long as water has a free outlet and is hot held up by 
obstructions. As it is the sub-soil water has become dangerously low 
and the ground is parched. (3) Sir William believes in enriching the 
soil with silt 

[Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.*] 

Mr. G. ADOAMS«WILLIAMt: Sir, 1 do not think there is time at 
ray disposal to reply to all the criticisms that have been levelled not 
only at my department, but at my own head. So far as I cwi I will deal 
with them. First, Sir, a statement has been made that there is likely 
to be a large excess on the Damodar Canal. As far as I can see at the 
present moment, having pr(»ceeded a certain distance with this canal 
and having gone over all the principal estimates, there will be no excess 
on this (janal at all. I cannot, of course, take into consideration acci- 
dents; for instance, we might have a large flood whilst we are making the 
weir and might have to pay extra money for repairing damage. There 
are certain estimates on whi<‘h there has been an excess or there will 
l)e an excess, but we have corresponding savings, and these savings will 
Ih* utilised to meet the excesses. I may mention that by remodelling the 
head-wwks in accordance with the advice that we received from the 
Consulting Engineer to the Government of India, we have been able 
to reduce the cost of the weir by no less than Hs. 2J lakhs. There is 
an excess on the broad gauge siding to the bead-works, but this excess 
is included in the head-works’ estimates where, as I have said, them 
will be a saving of Us. 2^ lakhs. 

5 p.m. 

Then, Sir, a statement has been made that the department thinks 
of nothing but the navigation side of its work. If the work of the 
department is lociked into in detail it will be found that the statement 
will not bear examination. The next year’s budget amounts to some- 
thing like Rs. 60 Inkhs. Of that Rs. 14 lakhs or so is for establish- 
ment and of the balance Rs. 31 lakhs is for newr construction. Out 
of this Rs. 31 lakhs, very little will go towards the navigation head 
and almost the whole of it will go to the head of irrigation proper. 

It has also been said that I am responsible for the position here in 
Bengal with regard to want of irrigation and malaria and goodness 
knoww what else. . These things have been in this province long before 
I was bom and if ,anyone has done anything for reviving irrigation 
in this province I think I can claim tc be the man. Our irrigation 
at the present moment frbni Government canals is 100,000 acres only, 
but when we hare finished the Damodar Canal, Darakeswar Canal and 
the Shuvankardanra Reservoir Scheme and several other smaller nMf 
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tkat w« have under enquify at the present moment, the irrigation from 
Government canals will amount not to 100,000 acres but to about 
600,000. 

I consider, in view of the past history of irrigation in this province, 
that is a very large advance. It must be remembered that the Irriga- 
tion Commission’s opinion, in so far as Bengal was concerned, was 
that the only project that was ever likely to mature was the Damodar 
Canal and even in that case there was an uncertainty: but we have 
been able now “thank goodness—to live down the impression created by 
that report and I claim that we are going forward as fast as we can. 

Mr, Naliniriiiijan »Sarker mentioned that perhaps I was responsible 
for the classihcution of works as prodiutive and un]>rod active. 1 have 
nothing whatever to do with it; works are classified as productive or 
unproductive in accordance with rules framed by the Government of 
India and which have operation throughout the whole of India. I 
have no say in the matter. 

A complaint has l)een made that very little has Wen done from the 
point of view’ of irrigation in the Bankiira district. That statement 
as it stands is, of course, (orrett, in view of the fact that, although 
we have one scheme sanctioned, we are not able to get on with it on 
account of the i)resent financial condition of this Government, and that 
the Darakeswar Reservoir project and the Shuvankardanra Reservoir 
project are not yet ready; it is the area which will l>e served by the 
latter project that His Excellency visited. Both ot these schemes we 
are working up, but in connection with the Darakeswar project I may 
siuy that we are not likely to complete the scheme just now^ in view (»f 
the fact that theie is a great deal of work remaining to Ix^ done. This 
scheme w’e hope will iiTigate something like 100,000 acTes. With luc k, 
we may be able to comiiiand IJ lakhs of acres; but there are certairc 
difficulties in connection with the reservoir design, and we may have 
to pass the water out of the reservoir through a tunnel in the hill and, 
therefore, no decision is likely to l)e come to for some time. The 
Shuvankardanra Scheme, I hope, will materialise Wfore very long; 

I went there the other day and finally selected the site for the reservoir 
dam. The area it will command is one which has canals passing 
through it and all that we require is to store water during the July 
and August rains in order to supply the wants of Octol>er when the 
paddy crop must, of course, have water. 

Ehan Bahadur Mauivi Azixul Haque has mentioned that he would 
prefer that the Irrigation Department should look into small schemes 
as well as large ones. I admit that this is a very reasonable request, 
but I should like to inform him that there is hardly a single case that 
has been brought, to our notice and which we have been asked to enquire 
into, in respect of which we have not done so. The Khan Bahadur 
^ubtlesa has certain cases in his mind and I would be grateful to him 
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if be would kindly write and let me know wbat be wants me to do and 
1 will send out an officer to make enquiries. I do not turn down small 
schemes and any tendency to do so on anybody’s part is a thing which 
I would put my foot down upon. The Khan Bahadur has also men- 
tioned the report of the Agricultural Commission which recommends 
that a committee should be formed to go into the question of the 
separation of various heads of the Irrigation Department. I am 
authorised to state that this question of the formation of a committee 
is now under the consideration of Government. I cannot tell you 
exactly what form that committee will take, but probably it will be a 
technical committee for the present, that is to say, to do certain work 
to prepare the way for probably an official and non-official committee 
later. The committee may be comprised of members of the present 
Irrigation Board. The Irrigation Board is comprised of the Consult- 
ing Engineer to the Government of India and all Irrigation Chief 
Engineers in the whole of India. 

Mrt Ha ^ ftUHRAWARDYa I am very sony to interrupt 
Mr. Addam-Williams but the whole Hcmse is anxious to hear the 
Government’s views about Sir William Willcock’s proposals. 

Mfa Ca ADDAMS-WILLIAMSs I am taking the points raised by 
the speakers in the same order in which they were mentioned. This 
Board is comprised of the (’onsulting Engineer to the Government of 
India and all Irrigation Chief Engineers in the whole of India and 
we are entitled under the niles to ask for a sub-committee to be formed 
from that Board t(i go into any case that we may wish. Possibly — 

I cannot say now, the question is not fully settled — it may be that an 
outside expert will be attached to the committee. 

Then it is said that I do not take any interest in the dead rivers of 
Bengal. I absolutely deny that. One-half to two-thirds of my time 
is (K’cupied in that very subject. I will say no more about it as the 
statement has only to be made to be disbelieved. 

Mention has l)een made al)out the proposals of Sir William 
Willcocks. I am certainly not in entire agreement with Sir William 
Willcocks. There is one point I should like to mention in connection 
with his pro}K>sal to build a barrtige on the Ganges, which is that 
my department and myself have never turned down that scheme. 
Theit* is not the slightest doubt that if a barrage were built on the 
Ganges in the correct position a great deal of the trouble now 
experienced in Central Bengal would cease, but the question that first 
has to be answered is, ** Can the province stand ‘the cost.” I do not 
accept Sir William > estimate for the barrage but 

{As the maximum time allotted for the discussion of the heads 
“ XllI, 15, 15 (I), 16 and 55. — Irrigation ” having been reached the 
speaker had to resume his seat.) 
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Mr. F. C. lAtU: May I ask a question f 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think I can allow you to do that. 
The gruillotine must fall as the maximum time-limit has been reached. 

Three identical motions have been moved and 1 think it will satisfy 
the House if I put only one of them. 1 will put the motion of Babu 
Akhil Chandra Datta. 

The motion that the demand of Its. 12.02.000 under the head 15. — 
Irrigation — Other revenue expenditure Onanoed from ordinary r<*venue 
(Reserved) ” be reduced by Re. 1 (to protest against the half-hearted 
policy of the Depaitment) was then put and a division taken with the 
following result : — 


Afttiarjya Chaudhuri, Mahfiraja thasln 
Kaeta. 

Afxal, Maulvi tyad Muhammatf. 

■agaaii Aabu RaaiM Chandra. 
aaiwrjM, Or. Sramathanath. 
aanarjM, Babti eromoiha Nath. 
lannarlM, tabu Jitandralal. 

■atu, Sabu Sati takhar. 

•atH, Mr. P. C. 

■itvat, tabu twrandra Nath. 

■aaa, Rabu Rajoy Kriahna. 

Rata. Mr. t. C. 

Cbakraburtty, Rabu Jatindra Nath. 
Chafcravarti, Rabu Jogindra Chandra. 
Chattarjaa, trijut Rijay Kumar. 

Oaa Rtiipia, Dr. <1. M. 

Datta« Rabu Akbil Chandra. 

Dvtt, Rabu taral Kumar. 

Ganguly, Rabu Kbagandra Nath. 

Qbaaa, Rabu Amartndra Nath. 

Rbatb Maullk, Mr. Ratyandra Chandra. 
Ruba, Mr. P. N. 

Rupta, Mr. Jataah Chandra. 


Addama^WilHama, Mr. C. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kaairuddin. 

Abmad, Kban Rabadur Maulvi Cmaduddin. 
Riair, Mr. J. N. 

OaMillt, Mr. A. 

ebaudbuH, Kban Rabadur Maulvi 
Hatar Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, tba Nan*bla Nuwab Rabadur 
•aiyid Nawab All, Khaa Rabadur. 
CbaMUmry, Maulvi Kbarabad Alum. 

CMMi, Mr. U A. 

O abia , Mr. D. 

DUifc. Mr. A. J. 

Drummiud, Mr. d. R. 

Rdiia, Mr. A. Mrtl. 

Paragul, Kbun Rabadur. K. R. M. 
Par r m ta r , Mr. i. Ca mpb at i. 

Pyia, Mr. J. N. 

Rbam, Mr. M. C. 

Obuaaavi, ANwdj Sir AbdaliiaHm. 

Gaiaba, Rai Rabadur RudHdaa. 

R arRd u, Mr. A. 0. 

Hauua* Kbaa Rabadur Maulvi Aiittil. 


Houtit, Kari Imdadui. 

Kariai, Maulvi Abdul. 

Muiti, Rabu Mabandra Nath. 

Naitra, Srijut dagandra Nath. 

Mukbarjaa, trijut Taraknafh. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar grit Chandra.. 
Natkar, tabu Nam Chandra. 

Pal Chaudhuri, Mr. Ranjlt. 

Rahman, Maulvi Aiiiur. 

Rauf, Maulvi lyvd Abdur. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sanbar. 

Ray. trijut Radha Oabinda. 

Ray, Or. RMban Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Ray Obaudburl, Rbl Rabadur tatyandm 
Nath. 

•anyal, Rabu taabindra Narayan. 

•arkar, Rabu Nallnlranjan. 
tan, Srijut Nagandra Nath. 

•an Rupta, Mr. d. M. 

•uhrawardy, Mr. H. t. 


Hagg, Mr. R. P. 

Hatam, Nawab Mutbarruf, Khan Rabadur.. 
Nuvaaiu, Maulvi Latafat. 
danfcina, Dr. W. A. 

Kaaam, Maulvi Abut. 

Khan, Maulvi Tamixuddin. 

Laird, Mr. R. R. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tba Han*bia Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. •. 

Mittar, tbv Han*blt Sir Pravaab Cbu n d mg . 
Mabarly, tba Nan*Mf Mr. A. N. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

OtUiab, Mr. d. i. 

Ormv nd, Mr. C« C. 

Pbtflp, Mr. d. V. 

Prantiia» Mr. W. O. R. 

Rabman, Maulvi Rbumtur- 
Rabman, Mr. A. P. 

Ray Chaudburi, Mr. K. C* 

RiM, Mr. 0. P. 
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itoy, Mr. lii«y FratM tiiifli. 

4«rMf, llAi takib flfbati Malian. 

Mitmu, iiaia taiuiiiir mup tiia f 
Marayaii, af NMMpiff. 

Mr. H. I. 

‘Tata» Malar aaaaral Mfray. 


TiMaiaa, Mr. N. W. 
Tfiawipt aa , Mr. W. N. 
Travart, Mr. W. L. 
TwyiMUR, Mr. H. J. 
Watamvartli, Mr. W. 


The Ayen beinfi: and the Noes 53, the motion was lost. 

The motions of Sri jut Bijay Eumai Chatterjee and Babu Romes 
Chandra Baifchi were covered by the foregoing decision of the Council. 

The time-limit under the head “ XIII, 15, 15 (/), 16 and 55. — 
Irrigation ” having been reached, the following motions were not 
put : — 


Maulvi SYEO ABDUR RAUF: ^'That the demand of Hs. 12,62,000 
under the head ‘ 15. — Irrigation * be reduced by Re. 1 (to express 
dissatisfaction with the general policy of the Government and specially 
for not taking up the Bhairab Project).” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE; ”That the demand of 
Rs. 17,31,(X)0 under the head ‘ XIII. — Working expenses — Irrigation ’ 
l)e reduced by Re. 5,000.” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: ^ That the demand of 
Rs. 17,31,000 under the head * XIII. — Working expenses ’ be reduced 
By Rs. 2,000.” 

Bahu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 17,31,000 under the head * XIII. — Imgation — Working expenses' 
be reduced by Rs. 101 (to criticise the general policy and adniinistru- 
tion of the Irrigation Department).” 

Srijut BUAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 17,31,000 under the head * XIIT. — Working expenses’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (on the gwutid of wont of confidence in this department). 

Biribu JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: That the demand 
of Rs. 17,31,000 under the head ‘ XIII. — Irrigation — WoiAing 
expenses ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to initiate a general discussion of tha 
policy of the Government regarding this department in which several 
lakhs of rupees during the last few years have been spent ineffectively).” 

•rljul RADHA COilNOA RAY: ”That the demand of 
Rs. 17,31,000 under the Wd ‘ XIII. — Irrigation — Working expenses ’ 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the attitude of the Government towards 
the pressing Irrigation probiems of Bengal).” 
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Mw NALINiRANJAN SARKtRl “Tkat tka denand of 

Us. 29,93,000 under the major heads ‘ XIII . — Working expenses * and 
'* 15.*~-Other revenue expenditure financed from ordinary revenue^ — 
Irrigation Department/ be reduced by Rs. 2,93,000.^' 

Mjiit NACENDRA HATH SEN and Maulvi SHAMSUR-RAHMANl 

That the demand of Rs. 29,93,000 under the heads ‘ 15. — Irrigation * 
and ‘ XIII. — Working expenses ' be reduced by Rs. 100 (for not pro- 
viding any mone} for the excavation of the Alaipur Khal in Khulna),’* 

Maulvi TAMIZUDfllN KHAN: That the demand of Rs. 2,90,000 
under the head ‘ 16B. — Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and 
Drainage Works (Resented)’ he roduced by R». 100 (Improvement of 
Chondana and Fpper Kumar rivers).” 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 2,90,000 under the head * 16. — Construction of Irrigation, Naviga- 
tion, Embankment and Drainage Works (Reserved)’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to protest against the inadequacy of Irrigation projier).” 

Brijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 2,90,000 under the head ‘ 16. — Construction of Inigation ’ be 
roduced by Re. 1 (on the gi’ouiid of want of confidence).” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ” That the demand of 

Rs. 21, 26, (KM) under the head ‘ 55A. — Irrigation Works’ lie reduced 
by Rs. 100 (Rolicy in regard to Irrigation Works).” 

SHJut JOGENDRA NATH MOITRA: ” That the demand of 

Rs. 1,56,000 under the head ’ 55. — Construction of Iriigntion, etc. — 
Irrigation Works — Establishment * be reduced by Rs. 1,50,000.” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ” That the demand of 

Rs. 1,56,(X)0 under the head ‘ 55 A. — Irrigation Works — Establishment ’ 
,|)e reduced by Rs. 100.” 

m 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: ” That the demimd of 

Rs. 23,11,000 under the head * 55A. — Construction of Irrigation, Navi* 
gation, Embankment and Drainage Works not charged to Revenue ’ 
be reduced by Rs. 101 (to draw attention to the policy and administra- 
tion of the Damodar Canal Scheme).” 

Mr* R* C« BABU: That the demand of Rs. 3,000 under the head 
^ 55.— ^nstructign of Irrigation Works — B.— Navigation, Embank- 
anent and Drainage Works — ^Productive Worics ' be refused.” 


16 
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Bite MANMATHA NATM BOYl That tha demand of 

Bs. 11,500 under the head ‘ 55- — Irrigation — B. — Navigation, Embank* 
ment and Drainage Works — Unproductive Works* be reduced hy 
Bs. 100.** 

Babtt NAtlNIRANJAN BARKER: That the demand of 

Bs. 17,000 under the head ‘ 55B. — Construction of Irrigation, Navi- 
gation, Embankment and Dniinage Works not charged to Bevenue * 
be reduced by Bs. 101 (to criticise the policy and administration relat- 
ing to the canal dredgers, etc).** 

Mr. SATYENDRA CHANDRA GHOSH MAULIK: That the 
demand of Bs. 17,000 under the head * 55B. — Navigation, Embankment 
and Drainage Works * be reduced by Bs. 100. (Enormous expenditure 
on the dredgers mainly purchaaed for Grand Trunk Canal Scheme).**' 

Mr. P. C. BAStll ** That the demand of Bs. 17,000 under the head 
* 56 B. — Construction of Irrigation ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (Damodar 
Canal Project, Wilcox*8 counter Scheme October rains theory — Irriga- 
tion and malaria).** 

BMni NALINIRANdAN BARKER: That the demand of 
Bs. 23,28,000 under the head * 55. — (Construction of Iirigation, Navi- 
gatiem. Embankment and l>iainage Works not charged to revenue * 
be reduced by Bs. 3,28,000.’* 


MlUivi SHAMSUR-RAHMAN: That the demand of Bs. 23,28,000 
under the majer hek'ul * 55. — Construction of Irrigation * be reduced 
by B«. 100 (on the ground that no money has been provided for the 
Excavation of Alipur Khal in Khulna which work having been sanc- 
tioned long ago).” 

Srijul BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: ” That the demand of 
Bs. 23,28,0(K) under the head ‘ 55. — Construction of Iirigation * be 
reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground of want of confidence in this depart- 
ment and on the ground that the Government did not provide for any 
sum for the construction of Suvankar Danra scheme and Darkeswar 
Reservoir scheme in the district of Bankura).** 

BMlU AKHIt CHANDRA DATTA: ” That the demand of 
Bs. 23,28,000 under the head ‘ 55, — Omstruction of Iirigation, Naviga- 
tion, Embankment ^d Drainage Works not charged to revenue 
(Reserved) ’ he reduced by Re. 1. (Half-hearted policy).*' 
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Kim Baliadiir Itaiivi AXIZUL HAQUE: **Thnt tbe demand c.t 
Es. 56,12,000 under the heads ‘ XIII, 15, 15(/), 16, and 55.— In-iga- 
tion ^ be reduced by Rs. 1,000.*' 


Baba JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE and MauM TAMIZUODIM 
KHANS That the demands of Rs. 56,12,000 under the heads * Xlll^ 
15, 15(7), 16 and 55. — Irrigation * be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise the 
general question of the Irrigation policy of the Government).** 

SHjut RADHA COBINDA RAY: ' That the demand of 
Rs. 56,12,000 under the heads ' XIII, 15, 15(7), 16 and 56.— Irri^tion ’ 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the genera] policy and 
administration of the department).** 

5-15 p.m. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 56,12,000, as amended by the Council^ 
be granted for expenditure under the heads " 15 — Irrigation,** 
" XIII — Irrigation — Working expenses,** " 15 (1) — Gther Revenue 
expenditure financed from Famine Relief Grant,” ” 16 — Construction 
of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage works ” and 
“ .55 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and 
Drainage works not charged to Revenue ’* was then put and n division 
taken with tiie following i*esult : — 


AYES. 


Arl:arjy« Cliaudliuri, Maharaja Shashi 
Kama. 

AsiSamt-Wllllams, Mr. C. 

Afaai, Mawlvi Syad Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kasiruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Sahtdur Maulvi Emaduddin. 
•lair, Mr. J. R. 

Casialis, Mr. A. 

GhaudftuH, Khan Sahadur Maulvi 
MaAcar Kahmaii. 

Chaudhuri, tha HaiChla Nawab tahadur 
•aiyid Naarah All, Khan Sahadur. 
Chaudhiiry, Maulvi Kharshad Alam. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cahtfi, Mr. 0. d. 

Oath, Mr. A. d. 

Omaiaianil, Mr. d. 8. 

Sddia, Mr. A. MtO. 

raraaai, Khan Sahadur K. S. M. 

rarrattar, Mr. d. eamphall. 

Si maa, lir. M. C. 

Ohttmavi, AlhadJ Sir Abdalfcarim. 

Osmiha, Sal Sahadiir SadrWaa. 

Sa r daa , SM'. A. 0. 

Hr m H. 

miaii 'sBliadfir Maaivi Aslmt 
Na«b Mr. S. A. 

MaaaM Nawab Maaliarmf, Kbaa Babadar. 
Nail NNan Sabadar Shiiilvi Shraiaat. 
NanaiWi Maaivi utafat. 
daahiaa, Or. w, A. 


Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muaitam All. 
Klian, Maulvi Tamiiuddin. 

Uird, Mr. N. M 
Uunb, Mr. T. 

Macuirt, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, the Hon*hls Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. S. 

Mittar, tha Hon'hla Sir Arovaah Ohundtr 
Mahaiiy, tha Hon'Ma Mr. A. N. 

Mufcarji, Mr. S. C. 

Ordiah, Mr. d. I. 

Ormand, Mr, S. C. 

AhHIo, Mr. d. Y. 

Arantiaa, Mr. W. 0. N. 

Nahmaii, Mawhrl Shamaar- 
Nahmaii, Mr. A. F. 

Naof, Maafvi Syad Abdar. 

Naaa, Mr. 0. F. 

Ray, Mr. BiJay Fraaad Singb. 
tarhar, Ral Sahib Rabat! Maban. 

SMbai Naja Sabadar th upa wdra 

Narayan, af NaaMpur. 

Staplataa, Mr. N. S. 

Sabrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Tatti MajaHMnarai ttadfray. 

Tbamta, Mr. N. W, 

Tb aa ipa t n , Mr. W. N. 

Trafira, Mr. W. L. 

Tw y aam, IN. li d. 

Wardawartb, Hr. W. 0. 
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•wlii, ■•toll Rmum ChaiMlra. 
BMrm, Dr, PfMiMtlHUMith. 

•ftiMrjM, isbu ProiMthm Natli. 
■•niMrjM, labu Jittmlralftl. 

•Mill ■«!>« tui MKIiar. 

■ntu, Mr. P. C. 

titwat, taby tartiibra Natb. 

BMt, tabu Bajay Krltbna. 

BOM, Mr. I. C. 

Cbakraburtty, Baba JatinBra Nath. 
Chafcravarti, Baba ioglndra Chandra. 
ChattoriM, Srijat Bijay Kamar. 
Oatta, Baba Akhil Obandra. 

Oatt, Babu Saral Kamar. 

Oanguly, Baba Khagandra Nath. 
Chata, Baba Amarandra Nath. 

Oapta, Mr. dogaah Chandra. 

Magaa, Kaii Emdadal. 


Maiti, Baba Mabandra Nath. 

Moitra, trijat da g a n ira Nath. 

Makarjaa, irijat Taraknath. 

Naakar, Baba Ham Chandra. 

Pal Chaudbari, Mr. Ranlit. 

Rahman, Maaivi Aiiiar. 

Ray, Or. Kamad gankar. 

Ray, Brijat Radha Oabinda. 

Ray, Dr. Bldhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Ray Chaadhuri, Rai Bahadur Batyandra 
Nath. 

Banyal, Baba Baahindra Narayan. 
Barktr, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Ban, Brijat Nagandra Nath. 

Ban Oapta, Mr. 4, M. 


The Ayes being 58 and the Noes 34, the motion was carried. 

22.->Geii6ral Administration. 

Tho Hpn’ble Mr, A. N. MOBERLY: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 1 ,()8,5.9,0(M) be granted for expenditure under the head “22. — 
General Administration . * * 

5-30 p.m. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

MDiftvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL, Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR- 
RAHMAN, Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE, Babu AMARENDRA NATH 
CHOSE, Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY and Mauivi KHORSHEO 
ALAM CHOUDHURY: “ That the demand of Rs. 19,300 under the 
head * 22A. — Staff and Household of the Governor — Private Secretary — 
Pay of clerks * be reduced by Re. 1 Oo criticise the policy of recruit- 
ment of lower diYlBion and upper division assistants of the office of the 
Private Secretary).^’ 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY. 1 beg to move that the demand 
under the head “ 22 A. — General Administration — Staff and Household 
of the Governor — Private Secretary — Subscription to Indian News 
Agency Telegrams ” be refused. 

In doing so, I would like to say very few words and as it is already 
too late and therenre many members who want to speak on this matter, 
I shall be as brief as possible. In the first place, let us find out what 
this Indian News Agency really is: it is really an association of which 
the owners are the Reuter and the Eastern News Agency — it is really 
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benami 0f tlie Associated Press of India; and under the name of the 
Indian News Agency they receive grants from the different provincial 
Governments to the extent ol something like Bs. 1,10,000, and not- 
only that, they enjoy certain privileges which are denied to other 
News Agencies which are ran by Indian capital and under Indian 
management, namely, the Free Press of India. What 1 want to make 
out is — ^why should there be this differentiation in the privileges and 
rights enjoyed by a News Agency under European management, while 
the same privileges and rights should be denied to another news 
service, the Free Pi-ess of India. The Indian News Agency, 
i.e., the henamu of the Associated Press, enjoy certain privileges such 
as free railway passes, the free use of Trunk Telephone lines, conces* 
sion rates in telegraphs, while these privileges are denied to the Indian* 
managed concern — the Free Press of India. There are other privileges 
which are denied to the Free Press. I shall not refer to them except 
one fact, and that is that the speeches of Governors and of the Viceroy 
are not supplied to the Free Press but to the Associated Press only. 
Why is this discrimination with regard to the supply of speeches of 
the Governors of Provinces which often contain pronouncements on 
important political matters? For instance, the speeches made at the 
St, Andrews’ Dinner, where the public are not allowed, have to be 
published, and these publications are made only through the agency 
of the Associated Press of India, and that is a thing which is most 
unfair and should be done away with. There might have been some 
justification for doing this sort of thing when there was not any Indian* 
owned News Agency — hut what I want to make out is that if these 
news are supplied to a European company why should they not 
be given to the Press of India as well. Why should there he a pro- 
tection given to a European firm and not to an Indian firm : why 
should not the same privileges be given to a Free Press whi<;h is 
really an Indian concern, managed by Indians and run by Indian 
capital. In this country if protection can be demanded, that protec- 
tion should only be given to Indians and if not there should l>e an 
equal distribution of privileges and rights to Indian as well as European 
managed concerns. 


There is another point which I would like to mention, and that i$p 
the news that are supplied to the Government by the Associated Pres* 
are of two kinds. The great bulk of the news supplied by the Asso- 
ciated Press is really Government news and comes back to the Govern- 
ment, and for that the Associated Press gets payment. So I really 
do not understand why should the Government, which is in possession 
of aU the news, go out of its way to spend public money in getting* 
news back second-hand — their own news through another firm and pay 
Bs. 3,000. Tbtre^ are other things for which the Government may 
have some interest and they can be readily obtained from the important 
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daily newspapers, so abundant in this country. So ike necessity ol 
subscribing to this company to keep the Governors and the Ticeroy 
informed what is going on in the country and keep them informed of all 
the news is really not the real intention. It is really meant to subsidise 
an organisation which has been started for certain purposes^ and I 
shall come to that just now. Sir, the grant of this monopoly to one 
particular institution has done considerable mischief ; for instance, 
attempts are made purposely to withhold some news. Had the Indian 
News Agency been impartial in the publication of news, I would not 
have so much objection. But what happens? We find that certain 
news are purposely suppressed to mislead the people and to suit certain 
policies which the Government wants to carry out through this News 
Agencw* I umy mention one instance. As we all know, some trouble 
arose in connection over the burning of British cloth in Mii*zapur 
Park. From the statement that was published by the Associated 
Press we found that several sergeants and constables were assaulted, 
but no mention was made of the fact that a number of the public were 
also assaulted by the police. I can tell the members of the House 
that I personally attended to at least six cases of injuries received 
from the hands of the police. I can multiply these instances. There 
are certain political conferences held all over the country. Becently 
a conference was held at Mauikganj in the district of Dacca and it 
was an important conference but no mention was made of it by the 
Associated Press of India. Now, Sir, as I have told you before, these 
agencies are not really meant to supply news to the Government, but 
they are really subsidised wdth a view' to carry on a certain type of 
propaganda. We all know w'hen the Simon Commission came, what 
sort of reception they received. In spite of the common knowledge 
that the Commission was mostly boycotted everywhere by the public, 
the new's that were cabled by the As.sociated Pre8.s to England were 
very much retouched and did not at all represent the real facts. 
Those of us who were in England during the European War will bear 
me out as to what a New's Agency can do. Even during the War, 
aome of us had c^casion to know what was done as propaganda by the 
Pi’ess by suppressing facts and news of battles. We treated cases of 
injury received by sailors in naval fights but no news were published 
of the battle, and distorted news were ])ublished which were different in 
different countries. So w'e know what News Agencies do not (mly in 
this country but also in other countrie.s. That is why I submit that 
no discrimination should be made in subsidising one News Agency at 
the expense of another — ^namely, the Free Press of India. This is 
with regard to political news. One can, however, understand that in 
view of the fact that the proprietors of this Company being Europeans 
they milorht naturally 4e expected to support their own countrymen 
whether right or wrong and thus suppress some political news in order 
to suit their purpose. But what about non-political nefwsf I miglit 
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tell fiieads tliat even when news of ckaritable inatitutioiiB managed 
by lagans are given to the Associated Press the latter refuse to give 
proper publicity. Of course in a political matter if they wanted to 
distort the news, I would not raise my voice of protest; but I cannot 
understand why in cases of charitable institutions publicity is refused 
by this Indian News Agency which are really a hena>m 4 of the Asso- 
<*iated Press. With these obsen*ations, I beg to commend my motion 
to the acceptance of the Council. 

Ballil AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE spoke in Bengali in supjwrt 
of the motion. 

Bibu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Mr. President, I have much 
pleasure in supporting the proposal whicli has just Wen moved. This 
is such a small and trifling sum — a mere bagatelle of Its. 3,0(K> -that I 
am almost ashamed to mention it, when compared with the lakhs and 
crores which my more fortunate friends have Wen permitted to handle. 
But there is a question of principle involved. Before, however, we come 
to the question of princii)le, let us see what the Indian News Agency 
does. As has already Wen pointed out by Dr. Ray, it supplies news, 
the bulk of which is Government iiew^s, of which Government them- 
selves are in po.ssession and which they do not re(|uire to W supplied by 
any news agency whatever. The rest of the news supplied concerns 
matters of general public interest; but here, in Calcutta, where daily 
papers are so plentiful and are so nicely printed on excellent paper, 
Oovernmeut would W in a Wtter [>osition to get such news next morn- 
ing from the daily papers. In fact, »Sir, what is the difference between 
the news that is supplied by the newspapers and that supplied !)>' the 
uews agency? The news supplied by the Indian News Agency is 
wretchedly typed on flimsy tissue paper which it is very difficult to read 
or decipher, while the news you get irt the daily papers is Wautifully 
printed on excellent quality paper. Why should His Excellency the 
Oovernor have to submit to the inconvenience of reading this kind of 
wretchedly typed news? As to the question of principle involved, viz., 
the utility and ne<*essity of subscribing to the news agency, we cannot 
kelp coming to the conclusion that this .subscription is by way of bribe 
or subsidy 


5-45 p.m. 

And subsidy to whom? Subsidy to a commercial concern supposed to 
be doing commercial business in competition with other firms. Among 
such other firms there is the Free Press, which is an Indian concern. I 
etated in 1927 — and that statement has never been coutradicted^that 
the Indian New& Agency is a bogus concern. No such independent 
s^gency exists. It is simply carrying on on behalf of the Associated 
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Pmi, which Associated Press again is the same concern as Eenier*s». 
and they carry on business in competition with the Free Press— an» 
Indian-managed concern. Sir, the Free Press labours under a serioua 
handicap. The Associated Press gets a multitude of advantages and; 
concessions from the Government. It gets first class railway passes,, 
free communication over trunk telephone lines and large concessions iu 
the matter of telegraphic charges. In addition to these concessions, it 
pets a large amount of money from provincial Governments as well ae 
the Central Government. The total of this amount comes to about a 
lakh of rupees and out of this the Bengal Government gives its c/uota 
of Rs. 3,000. I ask, why should the Bengal Government indulge in 
this unnecessary expenditure over a foreign eancern with the sinister 
object of killing legitimate Indian enterprise and pampering European 
business f 

. Tha Hon'bla Mr. A. M. MOBERLY: Sir, I did not know that there 
was any secret about the fact that the Indian News Agency telegrams 
are issued by the Associated Press, though the speakers on the other side 
seem to consider it a henami concern. The position is that the* 
Associated Press is a news agency which supplies telegrams and news tn 
newspapers. For the benefit of Government a shorter summary is 
supplied to certain Government officers at a rate lower than the rate at 
which it is supplied to any newspaper. Then, it has been suggested 
that when the news is published in the next moming^s papers, the 
Governor need not have it beforehand. I submit that the Governor 
should obtain Indian news, as well as European news, when be is 
far away from places where newspapers are published, at the earliest 
possible moment. 

It has been suggested that we should give up the Indian Newa 
Agency in favour of the Free Press. The Associated Press has been, 
in existence for a considerable time and I belie^’e the Free Press was 
started only a few years ago. The Indian News Agency has done 
us quite well and I cannot see why we should leave them for a new 
concern. I underatand that the majority of papers contribute to tbe 
Associated Press, and in certain cases where they contribute to the 
Free Press, they have not entirely given up their connection ' w ith the 
Associated Press. 

As regards the alleged privileges which are given to the Associated 
Press, I heard of them this evening for the first time. If the Goveni- 
ment of India give them free railway passes, the free use of telephone 
lines and easier rates of telegraph charges, all that I can say is that 
I know nothing aboht it. As regards this province both the Associated 
Press and (he Free Press are exactly on the same footing ; both of them 
are supplied with Government communiques. It is true that we sub» 
scribe to the Indian News Agency and not to the Free Press; but wheia 
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we M^Htenbe to an agency and when that agency has done ns well, we- 
gee DO reason why we should change that agency for another. 

Then, Sir, I think the last time this motion was moved, there waa 
an evening paper in Calcutta, and there was more justification for the- 
argument then that Government might do without these telegrams* 
There is now no evening paper in Calcutta and the news which is too 
late for the morning papers is not published till the next morning. 

Finally, it has been suggested that the Indian News Agency tele- 
grams are practically supplied by Government to Government. If so,, 
why should Government throw dust in its own eyes. I submit, Sir,, 
that this motion for cutting out the demand for supplying news ta 
His Excellency is a motion which should be disallowed by the Council 
without hesitation. 

The motion of Dr. Kuinud Sankar Ray was then put and a divisiom 
taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Aliainae, Mautvi AtimtMMIn. 

■aftlii, Satou SeniM Chanera. 
Sanarjaa, Or. eramatliafiata. 

■anariM, iabii Pramatha Math. 
Sanaarjat, Saha ^itaiidralal. 

■atii, Oahu taai Sakhar. 

Sami, Mr. P. C. 

Biawai, Saha tarantfra Nath. 

■aaa, Saha Bajay Krishna. 

Bass, Mr. S. C. 

Chahrahartty, Baha JatinBra Nath. 
ChakraYarti, Baha JaeInBra OhanBra. 
ChattarjM, Srijat BiJay Kamar. 
Oatta, Baba Akhil ChanBra. 

Datt, Baba taral Kamar. 

Bantaly, Baba KhafanBra Nath. 

Shaas, Baba AmaranBra Nath. 

Bapta, Mr. Batst h ChanBra. 


Haqaa, Kaii BmBaBul. 

Maiti, Baba MahanBra Nath. 

Maitra, trijat JaganBra NAth. 

Makarjaa, trijat Taraknath. 

Pal OhaaBhari, Mr. Nanjit. 
ftahman, Maaivi Aaiiar. 

Nabman, Maaivi Bhamaar- 
Nay, Dr. KamaB tankar. 

Nay, Brijat NaBha BabinBa. 

Nay, Or. BIBhan ChanBra. 

Nay, Mr. 0. N. 

Nay, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Nay miaaBharl, Nai BahaBur BatyanBrm 
Nath. 

Barkar, Baba Nallniranjan. 

Ban, Brijat NaaanBra Nath. 

Ban Bapta, Mr. J. M. 


NOES. 


Aaharjya ChaaBhari, Maharaja Bhaahi 
Kanta. 


ABB ama w miaina, Mr. C. 

Afial, Blaalvl ByaB MahammaB. 

Ahaauui, Maaivi K aa i m BBin. 

AhmaB, Khan BahaBar Maaivi ImaBaBBIn. 

•lair, Mr. B. N. 

Caaasna, Mr. A. 


Maaivi 


ChaaBhaH, tha Nan*bla Naamb BahaBar 
SaiyiB Nawab All, Khan BahaBar. 

SIhrli, Mr. I. A; 

SMmn, Mr. O. B. 

Mr. A. B. 

Ir. B. B. 




Bh aa a, Mr. M. C. 

Bhaah Maalik, Mr. BatyanBra ChanBraw 
Ghatnavi, AlhaBj Bir AbBalkarim. 

Oaanka, Nal BahaBar BaBriBaa. 

BarBan, Mr. A. 0. 

Baha, Mr. P. N. 

Hagg, Mr. B. P. 

Haaaln, Nawab Maabarral, Khan BahaBar^ 
Mag, Khan BahaBar Maaivi Ikramal. 
Huaaaln, Maaivi Utafal. 

Baakina, Or. W. A. 

Khan, Maaivi tamiswlBln. 

UlrB, Mr. N. Bk 
Umh, Mr. T. 

Magaira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Naii*lla Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. A. 


Yyia, Mr. B. N. 


Mr. A. N. 
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aiMlMrll. Mr. t. C. 

Ortfitii, Mr. 4. I. 

OrSMiMf Mr. I. 0. 
mtilH, Mr. A Y. 
rrMitiM, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rfthfiiaii, Mr. A. r. 

Ray Ohaudhur}, Mr. K. C. 

Rati, Mr. 0. F. 

•anyal, RalHi taaRiiidra Narayan. 
Rarfctr, Raj ialiili Ribati Mahan. 


•mhi, RaM Rahahiir ihupMidra 

Narayan. 

•liRlattn, Mr. H. t. 

•iHirawardy, Mr. N. •. 

Tata, Majar Ranaral Oadfray. 

Thaniat, Mr. H. W. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

Tarynam, Mr. H. J. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 34 and the Noes 55, the motion was lost. 

Srijut RAOHA COBINDA RAY: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of lls. 39,000 under the head ** 22 A. — Staff and Household 
of the Govei-nor -Private Secretary” be reduced by Es. 1,000. 

Mr, President, Sir, the reason for bringing foi*^’ard this motion 
is very simple. I want to impress upon the House the necessity of 
systematic curtailment of expenditure. Deeply and intimately 
acquainted with the real economic condition of our rural folk my 
mind naturally breaks the limit of forbearance when it dilates upon 
the costly aclministrative policy of the present bureaucratic Govern- 
ment. Sir, when 1 see that our rulers are rolling in luxury and the 
poor countrj’ people are wallowing in the deep mire of poverty, I 
resent the anomalous state of affairs. I think that our rulers cannot 
possibly conceive of the extremely horrible condition of the rural 
population. I desire that our Executive Councillors instead of going 
up to the hills in the hot summer should once go to a village in the 
interior of the district of Bankura and live a few days in the midst 
of the village population. District Magistrates, Subdivisional Officers, 
Circle Officers and Police Officei*H should not accompany them. 
Arrangements for making their stays comfortable should not be made. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Whom do you want to go to the rural areas? 

Srljul RADHA COBINDA RAY: The Executive Councillors. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We have nothing to do with the Members of 
Executive Council. We are now talking of the Private Secretary 
io the Governor. 

6 p.m. 

irl]ut RADHA COBINDA RAY: They should see things un- 
covered and unbur^iished. They should mix with the village folk; 
enter their homest^ds, see what food they eat, what kind of water 
they drink, what sort of^ clothes they wear, what sort of roads they 
tread, what types of health they keep, and what sort of lives they 
live. 
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|||» FRitiOiNT: Do you want the Private Secretary to go 
thero and see things? (Laughter.) 

RiNi RADHA GOBINDA RAYl Yes, Sir. (Laughter.) The 
Private Secretary also is meant. Administrators they are— they 
should see things with their own eyes. Sir, during the toui*s of our 
supra-oflScials, local Government officials make princely arraiigeouents 
for their comforts. They see things as they are shown and I'eturn 
to their headquarters after a pleasant tour in the mufassal Arrangre- 
ments for supplying them with all sorts of costly dishes are made by 
their subordinates in advance. They are not shown what they should 
see. 

Sir, the j)rol)lem is very serious. The present state of affairs 
cannot go on for any length of time. Endurance has its limit. 
Delay will lead to danger. Sujipression of the actual state of facts 
will not in any way solve the problem. What is the remedy? What 
is the way out? liemedy there is, way out there is, but nothing 
without money. But how to get money? What source is the money 
to come from? Fresh taxation some heurtWs people answer. I 
emphatically assert on the floor of this House that the country cannot 
possibly bear the burden of any more fresh taxation. The only way 
out to get money is to curtail the co.st of administration. The cost 
of administration is certainly too heavy in this poor country and it 
can and should l)e curtailed. 

Sir, the plea of financial stringency has l>een put forward in 
answer to every demand for beneficial projects to improve the material 
condition of the people. Sir, financial stringency cannot and will 
not cease qnless and until the Government adopt the sane and sober 
principle of i-etrenchmeiit. 1 think that the sum of Hs. 1,0<K) can 
very easily be retrenched from Hs. *19,01)0 from Private Setietary’s 
Department. If such small sums be systematically retrenched from 
every depaHment then I am sure that arrangements for giving the 
people of Bengal the supply of pure drinking water may W made. 
Rs. 1,000 may l>e a very small sum but it will supply at least one 
well for drinking water to the rural people. Mere criticism of the 
policy of administration will not quench the thirst of the poor j>eople. 
Token cuts are of no avail. Real business is wanted. I have there- 
fore deliberately fixed the sum at Its. 1,000. I have systematically 
given motions for small cuts from every department of Government 
which if accepted will not jeopardise in any way the department con- 
cerned. 

Sir, in this connection I wish to narrate one pathetic exjierienoe 
of mine. Last year I had been to a village in the interior of Bishnu* 
pur subdivision. Ratkhanda is the name of the village. In the 
morning I went out with a friend of mine in order to see the actual 
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extent of weter scarcity in the snrroanding area. Sir, 1 toured round 
some five villages. What I actually saw was really heart-rending. 
Tears ran down my cheeks when I saw the villagers quarrelling by 
the side of a pond for getting some quantity of water from the pond. 
Water that was in the pond was extremely muddy. There had not 
been a single drop of water in the whole area — consisting of about 
fi-6 miles except a few thousand gallons in that pond. I returned 
to my place and wrote about the matter immediately to the Chairman 
of the District Board. He came to my place with the District 
Engineer and seeing he sanctioned a well. But for a heavenly 
shower of rain within two days the inhabitants of the locality would 
have been compelled to leave their hearths and homes — begging 
shelter and water elsewhere. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You should curtail this portion of your speech; 
we are not concerned with that matter at present. 

•rijut RADHA GOBINDA RAY: All right, Sir. Finally I want 
to impress u]>on the House that systematic retrenchment is the only 
way out of this miserable condition. 

TN Hon*bl« Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: It has not been suggested 
by the mover of this motion that His E>xrellency does not require 
a Private Secretary, and I can assure him that the budget has been 
carefully prepared and no more money has been allotted than is 
neces8arj\ It may be news to the mover of this motion that both 
His Excellency and his Private Secretary paid a visit to Bankura 
last May in connection with their ins|>ection of the famine-stricken 
districts of Bengal. I think I need say nothing more. 

The motion of Srijut Radha Gobinda Ray was then put and lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. A. F. M. ABOUR-RAHMAN, Maulvi SYED MUHAMMAD 
AFZAL, KaxI EMDADUL HOQUE, Mauiwi KHORBHED ALAM 
OHOUDHURY, Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY and Bate AMAR* 
BNDRA NATH CHOSE: That the demand of Rs. 15,500 under 
the head * 22 A , — Staff and household of the Governor — 
Military Secretary — Pay of clerks ' be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the 
policy of recruitment of lower division assistants of the office of the 
Military Secretary).** 

BMhi MANMATHA NATH ROY: ** That the demand of 
Rs, 1,52,000 under the head * 22A. — General administration— -Staff and 
household of the Governor — ^Military Secretary * be refused.** 
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iifjllt RAOHA COBINDA RAYJ ** That the demand of Rs. 1,52,000 
undtef the head ‘ 22A. — Staff and household of the Governor — Military 
Secretary ' be reduced by Rs. 26,000.” 

Brijift RADHA COBINDA RAY: “ That the demand of Rs. 15,000 
under the head ‘ 22A. — Staff and household of the Gbivernor — Surgeon 
to Hia Excellency the Governor ^ be reduceil by Rs. 1,000.” 

BalNl AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. under the head “ 22A. — (jcneral .\dminisf ra- 

tion — Staff and household of the Governor — Band establishment — Pay 
of establishment and allowances and honoraria,” be refused. 

He spoke in Bengali in supiwrt of his motion, the English trans- 
lation of which is as follows : — 

” President, Sir, I have experience of last two occasions when I saw 
that though thi.s item of exi)enditui*e was severely criticised in this 
House but no attention wa.s given to it by the Government. If this 
band is absolutely necessary such as the salaiT of the I.C’.S. officers 
then why this item instead of making it non-voted has l)een ent(»red 
into the voted amount? Why Gfvenimeiit is showing courtesy of 
taking peoples* sanction? They could delightfully make it non-vot<Hl 
and the matter would be easily ended thei-e. 

It is our bounden duty to oppose this demand. People are dying 
of preventible diseases and the Government are always admitting 
their inabilities to prevent them for short of fund. A Bengali can- 
not sanction such a big ^imount to l)e spent for luxury' where plain 
living and high thinking i.s the ideal of the society.’* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I will have one dist'UHsion on all the motions 
pertaining to the Band establi-shment. 

Snjlit BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: 1 l>eg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 70,000 under the head ” 22A. — Staff’ and household of 
the Governor — Band establishment ” be refused. 

Sir, I shall be very brief. I will only say that if His Excellency 
the Governor thinks that some sort of amusement is necessary for 
him there are a good deal ot amateur and professional band suppliers 
available in Calcutta and if His Excellency gives them an appoint- 
ment they will think themselves glorified and His Excellency will also 
have ample opportunities of amusement and relaxation. Considering 
that the people of this province are dying in their thousands for want 
of food and clothing I do not think it would be well for His Excellency, 
who is at the head of the Administration, to have such a costly band 
esiaUishment. 

With these words I move the motion. 
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•rijut MCfNDRA NATH MOITIMs I be? to inorre that tlie 
demand of Bs. 70,000 under the head ** 22A. — Staff and Household of 
the Governor — Band Establishment be reduced by Rs. 65,000. 

The reason is clear enough not to require any long speech to explain. 
The gubernatorial pomp and show fits ill in a country where thousands 
are carried away every year by starvation and epidemics and other 
prevent] ble diseases. No remedy worth the name is provided by the 
Government to save the people, the inevitable excuse being that suffi- 
cient money was not available for the purpose. The necessity of an 
expensive band can never be justified. It may at least drown the 
meanings of our unfortunate brethren for some time and spread a 
spell of dauntless imperialism (to its listeners) by its exciting music, 
but its reaction is even greater. It is bound to bring in the vision of a 
Nero fiddling away while Rome was in flames. Realities must be 
faced. Any extra pice expended from the people's money for a pur- 
pose not conducive to their welfare is wrong and unjustifiable. I 
appeal to the House, particularly to those who are here by virtue of 
popular election, to join me in this motion. With these few words I 
l>eg to resume luy seat. 

[At 6 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassembled 
at 6-15 p.m.] 


Srijut RADHA GOBINDA RAY: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 70, (KK) under tlie head ** 22A. — Staff and household of the 
Governor — Band establi‘»hiuent " be reduced by Rs. 29,000. 

Sir, I am fully aware that in ancient India, Hindu kings had 
their musical attendants, and this system of band establishment is by 
no means new under the British rule; but, Sir, our Hindu kings were 
held responsible for the sufferings of the people. We would have been 
very glad to support this item of expenditure if the people of Bengal 
had been in a position to afford such luxuries for their Governor. We 
have already heard in this Council many speeches about the extremely 
deplorable condition of the people of Bengal, and it does not look well 
for the representatives of the people in any way to support this unneces- 
sary expenditure. We request, by voting against this demand, His 
Excellency the Governor to forego this piece of pleasure and spend this 
money for removing the distress of the poor people. 


MiUlvi ASIMUOOf^N AHAMAD: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 70,000 under the head “ 22A. — Staff and household of the 
Governor — Band establishment be reduced by Rs. 24,000. 
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spoke in Bengali, the^ English trattslation of ^hioh is as 
follows: — 

“ Each year objection is raised in the House against expenditure 
under this head and the demand was rejected perhaps several times 
but Government go on obstinately including this demand in their 
budget estimates year after year. Rs. 5,731 more has Wn asked this 
year than in 1927-28. It is a matter for the consideration of the 
House how far it is proper to increase each year on expenditure which 
the people do not at all approve of. 

Sir, may I ask why is this partiality for purely instrumental music 
and wherein is the justification for maintaining a separate establish- 
ment therefor? We do not know exactly how many establishments 
we already have for which we have to pay, and how many other 
establishments for which more money will be wanted may soon l)e coming. 
I am not aware whether our princes have such numerous establish- 
ments. This expenditure may l>e greatly reduced by hiring musicians 
when music is w*anted. 

Many of our friends have given notice of the total rejection of the 
demand under this head and I also did this but I have not moved it. 
If the demand is thrown up in its entirety it will be a source of great 
pleasure, and so would be the entire stoppage of music before mos(]ues. 
If this cannot l)e done then we may take away Ks. 24,000 from 
the allotted Rs. 70,000 which will leave Rs. 4,000 or thereabout a 
month for this music. The money saved may be spent on many works 
of public utility. And now J move my motion.” 


Mr. aOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. President, Sir, in support- 
ing this motion for refusal, I will put forward a plea not on behalf of 
the people, but on behalf of His Excellency the Governor himself. 
Sir, we all know those who pay for the piper has a right to call for 
the tune. I am sure no respectable gentleman, much less a gentle- 
man occupying an exalted position like His Excellency, would contradict 
that proposition. If that is so, by providing money from the public 
exchequer for the band establishment, you are going to deprive His 
Excellency the right to C4kll for the tune, because he is not paying the 
piper and he cannot call for the tune. I should think that a band or 
any musical establishment must be provided at the expense of His Excel- 
lency so that he may call for the tune. It would be much better if a 
very good gramophone is provided in this year's budget so that His 
Excellency can call for any tune he likes 1^ purchasing records. I 
think, on this ground, considering the difficulty we aie putting Hia 
Excellency into, we ought to refuse this demand. 
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BAlt iEJOY KRISHNA BOSEs Ii)eg to movo that ike demand of 
Rs. 70,000 for ‘‘ Band establishment under the head 2A. — Staff and 
household of the Governor ’’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (in spite of reluct- 
ance of the Council to vote it, the expenditure is increasing). 

Sir, I well remember since we came to this Council six years ago, we 
have been bringing forward this motion for the total refusal of the 
band establishment, and at the beginning our oppK)sition had some 
effect. When we first came to the Council, I remember that 
the demand was to the tune of Rs. 82,000. In the next year 1924-25 
ihe demand was reduced to Rs. 70,000 and the amount actually spent 
was Rs. 70,575. In the budget estimate for the next year 1925-26, 
I think the Government felt the justice of our request and fixed the 
umount in the budget estimate at only Rs. 56,000 for the band 
establishment. But unfortunately in the next year the amount spent 
was Rs. 64,269 and from the luvSt year 1928, the amount budgeted and 
spent is Rs. 70,000, and the same amount appears in the budget estimate 
■of the next year. 

Sir, we have been told from the very beginning that the Band is a 
necessity. It is a necessity for the ‘‘ prestige and dignity ” of His Ex- 
cellency the Governor. Sir, I want to know prestige with whom — with 
the Indian public or amongst the Europeans? Is it contended, is it 
seriously contended that the prestige and dignity of a Governor depends 
upjn ^bc existence of a band for which we have to pay Rs. 70,000. If 
that l)e so, I would make a concrete proposal for l>eing ccnveved to 
His Excellency ; let His Excellency W without a band for one year and if 
His Excellency suffers in the least in prestige or dignity, I assure you, 
Sir, that in the next year I shall vote for one lakh of rupees for the band 
establishment. Is it seriously contended that the band is necessary for 
the prestige and dignity of the Governor? The prestige and dignity, 
8ir, depends uixm the method of administration ; it depends ui)on what 
sympathetic attitude you show to the i)opular demands. The prestige 
■and dignity do not depend on the existence of a band establishment. 
We have it ns a fact that other provincial Governors, like the Govemo’- 
of the Punjab, the Governor of Central Provinces, the Governor of 
United Provinces, the Governor of Bihar and Orissa, have no band 
establishment. Is it seriously t'ontended, that they are wanting in pre- 
Btijge and dignity? Well, Sir, I will anticipate my friend, Mr. Moberly, 
saying that they are provincial Governors while the Governors of the 
Presidencies of Bengal, Madras and Bombay are Presidency Governors 
and so have got band establishments. I want to know, Sir, if there is 
any distinction between a Governor and a Governor. Is it because the 
provincial Governors a*<e I.C.S. men and the other Governors come from 
England and belong to the peerage and nobility of that countiyP There 
should not be any distinction between the three Governors of the three 
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and tii» Gbwnorg of thf otlwr proTtnoat^ Tka ditlino* 
tioftf Adws that Engrltshmen are as much caata-riddon paopla aa tha 
Hindna although thay say that Hindus do not make any prograaa 
hechuia of thair casta system. 

us now take the figures of the band establishment of the odbenr 
Presidency Governors who have got bands. I have looked through the 
Bombay budget and I find that in Bombay in the year 1925-26, the 
band establishment cost the people of Bomlmy Rs. 52»3<32. Next year, 
s.e., 1926-27, it was reduced to Rs. 51,452. 

6-45 p.m. 

In the next year 1927-28 it was reduced to Rs. 51,252 and in the 
budget estimate for the coming year we find that it is proposed to malke 
a further reduction to Rs. 47,452, that is to say, during the last three 
years the Bombay Government diminished their grant with regard to the 
band establishment. There are 29 men on the staff. In Madras the 
estimate for the coming year amounts only to Rs. 39,000, and thefe 
are 26 musicians and one han^ master. Is there any distinction in 
social position, dignity and status between the Governor of Bengal and 
the Govei-nors of Bombay and Madras? I do not know if there is any 
distinction. If there is any, the European menders will be able to 
say, but whereas the Madras Governor is satisfied in diminishing it fo 
Rs. 39,000; and in Bombay it is gradually diminishing, why in Bengal 
should it be stationary at Rs. 70,000 for the last three years? I do not 
know the strength of the staff in Bengal, whether there are more than 
29 musicians in Bengal. I would like next to go into the utility of this 
band. All that we know is that in Calcutta this band plays once a 
week in the Eden Gardens. I used to visit the Eden Gardens in my 
college days, but I seldom go there now; that land is practically a 
forbidden land now and the Indian people resort to the Victoria 
Memorial. It plays once a week in the Victoria Gardens and I believe 
it plays once a week in Darjeeling where our tired officers of the Gov- 
ernment go to soothe their aching nerves, but very seldom they go to the 
Gardens to hear th^ band, at least I have never seen them doing so. 
That is so far as the public side of the band establishment. 

With regard to the private side, I do not know where it plays. I 
have never been invited to the Governor's dinner and I do not know 
■whether the band plays t^re for^tha purpose of helping the digestion 
of. the Governor apd the Hon'ble Members of the Council and guesU. 
U it is required for that purpose, I think the services of Hakims and 
•Rabirajes should he requisitioned. Therefore the band is absolutely 
qeeless and this Rs. 70,000^ is uselessly i|pent. I join with my Mond, 
:Rabu Amarendra Nath Gbpse, who said : ^ Why (i]iiOuld we be asked 
•lo vote, this A^ipand, for the Gtovemor's band/' l^e Govemor'i par 
. i| lUHirToipfd; of tj^e hou^hold rxjp^see are non-yotad* Thjm wi|r 
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fcl* iMkiillrf I WoM iMrit^ tk« Euir^peaii nMifaen of tiiis ffinm to 
iiOBili)yt my enatgg^m oad 1 ^wovM mak also tko mmbefB of ih» Tr&m0y 
benches to go without it at least for one jear, tmd if Wia fiKooEoac^ 
tkto Oorerhor suffers ib dignity or pmiige, I shall he the first man to 
tbie for a lakh of rupees next year. 

Mr* t« C« ORMOND: Sir, I think the object of all politicians ia 
to convince their opponents, but seldom have I heard {MditiciaBa 
making speeches to their opponents in such a way that they do not 
understand them. It makes one suppose that the politicians on the 
other side of the House in making their speeches have no wish to 
persuade the members of this side of the House when we find them 
making their remarks in such a way that was not understandable to 
those of us who are unskilled in language as I am. If Mr. Gupta 
is not apparently conftised in his legal ideas of agency and agent, he 
might understand that the Governor was the Government and if it ia 
a question of the Governor providing the Imnd, it is the Government 
which provides it and can call for the'^tune. If it is a question of 
the people providing the band, I have no doubt that an arrangement 
may be made by which the people might enjoy the tune. I do not 
know if there is nothing more serious in this House than the Governor’s 
Band — one is tempted to think not. As there are more serious matters 
than the Governor’s Band, I will not take up your time, Sir, or the 
time of the House in,' discussing the matter. But one is only tempted 
to think that the Swaraj party, unlike His Excellency the Governor^ 
who is perhaps a quiet man, do not need u band. It may be that the 
Swaraj party make enough noises without a band. There may how- 
ever be people who would like the Swaraj party to continue in such 
an economical course; but there may be others who would prefer the 
Swaraj party to be more logical and come nearer to office when they 
may also be nearer to this bend, which to Mr. Gupta appears to be 
useless. I have nothing else to add, except to appeal to the members 
of the House not to spend their time toying "with bands, when thei% 
are so many seriotili Ibcial problems li^bich do need the attention, ahd 
do require the elo<iuence and co-operation, of our hon’ble friends on 
the other side of the House. I will therefore vote agahast this cut. 

tlM Mr. A. N. MDitiliY! This bunch of motions irore 

practically hardy annuals until last year when they were not nioveff^ 
and until Balm Bejoy Krishna Bose rose I had come to the coSi- 
elusion that b<?caose they were not moved last year the Honse had 
forgotten the previous arguments. He has, howe^ver, given a jpiH 
of the arlpuaient %hkh in that from the beginning it has always hneii 
i^garded as a fact that a body-guard and a band differentiated filie 
Hreefdency Governor from the Provincial ©ovemer. He Ims 
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quite given the whole history. When the bend was started, 
it (otA m good deal mie than it costs now. It started on somewhere 
about a lakh of mpees; then the number was reduced and later the 
budget provided for Rs. 82,0^; then another reduction was made» 
and more or less by an agreement the expenditure was put «l 
Bs. 78,900 in future, it being held that Bs. 70,000 was the least suBi 
with which a band could be maintained in Calcutta as an orchestra. 
If that sum were not voted, it would be necessary to get rid of the 
band as it is now and merely to employ a few musicians, about seven^ 
with a director, to play at dances and to hire a band from outside for 
other occasions, and the conclusion arrived at at the time was that 
that would not make very much for economy. Since 1925, when on 
a supplementary demand the Council voted the balance of that 
Rb. 70,000, we have kept the figures down below that sum on the 
average. It is true that in 1925*26 while the process of reduction was 
going on, it amounted to Rs. 72,082, but it came down to Rs. 69,000 
in 1926 and Rs. 64,000 in 1927-28. We have kept our side of the 
bargain and we hope the Council will keep theirs and allow us to con- 
tinue with this Rs. 70,(K)0 for the l>and. 

Mr. Bose has raised the question of the band in Madras. As far 
as I can ascertain, the Madras band is recruited on an entirely different 
system. It consists of Goanese from Goa or Madras, and J can only 
suppose that Ijord Carmichael when he came from Madras did not con- 
sider that the Madras band was all that it should be, Wause he 
recruited the band for Bengal in the present Bengal style. As regards 
Bombay, I am not quite sure what the reason for the smaller cost is, 
but I fancy that if there are 29 members they are not paid quite as 
much as the Bengal band and the result is that Bombay cannot get 
the men and that the band is below strength. 

1 beg to oppose these motions. 

The motion of Babu Amarendra Nath Ghoee was than put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYit. 


•■jilii, Mil n^mm caaetfra. 
iaa a rl ta, Or. VraaiataaNata. 
OaMrJii, MOa n ra iB s t aa NaOi. 
■aaairjiib MNi Jitaairalal. 

'mam e. 

mtrnm mm Hava, 

Ststb flHbii 'tCfidiiiSa 

Oaw, Mr, t. C. 



OiMta, Mr. i tm aa oiiaiiM. 

Himauificiia, OaMi Wraaau Dayal. 

Maaiw, Kafi rmeaeiii. 

Haiti, OaMi MaMfMra Nate. 

MaMra, OHJiH 4a maam Mata. 
maaarim ieUM TarakaalM. 

Maamaa, MaMvi Atinir. 

May, Mr. Kaaiatf MMiar. 
nay, irilat Maeaa O a Ma ia. 
nay, Mr. O. N. 

IIM caaaaaari, nal Oat M i ar Mytnam 

mi, 

terMr, mm MIMifmtM. 

•M, ■rilM 

■M OmM. Mr. i. H. 
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MMyjyA OiwMlIiiiri, MAliMift SlUMlii 
' KUn^ 

«r. e. 

AirMUiA, MMutvi KatlriNltfin. 

AliWMl, KiMfi SAluiAiir Maulvi InuitftMldiii. 
Stair, Mr. d. A. 

OMMllt, Mr. A. 

CltaMliurf, tita Hmi'AI* Nawab taliadttr 
lalyM Nawab All, Khan babatfnr. 
Olaih, Mr. I. ta 
Caban, Mr. 0. J. 

Oaab, Mr. A. J. 

Orn ni nta nd , Mr. J. A. 
tibia; Mr. A. MaO. 
tarabtii, Khan lahadur K. a. M. 
tarraalar, Mr. 4. Campbail. 

Mr. 4. M. 
tbaaa, Mr. M. 0. 

Abaab Maulih, Mr. Catyandra Chandra. 
Abuinavi, Albadj Sir Abdaikarim. 

Caanha, llai Aabadur Sadridat. 

Adrian, Mr. A. A. 

Abba, Mr. i. N. ^ 

MdAif Mr. A. b. 

Naaain, Nawab Mmbarruf, Khan lahadur. 
Hbiaain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muamm All. 


Tlie Ayes being 30 and the Noes 


Kban AbamiHiH, Mr.. IL AsbrAf All. . 
UIri, Mr. A. AL 
Lamb, Mr. T. 

MdAUira, Sta. L. T. 

Marr, tba NanHa Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. S. 

Mittar, tba Nan*bla Sir bravaab Chuniar. 
MabaHy, tba Han'Ma Mr. A. N. 

Mwharji, Mr. S. C. 

Ordlab, Mr. 4. t. 

Ormand, Mr. f. c. 
tbilid, Mr. 4. Y. 

Frantiaa, Mr. W. 0. 1. 
taaa, Mr. 0. F. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabatr Maban. 

Sattar, Mr. Abdaal Raaak Najaa Atataal. 
Sinba, Raja AabMur nu p m t n 
Narayan. 

Staplatan, Mr. N. I. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Tata, Stajar Aanaral Aadfray. 

Tbamaa, Mr. M. W. 

Thampaan. Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 

Wardtwarth, Mr. W. C. 


50, the motion was lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The motion whic h was moved by Srijut Bejoy 
Kumar Chatterjee, does not arise. 

I The following motions were then put and Icjst : — 

** That the demand of Rs. 70,000 under the head ‘ 22A. — Staff and 
Household of the Governor — Band establishment ’ be reduced by 

Hs. 66,000.^' 

That the demand of Rs. 70,000 under the head ‘ 22A. — Staff and 
Household of the Governor — Band establishment ’ be reduced by 

EsV 29,000,’* • ‘ 

} 

** That the demand of Rs. 70,000 under the head * 22A. — Staff and 

Household of tbs Governor — Band' establishment ’ be reduced by 

Rs. 24,000.” . . • . I 

” That the demand of Rs. 70,000 for ‘ Band establishment * under 
the head ’ 22A. — Staff and Household of the Governor ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (in 8|dte of reluctance of the Council to vote it, the expendituin 
is increasing).” . 


AfljAiirnfiiAiit. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., tA Tbttrbdijr, 
^st March, 1929, a\ the Down H^aQ, Calcutta. > . 



rroc i diiig i of the Bangal Ligitlativo Counoil m mM wd undor tho 
provisioiis of the OwfmmmA ol India Act. 

The OoiT^ciL met in the Oouiuil Clumber in the Town Hall, 
CaJcutta, on Thureday, the 2l8t March, 1929, at 3 p.m. 


Prasant: 

The Hon’ble the President (the Hon’ble liaja MAnhatha Nath 
Rat Chaudhuri, of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, and 105 nominated and elected membere. 


Oath. 


The following member made an oath of his allegiance to the 
Crown : — 

Mr. 0. W. Gurj^er, i.r.s. 


OiNtuary Rafarenoa. 

mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, I have just now received intelb'- 
genoe that Mr. S. G. Hart, i.c.s., lately Magistrate and (’ollector of 
Bankura, is dead. He was a member of the Bengal Legislative Coun- 
cil in 1918 and 1919, when he took an active pert in connwtion with 
the passing of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919. He was 
an expert in all local self-government matters, and was instrumental 
in establishing Unions throughout the district of Dacca. He served 
in several districts of Bengal and Assam, and piissed a considerable 
period of his career at Dacca as Magistrate and Collector and Officiat- 
ing Diyisioual Commissioner. 

With your permission, gentlemen, I propose to convey the condo-- 
lence of the House to the family of the deceased. I now request you, 
gentlemen, to show your respect to the memory of the late Mr* Hart 
by kindly rising in your places. 

(All the members then rose in their places.) 

Mr* PREBIDENTI Thank you, gentlemen. The Secretaxy will 
pleaee take the usual steps. 

Mr. 4 . M. SEN CUPTA: May I, Sir, with your permission, put 
•one idiort-notioe questions to the Hon’ble’ Mr. MoberlyF The Hon^ble 
Mmiber has agreed to answer them. 

Mr. PRitlDINTs Yes. 
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[2l8T Mim! 


QuMtiMM Ml ihortMitiM 

(to whieh m«I w iwrt hmn givHi). 

Mr> J. M. SEN QUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Police Department be pleased to state how many persons were 
arrested in Calcutta and elsewhere in Bengal in the course of the 
searches and arrests made yesterday? What are the names of the 
persons arrested? 

MEMBER in olnre* POLICE DEPARTMENT (tlw Hnn'Mn 
Mr. A. N. MotMriy): Seven persons were arrested in Calcutta, two 
in Dnc^ca, and two in Chandpur. The names are : Philip Spratt, 
Shamsul Huda, Muzaffer Ahmad, Ayodhya Prasad, Dharani Dhar 
Goswami, Radharaman Mitra, Kishori Lai Ghosh, Oopal Basack, 
Sifcnaith Banaerjee, Kalipada Bhattachai^a and Owpendra Ifath 
Chakravarti. 

Mr# Ml SEN GUPTA: What Labour Unions are these persons 
respectively connected with, and what is the nature of the charges 
against them/ and the section under which they have been arrested? 

Tht Htfl’Mt Mr. A. N. MOAERLY: As regards the first part of 
the question, I am unable to answer it at short notice. The lature 
of the charges against them is us follows : — 

(•onspiraoy to wage war against the King-£mperor or to attempt to 
wage war, or to abet the waging of such war. 

The section is 121A of the Indian Penal Code. 

Mr. d« M. SEN GUPTA: Has bail been granted to the persows 
fkfiwsted, and if not, why not? 

TN Hon’Mt Mr. A. N. MOSERLY: I have no information. Hie 
offence is non-bailable. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon*ble Member be pleased 
to state under whose authority, whether of the local €b)vernment or 
of the Central Government, have these arrests taken place? 

Tht Hofi^SIt Mr. A. N. MOSERLY: 1 understand that tSe war* 

rant was issued by the District Magistrate of Meerut. As regards tlw 
question of authority, I understand this question will be raised in 
another place to*day. 



QTJMTIOHS. 
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406f9H GHAMIIIIA GMt^A: Do the CklTonunont 

iotenil to penalise public-spirited men, who may like to l^elp the 
orgaaisation of labour for the amelioration of their economic and 
aocial conditions? 


Mr. PREtlOENT: I am at a loss to make out how this question 
arises. I disallow it. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA S May I put another question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Yes. 

Mr. dOCiSH CHANDRA GUPTA. Are the Government aware 
that some of these {)er8ons were interested in organising labour Iqr 
its ecoqomic salvation.^ 


Tht Hoffl’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY; I have already said that some 
of them are connected with Labour Unions. I am unable to give 
further information now. 

Mr. d. M. SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Meml>er he ^pleased 
to state whether the Government of Bengal were consulted or had 
any information before these arrests were made at the instance of tht 
Central Government 

Tht Hoil’Mf Mr. A. N. MOBERLY. I should prefer not to add to 

my answer. 

Mr. dOGIBH CHANDRA GUPTA: Did the Government of Bengal 
supply any information about the s^rrested persons befqre these arrest^ 
were made? 

Tht Hofl*bit Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have answered the questions 
which were asked, and I desire not to say anything further at present. 
I have answered these questions at very short notice. Further, it is 
a matter which is not within the purview of the local Government. 


Mr. d. M. SEN GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
te state whether he is aware ihat some of the arreste<1 persons were 
produced before the Additional Presidency Magistrate at Jorabagan 
and that after they had been produced before him, he went into hie 
private chamber telling the pleaders — 



m questions:-. [21in Mkki 

ttr, PRESIDENT! Are yon atking for infomtation, or supplying 
infonoation P 


Mr. il. M. SEN CUPTAi I am asking for infonriation, Sir. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I thought you were supplying information. 


Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: 1 am asking wkether it is a fact 
the arrested persons were produced before the Additional Presidency 
Magistrate at Jorabagan and an application for bail was made before 
him, upon which the Magistrate retired to his chandler, and, after 
consultation with the police oflScer present, came back and said that 
the arrested persons were never produced before him, although they 
were in fact so produced? 


Tilt Hofi’bit Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have no information. 


I 

t Mfk il. M. BEN CUPTAi Will the Hon'ble Member kindly inform 
tike House whether the persons who were arrested in Calcutta yesterday 
were produced before any Magistrate yesterday or to-day? 


I 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY : I have no information. 

Ml*. KIRAN SANKAR ROY. Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that during the searches a book on Hie 
life of late Bahu Aswini Kumar Dutta and also another book entitled 
** My Experiments with Truth by Mahatma Gandhi were seised? 


Tlli Hon’llla MK A. N. MOBERLY: I have no information. 

« Mr. iiaCEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Momber be 
pleased to state whetlter the Police seised a copy of Southey’s poems? 


Mr. PREBIOENT: I do not allow that qtt^ion. 



QiriSTIORS*^ 
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UntUrrMl Quiitim 

(atisMTi to whioii woro laid on tho tablo). 

Coot of iirifigot ovor tiio oanals on tho north and oaat of Galoutta ami 

Tolly’i Ntfa. 

•7.. Babu NALIMIRANJAN BARKER: Will the Honblo 

Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing the estimated cost in conueetioii 
with the bridges over the canals on the north and east, of the city 
of Calcutta and Tolly's Nala^ shown separately under the name of 
each such bridge with details regarding (Government and other con- 
tributions, grants, if any, made by Government or any other bodies 
as also the actual amount of expenditure, surrenders and reappro- 
priations made and deficits provideil, during each of the years 1926-26, 
192()-27 and 1927-28, respectively P 

MEMBER in eharga of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (thP 
Hon’blo Nawah Bahadur taiyid Naurab All Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur^ 
of Dhimbari): A statement is laid on the table. 



QUESTIONS. 
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Motion for an adia utn iiitwl af Mia Hauaa. 

Mr. JOCEiH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, 1 agk for leave to move 
an adjournment of the House on a matter of urgent public importance, 
viz., the recent arrests and house searches in Calcutta and the province 
of Bengal. I have obtained the President’s permission to move the 
motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have just now been informed that His 
Excellency the Governor has disallowed the motion under section 
71 (2) of the Bengal Legislative Council Rules and Standing Orders. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: On a point of information, 
Sir. Has any reason been assigned for disallowing this motion P 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I think His Excellency has communicated with 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department, and you may 
put the question to him if you so desire. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department he pleased to state the reasons, if 
any, for disallowing this motion for the discussion of a question of 
public importance? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is the Hon'ble Member willing to disclose Iho 
reasons? 

Tlw Hoffi’blf Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have not actually seen 
His Excellency’s order, but I assume that be has disallowed this 
motion on the ground that it relates to a matter which is not primarily 
the concern of the local Government. 

Mr. JOGEiH CHANDRA GUPTA: May I, Sir, put a supple 

ment^ry question arising out of this question P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. 

Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: You allowed me to put Uw 

first question, and so I submit that you ehould a]k>w me to put tbas 
supplementary question also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ]fr* Gupta, I moet point out that there w«i 
no question of which you had given proper and timely notke, so yo« 
have no right to put supplementary questions arising out ed it. 



MKAHDS FOR^RAKTS. 
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IMRI 

Ml^ JOCCSH 6MAII9BA CU^At Sir, witb y<mr jp^miasiMk, I 
ahouM like to pot one question in order to elucidate and understand 
tke pmtim. It is o|)«ti to tbt Hon*Me Mniiber to refuse to Mvwur 
it 


Mr. PRESIDENT: What is it? 

Mr. flOOESN GHANDRA GUPTA: Tbe question is ibis: If people 
of this province are arrested, is it not a concern of this province? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a tiuestion which k covered Uy the 
loiswer already given by the Hon’bh? Member. 


DiliiafHii for Cronti. 

22.->Coii6ral Administmtiofi. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mr. P. C. BASU: “ That the demand of Its. 1,00,000 under the 
head ‘ 22A . — Staff and household of the Governor — Bodyguard estab- 
lishment ' be refused.'’ 

MwilYi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: I formally beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. l,(Ki,(K)0 under the head 22A. — Staff and household 
of the Governor — Bodyguard establishment ” be reduced by 
Bs. 50,000. 

Tlli Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, the mover has given na 

reason for the reduction of the bodyguard establishment. I have 
already pointed out before that for the Governor of a Presidency a 
bodyguard is Dece8sar>\ The bodyguard in Bengal, as I have pointed 
out on a previous occasion, has proved very useful on occasions of 
rioting, as well as itt its regular capacity as a bodyguard. The cost 
is no greater than we can possibly help. We scrutinise every item 
most jealously, though I may mention here that the cost of the body- 
guard is conditioBed more or lees by conditions in the Indian army,, 
heoauae the men of the bodyguard are recruited from ^ smne typo 
of farms as the Indian Anny are recruited from, and we would not 
he abie to get recruits if we were to reduce die pay mucli below ibw 
lUiii cumnit in the Indian Army. 

KPith these fetr words, Sir, 1 beg to oppose the motion. 

The motioa W Maulvi Aeimnddin Ahamad was then put and leet^ 
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•iTIie falli^win^ ' motiOQs were called but'aot 'mai^eA:^ 'f/ 

trIJilt HADHA GOIINOA HAY: That the demand ^ 
Be. 1,00,000 under the head * 22A. — Staff and household of ti 

'Governor — Bodyguard establishment ’ be reduced by Bs. 20,000/' 

Mr. D. N. ROY iiul Maiilvi AtIMUDDIN AHAMAD: That th 
deiinand of Bs. 3,76,000 under the head * 22A. — General adminfstn 
tion — Staff and household of the Governor ' be refused." 

Ribu KHACENDRA NATH CANaULY: "That the demahd c 
Bs. 3,76,000 under the head 22A. — General administration -^tad 
and household of the Governor ' be reduced by Bs. 1,00,000." 

Srijut BldAY KUMAR CHATTERdjEE: "That the demand o 
Bs. 3,76,000 under the head ‘ 22A. — Sta!ff and household of th 

Governor ’ be reduced by Bs. 1,00,000 (on the ground of checkin] 
extravagance and need for economy)." 

triJut RAOHA COBINDA RAY: That the demand of Bs. 3.76,00 
under the head * 22 A, — Staff and household of the Governor ' be reduc 
ed by Bs. 76.000." 

BilNf MANMATHA NATH ROY: " That the demand o 
Bs. 3,76,000 under the head ‘ 22. — General administration — Staff an( 
household of the Governor ' be reduced by Bs. 100 (to raise a discus 
eion on the high salary, emoluments, allowances and perquisites o 
the Governor, as also his constitutional position)." ’ 

I 

EHJut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: That the demand o 
Bs. 3,76,000 under the head ‘ 22A. — General administration — Staf 
and household of the Governor’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss th< 
^pcqessive cost)." 

8ri|ut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I beg to move that th'< 
^demand of Bs. 21,000 under the head 22D. — Executive Council * 
be refused. ^ 

' You will see from the Budget Estimate that this detailed aGeoui|i 
Ko. 22D refers to travelling allowances, etc., of the Executive Council. 
In moving my motion, I propose to invite the attention of the SEousc 
‘to the manner in. which the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Eail< 
way Department has sadly neglected his duties in hie failure to oomiro] 
Railway administration^ in this province, so far as it is with^ the 
ooinpeienoy of the Provincial Government; and in doing so, I oaniiol 
•do better than ' illustrate my arg^meuf* by a oomparativa ol 
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the mliJiileld ineonTenienees and discomforts which the general public 
have to suffer at the hands of the different Railway administrations. 
Members of the Executive Council who travel in saloons and first 
class coaches have absolutely no idea of the discomforts of travelling 
in Intermediate or 3rd class carriages, and I think that, human beings 
as they are, they should have some sympathy for, and should show 
some consideration towards, the general public at large. In Bengal 
we have three important Railway administrations operating, namely, 
the East Indian Railway and the Eastern Bengal Railway which are 
managed by the State, and the Bengal-Nagpur Railway which will 
be soon going under the management of the Government also. When- 
ever any question almut the administration of the Railway is asked, 
Government seek shelter by saying that “ Railways is a Central 
subject and so immune from the control of the Iwal Government. 
But I think, and I believe, hon'ble gentlemen here will also agree 
with me, that there are matters which are purely Iw’al Government 
matters, and in which it is idle to expert the Central , Government to 
take any intei'est whatsoever. Even if it were a (Vntral subject, 
people cun legitimately expect that the local Government, l>eing the 
avowed custodians of the health and the comfort of the people, ai*e 
responsible in this matter. Anyone who will make a survey of the 
Eastern Bengal Railway under the management of Mr. Pearce, the 
Agent, and Mr. Bocquet, the (General Traffic Manager, will not fail 
to mark the absolute incompetence of these officers to rise to the oc- 
casion and keep pace with the efforts made in other directions to pro- 
vide for the comforts of the travelling public. Nay, during their 
administration of the Eastern Bengal Railway the.se estimable gentle- 
men have only drawn fat salaries and have disappointed the public 
in everything, and this is so l>ecause the Hon’ble Member, w’ho should 
keep a strict watch over them, has sadly neglected his duties. Fares, 
speed, and comfort are the three things which vitally concern the 
people. The faies were enhanced during the war, but while the 
East Indian Railway and the Bengal-Nagpur Railway have con- 
siderably reduced their fares, the authorities of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway have not yet seen their way to effect any considerable or 
*even substantial reductions. And the Hon^ble Member-in-(*harge has 
not raised his little finger to induce the Eastern Bengal Railway 
authorities to reduce their fares. The 2nd class and inter class fares 
atill stand at 16 pies and 6 pies per mile respectively— a thing no- 
where else to be found. The Ist class fares have been reduced from 
^ pies to 24 pies, still this is very high in comparison with the rate 
prevailing on the East Indian Railway and the Bengal-Nagpur Rail- 
way. 

The llrd class fares have been reduced from the 16tb March in locil 
liooirtitg, Intt this reduction is a bluff and a misnomer. Third elnti 

IS 
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lam above 150 miiefi only baye been reduced. Now, tlie Eastej 
Bengal Railway is divided into many sections, the Central and tl 
Southeni sections are each less than 150 miles in length. The Eastei 
section is 167 miles long. The terminus of the Northern sectioi 


Biliguri, is 335 miles from Calcutta. The following table will sho 
the glaring di^erences in fares as charged on the East Indian Railwi 
and the Eastern Bengal Railway; — 

Calcutta to Siliguri (Eastern Bengal 

Railway) — 335 miles. 


Rs. A. 

1st class 

... 36 2 

2n(l class 

... 21 6 

Inter class 

... 9 1 

3rd class 

... 6 2 

On the East Indian Railway the rates are as follows: — 

Calcutta to Patna — 338 miles; that is 
tance from Calcutta to Siliguri. 

3 miles more than the dii 


Rs. A. 

1st class 

... 33 10 

2nd class 

... 16 13 

Inter class 

... 8 8 

3rd class 

... 4 7 


Tho Hon*No Mr. A. MARR: May I rise on a point of order, Sir 
The l<K^al Government have nothing to do with these questions at al 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 know that some latitude is always given i 
the members when discussing a demand for grant for Members of th 
Executive CoucidLl. But your point is that Mr. Sen has touche 
a Central subject. When objection has been taken he should not g 
any further in this strain. 

iHJill NAGENDRA NATH SEN: May I submit, Sir, that it i 
in the power of the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Railway Depari 
ment to induce the Railway authorities to reduce their fares, and thfl 
he has sadly neglec^ted his duty? 

Mr. PREilDENTf 'Please do not pursue that point. The Hon’bl 
Member has already pointed out that it is not in his power to dei 
with a Central matter. 
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Sitjit HACEHORA NATH SENS Now about speed. The Central 
section trains are models in this respec't. In 1884, when this section 
was opened the distance between Calcutta and Khulna was 128 miles 
vid Ranaghat. In those days, the morning train starting from 
Calcutta at 7-30 hrs. used to rew'h Khulna, a distance of 128 miles at 
15-18 hrs., that is in 7 hours 48 minutes. 

Mf> PRESIDENT: Mr. Sen, you have not given up the point; I 
quite realise your difficulty with a written speech but you must cur- 
tail that poi-tion of your speech. 

Snjut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Very well. The attention of 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Railway Department has often 
been drawn to this deplorable condition of the Railways, but with no 
effect. Let the Hon^ble Member-in-charge say what he ha.s done, 
during the lifetime of this Council and during his tenure of office, 
to redress any of these grievances. Is he not morally and legally 
responsible for the ills to which the passengers ai-e put, owing to the 
negligence of the men of liis Department who have got to supervise 
the working of the Railways? 

The other day, the Hon ’hie Mr. Marr invited us to visit the 
Rengol Government Press; to-day, I invite him to accompany me 
any day that may l)e convenient to him to enable me to substantiates 
the above charges. May I ask him to see for himself the condition 
of the railway carriages especially the lower class ones? 

Then, as regards the constitutional question that has been raised 
by some of my friends, I submit that travelling allowances and hill 
allowances which are detailed in account No. 22D should he entirely 
refused. Since the SO’s and the 90’8 of the last century, we have been 
familiar with a lot of agitation against this annual exo<lus of the 
Government to the hills. I'his exodus has been condemned yearly 
from the platform and on the floor of this House. If the Members of 
the Executive Council want to go to the hills, they should pay their 
travelling and hill allowances out of their own pockets. Why should 
the tax-payer be charged with the expenses for the comfort of the 
Members of the Executive Council? 

With these few words, Sir, I beg to move this motion. 

•HfUt RADHA GOSINOA RAY: Sir, the subject has been dis* 
cussed many times both inside and outside the Council, and many 
brilliant speeches have been delivered in the past. The system of 
divided responsibility in the present constitution of our Quvemment 
has been condemned by all shades of political opinion and parties iu 
the country. 'R^en the Reforms were fllrsi introduced, the inherent 
Selects of the system were foreseen by the advanced political thinkera 
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of thi« country, and they condemned them in no unequirocal vuice 
Thoee of our political thinkera, who, at the time of the inaagnraticn 
of the Reformed Constitution, covetous of gold and power, accepter 
the constitution were very soon disillusioned and made strictures an< 
comments which fully justified the apprehensions of the advanced an< 
extreme thinkers. 

Sir, the Executive Omncillors controlling the better half of th< 
Government, and the Ministers controlling the weaker half, remind m< 
of the picture of in our Puranas, It is a grotesque com' 

binatioii of two creatures of opposite sexes, as it were, forcibly joinec 
by an external agencty to form a (iomplete whole. This unnatura 
system cannot function well. Autocracy environing and fencing 
democracy has given rise to “ idiocra^y,’’ (if I may be allowed to coir 
the expression), and we have had bitter experience of that. 


3-46 p.m. 

Sir, this anomalous form of constitution in which Executive Coun- 
cillors have not the least necessity of obeying the popular will and the 
Ministers conjoined to them like a wagon attached to a passenger train 
should \ye shattered without delay. The responsible Govenmient ha? 
no meaning unless the Legislature (‘ontrols the Executive and the 
purse. The Executive Councillors sitting tight over there— thoroughly 
safe in their position-responsible not to the liegislature but to an 
authority six thousand miles away, have helped to create an atmos- 
phere of hollow dignity, and exhortations during discussions in this 
Council seem to be like child's cravings, l^assing over the budget 
figures we are arrested in every line by non-voted items. All figures of 
unnec^essary exi)enditures are saved from our pruning knife and we are 
allowed to pass it through a region where knife has no function to 
serve. 


The benefi<teiit administration of the Executive Councillors is every- 
where palpable and the “ sacred charge ” entrusted to the care of our 
rulers have been fwthfully preserved. The revenue realised from all 
sorts of moral and immoral sources are beinjr spent like water to keep 
up the huRc machinery of administration and the “ sacred charge ” is 
surcharjred with malaria, cholera, kala-aaar, etc., and various other 
types of human ailments. 


. ir, the yroatest of modern Indian politician, late Beshatwadhn 
Chittaranjan Daa, had the political sajracity to gee throuirh the 
anomalous nature of the present constitution emerging out of British 
diplomacy and ha.dwlined to work it out. He whole-heartedly tried 

communal coneiiWtions 
blighted the national consciousness of many of our countrymen and the 
wise counsel of our leader has not been acted out in anioa. Thm 
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hybrid isonstitutioiiai framework in spite of many dashing onrush is still 
on its loondatioii, but the days are not far off when it will be shattered 
out of existence. 

f 

BldHi KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: Sir, the motion which 
stands in my name runs as follows: — 

“ That the demand of Us. 21,000 under the head * 22D. — General 
administration — Executive Council * be reduced by Rs. 2,826.’* 

Sir, this cut is not a substantial cut nor is it a token cut for dis- 
cussing the policy of Goveniment in this matter. This motion has been 
actuated with a desire to point out to the Government how tf) economise 
its resources. Year after year Government has been treading the 
primrose path of lavish expenditure. The blue bewk supplied to us will 
show that the figure of actual exjienditure for the year 1927-28 was 
Us. 19,175, whereas the demand for the ensuing year is Rs. 21, (HK). 
By moving a cut of Rs. 2,825 my object is to bring the figure of expen- 
diture to the actuals for 1927-28. In other words, if Government 
could manage their business with a smaller amount in 1927-28, there is 
no earthly reason why a larger sum is required for this year. I know’ 
it is alwolutely futile and useless to discu.ss the general policy in this 
connection. We have been discussing it year after year and it woubl he 
superfluous on my part to say that money saved, by economising trom 
these and similar items might ver>' well be utilised for improving the 
nation-buibling de[)artments. The Government have been shamefully 
neglecting all important measures in coune«’tion with the removal of 
illitera<y, in connection with the stamjiing out of preventible diseases 
from Bengal and lastly in connection writh the inipnivement of sanita- 
tion. But they know how' to extort more money for their owm (con- 
venience and comfort. 

I, therefore, move that my modest cut of Rs. 2,825 lie acc epted by 
the House. 

Bibu NALINIRANdAN BARKER: I Wg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 21,000 under the head “ 221). Executive Council ” l>e reduced 
by Rs. 101 (to raise a discussion on the constitution). 

Sir, my object in moving this motion is, I am sure, well-known to 
all aections and parties in this Council. We have moved it before, 
and other representatives of the people have done so in the Assembly 
and other Provincial Councils, but let it not, therefore, be supposed 
that we have merely fallen into a blind habit or succumbed to a pre- 
vailing fashion. I move this cut as a token of the profound dissatis- 
faction which the people of this province feel with the existing system 
ol Government and of their insistent and imperative demand for its 
being changed or ended. Further, it is a token of the growing 
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'exasperation of feeling- at the total unresponsiveness of the die-hard 
powers that be to such a united demand. As popular representatives 
elected to a body which in the proper order of things should be the 
ruling authority in this province, it is our duty to restate our position 
and emphasise our demand till the desired consummation is attained. 
1 do not, however, intend to go over the old familiar grounds, or to 
refer to matters such as the constitution of the Central Government 
which, it may be urged, do not concern this Council immediately, and 
thereby start the Hon'ble Mr. Moberly again on the hunt for loop- 
holes and backdoors by which he may escape our criticism. I propose 
to confine myself strictly to the problem of the constitution of the 
cabijiet and to those official views in that connection of which 
Mr. MoWrly and his colleagues are the accredited sponsors. And in 
doing so it is not my desire to rejjeal the discussion of the academical 
problem regarding the incompatibility of the dual form of Government 
by the so-called Executive (-ouncil and ministry, since that ground was 
exhaustively covered by me before in this Council. Moreover, the 
Government of Bengal is now committed to its own views in spite of the 
unanimous admission of the failure of the system. I may incidentally 
mention, Sir, that it is a matter of profound surprise to this House 
that Government should have thought fit t(» seek, under every kind of 
pretext and halting excuse, to retain this dualism as far as they can in 
our future constitution. It is an oj^en secret, and I ask them to deny 
if they cun, that the Government of Bengal have decided, after the most 
anxious consideration, to recommend an advance in so-called responsible 
government but only on condition that safeguards are at present pro- 
vided for the administration of certain subjects, viz., Political, Apixiint- 
ment, Police, Judicial, Jails, Eumpean Education and Finance. This 
releases only Revenue, Irrigation and a few minor subjects. The 
advance pniposed is, therefore, a mere change in terminologry. The 
names Reserved ” and “ Transferred Departments and “ Execu- 
tive Councillors ” may go if only they leave in their place “ safe- 
guoi-ded ” and “ unsafegnarded subjects ” “ official ministers ” and, 
I suppose, “ unofficial ministers.” 

The proposal may generally he summarised as follows: — 

(1) The {lerpetuation of the principle that there must be safe- 
guards, both w'ithin the I^egislature and within the Provincial Execu- 
tive Government. 

(2) The safeguard within the I^egislature being provided by a 
aecond chamber and that within the Executive by the appointment of 
two official ministers for the safeguarded subjects. These two official 
ministers out of seven im all will not be responsible to the Legislature. 

I refrain from discussing the proposition of the second chamber at 
the present moment. 
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(3) He powers proposed to be vested in the Governor are very 
much tvider than those now existing and of a nature which even 
MussoKni might envy. The Governor will have the power even to 
suspend the entire constitution in case of certain situations created by 
the Opposition (meaning practically the Swarajists), including the dis- 
missal at bis sweet will and pleasure not only of a minister but the 
whole ministiy if in the opinion of the Governor the safety or tran- 
quility or the interests of the Province demanded such a dismissal. 
If this be an advance in responsible government, may the heavenly 
powers defend us! 

The HOfl’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: May I ask the speaker what 
the source of his information is? 

Babu MALI N IRANIAN BARKER. I am not bound to say. He 
can find it out if he can, or he can contradict me. 

I do not propose to repeat the views expressed by the lett«lers of 
all Indian parties and communities in every (.'ouncil and Assembly 
irres[)ective of their political creed, in regard to the retention of the 
irresponsible Executive. Even the Associated rhanil)er8 of Com- 
merce who cannot be wcused of a hyjiercritical attitude where this 
Oovernment is concerned, have <leclared themselves in favour of the 
abolition of Executive Councils and the establishment of full respon- 
sible government in the provinces. The Executive (’ouncil however 
have gained the ears of the powers that l)e and hatched unh(»ly plots 
•against our freedom and progress. Instead of rendering service as 
public seiTants they have arrogated to themselves the positions of 
masters, presuming to judge when they should have been content to 
be judged. In the fa<‘e of the growing volume of public* opinion in 
favour of a(;conling this Council its rightful place in the governance 
of this Province, the Executive Council has fonnulated a new scheme 
with the object of retarding any real growth — much more full growth. 
Alnd what arc the grounds on which they base their ingenious advo- 
cacy of what is palpably indefensible? In the first place, the mentality 
with which the Government of Bengal proceeded to formulate its pro* 
imsals before the Simon Commission was not at all conducive to 
fitatesmanlike plans and schemes. There was the maddening sense of 
power, the arrogant feeling of superiority over the people of this pro* 
Tince whose fortunes are in their hands. They fancied themselves 
fitting in judgment alike over the work of the Ministers, the parties in 
this House, the progress of the people, and the promise of future pro- 
gress of all. As for themselves, the Executive Council have no limit 
to their egotism. They consider that aclministrative capacity, efficiency, 
integrity and leadership are their monopoly. It is a pity that they 
have been unable to shake off this antiquated idea even alter the lapo» 
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of a quarter of a century'. It haa often been pointed out that these 
qualities were not the monopoly of a nation or class. The feeling^ 
which was most prominent in the minds of the present personnel of 
Government was not a feeling of concern for the well-being of the Pro* 
vince or the progress of its people but of pique against the Swarajists 
and of anxiety to retain as much power for themselves as possible. 
The failure of diarchy which all impartial authorities recognise with- 
out grudge or demur, this Government would explain away. They can 
only har]) on the vain regiet that if money had been more plentiful, 
ministers would have done more and reduced the unpopularity of 
diarchy with the people. But this anxiety to defend ministers doea 
not go so far as to induce them to say a good word about the parties 
from which they have risen. Their ultimate aim is to establish a care- 
fully built up <‘use for the denial of full provincial autonomy to this 
Province. Among the political classes of Bengal, they say, there nro 
not many pei-sons who may be tnasted to administer the departments 
on consideration of policy rather than of temporary political or party 
gain. Even those classes which may now be expected to co-operate in 
the working of the constitution recommended by the Government are- 
not spared. From them, it is said, we cannot expect men who can dis- 
charge the double duty of impartial administration and successful 
leadership in the (’omicil. And us for the Swarajists they are on a 
different footing. Government are of the opinion that there is no 
ground for supjKising that its policy will be other than one of permanent 
hostility to the Government so long as any trace of foreign control 
remains in the constitution, and this hostility will find exj>ression in 
constant attacks on the constitution itself. They are also of opinion 
that the other vital factor lies in the existence of a stmng and well 
organised party which definitely and consistently declines to operate 
any constitution f mined outside India or by any one other than Indians, 
unless it cou<*edes i‘oinplete self-determination in lx>th provincial and 
<5enti*al affairs. Sir, we, on our part, are grateful to Government for 
this generous tribute to our ideal of nationalism and the compliments 
they have incidentally paid to our Swarajist organisations and volunteer 
work. It is a glowing testimony to the people of Bengal whose voice* 
we echo in this Council as their representatives. It will, I am confi* 
dent, lead the people to grreater endeavours to make their voii^e heard 
and their jmwer felt in the legislature. As regards the other parties 
whom Government condemn as consisting of men unable to lead and 
maintain their position and incapable of inspiring confidence in their 
impartial administration, I do not knoa how they, the unswerving 
allies of G<wernment, will relish this savoury compliment. It is hig^ 
time for them to realise the value of their self-respect as assessed in 
the files of Government* for all their sheep-like following of a nod or 
wink from a Sachse, a Blair or a Moberly. Jjastly, Government do not 
forget in their tirades either the politically-minded public in general w 
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the piees. They are condemned ae guilty of attacking the police, the 
magh^tracy, the administration of justice and the large body of officials, 
Indian and European, on whom the work of administration has fallen. 
The conclusion of ail this is that inasmuch as diarchy is unworkable, 
and the word itself has become unpopular, a new trade mark for 
diarchy must be designed and advertised as something different from 
the discredited brand. Sir, I have neither the time nor the desire to 
answer the allegations that have been made against our popular aspira- 
tion in this House and outside. They are so old, so stale and so often 
answered here and elsewhere, that 1 scorn to take any more notice of 
them. But I may in passing i-efer to a very recent speech of 
Mr. Moberly in this House in M’hich he referred to his hopes, quickly 
dispelled by Mr. Gupta’s speech, of a change in our ]>olicy and wanted 
to know why we were not in office. Sir, the official views l)efore the 
Simon Commission gives the reason better even than 1 can state them. 
The preponderance of official and foreign elements in the constitu- 
tion is just the devil with whom we w-ill have no compromise. To 
this charge of shirking responsibility wc have more than once given 
our practical answer. We Swarajists have reje(‘ted the spoils of office 
it is true but have we not tabled and elaborated many a (‘onstnictivo 
scheme, only for them to be conveniently ignored by Government in 
the most approved (k)atmanish style. The late Mr. Das made a con- 
structive suggestion on clear and reasonable conditions for the 
improvement of health, wealth and education, but what have Govern- 
ment or even the ministers done to give effe<‘t to it f And since then 
other schemes have been suggested and even passionately urged in the 
Council but with no effect on those who were in power. Innumerable 
Hu^ggestious and piacti<al schemes have been made and given by this 
side of the House in regard to Jnigation, IVilice, Public Services, 
Public Health, Education, Agriculture and what not, as is amply 
evidenced by the proceedings of the (’ouncil. Not only were these not 
taken into consideration but Members, Secretaries and Departmental 
heads alike failed to give intelligent reasons or replies in (connection 
with them. It was only the other day that the Industrial Develop- 
ment Bill was placed before the House and Government instead of 
helping this concrete constnictive effort, which in the abstract they 
80 loudly welcome, actively heli>ed to put it off. Kir, as I said it is 
wearisome and painful to recount these facts I deny the right of the 
Executive Council to judge others and I emphatic^ally denounce their 
attempt to perpetuate themselves in the constitution. I urge that there 
can be no greater (condemnation of them than this shameless anxiety to 
stick on like leeches to the constitution, albeit in another name. My 
object in proposing this cut is to make clear our feelings in regard to 
the constitution of the Executive Council and the untold harm that 
such constitution has done and is doing to our political and conse- 
quently economical life. 
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Sir, the spectacle of unfair advantage being tidcen of an opponent 
vbo is down, by the powers that be, is not new in the political history 
of any nation in the world. Foreign bureaucratic domination in this 
country is not due to the strength but to the weakness of our people, 
not inherent but created by the very process of exploitation assisted by 
such domination. But it requires no undue stretch of imagination to 
foresee that such weakness will not last for ever. It is already vanish- 
ing with the growing self-respect of the people. Such realisation of the 
self is the manifest expression not only in India but all over Asia. 
The time is not far distant when the realisation will be complete and 
even the tears of three hundred millions of people will then create such 
a deluge that no obstruction will be strong enough to withstand its 
force. The world will then be with us. 

3-45 p.m. 

Babu BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 21,00(1 under the head “ 22 D. — Executive Council ” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (for failure to meet the present political situation). 

Sir, what is the meaning of this token cut ? Is it intended that by 
means of this motion we can touch the membej*s of the Executive 
Council at all? If we turn to page 85 of the grey l)ook we find that 
the only items with regard to the Executive Council which are 
voted are the pay of 16 servants, Rs. 3,648, a jmrt of the travelling 
allowance, namely, Rs. 2,5(K) out of Rs. 21,500, the hill allowance of 
Rs. 600 and a miscellaneous item of Rs. 14,500 (I do not know what 
this item includes.) We cannot only vote on these items but we can 
vote on a minus item, viz., Rs. 248, namely, from the total of Rs. 21,248 
we can vote minus Rs. 248. What is the meaning of this cut? 
We (cannot touch the Executive Council and I cannot touch one of its 
meml>ers just now as he is fast asleep when we are discussing the 
Executive (Council. That is the interest taken in the motion. The 
meaning of the cut is a very large constitutional question but before 
I come to the constitutional aspect of the question may I seriously ask 
the Government what they have done during the last six yeai-s to carry 
out the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee? In 1923 
the Retrenchment Committee reported: “ We think it unnecessary to 
do more than state that a government of seven is not justified by the 
work that has to be done. There u no dispute on this fmint.** This 
report is signed by Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerji, Mr. Spry, Sir Campbell 
Rhodes and others and they say that there is no dispute on the 
point that a government of 7 — of three Ministers and four Executive 
-Councillors — is not justified by the work that has to be done. The 
oase of Government put* forward before the Retrenchment Committee 
wM the increase of work on account of the Reforms inaugurated in 
Bengal. One of the reasons (there are two or three reasons) about this 
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incre^ of work was ** the material inroad made on the time of the 
Members of Government by the protracted sittings of the Legislative 
Council/' Is there anything behind this proposition of Government 
that they have to work very hard because of the protracted sittings 
of the Legislative Council and therefore seven members are necessary? 
The Government benches are always without their occupants. When 
the Legislative Council is in session we know that they work in the 
ante rooms with their files and even when they condescend to I’emain 
here files are beside them and they work on their files so that these 
protracted sittings do not at all interfere with their work. 


With regard to the Ministers most of their time is spent not inside 
this chaml)er but outside in the lobby; that is the inroad made upon 
their time because of the protracted sittings of the liegislative (\mncil ! 


The second reason given for seven membei-s was “ the development 
of its own resources and devising of a constructive financial policy 
embracing taxation, etc.” During the last five years sin(;e the report 
was published what is the constructive financial polu‘y that has l>een 
evolved? I want to know from the Memliers in charge of Irrigation, 
of Revenue and of Finance, what is the constructive financial policy 
which they have adumbrated during the last five years. Nothing of the 
kind. Therefore the (V)mmittee reported “ in our opinion there is 
ample justification for a government of four consisting of two Memliers 
of the Executive Council one of whom would be non-official and two 
Ministers, add this should be the normal and pioper strength of the 
fixal Government.” The Bengal Government considered these pro- 
posals and published their opinion uiwn them and we find in that 
published report with regard to the proposals on this point “ the 
decision as to the numl)er is vested by rule in the Secretary of State ” 
and therefore they have nothing to do with it. May I ask for informa- 
fion as to whether they had reported to the Secretary of State that 
there was a general demand for the reduction of the numl)er of Exe- 
cutive Councillors? If it be said that it would require an amendment 
of the Government of India Act by Parliament what objection woe 
there to such a step being taken? We know that section 101 of the 
Government of India Act is being amended by Parliament in order to 
enable the I.C.S. gentlemen becoming the Chief Justices of province#. 
It has also been amended lately, so that the Simon Commission might 
oome earlier to India. If for all these little things the Government 
of India Act can be amended by Parliament, why should it not be 
amended for the purpose of reducing the number of the members of the 
Executive Council? In fact did the Government of Bengal at all 
report to the Secretary of State that the people demanded and even 
tbeir own committee recommended, a reduction in the number? If they 
did not do eo they failed in their duty to respond to the public demand. 
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they failed in their duty to take action on the reconunendati(ni8 of a 
committee appointed by them consisting not of Swarajists or extre- 
mists or oppositionists but of members of their own choice, members 
of the Indian Civil Service and gentlemen who are always in favour of 
Government. That is the first thing I have got to say with regard 
to this demand for Es. 21,000. 

Ab<jut the constitutional issue the question that I want to raise is 
the old question of the redress of our grievances before we vote the 
supplies. The Executive Council in Bengal are the younger brothers 

of the Central Executive Council and since 1924 the national demand 

was put forward by all sections of the people, by all parties in this 
country, Hindus, Muhammadans, Lil)erals, Swarajists in the Ijcgislative 
Assembly. 

4 p.m. 

Sir, ill this smaller (yOum*il heie, we had put foiward our demand 
for provincial autonomy. Alnmt six years ago, my friend Dr. Banerjea 
moved a resolution for the transfer of more powers and subjects from 
the llesei*ved side to the Tiansferred side. Sir, we have always met 

with opjiosition from the Executive ('ouiicil because they are the real 

advisers of His Excellency, and they have not only refused to comply 
with our demands, but they have put ob.sta<les in our way. The dis- 
closures made t(vday by my friend, Mr. Sarker, with regard to the 
recommendations confidentially submitted by the Government of 
Bengal to the Simon Commission show how i*eactionary they are and 
how they want to keep powers in their hands. One thing that is 
urgently needed for the Brovincial Government is provincial autonomy 
in which the luemliers of the Government are to be elected by the 
legislature and to be fully responsible to the legislature. We do not 
want an Cpjier House, we do not want an irresponsible executive. 
Wa want an executive which will lie fully responsible to the people, 
fully prepared to vote in favour of popular demands. The Executive 
Councillors will sit tight so long as they can. They must have their 
pay; they must have their fat salaries. Sir, for the last three or 
four days we have Wn hearing a gomi deal about the ** policy ” 
of the Government. The question that is askeid is “what is the 
policy of the Government Is there any doubt about it that the 
|>ohcy of the Government is to retain a white-skinned bureaucracy 
to be supplemeEt^ by a few of the brown people who represent no 
section of the people of Bengal. Sir, have we seen one single member 
of the Executive Conhcil, one single Minister jmigning his seat 
because he would not agree with the Government. Is it, Sir, because 
they always agree with the Government ? That can never be eaid* 
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They to sit tijfht over there so that their powers and emolu- 

ments anight not be disturbed. That is the policy of the Govern- 
ment. Under such a system nothing beneficial can be done. There- 
fore, until our national demands are satisfied* we have no faith in 
the Executive Council. 

Sir, much has been said about the Simon Commission. 1 saw 
an inspired telegram the other day, appearing in the 
of the 1-lth March, 1929, from Madras, in which it was said that 
the Simon Commission would recommend provincial autonomy for 
Madras and Bombay but not for the other provinces. If that be so, 
then it is war to death. AVe know hour to assert our rights. You may 
arrest people, you may send them to jail: but 1 tell you that their 
places will be taken up by hundreds of others who will, in their turn, 
go to jail and suffer and their places will also l)e taken by hundreds 
of others till you can no longer like Canute say, “thus far and no 
farther.” 

The following motion was called but not moved: 

BMmi MANMATHA NATH ROY: “ That the demand of 
Bs, 21,000 under the head ‘ 22D.— Executive (krnncil ' Ix^ reduced by 
Its. 100, (Constitutional issue arising out of the continuance of the 
Executive Council as part of the Government.) 

Srijilt BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: I Iwg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 21,000 under the head “ 221). General administration 

Executive Council ” be reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground of want 

of confidence in this department and on the ground of protest against 
diarchy as well as on the ground for need of greater political reforms). 

Sir, if there is one opinion on which the different political bodies 
are unanimous it is the question of greater i>olitical reforms in our 
country. It is not only the Indian National Congress that has demand- 
ed year after year in unambiguous terms the birthright of every 
nation, but all other political groups belonging to different soets, 
communities and religion, having different jMditical opinions have 
declared that Indians would not be satisfied unless greater political 
reforms are introduced in India. All Indians are unanimous that 
the present political unrest cannot be allayed unless real power of 
adminifitration be given to the children of the soil. The Hontlord 
reforms that have been introduced in this country have failed to 
evoke any enthusiasm among our countrymen, and even thoee people, 
who having moderate views or having no moral courage tried to work 
the unworkable Reforms have admitted! that the working of the 
Reforms have failed in Bengal. 

This wonderful thing known as diarchy has two sides— the 
Reserved and the Transferred Departments— the Reserred being under 
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the control and in the charge of persons appointed by His Excellency 
the Governor— persons on whom the people have no con£dence, men 
who have worked on behalf of the Government against the legitimate 
aspirations of the ]>eople^ or some unsympathetic members of the 
Indian Civil Service are placed in charge of the Department whose 
only object is to rule India against the interests of the people. All 
the impoHant departments are in the hands of these persons. The 
Transfen’ed subjects are placed in charge of persons who though 
elected are nominated by the Governor and the nominees are in most 
cases either selfish place-hunters who are professed enemies of the 
country, or who are idiots or lunatics. False charges have been laid 
against the Congress party that they have not tried to work the 
diarchy. We, from this side of the House, have many times re- 
pudiated charges levelled against us. We refuse to be a party to a 
system that gives no real |K)wer of control to the people, to a system 
that does not give real power to control the police, or the executive^ 
power to reduce the high and costly salaries of European officers, and 
power to prepare a national budget suited to the requirements of the 
nation. We have no power to give drinking water to the people, 
to save them from dangen)U8 diseases, to educate them, to feed them 
and to make them fit for living like human beings and not for dying 
like dogs and cats in the fields. 

We say the Indians w'ill not l)e dui>ed, you may try to induce 
some people to submit to you, you juay try to rule India against the 
wishes of the people, but the heart of the jieople is absolutely sound, 
and the (country has repudiated to be a party to any such system that 
have not given any real power to the people. 

The history of more than 150 years of British rule is a history 
of a despotism, of a tyranny that is unique in the history of the 
world. No nation before thi.s placed another nation in such an utter 
helpless condition, a nation that is dying out gradually. The record 
of achievements by the British in India is a record of villages ruined, 
a record of people reduced to a skeleton, a record of lands lying unculti- 
vated and fallow, a reciord of rivers dying out, a record of ruin of 
industries, and a record of a people who cannot read and write their 
names. The English have ruined our lives, our villages, our religion 
and our culture. We demand greater political reforms because we 
shall have to live, and it is the intention of God that we shall live. 
If you stand in our way the result is clear and it is that in this 
x^nfiict the British will lose and we shall come out victorious. 

The following ^notion was called but not moved ; — 

Mft Ft Ol BMUs That the demand of Rs. 21,000 under the head 
^ 22D. — Executive Council * he reduced by Re. !•*' 
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Or*, PRAMATHANA.TH BANERJEAs Sir, I rise to support this 
censure motion. Diarchy has been tried and found wanting. From 
every quarter of the country, — north, south, east, west, — from every 
province, the crj' is heard — “ Diarchy must The most moderate 

and cuutious politicians of the country have told us in unambiguous 
terms that diarchy is unworkable, and the least that can be conceded 
to the people is full provincial autonomy. Now my friend, Mr. Sarker, 
tells us that the Government of Bengal has put forward proposals to 
|)erpetuate this system which has been pronounced to be a failure and a 
system full of evil. If this information l)e correct, then there can be no 
more disgraceful proceeding. In a secret conclave the members of the 
Executive Council meet and plot against the jMHiple of Bengal ! Can 
there be anything more shameful than to conspire to retard the progress 
of a i)eople bent upon achieving freedom? If Mr. Sarker’s information 
be not (‘orrect, I would request the members of the Executive Council 
to plfik^e all their memoranda and all their correspondence before the 
legislative Council so that the legislative Council may have an 
opportunity of pronouncing its oi)inion on theme matters. 

Sir, everybody w'ho has eyes to see and ears to hear knows that dis- 
content prevails throughout the country. From the w'ealthiest land* 
lord to the i>oorest peasant you will not find one single j»er8on who is 
not discontented. And what is the reason for this state of things? Are 
the people by nature so wdeked as to fail to appreciate the advantages of 
civilised government? The i)eopIe of Bengal and of India are by 
nature mild and submissive, and they are always willing to respond to 
acts of kindness on the part of the rulers. If they have taken uj) their 
present attitude, it is because they have been goaded to it by the mis- 
deeds of the Government. 

Sir, my friend, Mr. Bose, pointed out that six years ago I moved a 
resolution urging the transfer of more subjects to the control of the 
Ministers. That was a comparatively small matter, but has that modest 
proposal been accepted by the Government, although it was accepted hy 
an overwhelming majority of the I^egislative Council ? If Government 
had accepted that resolution, we would have known that the Government 
was willing to accelerate the progress of the country, however slowly. 
Instead of doing that the Government has always tried to set back the 
hands of the clock of progress and is at the present moment trying to 
sit on the safety-valve. Sir, the seeds of the present diHcx)ntent have 
been sowrn by the Government, and if the Government continue in their 
present policy, they irill have soon to reap the whirlwind, and for ibis 
they will have to thank none but themselves. 

(At 4-16 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayers and it 
reassembled at 4-00 p.m.) 
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MiUivl TAMIZUODIN KNAN: Sir, 1 wish to say a few words on 
ths motion proposed by my friend, Mr. Naliniranjan Barker. In bis 
speech he raised two issues. One of them is the constitution of the pre- 
sent Executive Council. 8o far as that point is concerned, in attacking 
the constitution of the present Executive Council, he has attacked the 
Government of India Act. I do not know whether this attack on the 
floor of this House on a Parliamentary Act will be at all effective. My 
friend, and those of his school of thought, had a grand opportunity of 
not only attacking the Government of India Act but also of putting a 
i!onstructive stiheme of Indian Reforms before the Simon Commission. 
But on grounds of self-respect, and probably also on grounds of non-con- 
fidence, they did not approach the Commission. Now, this question is 
put forward before this Council probably with the idea that somehow or 
other it will reach the ears of the Simon Commission and perhaps they 
will take note of it. (Cries of “ No, No.*’) This may or may not be the 
idea, but I think it is the idea in their heart of hearts. If it is the idea, 

I think it is quite welcome, and though belated it may be of some good 
to the (‘ountry. 

The He(!ond issue which has been raised by my friend is that the pre- 
sent Executive Council should be condemned because of the Memo- 
randum that has been subraitted to the Commission by the Government. 
Sir, I did not know before to-day what are the recommendations of the 
Government Wfore the Simon Commission, so far as constitutional 
reforms are concerned. Mr. Naliniranjan Sarker seems to have given 
us an idea of them, I do not know whether his information is correct or 
not; but if it is correct, then it appears that the Government have not 
respected the wishes of this House, as expressed in the resolution moved 
by Sir Abd-ur-Rahim and carried by an overwhelming majority. The 
Government seem to l)e placed in a very embarrassing jvosition. They 
have hitherto kept their Memorandum quite secret. Now that a chal- 
lenge has been thrown out to them by Mr. Sarker, I do not know how 
Government are going to meet it. If, however, we find that the informa- 
tion furnished by Mr. Sarker is not correct, then there is no ground for 
our supporting tl^is motion. If he is correct in his statement, I think 
there is gcH)d gnmnd ior supporting the motion, on the only ground that 
Government have not recommended to the Simon Commission reforms on 
the lines suggested by this House. I do not know, Sir, whether I shall 
support or oppose this motion. My action will depend upon the Gov- 
ernment reply. 

Mr. W. Li TRAVlRtS Sir, the debate (m this motion has resolved 
itself into a debate upon the future constitution. I have beeik always 
honest in stating my views upon that subject, and so has the European 
community in this Province. I think, therefore, that it would Iw as 
well if I said a few words on this debate. In doing so, I hope Hiat 
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“y*®* "PPo^ite 

J ’ *' *•“** Britishew are bred in the 

betaf of democrotic Government. Thie is inbred and inborn in us 
And it 18 dw a fart, Sir, although I regret to say that that fact is not 
nt p^nt Wieved, that a very large majority of Britishera in this 
country, and a very large majority of Britishers in England also, desire 
most earnestly to grant self-government to the people of this country 
as soon as they possibly can. Speaking for my community in this 
1 rovince, thw is one nakappy fact which prevents our wholehearted 
•adhesion to the proposals lor complete provincial autonomy in Bengal. 
Ihat fact is the great cleavage which exists between our Hindu and 
Muhammadan fellow-citisens in Bengal. It is no use disguising 
facts; they are there and the only way to get over difficulties of that 
kind 18 to attempt to overcome them. If the communal tension be re- 
moved, as I trust it will be in the near future, the Nationalist Tarty 
in this Council will find that we are as ready as they ore to go forward. 
But, Sir, It 18 also no use disguising the fact that there is trepidation 
and anxiety amongst the iiiemliers of my community aliout the future 
treatment of British commerce and British trade under an entirely 
Indian administration. As it is at present we have given our opinion, 
and It IS that there should be complete provincial autonomy in Bengal 
with the exception of one department which we desire to lie retained 
under the Governor. I would go on to say. Sir, that I have lieen a 
member of this Council for many years. I believe (here are only two 
Indian inembei-s who have a longer continuous period of memliershi|> 
than I have, and I am veiy- proud of that fart. Sir. from the exjieri- 
ence that I have gained of my Bengali fellow^ritisens I desire to state 
that it is my Itelief that the future responsible government of this 
countiy will be a just and impartial administration, giving justice to 
each and every community. I would conclude. Sir, by saying this: 
that whatever may be the future constitution of Bengai— whether 
there is Dominion status, whether there is complete provincial auto- 
nomy, or whether there is some modification of it— whatever the con- 
stitution may be — I say this, and I say it with emphasis, that we 
Britishers, we Europeans, in this province of Bengal will do our utmost 
to make that conHtitution a saccew. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEEl Mr. President, for the 
^rtial enlightenment of my friend Mr. Tamixuddin Khan, I may 
inform him that since 1924 it has been the practice to raise the consti- 
tutional issue upon the demand for grant for members of the Executive 
Council. That was long before the Simon Commission was thonght 
■of, long before the personnel of the Commission was decided upon, 
and long b*(f«re Sir John Simon had landed in India. It is idle thewl 
to eonfand that we raise this question of constitutional reforms 
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for the edification of the Simon Conunission, and as an indirect meai 
of informing the Simon Commission of our views. 

Sir, Mr. Travers has varied his usual style of argument to«da'' 
He says that Europeans do not object to the grant of full responsib 
government to India, but that there is one difficulty in the way. Thj 
difficulty, always trotted out as an excuse by Europeans, is the pe: 
petual feud between Hindus and Muhammadans in this country. Bi 
is or is not Mr. Travers aware of the fact that, whatever differenc( 
there might be between Hindus and Muhammadans, they are unite 
on this common platioim that full responsible government should h 
the future consiitution of India? If on this material subject both th 
communities are agreed, does it lie in the mouth of a third party- 
does it lie in the mouth of the stranger and the alien— to say that thi 
form of Government is unsuited to Indians? 

There is another argument which has been put forward b 
Mr. Travers, and in the ingenuousness of which I do not believe 
Mr. Travers pretended to be concerned about the future of Britisl 
commercial interests. But, Sir, Mr. Travers, as well as all thos^ 
British commercial men who are concerned in the matter, may res 
well assured that, so far as justice is concerned, their commercia; 
interests will be secure under any future form of Indian Oovernmeni 
that may be thouglit of. Sir, even the Nehru Report makes it per* 
fectly clear that no discriminatory legislation will be introduced tc 
the prejudice of European <*ommercial interests. That report has been 
endoised by responsible Indian opinion all over the country. What 
further guarantee, what stronger assurance, can Mr. Travers possibly 
want? In fact, the concern of the Europeans is not about their 
legitimate lights, but about those monopolistic privileges which they 
have been enjoying so long, and for which no guarantee can be given, 
and no guarantee ought to be given. They will be assured full justice^ 
and nothing more — not an inch beyond what they, in justice and 
equity, are entitled to claim I No monopoly or preferential treatment 
as in the pastl 

Sir, turning to the question itself, I shall support the motion of 
cut that has been proposed, not upon those abstract considerations, 
which have been so finely urged by my predecessors, but upon certain 
concrete and specific facts which have arisen in this country within 
the last 48 hours. 

4-46 p.m. 

Sir, let the British Government, let the Members of the Executive 
Council and all concerned, take note of the fact that we have arrived 
at an impasse, that things have reached a situation where further 
progress is a matter of difficulty. We who belong to a oomparativeljr 
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older gineretion of politicians thought that we might have peace in 
our tune. But we now perceive that Government has launched upon a 
course Which makes peace unthought of within the lifetime of the 
present generation. Within the last 48 hours, eleven of our young 
men have been arrested under vague and unspecified charges of general 
conspiracy to wage war — a laughable and ridiculous charge— *and up* 
on which, in answer to persistent questioning, only the most meagre 
and unsatisfactory information was vouchsafed to us. 1 do not know 
what the Government officers think of the 11 persons who have lieen 
thus arrested. But we know what sort of men they are — steel-true 
and blade-straight, men of whom any country in the world might well 
be proud, men who may be poor in the material resources of the 
world, poor in health and wealth, but rich in the treasures of the 
soul, rich in the deep devotion of their patriotic iseal and fervmirl 
We know them all, and we refuse to believe that they have Wen guilty 
of such nefarious crimes as have been charged against them. Sir, one 
of them has been a consumptive patient for the last four years, and 
confinement for him will mean death, which perhaps the Exe<‘utive 
Government desire for most of these people I Sir, it has been said 
that there is a conspiracy to wage war. I should say that the 
conspirtu\v is on the other side — that it is a conspiracy on the part of 
the Government, a conspiracy on the part of the Members of the 
Executive Council to hold in durance vile as many of the purest and 
strongest sons of the country as they can manage to take. These 
eleven persons who were arrested are all of them workers among the 
multitude — c*onnected with labour and peasants’ organisations, ccm- 
cerned specially in the uplift of the poor, and the down-trodden. Is 
that regarded as a crime in the vocabulaiy' of the Government ^ Is 
any step taken for the amelioration of the condition of the country to 
be regarded as an offence — les Maieste — against the British (b)vern- 
ment? If that is the attitude, let the Government take note that not 
simply the eleven that have been arrested but the 220 million of 
British India are all of them equally guilty, that they all proclaim 
and glory in their guilt, and will persist in the same, despite the 
measures of oppression that the Government may launch against them 
(Hear, hear). 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: Dr. Banerjea has 
informed the House that the people of the country have pronounced 
diarchy to be unworkable. I may inform Dr. Banerjea and the House 
that if God pleases within two years diarchy will not be in the 
country but in its place we shall have responsible self-government. 
Mr. Barker in discussing the grant has made some startling dieclosures. 
He has informed the House that some members of the Executive 
Council have conspired together to represent matters in a light which i« 
against the interests of the people of the country. So far as I am 
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ooncernsd, I da nat believe such statements to be true. I feel certain 
that wedded to the cause of democracy the members of the Executive 
Council are wedded to the cause of democracy as every Bri^sher is 
and ought to be^ could they ever think at this stage of the country’s 
progress of rising against democracy and standing against the grant 
of self-government to the people of this country? We have been 
told that the Members of the Executive Council have further said that 
it is only the Swarajists who have got the capacity of governing, while 
the persons who held the reins of Government were not the fit persons 
to carry on the administration. I do not believe this statement either. 
It is a fact known to every member of this House and to the country 
that it was for want of money that the Ministers were not in a position 
to carry on the administration, and further when they could, thej^ 
were hampered by persons — unfortunately persons of their own com- 
munity. Is it not a fact that on various oc^casions the House has seen 
the unedifying spectacle of some members of the Executive Council 
covertly going against the Ministers? So it is not the Miniwsters who 
are to blame, but unfortunately ourselves to blame. We are perfectly 
sure that the Ministers will have been able at least to show some work 
and were actually doing some work but they were not allowed to con- 
tinue in their offices. 1 feel certain also that even under diarchy 
persons who want to work at all will 1)6 able to show some work and 
help in the uplifting of the masses. As matters stand, and Govern- 
ment as it is constituted to-day seems to be utterly oblivious to its duty 
towards the masHes, If the Ministers so desired, they could do a good 
deal to ameliorate their condition. It you take the different branches 
of the administration now under the Ministers and if you find a person 
who is willing to uplift the masses of the country, certainly he will 
be able to <lo something in the matter of starting co-operative societies 
in every village, of allowing the cultivators to have water nearby so 
that when the old nature does not function properly, the efforts of 
Government in supplying irrigation canals will enable the villagers 
to meet the contingency and be free from famine 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it your point that the Ministers could not 
do all these things because the Members of the Executive Council stood 
in their way? 

Khan Bahilllir Mtulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I have said already that 
there were persons who were actually acting against them, who were 
pulling the string from behind. Another startling disclosure that has 
been made is thil that the Members of the Executive CouaciUbe 
European Members — ^tbink that because of their moral delinquency 
the people of this country are not able to govern their own jMOple. I 
am afraid that this charge is baseless, and I feel certain that not a 
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single Member of the Execiitive Council is base anou|^ to think like 
that. It there may be persons here and there who are not capable of 
govetning, it is so amongst the Europeans, it is so amongst the Indians 
and it will be so in ever>^ countrj^ and at all times, but talcing the 
generality of the people I feel perfectly certain that our countr^’inen, 
both Hindus, Muhammadans and Christians, will be able to show their 
worth when the time comes and when they are allowed the privilf^ 
of governing their own people. We have l^n told that it is not pos- 
sible to grant self-government, the full measure of self-government to 
our countrymen because of the differences that exist amongst the 
various communities in this country. But differences do exist and un- 
fortunately differences are bound to exist as long as we live together. 
Now, what are the causes of these differences? It is self-interest and 
self-interest is at the root of all these evils. But, Sir, when we find 
ourselves possessed of the power of governing our own countrymen, 
I feel certain that no man, however wrongly inclined he may l)e, will 
ever think of doing injustice to n person belonging to another com- 
munity. I feel certain that if a Christian or a Muhammadan is taken 
before a Hindu of the present day — I am not talking of Hindus of 
olden times who recognise nol)ody else but themselves, but I am talk- 
ing of the younger generation of Hindus — and if it is left to him to 
judge and judge properly in the interests of the country, he will not 
1)6 the person who will judge wrongly. It is the older generation that 
have dift’ei'ent ideas and it is they who are at the root of the differences 
that exist in the land now. Take for instance a Christian. Do you 
think he will not he able to deal even-handed justice to the members 
of the other communities? Speaking of the Muhammadans, I can 
with pride say that in every walk of life wherever the Muhammadans 
may be placed 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: On a point of order, Sir. Is all that the 
member is saying (juite relevant to the question under discussion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What I find is that almost all the speakers have 
drifted away from the real point. But, I am told that some latitude 
is given and constitutional issues are allowed to be raised in a disc us- 
sion like this. I think the member will be relevant if he will properly 
and more definitely point out the probabilities or improbabilities of 
the present form of Government with an Executive Council and then 
show to what extent the Members of the Executive Conneil were res- 
ponsible for them, not otherwise. 

ICiliSi MimIiv Mattlvj EKRAMUA HUQs So far as the Muhatn- 
madaiM are concerned, I can say with pride that when dealing witb 
tbeir coontiymen they woald never be open to any criticism by any 
member of the Hindu or any other community. Wherever they 
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have to discharge their duties to the Hindu community, they do so, 
as they have done in the past, without showing the least bias against 
the other communities. There is no doubt that the Muhammadans 
as Muhammadans consider it their duty to safeguard the interests of 
their own community. When they are hampered in this whether by 
the Hindus or by the Government, they will certainly rise against 
them. It is unfortunate that the Hindu and Muhammadan com- 
munities were not in a position to come to a unanimous decision so far 
as the matters of Reforms were concerned. As to the main issue they 
were united, but there were differences in detail. It is unfortunate 
that the Muhammadans who were slaves only a century and a half ago 
were not l)old enough to say to their Hindu brethren that they would 
want absolutely nothing from them. They want self-government for 
the country, self-government for the Hindus, self-government for the 
Christians and equal treatment for all. It is more unfortunate that 
the members of the Hindu community who were slaves for many more 
centuries had not the courage to say “ Take whatever you want and 
take whatever is due to you.” But I feel certain that with the grant 
of self-government we shall be able to say things of that kind and to 
do good to our countrymen. We have been told by Bahu Bejoy 
Krishna Bose that Government is trying to see that self-government 
is not granted to Bengal and other provinces 

Mr, PRESIDENTS I am unable to follow you. Are you opposing 
the Executive Council or supporting it? Why aiv you referring to 
the grant of self-government? Is it because the Executive Council 
is hampering or helping its formation? I am afraid you are talking 
at random. You do not seem to come to the real point as your remarks 
have hardly any l>earing upon the Executive Council. 

Klian Bahadur Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: The members of this 
House want to reject the grant to the Members of the Executive 
Coun(’il. So far as that matter is concerned, it came before the House 
for the last 8 oir 9 years. What I say is this that they have existed 
and they will exist ns long ns diarchy exivsts. 

6 p.m. 

Why should we harp upon these old things by saying that we must 
cut down their pay. If we desire to cut down their pay in order to 
show^ to the countiy^ that we are for economy, then why not cut down 
the unnecessary expenses that are being incurred in the different 
branches of the ti’ansferred subject over which we have full control. 
But w’e wouH touch ottf own people or their pay or their emoluments. 
Whenever we W'ant to show economy we do so by trying to cut down the 
expenses by reducing the pay of the Executive Councillors and other 
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membm of the European services. This does not seem to be fair 
and it toay show that we do not mean business. If you are actually 
fair, out down the pay of the Ministers, the pay of the higher Indian 
officers of the other services. Sir, I must say that the Members of the 
Executive Council to my mind are not hampering the attainment of 
self-government by our countrymen. If any of them did anj^hing 
which might be considered as going against the interests of the country, 
I may say that he or they were wrong and they did so for fheir own 
;sel f -interest ; but if we get self-government then such Councillors, even 
like Ali Ahmad Jan of Afghanistan, will feign come back to serve the 
actual master, the self-governing Bengal. 

Khan Bahailur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, various motions 
have been moved apparently under cover of the constitutional issue, 
but humbler men like myself find it very difficult to understand the 
particular issue to which attention is sought to be drawn. For myself, 
whatever might be my inclination after a study of political facta, I 
am now convinced that there should be a further grant of political 
reforms with a view to grant full dominion status to thivS country. 
There cannot be any question about that so far as this House is con- 
cerned, because once before we have registered our decision that 
dominion status should be given to us. 

Mr. il. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: On a point of order. Sir. Cun 
Members of the Executive Council give dominion status? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think it will be useful if I give some direc- 
tions to the Khan Bahadur and also to those who will speak later. In 
discussing the matter before the H<»use, a plea for dominion status, 
«elf-g<wernment or national government will In* justified provided the 
members concerned try to prove that the Memlwrs of the Executive 
Council 8i*e either helping or are actually hampering the creation of 
such a government. A member will l>e out of order if he simply gives 
an idea ns to what such a government should l)e or how it could l)e 
attained without any reference to the present Executive Council. To 
be more clear and definite those who want to oppose the motion under 
discussion should try to show that the Members of the Executive 
Council are really helping the people, and thf>8e w’ho want to supjmrt 
it should tr>^ to show that they are actually hampering them in regard 
to those matters. Otherwise any reference to any kind of new Govern- 
ment or to the communal question or such other matters ore bound to 
be considered absolutely irrelevant. 

Kliaii BalHMiur Maulwi AZIZUL HAQUE: T fully realise that 
point of view and I would only ask m.v friend Mr. Campbell Forrester 
to wait till I finish my sentence. I brought in the question of 



domiiuan liattifl witk a view to show ikat it if relevant to ike eon-^ 
ftitatiomil iisae. 1 was making my point in the midai of too many* 
ifsttof brought in over tbeae cnt« and it if very difficult lor me to 
understand as to what issue the attention of the House is sought to bo 
directed. My standpoint is this: if the issue be purely confined to 
the fact that India should be granted further political reforms and 
that this Executive Council is in one way or other connected with it 
and if it is found that the Executive Council is standing in the way 
of our legitimate aspirations, then I would unhesitatingly vote for 
this motion. My friend Babu Naliniranjan Barker told us what the 
Members of the Executive Council did befoot the Simon Commission. 
I have not the opportunity of Babu yaliniriMUjan Barker of finding out 
what the Members of the Executive Council did nor have I the infor- 
mation which Khan Bahadur Ekramul Huq possessed as to why the 
Ministers failed. Bo far as the House is concerned the fact is that 
diarchy has not been given a fair trial, and, personally, I think, whett 
I study tlie political facts, that we have not done all that was possible 
in the cinmiustances. For that reason I say that diarchy has not 
been given a fair trial. My friend — I think it was Babu Bejoy Kumar 
Chatterji — said that so long as the Executive Council is responsible for 
advising His Excellency the Uovemor or otherwise i-esponsible for the 
appointment of Ministers who do not possess the confidence of the 
House, they shall he voting for the censure motion. Sir, my friend 
has given only one side of the picture, but there is another side of it. 
A major portion of the elected members of the House is not prepared to 
accept office h{» long this system exists and so I (‘annot see how they 
<‘an say that the Executive Councillors are responsible for appointing 
Ministers who do not enjoy the confidence of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou are again irrelevant. If you want to dis- 
cuss diarchy, then you must either show that diarchy is workable 
with the present Executive Council or that diarchy is not possible on 
account of the existence of the Executive Council. 

Khtn PahMlur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUEt Sir, you are rather hard 
on me. What about those other members who were allowed to refer 
to these matters some of whom were the very model of aberrations. 

Mr. PREtIDENT: Khan Bahadur, I hope it is not a reflection on 
the Chair, but merely a passing remark. Members on the other side* 
of the House <*ertainly showed greater ingenuity in this respect^^ 
<I.faughter.) 

Khm IpMiir MMilvi AliZUL HAftUEs Sir, if you exercise a 
little patience you will find that I may possess the same amoant et 
ingenuity. 



•biifllltlOBIITi If yoa remember my directions you will keve 
BO diltoilty. 

Klip tjiiuiPr Mamvi AZIZUL HAQUCs Sir, in view of your 
ruling^ if the issue is only whether the Executive Council is responsible 
one wey or the other for the present state of things, the position will 
be much simpler and I will not wait to reply to the remarks made by 
the other members. We have not been able to do our best with 
diarchy. Whatever little we have got a^e have not taken full 
advantage of. I do not mean to say that for the time being I am not 
prepared to have more, but I am prepared to make the best use of 
what we have got and I am prepared to have the best that we can get, 
and if for that best something more is required I am prepared to fight 
for it. I hope I have made my position perfectly clear that I do not 
stand in the way of any further constitutional advancement, but I 
strongly feel, Sir, that we have not used the machinery that we have 
already got. What has been the history of the last three years It 
has been marked by personal jealousy and intrigues. 1 would finish 
by saying that we are more responsible for not getting what we want. 
I do not say that we are solely responsible for this: there are others, 
but I do say that so long we do not bring our own house* to order, I 
do not think we should ([uestion what others 01*6 doing. We should 
put our own house in order before we blame others. 

Balm AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, the question before the 
House is whether the Members of the Executive ('ouiicil should 
continue or go : this is the precise issue before the House. I should 
like to put it like this. The Meiiil)er.s of the Executive Council are 
on their trial on a charge of conspiracy against the entiiv nation. 
That is the charge brought against them, and who are the prosecutors? 
I say the entire Indian nation, and the charges have Wn formulated 
and repeated times without number on the flcM»r of this House. I shall 
not go over those grounds again. There is, however, a new prosecutor 
now in the persem of Babu Naliniranjan Sarker, who has just put his 
case before the House. He has made some disclosures which have 
revealed additional charges against the Members of the Executive 
Council, and from the materials that he has placed before the House, 
it appears that there is a third party, who, if there is any sense of self- 
respect in them, will also play the role of prosecutor- I mean those 
gentlemen of the Ministerial party, about whom some refiection has 
been made by the Bengal Government in their recommendations before 
the Bimon Commission. Now, Sir, it is common knowledge that these 
gentlemen, for some of whom I cannot say that I have no resi>ect— 
there are gentlemen amongst them to whom 1 am prepared to give 
credit for honest conviction — were tried by the Government as something 
like pawns for running the administration, and they are at the same 



time aied as instruments for taking reactionary * measures wbeBerer 
there is a talk of change in the constitution. Now, what has been said 
of these gentlemen? ** There are capable men for running the admin* 
istration in the Swaraj party, but those gentlemen whose help and co- 
operation we can expect are lacking in two things : one is the power of 
impartial administration, and the other is the power of successful 
leadei'ship.*’ That has been the compliment, that has been the reward 
given to those gentlemen. I do not mind these personal remarks. 
What I want to emphasise is this. I wonder if these gentlemen can 
realise what use the Government is making of them. Now, the greatest 
argument put forward against any advance being made in the constitu- 
tion and the granting of responsible government is that the Swaraj 
party will not accept office, and that so far as the others are concerned, 
they are worthless. Now, Sir, Mr. Saiker has made some disclosures, 
and there is a charge of heinous crime against the Members of 
Government — that of a foul conspiracy against the people of this 
country. Now, I say, they are in the dock under trial; we want the 
explanation of the accused; we want to know if the charge laid at the 
door of these gentlemen are true or false. It is for them to come out 
with their explanation. 

5-15 p.m. 

Here are these gentlemen; I wonder if they realise the 
significance of the fact (I do not think they have any doubt 
about this fact) that there is intense discontent and dissatisfaction 
among the |>eopIe of this country belonging to all classes and com- 
munities an<l holding all shades of o{>inion. I do not know if they 
will l)e pleased to tell us this afternoon if they have realised that thei’e 
is intense discontent against their administration or if they realise that 
30 or 40 years ago there was an idea in the country of something like 
a Divine dispensation of Providence in the British people coming 
over here. Rightly or wrongly I say there was a feeling like that 
and how is it that that feeling has been destroyed? Not only that 
feeling is gone but they feel that the British administration is not for 
the l)enefit of the Inmans but for the British j)eople. Do the gentlemen 
feel that the Indians have lost all faith in the British administration? 
If they feel it, then the next thing they should ask themselves in their 
heart of hearts is what is the reason for this change? If it were only 
a handful of people who thought like that, then it might he said that 
they are so per\’erse and unreasonable that nothing will please them. 
But can you seriously suggest that the teeming millions of this country 
have all become so perv’erse that they are all dissatisfied with your 
administration for nofbing. If they realise that, what should be their 
attitude? Can they deny that they are the servants of the people? 
If they take up the attitude that they have conquered by the sword and 
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by the #word shall they retain it it is quite another thing*, but they say 
they aie here to govern according to the standard of civiliied govern- 
ments. If the attitude is that you are the sei^vants of the people and 
that the people are your masters because you eat their salt, you ought 
to be loyal to the people. Do you feel that you are not loyal to the 
people? Do you feel that not only in broad points of policy, but in 
all minute details the people feel that your administration is the 
administration by exploitation for the benefit of the British people 
and not for the benefit of the people? I say that if you want to be a 
civilised government either you must respond to the wishes of the 
people or you ought to abdicate. Eating the salt of the i>eople you can- 
not be disloyal to the people. That is the charge brought against you. 
There was a conspiracy so far as the recommendation to the Simon 
Commission is concerned. May 1 take it that on that inauspicious day 
when they put their heads together to formulate their recommendation 
to the Simon Commission they had their breakfast, and their dinner 
with the money of the Indians; having done it with the money of 
the Indians they were hatching a conspiracy against the Indians! 
That is the sum and substance of the charge brought against them by 
Babu Naliniranjan Sarker. 

Therefore the question is; if that is the attitude of the British 
administrators can you reasonably expect in view of the disclosures 
made that we shall l>e so dead to all sense of self-resjiect, to all sense 
of national interest that we should accept you as our saviours. Whether 
we can remove you or not that is a different matter. But the question 
is what is our duty and what should be our attitude to this hoory- 
headed institution of the Executive Council? 

Let us take one particular instance -the fa<d of these recent arrests, 
(’an it he said, although no replies have been given by Mr. Moberly 
this afternoon, that there is any evidence against them? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Bannerjee had an elaborate discussion over 
these recent arrests. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: I should like to say one word 
on this question of arrest and that is this. Is it suggested that these 
arrests w'ere made without the knowledge of the Members of the Execu- 
tive Council so far as the arrests in Bengal are concerned. If that is 
so this again is a point on which we should like to have an explana- 
tion. Were they consulted or were they not? If they were consulted 
what was the advic^e they gave, and until we hear that we cannot pro- 
nounce any judgment on their responsibility of these arrests. 

Mr. Travers has said that the attitude of the Britishers is quite 
sympathetic but the only trouble is the Hindu-Muhammadan question. 
May I remind him again that when sometime ago in this House 
Sir Abdur Rahim moved a resfilution for the granting of dominion 
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siaim to India, there was no difference of opinion between the Hindi» 
and the Muhammadane. Did not the Hindus and Mnhammadans vote 
for it without exception? There may be a thousand and one matters 
in which the Hindus and Muhammadans are not at one but that is 
absolutely irrelevant when we are talking on this particular question. 
So far as this particular question is concerned there is no difference of 
opinion between the Hindus and Muhammadans. That is the whole 
point. When for ffghting the battle of Swaraj the people are pro* 
secuted and arrested the Hindus alone are not arrested, the Muham- 
madans are also arrested. So on that question there is no difference 
of opinion between the two communities. I must gay the British 
people only shed crocodile tears for us and we are not disposed to accept 
their assertions of sympathy without a grain of salt. 

Mr. dOCEiH CHANDRA GUPTA: 1 will not take up the time of 
the Council by dilating on any of the points that have hitherto been 
discussed. I shall simply try and sum up in my own way some of the 
points that have l>een urged against the Executive Council. 

1 shall first take up the charge that has l>een so clearly and definitely 
made by the co-operating section, before I enumerate the charges that 
the non-<'o-oi)erating section of this House have made. The charge 
has been definitely laid down that ministers have not been allowed to 
lemuin in office by some kind of covert action — if I rememl>er the words 
aright of some of the Members of the Executive Council. One of 
the supporters of the late ministers as also of the previous ministiy 
has said that it was due to the action of some Members of the Executive 
(’ouncil that they could not remain in office. That is the charge that 
has l)eeii made by the co-operating section. 

As regards this side of the House we have always felt and we have 
always said that the co-operation of this side of the House was made 
impossible because though Ix)rd Lyttor referred to the Executive 
Council Mr. 'C. H. Das’s loan scheme a s^'heine of constructive co- 
operation — it is a public secret, if 1 may say so--that scheme was 
strongly put down by the Finance MemW of the Executive Council 
who refused to release his control over the pui*se for what was meant 
to l)e employed on the nation-building departments. 

In the next place we know that just as the co-oi>erating section has 
felt that when they do not like the ministers they see that votes are 
not cast in their favour, similarly, we on this side of the House know 
to our great difficulty that the people who are willing to vote for » 
motion of no-confidence c-aimot do so because of the Members of tlio 
Executive Council. We know that people who have given decided 
opinion against this Nor that motion of no-confidence which has been 
brought forward are at any rate neutralised not by persuasion but only 
by the presence of Members of the Executive Council. 
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TImi BAxt point tkat I boTe got to urge is this: I cannot say how 
busy t|cy are now when they have got to dispose of the files of the 
transteied departments, but we know that there is little work to keep 
all the lour Members of the Executive Council wholly occupied. It 
is within recent memorj’ that a Chief Secretary to the Government used 
to advise the Governor and carry on the government. I do not think 
that since the introduction of four Executive Councilloi-s there has 
been any improvement in the despatch of Government business or any 
improvement in the policy that is being followed at present. With 
regard to the responsibility of the Exe<’utive Councillors much has been 
said but I do not know whether a reference has been made to the 
incident that took place at Sraddhananda Park. Of course I may tell 
you that I am very grateful to the Meml)ers of the Executive Council 
and to Sir Charles Tegart for whom I proposed a hearty vote of thanks 
at a public meeting for the performance of this deed. But that is 
from my personal jioint of view 

Mfa PRESIDENT: What has this got to do with the Executive 
Councillors P 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Only to show tKat the Execu- 
tive Council is irresjionsible. However I will not dilate on that j>oint 
any further. 

In casting the vote when the division Imll rings, I hope my friends 
the two Khan Bahadurs who have spoken from the other side will act 
up to their words. It is no good standing up to say, “ Oh, this is the 
defect.’’ People sitting on the fence never do any good. It is better 
to know what their definite opinion is. If they think that the 
Members of the Executive Council have in any way hampered either 
the Ministers or any of their work it is their clear duty to wallc to 
the same lobby with us. I expect the ex-ministers themselves and the 
supporters of the ex-ministers who have definitely said that the Execu- 
tive Council Members did not help the ministers to remain in office, 
will vote with us in the same lobby and curry the censure motion. 

6-30 p.m. 

If they are true in their conviction and to what they have said in 
the Council, they must vote with us to-day. 

Khan SMuMhir Mavlwi AZIZUL HAQUE: On a point of personal 
explanation, *Sir. My friend Mr. Gupta associated my name with a 
certain statement which I never made. 

ilr« d. CAMPiELL FORRiSTiRs Sir, I have been in touch with 
the Executive Council for the past nine years, and I must say that I 
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look upon them as political missionaries — political missionaries in 
patience, endurance, courtesy and sympathy, and they have tried to 
teach what is honest government, how to govern honestly. I have aleo 
found that unfortunately a good deal of their time is taken up by trying 
to help “ lame dogs over a stile,’' the lame dogs being the Ministers. If 
the Executive Councillors are lacking in anything, they are lacking in 
imagination. I think a great deal of good can be done in this country 
if they allow their imagination to have a little more play. Their out- 
look is crami)ed l>ecause their vision is clouded by an enormous amount 
of files that surround them and obscures their vision. They are over- 
burdened with work. Whatever may be said against the Executive 
Councillors, it must l)e admitted we always find them smiling, 
courteous and ready to assist in any way they can. I am glad to have 
this opportunity to pay my little tribute to the Executive Council for 
their urbanity of manner and their desire to help those who are trying 
to help the country. 

Msulvi ABUL KA8EM* Sir, 1 did not want to take part in this debate 
but for a statement that has been made that the Executive Council 
MemWrs ought to be condemned Wcause they stood in the way of the 
Ministei’s helping them to remain in office or not. I submit, Sir, that 
it is neither the business nor the duty of the Executive Council to help 
the Ministers to remain in office, and I can say this much that the 
Ministers themselves never wante<l the MemWrs of the Executive Coun- 
cil to help them. The Ministers remained in office without any doubt 
on their own popularity, and I can say, Sir, from my own personal 
knowledge that although the Executive Counc illors did not go out of 
their way, as they should have done, to help the Ministers, they did 
nothing to stand in the way of the Ministers remaining in office. They 
gave them their moral supiwrt and passive help ; active help they could 
not justifiably and reasonably give. 

There is another charge brought against the Executive Council, 
that they have been arresting p<M»ple, .sending people to i)rison without 
rhyme or reastm. This charge may be true or it may be false. Refer- 
enf*e has also been made to the Sradliananda Park incident. In this con- 
nection I may say, and I hojje my friends will l)ear me out, that there is 
a (‘onstant agitation in the country. People are angiy^ for not being 
arrested and are taking steps to get arrested. Cheap martyrdom and 
cheap patriotism has to be gained by being arrested and detained in the 
jMdice station or being sent to jail where many of them are very com- 
fortable. This has caused a craxe in a certain section of the ]>eopIe and 
these people are ready to take such measures or steps by which they can 
see their way into ijts Majesty's prison and to he His Majesty's ^est. 
Certainly, Sir, the Executive Council Members here and elsewhere are 
not a model people and they are doing what every people will expect 
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them t4 io; whether they are good, bad or mdifferent, they are doiug 
their dtty better than we have been doing otirs. We have been neglect- 
ing our duty much more than the Members of the Executive Council. 
We hate been told that in this Council there are two sections — the (*t)- 
operating and the noii-co-operatiiig sections. I want to know which is 
which. As regards the section which professes to be non-co-oi)erators, 
I saw them here co-operating with the Government during the dis- 
cussion on the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act ; I saw them co-operat- 
ing with the (Tovernment when I asked that the Calcutta jM-ople should 
be taxed for the benefit of the rural people. Sir, nnii-co-<»jM»ration is a 
slogan to be used to capture ])ublic imagiiiution and diii>e the p».>ple, 
I think those people who try to submerge authority and whose »»nly 
business is thereby to gain popularity by getting iiilo the limelight 
deserve more condemnation than the members of the Exeiutive Council. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: May I now speak, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already called on the Hon’ble Mr. Marr 
to speak, but if he yields in your favour I have no objection. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A MARR: I have no objection. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, in supporting this motion I do 
not want to repeat the arguments which have already l)een made in sup- 
port of it. I would restrict myself to one or two n8j)ect8 which strike me at 
the present moment. Sir, the principal point which I wish to bring 
!)efore the House is that the present policy of the Government — and I 
call it a policy of terrorisation and strangulation — cannot succeed long. 
The English people are noted for their wisdom and for their shrewdness, 
but the impression that is left in me as a result of the recent incidents 
— the arrest of Mahatma Gandhi and Mr. K. S. Roy, at the Sradha- 
nanda Park, the indiscriminate orders throughout the Presidency for- 
bidding the bonfire of foreign cloth, and the wholesale arrests made 
yesterday morning — is that those acts of the Government are wholly 
unnecessar>% idiotic and Rwlish because they cannot suppress the dis- 
content — 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: On a point of order, Sir, may 
I suggest that all these cases are suh judice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I must first [Kiint out to Mr. Roy that when one 
wants to refer to a whole people, it is particularly desirable from, the 
Parliamentary iM>int of view* that his language should not lie improper 
or abusive. As regards the Hon*ble Member's point of order, I do noi 
want Mr. Roy to refer to cases which are still mb jvdic^. 
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tilNI MAMMATHA MATH ROY I These incidents lollnwing one 
another in such rapid succession cannot but leave that impression in our 
minds and one cannot help referring to them although some of the 
incidents may be nnh judice now. 

Sir, the Government must have the foresight to see that strangula- 
tion and terrorisation may succeed with an individual, but it cannot 
HU(;ceed with the whole countiy and with the whole nation. It is no 
prophecy, but I may say, Sir, that the Government by its own deliberate 
acts is hastening the day of judgment when the Government will have 
no option but to recognise the rights of freedom of the people of 
this country. 

Thi Hofl*biO Mfa At MARRs Mr. President, Sir, I have only a 
few remarks to make. I do not think this House will expect me to 
discuss the morals of the Executive Council which seem to be suspected 
by some of the members ; and I confine myself to two or three joints 
w^hich have been raised in the course of the debate, leaving the other 
|x)ints to he dealt w’ith by my colleague. 

The speech of Balm Nagendra Nath Sen related altogether lo the 
working of tlie thn*e principal railways coming to Calcutta, viz., the 
E. B., B. N. and E. I. llailw^iys, and he took me to task as Hon’ble 
Meml)er in charge of Bailways in not keeping a strict control over the 
administration of these railways. I contend. Sir, that the whole of his 
remarks refers to the (Vntral administration of these railways, over 
which I have no control whatsoever. In order to prove my i>oint T 
should like to refer to item 5 (o) tif 8<*hedule I, Part I of the Devolution 
Eules, ri.'.,~UaiIways and extra-municipal tramways— in so far as 
they are not clavSsified os provincial subjects under entry 6 {d) of Part IJ 
of this Schedule, vu., light and feeder railways and extra-municipal 
tramways in so far provision for their constniction and management is 
made by provincial legislation, — are Central subjects. Fiom this it 
W'ill swn that apart from the latter three subjects everything else 
under this head is Central under the Government of India Act, 

Mr. Sen complained alwut the fares, si>eed and comfort of the trains, 
especially of the trains on the Eastern Bengal Railway, and he comi 
pared the B. N. and E. I. Railways favourably in this connection. I 
contend here again that these ore subjects over which the locid Govern- 
ment have no control whatsoever. The Railway Board, however, 
^ahsing that it is advantageous to have locnl opinion have got the 
Government of India to agree to Advisory Committees, wWch are 
nominated by local Governments being attached to each of these three 
Railways. That ha^ been done and I think the Agents of the Rail- 
ways ooncernc^ will agree with me in saying that they have got valuable 
advice from ihm AdvisoVy Coihmittees as n^gards local conditions. 
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I jDOUtend, Sir, that every item mentioned by Mr. dSen wa« a sub- 
ject ap|NPopriate to be raised before the particular Adviactry Committee. 


The local Government is consulted by the Government of India 
through the Railway Board as regards new construction, extensions and 
modifications of railways, and we always before replying to (lie Railway 
Board in these matters attempt to obtain the local opinion. Last 
July I had a conference of all the Agents of railw^ays in Bengal and 
-we discussed the new programme for construction and improvement of 
railway's. The minutes of that discussion went to the Government of 
India. That is how we are consulted : but as regards the actual 
administration this must alw’ays be contiolled hv the Railway Board, 
and I suggest that these complaints of Mr. Sen’s may l)e laid by him 
l)efore the local advisory committees. 


Mr. Bejoy Krishna Bose mentioned (he Rctrenc'hment Committee of 
a few years ago. I may refer to this )>ecause as Financial Secretary I 
had to deal with it. Before that Committee was ever apiminted, we 
realised that there would l>e a tremendoxis slump in our revenues even 
after the taxation Bills were passed. Government np]K)inted the 
Retrenchment Committee to go over the whole giaund and to make a 
report. But long before that report was submitted Government had 
passed orders on certain items where retrenchment could be made at 
t)iire. 


5-45 p.m. 

When that rejiort was received, Government eliminated those 
points on w’hich orders had already been passed, and ucc‘epted certain 
recommendations of the Committee. As certain other recommenda- 
tions, however. Government found, after very careful consideration, 
that they c'ould not l>e accepted. 

The hist point I wish to refer to, Sir, is a remark made by Mr. J. 
C. Gupta. I was not quite sure whether he W’as referring to the <*on- 
fftructive programme which the late Mr. C. R. Das laid down in this 
House. At any rate, Mr. Gupta said that the Finance Member refused 
tc release his control of the purse to carry out the constructive pro- 
grramme. I may tell you, Sir, that I have no such power whatso- 
ever. A decision like that can only be come to by Goveniment as a 
•whole. 

Th# Hofl’llte Mr« A* N« MOBERLY l Sir, my task of replying to 
this debate has been considerably lightened by Mr. Marr, whose 
remarks I entirely endorse. There is a hunch of motion.s that I have 
to reply to. The first three are for total refusal. Now, the demand 
under the head ** Executive/ Connell ** is for 16 servants, their travel- 
ling and halting allowances and some miscellaneous expenditure. It 
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w«« HUttgerted by the moTen of these motion* that these servants shoiil« 
nav their hill and travelling allowances from their own pocket. Sir 
that would be most unfair. I hope, therefore, the Council will not look 
at theKe lump cuts. 

The next one No. 201, I submit, is entirely inadmissible, beiause- 
it is based on an arithmetical error. In doing his subtraction, 
Mr. Khagendra Nath Ganguly has made an error of Rs. 1,1)00; the cut 
should have lieen for Bs. 1,«2.') and not for Rs. 2,825. His chief 
objection, as far as I was able to understand him, was that we saved a 
little money in 1927-28. Well, we always try to save, and it we can 
save any money in 1929-.‘h), we shall be very pleased indeed, and I 
hope be will take it in good part. I hope that the Council will not 
prexH thoHp motionH at any rat^. 

The remaining’ cutn are more or Ighm token cuts of small amounts- 
It has l>erome the eustom, as has been pointed out by jirevious speakers, 
to use this demand for the servants and miseellaneoiis expenditure of 
the Executive ('ounoil to run a tilt against the constitution. I am 
not complaining alxiut that. But I do not think that the Council 
seriously exi^ct me to gt) into the ramifications of their objections to the 
present Members of the Executive Council, because wbat they seem to 
be chiefly complaining about is the constitution. If we were to resign, 

I am afraid four more Executive Councillors would at once be 
appointed and it would not do any particular good. On previous 
occasions we have been speeifically aceiised of speeifle misdeeds, (tn this 
occasion, the only charges against us relate to certain criminal cases 
which are suh judwe, and to which I do not think that I should refer, 
although I made very little objection to the eloquence of the members 
who rof erred to them. As ifgards the allegt^l recommendations of the 
Bengal Government to the Simon Commission, any memoranda that 
were submitted were confidential documents, and the Bengal Govern- 
ment are not at liberty to disclose anything contained in these docu- 
ments without the sanction of the Simon Comraission. I do not know~ 
how my friend got hold of the documents from which he read, and I 
asked him, hut he was ashamed to tell me (A voice: Family secrets) 

Mr. D. N. ROY: Are you ashamed to deny? 

Tht Hon’M^ Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: In view of the confidential 
nature of the memoranda I am not at liberty either to admit or to 
deny. Now, Sir, we come to the question of the constitution. The 
constitution, as has been pointed out on previous occasions, is laid dowis 
in the Government of India Act, which is an Act of Parliament. It is 
not in the (rawer of thi» Oovemment or of the Ooyemment of India to* 
alter it. As has been popted out by MbuIti Tamiiuddin B[han 3 th# 



DEMANDS FOE QEANTS 


m 


these motions had a grand opportunity of voicing their objec** 
tions to the Members of the Executive Council. They deliberately 
refrained from taking any action of the kind in the proper place and 
now they are trj’ing to ventilate their grievances here. I do not pro- 
pose to take up any more of the time of the Council, ns there are many 
more motions to come up. I will therefore resume my seat after 
formally op^sing all these motions. 

The motions of Sri jut Nagendra Nath Sen and Balm Khagendra 
Nath Ganguly were then put and lost. 

The motion ot Bubu Naliniranjun Sarker w*as then put and a divi- 
sion taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Aful, Maulvi tyae Multamiiuid. 
AtaiaUali, Mr. tyas Md. 

SaiiM, Sabu aamat Chandra, 
aaaarjta, Or. Framathanath. 

BanariM, sabii Fromotha Nath. 
■aaaarlM, Babu Jitandralal. 

Baao, Baba taai tthhar. 

Bata, Mr. F. C. 

Biawaa, Baba tartndra Nath. 

Bata. Baba Bajay Krtabna. 

Baia, Mr. t. C. 

Baaa, Mr. tubhat Chandra. 
Chakrabartty, Baba Jatindra Natb. 
Chakravarti, Baba Jogindra Chandra. 
Chattarjta, trijat Bijay Kamar. 
Cbaadbari, Maaivi Naral Haq. 

Oat Qapta, Or. J. M. 

Oatta, BabO Akhil Chandra. 

Datt, Baba taral Kamar. 

Qangaly, Babu Khagtndra Natk. 

Obbaa^ Baba Amarandra Nath. 

QapM, Mr. Jagtth Chandra. 


NimatainBiia. Baba Frabbu Oayal. 

Hoqat, Kaii Smdadal. 

Hag, Mr. A. K. Fat|.al. 

Kban, Baba Otbandra Lai. 

Miiti, Baba Mahandra Nath. 

Maitra« trijat Jagtndra Nath. 

Maharjta, trijat Taraknath. 

Natkar, Baba Ham Chandra. 

Fal Ohaadburi, Mr. Ranjit. 

Rahman, Maulvi Ailia*’. 

Rahman, Maaivi thamaar- 
Ray, Or. Kamad tankar. 

Ray, trijiit Radha Oabinda. 

Ray, Baba Manmalba Natb. 

Ray, Dr. Bldhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Ray Chaadhurl, Rai Bahadar tatyandra 
Nath. 

tarkar. Baba Naliniranjan. 
tan, trijat Nagandra Nath, 
tan Oapta, Mr. 4, M. 


NOEB. 


Acharijfa Cbaadbari, Maharaja thaahi 
Kanta. 

Abamad, Maaivi Kaairaddin. 

Abaiitf, Khan Bahadar Maaivi Emaduddln. 
Blair, Mr. R. 

OataaHa* Mr. A. 

Chaadhari, Khan Bahadar Maaivi 
Haiiar Rahaiaa. 

Chaadhari, tht Hafi*Wt Nawab* Bahadur 
iaiyid Naarab Ali, Khaa Bahadar. 
Ch aa dha r y, Maaivi Khtrahad Alam. 
eiarh, Mr. i. A. 

Oahaa, Mr. O. d. 

INMh, Mr. A. d. 

P ra aia n a d , Mr. d. B. 

BddlK Mr. A. MaB. 

Raraaai. Khan Bahadar K. 8. M. 
FarvMlar, Mr. d. Oamphail. 

FyH d. N. 

Biaaai Mr. M. c. 

Mimr MlNiHh, m, dh ty nd rt Ohaaira. 


Ohusnavi, AlhadJ tir Abdtlkarim. 

Boanka, Rai Bahadar Badridaa. 

Bardan, Mr. A. 0. 

Baha, Mr. F. N. 

Oamar, Mr. c. W. 

Habiballah, Nawab Kliwaia. 

Naaaa, Khan Bahadar Maaivi Aiifal. 
Hagg, Mr. 0. * F. 

Haaain Nawab Matharruf, Khan Bahadar, 
Nag, Khaa Bahadur Maaivi BhraaNd. 
H,itfain, Maaivi Latafat. 
dankiaa^ Or. W. A. 

Kaaam, Maaivi AbaL 
Khaa, Mr. Raxaar KahaMa. 

Uird, Mr. R. M 
uuab, Mr. T. 

Magaira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Hta*Ma Mr. A. 

WlwTg fW iMWlR# Plr FfWPBIII vMHIMIr 

MaitHy, tha Mtmt Mr. A. M. 

Mhtarii, Hr. g. 0. 
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OfUMl, Mr. 4. I. 

Mr. 4. Y. 

PrtfitiM, Mr. W. O. R. 

RiUlilMfi, Mr. A. r. 

RAlmiAii, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur 

Rauf, Mauivl tyad AMar. 

Ray, Rabu turtndra Natli. 

Rm«, Mr. 0. F. 

Ray, Mr. Itjoy Fraaad finah. 
•arktr, Rai tabib Rabati Maban. 


tlNlia* Raja RakaRar RRapaaRra 

Narayan, af Naalilpar. 
ioiaiaian, Mauivi MabaaiaMiR. 

•Uplatan, Mr. H. E. 
rata, Majar Oaaaral Oaifray. 

Tbamaa, Mr. H. W. 

Tbampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 

Wardawartb, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayew Wing 43 and the Noes 58, the motion was lost. 

The iiiotitnis of Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose and Sri jut Bijoy Kumar 
Chatterjee were not put as they were covered by the foregoing decision 
of the (V)uneil. 


6 p.m. 

Mr, P. C, BA8U : Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 64,000 
under the head ** 22E. — Ministers — Minister for Education be refused. 

This matter, Sir, is not a new thing for this House : it has been 
thrashed threadbare in this Council during the last C years and I think 
the members of this House will agree with me when I say that diarchy 
18 dead, although the Government in their obstinacy have, through the 
Hon’ble the Finance MemWr, again put the salary of the Ministers 
in the budget. From the experience of the last two years, I think, 
every one in this House will agree that there should not be any ministry 
in the jirovince of Bengal. The other day Mr. Travers representing 
the European group in this Council made the announcement that it was 
the last time the European group was going to support any ministry. 
In spit^ of that assurance, in spite of that statement from the head of 
the European group, the Hon'ble the Finance Member has again 
placed the salaries of Ministers in the budget. Every one will agree 
that diarchy is no longer living. Ever>' one will agree with me when I 
say that persons belonging to ever\' .section of political thought, be 
they moderates, W they Swarajists, be they ultra loyalists, condemn 
diarchy. In spite of that, year after year, for the last six long years 
provision has Wen made for the salaries of Ministers, although we have 
in this Council iMOiple proof that there is no nece.ssity for this costly 
sham. Sir, I need not trouble the memWrs of this House with the 
history of ministry in Bengal. What happened the memWrs of this 
House all know. The Joint Parliamentary Committee of the Lords and 
Commons of Great Britain definitely laid down that in the matter of 
selection of Ministera, the person who has got the majority or who can 
lead a section of the House should W appointed Minister. Here, my 
honourable friend, Sir Abdur Rahim, announced in this Council in 
1^7 that in the present state of affairs there cannot W any decent 
ministry, when there is the Swarajist opposition, and I definitely aay 
on Whalf of our party thift so long as diarchy is not ended, theie will 
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be opf^tion from this secticm of tbe House ; but in spite ot that the 
obatiikaey of tbe bureaucracy bas not ceased to operate and they bore 
again provided for tbe pay of tbe ministers in tbe budget. They are 
fully aware of Mr. Travers’s declaration that they are not going to 
supptni any more ministry and they are fully aware of Sir Abdur 
Rabim’s declaration that there cannot be any decent ministry in th}s 
province. 

With these words I commend my motion for tbe consideration of 
tbe House. 


Mauivi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD spoke in Bengali, tbe English 
translation of which is as follows: — 

“ Sir, I rise to support this motion. The subject of this motion has 
been discussed in this House for the last three years, it has l)een 
rejected once or twice and nearly two-thirds of the elected members of 
the House have always voted against the motion for the ministers* 
8ala^}^ The motion of no-confidence is tabled three or four times a 
year. All this indicates that the people do not want ministers or 
diarchy. Arguments which are used by my Jriends against diarchy 
everj' year are similar in character and the subject is of constitutional 
importance. 

An elected member who is appointed a minister has responsibilities 
to his constituency as a memlor and resionsibilities to the i)eople of 
Bengal as minister, ('an the ministers say what they have done as 
regards their responsibilities to the country’? TTnfortunately there are no 
ministers in their seats. Had they been present there 1 would have 
asked them what had they done for the country. 

I am asked to confine iny remarks to the Education Minister. 1 do 
not know that in the matter of education we have secured more 
advantages as the revsult of the introduction of the Reforms. At the 
present time, the in8|)ecting staff of the Government pronounce a school 
to be good if only it has a good exterior, i\e., they base their judgment on 
the architectural beauty of the schcKil buildings or other considerations 
of this nature. If Dr. Jenkins were in his seal, I would have asked him 
why he t(M)k away when he was Inspector of Schools of Chittagong 
Division, the affiliation and grant-in-aid of the Paschimgaon Bodaren- 
nesa High School in Tippera. The authorities of tbe sc'hool somehow 
managed to keep it alive at great sac rifice during non-co-operation days. 
For years the sc hool has stood on a healthy place on the bank of 
a river and the building faces south. It was inspected by the ex- 
Hinister Nawab Musharmf Hossain. I want to know what has been 
done about tbe school ? In many other cases, private schools bave been 
deprived of affiliation and grani-in-aid. Tuition lees of both Middle 
English and High English schools bave been enhanced to such an 
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extent ae almoet to prevent the poor tenants from sending tbeir 
children to school. The monthly grant-in«aid to a Primary school 
does not in any instance exceed Re. 1-8 andi Bs* 2. Neither the 
Educotion Minister nor the Hon’ble Member-in-chiurge has done any- 
thing to remedy this state of things. So 1 request my friends to con- 
sider these questions carefully before they cast their votes on this 
motion. I do not wish to say anything more on this motion, 
I shall discmsH other matters when the other motions in my name are 
moved. 

(At G-16 p.ni. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 0-30 p.m.) 

The follow’ing motions were called but not moved: — 

Mauivi ASIMUODIN AHAMAD: That the demand of 
Rs. 64,000 under the head ' 22E. — Pay of Minister for Education ' be 
reduced by Rs. 36,0(K).” 

Babu NALINIRANdAN BARKER, Babu AMARENDRA NATH 
CHOSE, Mr. P. C. BASU, and Matdvi ABIMUDDIN AHAMAD: 

That the demand of*R8. 64,000 under the head ‘ 22E. — Ministers 
— ^Pay of the Ministers for Local Self-Govemment ’ be refused.” 

Mauivi ABIMUDDIN AHAMAD: That the demand of Rs. 64,000 
under the head ^22E — Pay '>f Minister for Lm-al Self-Government' be 
reduced by Rs. 36,000.” 

Mr. D. N. ROY and Mauivi ABIMUDDIN AHAMAD: That the 
demand of Rs. 1,28,000 under the head ‘ 22E. — Ministers — Pay of Offi- 
cers’ he refused.” 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: I beg to move 
that the demand of Its. 1,50,000 under the head ” 22E. - Ministers ” 
be refused. 

Sir, this question of the ministers’ salaries has Wen discussed on 
the floor of this Houim) so many times and the arguments for and 
against this point have Wen put forward so many times that I do not 
think T should be usefully taking up the time of the Council if I were 
to go over the same grounds again. So far ns I myself or, for the 
matter of that, the memWrs of my party are concerned, it is perfectly 
well known that we are definitely pledged against diarchy and that we 
have Wen trying all along consistently and systematically to refuse the 
salaries of ministers to the Wst of our ability. Sir, it was only the 
other day that the ministry eras buried and to-day we are asked to 
consider whether we should vote the salaries for two ministers includ- 
ing their estaldishment charges amounting to Rs. 1,60,000. I will. 
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sir, ta tbe short, approach the question from a point of view which to 
mj mimd seems to be one which will enable all the members present 
in this Bouse to consider as to whether, irrespective of any question 
whether we are constitutionalists or niiti-constitutionalists, it is worth 
our while to vote on this item of ministers' salary. Sir, when we look 
at the constitution of the present House and the members who constitute 
it, what do we find? We find that there are several groups in this 
House, the most important of which is perhaps the Congress group. 
As I have said, it is uselesvs for me to re|)eat to you that the Congress 
gn>up is definitely against diarchy and it will not vote for the salary. 
As regards the other groups there are certain gentlemen who always 
think it to be their duty to 8Up}H)rt all motions coming from the side 
of Government, irrespective of their merits or demerits. I do not 
therefore hope very much from them. But there are others and there 
is one group the leader of which has assured us more than once that 
it would be imjmssible, so far as the present Council is concerned, to 
have a stable ministry so l(»ng as the Congress group does not supiM)rt 
the ministry. The leader of this group assuretl us many times that if 
any attempt were made to reinstate the ministers that group would 
not support it. If that be so, it would be for them to consider as to 
whetbei* they would l)e ready to vote this demand for ministers’ salarj'. 
There is another group which always talks alH>ut the constitution and 
which tells us that although the present constitution may not l>e a 
.suitable one yet they are prepared to work it for what it is w’orth. 
During the course of the debate on the Executive Coumil my friend 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kkrainul Huq .said that the ministers could not 
work properly l>ecause this is the reason he gave - they had not got 
sufficient funds to work with. Well, Sir. I ask my friends opiM)site, 
to consider as to whether in view of the present constitution and the 
present policy pursued by Government it w'ould he jmssihle in the year 
1930 or 1931 for the ministers to get sufficient and adequate funds to 
work with. If they sincerely believe that to be jwssible let them vote 
for thi.s item. Those genflemen, therefore, who are not anxious to 
accept ministry only for the pay, prospects and the honour atia<?hed to 
that office but are sincerely desirous of rendering some service to their 
countrymen by accepting office, it is for them to c'onsider as to whether 
it is w'orth their while to pass this cbmuiid. As regards others who 
ihink that, irrespective of the question as to whether there are sufficiei»t 
funds for the ministers to carry on their de[>artments or not and 
irrespective of the question whether they would l)e able to render to 
their countrymen the service they would like to render, irrespective 
of these questions, they will accept ministry because attached to that 
office there is that pay of Rs. 64,000 and gilded chaprassis and all 
other honours, they certainly will vote for this item, for they do not 
care to consider as to whether it would be possible for them to go on 
erofking this diarchy any longer. If these considerations do not appeal 
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io tihie Hoiifie as it is at present constituted^ I will put to it the question 
tHbich naturally arises — whether there is any chance during the few 
months of the life time of the present Council of having a stable 
ministiy. If there is no chance is it worth our while to vote for this 
Es. 1,50,000 under this head and is it not rather our duty to tbrnw 
off this item so that the money may be better utilised? Why, I ask 
in all seriousness, throw this apple of discord amongst us and make 
us waste our energy over throwing off the ministry subsequently, if 
one is appointed? We have had enough experience of the manner in 
which a ministry is appointed and destroyed. From my experience 
in the past in this connection I would respectfully ask my friends in 
this House to consider, irrespective of the question as to whether they 
want to work the constitution or not, irrespective of the question as 
to whether they are pro-constitutionalists or anti-constitutionalists, 
irrespective of the question as to whether they are in favour of diarchy* 
or against diarchy, I would respectfully ask them to look at the question 
entirely from a business point of view— the point of view of men who 
want to carry on business and consider as to whether it would be worth- 
their while to vote for this item. 

With these words I move that the salaries be refused. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: In a recent debate on the Ministers' salary 
Mr. Sen Gupta, intervening cleverly late in the debate with that 
forensii* ebK|uence and stimulated passion which I so much admire, 
criticised the policy which I had announced somewhat in this manner; 
He said, “ Mr. Tiavers .says that he will .suj)i)ort no more Ministers. 

()-64 p.m. 

Does Mr. Travers mean to insinuate that he will not support as 
Minister,” and then Mr, Sen Gupta tunied round to some gentlemen 
behind him whose name I did not catch. Now, Sir, I am only a 
humble planter and I cannot hope to emulate Mr. Sen Gupta in that 
eloquence which he possesses as a barrister and a politician, but I must 
submit to this Council that Mr. Sen Gupta on that occasion, and it has 
been repeated to-day also, inaccurately quoted the statement of policy 
which I then enunciated. What I said was this that the European 
group will not support any fui“ther Ministers unless and until they have 
a stable and a sufficient majority. Sir, we still retain that jyolicy and 
continue on those lines. We have no intention whatsi»ever of eupport- 
ing any Minister who may come to this Council with a majority of 
five (»r six votes. That majority may speedily, going on the evidence 
we have already ha^l, turn into a minority. This leads to an amount 
of intrigue and vnre-pulling of which we are quite tired. But, Sir, 
on this motion which is before the Council this evening, there are tw<^ 
factors which have led us to our decision. The first is this. Thom 
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or l^re was, according to the rote upon the Ministers' salaries last 
year, Ik considerable majority in favour of the working of the constitu*^ 
tion. l%at majority has so far failed to operate. But we dj not consider 
that we should be doing right if by our action here to-day we entitely 
shut oxrt the possibility of that majority — those various groups who* 
make that majority — coming together and composing their differences 
and making a real and stable ministry that might do some good in 
the Transfened Departments of Bengal. That, Sir, is our first reason. 

The second reason is the old question of the constitution. Sir, I 
admit I said the other day that the question of the constitution has no 
longer the importance that it had in the early days of the lletorms. 
But we still feel that it is our duty to oppose our political enemy on 
the other side on those grounds. They have consistently opposed the 
working of the constitution, and we as consistently voted in farour of 
it and intend when this motion comes before the House to vote for the 
Ministers’ salary. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: My friend, Mr. Jogindra 
Chandra Chakra vurti, has vcr\’ clearly 8tutc<l the ix)int of view of my 
friends the Swarajists on the other side, and so has Mr. Travers 
explained the opinion of the Eur(»pean groui> in this House. Babu 
Jogindra (Thandra C^akravarti has refen*ed to a thinl group, namely, 
the group which thinks that it is always their duty to su|»ix>rt the 
Ministers. Sir, I am one of those who have consistently 8upi>orted 
the constitution since the yt'iir 1921, and sc> I consider that, I l)el(mg 
to the group mentioned by Mr. ('hakmvairti. Sir, it is futile now to 
discuss whether diarchy has been kilUnl by its friends or its enemies. 
By a sheer irony (d fate, my friends opjxwitt' — the Kuroinmn grou[) — 
the Government gi^oup and we who have hitherto consistently sup- 
ported the Ministers, we all have come to the one and the same con- 
clusion which is almost inevitable that Bengal is now sick ot the game 
of Ministry. Sir, this game might have been a ne<essity or might 
have l)een very important a few’ years back but to-day I feel it is no 
longer pleasant or healthy. I w’ould re(|uest the Government not to 
attempt to entice another set of hon’ble members of this House to that 
maise of Ministry, no attempt should be made to forni another Ministry 
unless Government is fully assured of its stability. 

Sir, I feel that no Ministiy* should be formed till a Sir Galahad i« 
diacovered in this hall who is prepared to sit on Montague’s siege j>erU 
Foua not to save himself but only to lose himself. But in sjdte of what 
I have said, I agree with my friend Mr. Travers that we have got our 
duty to the constitution, and though we are against the appointment 
of Ministers — Ministers who cannot retain their position for more- 
n oou{de or two of months, we are still prepared to support the 
cona^iution and shall certainly vote for the restitution. 
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MNl iiJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Sir, there ia nothing new ie be 
«aid on thi« motion. * Therefore, I would not repeat the argrumente 
which we have heard on the floor of this House during the last few 
years. I do not know whether my European friends on the other side 
have ever seen u jatra. We see on the stage Ministers arrayed in 
beautiful costumes for playing a particular part for a while and Uien 
they go away. I am reminded of what ShaJtespeare wrote — “ They 
strut and fret on the stage and then they are beard no more.*’ For 
the lost six years we have got this play enacted in Bengal. There are 
robust optimists on the other side who still believe that by voting on 
this subject they are voting for the constitution. A new point has 
been made to-day, namely, that if the Ministry can become stable, then 
only Ministers should be appointed. I am not going to traverse the 
ground which Mr. Travers has traversed during the last three years. He, 
while rep(‘ating bis old arguments, has only added to-day the question 
of stability. Well, Sir, am T to understand that the (loveniment when 
they appointed Ministers on other (M*casions, tb(‘y always appointed 
Ministers knowing fully well that their Ministry would l)e unstable? 
Whenever they app(»inted Ministers the Ministry was supix^sed to be 
stable, but they have been disillusionised. They have found during the 
last six years that no stjible Ministry could be foniied l>ecause of what- 
ever you may say — intrigue or other things — as Mr. Travers has sug- 
gested. I Ixdieve that the only honest course now ()|)en is not b) vote 
for this salaiy and not to put His Excellency the (Governor in a false 
jKvsition by bnnging forward two men as players in a jatra and send- 
ing them away in disgrace after a nmnth or so. There are certainly 
some gentlemen who think that if they once he api>ointed Ministers, 
they will be {|uib‘ safe this time l)ecause this Council is meeting for 
the last time and jrrobably it will meet for two or three days in Tulf 
and August and they will go on pocketing Rs. 5,000 a month if by 
some chan('e there is no no-confidence motion during the next session. 
Well, let them live in that ho])©. But what is the hone.st cour.se left 
for US? 1X» we want these gentlemen by a fluke to l)e ajyi>ointed 
Ministers? Is that Ministiy to be called stable? Will that Ministry 
be said to enjoy the ctmfidence of the jieoide? I will therefore request 
this House to see tWt this salary he refused altogether. 

Why not wait till you get the verdict of the country’ at the next 
general election — the election coming in November. You have con- 
fident^e in the Executive Council. That you have shown by your vote 
half an hour ago. You must be consistent. Do you think that these 
Executive Otmncillors are such that they will not he able to manage 
the affairs of the Transferred Deimrtments? Why do you want to 
show your want of confidence in the Executive Council? Are you 
going to 1)0 inconsistfnt or to remain consistent? I know that oob- 
aistenoy is not always a viftue, but I know that you have voted your 
43onfidence in the Executive Oouncii half an hour ago. By voting for 
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the Miiieter's salary uow you will perhaps vote in the hope that there 
mil Hindu Minister and a Muhammadan Minister. It has also 
been suggested somewhere that there is going to be a £uroi)ean Minis- 
ter. but I do not believe it as I find in the budget provision for the 
salaries of two Ministers only. It is certain that Europeans will not 
be dragged into it. I think that by voting for the Executive Council 
you allow the Executive Councillors to continue, you have shown your 
confidence in them. Mr. Marr is going to England and w'ill come 
back invigorated, in the meantime another gentleman will come for- 
ward in his place and work the TransfeiTed Deiairtments. vSo far as 
the Local »Self-Government is concerned. Sir P. V. Mitter is a veteran 
politician and has gi*eat exiierience as a Minister. So far as 
Mr. Moberly is concerned I am not going to say anything to detract 
fiorn his virtues. He is a great administrator, a host in himself. 
Thei*efore, if you have confiilence in the Executive Council, you should 
not jmt His Excellenev int^) a false i>ositioii by voting for this grant 
and offering inducement to appoint a fresh set of men t<» Is? tuimed 
out as soon a.s the opisnt unity wtmld arise. 

(On Babu Khagendra Nath Ganguly rising to speak.) 


The Hon’Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: May 1 ask on which nndioii the 
member is going to speak? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: He is speaking on 220. As a matter of fact be 
is not moving his motitni but he is sjs^aking in Mui)is)rt of the motion 
moved by Babu Jogindni (’handra ('hakravarti. 


Bahu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: The refusal of Ministers’ 
salaiiCvS has been one of the principal pn.gramtiie of work by ('ougress 
members in the Council f<u‘ the last six >ears. Time after time we have 
driv'en out Ministers by moving a vote of no-confideiu’e in them and 
by refusing their salaries. In removing them from (»ftice we have 
always made our |>osition clear by stating that our (|uarrel was n(»t 
with Ministers |>t*rsonally but with Ministers pledged to administer 
the diarchical fonii of Government. Bengal is not likely to forget in 
a hurry the memonihle fight put up by the late illustrious Deshhundhu 
Das of revered memoiy for destroying diarchy and how suci'essful he 
was in his attempts. The justification for the ]ndi< y adopted by the 
Congress members has }>een amply vindicated and this will found 
from an examination of the brief careers pursued by the Miiiist^ug 
themselves. 


Adjouniiiitnt. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m.. on Friday, the 
22iid March, 1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Fmetdiiigs of the Bengal Legleiative Counoil aiiimMed mitfir tiii 
provisions of the Covemment of India AoL 

Thb Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 22nd March, 1929, at -3 p.m. 

Present: 

The Hon’ble the PreKident (the Hon’ble llaja Manmatha Nath 
Ray CiiAUDHURi, of Saiitosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, and 112 nominated and elected members. 


Starred Question 

(to which oral answer was given). 

Preparation of eleotoral rolls, caste of elector. 

*S$. Babu ilOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: (o) Will 
the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state whether the instructions that have been issued for the 
preparation of electoral rolls for elections in the general constituen- 
cies for the Bengal TiOgislative Council and the legislative Assembly 
contain a direction to the effect that the caste of the elector will be 
shown in a new column which has Wen adde<l in the electoral roll? 

(b) Is the Hou’ble Member aware that there are many jx?ople in 
the Hindu community who ci.nscientiously object to mention their 
caste P 

(r) Have any instnictions been issued to meet cases where the 
electors object to mention their caste? 

(d) Will the llon'ble MemWr be please<l to state the reasons for 
introducing a new column to show caste, whicdi did not exist before? 

(e) Is it the intention of Government that if the caste of the elector 
is not mentioned, the elect4ir will be disqualified from voting or stand- 
ing as a candidate? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tlM 
Hon'ble Mr. A. N. Molierly): («) Yee, in the non-Muhammadan 
general constituencies, 

(b) No, Ordinarily the caste will be recc»rded by the person prepar- 
ing the roll. 

(c) No. 
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(d) Sle object is to ascertain to wbat extent the present franchise 
•eciire%> the representation of various classes, especially of the 
** depressed classes.*’ 

(e) No. The enquiry is being^ made for statistical purfmes. The 
instructions will be modified to make it clear that the caste will not 
be entered in the published electoral rolls, and that in the Oiilcutta 
and the five other urban constituencies ca.ste need not be reported. 

Babu dlTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Not content with the 
I)erpetual feud between the Hindus and Muhamma<luns, do the (lovern- 
ment want to stir up new strife between caste Hindus and depressed- 
class Hindus? 


Tho Hon’blo Mfa As Ns MOBERLYS No, Sir. In their representa- 
tion befoi-e the Simon Commission the depressed classes raised the 
question of separate electorates for themselves. Government are not 
satisfied that they are not sufficiently represented on the electoral 
rolls alrewly, and in order to nsceHain what the i-ejiresentation is 
this enquiry' is being made. 

Babu dOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Will the 
Hon’ble Member kindly let us know when these modified instructions 
are likely to he issued? 

Tha Hofi'bla Mr# A# N# MOBERLYs I think they have already 
been issued. If not, they will be issued at once. 


Demands for grants. 

22.— General Administration. 

The disc‘ussion on Ministers’ salary was then resumed. 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: They no doubt pose 
themselves as elected representatives of the people; but how did they 
discharge their duties when once they found themselves installed on 
the Ministerial guddi. Did they raise their little finger of protest, 
when Government launched on repressive measures by incarcerating 
hundreds of promising and patriotic young men of the land ? Did they, 
forming a part of the inner machinery of Government, ever care to 
set their backs up as men against tyrannical and lawless laws involv- 
ing the liberty of bigh-souled patriots? Did they as members of 
this Council ever care to go in the same lobby with the pedlar party 
in this House? Well, their sins of omission and commission are too 
ttumerons to mention. It will serve no useful purpose to recount 
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tlieir past misdeeds, for they have been discussed threadbare on several 
occasions. The only explanation for such servile psychology is to b» 
found in the fact that no sooner these gentlemen £nd themselves 
within the hallowed precincts of the Olymphic gods, they manage to 
forget their past, and regard themselves as transformed beings breath- 
ing a different atmosphere to what they used to breathe before. 
With the fat salaiy^ of Rs. 64,000 provided for them in the Budget, 
they look down upon their constituents with contemptuous indiffer- 
ence. 

This time the Ministers are gone, at least there are no Ministers 
at present and the Bengal Government has not collapsed for want of 
these precious adherents. They are carrying on the Government 
serenely and smoothly. Why then this demand for providing money 
for Ministers' salaries? Are we not entitled to say that, mulish 
obstinacy of Government and their anxiety to revive the dead diarchy 
are responsible for this provision in the Budget. The Finance 
Member and his colleagues know perfectly well that this money has 
to be found from the pockets of the starving millions of Bengal and 
they also know that the Ministers are an absolutely supenfluous para- 
pharnalia of the Government. This policy- the time-worn policy of 
flouting the opinion and sentiments of the j>eoplp has l)een carried 
on too long. The Government policy of meting out doles, their 
policy of ingratiating a few place hunters with the Wstowal of Rai 
Bahadurships and similar trinkets and apjKdnting some others to 
high posts such as Ministers, cannot and will not satisfy the aspira- 
tions of a people hankering for freedom. The politi<*ally-minded 
men of the laiul under the guidance of the Indian National Congress 
can no longer Im» shut out from their just and rightful (daims. They 
know and appraise at their time woilh the value of Ministers, who 
are neither reliesl on by Government nor by their own i>eople. This 
reminds me of an incident when during the last sessions of the Con- 
gress and a few days before the actual sitting of the Congress, one 
of the Ministei-s came to the tent of the Chairman of the Reception 
Committee. One of the gentlemen present, probably Dr. Bidhaa 
Chandi-a It^jy (Dx, Bidhak Chandka Rov : No, I was not present) 
asked the Minister how the administration was being carried on* 
The Minister replied laughingly that he could give no information 
as his position was unenviable, for he had lost the confidence of the 
people and did not enjoy that of the Government. (Laughter.) No 
doubt this was spoken in jest, but the agony of the truth behind the 
spoken words is staggering. Unless one is entirely dead to all sense 
*of self-respect, he would never willingly work in such a position* 
Naturally when people are pulsating with national self-conseiousneaa 
and burning with an actpe deetre for achieving freedom, they can 
neter submit to be ruled by a pair of puppets, eufdiemistically caUiid' 
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Miniilirs/’ We do not know what the report of the Simon Com- 
misaiott would be. But this much we can safely predict that the 
Ommiiaioners would never be idiotic enou^th to recommend a 
diarchieal form of Government or anything like it. 

Sir, Ministers are anachronisms, and they must on no account be 
allowed to disfigure the Government if the |>eople can help it. Time 
is gone by, when administration can be canietl on in the teeth of 
l>opular opposition for any length of time. As Ministers are not 
wanted, Government cannot be allowed to provide their salary in the 
Budget. I would therefore u[){)enl to the meml)ers of this House that 
they should, in spite of Government opposition, vindicate the fair 
name of Bengal by totally refu.sing this grant. 

The following motions were calle<l but not moved : 

Mauivi 8HAM8UR-RAHMAN: That the demand of Ks l,r>0,00d 
under the head *22 — General Administration — Ministers — Provision for 
2 Ministers ' l)e reduced by lls. 1,49,999 (to prevent the fall of the 
ministry on account t)f petty jealousy amongst the membi'rs of the 
Bengal Legislative Council). ’ 

8rijut TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: ** That the demand of 
lis. l,oO,(KM) under the head *22K — General Administration — Ministejs * 
be reduced by Its. 1,49,998.” 

Babu KHAGENORA NATH GANGULY: ' That the demand of 
Its. 1.50,900 under the head ‘ 22K- Ministers* be reduced hy 
Ks. 1,28,(KK1.” 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: ' That the demand of 
Its. 1,50,000 under the head ‘ 221'^ — Minister.s (Transferred) ’ In* reduced 
by Rs. 04,000.” 

Mr. 8» C« MUKERdI: Mr. President, Sir, 1 l)eg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 1,50,(KK) under the head ‘*22E. Ministers” be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the question of the stability 
of the future ministry). 

I have given notice of this motion in order to raise a discussion 
as to how to se<*ure a stable Ministry in the future. The fKmition of 
the Swarajists is absolutely clear, definite and iinecfuivocal. They 
believe that diarchy is unworkable and therefore they must oppo«e it. 
For nine years I have been consistently maintaining that diarchy 
is workable. Diarchy is working in six provinces out of eight in 
India. Diarchy did w^ork in this Province for three years, namely 
1921, 1922 and 1923. On the 28th of December last year, a very 
peiiittent question wae asked by Lord Burnham of the AU-lndim 
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deputation of the All-India Christian Conference. The question that 
Lord Burnham put was: “Why is it that diarchy has failed in some 
provinces?” and when the question of Bengal came up, it devolved 
on me to give an answer. The answer that I gave was that diarchy 
has failed in Bengal, firstly, because, of the opposition of the Swaraj- 
ist« and, secondly, bec-ause of incompetent and worthless Ministers. 
•( Hear, hear ). Ministers who could not take the initiative in anything, 
Ministers who could not put two sentences together in correct English 
(Hear, hear), Ministers who were utterly devoid of any knowledge 
of facts and figures, and also utterly dewoid of imagination. Why is 
diarchy failing in Bengal? Who are responsible? Who are the 
wreckei*s and the breakers of the Constitution? Mv unequivocal 
answer is: “ Not the Swarajists but my friends, the Muhammadans.'* 
The Muhammadan members of this Council are solely and wholly 
responsible for the failure of diarchy in Bengal. Sir, there is only 
one appointment, and if for that appointment you have ‘18 applicants, 
how can you expect a stable Ministiy in Bengal? (Laughter.) 
There are only 42 Swarajists in this Council, and out of these 42 
Swarajists only two are Muhammadans (A Voice: Only one). Thank 
you for your correction, there is only one. There are 39 Muhammadans 
who are practically i>ledged to the constitution, and if they want 
-diarchy, why do they not put their heads together and give us the 
right man. We want a stable Ministry, we do not want an astabal 
Ministry, full of dirt and filth. (Laughter.) It is a stable Ministry 
we want, and not an inefficient and filthy Ministry. We cannot 
support such a Ministry. Is it a child's play? Is the Bengal Legis- 
lative (k)uncil a place for place-hunters? Mr. Travers, on behalf 
of the European group, wants a Ministr>’ which will command a 
majority in this Council, and also command confidence. A Minister 
with a long purse w'ill never command the confidence of this House 
(ironical laughter). It is only a Minister, w'ho has got strength of 
character, who is efficient and a man who know\s his subjects thorough- 
ly well, is educated and cultured, that can command the confidence 
of this House. Who are the people we have got to deal with? Have 
we not got to deal with a Prentice and a Cassells, with a Hopkynr 
and a Hogg, with a Jenkins and a Dash, men who know their business 
thoroughly, are well-educated and astute politicians? (A Voice: 
Very good). 


Now, Sir, there will be no stability in any future Ministry in 
thill House, and my Swarajist friends will walk in and out triumphant- 
ly holding the banner of obstruction aloft so long as my Muhammadan 
friends do not pull their forces together and do not pnt their heads 
together and plaoe^the right man before this Council. (Mr. D. N. 
R«y : They will again vote against him.) No, nobody will vote 
^against him if the right yinan be there; but I shalL myself vote againet 
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the MiAUter if I find that he is not up to the mark. (A Voick: But 
yon w^*t get it.) Sir, what are the transferred subjects? Let me 
take only one. Let me take the subject of Education? Sir, I may 
be a good tea planter, but that is no reason why I should know all 
about the Fniversity, Secondary and Primary' education of the 
Province. 

Maulvi TAM IZU ODIN KHAN: On a point of order, Sir, I do 
not know what Mr. Mukerji’s point is. Is it in order to discuss the 
merits or demerits of a particular member? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukerji has not named any particular 
member. His plea is that if the Ministry is going to be made stable, 
then the Ministers must be men who are fit to shoulder the task which 
will be imposed on them. (Cries of Hear, hear ** from the Congress 
meml)erR.) 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI: Sir, I am sorry for the inference that 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan has drawn. It is the past that throws light 
on the future. (Hear, hear.) If we want to conduct ourselves 
properly in the future, we must know what the past has been. 
(Mr. 1). N. Roy: Please i'ememl)er this.) I say that the past has 

been a failure l)ecause of these reasons, and in order that we may 

secure a stable Ministry we must take account of these facts. Like 
Mr. Travers, I also want to see a stable Ministry*. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But, ^ou are not sup)M>sed to name any ex- 
Minister or cast any i*eflection on any individual ex-Minister. 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI: I wiis siin]>ly illustrating my i)oint. 
(Laughter.) There is no sting in it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But there are limitations of which you may 
not l)c conscious of. (T>aughter.) 

Mr. 8. C. MUKERJI: Mell, Sir, I have made my iM)sition per- 
fectly clear. I do not wish to i)re8s this motion to vote, but I simply 

move it in order to raise this discussion. 

MaiMvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Mr. President, Sir, I would not 
have lisen to speak on this motion, but for the fact that a novel note ha« 
been struck in this year’s discussion of this (|Ue8tion by the last 
speaker, and also by some speakers yesterday. In addition to the con- 
stitutional argument, another new argument has been put forward^ 
namely, that the situation in this House is not at all conducive to the 
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formation of a stable Ministry, and therefore it is useless to vote for 
the demand for grant for the Ministers’ salaries. The contention is 
that it is worse than useless— it is perhaps inhuman — to drag in two 
more hon’ble gentlemen into the ministerial net, and then to send them 
away in disgra(;e in the course of a month or two. I am sorry, Sir, I 
cannot endorse this argument, either as to the premises or the conclu- 
sions sought to be drawn. First of all, as to the premises, I do not 
think that it is absolutely impossible to form a stable Ministiy, 
although the situation in this House is not very reassuring. So far as 
the last Ministry is (;oncerned, we have seen that it sbiod the onslaughts 
of the Swarajists for more than a year, (Cries of “ Question ” and 
No, no.”) Yes, it was for more than a year, and it' was only w’hen 

(Interruiitions of No,” No.”) If you want to interrupt me, 

you are at perfect litierty to do so, but I am only stating a fact when I 
say that the bust Ministry surely stood all the attacks made by the 
Swarajists to lireak it for more than a year. It was only w^hen some 
friends of the Omstitution initiated the attack that the combination of 
the enemies <d' the (’oiistitution ami of the enemies of the Ministers 
succeeded in overthrowing the Ministry. It was not a triumi>h for 
Sw’arajism ; it was a triumph of jealousy and hatred and also a triumph 
of honest self-delusion, all combined. (A Vok k : You may be suffer- 
ing from self-delusion your.self.) Sir, whether Swarajism has its hold 
on this House will 1m‘ shown by the result of the division on the present 
motion. (Laughter, and cries of ” (Question.”) I w’ould ask those of 
my friends w*ho j>ose as the supjiorter^ of the Constitution not to l>e 
seduced by the crocodile tears that have lieen shed by some of my Swara- 
jist friends in contemplating the fate of the future Ministers. (Cries of 
” We don’t shed tears.”) It seems that you do not want to allow me 
to speak. (Cries of ” No,” ” Go on,” ” Very nice.”) 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. I think the member should be 
allowed to pnueed with his speech. 


Mlllfvi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: I do not know* of any more hypo- 
critical tears than those that have been shed by my Swarajist 
friends at the possible fate of the future Ministers, namely, that 
they will have to go away in disgraie in the course of a month or 
two. If I call those tears crocodile tears, I do not think that anyone 
can reasonably take any exwption to my statement. (Cries of Ques- 
tion.”) T do not wish to say anything as regards the constitutional 
issue regarding which arguments, both in favour and against it, are 
too stale and stereotyped, but I would like to emphasise this fact that I 
do not at all consider that it is not possible to form a stable 
Ministry 
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<H<*re the member was s{>eakiug with hm face turned towards the 
Congresa members). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mauivi Sahib, you must address ycuir remarks to 
me and not to the members of the House. 

Maulwi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, if there has not been a stable 
Ministry- hitherto, I do not think that the whole blame ran be laid 
on the shoulders of the Muhammadan meml>er8, as has been done by my 
friend Mr. Mukerji. Of course, Muhammadan members have got their 
proper share of the guilt, but I claim that the whole blame cannot be 
thrown on their shoulders. We have seen that from the outset certain 
limitations have betn placed on this already difficult problem, which, 
I think, have prevented the formation of a stable Ministry'. It is for us 
here to 1 h‘ loyal to the (’onstitution and to the mandates of our t‘on- 
stitueiK'ie.s. If the Ministers* salaries are passed, it is the duty of His 
Excellency the Governor and his advisers to see whether a stable 
Ministry t an be formed. We shall Ik* going out of our way if we were 
U\ take on our own slioulders the re.sponsihility of finding out ways and 
nmuns for the fcniuation of a stable Ministry. That is not our business 
at all. If the salaries are nas.sed, I think His Exi-ellency will Ik* able 
to form a Ministry, even at this fag-end of the year, whieh will Ik* able 
to withstand all attacks and continue in office till the tenn of tht* ])re- 
sent rtmncil expires. I fully appreciate the difficulties that are in the 
way of forming a stable Ministry, and T fully recognise that the pro- 
blem is beset with complications. Hut J do not think, Sir, that the 
tlifficulties and complications are insunuountable. What is necessary 
i*- some amount of tact and courage. J hope, Sir, that should it be 
necessary to break through old juecedeiits and remove uii necessary 
limitations, it will l>e courageously done for the safety of the Constitu- 
tion and a Ministry formed which will last throughout the lifetime of 
this Council. 

With these words. Sir, I oppose the motion for the refusal of 
Ministers’ salaries. 

Mr. M. SEN GUPTA: Mr. President, Sir, after Mr, Mukerji’s 
exposition of the position of the Swarajists as regards this question 
of the demand for Ministers’ salaries, it is hardly necessary for me 
to elucidate the point of view' of the Swarajists on this question. 
But, Sir, a word of protest is necessary to be uttered by me in this 
House against the action of the Government and some members of 
this House in persisting in putting forward this demand Kn this 
House. J^et me, Sir, first put aside the case of the Members of Gov- 
ernment. This budget was prepared at a time when the Ministers 
were still in office. It was quite natural that this demand should 
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have found a place in the budget demands, but it is only a few days 
ago that the Ministry was overthrown. What was the constitutional 
position of the head of the Government when the Ministers were put 
out of office by a vote of no confidence in the Legislative Council? 
The position is perfectly clear. I want to ask those who swear by the 
Constitution, and I count amongst them Mr. Travers and Mr. S. C. 
Mukerji, whether the position that they take up on this question is 
the position of those who love the Constitution, who want to run the 
Constitution. I want to ask this question also of those Members of 
Government, who tell us day in and day out that they have given us 
partial responsible Government. Even Lord Lytton reminded us on 
one (Mrasion, when the Ministry was overthrown, that he would give 
an opportunity to this Council, after the Ministers were appointed, in 
order to enable this Council to show its sense of confidence or no 
cx)nfidence in them by putting either the demand for grant of their 
salaries before this Council after their appointment, or by giving an 
opportunity to this Council to show its want of confidence in . them by 
means of a token cut in a demand for grant for any department under 
the Ministers. We have not had one word from the Members of 
Government to-day as to whether Ministers would be appointed im- 
mediately after the salaries are passed, nor have we had any announce- 
ment that Ministers have already been appointed. There are only 
two constitutional positions which His Excellency the (b)vernor could 
take up in this case. It was his duty to send for the leaders of the 
different parties in this House immediately after the Ministry was 
overthrown, I mean leaders of the parties who had (‘ombined to over- 
throw the Ministry. T do not grieve because His Excellency did not 
send for the leader of the Congress party. He sent for us before, and 
he knows fully well our views. 

3-MO p.m. 

He should have sent for Sir Abd-ur-Kahim, the leader of the 
Muhammadan party, and the Maharaja of Mymensingh, the leader 
of the IJnioil party, 1 do submit, Sir, that if the Constitution has 
been broken by anyone, it lias been broken by the Government and 
the head of the Government. That is the first charge I make against 
the Government; they have been guilty of breaking the Constitution. 

Tlie next point I wish to develop is this. How i.s it possible, how 
is it fair in a scheme of Government that is said to be responsible, 
when Ministers are appointed on the basis that they are responsible 
to the Legislative Council, that when a Ministry is thrown out, not 
only are the Ministers not immediately appointed by sending for the 
leader of the Opposition, hut a demand for the salaries of the Ministers 
is put forward in all seriousness before the members of this Jjegis- 
lative body for the purpose of passing that demand — a demand for 
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salaries of Ministers when we do not know who the Ministers areP 
This, I submit, is a clear violation of all constitutional procedure, anci 
the Government having done that, Mr. Travers, the leader of thr 
Euro^an group, assures us that “we are the supporters of the Con- 
stitution; we will support the Constitution at any cost/^ Support it 
against the attacks made upon it by the Members of the Gk)vernnient 
and by His Excellency the Governor in not following the Constitu- 
tion by throwing out these salaries! Would you not be really 
wrecking the Constitution by supporting this demand? I am saying 
this that this so-called love for the Constitution is not true love; it 
is the real love of inflicting a defeat on the Swarajists. Sir, they are 
not really zealous for the protection or the honour of this Constitu- 
tion. They are anxious to see that the Ministers^ salaries are carried 
so that fresh negotiations — gentle secret negotiations— may be carried 
on not only by the Members of the Government with the members of 
this House but also with certain men wdth money, so that they can 
get together the names of meinWrs to support them. T do charge the] 
Government that they are more guilty than the late Ministers whom] 
we have turned out in poisoning the public life of Bengal. What 
right have they to dangle this demand Wfore the members of this 
House and ask their votes without having appointed the Ministers? 
Is it not clear that the reason for putting this demand forward to-day 
without there being any Ministers before us is that all groups who 
want to have a Ministry formed from amongst their own groups will 
support this demand in the expectation that they may succeed in 
getting one or two of themselves nominated to the Ministry? I do 
submit that this is a deliberate piece of rascality on the part of the 
Members of Government, a worse piece of rascality lhan the 


Th# Hon’Mb Mf. A. Ni MOBERLY: On a point of order, Sir, 
Is that kind of language permissible? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Sen Gupta, I must inteivene and ask you 
to withdraw the word that y<m have used. I have carefully weighed 
it in the balance and I cannot allow' it to go unchallenged. In your 
best moments you will perhaps repent for having used it. 


Mr. d. M. SEN GUPTA: I will submit to your ruling, but I may 
say that this phrase was used by one of the highest men in the land, 
the Chief Justice of Bengal. But aa he thought that it was forensic, 
I thought that it would not be unparliamentary'. 

Mf« PRESIDENT: No matter that the Chief Justice has used it; 
I expect that one who knows wbat parliamentary language is, one 
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who is the leader of an important party in this House, will not com- 
promise his position by using an expression like that, particularly 
when exception has been taken to it. I must ask you to withdraw it. 

Mr, 4, M. SEN GUPTA: Certainly I am withdrawing it, but I 
must say that it was used by one of the biggest men in the land. 
Why do I say that it is deliberately done? I have made my reasons 
clear that it is deliberately done for the purpose of catching votes. 
Why do you blame individual members of this House when they go 
round the lobbies and go round the members* houses to get their 
signatures? I am told to-diay that Mr. Travers said yesterday in this 
House that he would support the passing of the Ministers* salaries 
and would support any two Ministers who could give him the names 
of say ulK>ut 20 members, and he wants that in writing. I do submit 
that this is only encouraging bribery. What are these gentlemen 
going to do who want to he Ministers? They would go round and 
try to get members* names piromising them money and promising them 
or their relations and their sons-in-law posts. We know these tricks; 
every one knows them. One cannot sufficiently condemn it because 
it means absolutely poisoning the public life of Bengal. That is not 
the point. You ought to say — those who swear by the Constitution 
— let them say plainly: “ Appoint your Ministers, we want to see 
their faces, we want to see whether they enjoy the confidence of this 
House.” What the Government is doing is really going behind the 
Constitution, is really breaking the Constitution. 

One word about Muulvi Tainizuddin Khan. He has said that the 
success or failure of thi.s motion would prove whether Swarajism has 
succeeded or not. Ife is absolutely mistaken. The success or failure 
of this demand will prove whether the Government and their hench- 
men and supporters have succeeded in poisoning the wdiole public life 
of Bengal and have succeeded in throwing out a temptation and taking 
away a large number of members to their side. That is what has been 
done in this House by making this demand. No Minister has been 
appointed and ever^’’ member who is a supporter of the Constitution 
has a little lurking hope in his mind that he may be approached and 
til at he may lie able to put Rs. 5,33»3-r>-4 in bis pocket for at least a 
few months soon. Therefore, the success or failure of this demand 
w'ill not prove w’hether Swarajism has succeeded or not. It will 
only prove that the Government has succeeded in poisoning the public 
life of Bengal. 

Mr, J, CAMPBELL PORRE8TER: Mr. Pre^sident. I .should like 
to put a question to Mr. Sen Gupta. Would Mr. Sen Gupta be able 
to appoint any one in his employment before he knew the salaries 
to be paid for it? 
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Mr. it M. SEN QUPTAS May I reply to this question f My reply 
is that mo Le^slative Council passes the Ministers’ salaries when there 
are no Ministers. It has the other answer, namely, that Government 
is perfectly in a legal position to bring forward a supplementary 
demand for Ministers’ salaries after the Ministers are appointed : 
that is open to them. The proper course for them is to withdraw this 
demand, appoint the Ministers and then bring forward a supplementary 
demand. 


Babu dlTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, I I'unnot help thinking 
that in one rps|>e(‘t iny friend Mr. S. (\ Mukerji was rather iiH'orrert 
in his analysis of the situation. tfle attributed the failure of Ministry 
in Bengal entirely to the incompetence of the past Ministers. Correct 
as that analysis may l)e within certain limitations, I must say that 
it is inadequate and incomplete, and there are wider and deeper 
issxies at work. And it is with the object of placing some of these 
additional con.siderations before this House that I rise to address 
this ChainWr to-day. I shall not tire the patience of the Council by 
a mere rehash of the arguments which have l>een stale<l by repetition 
into conimone.st conimon place. It is by this time admitted on all 
hands that diarchy has not functioned and cannot function in this Pro- 
vince. It is known and admitted, not simply by us but by competent 
European observers, that the Ministers have nt) control over policy, 
that they have no (‘ontrol over the purse, that they have no control 
over the administration of their own departments. In these circum- 
stances, it passes our understanding as to how men of self-reape(d, 
men po.ssessing tlie least grain of juditical sense can possibly continue 
to m’cept this office. But, Sir, to-day I shall not (oncern myself with 
these abstract considerations. I should like only to urge that, in the 
circumstances of the country, that in the political circumstances that 
obtain in this House, it is impossible for any Ministry to remain in 
power; and it is the merest trifling on the part of Government to try 
to go on forming Ministry after Mini.stry. I shall build up my argu- 
ments entirely upon two propositions. My first proposition is that 
diarchy, in order to function, must be supported by a political party; 
and my second proposition is — it is almost a truism-- but even tniisms 
require to be repeated at times — that a political party must be based 
upon political considerations and cannot dej^end upon considerations 
of race and community. It is idle to speak of a European party or 
a Muhammadan party, though the Europcmns themselves forgetful of 
their own political traditions elsewhere often commit the mistake of 
speaking of a European party. It is as idle to speak of a European 
party or of a Muhammadan party as a party of tall men or of short 
men, or of fat men or of lean men. Europeans cannot by themselves 
form a party unless they stand upon a distinct political principle. Of 
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course, here the European members may say that they Kaye got a 
political principle and their political principle is to support whatever 
Government may exist because the Government is theirs. If that is 
their position, and it is certainly an intelligible proposition, I should 
like to remind them that, by the same token, we are bound to oppose 
the Government, because the Government is not ours. And that so 
long as it continues not to be ours, so long as it continues to be alien 
in personnel, and alien in spint, so long we shall go 6n opposing,, 
whatever the result of our opposition may be. As there is no European 
party as such, so there can be no Muhammadan party as such — I hope 
my Muhammadan friends will take no offence by my remarks, for 
what I am stating is undoubtedly a proimsition of fact. Whenever 
an acute j)olitical crisis has arisen in the country, whenever a complex 
politic^al situation has confronted the Council, we have found that the 
so-called Muhammadan party has disintegrated into a number of 
groups- bewildering by their size, variety and the complexity of their 
composition. We are sometimes told that, if there is no European or 
Muhammadan party, surely there is the Union party. Sir, I hope, 
you will pardon me for saying that the only characteristic of the Union 
party is its chronic state of disunion. Up till now not one of the 
champions of the j)iuty has enunciated the political principle upon 
which they take their stand. In the course of two speeches -one 
delivered by the Maharaja of Mymensingh and another by 
Mr, Sanyal— it ajrpeared that there was one tattered i*ag of political 
principle upon which they took their stand. And what is this pre- 
cious political principle of the Union pai-tyP It is that none but a 
meinlwr of the Union party could Ire a Minister. 

3-45 p.m. 

That, I suppose, is a soi*t of principle, the kind of principle that 
has been immortalised by Dr. Johnson in the famous line — “ He who 
drives fat oxen must himself be fat.” He who wants to be a Minister 
must be a Unionist himself. 

I am sometimes reminded that there is another political party in 
the House, viz., the Lilrerals. Sir, of the Liberal par’ty I am tempted 
to say in the words of a distingui.shed British statesman that there wot 
a LriK*ral party. In the heyday of its jmwer and prestige the Liberal 
party consisted of two members. Giie of them now adorns the presi- 
dential chair with dignity and grace : the other sits securely entrench- 
ed in the seats of power and authority. And with the disappearance of 
theae two gentlemen, the Lilieral party, like the last rose of summer, 
has disappeared into oblivion. Such being the case, there being no 
organised party in the House in support of Ministry, there being only 
one political party in the House, and that party being inveteratehr 
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hostile to the acceptance of office under the present system^ what can 
the Government mean by persisting in their futile efforts to thrust 
a ministry on an unwilling and hostile House F I said last year» 
and I would repeat again this year, that diarchy will not flourish, it 
cannot flourish, in the soil of Bengal. The blight of a fatal curse 
seems U) rest upon it. It casts no shade, it bears no blossom, it bringa 
forth no fruit ; it only encumbers the ground w’ith its growth of noxioua 
and unwholesome vegetation ; and the only w^ay in which we ran deal 
with it is to root it out of existence. 

Sir, the Euro])eans may say — your position is an im|H>BHible one, 
you refuse co-operation when we stretch out a helping hand to you. 
Sir, speaking for myself and not on Whalf of any political party, I 
wish to repudiate this charge. Sir, at the present moment we are all 
for co-operation (“ Hear, hear but we are for co-operation on terms 
of honour and not dishonour, we are for co-operation on terms of 
equality and not on servility, we are for co-openition on terms of res- 
ponsibility and not on tenns of irresponsibility. And, Sir, this offer 
of co-operati(»n has l»een made not by a humble individual like myself, 
but by pel-sons far greater than myself. It was made by Pandit 
Motilal Nehru on the floor of the liCgislative Assembly: it was made 
by Mahatma Gandhi from the wider platform of the National Congress. 
This offer of co-operation still remains; but the sands in the hour 
glass are running out fast and every day that passes makes the situa- 
tion more difficult and more hopeless of solution. If you have 
imagination and the instinct of jmlitic.s, you will accept this offer even 
now and if you accept it, you will have peace now and for ever more. 
But if you reject (his offer, you will have another i>eriod of strife 
and bitter discord. 

Sir, the Europeans may think that they are fighters and that they 
need not care whatever strife or struggle may ensue. I admit that the 
Europeans are fighters — both keen and strenuous ; and none knows, 
better than ourselves how great our limitations are — how weak, 
impoverished and hopelessly disorganised w^e are. But even knowing 
our limitations, we shall have no fear in joining the strife that may 
ensue. We shall join it with our eyes open, with conscience clean, 
with faith undimnied and with hoj»e unconquered : and we are sure- 
that, as there is a God of Justice who rules the affairs of the earth, 
even so, in the end, the triumph will be ours and not yours. 


•rijilt JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: I formally beg to mov<^ 
that the demand of Rs. 1,60,000 under the head “ 22F. — Ministers '' 
be reduced by Re. 1 (diarchy being an unworkable system in this 
country). 



330 DEMANDS FOE GRANTS. [22nd Mar. 

Th# Hon’bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs Sir, I do not propose to pro- 
long this debate for very long. When I saw that more than 30 motions 
for refusal or reduction of Ministers' salaries had been tabled, I very 
much suspected that we should not hear very much that we had not 
heard before, and I have not been disappointed. The position of 
Government in this matter is very clear. The Government of India 
Act provides that certain subjects shall be reserved, and certain other 
subjects shall be transferred. The reserved subjects are to be admin- 
istered by the Governor in Council : the transferred subjects are to be 
administered by the Governor acting with Ministers. At the present 
moment, it is perfectly true, there are no Ministers, but it is not very 
long since there were and since the last Ministry failed. We have 
been told from every part of the House that it is desirable that any 
Ministry that may be appointed should be a stable Ministry. Well, 
Sir, if on the day after the Ministry fell or a week after the Ministry 
fell, His Excellency was unable to find a stable Ministry waiting 
round the comer, was he to put in two figure-heads as Ministers so 

t:hat their salaries might lie rejected or that there might be another 

vote of n(>-confidence? I say no. His Excellency is just as anxious 
as anybody in this House c'an be to find a stable Ministry, and if he 
is not able to find one in a fortnight he may l)e able to find one in a 

month or two; but the mere facd that he has not been able to find one 

so far is no reason w'hy he should go bju'k on the Constitution and 
make no provision for salaries for Ministers in the budget. I think, 
Sir, if the Governor had not made the recommendation that salaries 
should l>e provided in the budget, Imt had waited till the end of the 
year and ai)pointed Ministers without salaries in the hope that sup- 
plementary demands would lie voted, lie would have been accused of 
performing a most unconstitutional act. Our point is, therefore. Sir, 
that there cannot lie Ministers unless iheir salaries are voted. If this 
demand is thrown out to-day, then, Sir, His Excellency will not l)e 
able 


Mr. «l. M. BEN GUPTA; May I rise on a j»oint of explanation, 
Sir? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Not at this stage, Mr. Sen Gupta. You cun 
do so later on. 


Th« Hon’Ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY; I am not of opinion that it is 
impossible to form a stable Ministry from among the members of this 
House who are in favour of worfeing the Constitution. Past events 
bave certainly shown that' it is difficult, and I can only hope that 
those who desire to work the Constitution and to prove that a stable 
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Ministry in Bengal is a possilnlity^ will, as somebody said, put their 
heads together and prove it. They will I hope learn from past 
failures, but the mere* fact that there have been failures in the past 
is no ground for defeatism, or for going to the Secretary of State and 
that it is absolutely impossible to have a {>arliainentary system 
of Government here and that the transferred subjects should be 
retransferred. I therefore opimse these motions. 


Mr. d. M. SEN GUTPA. On a point of personal explanation, Sir. 
I think the Hon ble Member had forgotten when he said that it was 
impossible to appoint Ministers unless the salaries were voted 
that 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The position is not clear, Mr. Sen Gupta. At 
first I thought you rose on a point of explanation. Now 1 see you 
want to put some questions. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: Yes, Sir, I want to a.sk two (piestions. 
The first question is this. When the Huq-Ghuznavi Ministry was 
thrown out they were kept on as Ministers witln)ut salaries and it 
was not found difficult under the j)re8ent constitution to keep them on 
without salaries. Another point which the Ibm’ble MeinWr has 
develope<l. (Paused). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It appears that you are not sure of your point. 

Mr. J. M, SEN GUPTA: You did not allow me to put the (|uestions 
at the time I wanted to put them. The Iloirble Member sai<l that 
it was not possible to bring in the salaries after the Ministers were 
appointed. There is clear provision in the law for supplementary 
demands and a short sessions might l>e called. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think, Mr. Sen Gupta, you are rather argu- 
ing than putting questions. 

Tha Hofl’bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: As this point has been raised, 
I might say that I/jrd Lytton’s action was assailed as unconstitutional. 
In the British budgets salaries of Ministers are provided os a matter 
of course. 

Mf. d. M. SEN GUPTA: My question is this. Is the Constitu* 
tion here the same as it is in England ? 

(No reply). 
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The motion that the demand of Rs. 1,50,000 under the head 
<< 22E. —Ministers '' be refused was then put and a division taken 
wfth the following result: — 

AYES. 


Ahamatf, Maulvi AtimiMMin. 

aabH Ramtt CbandrA. 
BitnarjM, Dr. Pramattianath. 

•arMfjM, Babu Promotba Nath. 
Bantrjaa, Mr. A. C. 

BannarjM, Babu Jitandraial. 

Batu, Babu tati takbar. 

Batu, Mr. P. C. 

Bitwaa, Babu turandra Natb. 

Boaa, Babu Bajoy Krlabna. 
Cbakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Natb. 
Cbakravarti, Babu Jafindra Cbandra. 
Oat Qupta, Dr. J. M. 

Oatta, Babu Akbil Obandra. 

Dutt, Babu taral Kumar. 

OaiiBuly, Babu Kbagandra Natb. 

Qboaa, Babu Amarandra Natb. 

Oupta, Mr. Jogaab Cbandra. 


Hoqua. Kaii Emdadul. 

Lata, Babu taroda Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mabandra Naib. 

Moitra, trijut Jagandra Natb. 

Mukarjaa, trijut Taraknatb. 

Naakar, Babu Ham Cbandra. 

Ray, Or. Kumud tankar. 

Ray, trijut Radba Dobinda. 

Ray, Babu Manmatba Natb. 

Roy, Dr. Bidban Cbandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Roy Cboudburi, Rai Bahadur tatyandra 
Natb. 

tarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 
ban, trijut Nagondra Nath, 
tan Oupta, Mr. J. M. 


NOES. 


Aabarjya Chaudburi, Maharaja tbaabi 

Kanta. 

Afial, Maulvi tyad Muhammad. 

Abamad, Maulvi Kaairuddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Cmaduddin. 
All, Mr. Altai. 

Atiqullab, Mr. tyad Md. 

Blair, Mr. 4. R. 

Caaaallt, Mr. A. 

Chaudburi, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 

Hatiar Rahman. 

Chaudburi, tba Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur 

taiyid Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 
Cboudbury, Maulvi Kborabad Alam. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Coban, Mr. D. d. 
oath, Mr. A. 4, 

Drummond, Mr. d. Q. 

PnroBui, Khan Bahadur K. Q. M. 

Porraatar, Mr. d. Campball. 

Pyfo, Mr. d. H. 

Oboaa, Mr. M. C. 

Sbotb Maulik, Mr. tatyandra Cbandra. 
Obumavi, Albadj tlr tbBtIborim. 

Oordofi, Mr. A. D. 

Cuba, Mr. P. N. 

Ournar, Mr. C. W. 

Nabibullab, Nawab Kbwaja. 

Nagua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Atiiul. 
Hogg, Mr. 0. P. 

Hoaatn, Nawab Muabarruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Hub, Khan Bahadur MauKri tkramut. 
Huaaain, Maulvi Latafat. 
dankina, Dr. W. A. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Maubrl Abuk 

Klma, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muanam All. 


Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 

Maguirt, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tbt Hon'Mo Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. t. 

MeClutkio, Mr. E. T. 

Mittor, tho Hon’blo tir Provatb Cbundor. 
Moborly, tho Hon'blo Mr. A. N. 

Mukorji, Mr. t. C. 

Nandy, Mabaraj Kumar trit Cbandra. 
Ordiih, Mr. d. E. 

Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Prontioo, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahman, Maulvi tbamtur> 

Robman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-. 

Rauf, Maulvi tyad Abdur. 

Ray, Babu turondra Nath. 

Roto, Mr. 0. F. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad tingh. 
tarkor, Rai tabib Robati Mohan, 
tattar, Khan Bahadur Abdua. 
tattar, Mr. Abdool Razak Hajoo Abdoal. 
tinba. Raja Bahadur Bbupaadra 

Narayan. 

tolaiman, Maulvi Muhammad, 
tuploton, Mr. H. E. 

Tats, Major Qonoral Oodfroy. 

Thomas, Mr. H. W. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 

Travoro, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. d. 

Wordaworth. Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 34 and the Noes 69 the motion was lost 
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The following motion of Mr. P. C. Basu was then put and lost: — 

That the demand of Rs. 64,000 under the head ' 22E. — Ministers 
— Minister for Education ’ be refused.^' 

The following motion of Mr. S. C. Mukerji was then put and 
lost : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 1,50,000 under the heatl ‘ 22E. — 
Ministers ’ be reduced by lie. 1 (to raise a discussion on the question 
of the stability of the future Ministry).'' 

The following motion of Srijut Jogeudra Nath Moitra was then 
put and lost: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 1,50,(XK) under tlie head ‘ 22E. — 
Ministers ’ l)e reduced by Re. 1 (dian’hy l>eing an unworkable system 
in this country').” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: So far motion No. 293 
which stands in iny name is concerned, may T move it now, as T 
undei stand the intermediate motions are all going to l»e withdrawn!^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I myself do not know whether the movers 
are going to move them or not. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: It is all among ourselves, 
Sir, and nobody is going to move these motions. 

Mr« PRESIDENT: But it is safer for me to call out each and 
every one of them by name. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE, Dr. KUMUD SANKAR 
RAY, Mauivi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL, Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR- 
RAHMAN, Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE ami Mauivi KHORSHED 
ALAM CHOUOHURY: ''That the demand of Rs. 36,600 under the 
head * 22F. — Ijegislative Council — ^Other GaJ5etted Officers' be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to criticise the policy of (lovernment regarding the method 
of recruitment and maintenance of the gazetted staff of the dejiartinent)." 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY, Rabu AMARENDRA NATH 
CHOSE, Mauivi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL, Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR* 
RAHMAN, Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE ami Maiivi KHORSHED ALAM 
CHOUDHURY: "That the demand of Rs. 31,000 under the head 
* 22F. — Ijegislative Council — Pay of clerks' be reduced by Ea. 100 
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(to criticise the policy of Government for the scanty provision of pros- 
pects for lower division selection grade posts in the Legislative* 
Department). 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER, Mr. SATYENDRA CHANDRA 
CH01H MAULIK, Brijut RADHA COBINDA RAY and Babii 
illTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: “That the demand of Rs. 31,000 under 
the head * 22F. --Legislative Council— Pay of Establishment — Clerks' 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to enter an emphatic protest against the present 
policy of Government regarding the prospects of the ministeiial officers- 
in the establishment of the Legislative Department as distinguished 
from those in the Bengal Secretariat)." 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUEs 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,900 under the head " 22h . — Legislative Council — Temporary 
Establishment " be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy of the* 
temporary establishment of the department.) 

The reason for moving this motion is briefly this: on a compari- 
son of the figures of the previous years I find that they are always- 
on the iiK'reuse. Now if to transact the business of the liCgislative 
Department it is necessary that some temi)orary hands are to he taken 
in for a jxution <d the year, then my submission is that in^itead of 
taking temj)orary hands some permanent hands should be taken in. 
Of course, lesser numl)er of hands should be taken; but if, on the 
contrary, the nature of the work which is done by temjjorary men is 
so veiy trivial as not to necessitate the entertainment of even a lesser 
number of permanent hands then the work may l>e <lone with the 
assistance of the present staff by giving them additional lemunera- 
tion for the work done. That wdll l>e a great incentive to the men 
concerned and at the same time the work of the department will be 
done more efficiently. With these few words 1 move my motion. 

The Hon’ble Bir PROVABH CHUNDER MITTER; This demand 
is based on the following requirements. There is only one clerk, the 
personal clerk of the Hon'ble the President, and six peons of whom 
four are retained in oonsequence of the recommendation of the House 
Committee to increase the comforts of the members and two are taken 
in to help in the extra correspondence that arises during a session. 
Apjmrently the six peons must in the interest of economy be temporary 
since they work only for the period during which the Council is in 
session. That being the imsition 1 do not think the motion can be 
accepted. 

TIm Hofl’Ma Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 have nothing to add to 
what my friend Sir Proyash Chunder Mitter has said. I formally 
oppose the motion. 
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The motion of Eazi Eiudadul Hotjue was then put and lost. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Baku AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE, Mauivi 8YED MUHAMMAD 
AFZAL, Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMAN, Kazi EMDADUL HOJQUE,. 
Mauivi KHORSHED ALAM CHOUDHURY, Baby dITENDRALAL 
BANNERJEE and Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: ' That the demand 
of Rs. 60,000 under the head ‘ 22F. — Legislative (\>uneil * W reduced 
by He. 1 (to exjuess the indignation of the House for not getting 
the travelling allowance bills of the menjl>ers of the (Nmnc'il prepared 
by the office).” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That the demand of 
Rs. 1.7(M) under the head * 22F. — Legislative (\)uncil — Hill allowances* 
l»e refused.” 

Mauivi KHORSHED ALAM CHOUDHURY, Mauivi SYED 
MUHAMMAD AFZAL, Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN, Kazf 
EMDADUL HOQUE, Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY and Babu 
AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: ' That the demand of Rs. 1,700 
under the head ‘ 22F. — Legislative (Vnincil — Hill allowances ’ be 
leduced by Re. 1 [to criticise the policy regarding hill exodus of 
officei’s (gazetted and ininiste] ial) of the Legislative Department, and 
absence of any j)iinciple in that connection].” 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE, Babu AMARENDRA NATH 
CHOSE, Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY, Mauivi SYED MUHAMMAD 
AFZAL, Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN, Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE 
and Mauivi KHORSHED ALAM CHOUDHURY; ' That the demand 
Cl Rs. 1,000 under the head ' 22F. — Legislative (’ouncil — House rent 
and other allowances’ l>e reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy of 
(lovernment regarding allowances being part of pay of the ministerial 
officers of the liCgislative Department, as being detrimental to the 
definite prospeids of the offi(*ers comeriied).”. 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE, Dr. KUMUD SANKAR 
RAY, Mauivi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL, Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR^ 
RAHMAN, Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE and Mauivi KHORSHED 
ALAM CHOUDHURY: "That the demand of Rs. 12,000 under th<v 
head ‘ 22F. — Legislative Council — Office expenses and miscellaneous’ 
be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the iM>liry of expenditure).” 

Babu NALINIRANdAN BARKER, Babu dITENDRALAL 
BANNERdEE, Mr. SATYENDRA CHANDRA CHOSH MAULIK 
and SHJul RADHA COBINDA RAY: "That the demand of 
R«. 1,96,000 under the bead * 22F. — I.*egi8lative Council * be reduced 
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by Es. 100 (in order to raise a discussion on the combination of func- 
tions of Secretary, Ije^slative Council, with the Secretary to the 
•Goveminent)/' 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOEE: That the demand of 
Rs. 1,96,000 under the head ‘ 22F — ^Ije^rislative Council * be reduced 
by Rs. 2 (to discuss officers* salaries).** 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That the demand of 
Rs. 1,96,000 (voted) under the head ‘ 22F — Le^slative Council * be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the advisability of maintaining 
too many gazetted posts in a small department and other related 
matters).” 

Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,96,000 under the head ” 22F. — Ijegislative Council 
be reduced by Rs. 100. In moving this token cut my object has been 
to criticise and to condemn the policy of Government — 

(1) with reference to the scanty provisiou of prospects for the 
lower Division ^sistants in the Ijegislative Department 
owing to alwence of sufficient number of upi>er division 
posts of the Secretariat cadre in that Department according 
to the standard of the ratio of the number of lower and 
upper division posts prevailing in the departments of the 
Bengal Secretariat, 

IT (2'k with a special reference t(» the scanty, ine<juitable and neglef’t- 
ful provision for lower division .selection grade posts in the 
Department and the necessity of sufficient scope for these 
posts as the immediate panacea, in the piesent cinnin- 
vstances, as the office is now <*onvtituted, and 

(8) with reference to the unnecessarily large number of gazetted 
posts in the small department which sits as a nightmare 
over the prospects of the assistants of the Legislative 
Department and acts as a vampire; and other relate^l 
inattem bearing on the subjeid. 

Sir, at the very outset I would oWrve that the Ijegislative Depaii- 
ment is, rightly speaking, a conglomeration of very delicate issues 
of exceptional circumstances of exceptional character which surpasses 
the comprehensions of ordinary human beings and requires exceptional 
brains to pursue the (piestion. 

Sir, the subject matter of the present topic has almost been 
hackneyed in this House. We have seen that there is very exception- 
ally scanty provision of prospects in the Tjegislative Department as 
compared with the other departments of the Bengal Secretariat, as 
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well aa the offices of the Private Seci-efary and Military Secretary to 
Ooveittor. The question of the ratio of the upper and lower division 
posts has been side-tracked exceptionally in the case of this Depart- 
ment as a sullen mockery. The abseme of any Mvhamma 4 lan.s in 
the upper division posts in the Leffislative Department is a sing^ularly 
exceptional phenomena. The oumher of jmsts in the upper division 
is exceptionally detrimental to the interests of the assistants of the 
Department as it is ex(‘ej)tionally iie^lig’ible. The pot/ of the upper 
division posts in the IjC^isIative Department is an excejitional departure 
from the accepted primijiles ot the Secretariat. The smallness of the 
.s/ce ot the Dej)urtiiient is an exceptional plea. Ihe condition of 
overt tiup pay is nothing but an exce[>tional bluff. The coiu'ession of 
sperial seJet fion pnulc po.st in the lower division is a figment and 
hand’s in the balance to await fvuther consideration as an exi’ejitional 
case of red-ta])ism. 

How tar the juospects of the lower division assistants are affected 
under the existing circumstances will be amply eviilent from the 
answer elicited from the Hon ’hie the Finance MemU*r to rnstnrrec 
(Question No. 80 asked by Mr, A, F. Hah man on the Sth February 
lu't. It reveals a number ot very pe<*uliar and inteieslin^ ( haraiter- 
istics of the office of the Lej^islative Department! Is it a hu^re con- 
stitutional hoax that this particular office has received sm h peculiarly 
diffeiential and ne^dectful treatment, havinjr its relations and associa- 
tions with the Fiovincial lie^islature of the reformed (lovernmenty 
th is it a standing paradox which re»juiies peculiaily subtle brains 
to uiidei stand it in its true jierspectivey 

(Ileie the maximum time allotted foi the dis( u^sion of the head 
“ — (ieneial Administration,” havinj^ been leached the member 
had to lesume his se.it). 

4-1 o p.m. 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Muhammad Afzal was then put and 
a division taken uith the following results: — 


AYES. 


Aoharjya Cliauilliuri, Matiartja Shattii 
Kama. 

Afzal, Maulvi tyMl Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Atimutfdin. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Katiruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. 
Ali, Mr. AlUf. 

■agahi, Bahtt Ramaa Chandra. 

Banariaa, Or. Bramathanath. 

Banarjaa, Babu Promotha Nath. 

Banarjaa, Mr. A. C. 

Bannarla^ Babu ditandralal. 

Battt, Babu taai tahhar. 

Baau, Mr. P. C. 

Biawaa, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Saia, Babu Ba|ay Kriahna. 


Baaa, Mr. Bubhat Chandra. 
Chahraburtty, Babu datindra Natfi 
Chaliravarti, Babu dafindra Chandra. 
Choudhury, Maulvi Khorahad Alam. 

Daa Qupta, Or. d. M. 

Oatta, Babu Ahhil Chandra. 

Outt, Babu taral Kumar. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 

Ohoaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Ohaah Maulik, Mr. Batyandra Chandra. 
Gupta, Mr. datath Chandra. 

Magua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ailiul. 
Himatainglia, Babu Prabhu Oayat. 
Hagua, Kail Bmdadul. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kaaam, Maulvi Abut. 


22 
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Khan, Khan tahih Mauivi Muazzam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamixuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Lala, labu tarada Kripa. 

Maiti, tabu Mahtndra Nath. 

Moitra, trijut dogandra Nath. 

Muharjaa, trijut Taraknath. 

Natktr, habu Ham Chandra. 

Pal Chaudhuri, Mr. Ranjit. 

Pflhman, MauWi Axixur. 

Rahman, Mauivi thamvur* 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur*. 


■lair, Mr. J. R. 

Cawallt, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Hafixar Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han'bla Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 
Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. J. 

Oaah, Mr. A. d. 

Drummond, Mr. d. 0. 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. B. M. 
Forroatar, Mr. d. Campball. 

Fyfa, Mr. d. H. 

Ohoaa, Mr. C. 

Qhuxnavi, AlhadJ tir Abdalkarim 
Boanka, Rai Bahadur Badridaa. 

Oordon, Mr. A. 0. 

Buha, Mr. P. N. 

Qurrer, Mr. C. W. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Hogg, Mr. B. P. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul. 
Huaaain, Mauivi Latafat. 
dankina. Dr. W. A. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 


Ray, Or. Kumud tankar. 

Ray, trijut Radha Bobinda. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadar BatyfiPB 
Nath. 

tarkar, Babu Nalinirmnjan. 

tattar, Khan Bahadur Abdut. 

tattar, Mr. Abdool Raxak Hajoa Abdool. 

tan, trijut Nagondra Nath. 

tan Bupta, Mr. d. M. 


Marr, the Hon’bla Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. t. 

McClutkia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla tir Provaah Chundar* 
Mobarly, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. N. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Handy, MaharaJ Kumar tria Chandra. 
Ordiah, Mr. d. E. 

Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Prantioa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rauf, Mauivi tyod Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Burandra Nath. 

Roaa, Mr. B. F. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Praaad tingh. 
tarkar, Rai tahib Rabat! Mohan, 
tinha. Raja Bahadur Bhupandra 
Narayan. 

tolaiman, Mauivi Muhammad, 
ttaplaton, Mr. H. E. 

Tala, Major Banaral Bodfray. 

Thomat, Mr. H. W. 

Thompaon, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. d. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 50, and the Noes 50, the following motion was 
i'arried : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 1,00,000 under the head ‘ 22F. — Legis- 
lative Council ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the policy of Gov- 
ernment regarding prospects of the ministerial officers of the Legislative 
Department, the principle regulating the nural)er of lower division 
selection grade posts in the Department and the question of the ratio 
of lower to upper division posts as compared with the number of 
gazetted posts in the Department, and to enter an emphatic protest in 
that connection).’^ 

The time-limit under the head ** 22. — General Administration ** 
having reached the following motions were not put: — 

Babu AMAREUDRA NATH CHOSE: That the demand of 
Rs. under the head * 22F — Legislative Cotin cil ^ be reduced 

by Rs. 2 (to urge for appointment of a Bengali Shorthand Reporter). 
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MMrttf ASIMUIIDIN AHAMAD: ** That the demaml of 

Rs. 2,M,000 under the head ‘ 22B — lieg^ialative Bodies — Elections t<»r 
Indian and Provincial Legislature/ be reduced by He. 1 (as a protest 
against the method of giving no notice to the voters individually 

Snjut RADHA COBINDA RAY: That the denund of 

Ks. 2,T2,0(HI under the head ‘ 22 (t. — (' ivil Setietanat (Rc‘<erved) — 
Judicial, Political and Appointment Department.^ ’ he icdut cd by 
Rs. 35,000.’’ 

Srijut RADHA COBINDA RAY: That the demand of 

Rs. 1,03,000 under the head ‘ 22G, — Ci\i\ Secivtariat — Revenue 
Department ’ he reduced hy Rs. 24,(KHI.’’ 

Srijut RADHA COBINDA RAY: That the demand of 
Rs. V?, 03, 000 under the head ‘ 22tt. — (’ivil Secretariat (Peserved) — 
Finance, Commeice iind Maiine Departments’ lie reduced by 
Rs. 40,000.” 


Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: ” That the demand of 

Rs. !J,03,(KK) under the head ‘ 22fT. — Civil Se< re1ariat — Reserved — 
Finance, Commeice and Maiine DejairtmentN ’ he reduced hy Rs. 100 
to raise a diM U^sitm <>n the ne< esNity <d retrenchment in the provincial 
expenditure).” 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: ” That the demand of 

Rs. 2,93,000 under the bead ‘ 22(t. — Civil Seeretanat — Re'^eitved — 
Finam e, Commerce and Maiine I)ei»artment‘' ’ 1 m* redm ed hy Rs. 100 
(to criticise the rapidly growing practice of commuting pensions into 
lump capital payments).” 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: That the demand of 

Rs. 2,93,000 under the head ' 22G. — Civil Secretariat Reserved — 
Finance, Commerce and Marine Departments ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 tin order to criticise the administration of the Calcutta Port 
Trust with special reference to the financial position of the King 
George’s Dock and general loan position).** 

Babu PROMOTHA NATH BANNER4EE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 2,93,000 under the head ‘ 22G--~Civii SecrcAariut—Finance, 
Commerce and Marine Departments * be reduced by Re. 1 (to disc'uss 
about the policy of the Government for prohibiting salt manufacture 
by private persons for their own consumption).** 
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Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY, Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE, 
Mauivi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL, Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR.RAHMAN, 
Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE and Mauivi KHOR8HED ALAM CHOU- 
DHURY: “ That the demand of Rs. 15,000 under the head ‘ 22G. — 
Civil iSecretariat — Reserved — Hill allowance ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
Oo ciiticise the policy and principle of Government regarding the hill 
exodus of officers).” 

Mauivi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL, Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR- 
RAHMAN, Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY, Babu AMARENDRA NATH 
CHOSE, Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE and Mauivi KH0R8HED ALAM 
CHOUOHURYS ” That the demand of Rs. G.OOt) under the head 
* 22(t. — (’ivil Secretariat — Reserved — House rent and other allow- 
ances ’ })e reduced l)y Re. 1 (to criticise the policy of house allowance 
being given only to gazetted officers and not to the ministerial 
officers).” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: ” That the demand of 
Rs. (),(IO,d72 under the head ‘ 22G. — Civil Secretariat — Reseived — 
Ray and establishment ^ be redin^ed by Rs. 100 (to criticise the policy 
of Government regarding* the pay ot the lower division assistants of 
the llengal Secretariat and the differential treatment accorded to the 
Legislative Department in regard to the j)r(>s]>ect ot the ministerial 
officers of that department).” 

Mauivi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL, Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR- 
RAHMAN, Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE, Babu AMARENDRA NATH 
CHOSE, Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY and Mauivi KH0R8HED 
ALAM CHOUDHURY: “That the demand of Hs. 0,()0,d72 under 
the head ‘ 22(f. — Civil Secretariat — Reserved — Ray of establishment ’ 
be lediK'ed by Rs. 100 (to criticise the policy of Government regard- 
ing the i)ay and juospects of the louei divi^idn assistants and typists 
of the Rengal Secretariat).” 

Srijut RADHA GOBINDA RAY: “ That the demand of 

Rs. 8,dLtHK) under the head ‘ 22(i. — Civil Secietariat (Reserved) ’ be 
reduced by Rs. f)9,000.” 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: “ That the demand of 

Rs. 8,dl,000 under the head ‘ 22G. — Civil vSecretariat — Reserved * be 
redined by Rs. 100 (to criticise the message rate charged by the 
Bengal Telephone Corporation, Ltd.),” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ” That the demand of 

Rs. 8,81,000 under the head ‘ 22G. — General Administration — Civil 
Secretariat (Reserved) *' be reduced hy Rs. 100. (Rolioy of recruit- 
ment for the Secretariat and condition of service).” 
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SHim RADHA COBINDA RAY: That the demand of Rs. 64,(K10 
under tile head * 22H. — Civil Secretariat (Transferi'ed) — Education 
Department ' l)e reduced by RvS. 10, 

grijut RADHA COBINDA RAY: “ That the demand of Hs. 84,(H)0 
under the head ‘ 22H. — Civil Secretariat (Transferred) Loc’al Self- 
Government Department ' be reduced by Rs. 14,000.’' 

Mauivi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: ** That the demand of IN. 84,(i00 
under the head ‘ 22H. — Civil Secretariat — I.iocal Self-Government 
Depaj-tnient ’ W reduced by Its. 5 (as a protest against the method 
and action of the Government as legards the nominations to District 
Boards, L(HaI Boards and Union Boards).’* 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: That the deimiml of 
IN. 84, (MU) under the head ‘ 2211. Civil Secretariat — Local Self- 
(tovernmeiit Depaitinent ’ he reduced by Ks. 2 (for general discussion 
of policvi." 

Srijut RADHA COBINDA RAY: “ That the demand of ]{>. 58,000 
under the head ‘2211. — Civil Sncretarial (Tran^fenefL --.Vgricultiue 
and Industries Depaitinent ’ be leduced by IN. 8,000.” 

Babu NALINIRANJAN 8ARKER: ” That the demand of 
Ks. 58,000 under the head ‘2211, — Civil Secretariat — Agriculture nud 
Industries Department ' he reduced hy Ks. 100 (to raise a iliscussion 
on the desirability <»f the app(»intnient, function and finance of a 
Jute Boaid for the impr(»vement of the jute trade imhistrv),” 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: “ That the demand of 
IN. 58,000 under the head ‘ 2211. — Civil SecreOtriat^ — Agridilture and 
Industries Dejiartment ’ l>e reduced hy Ke. 1 (to pi»)lest against the 
half-hearted policy of the Department).” 

Mauivi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL, Dr. KUMUD SANKAR 
RAY, Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE, Mr. A. F. M, ABDUR- 
RAHMAN, Kari EMDADUL HOQUE and Mauivi KHORSHED ALAM 
CHOUDHURY: ‘‘That the demand (d IN. 1,88,182 under the head 
‘ *22H. — Civil Secretariat — Transferred — Pay of establishment ’ be 
reduced by Ks. 100 (to criticise the policy of Government regarding 
the pay and pros|)ects of the lower divisirm assistants and typists of 
the Bengitl Secretariat).” 

BMni MANMATHA NATH ROY: That the demand of 
Rfi. 2.58,000 under the head * 22H. — General Administratiem — Civil 
Secretariat — Transferred ’ l>e refused.” 
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Srijut RADHA COBINDA RAY: That the demand of 

Rs. 2,58,000 under the head ^ 22H. — Civil Secretariat (Transferred) ' 
be reduced by Ils. 32,000.” 

Balm AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: ‘ Tliat the demand of 

Rs. 2,58,000 under the head ‘ 22H. — CSvil Secretariat — Transfeired * be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to protest against the extravagancy).” 

Balm AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA and Srijiit BIJAY KUMAR 
CHATTERJEE: That the demand of Rs. 80.000 under the head 
* 221. — Board of Revenue ’ be refused.” 

Brijiit RADHA COBINDA RAY: “ That the demand of Rs. 80,000 
under the head ‘ 221. — Board of Revenue ’ he reduced by Rs. 20, (XK). 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: ‘‘ That the demand of 

Rs. 80,000 under the head ‘ 221. — Board of Revenue ’ be reduced by 
Re. 1.” 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA, Babu BUOY KRISHNA BOSE, 
Mr. P. C. BASU, Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE and Srijut 
RADHA COBINDA RAY: ” That the <lemand of Rs. 2.4S.0(X) under 
the head ‘ 22K. — Commissioners ’ he refused.” 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH CANCULY: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 2,48,000 umli'i' the head ‘ 22K. — tbuieral Administration — F^om- 
missioners ’ he reduced by Rs. 2,00,000.” 

Srijut RADHA COBINDA RAY: ‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 2.48,000 under the head ‘ 22K. — Commissioner'- ’ l)e reduced hv 
Rs. 80, mw).” 


Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: That the demand of Rs. 2.48,000 under 
the head * 22K, — Commissioners ’ be redui ed by Rs. 100 (to discuss the 
top-heavy feature of the administration and to press for the abolition 
of the (\»mmissioners’ posts').” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 2,48.000 under the head ‘ 22R. — Commis'sioners ’ ])e reduoe<l by 
Rs. 100 (to raise a question of policy as regards the necessity of having 
such sii}>erfluou8 officers as Commissioners),*’ 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: That the demand of 
Rs. 2,48,lX)0 under the head * 22K. — Comiiassioiiers ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100. (Policv of further contimiauce of Commissioners^” 
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Srijiit TARAKNATH MUKERJEA ami Mr. P. C. BA8U: “ That 
the demand of Bs. 2.48,000 under the head ‘ 22K.— General Admiuis- 
tration — Commissioners ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the question 
of the abolition of these posts).” 

Snjut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRAs “ That the deraand (rf 
2,48,000 under the head ‘ 22K. — ner** * W reduced i>v 
Ee. 1. (The posts are unnecessary).” 

Bibii dOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: ” That the 
<lemand of Rs. 31,26,000 under the head ‘ 22L. — Di'Jtrict Administra- 
tion — Pay of Officers ’ be reduced by Rs. 76,000.” 

MlMilvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ” That the demand <»£ Ks. 31.26,000 
under the head ' 22L. — General Administration — Di.strict Administra- 
tion — General Establishment — Pay of Officers ’ be leduced by Rs. 100 
Go draw attention to the paucity of Moslem officers in (diai’pe of sub- 
division).” 

Babu ROMES CHANDRA BACCHI: ”Thnt the demand for 
Es. 30.06.000 under the head * 22Ti. — (leneral .Vdministration — Deputy 
and Sub-Deputy Mao:i>trates ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (with a view to the 
abolition of Circle Tn-^jwtors of Union Boards).” 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: That the demand if 
Es. 2 . 0 O.OOO und(*r the head ‘ 22li. — (teneral Establishment^ — Servants * 
lie n*diice<l by Rs. KK) ( [ni;jre 102, Civil Estimate' (to discuss the 
jieusion and other Cfinditioiis oi service 1 ,” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ” That the demand of 
Es. 27,51,400 under the head * 22L. — General Administrutifm — District 
Administration — General Establishment — Pay of Establishment ’ l)e 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the .system in force for re- 
cruitinjf ministerial officers and disadvantaures of Moslem coniiiiunity).’’ 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: That the demand of 
Es. 3,05,000 under the head ‘ 22L. — General establishment — Diet and 
Travelling Allowance to witnesses * be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss 
how payment is avoided in the lower court and sometimes that it is 
insufficient).” 

BNbu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: ” That the demand of 
Es. 80,000 under the head ‘ 22L. — General establishment — Process- 
aerving charge * be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss how the employees of 
XTnion Boards are poorly paid as remuneration for the processes).” 
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Maufvi AtIMUODIN AHAMAOS That the demaEd of 

Rs. 3,19,000 under the head ‘ 22L. — General Establishment — Treasury 
EstabliKhraent ' be redured by Rs. 2 <to criticise the action of certain 
officers in the Tippera Treasury office).’^ 

Srijut RADHA GOBINDA RAY: That the demand of 
Rs. 74,17,000 under the head ‘ 22L. — District Administration ’ be 
reduced by Rs. 2,50,000.’^ 

BaBu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE; That the demand of 
Rs. 74, 17, (KM) under the head ‘ 22L. — District Administration ’ he 
1 ‘educed by Rs. 100 (to raise the ([uestion of the efficiency or otheiwise 
of district administration generally).” 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: ” That the demand of 
Rs, 74,17,000 under the head " 221^. — Distiict Administration ’ lie 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to call attention to, among othei'^, huge inciease 
in establishment charges).” 

Babu PROMOTHA NATH BANERJEE; That the demand 
of Rn, 74,17,000 umler th(‘ head ‘ 22 L. — (Tencral Administration — 
(General Establishment ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to diM Us> about tlie 
app(dntnient and duties of the ciicle oflicersi.” 

Srijut RADHA GOBINDA RAY: That the demand of 

Rs, 0,41,000 under the head ‘ 22M. — Subdivisional Establishment ’ be 
refused.” 

Srijut RADHA GOBINDA RAY: ” That the demand of 

Rs. 0,41, (KM) under the bead ‘ 22M. — Subdivisional Establishment ’ be 
reduced by Rs. 30,000.” 

Srijut RADHA GOBINDA RAY: That the demand of 

Rs. 1,30, (MM) under the bead ‘ 22. — Discretionary grant for heads of 
Provinces, et(‘.’ l>e refused.” 


Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 1,39,000 under the head * 220. — Discretionary grants for heads^ 
of Provinces, etc.’ be reduced by Rs. 6G,(K>0.” 

SHJut TARAKNATH MUKERilEA: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 1,39,(K)0 under the head * 220. — General Administration — Dis- 
cretionary grants for heads of Provinces, etc.’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to discuss as to how these sums are spent).” 
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Srijilt BI4AY KUMAR CHATTER4EE8 That the demand 
of Rs. 1,08,59,000 under the head ‘ 22 — General Administration ’ he 
reduced by Rs. 40,00,000.’’ 

Mauivi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: '' That the demand of 
Rs. 1,08,59,000 under the head ‘ 22 — General Administration (Re- 
served and Transferred)' he reduced by Rs. 9.50,000.” 

Babu NALINiRANJAN BARKER: That the demand nf 
Rs. 1,08,59,000 under the head ‘ 22. — General Administration ’ W 
i*educed by Rs. 8,59,(KMI.” 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: That the 
demand of Rs. l,08,59,(tOO under the head * 22. — General Administra- 
tu/n (Re'ierved and I’l an>tei red i’ he ied\i( e<l hy Rs. 100 (to draw at- 
tention to the ahnornial inrreast* in estahlishinent charges).” 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: “ That the demaml of Us. 1,08.59,000 
under the head ‘ 22. — Geneial Administration ’ he reduced hy Re. 1 
(to express disiipproval ot the poIi<y of the (tovernment in i^^norin^' 
the flainis ot the Moslems to ‘•ervires and enifiloyment under the 
Government 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: ” That the demand 
(*t Rs. I,tt8,59,000 under the head * 22. — Genera] Administra- 
tion ’ he leduced hy Re. 1 (on the ^^round of this ('(min il’s want of 
rontideuce in the Departments <oru*erned).” 

Maifivi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: That the demand of 
Rs. 1,08, 59, (KK) under tlie head ‘ 22. — General Administration ’ he 
reduced hy Re. 1 (to express disapproval of the jioliey of the Govern- 
ment for its scanty recognition of the claims of rural and agricultural 
interests u.s coinpared with the urban and industrial interests in making 
provision in the budget for their respective welfare).” 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 1,08. 59, (HH) under the hea<l ‘ 22. — General Administration (Re- 
served and Transferred)* la* reduced hy Re. 1 (to criticise the general 
fKilicy).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 1,08,59,000, as amended hy the 
Council, he granted for expenditure under the head ” 22. — General 
Administration ” wa» then put and agreed to. 

(At 4-25 p.m. the ('ouncil was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at 4-40 p.m.) 
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Demands for Grants. 

24.— Administration of Justice. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, on the recommendation of 
HivS Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 86,31,000 
l>e granted for expenditure under the head 24. — Administration of 
Justice.^' 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE; That the demand of 
lie. 80,500 under the head ‘ 24A. — Appellate Side — Registrar ’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise the question of the establishment main- 
tained on the Ajjpellate Side).” 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: That the demand of 
Rs. 1,68,600 under the head ‘24A. — Hiffli Court’ be reduced by 
Rs. 26,000.” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: That the demand of 

Rs. 1,68,600 under the head ‘24A. — Administration of Justice — High 
Court ’ he reduc ed by TN. 100. (Effect of Bar Councilv Act).” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That the demand of 
Rs. 20,000 under tlie liead ‘2411. — Raw Othtei^ — Fee< to pleaders other 
than G(»vernnieiit servants* be reduced h\ IN. 10() (to discus> the juiu- 
<'ij>le upon which such tees are paid).” 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: ‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 5,41,000 under the head ‘ 24B. — T^aw Officers’ he reduced bv 
Rs. 66,000.” 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: “That the demand of Rs. 5,41,000 
under the head * 24B. — Law Dfticers ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (on the 
ground that the expenditure (an l)e much curtailed by studied super- 
vision and greater economy).” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY; “That the demand of 

Rs. 5,41,000 under the head ‘ 24H. — Administration of Justice — Law 
Officers ’ l)e redu('ed hv Rs. 100. (Policy of appointment of Law 
Officers).” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: “That the demand of 

Rs. l,22,0(X) under the head *24C. — Administration of Justice — 
Administrator-General aiid Official Trustee ’ be reduced by Rs. 100. 
^Policy of appointment of Administrator-General and Official Trustee).” 
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Balm KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: <*That the demand of 
Rs. 2.24,000 under the head * 24E. — Presidency Magistrates’ Couits' 
be reduced by Rs. 53,000.” 

Srijyt BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: *^That the demand of 
R^. 2,24,000 under the head ‘24E. — Presidency Magistrates’ Courts’ 
be reduced by Re. 1.” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. I l>eg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 25,30,000 under the head “ 24F. — Civil and Session Courts— 
Pay of officers ” lie reduced by Rs. 100 (to call attention to incon- 
veniences of Muslim litigants, pleaders, and officers, in saying their 
prayers during court hours). 

Sir, my object is to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Meml>er in 
charge of the Judicial Department, and, through him, of the Gov- 
ernment as a wh(de, t() the sufferings of the Muslim litigating public 
as well as of Muslim officers and lawyers in respect of their daily 
prayers during court hours for want of suitable places of resort for the 
purpose. It is a pity that the Goveimment do not yet apprei iate the 
urgency of this <juestion. It is still a greater ]dty that even a section 
of our close neighlK>urs feign not to realise the importance of this 
que'-.tion and is ever ready to throw du'^t in the eyes of the G(*\ ernnient, 
so a" to defeat our just claims. The other day, when this (piestion was 
raised in connexion with a juoposal for a t(»ken cut in the demand for 
grant for Land Revenue, my hon’ble friend, Babu Jitendralal Banner- 
jee, came u]» with a vehement opposition to my proposal, on the ground 
that if the Muslim demand for permission to erect moscjiies in the vi<'i- 
nity of ccuirt houses was accede<l to. Government would l)e embarrassed 
with similar demands for the constructiim of Kahhan.^, irnnuhrnniXy 
and other temi)les, for each of the innumerable religious denominat i»ms 
that are to he found in this country. I hope my friend did not speak 
on behalf of the rongres.s I’arty to which he l>elongs. I al>w» ho]>e that 
he did not give the Muslim memlH*rs of this House an earnest of the 
kind of Swaraj which he and his party are trying to establish in this 
land. We can easily imagine Imw we shall fare under a system of 
government in which the school of jiolitical thought represented by 
Mr. Bannerjet* may predominate. We shall not f»nly have no mosciueH 
in the vicinity of <ourt houses or other public places, but the unjust 
privileges — I mean, unjust according to Mr. Bannerjee — ulremly 
granted by the present Government to the Muhammadans, such as the 
closing of courts for an hour and a half on Fridays, the provision made 
in this Council House for the saying of prayers }yy Muslims, and the 
aimilar provisions made in the Assembly and elsewhere, will all 1>6 
swept away in the name of justice and nationalism. 
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Sir, we ran veiT well appreciate the anxiety of Government not to 
be involved into trouble in a country rent asunder by communal 
jealou‘iie.s and birkerinj^s of the worst soi*t, but it is really difficult to 
^fuess the ron^i derations which have induced Mr. Bannerjee to stand 
against our very modest demand and to conjure up imag^inary diffi- 
culties, viz., that Sikhs, Saivas, .Jains, and, in fact, the worshippers 
of the 9 crores and *30 lakhs of Indian gods and goddesses, will all come 
up with demands for the construction of their denominational temples. 
Whatever other considerations might have swayed Mr. Bannerjee, 
when he conjured up this imaginary' bogey, we are sure it was not 
communal ism, which has no power to pollute the souls of a sertion of 
our cr)untrvmen 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may well leave out \\hat another member 
had said, on another day, in connection with another motion. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, these are some of the argu- 
ments winch weie advanced 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When \ou sent in notice ot this motion, you 
gave certain reasons for bringing it forward. You wanted to call atten- 
tion to certain inconveniemes which are felt by the litigants of your 
community. I had no idea that you woulrl make use (d it to launch 
an attack cm a meml>er for having said certain things in regard to a 
previems medion of yours. 

•l-'Jfr p.m. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: May 1 ^peak on a point ot order, 
Sirl^ 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Is that point <d order with reference to my 
ruling P 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not know whether it is in refer- 
ence to your ruling, but may I c ite my jroint of order and then you may 
rule it out if you think proper. My jHiint is this — may [ not attack 
the view that may Ik* urged agraiust my jeoint of view? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When a motion has already Wn disposed of by 
this House, it is not at all desirable that I should allow a member to 
raise a controversy over what another member had said with regard to 
it, while speaking on a different motion; there will then be no end of 
attacks and counter-attacks in regard to matters which are no longer 
before the House. 
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MaMM TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: All Sir. It seems to me that 
the Gov«niment is being’ misled by imaginary apprehensions like what 
have been given promise of by certain meml>ers of this House on pUht 
occasions. Besides the Mus.salmans, I think there is no religious com- 
munity in this country which is required to perform and which in 
practice does perform prayers five timevS a day. There is no other sei ticn 
of the litigating and court-going public which hav> to say its prayers at 
least twice during office hours. Mussalmans alone are daily worried lor 
suitable jdaces of resort for saying their jirayeis wln'le attending e’ourts 
or offices in the mufassal. At one time they seek slndter lumi the )>urn- 
ing sun under a casual banian tree, but when there is rain they aie 
driven elsewhere, and thus from jiillar to post ami from po^t to i»illtiv 
is their daily lot. My request to the (tovernment is to giee soim- leliet 
to these men uho may mit count to-day Wcause they lue voicedos hut 
who are the real producers of the country's wealth aiul who by tlie sweat 
i>t theii broA\s supply the sinews that give stiength 1*» tlie longui' that 
vilifies tliem and ojqKJses every attempt for the amelioratiim id their 
lot. 

I do not know why in a matter like this the (to\ei'nment siuoild be 
wedded to a ]»olicy which cannot be revised, Kacl] case should 1m* 
treated according to its own merits. If there is any (iovernmeiit land 
in the vicinity id the court houses and idHccs which may not 1 m* 
leijuircd for any court building^s that may 1m* given if prayed lor. If 
there is no suitalile ]dots to he given some sindi provision, as is made for 
the Muhammadan employees cd' the Bengal Secretariat, ma\ he made 
liV setting a])Uit ceitain looms for juayer. We are not particular alniut 
mosijues. We onl\ want some ju-otection from the sun and the rain. 
This again is leijiiired onl\ in a few distiirts where there are no juivate 
lamb and no mos(|ues near the conrl houses. I'his is a matter in 
which T hope the attitude id tlie (io\i*nimcnt should he sym]»af hetic. 

The followi ng motion was c alled hut ned moM‘d : 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI BahadufS 

That the demand of R.s. 2o,dO,(IOt) under the lieud ‘ 24 F. — Civil and 
Session’s ('ourt — I’ay of officers ’ he reduced hy ]{e. 1 (to discu‘'S the 
defects in recruitments and make sug-gestions). ” 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: I heg to move 
that the demand of Its. 2,d0,0f)0 under the head “ 24F. — f’i\il and 
Sessions Courts — T’ay of officers — District and Sessions Judges ” Ik* 
reduced by Its. 100 (to draw attention to the jcractice still going on of 
junior civilian judges ajipointed as District and Sessions Judges. 

Sir, in placing this motion before the House I revert to a very old 
complaint. The complaint was made on several occasions before on the 
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flrjoi of this House. The practice to appoint junior members of the 
Civil Service as District and Sessions Judges is a practice that has been 
gfjing (»n for a long time and it is due to this that anomalies exist by 
virtue of the continuance of this practice. Sir, I would not be very 
l(»ng on this motion, but I would only draw the attention of the Hon'ble 
Member-in-charge as well as of the members of this House to the fact 
as to whether litigants who come to the courts of justice can exi)ect to 
have justice in the hands of persons who have had no training in law 
and no exj>erienee in judicial matters, more specially civil matters. 
We find, and as a matter of fact and those who have any experience 
of mufassal courts will agiee with me when I say this, that we have 
to appear before gentlemen who have had no training in law or for the 
matter of that in any judiidal matters and a good deal of difficulty has 
got to be experienced in explaining l ases before these Civilian judges. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you going to make one s})eech on the three 
motions til at stand against your name? 


Babu JOCENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: 1 am not moving 
the other two but 1 shall incidentally touch upon them in my sju'pc h. 

Having regard, therefore, to this ])oint, if the Hon’hle Memher-in- 
cliarge realises tin* iinjrortance of the fact that the ])eople who come to 
the law courts must themselves feel that they are getting justice - the 
question that I want to ])ut is as to why this practice should go on — 
the practice of apjxdnting junior ineinl>ers of the Civil Service Dis- 
trict and Sessions Judgrvs. Jn this c(mnpction I remember one gentle- 
man, a Civilian judge, making a lefei'ence to this effect, and he said — 
Well, India is a wonderful country: I have Wn here for seven or 
eight years and during these seven or eight years, 1 have been a Suh- 
divisionnl Magistrate, T have been a Settlement Officer, I have been an 
Assistant Magistrate, T have Wn an officiating District Magistrate and 
I now find myself elevated to the position of a District and Sessions 
Judge — and tis my friend says in a few years’ time he would he 
elevated to the Judgeshij) of the High Court. This is a thing which 
can hapi)eti only in India. One who has got to appear before these 
gentlemen naturally feel the difficulty of explaining cases to them. 
What I want to suggest in this connection is this that if the Govern- 
ment wants to continue this practice of appointing junior members of 
the Civil Service as District and Sessions Judges they must arrange 
for some sort of preliniinaiw training for these judgevS. They should 
he first trained to try original suits; and perhaps the powers of a mun- 
sif should l>e given to them for some years and they should then he 
given to tr\' rases of higher values and then they should be apjiointed 
District and Sessions Judges at least after 15 years of their service. 
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Sir, this is a system which was introduced at one time, but it has 
ultimately been given up; why it has been given up, I do not know. 

There is another difficulty. These judges do not know the language 
of the country. They cannot make out anything <nit of the documents 
that are placed before them and having had no experience of the pro- 
cedure of the civil law they find themselves in extreme difficulty in 
deciding cases. I remember that when an appeal case was being argued 
before a District Judge, he asked, before the arguments were finished, 
as to why these appeals were made before him and not direct ti» the 
High Court: he did not know that no appeal lies before the High 
Court for cases l>elow Its. 5,000. This particular Judge felt extreme 
difficulty in deciding the case whicli relate<l to the shares of a deceased 
Muhammadan. I can multiply instances to show that as a matter of 
fact litigants who come bt'fore these judges do not go away with the 
conviction that they have l)een able to j)lace their case before the judge 
who is going to decide their fate. I think it will be (*i)vious to all 
members of this House that if in the domain of the adiuiTkistration of 
justice w(‘ do not want that injustice should be done to the ]>e(tple, then 
this system ought to be immediately changed and some method should 
be ado])ted of not placing these junior Civil Service men in charge of 
districts. 

Sir, I may mention in this connection that memlMM> of the Tro- 
vincial Judicial Service are now l>eing given appointments as District 
and Sessions Judges; but these gentlemen who are given tliese aj point- 
ments — it is a matter of common knowledge — are appointed to these 
])Osts at a time of their life when they are practically going to retire 
and only l>efore two or three years of their retirement. There is 
absolutely no reas<»n why they should not be appointed earlier. These 
gentlemen who have passed their whole life in the administration of 
justice — what is their jmsition when a junior Civilian is placed over 
them, who has no experienee or training but who htis the jxjwer of 
overruling the derisions of old and experienced judges. This is also a 
very old grievance, and I would not have reverted to this matter unless 
I felt that it was a matter which could not be passed over in the inter- 
ests of the administration of justice and this is a matter which should be 
immediately remedied. 

Then, Sir, I may be permitted to refer to some incidents in my own 
district in connection with motions 409 and 410. 1 do not want to 

elaborate them hut I want to say that the judicial administration 
ought to look to these inconveniences. It is the practice of placing one 
District Jadge in charge of three districts, a i>rartice which can by no 
means be supposed to be for the good administration of justice. I will 
not elaborate this point at length, but I would only draw your attention 
to a few sentences from the report of Mr. Justice Gbose in connection 
with his inspection of the district of Dinajpur 
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The inspection report says: — “The Govemment Pleader told me 
that in some sessions cases he felt that he had not been able to impress 
the jury by his address within the time allotted. The Judge, how- 
ever, told me that if he dws not finish a case within the time allotted, 
other cases would have to be postponed as he has to leave that district 
on a fixed date, and the under-trial juisoners would have to remain 
in jail for a further term. AVith reg-ard to criminal appeals also the 
Judge fixes a period of hearing of each ca'^e. This may not be always 
disad^antageous to experiem^ed })leuders, but the juniors feel that they 
had iH) oj)portunity of properly arguing their ca^es. The i>leaders, 
however, do not complain against the Judge who is popular with the 
Bar and whom they see to be working haul. They, however, complain 
against the system of having one Judge for three districts which leads 
to this result.” 

This is another matter to which T beg to draw the attention ot 
the Hon’ble Member-in-charge. As a matter of fact attention has 
been drawn to this mutter some tijne ago, but up till now this thing 
has not been remedied, and we aie feeling the inconvenience of having 
one Judge foj three districts, and I hojje this is a matter which will 
be remedied shortly. 

I’he following motions were called but not move<l : — 

Bibu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: That the 
demand of Ils. 2.-{ti,0tMI undei the head ‘ ‘J4F — (’ivil and Sessions 
(^)urts — Pay (d otbcers — Distiict and Se>>'^ioiu Judges * be lediiced by 
Its. 100 (to draw attention to one Judge in chaige of tluee districts — 
Dinajpur, Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling).” 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI; That the 
demand of Ps. !;t,‘H>,000 undei- the head ‘ 24F. — Civil and Sessions 
Courts— Pay of officers — District and Sessions Judges ’ W reduced by 
Its. 100 (to di’iiw' attention t(» want of ai-commodation of Sub-Judge’e 
Court at Jalpuiguii and Additional Court^ at Dinaj[)ur).” 

Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sii . I beg to suppoi t the motion 
of Mr. Chakravarti. In our younger days we heard of a District and 
Sessions Judge of Patna, which was then under the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, wJio said to his Peshkar when a civil suit was 
placed Itefore him: “ Issue notice to the defendant giving an adjourn- 
ment to file his written statement.” That is the type of sfline of the 
judges who are called upon to preside over the civil administration of 
a district. The fault is not certainly theirs. Of couivse, when they 
pass the Indian Civil Service examination, they are certainly required 
to undergo a course of lectures in the Civil Procedure Code and the 
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Indian Evidence Act. When they are posted after their arrival here, 
they ai-e not entrusted with any civil judicial work but are friven other 
adminiatrative work. They are first given criminal work, revenue 
work, ^d during the first four or five years of their service, they 
have absolutely no oppoitunity of learning civil work. When they 
are engaged in revenue or criminal work, they have no doubt an 
opportunity of weighing evidence and coming to conclusions under 
the Indian Evidence Act. So when (hey are made District and 
*Sessious Judges and are called upon to administer c ivil justice accord- 
ing to the law of the country, and to sit in appeal over the decisions 
of experienced munsifs and subordinate judges in suits valued between 
Its. 1,000 and Rs. 5,(K)0, they find themselves at sea. The fault is 
not certainly theirs, because they are siiiijdy called upon to do the 
work by the higher authorities, f<»r which they have absolutely no 
training, no a])titude and no regard. Civilian judges sit in appeal 
and siij)ervise the work of experienced subordinate judges of 20 or 2ri 
years standing. What a galling experienc^e indeed to these exj>erienced 
officei?^ — officers younger than their sons are plac-ed over their heads, 
simply to maintain the British (*hara<*ter of the administration. 
Because they are Indian Civil Servants, they have crossed the 
Kalapani, they are therefore competent to do every sort of work. 
We knew in our younger days that before an I.C.S. was called upon 
to do the work of a District Judge, he had to undergo some training 
as District Magistrate, which had some sol)ering influence upon his 
temperament and his character, and his judgments were expected to 
l)e sohei*. Instanc'es are now-a-days frec|Uent in whic*h (’ivilians of 
five 01 six years’ standing are made District Judges. This is a thing 
which ought to In* avoided. I have a motion- -No. 42J— in which I 
propo.se that all District and Sessions Judges shoubl l>e Indians. In 
connection with the motion now before the House, I l)eg to submit 
before the members of this House that if the practi(‘e of appointing 
junior Civilians as judges could not be avoided, the only other pf>ssibiirty 
before any fundamental change is made in the Government of this 
■country, is that all the District and Sessions Judges should be Indians, 
recruitment being from the Bar and from the Subordinate Judicial 
f>ervice. 

Ths Hon’blo Mr. A, Nt MOBERLYS I ri.se on a fK)int of oi’der, 
f^ir. Will the member W allowed to move his motion No. 423 after 
lie has spoken on it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Sen, on which motion are you speakingP 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I am speaking on motion 
No. 408. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Better do that. 


23 
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Sfijut MACEHORA NATH SENS The question that all District 
Judges should be Indians. Another ground which I beg to submit 
is that there should be more recruitment from the Bar and from the 
Frovinrial Civil Service. Government have tried the experiment of 
appointing members of the Bar direct as District and Sessions Judges^ 
and the experiment has not failed, and if that experiment has not 
failed and as there is a general sense of dissatisfaction against the 
jKjlicy of appointing junior Civilians as District Judges 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please stick to motion No. 408. 

Srijut NAGENORA NATH SEN: The Bar is in this country a 
strong one, and as regards its efficiency, there can be no two opinions 
about it. If the Bar is a trained one, and if its members are made 
District Judges, there seems no reason why junior Civilians should 
be pitchforked when better men are available. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Sir, the Hon^ble Mr. Man 
is a man who is particular about phrases and figures. I beg to call 
his attention to the heading of this grant; page 55: “ Administration 
of Justice.” This ought to be altere<l to “ Administration of Law.’^ 
Law is administered daily in the courts, but it is not so with Justice. 
It is therefore a misnomer to use the expression ” Administiation of 
Justice.” Therefore, I would ask the HoiPble Member to keep this 
in mind and have it rectified next year. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Bsbu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: “That the demand of 
Rs. 1,79,150 under the head ‘ 24F. — Civil and Sessions Court — 
Servants ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the pension and other 
conditions of the service).” 

The HofPble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, will these motions be 
voted upon separately!^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The first motion is No. 40fi, 

I understand that the question of providing mosques in the vicinity 
of courts was raised the other day and dealt with by my friend 
yir Provash Mitter. It is therefore not necessai’y for me to say very 
much. 

The policy of GoverDment is as follows: Whilst they have much 
sympathy with Muhammadans, they feel that cutohery compounds 
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and cutcliery buildings are the proi)erty of the public generally and 
that no parts of these compounds can be consecrated to the use of any 
particular section of the public to the exclusion of others. It is not 
only one community which suffers by this policy but all communities. 
Only within the last two months I have had to refuse an applir ation 
of the Hindu community to hold a certain ceremony in a certain civil 
(?ourt compound. The position of Government is that once they allow 
facilities of this sort to one community, they must allow them to all; 
and as has been indicated, this would be liable to cause a good deal 
of trouble. Government are (juite sympathetic with all communities 
in carrying out the ceremonies enjoined by their religion; but they 
do not think that cutchery comp>ounds or cutchery buildings are the 
proper pla<*es for such (*eremonies. 

As regards land in the neigh l>ourhoo<l of cutchery compounds which 
are not part of the compound, I take it that it will be treated like 
any other khas mahnl laud. That is not a matter within my province, 
but a matter for the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter. 

I now come, Sir, to the question of junior officers of the Indian 
Civil Service trying civil cases. This system, as has been admitted, 
has the sanction of anti(|uity. 1 admit that when officers of the Indian 
Civil Service are first a}q)ointed to try civil suits, they are not experi- 
enced in (ivil law. They have, however, had a training in other 
directions as subdivisioual officers, as settlement officers, and in some 
cases as district magistrates, which enables them to weigh evidence. 
As has been pointed out by Mr. Cnmj)l)ell Forrester, the chief object 
of a court is to administer justice; law is essential but justice is more 
essential still; and I think with the strong Bars which we find in 
Bengal, an iuexjiei ienced officer will be kept very straight ns regards 
law. What he chiefly requires is to arrive at an impartial finding on 
the facts. I expected, as this motion has been brought up many Hines 
before, that this time at least the mover would have adduced 
statistics, to show that the judgments of Civilian judges are reversed 
in a very large proportion of cases and that the other judges can 
make their decisions watertight. But no such statistics have lieen 
brought before us. 

Then, Sir, it has been suggested that their places should be filled 
by recruitment from the Bar and from the Bengal Civil Service. 
Well, Sir, the members of the Bar are undoubtedly very strong in 
their law, but they have no training as regards the weighing of 
evidence. 

5-15 p.m. 

Of course there is no doubt that they weigh evidence from one 
point of view, but that is from the point of view of a party to a case 
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and not from the point of view of a judge, and I maintain Uiat it is a 
very different matter — to weigh evidence as a partisan from weighing 
evidence as a judge, I do not suggest that recruitment from the Bar 
has not been a success. I am merely developing the point that nobody 
makes a first class judge all at once. Then the example of the Bengal 
Judicial Service was cited. In the debate which took place two years 
ago, one of the members who was speaking on a motion of this kind, 
pointed out, or rather admitted, that the officers of the Bengal Civil 
Service (Judicial) had had no training whatever in trying criminal 
cases. At any rate a junior Indian Civilian judge has had that. 

The next point was that a Civilian becomes a pucca District and 
Sessions Judge within five years of the beginning of his service. 
That, Sir, is an entire misstatement of fact. No officer can be con- 
firmed as a District Magistrate or a District Judge until he has put in 
12 years^ service. 

Then, Sir, I was amazed to hear a statement from one member 
that training as a District Magistrate was an excellent training for a 
District Judge. I agree that it is an extremely good thing that 
officers who have to sit on the judicial bench should have had a certain 
amount of executive training, but I never expected that argument 
from that side. (Right.) 

Then, Sir, the language difficulty is l)eing solved. The junior 
(Uvilian from Europe has, of course, to pass language examinations, 
and I think os subdivisional officer and settlement officer he picks up a 
good deal of Bengali. But if members will examine the Civil List, 
they will find that an increasing numl)er of officers, who are being ap- 
pointed to the Indian Civil Service and to the judicial branch thereof, 
are Indians and Bengalis. At the present moment we have 19 officers 
of the Bengal Judicial Civil Service acting as Additional District and 
Sessions Judges. The number of junior European officers of the Indian 
Civil Service, acting as District and Sessions Judges, is at the present 

moment very small indeed, and is on the decrease. I do not think 

there is any ground for moving the Secretary of State to alter the 
present arrangementa. 

One case' has been mentioned of a Judge who fixed a time-table, 
saying that cortain cases must not take more than 10 minutes and 

certain other cases a quarter of an hour. I notice that the learned 

Judge who went on inspection to the district did not consider it to be 
altogether a bad thing. Such a rule is, of coui*8e, not sanctioned by 
Government, but I gather from the inspection note which was quoted 
at length that the learned Judge who made the inspection considered 
that if a time-table had. l>een laid down and a certain amount of lati- 
tude had been given, as you, Sir, sometimes give us an extra two 
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minutes «t the end of our speech, it would have met the case. I am 
sure that the District Judge would hare given such latitude if he had 
been asked to do so. 

Then, Sir, there remain motions Nos. 409 and 410. 


Mr. PRESIDE NTs I may say that these motions were not moved. 

Thil H6n*bl0 Mr. A. N. MOBERLY. A reference was made to 
them. I quite admit that the people of every district would like to 
have a complete staff of District Judge, SulKjudge and Munsifs, but, 
Sir, there is not enough work in some districts for a complete staf , 
and in others there is more work than the existing staff can manage. 
We have constant calls on us for more judges and sub-judges and we 
supply them where we cannot help it and we reject the request in 
other cases. We have had to provide more than two lakhs for this 
extra staff, and we must try to keep our expenditure within this amount 
as far as possible. 

As regards the question of buildings, the position is the same not 
only in regard to judicial buildings but in regard to buildings required 
by other departments. I admit, Sir, that in the mufassal in many 
cases these buildings are a disgrac'e, but, Sir, we have verj^ limited 
means and all expenditure on the reserved side is most jealously and 
suspiciously scrutinised. All that we can do is to put in one or two 
of the most urgent schemes for each department. We have in the 
Judicial Department a proposal for the court of a sub-judge at Jalpai- 
guri. We have not one for Dinajpur yet. The Jalpaiguri scheme 
has been placed I4tb in the list in order of urgency j and we have only 
one scheme in this year’s budget. I am afraid the others will have to 
wait — not that I do not sympathise with them, but they are Imyond 
the i-each of practical politics. 

I oppose these motions. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was then put and a divi- 
sion called for. 

Mf. P. C. BA8U. Sir, would it not be better to take the division 
by a show of hands. This will save the time of the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! I have not found that convenient in the past, 
but in the present case there is some justification in taking the division 
by a show of bands. 

(As more than seven members raised their bands the Hon’ble the 
President asked the House to divide.) 
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The result of the division is as follows: — 

AYES. 


Ahamftd, Mauivi Atimuddin. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kaidniddiii. 

Ahmad, Khan sahadiir Maulvi Emaduddin. 
Faroqui, Khan Sahadur K. 0. M. 
Ohuinavi, AlhadJ Sir Abdalkarim. 
Habibullah, Nawab Khwala. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aziiul. 


Haaaln, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadiir. 
Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muatnm AH. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Sattar, Khan Bahadur Abduz. 

SatUr, Mr. Abdaol Razak Hajae Abdool. 


NOES. 


Blair, Mr. J. R. 

CaaMlIt, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, thf Hon*bl« Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 
Clark, Mr. i. A. 

Oath, Mr. A. J. 

Drummond, Mr. J. S. 

OhoM, Mr. M. C. 

Boonka, Rai Bahadur Badridat. 

Quha, Mr. P. N. 

Ourntr, Mr. C. W. 

HOBS, Mr. 0. F. 

Jtnkint, Dr. W. A 
Maguirt, Mr. l , T. 

Marr, tht Hon'blv Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. S. 

NfCluikit, Mr. B. T. 

Mitttr, tht Hon'bit Sir Provath Chundtr. 


Moborly, tht Hon'bit Mr. A. N. 

Muktrji, Mr. S. C. 

Nundy, MaharaJ Kumar Srit Chandra. 
Ordith, Mr. 4. E. 

Philip, Mr. 4, Y. 

PrtntiM, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Ray, Babu Surtndra Nath. 

ROM, Mr. B. F. 

Sarbadhikari, Or. Sir Dtva Protad. 
Sarktr, Rai Sahib Rtbati Mohan. 

Son, Mr. Satith Chandra. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupondra 
Naraypn, of Nathipur. 

Tato, Major Bonoral Bodfrty. 

Thomat, Mr. H. w. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 

Wordiworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes heint^ 13 and the Noes 33 the motion was lost. 

The motion of Ilabu Jog:iudra Chandra Chakiavarti was then put 
and lost. 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs I hej? to move that the demand of 
lls. 1,28,000 under the head “ 24F. — Civil and Sessions (’ourts — Allow- 
ance to jurors and assessors be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention 
to the system of recruitment of jurors and the inadequacy of the 
number of Moslem jurors'). 

My object in moving this motion is to draw the attention of Gov- 
ernment to the system of recruitment of jurors and assessors. These 
are men who are selected to perform a very important and sacred pub- 
lic duty and therefore it will be admitted on all hands that every care 
should be taken to select the proper kind of men. The system of 
trial by jury has l>een widely introduced into this country since only 
a few years ago and on the whole it must be said that it has been 
working satisfactorily, but I think that on account of the fact that 
proper care and caution is not taken in recruiting jurors and assessors, 
sometimes the result is unsatisfactory and failure of justice may have 
occurred now and again. I do not like to dilate on this point because 
it is admitted on all hands that we should have the best kind of people 
on the list of jurors. I shall only make some suggestions by which I 
think the system of recruitment can be improved to a certain extent. 
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6 S 06 there are union boards throu^^hout the province and in 
each union board there are six elected and three nominated members 
of whom one is a chairman and one a vice-chairman. If the chairmen 
and vice-chairmen of these union boai'ds are selected as juroi*8 and also 
some of the members of these boards. I think that the full number 
required in a district can be had out of these men. I do not suggest 
that it should be made a hard and fast rule because there may be 
undesirable persons in a union board who may not be appoint^ a 
juror. But if such a procedure is adopted I think we shall have on 
the whole a better class of people than are to be found at present on 
the list of jurors. Government nominate thi*ee members on each 
union lK)ard. I do not think that the care and caution that is taken 
in nominating memlwrs of union l)oards is taken in selecting jurors. 
If the same attention was bestowed in the selection of jurors it would 
Iv far better for the country. That is my first point. 

My second point is — I am sorr^^ to have recourse to a communal 
strain now and again, I have to do it, because I am in the unfortunate 
position of being compelled to do so. Here again I say that so far 
as the lists of jurors are concerned in the various districts the number 
of Muhammadans on them is very small. It will In* said perhaps that 
it is nothing but ultrn-communalism to demand a proportionate share 
of Moslems on the lists of jurors but I think otherwise. The principle 
underlying the system of trial by jury is this: that the trial should 
be by the equals of the accused persons. If that principle is accepted 
I think the Muhammadans should have an adequate representation 
on the lists of jurors in the various districts. I do not suggest that a 
Hindu is not equal of a Muhammadan and that he cannot under any 
oircumstantes try a Muhammadan accused, but if we are to look at the 
question from a broad point of view I think there is no reason why 
there sh(mld not be an ade<iuate numl)er of Muhammadans. 

It cannot be said that a number of good and competent Muham- 
madans is not available. Muhammadans may not Ik* available for 
high appointments in which technical qualifications, scientific know- 
ledge or expert training may he required, but this is a field where what 
is wanted is a degree of commonsense and honesty. Therefore I think 
a large number of Muhammadan jurors is surely available, and I do 
not know why proper care should not l>e taken to see that there is an 
adequate representation of Muslims on the lists of jurors. 

If we look at the lists of jurors of the various districts of this pro- 
vince we find that in the district of Faridpur, there are 608 non- 
Moslem jurors whereas there are only 296 Moslem jurors; in the 
district of Dacca again there are 661 non-Moslem jurors and 369 
Moslem jurors; in the district of Khulna 865 non-Moslem jurors and 
173 Moslems; in Jessore 1,329 non-Moslem and 366 Moslem jurors; in 
Nadia 552 non-Moslem and 134 Moslem jurors; in the 24-Parganaa 
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1,687 non-Moslem and 209 Moslem jurors; in the Tippera district 
925 non-Moslem and 828 Moslem jurors. 1 quote the figures for only 
some of the districts. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYS Has the member got the figures 
showing the community of the accused? 

MmiIvI TAMIZUDDIN KHANs An enquiry has been made regard- 
ing figures of accused. I have not got those figures but if 1 had col- 
lected them I am sure that so far as these are concerned the Muham- 
madans would form a very overwhelming majority. (Laughter.) 
They are glad over this, but I am really sorry that matters stand thus. 
But that only proves my point. As the accused persons in this province 
are mostly Muhammadans there is no reason why there should not be an 
adequate number of their equals in all respects to try them. (Cries of 
“ Communalist.*’) I am sorry I cannot but be a communalist in view 
of the fact that the country is full of communalism, that there is rank 
communalism even in quarters where it is the least professed. There- 
fore I cannot but take pains to press the Muhammadan point of view 
whenever I think it my duty to do so, and to see that Muhammadana 
do get justice in evei^y walk of life in this province. 

Bftbu PRABHU DAYAL HIMATSINCKA: May I enquire if 
jurors are paid? 

Thu HofPbIC Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I entirely agree with the 
mover of the motion that the selection of jurymen is a matter of the 
most vital importance, and the importance of the matter has always 
been recognised by Government. As far back as 18G5 Government 
laid down that the duty of selecting jurors should not be delegated to 
any incompetent or irresponsible subordinate and that every endeavour 
should be made to bring into the lists only respectable and intelligent 
men of all (-lasses. It w’as added that it was the duty of those res- 
ponsible for the preparation of the lists to represent and practically to 
treat the duty of a juror as one of great responsibility and trust and 
to make the jurors feel that their co-operation in the administration 
of justice is sought for as a means of conferring a lienefit on their 
countrymen and not merely to assist the judges in their labours. 
These remarks were reiterated in 1892 and again in 1920 when the 
jury system was widely extended in Bengal, and in the latter year it 
was ordered that a deputy collector should be placed in charge of the 
compilotion of the list and that the help of touring oflScers, sub-divi- 
sional magistrates and circle officers should be utilised in its prepara- 
tion. The objeid of the preparation of the jury list is to get the best 
men possible from all oommunities. Government are fully alive to 
the necessity of this. It is possible that in some cases juries may have 
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been pwrewe. Bengal is net the only place where this happens; it 
has been known to happen in England before now. As far as 1 know 
however the general standard of jurors in Bengal is entirely satis- 
factory. I do not think that it would be much use for Government 
to depart f/om the principles which have been laid down, namely, that 
efforts should be made to get the best men possible in order to intro- 
duce other principles with a view to securing the proportionate 
representation of different communities. To-day we are asked by 
the Muhammadans to give them a certain proportion and another day 
the depressed classes may make a similar request and so it will go on. 
I think the Council would be well advised to leave the matter where 
it is. I beg to oppose the motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamisuddin Khan was then put and lost. 
5-45 p.m. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

M«yl¥i TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That the demand of 
Rs. 4,15,000 under the head * 24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts — Remu- 
neration to Copyists * be reduced by Rs. 100. (Improvement of condi- 
tions of service of typists and copyists).’* 

Babu NALINIRANdAN BARKER: That the demand of 
Rs. 10,84,000 under the head * 24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts — Process 
Serving Establishment Peons ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the 
pension and other conditions of the service).*^ 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ^^That the demand of Rs. 04,95,701 
under the head ‘ 24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts — Pay of Kslablish- 
inent ’ be reduced by Rs. HK). (System of recruitment of cderks and in- 
adequate representation of Muslims in ministerial establishment).” 

Brijut RADHA GOBINDA RAY; *That the demand of 
Rs. 71,69,000 under the head * 24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts ’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion on the general principle and 
administration of the department).” 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: That the demand of 
Rs. 3,45,000 under the head ‘ 24G. — Courts of Small Causes ’ be reduced 
by Rs. 18,000.” 

BNHl MANMATHA NATH ROY: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 3,45,000 under the head ” 24G. — Administration of Justice- 
Court of Small Causes ” be reduced by Rs. 100. (Policy of appoint- 
ment of Small Cause Court Judges). 
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Sir, I have brought forward this motion to raise the question of the 
policy that is adopted in the recruitment of the Small Cause Court 
(Fudges. It is known to all of us that the recruitment is made from 
the members of the Bar who have been trained in England; one post 
is no doubt reserved for the members of the Judicial Civil Service; 
and the question that I want to raise before the House is — ^why the 
Judgeship of the Court of Small Causes should be barred against 
members of the Bar who are trained in this country — I mean those 
who were formerly vakils and who are now advocates as a result of 
the passing of the Bar Councils Act. Comparisons are always odious, 
but it can never be disputed that the members of the Bar who are 
trained in this country are certainly as qualified as those who are 
trained in England. I do not know why the former should be scrupu- 
lously avoided in the matter of recruitment to the judiciary of the 
Small Cause Court. The Hon^ble Mr. Mol>erly will possibly point 
out that it is the tradition of that court, but it is time that those 
traditions should go, and it is certainly in the interests of better justice 
and l)etter administration of justice that the Court of Small Causes so 
far as its judgeship is concerned should be thrown open to all members 
of the Bar, whether trained in this country or in England. 


Tfia Hofl’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, I never heard of the 
alleged tradition. As far as I know, the judgeships of the Court of 
Small Causes are open to members of the Bar who are trained in 
Indio just the same as to any other momWs of the Bar. The number 
of appointments is not very large, and the principle followed has 
hitherto been not to look to the place of recruitment but to attempt to 
gel the Ix^st men. We shall continue to try and get the best men. 
but T can assure the mover that there is no objection whatever — and 
if there has been any tradition it is not my tradition to any member 
of the Bar whether trained in England or here. I hope, therefore, 
that the mover will withdraw* his motion. 


Babu MANMATNA NATH ROY: May 1 ask a question to the 
Hon ’hie Meml)er? Has there l)een any instance in which a member of 
the Bar trained in this country has got even a temporary judgeship 
of the Court of Small Causes? 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I cannot say. Sir. There is 
no reason why he should not. I am told, however, that 
Mr. Chipi)endale w?as recruited from the Indian Bar. 

The motion of Babit Manmatha Nath Roy was then put and 
lost. 
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Tk» lollowing motion was called but not moved ; — 

tri|«t RADHA COBINOA RAY: That the demand of 
Us. 86,31,000 under the head ‘ 24. — Administration of Justice (Keserved) ’ 
be reduced by Rs. 1,15,000.” 

Babu HALINIRANilAN BARKER: I move that the demand of 
Rs. 86,31,000 under the head “ 24. — Administration of Justice ” be 
reduced by Rs. 1,000 (to criticise the control of the Government and 
administration of the High Court). 

Sir, I confess I am in the most unenviable predicament, while 
speaking on this motion^ and nothing but a sen.se of duty and that 
of the impoitance of some of the issues I am raising, induce me to 
speak. The motion relates only to the administrative control of 
Government over the High Court. It is not, nor can it be, my inten- 
tion to criticise any Hon’ble Judge or his judicial action. I recog- 
nise fully that no one in this Hou.se should do anything to impair 
the dignity of the High Court. 1 share with the llon’ble Chief 
Justice the belief that His Majesty’s subjects in every Indian com- 
munity ought to regard the High C’ourt as a bulwark of their rights 
and a defence against oppression ; .and that any policy which might 
have the effect of undermining the trust which is reposed in that (’ourt 
or shake the confidence of the people in the independence and impar- 
tiality of it.s Judges would be inimical to the maintenance of law' and 
order, and would jeopardise the <lue administration of public affairs 
in India. But at the pre.sent time when Iwth Constitution and 
jurisdiction are in the melting-i>ot, it is well that this House should 
make clear its opinion on a matter of such vital importance. Sir, 
the question that arises and must be tackled is whether the High 
Court at Fort William should continue imder the present system of 
dual control or whether it should be under that of the Central 
Government as suggested by the Hon’ble Chief Justice and other 
Judges before the Simon Commission or w'hether it should be under 
the administrative control of the Provincial Government, as in 
Bombay, Madias, etc., with proper safeguards, of course. In discuss- 
ing this question groundless apprehensions and irrelevant prejudices 
might easily l>e allow'ed to cloud our judgment. Naturally the 
Chief Justice and the puisne Judges of the High Court ('onstitute in 
themselves a body, whose opinion must have a paramount significance 
in making the final decision. But, Sir, the trend of opinion amongst 
the judges is such that I feel it to be very important that this 
Council should emphasise what in its opinion is the proper course to 
adopt. There Ijordships of the High Court seem to be in no doubt 
that dual control i.s undesirable, to which opinion we also subscribe. 
They maintain that the authority of this Council would have undesir- 
able effects on the administration of justice. They urge that on the 



DEMANDS FOB GEANTS. 


[22nd Mam. 


Hi 

demand of any one of the rotable items concerning the High. Court 
“it is possible for any member of the Bengal Legislative Council to 
launch an attack on the High Court under the guise of discussing 
the demand in question.** They also feel that when the change is 
made, “ transferring the High Court to the authority of the 
Government of Bengal, it would be open to any future Governor or 
Member of Council in charge of the tTudicial Department or any 
Member of the Bengal Legislative Council in sympathy with dis- 
satisfied legal practitioners, to move for records, returns and state- 
ments from the High Court as to the manner in which the judges dis- 
charged their judicial functions, and if unhappily this state of things 
came into existence no self-respecting man would care to occupy for 
a single instant the position of a Judge of the High Court.** 

No one either in this House or outside will deny or even forget 
for a moment that nothing should be done which would have the 
effect of dragging the High Court into the domain of politics and 
that the High Court must be set up on a pedestal with a halo of its 
own. This is a general proposition which will obtain ready and un- 
animous acceptance. But is it good logic to assert that to achieve 
this end the High Court should be subject to external authorities like 
those at Simla or Delhi? Sir, I feel I can urge quite legitimately 
that dignity, impartiality of administration and command of popular 
confidence though enjoyed in the past in ample measure by the High 
(>)urt of Fort William is not a monopoly of the judges who consti- 
tute that High Court. The other High Courts in India and the 
judiciary in other countries of the Empire and the world enjoy this 
fair name in equal measui'e, and I do not know’ that in these countries 
the fiscal and administrative independence of the High Court of 
local authorities and local Government is considered essential for 
preserving the dignity or integrity of the High Court. 

Sir, may we enquire if the impartiality and dignity of the High 
Court of Justice of England is impaired Wause of its location near 
the Houses of Parliament. 

The fair name of the judh iaiy is the very breadth of every body 
politic. Modern political wuence has consistently driven this truth 
into the popular mind. And to reconcile it with the sovereign 
authority of the jwople, the only principle adopted and scrupulously 
respected is, that judges should hold office during good behaviour and 
not under pleasure. Their removal, when it becomes imperative, 
may be effected only on a successful motion in both Houses of the 
legislature w’here they exist. In the absence of the bicameral system 
in this country a substantial majority may be insisted upon for such 
removal if it is Ufecessary. And these constitutional provisions 
together with laws regarding contempt of court and the popular sense 
of respect and aw’e for the judges as well as rules of procedure in the 
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Council^ these are all that shall be necessary to create the requisite 
enyiromaent for the judiciary. The rest depends on the personnel as 
now. I^ere is really no apprehension of misuse of powers and rela- 
tions in the form of control suggested by me. It is then up to the 
judges, by keeping aloof from the members of the executive, from 
avoiding political and even social life, from keeping an attitude of 
dignified reserve to instil a sense of awe into the minds of the whole 
nation and preserve it by scrupulously adhering to the spirit of the 
law and the principles of equity. If the standards of judicial 
integrity unfortunately begin to deteriorate which, I presume, is not 
the case, then the country is heading for ruin. Any such deteriora- 
tion is often imperceptible; but its cumulative effect is so grave that 
one has, so to say, to be protected against one^s self. Trifles, light 
as air, have incredible weight and surpassing significance in certain 
circumstances. We have heard of a Chief Justice who declined 
invitations to dine at the Government House because the host was the 
head of the Executive. We have heard of another who would not 
close the High Court in view of the holding of the Delhi Durbar, 
because he did not feel bound to carry out the behest of a Governor- 
General. But one may be tempted to enquire whether with the change 
of time and the .stiffening of the spirit of co-operation amongst the 
powei*8 that be, those estimable gentlemen would not be considered 
back numbers. Would they have .stayed away from the High Court 
to give a lunch to a Governor-General, or even think of waiting on a 
Governor w’ith a cuj) of tea in the sacred precincts of the High Court 
itself? 

The j)oint is that a complete separation of both ofBcial and social 
relations between the judiciary and executive mu.st remain, if the con- 
fidence of the people in the former i.s to l)e muintuine<l. It has on 
more than one occasion been cogently urged in the Councils that 
judges should even refrain from serving us iiiembprs of committees of 
enquiries appointed by the executive to whitewash their actions or 
otherwi.se. 

The main anxiety of the Hon’ble Chief Ju.stice in his memorandum 
submitted to the Simon Commission i.s how to keep the High Court 
beyond the reach of this Council in order to maintain its dignity. 
Has he ever enquired why the confidence which the public had in the 
past in the High Court is fast disappearing? With due respect to 
hi.s authority may we enquire how he can reconcile this suggestion for 
maintaining such dignity of the High Court with his view that the 
Chief Justiceship should also be thrown open to memWrs of a Civil 
Service with all its traditions of subserviency to the rnling powers, 
in addition to the privilege they already enjoy of having a third of 
the number of judges being recmiled from their ranks? Dignity is 
as brittle as it is precious, and requires the greatest of tare in 
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handling, in order to retnain undamaged. This dignity may, I sub* 
mit, in passing, require that even an accused should be addressed in 
dignified language not to speak of members of the Bar. It is obvious 
that the mere transference to administrative control from the Pro- 
vincial to the Central Government will not be conducive to the creation 
and maintenance of such dignity. 

6 p. m. 

Before I close I must refer to the policy of recruitment and say 
to what extent it is affected by the control of Government over the 
High Court. The first principle should be that none but a practical 
lawyer of outstanding merit with a recognised status in the profes- 
sion should be appointed. One-third of the number of judges under 
the present system is recruited frcra the members of the English 
Bar 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. M. 0. ChoM): Sir, I rise on a point of order. How is the 
constitution of the High Court relevant? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question of recruitment may be touched 
upon under this motion only because the member gave notice of his 
intention to criticise the control of the Government and administra- 
tion of the High Court. He will be in order if he wants to criticise 
the poli(\y of recruitment or show that the control of the Government 
has affected, one way or the other, the recruitment of judges. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: Sir, from the trend of my 
speech you will see how recruitment has been affected. In practice, 
Sir, it has degenerated into finding places on the bench for English- 
men not of outstanding qualities 

Mr. M. C. QHOSE: This, Sir, 1 submit, is not relevant to the 
motion before the House. The member, so far as I understand him, 
is going to criticise a certain Bill which is before the Imperial Parlia- 
ment at the present moment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Mr. Ghosh, I have already given my decision 
on the point. Mr. Sarker can criticise the policy of recruitment and 
also endeavour to show that because of the control of the Government, 
recruitment has been affected one way or the other. He has not said 
anything about any Bill. But I am pi'epared to hear you, Mr. Ghosh,, 
if you have any further objection to raise. 
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Mfi ii« C. CHOSE: What I mean is that this House is not con- 
cerned with the recruitment of members of the High Court. The 
question whether the 15 judges of the High Court should be recruited 
from the English Bar or from the Indian Civil Service or from the 
Indian Bar, is a matter for consideration of another Parliament and 
not of this House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I am afraid you have not been able to make 
out a point. I think if you allow the speaker to go on a little further 
you will be in a better jwsition to judge alwut the relevancy of his 
remarks. 

Bsbu NALIN IRANilAN BARKER: Sir, as I was saying, in prac- 
tice it has degenerated into finding places on the bench for English- 
men not of outstanding qualities and practice, since such wdll never 
come out to India, but of mediocre abilities and obscure rank. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: How’ does the control of Government come in 
here? 

Babu NALINIRANdAN 8ARKER: Sir, we want the control 
ourselves. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That may be, but having referred to the con- 
trcl of the Goveniment in this connection it is incumbent on you to 
show* how the c-ontrol of Government operates in this matter. 

Babil NALINIRANJAN BARKER: I bow^ to your ruling, Sir. 

Mr. M. C. CHOSE. Under the rules, Sir, criticism of the policy 
of courts of justice is forbidden in this Council. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: That question does not arise. The memlier has 
not till now infringed any nile. 

Mr. M. C. CHOSE: Sir, I may put it in this way. Mr. Sarker is 
indirectly criticising the judges. For instance, some of the judges 
are recruited in England. He has just said that they are recruited 
from among the mediocre members of the English Bar. In this way, 
he is casting reflection on the judges. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ghosh, I io not think you are right. 
Your point was whether the member could say anything about recruit- 
ment, and my decision was that although the question of recruitment 
does not directly come under the motion before the House, yet the 
reasons of which due notice was given by the member are elastic 
enough to cover reasonable criticisms on that subject. 
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Iif« M. C« CHOSE 8 1 accept your ruling, Sir. But my proposi- 
tion is that no indirect attack should be made to criticise the Judges 
of the High Court. 

Sabu N ALIN IRANIAN EARNER: Sir, Indian barristers of ex- 
ceptional merit have practically ousted English barristers from the 
field of open competition. The nation which can boast of a Muthu- 
swamy Iyer, a Rashbehari Ghose, a Lord Sinha or a Sir Benode 
Mitter need not import a judge from elsewhere. Forty years ago a 
Ijord Chancellor of England said: — “ In respect of integrity, of 
learning, of knowledge, of the soundness and satisfactory character of 
the judgments arrived at, the judgments of the native judges were 
quite as good as those of the English.’’ 

If this was true 40 years ago, how much more so must it be now. 

Regarding the recruitment of yet another third from the Civil 
Service, the least that can be said of it is that it is the residue of an 
obsolete system unthinkable under present conditions. Such recruit- 
ment has no parallel anywhere in the world and would not be tolerated 
for a single day in England. And now comes the new and amazing 
principle of having a Civilian Chief Justice. Instead of dwelling on 
these essential principles of judicial administration, the High Court 
memorandum has mentioned only one solitary point — that the High 
Court must l>e a Central subject — and the reavsons they have given do 
not breathe the spirit of judicial al(M)fness. The Central Legislature 
would be too busy to bother about a provincial High Court and its 
workings. What is worse, it descends to make a covert attack on the 
capacity and integrity of this House which is as undignified as it is 
undeserved. 

R« SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHAUDHURI Bahadur: Sir, the 
expenditure under this head amounts to Rs. 86,31,000 a year but the 
question is whether the people from whose tax the money is paid get 
an equivalent for the same. They pay for the administration of 
justice but are they really getting justice? Or simply disposal of their 
complaints without any regard for its merit or demerit. Do the 
people pay their taxes for the quality of the work or only for the 
quantity? It is a well known fact that there has been a great deterio- 
ration in the judiciary of Bengal so far as the quality of their works 
are concerned. Those who have seen the work of the judicial officers 
25 or 30 years ago wonder whether the present officers are their real 
successors — I do not mean each individual case but generally or in the 
majority of cases. The officers are only actuated by one motive and 
principle — " disposal 
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Tli|/|l«i^Wf Mr. A. tl. MOBiRLYi I rite on s point of order. 
Mny I on which motion the Rni fiahador is speaking? 

RM tATYIRBRA MATH ROY ONAVDNURf ■alMMfew’l I am 

speaking of the control of the Government. I am stating that the 
deterioration is caused by the control of the High Court as well as the 
Government over the disposal of cases. I will come to my next point. 
I may. state that the degeneration in the quality of judicial work is 
due to the defective rei-raitiuent or the system of recruitment. The 
essential qualifications to make a good judge are judicial temper, 
patienc*e, rapacity, willirifrnpH.H for hard work and capacity to grasp 
and analyse facts. 

The first two qualifications can l>e expeiM from men who had 
early goo<l breeding and environment. It is an undenying fai't that 
these two factors of a mauV early life play a great part in after-life 
in shaping his judgments au<l manners; men with early good breeding 
and environment are expe< ted to lie solker and reasonaWe and pay due 
^gard to the views of others; on the contrary men without good breed- 
ing and brought up in an unhealthy atmosphere 

Mr. M. C. CHOSE: I rise on a point of order. I object to the 
hon’ble member’s remarks almut the recruitment of judges. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

KRISHNA BOSE: Sir, in rising to speak on these 
motions I would like to say one or two words. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please rememWr and confine your- 
self to the reasons on which these motions were based by their respective 
movers Y 

Bite BEiiOY KRISHNA BOSE: Sir, I shall confine myself to the 
administration of justice in general and while doing so, I shall speak 
more in .sorrow than in anger. The High Court was at one time a 
great bulwark of our rights and privileges; it was a protection against 
exec^utive injustice. We find in this country now on one side British 
imperialism and on the other are arrayed the forces of democracy. 
We know that demof^racy is advancing in India 

Mf. PRBBIDENT: I do not see how you are in order. The High 
Court has nothing to do with British imperialism or democracy. 

Mte MJOY ICfti^A BOSisI wa^ wyiug that in this 
country we hare imperialism on one side ano against it the spirit of 
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democracy is advancing in Bidia aiid elaewliere, sM ii lilierty is to be 
preserved the rule of law ought to prevail above everything. But 
have we got the rule of law now-a-daysf HMte was a time when the 
Judges of the High Court refused to have even a cup of tea at Gov- 
ernment House. I am reminded of a case, Sir, in which a former 
Chief Justice of the High Court ordered the closing of all courts sub- 
ordinate to the High Court sine die, because in a certain case a man 
who was sent to jail was not received in the jail as an order was passed 
by the executive Government pardoning the offender. That was what 
the High Court did and the High Court knew how to preserve its 
dignity. We found that in those days no motive was ever ascribed 
to the members of the Bar as was done recently by a judge who said 
that the lawyers had “ exploited ” a certain case. As a member of 
the Bar, zealous of its rights and privileges and of its dignity I do pro- 
test against the way in which the members of the Bar are treated now- 
a-days. For example the other day a certain judge said to a lawyer 
appearing before him : If T call all the lawyers rogues, will that 
be libel 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 rise on a point of order. Is 
the member entitled to reflect on the conduct of any judge? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He has not and is not supposed to name any 
judge. 

BabU BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: 1 am not naming the judge, Sir, 
but I was mentioning it by way of illustration. I know there are 
lawyers who know how to retort and such a lawyer would have retorted 
properly. We know that in a certain case 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Bose, I am afraid you are giving more 
illustrations. I must, therefore, tell you that you should not only 
not name a judge but should not also make such remarks as are 
suggestive enough to lead to the identification of a judge you may 
have in view as the object of your attack. 

Bibu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: I am not going to give further 
illustrations. One or two are quite good enough for my purpose. 
With regard to the administration of justice, lawyers with some 
practice in the inufassal know verj" well that the way in which justice 
is administered in the High Court reflects mi the whole judiciary in 
the province. We know very well how justice is administered now-a- 
days and we know too that tardy justice is better than hasty injustice. 

Mr. M. 0. QHOSBi I object to the criticisms of the membir on 
courts of justice in this way. 
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miW FREflDENT: Mr. G)io»e^ I tliink 3 ^ 0 ^ are a bit premature iu 
riainn^^iu your piaoe (** Hear, bear I hope you will bear bim fully. 
You eaa rely on me that if I find any of bis remarks constitute a refiec- 
tion on tbe courts, 1 am sure to stop bim. But be is entitled to 
criticise the defects of courts generally. 

6-16 p.m. 

Babll BEtlOY KRISHNA BOSE 8 Sir, I am as jealous as tbe learn- 
ed Legal Remembrancer to preserve tbe judicial independence and 
integrity of our courts. But, Sir, as you have ruled, I am not going 
to give more illustrations about tbe manner in wbicb work is done in 
tbe High Court. Sir, we in tbe mufassal courts come across judges 
wbo take tbeir cue from tbe High Court. I would relate wbat 
Mr. Jackson once told us about a particular High Court Judge. There 
was a certain judge wbo was very cbary in issuing rules, but when a 
particular Chief Justice came into office, the whole atmosphere of tbe 
High Court was changed, and while the judge referred to was always 
reluctant to give rules, he was disposed to two rules instead of one. 
Now-a-days the judges in the mufassal are more anxious to despatch 
business than to do justice. 


Mr. 0. N. ROY: Shame, shame. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I object to your ciying shame ” in that 
fashion, Mr. Hoy. 

Mr. P. C. BA8U: Sir, in Delhi the crying of ** shame ’* and even 
thumping is tolerated. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: To speak the least of it, I would very much 
wish that this should not be introduced in this Council. 


iaiNi JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Sir, is not crying of 
shame ** a constitutional way of expressing one’s disapprobation? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Following Parliamentary practice I may tell 
you that the use of the word '' shame ” is not permissible. It has 
often been taken exception to by the Speakers in the House of Commons. 
Crying of ‘‘ shame ” is prohibited there. 

(At 6-20 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayers and it re- 
assembled at 6-36 p.m.) 
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Mni BEiOY KRISHNA ROSEs Sir, if we wm to reeoimt a!* 

our experiences about the way justice is administ^^ in this 
country, it will take days and days. 1 will take only a minute more. 
What 1 was going to say before the adjournment is that the adminis- 
tration of justice in the High Court is reflected in the administration 
of justice in the mufassal courts, and persons who have experience as 
to how justice is administered in the mufassal courts know that even 
some of the judges there take care to see how police receive their 
judgments. I can give all particulars to Mr. Moberly not in the 
Council here but elsewhere, but I will relate here what a certain I.C.S. 
judge said to a certain person. He told a reporter: What have 

you reported? It is all wrong. What will Sir Charles Tegart think 
of it?” Here is a judge administering justice who is afraid of the 
police. Now, such instances can be multiplied. It is not a sub-deputy 
magistrate or an honorary magistrate but a full fledged judge who is 
afraid of the police. 


Ttl« Non^la Mr. A. N. MOBERLY : Sir, the time is short and I pro- 
pose only to deal with the first item which has been mentioned, 
viz., Ihe question whether it is desirable that the High Court should 
be under the Government of Bengal i»r under the (iovemment of 
India. I would ask the members w^ho have spoken whether they really 
desire that the High (Jourt should be under the Government of Bengal 
as at present <u)nstituted. Judging from what they have said I can- 
not l>elieve that they do so desire. As regards what the Government 
of Bengal is going to l>e in future, neither they nor I have the least 
idea. My own feeling about the High (-ourt is this: that it should 
be an institution in which everybody should have complete confidence 
that it will administer justice without fear or favour. 1 think people 
would have more confidence in their doing this, if they were not 
brought into closer relationship with the Government of Bengal. At 
the same time I admit that the present three-cornered system, under 
which the High Court is administered by the Government of India 
and paid for by the Government of Bengal is thoroughly unsatisfactory; 
it is very diffi(tult to get anything done (juickly because the corres- 
pondence is a three-cornered (‘orrespondeiute and anything which can 
be done in direct correspondence with the High Court is a very small 
portion of the ordinary business. I do not think that the present 
system of control should continue unless the Government of India 
undertake to pay the piper. If they are going to continue to control 
the High Court, I think, they should pay for it. 


Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order, the maximum time limit has been 
reached. 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS, 


m 


motion of Babu Naliniranjan Barker waa tbeo put and a 
diTisic^ taken with the following result: — 


AYtt. 


■■jiei, Aaaw Amum CMmera. 
BanerjM, Mm a r e wt lMi Meta. 
BamitriM, Aalm aiiMieratal, 
Mu, Mr. e. C. 
iMt, iatoii aeley KriMiffui. 

BMt, Mr. t. C. 

Oatt, Batoii teral KaiMir. 
aiMM, iabii Amartfiera Nath. 
Omita, Mr. iiBt ah Chandra. 
Maiti, Baha M a ha a d ra Nath. 
Moitra, trijat Jacaadra Nath. 


Aharnad, Maaivi Kaairaddin. 

Ahmad, Khaa Bahadu** Mauivi Bataduddia. 
Blair, Mr. J. B. 

Casaant, Mr. A. 

Ghaudhuri, tha Han'hia Nawab Bahadar 
•aiyid Naarah All, Khan Bahadar. 
Clark. Mr. I. A. 

Oath, Mr. A. 4. 

Orammaad, Mr. 4. 0. 

Parrattar, Mr. 4, Caaipbatl. 

Pyfa, Mr. 4, N. 

Ohata, Mr. M. C. 

Ohaah Maalik, Mr. tatyaadra Chaadra. 
Ohaiaavi, Alhadj Sir Abdalkariai. 

Ooaaka, Nai Bahadar Badridaa. 

Oaha, Mr. P. N. 

Ournar, Mr. C. W. 

Habihuilah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Hast, Mr. 0. P. 

Noaain, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadar. 
Naaaain, Mauivi Latafat. 


Naahar, Baba Naai Chaadra* 

Nay, Or. Kamad taakar. 

Nay, trijat Nadha Oahiada. 

Nay, Baba Maamatha Nath. 

Nay, Or. Bidhan Chaadra. 

Nay, Mr. 0. N. 

Nay Chaadhari, Nai Bahadar tatyaadra 
Nath. 

tarkar, Baba Naliairaajaa. 
tan, triJut Naiandra Nath. 


Jenkina, Or. W. A. 

Khan, Khan tahib Mauivi Maaiaam AN. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamiiuddin. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Han'Ma Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. t. 

Mittar, tha Han*bla tir Pravaah Chuadar. 
Mabarly, tha HaalUa Mr. A. N 
Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Ordiah, Mr. 4. C. 

Orniaad, Mr. I. C. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. 0. N. 

Nay, Babu turandra Nath, 
tarkar, Nai tahib Nabati Mahan, 
taitar, Khaa Bahadur Abdua. 

Tata, Majar Oanaral Oadfray. 

Thamaa, Mr. H. W. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. N. J. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes lieing 2() aud the Noes 41 the motion was lost. 

The time-limit under the head ** 24. — Administration of Justice ** 
having reached the following motions were not put ; — 

Mauivi SHAM8UR.RAHMAN: That the demand of Rh. 8fl,;31,000 
under the head ‘24. — Administration of Justice’ be reduced by 
Rb. 1,000 (for not increasing the pay and prospects of the clerks em- 
ployed in Civil and Criminal Courts).” 

tHjut NACENDRA RATH tENs^That the demand of 
Be. 86,31,000 under the head * 24. — Administration of Justice ’ be reduc- 
ed by Rs. 100 (on the ground that all District Judges should be 
Indians).” 
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•Hjtlt NAGENDRA NATH SEN: That the demand of 

Bs. 86,31,000 under the head ‘24. — Administration of Justice’ *he 
reduced by R«. 100 (on the ground that there should be more recruit- 
ments from the Bar and from the Provincial Judicial Service).” 

Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: “ That the demand of Rs. 86,31,000 
under the head ‘24. — Administration of Justice’ be reduced by Bs. 100 
(on the ground that the pay of ministerial offi(;ers in District Courts 
should be raised).” 

Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: “That the demand of 

Rs. 86,31,000 under the head ‘24. — Administration of Justice’ be 
reduced by Us. 100 (on the ground that the typists and copyists should 
be incorjmrated into the salaried grade).” 

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: ” That the demand of 

Rs. 86,31,000 under the head ‘ 24. — Administration of Justice ’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the Government control and admin- 
istration in general of the High (yourt).” 

Mauivi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: “That the demand of 

Rs. 86,31,000 under the head ‘24. — Administration of Justice 
(Reserved) ’ be reduced by Rs. 2 (to discuss the general policy).” 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: ” That the demand of Rs. 86,31,000 
under the head ‘ 24 A. — Administration of Justice ’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to criticise the administration of the High (’oui*t).” 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: ” That the demand of Rs. 86,31,000 
under the head ‘ ‘24A. — Administration of Justice ’ be reduced by 
Re. 1. (Public confidence and administration generally).” 

Srijut Bid AY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 86,31,000 under the head ‘ 24A. — Administration of Justice ’ be 
reduced by Re. L (Want of confidence in the present method of 
administration of justice).” 

Mr. P. C. BASU: ” That the demand of Rs. 8(),31,(HK) under the 
head ‘ 24. — Administration of Justice ’ l)e reduced by Re. 1. (Con- 
stitutional question whether High Court should be under the provincial 
Government).” 

Srijut BldAY KUMAR CHATTERdEE: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 86,31,000 under the head ‘ 24A. — Administration of Justice * be 
reduced by Re. 1. (Refusal of the demand for separation of executive 
and judicial functions).” 
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C« NASUs ** Tkat the demand of Rs. 86^31,000 under the 
head ^24. — ^Administration of Justice’ be reduced by Re. 1, 

(Pay of ministerial officers).” 

Mr. F. C. BA8U: ” That the demand of Rs. 86,31,000 under the 
head ‘ 24. — Administration of Justice * be reduced by Re. 1. 

(McAlpin Committee’s Report).” 

Mr. P. C. BA8U. ” That the demand of Rs. 86,31,000 under the 
head ‘ 24. — Administration of Justice * be reduced by Re. 1. 

(High Court Retrenchment Committee's Report).*' 

Mr. P, C. BA8U. ” That the demand of Rs. 86,31,(KK) under the 
head ‘ 24. — Administration ot Justice ’ be reduced by Re. 1. (Official 
Assignee’s Establivshment and pay or commission).” 


8rljut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 86,31,000 under the head ‘ 24 A. — Administration of Justice ’ be 
reduced bj’ Re. 1. (Want of confidem‘e in the system of recruitment).” 

8rijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 86,31,000 under the head ‘ 24A. — Administration of Justice ’ be 
reduced by Re. 1. (Loaning of the judges for the executive and police).” 

8rijut NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: That the demand of 
Rs. 86,31,000 under the head * 24. — Administration of justice ’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that the scale of salaries pay- 
able to Provincial, Judicial and Executive Service officers should be 
revised and lowered and the scale of salaries payable to ministerial 
officers should be raised).” 

Brijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: 'That the demand of 
Rs. 86,31,000 under the head ‘ 24. — Administration of justice ’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to discuss the (juestion of separation of Judicial and 
Executive functions).” 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ. “That the demand of Rs. 86,31,000 
under the head ‘ 24. — ^Administration of justice ’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to express disapproval of the policy of the Government in ignoring 
the claims of the Moslems to services and employment under the 
Government).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 86,31,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head ” 24. — Administration of Justice ” ivas then put and 
agreed to. 





JBiX< 


» 7 « 


2S.-~^ails mM tefiviel Mthmants. 

The Hofi’bla ITir FROVAtH CHUNDER HITTER: On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a «nm 
of Rs. 3d,f52,000 be gi*anted for expenditure under the head “ 25. — 
Jails and Convict Settlements.” 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ^^That the demand of Bs. 58,000 
under the head * 25A. — Jails — Superintendence ' be reduced by Rs, 100. 
(Unsatisfactory superintendenc^e).” 


Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERilEA: That the demand of 

Rs. 58,000 under the head ‘ 25A. — Jails — Superintendence ’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to discuss negligence of duty).” 


Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: * That the demand of 
Rs. 1,40,850 under the head ‘ 25A. — Jails — Contingencies ’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to discuss the question of supplying mosquito curtains to 
prisoners).” 


Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ”That the demand of Rs. 10,01,000 
under the head * 25A. — Jails — District Jails ^ be reduced by Rs. 100. 
(liHck of supervision on the part of superior staff).” 


Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 27,34,000 under the head ‘25A. — Jails be reduced by Rs. 8,80,000.” 


Babu iARAL KUMAR DUTT: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 27,34,000 under the head ” 25A. — Jail ” be reduced by Rs. 100 
(in order to raisfe idiscussion on the administrative policy of the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal). 

The object of ray motion is to draw the attention of this House 
as well as of the Government to the immediate need of prison reform. 
Before I speak on my motion, I should like to assure this House that 
my experience as a non-official jail visitor of the district jail of 
Barisal, with a population of nearly 700 convicts tells me that the 
jail administration of this province is exceedingly punitive and sometime 
vindictive too. HeVe is a copy of the rules for the superintendence 
and management of jaild^, and if you look at the list of punishmente 
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catalqjl^ied liere, you will feel far removed from the advancing ideaa 
of the jtiine and even out of touch with the modem civilisation of the 
20th century — ^gxinny cloth punishments^ handcuffs, fetters, bar-fettera 
and crow-bar fetters and whippings — ^these are not the exhaustive list 
but there are other devices in the unwritten laws of the jail adminis^ 
tration. Sir, who does not know the custom in the jails that the 
lordly superintendent on h*8 triumphal inarch through the jail wards haa 
to be greeted with salams by every prisoner. But woe be unto the 
prisoner who has failed through negligence or otherwise to salam 
his overlord; he is singled out and made to stand and sit and salam 
at least half an hour without u bimk until his tired limbs teach 
him to respect the majesty of unwritten jail law. Such is the lack 
of human outlook and severity in the treatment of prisoners here. 
But the present-day tendency all over Hie world is to make prison 
life more and more reformative and the supreme end of prison disci- 
pline has become the moral reform of the criminal, a pr(K‘e88 of con- 
version, and that has been recognised hy all the most enlightened 
penologists of the world. One prison expert, Mr. K. Subramaniai, 
has stated the modern view-|K>int in his lawik on jirison reform that 
the final question that urges for consideration is the problem of 
utilising the criminal in the interests of social retmm. The criminal 
is like the flotsam and jetsam thrown out by the siH'ial machinery in 
its nnwaid inogiess. In ^hese days when e\en the reluse o( every 
material is utilised as a by-product, is it not possible to see how the 
delinquents refuse or the rag of society can l>e turned to the best 
account? In other words we should ‘ consider the mission of the 
criminal in this world of God.’ ” Sir, the agitation for prison reforms 
dates far back to 1872 and since then the International Prison Omgress 
have been held in different parts of the world. A glam^e at the 
resolutions passed and accepted in those (Vmgresses will convince you 
that a prisoner is looked upon more or less as a pathological case, and 
prevention of crimes is being sought not by punishing the prisoner 
but by the elimination of the social (*auseH which create unhealthy 
environment and by the encouragement of stdentiflc treatment of the 
feeble in mind and body. This I quote, Sir, from one of the best 
authorities on the subject, Sir Evelyn Ruggles-Brise, k.c.b. Another 
authority, Mr. Sydney A. Mosley, astiribes the causes of crime to 
(1) poverty, bad environment, slums and unemployment, (2) patho- 
logical cases and mishandling of first offenders and (3) where crime 
is treated as a profession, and to this list may I not add illiteracy as 
well? Connected with this question arises the necessity of educating 
the priscmers. The convict should be treated and educated in such a 
way that his self-respect is stimulated and he ought to be given such 
a training that be may not be required to lead a vagrant life after 
bis release. Other provinces have gone much in advance of us in 
ibis line but we are still lagging behind. It is a pleasure to learn 
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that in the Central ProTinces ail convicts under 30 years of age 
now receive at least one hour's grounding in reading and writing 
and that special classes have been arranged in the Nagpur Jail. 
Weekly newspapers, printed by the Jail Department are often read 
aloud to the illiterate prisoners in Madras Jail with very excellent 
results. Loss of libeity, detention and the stain are sufficient deter- 
rent and the deprivation of family life is an adequate punishment. 
Treating a prisoner most humanely and even making him comfort- 
able cannot compensate his being shut off from his own world, can- 
not obliterate the record of his having been in j)rison. So without 
paying much attention to the punitive measures, I would recjuest the 
jail authorities to arrange for compulsory primary education with 
cinema and magic lantern shows for the moral edification of the 
convicts. 1 do not know what an amount of potentiality might be 
made useful to the credit of the whole nation if so many prisoners 
were reclaimed through education to their proper manhood. 

Secondly, release on license for apprenti{*eship in any firm or work- 
shop has been accepted by prison experts as one of the boons of prison 
reform. This system is l)eiug tried at Narsiiigpur Jail, Central 
Provinces, and may I not request fhe Hon’ble Member to make the 
same experiment here in Bengal? 

Sir, we have seen many recommendations suggested by the Jail 
Enquiry Committee. Government have also accepted some and are 
seriously considering others. But I am not very optimistic if the 
whole outlook on the treatment of prisoners is not changed. Every- 
thing depends uikhi the ingenuity and personal influence of the jail 
governor and until he is trained up in the subjet^t of up-to-date 
scientific j)risQn management, no amount of reforms however intro- 
duced will ever serve their purpose. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 


Mr. SATYENDRA CHANDRA GHOSH MAULIK: That the 
demand of Rs, 27,34,000 under the head ‘ 25A. — Jails ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to show diaapproval of the dilatory methods of the Govern- 
ment in undertaking Jail reforms).'’ 

Sibil MANMATHA NATH ROY. “That the demand of 
Rs. 27,34,0(X) under the head ‘ 25A. — Jails ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to discuss the condition under which prisoners live in jails).’’ 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: That the demand of Rs. 27,34,000 
under the head * 25 A. — Jails ' be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the 
general policy of the administration).” 
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KiM IMDAOUL HOQUE: *^That the demand of Rs. 27,^4,000 
under Ae head ‘ 25A. — Jails ’ be reduced by Re. 1. (Non-supply of 
adequate food, winter clothings, blankets and mosquito curtains to 
prisoners, inhuman treatment and want of facilities t«> Moslem 
prisoners for prayers).^' 


The Hon’Me Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I will begin 
by saying that with regard to the general observations of Babu Saral 
Eumar Dutt for more humane treatment of convicts and with logard 
to his desire to impi-ove the condition of convicts I and the Inspector- 
General of Prisons entirely agree and sympathise with his object. 
Those members of this House who had opportunities of coming into 
contact with the present Inspector-General of Prisons will I trust 
bear me out when I say ihat his outlook of prison administration is 
everything that can be desired. We cannot, however, write on a 
clean slate. We have started making imimnements, and although 
I freely concede that we have yet to make good many improvements 
yet I can assure Babu Saral Kumar Dutt and the House that the 
desire of the Head of the Prison Department (and steadily we are trying 
to work ujj to it) is to improve the state of things prevailing in 
jails. A suitable system of primary education we have already intro- 
duced in one of the biggest jails and one of the items about which 
the Council will have to v(>te is improvement in primary education 
in one of the biggest jails. 

The question of improvement of prison administration is necessarily 
connected with the question of increased expenditure. In spite of the 
financial difficulties of the Government of Bengal, so far as this 
department is concerned, it has at the instance of the Inspector-General 
of Prisons been steadily juessing upon the Government to allot money 
for the improvement of jail administration. It is known to this 
House that the Pearson Committee made a number of recommenda- 
tions. Some of these recommendations we have already given effect 
to; others vre have not ac(‘epted and I l)elieve about the recommenda- 
tions that we have accepted, the opinion of the House is favourable. 

One important lecommendation of the Pearson Committee was 
that the jail staff should have more time to h>ok after the prisoners 
and for that reason the committee suggested that clerical functions 
should be taken away from the inemWrs of the jail staff. One of the 
items upon which the House will have to vote is provision for clerical 
staff in one of the biggest jails. It is necessary for purposes of 
improvements to concentrate habituals in central jails; that is not 
only a question of money ; but before the question of voting money 
comes in, schemes will have to be prepared. We are busy preparing 
schemes. I may inform the members of the Council that our Govern- 
ment have got the premises of the Army Clothing Dep6t which 
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belonged to the Government of India, and we are preparing a echeme 
for putting up a jail building on a portion of that property. When, 
that i» completed, much of the congestion in our jails will be relieved. 

The Lunatic Asylum in Dacca is going to be utilised, after neces- 
sary structural alterations, for purposes of expansion of jails. I do 
not want to go into details at this late hour of the evening; but I 
can assure Babu Saral Kumar Dutt and the members of this House, 
that so far as the Jail Department is concerned, we are trying our best 
to work up to a better state of things and I hope that Babu Saral 
Kumar Dutt will not press his motion. 

The motion of Babu Saral Kumar Dutt was then put and lost. 


AdJourmiMnt. 

The Council was then adjourned till 10-30 a.m., on Saturday, the 
23rd March, 1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



of the Bengal Legislative Ceuneii easMiMei umler Uie 
previsiens of the Covemment of Imlia Aet 

The CoiNdL met in the C<mneil Chaml)er in the Titwn Hall, 
Calcutta, on Saturday, the 23rd March, 1929, at 10-30 a.m. 

Present: 


The Hon’ble the President (the Hon'ble Raja Manmatha Nath 
Ray Chaudhitu, (d Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, and 105 nominated and elected members. 


Starred questions 

(to which oral answers wore given). 

Aooounts of the Appellate Side of the Calcutta High Court 

*S4. Bahu MALI N IRANIAN BARKER: (a) Will the Huiible 
Member in charge of the Judicial Dei>artment be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the internal ac(‘Ouuts of the Appellate Side 
of the Calcutta High (Joint were audited some time during the last 
year by auditors deputed by the Accountant-Ceneral of Bengal? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the aaid auditors 
discovered a loss of Government money on account of the disappear- 
ance of a large number of saleable paper-books from the custody of 
the Court’s office? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member lie pleased to state - 

(?*) what is the estimated amount of the loss; and 

(ii) what steps, if any, the Government have so far tahen or 
propose to take for the recovery of the loss? 

(d) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the said auditors fixed the 
Teeponsibility on account of the said loss on any individual officer 
vr i^lcers of the Court? 

(e) If so, what are the names and designations of these officers P 
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MilMEII ill oharga af ilUDICIAL DCPARTliENT (tiii HanHEa 
Mr. A« N. Matoarly): (a) Ye«. 

(b) Ye«. 

(c) (i) Bs, 5,806^0. 

(it) The Hijrh Court has been addressed in the matter. 

(d) and (e) The auditor expressed the opinion that the Superin* 
tendent of the Bench Section was responsible for the loss of books 
from his section. His name is Babu Anukul Chandra Bose. 


Babll N ALIN IRANIAN BARKERS Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state if Babu Anukul Chandra Bose was solely responsible 
fcr the loss? 


Tha Hofl'bla Mf. A. N. MOBERLY* I have already said that the 
auditor expressed a certain opinion. I understand that the High 
Court have not accepted that opinion and the matter is under corres- 
pondence. 


Babu NALINIRANilAN BARKER. Is it a fiut that Babu Anukul 
Chandra Bose has siiK^e l)een promoted? 


Mr. PREBIDENT: Mr. Sarker, if I remeinWr aright, I disallowed 
this question. So you cannot put it. 


Drtdiir RonaMthay ” and dradging warka. 

*96. Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the I>e|)Qitment cf Irrigation l>e pleased to state 
the decision of the Government in respect of the future disposal or 
utilisation of each of the dredgers (mentioning them by their names) 
that were bought in regard to the Grand Trunk Canal Scheme which 
has since been abuidonedF 

(6) If no such decision has been arrived at, whether there is any 
possibility of an early decision? 
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i, 

(e)f if tbe an#wer to (6) i« in tke n^tive^ wknt is rs«s<ni 
lor doming suck decision ? 

(d) Wknt are tke ori^nal budget estimates lor dredging works 
lor the years 1925-26, 1926-27 and 1927-28 as also tke amounts actually 
spent and in tke cases of excess ol expenditure over tke budget 
estimates, bow have funds been made available for adjustment ol tko 
same? 


MEMBER in otiarga of DEPARTMEHT of IRRIGATION (tlig 
HofPblo NawMi Bahadur Saiyid NawM» All Chaudhiari, Khan Bahadurt 
of Dhanbari): (a) No decision has yet been nnivetl at in regard to the 
dredger Ronaldshay which was the only dredger bought in con- 
nection with the Grand Trunk Canal Scheme. The matter is under 
the considenition of Government. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (d) of starred question 
yo. 9S, showiny the original Budget Estimates for and acUwl 
expenditure on dredging works for the year 1925^26. 
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Statement showing the original Budget Eetimatet fot and actual 
expenditure on dredging works for the year 1926 ^ 27 , 


Name of work aod bead of aoeount. 

Original j 
budget 
eatlmate. 

lit 

BxoeM, 
if any. 

Betnaika. 

15-B. 

Ba. 

Bi. 

Bs. 


<1) Dredging the Burtganga and 
Bltalakhya riveie. 

1,00,000 

60,030 j 



XIII-B. 





(2) Dredging the Bliangore canal . . 

1.06.200 

1.16,461 

10,261 

The exceea waa met from savli^ 
In the grant tor dredging 
Attarabanka. 

<8) Dredging the river Attarabanka 

20,000 




<4) Dredging the Ix)wer Kumar 
river. 

06,000 

i 

1,30,200 

74,200 

The exeeea wan met by reappro* 
priatlon of Mvings under 
XlII-B— " Maintenance and 
Bepain " Sundarbans Steamer 
Boute and alio from the grant 
for Chitpur and Belliaghatta 
bridge! under XIlI-B — Sxten* 
tiona and Improvements, Cal- 
cutta and Eastern Canals. 


Statement showing the original Budget Estimates for and actual 
expenditure on dredging works for the year 1927 - 28 . 


Ifame of work and head of account. 

OrWnal 

buoi^t 

estimate. 

Actual 

expen- 

diture. 

Excess, 

If any. 

Remarks. 

XlIMl. 

Hi. 

Bs. 

Bs. 


<1) Dredging the Gabkhan Rharani 
kiial. 

35.000 

48,036 

18,036 

The excess was met from the 
savings in the mnts for 
dredging Doagra cMnnel and 
Attarabanka river. 

<2) Dredging the Doagra channel .. 

80,000 




<3) Dredging the Attarabanka river 

16.000 




<4) Dredging the Lower Kumar river 

20,000 

4,20,600 

4,00,000 

The excess was met by reappro- 
priatlon as follows 

i 

if 

1 

t 

Bs. 

«) From Extensions 
and Improve- 

ments, Calcutta 
and Eastern Ca- 
nals (Xril-B) 

Bridges . . 1,13.888 

(if) Doagra, Attara- 
banka dredgliig, 
etc., XIU-B . . i.17.680 
(t4f) Maintenance and 

Bepain to diwL 
gen “ Cowley ** 
and *'Biirdwna'* 

(Xm-B) . . 66,200 

(ie) Locks and 

slttlcea, Madarlpore 

BhU Boute. (18 

Proper) . . 86,000 

(r) Patty aavingi un- 
der viriotM mow 
under dltfennt 
hMda .. 8$jm 





Tout .. 4,00^ 















1M».| QUESTlOirS: W 

•riilM NAGENORA NATH EENt WiU the Hon’Ue ‘llember be 

pleaded to state the reasons for not dredgrin^ the Attarabanku river 
during tke years 1926 to 1928 P 

Thi HmnA BaliMliir SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHUfti» 

Khwi Bihadur, of Dhonbari: I want fresh notice. 

Srijul NAGENORA NATH SENS Is the Hon’ble Member aware 
that owing to the silting up of the river Attambanka, the Barisal 
Express and Mail steamers now find it difficult to navigate that 
chamnel ? 

The Hon’Mo Nawab Bahadur 8AI YID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Ohanbari: I have no infomation. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: With reference to answer (a), 
will the Hon’ble Meinl)t‘r give us an idea oi the time by which a deci- 
sion may he aiTived at? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Ohanbari: I cannot say definitely. 

SriJtK NAGENORA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state w^hether it is the intention of Government to dredge 
the Attambanka river this year? 

The Hon’ble Navrab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Ohanbari: 1 must ask for fresh notice. 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: Is it a 

fact that the dredging of the Attarabanku river commenced in January 
last and continued only for several days and was then stopped? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I should also ask for notice of this ques- 
tion. I cannot answer off-hand. 

SHiul NAGENORA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Memlier be 
pleased to state the reasons for not dredging the Attarabanku river 
although funds were budgeted for this purpose during the last three 
years? 

The Hon’ble NawNli Bahaihr SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Kbail Bahadur, of Dhanbari: 1 want fresh notice; I cannot answer off- 
hand. 
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Unslarred queitioiit 

imwmn to whioh wore laid on th# tMo). 
Ropraoentatkm of ittif on Itio govornii^ iMidy of ooilogea. 

68. BaiNi 8A8I 8EKHAR BA8US (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Education aware of the minutes of the 
Syndicate of the Calcutta University, dated 9th February, 192S, 
wherein it was stated that ** the present practice of electing the 
minimum of two members of the staff to the governing body of every 
college should be adhered to? 

(b) Is it a fact that in many aided and unaided colleges the practice 
does not exist? 

(c) If so, what steps do the Government propose to take in the 
matter? 

id) Are the Government contemplating enforcing the above practice 
as a condition of grant-in-aid to aided colleges? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMEIfT of EDUCATION (tho 
Hon’blo Mr. A. Mirr): (a) Government have no infonuation. 

{b) Government have no information concerning unaided colleges. 
In all aided colleges, except the Victoria College, Comilla, there are at 
least two members of the staff on the governing body. 

(c) None. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Standards of quality in Jute doalinga. 

69. Babu PRABHU DOYAL HIMAT6INGKA: {a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the lK*pautment of Agriculture and Industries 
awai'e that there are no definite stjindards of (juality for dealings in 
jute? 

(h) Is it a fact that H. J. Ilejections, which means Hobby Jobby 
Eejections, is the top quality in jute at present owing to appreciation 
of standards in the middle of the season? 

(c) If the Hon’ble Member is not aware of the manipulations in the 
quality of jute, are the Government considering the desirability of 
instituting an inquiry into the question in the interest of jute cultivators 
in Bengal ? 

(d) Are the Go,iwrnment considering the desirability of establishing 
definite standards of quality for all dealings in jute to prevent 
manipulation and consequent loss to cultivators? 
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mmER in dMTRi «f DERARTMiNT tf AQRIOULTURE and 
INDIWTRiEt (tha Han’bla Naivab Sahadiv MyM NaaraE All Chau- 
dhiirii Khan Bahadur, of Ohanbarl)! (a) No. 

(6) Government have no information in the matter. 

(c) No. 

{d) Government have received a representation on the subject, and 
have addressed commercial bodies interested in the matter. 


Audit foe raalitad from oo-o|iarativ# aooialioa. 

70. Maulwi SHAMSUR-RAHMAN: Will the Hon^le Member in 
charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing, year by year, for the last 
twelve years — 

(a) the amount realised as audit fee from the co-operative 
societies ; 

(h) the amount s{>ent for auditing such societies; and 
(c) unspent balance of audit fee realised? 


The Hon’We Naurab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: (a), (h) and (c) The audit fees 
were first introduced in 1917. A statement for 11 years from 1917-18 
is placed on the table. Figures for 1928-29 are not yet available. 


Statement referred to in reply to viiBtarred queition No. 70. 


Year. 

Audit fee 
. realised. 

Expenditure on 
auditora. 

Unspt'nt balance. 

1 

2 

3 

4 



Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Rs. 

A. 

p. 

Rff. A. 

p. 

101718 


4.113 

7 

9 

3.284 

0 

0 

820 7 

0 

1918-10 


36.870 

6 

3 

20.503 

0 

0 

16,367 5 

3 

1010.20 


45.758 

6 

4 

44.380 

0 

0 

1,378 6 

4 

1020.21 


51.571 

4 

3 

56.590 

0 

0 

-5.018 11 

0 

1021.22 


62.783 

10 

0 

57.443 

0 

0 

5,340 10 

0 

1922.23 


30.022 

10 

6 

55,572 

10 

6 

- 16.550 0 

0 

1923.24 


1,10.984 

0 

0 

78.994 

4 

7 

40.080 11 

5 

1024.25 


1.24.542 

15 

3 

79.457 

2 

4 

45,085 12 11 

1025.26 


1,60.682 15 

8 

87.323 

4 11 

73,300 10 

9 

1026 27 


1.83.803 

5 

0 

1,08.950 

0 

9 

74,853 4 

3 

t9rj-2» 


2.20.350 

8 

0 

1.08.672 13 

3 

1,11,677 10 

9 

Total 


10.49.483 

8 

0 

7.01,169 

4 

4 

3.48.314 3 

8 
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Tlie amounts shown include only es^pendi^ura on the pay and 
trairelling allowances of certain auditors and their peons and the peons’ 
liveries. They do not cover all the expenditure incurred by Govern- 
ment on account of the audit of co-operative societies. The cost of 
inspectors of co-operative societies and other supervising officers of the 
Co-operative Department who perform duties in connection with audit 
is not included nor is the cost of auditing societies less than 18 months 
old and also anti-malarial societies from which audit fe^ are not 
realised. The question of revising the method of maintaining the 
pro forma account, so as to show the real total cost to Government of 
the audit of cooperative societies, is now under examination. 

2. Government have recognised the necessity for more auditors and 
inspectors. This year funds were provided for 12 additional auditors 
and four additional inspectors. Administrative approval has been 
given for 40 more auditors and 8 more inspectors, and provision has 
been made in the next year’s budget for entertaining 14 of these 
auditors and 2 of these inspectors next year. Administrative approval 
has also been given for 17 more posts of auditors for societies less than 
18 months old and 8 more auditors for co-operative anti-malarial 
societies. 

Miauivi SHAMtUR-RAHMAN: Will the Hon’hle Member he 
pleased to state whether the figures for the year 1922-28 are correct? 
(Laughter). 

Mfi PRESIDENT: That is no question. 

MtUlvi SHAMRUR-RAHMAN: Sir, I want to call the attention of 
the Hon’hle Member to the fact that the figures given are not correct. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot do that. 

Maulvi SHAMiUR-RAHMAN: I shall show from the .\nnual 
Report 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Please resume your seat. 

Milllvi SHAMRUR-RAHMAN: In the figures for the year 1922-23, 
the amount of Rs. t39, 022-10-6 has been shown 

Mr. PRiRIDENT: Will you please resume your seat? You are 
not able to put any question in the proper form. 
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InooRM from mi intomt paitf for an irrifillM lomib 

71. laiiu NALINIRANJAN 8ARKER: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Depjirtment of Irrigation be pleased to st^ite — 

(t) net income derived from the loan of Ra. 1^8,21432 up to the 

end of 1927-28, and 

(u) the amount of interest charges paid in respect thereof for the 

said period? 

The HofilMe Naweh Bahadur BAIYIO NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
DHURIi Khan Bahadur, of Dhanhari: (i) It is not possible to give the 
net income derived from the loan because the works were financed 
partially from loan funds and partially from revenue, and no separate 
accounts have Wen kept. The total net revenue from the canals wat 
Bs. 20,60,699. 

(ti) Rs. 29,a6,801. 


Damandt for granta. 

25.— dails and Convict SotUomonti. 

SHJut RADHA GOBINDA RAY: Sir, I Wg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 33,62,(K10 under the head ‘‘ 25.— Jails and convict 
settlements (ReseiTed)” W reduced by Us. 50,000. 

Sir, many suggestions have been made for the improvement of jails 
on the floor of this Council. Good food, good clothing, good sanitary 
arrangements, good medical aid, good tr(»atraent, are all necessary, 
and the Government should make provision for them gradually. But, 
Sir, all these good arrangements will be of no avail if the persons who 
are entrusted with the charge of jail administration are not g(K»d them- 
selves. I use the word “ administration in a very wide sense. 

Now, Sir, the outlmik of jail administration should be to improve 
the mentality and moral level of the prisoners. This is a very <'om- 
plex task and cannot W entrusted to a class of people who understand 
only the value of rod and red eyes. I do not ignore the necessity of 
repressive control, but in the work of reformation rod and red eyes 
must be duly supplemented by loving hearts. These things we can 
very seldom expec’t from our present-day jailors and warders. I sug- 
gest that Government should consider the desirability of selecting 
men of high education and good moral character and with an idealistic 
temperament as the heads of jails. I also suggest that a training- 
school should be established, and that the jailors and warders should 
undergo a course of training, before they are entrusted with their 
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actual duties in jails. The jail is a place lor psychological study. 
The art o! gradually developing criminals into good citieens can be 
profitably developed here. 

Sir, humanitarian societies should be invited to take up the work 
of reformation of criminals, and Government should encourage such 
societies by granting subsidies. I am confident that if Government 
sincerely expressed their desire to get such help, the philanthropic 
societies will earnestly take up the holy duty of reforming criminals 
in jails. Here, also, the intelligent and sympathetic co-operation of 
the jailor will be an unavoidable necessity. 

Lectures, with magic lantern slides, upon various subjects, special- 
ly upon the necessity of developing civic sentiments, may conveniently 
be arranged with private societies. Three lectures or so a week will 
not cost much. It can be experimented upon, at least in some jails, 
and the result may be watched. 

Arrangements, also, for educative festivals, organised and managed 
by the prisoners themselves, under the guidance of jailors, may be 
encouraged at a very moderate cost. It will develop the social and 
civic instincts of the prisoners. 

The suggestions which I have made can ha taken up by Government 
all at once. The utility and educative nature of these suggestions no 
one can doubt. In making these suggestions, I am actuated by the 
feeling that hundreds and thousands of our brethren, who are rotting 
behind prison bars, are after all human beings. Whatever their faults 
may be, they are not totally beyond all hope of redemption. Even 
if a <'ertain pen'entage of them are hardened criminals and beyond 
all hope of reform, the majority of them are sound at the core and can 
be developed into fine citizens, useful to the country and society. 

I submit, Sir, that the suggestions that I have made are all good 
and, so, should be worked out without much hesitation and delay. I 
am afraid that Government will not give effect to any of them. The 
present Government do not — and will not — allow any private society 
to take up the w'ork, unless its political creed is to the liking of Gov- 
ernment. This difference in political creeds is the real barrier to all 
progress. There CftHiiot and will not be earnest co-operation between 
the Government and the people unless and until the ideals and interests 
of the two are similar and identical. I challenge the Government to 
disavow this statement of mine. The other day, this House was given 
a reply by the Hon^ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter to the effect that 
Government did not give any encouragement to the recent Calcutta 
Congress Exhibition, because the political views of the Congress are 
not to the liking of the Gbvernment. 

Mft PRESIDENT: So far as this motion is concerned, we have 
nothing to do with it, Mr. Roy. 
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SfifHt RADIIA GOBINOA RAYl I want to say that philanihropio 
flocietias will not be allowed to work in jails. 

Mr. FRCSIDENTs Please do not refer to it any more. 

arijut RADHA COBINDA RAY: Here lies the root of every 
trouble, and all questions of reform, improvement and progress will 
have to be kept in abeyaiu^e until this difference is removed, i.e., until 
the Government become completely national. It is for this reason. 
Sir, that we the Swarajists have be(*ome constitution^breakers instead 
of constitution-makers. We would have been the sincerest of oonsti> 
tution-makers had co-operation l)een invited from us in the spirit and 
terms of equality. 

With these words, Sir, I beg to move my motion for the acceptance 
of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think we shall save a lot of time if we have 
one discussion on motions Nos. 442 to 453. Of course, I shall separate- 
ly put to vote such of them as are quite independent of others. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Maulwi $HAM8UR-RAHMAN: That the demand of 
Rs. 3f3,62,000 under the head ‘ 25. — Jails and convict settlements ' be 
reduced by Rs. 1,000 (for not employing more Mussalmans as jailors).” 

Babu dlTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 33,62,000 under the head ‘ 25 — Jails and convict settlements ’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the question of jail administration 
generally).” 

Bfijiit NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 33,62,000 under the head ” 25 — Jails and convict 
settlements ” be reduced by Rs. 100 (on the ground that religious 
scruples of prisoners as to dining are not respected in the jails, and 
that facilities for performing rites are not allowed). 

The object of my motion is to draw the attention of this House to 
the fact that the religious scruples of prisoners as regards dining are 
not respected, and that no facilities are granted to them for perform- 
ing their religious rites. 

Sir, 1 am a non -official visitor of the Rhulna District Jail. And 
from my experience of tbat jail, as well as of other jails in the pro- 
vince, I can say tbat both the Hindus and the Muhammadans — in 
fact, prisoners of all faiths — have to take their meals under one and 
the same roof. They are also asked to sit in the open air — under the 
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canopy of the slty— in all seawms of the yeaiv^aring the seorcking' 
days of April and May, and the severely cold winter days as well — 
for their meals. Further, a stereotyped kind of meal is supplied to 
them right through the year. With reference to the latter point, I 
have another motion, viz., motion No. 448, which I can conveniently 
discuss now 

Mr. PRI8I0ENT: What are you doing, Mr. Sen.^ 

SHJut NAGENORA NATH SEN: I am referring to my motion 
No. 448 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou did the same sort of thing yesterday. 
You should confine your remarks only to the motion now before the 
House. 

Srijut NAOENDRA NATH SEN: first suggestion to Govern- 

ment is that instead of feeding all the prisoners in one lot, they should 
be formed into diffei-ent religious groups, the members of each group 
l>eing given facilities for messing together. 

My second suggestion to Government is that the prisoners should 
be given facilities for performing religious rites according to their 
faiths. The Hindu should be given facilities to perform his own 
religious rites; the Muhammadan should be given similar facilities; 
the Jain — in fact, prisoners of every faith — should have full facilities 
for performing religious rites. It is stated by Government that 
religious preachers of every faith come to the jails periodically to 
deliver sernions and t<» impart religious teaching to the prisoners. 
This reminds me of a description given in one of Victor Hugo’s books, 
in which the convict descriWs his experience of religious teaching in 
the penal settlement, which is that a reverend gentleman comes and 
says his prayers before the prisoners who aie congregated in the 
presence of armed guards with lighted torches in their hands and 
ready to fire guns. My point is that all facilities should be granted 
to the prisoners for performing their religious rites. The Hindus 
should have facilities for performing their puja, etc., three times a 
day; the Muhammadans should W allowed to say their prayers five 
times a day, and so on. 

I have already told the House that the meals served are stereotyped in 
character. Anyone who has any experience of district jails knows 
very well that some vegetables, viz., brinjals, cauliflowers, etc., are 
drie<l and stored ^ during the winter months, for use in cuiries 
during the other months pf the year, especially during the rains. The 
quality of the foodstuffs is very poor, and most of the articles of diet 



BEMAHBS FOR GRANTS. 


im.^rn 

are not adible. 1 would also draw tha attention of the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Jail Department to what ha^ been said by my 
friend Sfijnt Radha Gobinda Ray. 

With these words, Sir, I move my motion for the acceptance of 
the House. 

The following motion was called but not nmved : — 

MauivI A8IMUDDIN AHAMAO: That the demand of 
Rs. 33,62,000 under the head ‘ 25. — Jails and convict settlements 
(Reser\’ed)’ be reduced by Its. 5. (Sufferings of prisoners^” 

Srijut NAGENORA NATH SEN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 33,62,0(K) under the head ‘‘ 25. — Jails and convict 
settlements be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the fact that a 
messing system should be introduces! in the jails whereby prisoners 
may turn themselves into gnjups and manage their own food). 

Sir, my intention is stated fully in the motion. I w'ant to give 
Swaraj to the prisoners, who should not degenei-ate into mere auto- 
matons and machines. The food given to them is always of the same 
stereotyped kind. In the jails the prisoners belong to various classes 
and communities. There are Bengalis, up-country men, Friyaa, 
Hindus, Muhammadans, East-Bengal men, West-Bengal men, and so 
on. The food which is served to them cannot. — and do not — suit all 
these different classes of men. They have their likes and dislikes, and 
different ideas of f(Kwl. If the authorities would allow' prisoners of 
one class or community or province to form a group of their own and 
prepare their own food out of the rations fixed for them, then all 
would W well. Of course, the prisoners must not In* allowed to 
infringe the Jail Cmle. 

With these few' words. Sir, I beg to move my motion. 

Babu PROMOTH A NATH BANERJEE: Sir, I Wg to move that 
the demand of Rs, 33,62,000 under the head 25 — Jails and convict 
settlements ” be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss about supplying mosquito 
curtains to prisoners). 

Sir, my object in bringing forward this motion is to discuss the 
question of supplying mosquito curtains. I am a non-official visitor 
of jails in Bengal, and whenever I have questioned prisoners about 
their conditions of life and what improvement they wanted in them, 
they have always said that they felt the necessity of mosriuito curtains 
very keenly. Sir, Bengal is a place where people suffer much from 
mosquito bites, which are the cause of a lot of malaria in the province. 
The medical authorities are of opinion that in order to prevent malaria ^ 
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one muBt use mosquito curtaine, among other precautions. I there* 
fore submit that it is absolutely essential that mosquito curtains should 
be supplied to prisoners. I hope, Sir, that all members present here 
will support this motion of mine. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Srijut BNAY KUMAR CHATTERdEE; * That the demand of 
Bs. 33,62,000 under the bead ‘ 25. — Jails and convict settlements ’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground of necessity for better jail adminis- 
tration).^^ 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: I beg to 

move that the demand of Rs. 33,62,000 under the head “ 25. — Jails and 
convict settlements ” be reduced by Re. I (to discuss co-ordination of 
Jail Department with other allied branches, defect in supervision, and 
construction, arrangement, etc., its re-organisation, segregation and 
classification of criminals). 

Sir, the Jail De}iartment should not l)e considered as standing alone. 
It can only be effective if it is one part of a co-ordinated system of 
which the different parts are as follows : — 

The police, whose duty it is t4i detect the real offender and place 
him before a Magistrate. 

The Magistrates and all judicial officers, whose duty it is to decide 
whether the person placed before them is the real offender, are to 
a]>{>ly the existing law to each individual case in such a manner as 
best to protect the community in general, and reform the offender in 
particular. 

The Jail Department, which, being not concerned with whether the 
individual was rightly convicted or not, is charged solely with the 
duty of carrjdng out the sentence of the law, but also in such a man- 
ner as to protect the community and reform the individual. 

The “ after-care department, or in reality the general public, 
whose duty it is, and should be, to restore the released criminal to a 
suitable place in society, protect him against black-mail and unemploy- 
ment, and help him tiding over the difficult period after release so 
that he may become a law-abiding, productive and valuable citizen. 

These four parts form the essential basis of an effective penal sys- 
tem. By an effective penal system is meant a system which does effec- 
tually protect the community and which does reduce crime. To be 
effective it is not only necessary that each part would be in active and 
healthy existence, but also that each part should know and appreciate 
the difficulties and methods of the other, and what each sets out to 
accomplish, and can in actual practice perform. The first three parts 
are in existence in Bengal though not so closely in touch as they must 
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become lo be really effectiTe. The fourth, after care/’ cannot be 
done by ofi&ciale because the convicts will naturally try to avoid coming 
into contact with officials connected with the police, courts, and jails. 
However the chief requisites in the work are of such a personal nature 
that ** officialdom handicaps it at the start. In all ptrogressive 
countries the importance of this work is being recognised and it is 
being carried out by voluntary and non-official organisations. It is 
a prime necessity in Bengal that the efforts of the Inspector-General 
of Prisons to get such a non-official organisation working, as has been 
done in Madras, should receive wholehearted public support and public 
service. 


In considering the co-ordination of the different jMirts of the penal 
system it will not be out of place to emphasise the necessity for the 
instruction of the public. Surely our attitude t<> wards prisons should 
be much the same as our attitude to hospitals. They are institutions 
to protect society against epidemics, against disease, against the results 
of vice and folly and wickedness in just the same relation to the mind 
as the hospital is to the Ixxly. Just as our aim should l)e to almlish 
disease and render hospitals unnecessary’ so should our ideal he to 
banish crime and do away with the necessity for prisons. But we 
know that we have not yet reached that stage nor can"Ve conceive a 
condition of society wherein that ideal has been completely accom- 
plished, and so as we expect long and rigorous training in a doctor, 
and give unquestioning (>l>edience to his piescriptions as lyeing those 
of an exi)ert we ought to train and treat our doctors of i>enol(»gy in a 
like manner. As we exi>ect public supi>ort based on public instruction 
in matters of hygiene of the lH)dy so we are entitled to build on the 
same foundations in our war against crime. We should not only see 
that all prisoners should be well housed, well clothed, well fed, and 
well treated. We must do something more. Just as we assent to and 
assist in the detection and segregati^.n of infectious diseases so must 
we l)e favourably active in the detection and segregation of the crimi- 
nal. Just as we assent on the doctor's advice to the most drastic 
operations for saving the l)ody, so should we assent to e<iually drastic 
operations to have the soul, and finally just as we should lavish care and 
protection on the convalescent invalid so we must be prepared to give 
our personal care and assistance to the convalescent criminal. What 
we are to use our jails for seems a question simple to answer; to pre- 
vent and reduce crime by the detection and reformative treatment of 
the criminal. But in reality it suggests another question : What are 
we using our criminal courts forP Is it not that by unnecessary use 
and misuse of the criminal courts and the criminal law we are steadily 
and surely rendering those courts and through them these jails less 
effective in prevention and care of real crime? I think that warning 
is necessary in Bengal. 
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Then what are we to expect of onr jails f We must expect them to 
be so ordered a« to achieve two things : They mnst deter the potential 
criminal from committing crime and they must prevent the convicted 
criminal from returning to a life of crime. Unless they are moder- 
ately successful in achieving these two objects they are failing in the 
purpose for which they were established. 

The Legislature has also an important part to play in ensuring that 
the courts have a suitable variety of means at their disposal for dealing 
suitably with the diiferent classes and categories of offenders which 
come l)efore them. Particularly this is necessary for preventing the 
consignment to prisons of children, juveniles, adolesc'ents and young 
offenders, and first offenders who might, if there were suitable means 
at the disposal of the court, be more successfully dealt with otherwise 
than by impiisonment in the ordinary jail. One ventures to suggest 
that there is a certain lack of elasticity in the existing codes from this 
point of view. This p<>int is a very relevant one from the point of view 
of the administration and policy of the jail depaHment because if the 
courts have the iwoiJer powers and the knowledge of them recjuisite for 
their intelligent applicati<m the jail authorities will find themselves 
very largely relieved of the problem of dealing suitably with large 
number of primmers to whom the ordinary routine of the ordinary 
criminal jail cannot be applied with really satisfacbny results. 

This leads me to what I believe to l)e the main defec ts in our exist- 
ing system and the lines on whi<*h imjyrovement is to l)e sought. We 
are however anxious to see our jails freed frcmi any iH)ssibility of con- 
tamination of the less criminal by the more criminal and to play a 
more successful part in the preparation of the criminal for a return to 
normal um\ useful service to the community. 

The first and foremost c*onsideration is the improvement of suj)er- 
vision. The higher officers c;f the jails ought to be given more frequent 
and better facilities for studving the incKlenj application of the science 
of jjenology in Indian conditions. Not only so, but the duties of the 
estnblishinent should In* «o arranged ns to give the superintendents 
more time and more adeciuate assistance from educated and trained 
officers in watching and suj)ervising la^rscms, both individually and 
collectively, in every phase of their daily routine. The rejil control 
of the jirisoner rests with the warders, and as they are neither trained 
nor equipped exc ept foi the most elementary duties the convict officer 
is left far too full a hand. 

The whole staff of the jails needs reorganising and expanding with 
a view to bringing the prisoners under more constant and adequate 
supervision by educated officers who have been thoroughly trained for 
the work and understand the application of the prison routine to the 
class of prisoner with whom they have to deal. 
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Seo^mdly, the jails themselves ought to be reorganised and remo- 
delled with two main ends in view, (1) the more intelligent classi- 
fication and segregation of prisoners of different types ; and (2) a better 
scheme for the transfer of prisoners with a view to collecting in differ- 
ent jails the classes of prisonei*s to whom the jiarticular routine laliour 
and educational facilities of each individual jail can with the most 
beneficial result be applied. 

11 a.m. 

Under the existing Jail Code there are very extensive directions 
for the classification of different types of prisoners, but the existing 
jails are mostly of such a pattern and there are so many different 
classes of convicts within jail, that it is imiH)ssible to make this segre- 
gation really effective, while little or no difference can l>e made in 
applying the routine. lalw)ur and general (conditions of work and living 
of the jail to the different (dasses. The nmtine of the jail for the 
young first offender is exactly the same as that for the hardetie<! crimi- 
nal with 10 rigorous imprisonments. True the one is classified A and 
the other B, but there the difference in treatment ends. It is difiicnilt 
to l)elieve that the same treatment will W e(|unlly successful in l>oth 
cni.ses. At present our classification is intended only to ensure the 
separation of one class from anoth(*r and no attempt at discriminatory 
treatment made when so sejwrated. As a matter of fact, owing to 
the construction of the jails, failure of adtHiuate sUi)ers’ision and collec- 
tion of so many types of prisoners within a single jail the separation 
is not always effective. Special treatment and different types of laWur 
for eveiT different tvi>e of prisoner in each jail is of cx>urse a practical 
impossibility. The solution seems to lie in the collection of different 
broad types of prisoners in separate jails and the provision of routines 
suitable for those types in the jails to which they are allotted. Again 
in the jails themselves better facilities for segregation should be pro- 
vided by means of smaller sleeping w'ards accommo<lation and better 
designed work places. Such a system could not of course be worked 
unless the superintendents have better assistance in studying indivi- 
dual cases with a view to placing the prisoner in the c^^rrect criminal 
classification. 

While speaking of the segregation and classific4ition of prisoners 
it is curious to note how few people have commented on the fact that 
while awaiting trial, hardened criminals, first offenders, old men and 
young boys are to be found in the same under-trial ward, in which 
there are generally no facilities for segregation whatsoever. They are 
givma no employment and have nothing to do but sit and eat and talk 
day after day and are very often in association with convicted prisoners 
doing menial duties of convict officers. It would seem that arrange- 
ments are very desirable for ensuring that contamination of the 
innocent does not take place among prisoners awaiting trial. 
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Ont?e we have got our pnsaner» properly classified on grounds based 
on the degrees aind kind of criminality and allotted to the jails moM 
snitable to treat them, and once we have got in those jails an adequate, 
trained and educated staff it is possible to introduce the successful in- 
troduction of moral instruction, education, the teaching of suitable 
crafts and trades, the building up of physique and character and the 
real reformative treatment of the criminal. 

The following motions were called but not moved ; — 

Mr 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: That the demand of 

Bs. 33,62,000 under the head ‘ 25.--Jail8 and convict settleuiunts » l>e 
reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the general policy of the adminis- 
tration).” 

Bibu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: That the demand of 

Rs. 33,62,000 under the head ‘ 25. — Jails and convict settlements 
(Reserved) ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the general policy 
of administration).” 

The H0fi*ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; Sir, I shall 
begin with motion No. 442, the motion which stands in the name of 
Sri jut Rndha Gohinda Roy. From the remarks made by the mover, 
I would hove expected that it would be moved under a token cut, but 
his cut was one for Rs. 50,000. He made various suggestions, some 
of them helpful others not so for improving the jail administration. 
But how is it possible to improve the jail administration with 
Rs. 60,000 cut down? I do not object to the discussion because there 
are other motions on token cuts intended to raise a general discus- 
sion. There is one very important point made by Srijut Radha 
Gobinda Ray, as also by other speakers, namely, that unless persons 
who are entrusted with jail administration are good, it is impossible 
to improve the administration of the Jail Department. I thoroughly 
agree with that general observation, and with that end in view we 
have already begun with the warders and improved their salary. 
But it must be admitted that we are not starting on a clean slate. 
We cannot summarily dismiss the existing warders and it is a 
question of time to get improved warders. But far more important 
than the warders of the Jails Department is the case of the super- 
vising authority, who are the brains behind the administration. 
There also we have got our existing jailors who are recruited from 
deputy jailors, and I can assure the House that the Inspector-General 
of Prisons will take every precaution to get the best possible material 
for deputy jailors. It will no doubt be necessary to remember that 
the improvement in the jail administration must take time, but a 
beginning has been made. 
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It suggested by one of the speakers that training schools 

should be established. That is also one of the suggestions of the 
Pearsall Committee. We are investigating that question, but I must 
frankly admit that as a result of preliminary investigation we have 
found that the cost would be large, because it is not merely the 
creation of a training school but it is a question of adding a large 
number to the existing staff. A portion of the staff will have to be 
taken away for training and they must be replaced by others. We 
are not blind to the necessity of training schools although financial 
difficulties may stand in our way. 

A number of suggestions have been made about after«care associa- 
tions. I would remind the House of the fact, of which I believe the 
House is aware, that the administration of the after-care associations 
has been transferred, and in my opinion rightly transferred, to the 
Education Department. The criticism of some members that the 
jail authorities are not trusted by prisoners may be very natural, and 
from that point of view it is better that after-care associations and 
the administration of the reformatory schools and certain aspects of 
the Bengal Children Act should be in another department. From 
the Ist Ajjril, 11128, we have given effect to the suggestion almut 
transfer from the Jail Deimrtnient, and the afteiM-are associations are 
now under the Education Department, and, therefore, there is no 
provision for them in my budget. Beyond saying that every co- 
operation is given by the Jail Dej)artment to the Education Depart- 
ment, I need not go further into the matter. 

I will next take up one special point made by Babu Nagendiu 
Nath Sen in his motion No. 445. It is suggested that religious 
scruples of prisoners as to dining are not respected in the jails and 
that facilities for the observance of religious rites are not allowed, 
I would remind the mover that the Jail Code provide for the separa- 
tion of the higher and lower castes where caste prejudices are strong, 
and in point of fact in many cases that is done. In practice in most 
jails separate cooking sheds for Hindus and Muhammadans exist and 
the lower castes also often placed in separate groups. The cooks are 
selected from Brahmans and other higher castes and in some jails there 
are separate dining places. But I admit that there are a number of 
jails where for want of money we have not been able to provide for 

satisfactory dining sheds, but this year we have been able to get a 

larger sum of money for our minor grants and I hope it will be 

possible to do something in this respect in some of the jails. 

It has also been suggested that facilities are not given for religious 
rites. I am not aware whether in a particular case a prisoner was 
refused to practise bofki fide religious observances, but if such cases 
exist they may be brought to the notice of the Inspector-General of 
Prisons. I am told by many responsible memben of this House,. 
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some of them who take their seat on the Swarajist benches^ thet in 
some of the jails every attention is paid to allow prisoners to observe 
hona fiffe religious rites. But it is quite possible that in an adminis- 
tration containing about 13,000 prisoners there may be exceptions. 

Then it in suggested by Babu Nagendra Nath Sen that a messing 
system may be introduced. It does not require much consideration 
to arrive at the conclusion that if one seriously attempts to introduce 
a messing system, the result will be the opposite of what Babu 
Nagendra Nath Sen desires. Take the case of short-term prisoners 
who are in the jails for a very short period and of the hardened 
criminals under the suggested messing system. The position of the 
short-term prisoners will be very much worse under the theoretical 
suggestion which Mr. Sen has put forward. Babu Nagendra Nath 
Sen says why should not there be separate groups among the 
Bengalees, Oriyu, Sikhs and others. The jail jmpulation is a 
fluctuating population and the cook sheds are limited. If we have to 
introduce a number of cook sheds not only for the prisoners belonging 
to the different provinces but for prisoners belonging to different 
status in society and to different castes, the position will be anything 
but satisfactory, it will perhaps lead to chaos. 

11-15 a.m. 

But, Sir, although the messing system is not practical politics, yet 
with the help of effective supervising staff and with the help of 
visiting committees improvements have l)een made, and I am 
assured by prominent non-officials that so far as the two jails in 
Calcutta are concerned, the improvement has been very satisfactory. 
About some of the mufassal jails I have heard reports of improve- 
ment; about others I have heard criticisms, but it will be helpful if 
in a particular jail there are matters which can be legitimately 
criticised, such criticisms 81*6 brought to the notice of the Inspector- 
General of Prisons. And I take this opportunity of saying that, as 
the present Inspector-General of Prisons is going away for good, a 
more humane administrator of jails, who is guided by the m^ 
modern methods of jail administration, it may be difficult to finin 
That is not only my opinion, formed in the few months of my con- 
nection with the (fcpartment, but that is the oipnion of many promi- 
nent non-officials, some of whom hove inside knowledge of jails. 

Babu Promotha Nath Banerjee has spoken about the extension of 
the system of providing mosquito curtains to the prisoners. We have 
provided mosquito curtains to prisoners in, I believe, one jail, and we 
are considering their introduction to some of the other jails. In the 
mean time we have referred tbe question to Dr. Bentley, the Director 
of Public Health, because it is a question as to what maximum bene- 
fit you can get for the health of the prisoners if you spend a oertaiB 
sum of money. Mosquito curtains will no doubt leesen attadm of 
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malar^ but mosquito curtains for 13,000 prisoners will be an expen- 
sive biksmess, not only with regard to capital expenditure, but 
also with regard to recurring expenditure, and we have to find out, 
given a certain amount of money, what is the best way of getting 
-the most effective results. This question is under the consideration of 
the Public Health Department, but apart from that we have mosquito 
curtains in one jail and we are considering the extension of the system, 
although certain real difficulties have been pointed out by the jail 
.authorities. Those difficulties we have to consider. 

With regard to the criticisms of Rai Satyendra Nath Roy 
€houdhuri Bahadur mostly relate to certain matters which are no 
longer the immediate concern of this department. The Juvenile Jail 
is under the Education Department. A Borstal School, however, has 
recently been established in Bankura and I think that is a move in 
ihe right direction. As regards Reformatory s(‘hool8, these are also 
under the Education Department. Therefore, I submit, Sir, a large 
number of points raised by Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhuri 
Bahadur do not really arise under this demand, although I assure the 
Rai Bahadur that so far as this department is concerned, we are 
quite willing to act in harmony with the Education Department and 
outsiders who take interest in after-care associations. These, Sir, are 
all the motions. I may conclude by saying that in spite of financial 
difficulties we are trying to do our best, and although we are not able 
to do all that we would like to do, it is not only because of financial 
difficulties, but also for other practical difficulties. Some of the 
sugge.stions put forward will require larger jails. That is a question 
which will take time even if we had the money. Lands will have to 
be acquired, suitable sites will have to be selected, and until the jails 
are actually built we cannot put the prisoners there. These are 
points which will have to be looked into, and I suggest that as the 
object of these cuts is to draw the attention of Government, and as 
that object has been attained, the hon^ble movers will withdraw their 
motions. 

The motion of Srijut Radha Gobinda Ray was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


•■aiwrif , Dr. FramatMuiatli. 

SaiwrlM. Bafeii ersmstlM Nath. 

Mm», DaDH Dtjay Xrisiiiia. 
*niMiaraYarli, Baka Jatinira caandra. 
DiMittarita, Srtiat Dijay Kumar. 

Das ftapta, Or. 4. M. 

Datta, DaDa Ahliil Oliandra. 

Mt, DOka taml Kumar. 
gUgii^ Oaka AaMnadra Natk. 

D api a , ID'. Sagmk Cka a dra . 

'Naeaib MMkdal. 


AYIt. 

■oitra, Srijat JafMidra Natk. 
eaf Okaaikari, Mr. Ranjlt. 
Nakmaii, Maaivi Skamaai^ 

Ray, Or. Kaauitf Saiiliar. 

Nay, trijat Nadka OaMada. 
Nay, Dr. Oidkaa Okandra. 

Nay, Mr. O. N, 

Ray, Mr. Kirwi Saakar. 

Ray Okaadkari, M Bakadar 
Natk. 

•arkar, Baka Nallairaajaa. 


Krifm. 
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^•iMirJya eiMiiidliiiri, HalMirftja tiimii 

Kmt. 

Afial, aiaiifvi tyvtf HulMUiiiMi. 

AluuiuMi, mrnuM KatlmMiii. 

AkaiMl. KIlAli lA N i At i f MavM liMMiiM. 
tlair, Mr. J. 9L 

OlHiiiiAiiri, KIimi tMmtmr Mavlvi 

ChaiMlAiMi, Nawftb MliMiir 

•AiykI Nawftto AH, Khan lahatfar. 
Clarh, Mr. I. A. 

Cth«n, Mr. 0. J. 

Oath, Mr. A. a. 

DrummanA, Mr. 4, 0. 

Forrttttr, Mr. 4. Campbtll. 

Fyft, Mr. 4, H. 

OhMt, Mr. M. C. 

Ohoth Maufik, Mr. tatytndra Chamira. 
Ohuinavi, Alhadj Sir AhAtlktrim. 

Ouha, Mr. F. N. 

Q«imtr, Mr. 0. W. 

Hahibullah, Nawah Khwaja. 

Hogg, Mr. 0. F. 

Hatalfi, Nawah Mmhamif, Khan Oahadur. 
Muq, Khan Kahadar Maulti KkramuL 
Hutaln, Khan Kahadar Manivi tytd 
Maqbul. 


Nwttain, Maalvt Utafat. 
dtnhtai. Or. W. A. 

Kgriai, Maidin Abdni. 

Katam, Mamvi Abal. 

Khan, Khan KaMO Mautvi Mitauain AIL 
Khag, MaaUti TbMitaddiii. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 

Magwira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Hit Hon'Mt Mr. A. 

MaHin, Mr. 0. t. 

Mittar, tbt Hon'Mt Sir FrovaMi Ohandtr. 
Mobarty, tha Hon'Ma Mr. A. N. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. c. 

Ordiah, Mr. 4. E. 

Frantiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-. 

Ray, Kabu Nagandra Narayan. 

Roaa, Mr. 0. F. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Fraaad tingh. 

•arkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mohan. 
StaiHaton, Mr. H. K. 

Tata, Major Oanaral Oodfray. 

Thomaa, Mr. H. w. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Wordaworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 24 and the Noes 49 the following motion was 
lost : — 

“ That the demand of Hs. .13,62,000 under the head ‘ 25— Jails 
and convict settlements (Reserved) ’ be reduced by Rs. 50,000.” 


raaaiDaMT! Four other motions were moved under this 
head. The movers gave different reasons and I would put them 
separately and read out the reasons given in each case. 

The following motions of Srijut Nagendra Nath Sen were then 
put and lost: — 

■■ That the demand of Rs. 33,62,000 under the head ‘ 25.— Jails 
and convict settlements ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (on the ground that 
religious scruples of prisoners us to dining are not respected in the 
jails, and that facilities for performing rites are not allowed).” 

That the demand of Rs. 83,62,000 under the head ‘ 25.— Jaila 
and convict settlements ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to 
the fact titat messing system should be introduced in the jails wher^ 
prisoners may tiun themselvea into groups and manage their own 
food).” 



DEMANDS FOR GRANIN. 





TW motion of Baba Promotba Natb Banorjee was then put and 
a dmnran taken with the following xesult: — 


AYU. 


AfiMl, MMilvi tjfMl WHammaA. 

AH— laAi Maiilvi AaiaHiMiii. 

AlMMMtfn «AVl*i KMiniMIll. 

Mfilii, MA« A aii m eiiAilirA. 

•wMrJ^ Dr. (PrawHitlMibatA. 

•aiMrjM, Mbu FramatlM Natli. 

Maty BaAv lajay KritiiiuL 
ClMiiravarti, Babu Jacimlra Cbandra. 
ChattarjM, trijat Bijay Kuaiar. 
CBaatfliuri, Kban Baliadar Maalvi 
Haiiar BaJHiian. 

CfioiMiattry, Maulvi KkartiMM! Alam. 

Dst Qttpta, Dr. 4. M. 

Oatta, Babb A kbit Obandra. 

Oatty Baba Baral Kaaiar. 

Bbaait, Baba Amartiidra Natb. 

Oapta, Mr. docMb Cbandra. 

Haaaa, Kaai Bandadal. 


HMMia, Kban Babadar Maalvi Byad 

KaHaHy Maalvi Abdal. 

Kasaai, Maalvi Abal. 

Khaa, Maalvi Tamixaidia. 

Lala, Baba Sarada Krlpa. 

Maiti, Baba Mabaadra Natb. 

Maitra, trijat dataadra Natb. 
bal Obaadbari, Mr. Naajit. 

Raaf, Maalvi tyad Abdar. 

Ray, Or. Kaaiad Saakar. 

Rbyi trliat Radba Oabiada. 

Ray, Or. Bidban Obaadra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa Baabar. 

Ray Cbaadbari, Ral Babadar Batyaadra 
Natb. 

Barkar, Baba Naliairaajaa. 
tan, Brijat NafiAdra Natb. 


NOES. 


Aoharjya Cbaadbari, Mabaraja Bbaabi 
Kama. 

Abawd, Kban Babadar Maalvi fmaduddln. 
Blair, Mr. d. R. 

Cataallt, Mr. A. 

CbaudbaH, tba Han’Wf Nawab Babadar 
Balyid Navrab All, Kban Babadar. 
Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cabtn, Mr. D. d. 

Datb, Mr. A. d. 

Dramiaond, Mr. d. 0. 

FarrttUr, Mr. d. Campbvll. 

Fyfa, Mr. d. N. 

BbdM, Mr. M. C. 

Obatb Maalik, Mr. Baiyrndra Cbandra. 
Ohaxfiavi, AlbadJ Sir Abdvikarini. 

Oaba, Mr. F. N. 

Camar, Mr. C. W. 

Habiballab, Nawab Kbwaja. 

Hobb, Mr. O. F. 

Hataln, Nawab Mutbarruf, Kban Babadar. 
Had, Kban Babadar Maalvi Kkramwl, 


HuMain, Maulvi Latafai. 
danhins. Or. W. A. 

Kban, Kban Babib Maulvi Muaxiam AII» 
Lamb, Mr. T. 

MaBuirt, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tbe Han^Ma Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. S. 

Mittar, tba Han’bla Bir Fravatb Obundar. 
Mabarly, tba Han'Ma Mr. A. N. 

Mukarji, Mr. B. C. 

Ordiab, Mr. d. B. 

Frantl^ Mr. W. O. R. 

Rabman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, Babu Burandra Natb. 

Rata, Mr. 0. F. 

Ray, Mr. Bijay Fraaad BinBb. 

Barkar, Rai Babib Rabat! Maban. 

Tata, Majar Oanaral Oadfray. 

Tbamat, Mr. N. W. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. N. d. 

Wardtwartb, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 34 and the Noes 42 the following motion wbb 
lost: — 

That the demand of Rs. 33,62,000 under the head * 26. — Jail» 
and conyict settlements * be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss about supply'- 
ing mosquito curtains to prisoners).'’ 

11-30 a.m. 

The following motion of Rai Satyendra Nath Roy Choudhurt 
Bahadur was then put and lost : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 33,62,000 under the head ‘ 25. — Jaila 
and convict settlements ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss co-ordinatioik 
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of Jail Department with other allied branches, defect in snpervision, 
and construction, arrangement, etc., its reorganisation, segreg^ticm 
and classification of criminals).'' 

Mft PRESIDENTS The maximum time limit, so far as this 
particular demand for grant is concerned, is not yet reached, and I 
might remind the House that the main demand is still open to 
discussion. 

Babu BEdOY KRISHNA BOSEs I will only say a few words with 
regard to this particular demand. I would not have taken up the 
time of this Council at this stage but I am emboldened to say a few 
words in view of the remarks made by the Hon'ble Sir Provash Chunder 
M it ter, that he would be only too glad to have criticisms on the jail 
administration and such criticisms might be communicated to him 
as well as to the Inspector-General of Prisons. But before I say any- 
thing on a special subject under this head I join with my friend the 
Hon'ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter in saying a few words of praise 
of the Inspector-General of Prisons, Lieut. -Colonel Hamilton. In the 
course of my close acquaintance with him I have found that like all 
medical men he is veiy^ humane and kind to prisoners and he has all 
the instincts of a gentleman of the medical profession. He is not a 
mere jailor. This is the last occasion when we are discussing the 
budget in which he is the Inspector-General, I join with Sir Provswh 
in saying a few' words of praise for what he has done especially in 
regard to Borstal institutions, yvith which I am closely connected. 

One subject to which I had drawn the attention of the proper 
authorities in this House and to which I would like to draw the atten- 
tion of the Hon'ble Member now is with regard to the special class 
prisoners. Now-a-days individual cases receive the attention of the 
authorities when they are brought to the notice of the Hon’ble 
Member or the Inspector-General of Prisons, whereas in the matter of 
Europeans, as I said on a former occasion, they are alw^ays treated 
as special class prisoners. Any one visiting any of the big jails has 
eeen how', for the accommodation of cue or two European prisoners, 
a big slice of iht jail compound is set apart and nice gardens are 
provided. In the Presidency Jail at present I believe there are one 
or two Europeans; for them an establishment is kept; a place is set 
apart and a nice beautiful house is provided for their accommodation. 
As a matter of fact the inmates of these houses seldom live in such 
beautiful houses outside. So also is the case with the central jails. 
Why should not rules made for special class prisoners be extended 
to Indians belonging to the respectable classes? The policy of Gk)veni- 
mmit now-a-daysl is a repressive one and if it is a repressive one, and 
the rumour is that Government are going to adopt a repressive policy, 
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and geitlemen of very good social position and standing in life and 
education may be thrown into the prison; in no case are they in any 
respect inferior to the European inmates of these jails. 

With regard to the people belonging to the hhadralok cla8s-~or 
education and good social status— they are not treated as speiial class 
prisoners unless the Member-in-charge is good enough to order it. I 
urge upon the Hon’ble Member to frame rules, during the time the Jail 
Department is under his charge, by which ipso facto, jteople of the 
hhadralok class and political prisoners who may be dragged into 
prison may be treated as special class prisoners in the matter of diet 
and accommodation and so forth. I specially invite the attention of 
the Hon’ble Member to this point and hope that l^efore the next 
budget is discussed here some such rules will be framed. 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: 1 have tried to 
give adequate answers to all the points that have been actually raised 
in the various token cuts because I had the time and opportunity 
to consider the questions. But the last {K)int raised by Mr. B. K, 
Bose was one about which I had no notice. I am afraid therefore it 
will not be right for me to give any answer one way or the other 
beyond saying that what has fallen from him will be duly considered. 

The maximum time-limit having been reached, the motion that 
a sum of Rs. 32,62,000 be gianted for expenditure under the head 
<< 25.— Jails and convict settlements ** was put and a division taken 
with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Aehsrjya OMiidhuri, Maliaraia fHatlii 
Ktnu. 

Afzal, MiHlvi MHhammaA. 

ANamul, Maylvi KMiru4din. 

AhMMl, Khan tahadur Maulvl Kmaduddin. 
■lair, Mr. J. R. 
eaaaalls, Mr. A. 

ChaMdhHri, Khan Rahadar Maulvl 
HaAiar Rahnian. 

ChaudhuH, tha Han’hia Nawab iahadur 
•aiyid Naarab All, Khan Raliadur. 
Olarh, Mr. I. k. 

Oahtn, Mr. D. 4. 

DaMi, Mr. A. 4, 

Dnunmaad, Mr. J. O. 

Faraaui, Khan Iahadur K. ■. M. 

Parravtar, Mr. tl. Camaball. 

Pyfa, Mr. d. H. 

Ehaaa, Mr. M. C. 

ahaah Haalifc. Mr. Mtyaadra Ohaadra. 
Ohanavi, AHiadJ Sir Abdalharim. 

•aha, Mr. P. N. 

Oaraar, Mr. 0. W. 

Hahihaiiah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Nao. Mr. 0. P. 

Hah, Khaa Baliadar Maaivi Ehraaiat. 
Naaabh KAaa Bahadur Maulvl tyad 
Maahirt. 


dankiaa, Or. W. A. 

Karim, Maulvl Abdul. 

Katam, Maulvl AbuL 

Khan, Khan Bahlb Maulvl Muauam All. 
Khan, Maulvl Tamiiuddin. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 

Masuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Nan'Ma Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. t. 

Mittvr, tha Nan'Ma Sir Pravaah Chundar. 
Mabarly, tha Nan'Ma Mr. A. N. 

Mufcarji, Mr. S. C. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar Sria Chandra. 
Ordiah, Mr. d. ■. 

Ormanil, Mr. ■. C. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Mr. b. P. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Raaa, Mr. O. p. 

Ray, Mr. Bijay Praaad Stnffc. 

•arliar, Rai Sahib Rabat} Mahan. 

•attar, Khan Bahadur Abdua. 
tuplaian, Mr. N. I. 

Tata, Malar Oanaral Oadfray. 

Thamaa, Mr. N. W. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twjraam, Mr. N. d. 

War d a wa r t h, Mr. W. C. 


Husaaln, Mauivi utafat. 
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A06 


'••itlii, takv Rmum CluifNira. 

Or. framatliaiMitli. 

OAfMrjM. BtlNi Promatlia Natk. 

•aMi, Oakv taai Mkar. 
mof, labu Otjoy Krishna. 
Chakravarti, Oabu Jofintfra ChaiNira. 
Chattsriss, trijut Kijay Kirniar. 

Oas Oapta, Or. J. M. 

OatU, Oaba Akhil Chandra. 

Oatt, tabu taral Kamar. 

Qhsis, baba Amarsndra Nath. 


Qapta, Mr. dsNish Chandra. 
Nanas, Kasi Imdadal. 

Haiti, iaba Mahandra Nath. 
Maitia, trijat Js g sndra Nath. 
Pal Ohaadhari, Mr. flanlit. 
Ray, Or. Kamad Sanhar. 

Nay, trijat Nadha Oabinda. 
Nay, Or. Oidhan Chandra. 

Nay, Mr. O. N. 

Nay, Mr. Kiran tanfcar. 
tan, trijat Nagsndra Nath. 


The Ayes being 53 and the Noes 22 the motion was carried, 


11-45 a.m. 


26.— Polioc. 

The Hon’lllo Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 1,94,55,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “ 26— 
Police.*' 

Brijilt RADHA GOBINDA RAY: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 2,47,000 under the head ** 26 A. — Presidency Police — 
Superintendence " be reduced by Rs. 35,000. 

Sir, in moving this motion I shall say a very few words. From 
the motion you will see that the sum I have proposed to cut is a 
very modest one and it can safely be deducted from the total sum of 
Rs. 2,4<,000 without incurring any loss in efficiency of the Presidency 
Police, and the sum thus saved can very well be utilised in the depart- 
ments which are starved. In this connection I do not wish to criticise 
the Calcutta Police, but I would only ask the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly 
one question and that is whether the Hon'ble Member sincerely means 
business and is he sincerely desirous of curtailing the expenditure by 
following the sane and sober policy of retrenchment. Is it not possi- 
ble to curtail thi budget by this small sum ? If constructive suirges- 
iions oflFered by us be not accepted, then I do not think we should 
offer any such suggestions. With these words I beg to commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House 

Tim Mf. A. N. MOBERLYs The mover of this motion 

has chosen rather an unfortunate item for his attempted cut, because 
I notice that our budget estimate for “ Superintendence " for 1929-30 
is less than the Actuals for 1927-28, and much less than the budget 
for 1928-29. I think that the fact that the figures are decreasing is 
sufficient to show that we do mean business in keeping the expendi- 
ture as low as possible. I oppose the motion. 
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Tkf ft^owing motion was called but not moved: — 

•iiWI NALINIRANMN BARKER: < That the demand of 
Its. 2,47,000 under the head ‘26A. — Preesidency Police — Superinten- 
dence ’ be reduced by Rs. 101 (to criticise the general policy of 
auperintendence) . ’ ’ 

Babii dOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI; I beg to move 
^hat the demand of Rs. 4,80,000 undei the head “ 26 A. — Presidency 
Police — Sergeants ** be reduced by Rs. 1,00,000. 

We have just now heard the Hon’ble Member-in-charge in reply- 
ing to the motion of my friend, Babu Radha Gobinda Ray, to say that 
in comparison with the figures for 1926-27 and 1927-28 the expendi- 
ture under the head that was attempted to be reduced has been 
decreased. I will for one moment ask the hon'ble members to look 
^t the budget figures under the head which is the subject matter of 
my motion, namely, the pay of the sergeants. In 1927-28 it was 
Rs. 3,28,000 and odd; in 1928-29 Rs. 3,50,000; in 1928-29 (revised 
budget) Rs. 3,80,000 and in 1929-30 it is Rs. 4,80,000; so there has 
been a big jump from 1928-29 to 1929-30 by a lakh of rupees. We 
all know how these figures have been arrived at. We are aware of 
the fact that the pay of the sergeants has been considerably increased, 
and when we look at the figures a little more closely we find that for 
about 198 sergeants the increase amounts to a lakh of rupees. 
Roughly, therefore, it is about Rs. 5(M) per head in the pay of 
sergeants. Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly has assured us over 
and over again that everv' item of expenditure in the budget is very 
minutely scrutinised by him and that he has always a sharp eye 
towards economy. I ask if this is the result of his attempt to 
•economise expenditure under the head “ Presidency Police. When 
we look at the number of officers, constables and assistant sub- 
inspectors and so on under Calcutta Police, we find that there are 56 
inspectors, 190 sub-inspectors, 484 assistant 8ub-inspe(;tors and 3,483 
•constables; and besides these we have got 198 sergeants. Members 
of the House will remember that when this matter was the subject- 
matter of a special motion in one of the sessions last year, we managed 
^o throw out the demand for increase in salaries in the salary of 
*aergeant8 and constables. Well, Sir, we remember that this was an 
item which was reinstated by the powers of certification and we 
-are again asked to vote this demand of Rs. 1,00,000 for increase in 
the salary of sergeants. The reason that was given at that time by 
the Hon’ble Member-in-charge for increasing the salary of the 
sergeants was that the pay that was being paid to the sergeants 
was not sufficient to induce people to remain in service. Therefore 
*it was thought that it was necessary to increase their pny* 
1 am not aware of the nature of the work that these sergeants are 
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expected to do in Calcutta, because I do not happen to be a pennanent 
resident of Calcutta. Those gentlemen who remain in Calcutta per- 
manently will perhaps be able to give a better idea as to what work 
these sergeants really do in the matter of the protection of lives* 
and properties of the citisens of Calcutta. So far as I have been 
able to notice, we find them standing in street comers and during the 
Council sessions we find half a dozen of them are deputed here who 
take their stand at the doors. Whatever work they do, if it is really 
found necessary to give them increased pay, my point is that it may 
perhaps be found possible to diminish their numbers. It does not 
seem that we require 198 sergeants for Caioutta and my complaint 
is solely due to the fact that this is an unjust and inequitable 
expenditure of the tax-payers’ money. Therefore, I ask the members* 
of this House to take into their consideration these points and then 
to decide as to whether they will be prepared to vote for this extra 
amount of a lakh of rupees for 198 sergeants. With these words I 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Balm BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: My friend Mr. Chakravarti haa 
just now said that as he is not a permanent resident of Calcutta, he 
does not know what are the duties of the sergeants, and he expected 
that men like myself who live in Calcutta would be able to say some- 
thing about the duties of the sergeants. In August last when this 
subject was discussed, I said a good many things about the duties 
of the sergeants, and I do not want to reiterate what I said on the 
last occasion. But having regard to the way in which the sergeanta 
move about in the streets of Calcutta and do their duty, I am verily 
reminded of the words of the poet — 

“ Pride in their port, defiance in their eye 
I see the lords of human kind pass by.” 

12 noon. 

This is my impression about the sergeants of Calcutta. They are 
of the lords of human kind. If they get an opportunity of breaking* 
the heads of men living in the town, they will probably only be too* 
glad to do so. But, Sir, apart from this, it seems to me that thia 
matter having been decided by the Council on the last occasion, whenf 
we refused to increase the pay of the sergeants — ^and His Excellesicy 
the Governor had to certify the amount — it is an insult to the House 
to call upon it again to vote for the amount for increased salaries. 
Do the sergeants deseiwe this increment or not? It has been said^ 
by my friend, Mr, Chakravarti, that there are about 198 sergeants. 
If I am not mistaken. Sir, the full complement of sergeants now in 
the Calcutta Poliee is 250. Of these 260 sergeants, about 15 or 20 
are attached to the different police stations in Calcutta. The remain- 
der, namely, about 230 to 235, are attached to headquarters at Lall 
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Baiar^ If yon look at the duties of tkese sergeants, yon will find 
that dl these 15 or 20 sergeants, who are attached to the different 
police stations in Calcutta, have got to do the duties of thana oflicerSy 
whereas the 230 or 235 sergeants, who are posted at Lall Basar, have 
to woric only for eight hours a day. The Indian inspectors, sub- 
inspectors and assistant sub-inspectors are supposed to work for 24 
hours a day. They have to attend to their duties at any time during 
the night or day; as a matter of fact, they are on duty for 24 hours. 
Compare with this the eight hours’ work which the 230 or 235 
sergeants have got to do during the course of the day. Then, look 
at the difference in treatment that is meted out to the sergeants and 
the Indian officers. We are asked to give increased salaries to the 
sergeants. Why should we give them increased salaries? Look at 
their kit. What a huge waste of money there is in their kit and 
clothing. The rules for the supply of kit are violated almost every 
day. There is a particular contractor who has been supplying cloth- 
ing to the Police for a long time past. And what clothing and uni- 
form one could get for Rs. 8 in the market, this particular favourite 
contractor charges double from the Police! Is there nobody to check 
this waste? Why is this allowed to go on year after year? Aa 
regards the uniform of the sergeants — I speak subject to correction 
— they get 12 suits per year, that is one suit per month; while the 
Indian officers are given only six suits a year. The inspectors and 
sub-inspectors are supposed to be superior officers of the sergeants; 
and while the sergeants get one set of uniform each month, his* 
Indian superior officer gets one set of uniform every two months. 
W’ith regard to the topee — the head-dress — we know what decent 
topees the sergeants wear. The Indian officers are given one topee 
every 3 years, whereas the sergeants can get one at any time in the 
year. The Indian officers are not human beings; they are only black- 
skinned superior officers of the white-skinned sergeants, and so they 
get one topee everj' three years. Next, look at the shoes which cost 
Rs. 14 a pair. The sergeants get one pair every six months. In 
our schooldays, Sir, when we found that our shoes were not wearing 
out sufficiently quickly, we used to rip them open with a penknife 
so as to get a new pair of shoes from our parents; but now that we 
have to purchase our own shoes, we want to wear each pair of shoes- 
for three years at least. The Indian officers get n pair of shoes 
every IJ years. The sergeant works eight hours a day and gets a 
pair of shoes every six months, whereas his Indian suj>erior officer, 
working 24 hours, gets only one pair ewery li years. 

Then, Sir, from the year 1927, inspectors have been given kit at 
the rate of Rs. 60 per year, the sub-inspeotors at Rs. 50 and the 
sergeants at Rs. 90. This is very good and humane treatment indeed f 
Then, there are also other small matters snch as waterproofs, etc* 
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Wlien these Indian officers complain about the inyidione treatment 
that they receire they are told to go to their maternal uncles, the 
Swarajists in the Bengal Legislative Council. {Mr. D. N. Rot; 
Why maternal uncle P) My friend asks why maternal uncle; all 
right, let it be paternal uncle if he so chooses. The sergeants get 
£ne black waterproofs. It is supposed that the waterproofs of the 
inspectors would be diferent from the coarse ones of the parawdUu, 
Inspectors and sub-inspectors are given coarse waterproofs once in 
three years, while sergeants are given fine black waterproofs every 
year. 

Then, as regards another matter. There is a poor-box collection. 
Theie is no law under which a Magistrate or a police officer can ask 
anyone to pay to the poor-box. I should like to know how the money 
from this poor-box fund is distributed. I said in August last that 
there was a strong case for the appointment of a mixed committee 
to enquire into the working of the Calcutta Police. Well, is there 
anyone here who can challenge me when I say that the money from 
the poor-box^ is made over to sergeants and their families for travel- 
ling expenses to go to the Kalimpong Homes and to Shillong? I 
should like to have a contradiction from the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department. I should like to see the accounts 
as to how this money is disbursed. That is how the sergeants are 
treated. I gave other facts on another occasion, and I do not want 
to go over the same grounds. But, recently, I have been going 
through the Annual Report of the Excise Dpj)artment, and I find 
that the scale of pay in 1905 in the Calcutta Police for sub-inspectors 
was Rs, 125 — 140 — 150 — 175. At that time, the sergeants’ pay was 
Rs. 90—5 — 130. In 1909, the scale of pay for sub-insj>ectors remained 
the same, whereas the pay of the sergeants was raised to Rs. 100 — 
5/2 — 160. In 1919, the scale of pay for sulvinspectors remained the 
same, a single pice extra was not given to them in 14 years, whereas 
the scale of pay of the sergeants was raised to Rs. 125 — 5/2 — 175. 
In 1920, the scale of pay for sub-inspectors was raised to Rs. 150 — 
5/2 — ^200, whereas the scale of pay for sergeants was again raised to 
Rs. 160 — 5/2 — ^200; therefore, in 1920 the scale of pay of sergeants 
and sub-inspectors became the same; but in 1928, though the pay of 
the sub-inspectora remained the same as it was in 1920, the pay of 
the sergeants has been raised to Rs. 200 — 5/2 — ^250, that is to 50 per 
cent, more than the pay of the superior officers. 

Now, Sir, the Excise inspectors are recruited from the same class 
of people as the sub-inspectors of the Calcutta Police, namely, graduates 
and undergraduates. The former scale of the Excise inspectors was 
Its. 100— 125— 15(^175---200--225--250; the present scale of pay is 
Rs. 150 (first year of pi^bation), then Rs. 175 (second year of probn- 
iUm)y then Rs. 200 (on confirmation), then it rises by a triennial 
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increlKMUit of Bs. 25 to Rs. 350, and then it rises by a biennial incre- 
ment el Bs. 25 to Rs. 400, with an el&ciency bar at Rs. 450. There- 
fore, men of the same status in life, men of the same position in 
society, and with the same qualifications, get a maximum of Rs. 200 
in the Calcutta Police, and a maximum of Rs. 450 in the Excise 
Department, with a chance of further promotion, if they can pass 
the efficiency bar at Bs. 450. The sergeants’ pay, as I have shown, 
has also been increased periodically. I submit, Sir, that no case 
has been made out for any increase in the pay of the sergeants, though 
I have made out a case for an increase in the pay of the inspectors 
and sub-inspectors of the Calcutta Police. As this Council rejected 
on the 2nd of August last the proposal to Thcrease the pay of the 
sergeants, I hope it will have the moral courage once again to vote 
for my motion, though this includes also the increase in the pay of 
the head constables. 

1 want to mention another matter in this connection. It was said 
in last August that no Bengali could be obtained for appointment 
as constables or head constables. I know the reason why Bengalis 
do not come forward for appointment to these posts. If the Hon’ble 
Mr. Moberly will come with me to the Calcutta Polo Club grounds, 
at the Eilenborough Course, where Sir Charles Tegart is an influential 
member, he will find the new recruits from Dullunda House working 
as coolies on the turf. I submit, Sir, that no Bengali would do this 
sort of dirty work. I can show the Hon’ble Meml)er recruits under- 
going training in the Calcutta Police employed as malis, before they 
are permanently appointed as constables, working in the gardens of 
European officers of the Calcutta Police. This is the reason why 
you cannot get Bengalis for the lower ranks of the Calcutta Police, 
and why you have to take in Hindustanis for the purpose. They have 
come here for their bread, and they are made to do anything they are 
asked to do. 

With these words, Sir, I submit that no case has been made out 
for the increase in the pay of the sergeants of the Calcutta Police. 

Mr. 4 . CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Mr. President, Sir, the 
mention of the word ** sergeant ” brings vividly to my memory the 
riots of 1926, when the whole city was thrown into a state of chaos 
and it seemed, as it were, that vultures had descended in the various 
parts of the city and were seeking to rend with their talons the flesh 
and blood of their victims. Sir, a small band of people set oul from 
the Central Municipal Office in two motor-cars to see if they could 
pour oil on troubled waters. Now, in this band were represented 
Hindus, Muhammadans, Marwaris and Europeans. It went with a 
peaceful object, and the leader of that band was Mr. Sen Gupta. I 
will not go into the harassing scenes we witnessed on our rounds* 
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We went wherever there was disturbance, and 1 cannot but express 
my admiration for those men — and especially for the leader, Mr. Sen 
Gupta — all of whom practically took their lives into their hands, as 
passions were roused to a very high pitch. We were surrounded time 
after time by the crowd — we were practically right in the midst of the 
riots — and, Sir, wherever we went, there were the sergeants doing their 
duty with wonderful tact, diplomacy and restraint, and generally 
exercising a soothing and restraining influence. They received 
nothing but praise from everyone of that party. Even those who 
opposed the increase in their salaries on previous occasions — and who 
will no doubt oppose them again on the next occasion their salaries 
come up before this Council — had nothing but praise for them. 

Well, Sir, at the present time, when there is a great deal of labour 
unrest — when the attitude of labour is uncertain — strikes may break 
out at any time both in Indian and European concerns, and quickly 
develop into riots. Whenever this happens, who are the people whose 
assistance is asked for first P It is these European sergeants. Sir, 
we must encourage this type of men. They are the real backbone 
of the police force, and they have got the confidence of the public, 
and it is only right that they should be encouraged. If you do not 
give them adequate pay and comfortable conditions of living, you 
will have a great deal of desertions and resignations. 


12-16 p.m. 


This class of men is wanted for Calcutta on account of the unrest 
and on account of the increased traffic. I have nothing but admira- 
tion for them. Here in Calcutta the traffic conditions that you find 
are worse than anywhere in the world. We have here bullock carts, 
buffalo carts, tikka gharries and motor cars, the drivers of which 
are more or less ignorant and do not understand the traffic problem. 
Sir, these men whose pay you want to cut, control this traffic. I 
would impress upon the House that these men should not only have 
an increase of pay, but there should also be an increase in their staff. 

There is another point. Some mention has been made about a 
few extra pairs of boots being given to the sergeants. It is heads 
that count here not boots. Feet you can always get, but heads that 
can be used is more important. I think it must be agreed that the 
sergeants' heads are the most useful in controlling law and order. 
I want this House to be impressed with the fact that in times ut 
great trouble persons on whom the people will depend for holding 
the balance even iq communal riots are these sergeants who have got 
the confidence of both the communities. 

With these words I strongly object to a cut being made in their 
pay. 
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ill Mr. A. N« MOiAftLYl Sir, 1 wn gUd that Mr. Camp- 

bell Forrester has reminded the House about the riots in Calcutta in 
192&. At the time of those riots it was found that the staff of sergeants 
was inadequate and assistance had to be obtained from the military. 
The Government of India were not prepared to give us permanent 
assistance, and it was necessary, therefore, to increase the staff of 
sergeants. At that time this Council was duly grateful for the work 
which had been done by the sergeants. Since 1926 Calcutta has been 
free from serious rioting, but members may not realise that the reason 
for this freedom is not that the causes which contributed to the riots 
of 1926 are absent, but that dispositions can now be made which cause 
the forces of disorder to think twice before they invite a conffict with 
the police. Mr. Prentice pointed out last rains the reasons why he 
had to ask for higher pay for the sergeants. It has been pointed out 
that the actuals in 1927-28 were comparatively small. The reason for 
that is that we could not get the men. As Mr. Prentice pointed out, 
the Commanding Officers of regiments warned their men against service 
in Calcutta because the pay and conditions offered were not sufficient 
to ensure them a decent livelihood. If we want sergeants of the type 
which we have learnt that Calcutta expects, we must offer them the 
pay which is now being provided. Otherwise we cannot get them. 
I do not think I need say much about the work of the sergeants. 
If they did nothing at all except during the occasion of riots and 
threatened riots, I think we should probably have to keep them; but 
they have a great deal more to do than that, for example in the way 
of traffic control in a city where, as has already been pointed out, 
traffic control is peculiarly difficult. 

Mr. B. K. Bose has said that there are 250 sergeants. I do not 
know his authority but I can only find that we have made provisions 
for 211. He raised the question of clothing charges. This question 
has not been raised before, and I have not examined the details as 
regards the items of clothing supplied to different ranks. But I notice 
that we are budgeting for a smaller sum for clothing charges in 
1929-30 than we spent in 1927-28 or than we asked for in 1928-29. At 
any rate there is no increase there. 

Then Mr. Bose has spoken about the pay of the sub-inspectors. 
Well, Sir, I am not prepared to say one way or the other before going 
deeply into the question as to whether the pay of the sub-inspectors 
should or should not be increased. But there is this difference between 
the sub-inspectors and the sergeants and constables. We can get sub- 
inspectors for their present pay but we could not get sergeants or 
constables. 

We are always being assailed about the sise of the Police budget. 
If we ask for an extra few lakhs for an increase in the pay of the 
sub-inspectors we shall be met with a howl about the pampered ’’ 
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police. I therefore sympathise with Mr. Bose’s enggestioiL that the 
sub-inspectors should get more pay, but 1 cannot commit Goremment 
to raising this question just at present. 

The last point raised by Mr. Bose was about the poor-box. I am 
sorry to say I had no notice of this. I know nothing about the poor- 
box, from where the money is got or how it is spent. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid 1 did not put motion No. 455. I 
put that motion now. 

The motion of Srijut Radha Gobinda Ray was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Togendra Chandra Chakravarti was then put 
and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 

Gupta, Mr. JagMh Ctiamlra. 
HaeiMi Kaii Emdadul. 

Maiti, aabu Malmidra Nath. 
Moitra, Irijut Jogandra Nath, 
Natkar, Gabu Ham Chandra. 
Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit. 
rahman, Mauivi Azizur. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Srijut Radha Gobinda. 
Ray, Dr. lidhan Chandra. 
Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 
Sarkar, Gabu Naliniranjan. 
San, Srijut Nagandra Nath. 


NOEE. 


Altamad, Mauivi Aaimuddin. 

Gagahi, Gabu Ramaa Chandra. 
Ganarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

Ganarjaa. Gabu Pramatha Nath. 

Gaou, Gabu Saal Sakhar. 

Gatu, Mr. P. c. 

Giawaa, Gabu Surandra Nath. 

Gaaa, Gabu Gajay Krishna. 
Chakraburtty, Gabu Jatindra Nath. 
Chakravarti, Gabu Jagindra Chandra. 
Ohattarjaa, Srijut Gijay Kumar. 

Das Gupta, Or. 4 . M. 

Oatta, Gabu Akhil Chandra. 

Outi, Gabu Saral Kumar. 

Ghasi, Gabu Amartndra Nath. 


Asharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shashi 
Kanta. 

Afzal, Mauivi Sysd Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Kasiruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Gahadur Mauivi Emaduddin 
Glair, Mr. J. R. 

Cassalls, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Gahadur Mauivi 
HaGzar Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, tha Hun'bla Nawab Gahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Gahadur. 
Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oahan, Mr. o. d, 

Oash, Mr. A. d. 

Orummand, Mr. d. E. 

Paragui, Khan Gahadur K. G. M. 
Parraatar, Mr. d. Oampball 
Pyfa, Mr. d. N. 

Ghaaa, Mr. M. G* 

Ghttinavi, AlhadJ Sir Abdalkarim. 

GuiMt Mr. P. N. 

Qumar, Mr. C. W. 

Habibwitali, Nawab Khwaja. 

Nagua, Khan Gahadur Mauivi Aaizut. 
Magg, Mr. G. P. 

Maa ain , Nawab MuSha rr u f , Kban Gahad ur. 


Hussain, Mauivi Latafat. 
dtnkina, Or. W. A. 

Khan, Mauivi Tamizuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, the Han*bla Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. S. 

McCluskia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Hun’bla Sir Pravaah Chundar. 
Mabarly, tha Han’bla Mr. A. N. 

Mukarji, Mr. S. C. 

Ordish, Mr. d. E. 

Ormond, Mr. S. C. 

PhWp, Mr. d. Y. 

Prantlaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Ray, Gabu Surandra Nath. 

Rasa, Mr. a P. 

Ray, Mr. Gijay Praaad Singh. 

Sattar, Khan Gahadur Abdua. 
tiaplatan, Mr. N. E. 

Tata, Malar GanaraJ Gadfray. 

Thamaa, Mr. N. W. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. d. . . 

Wardpuarth, Mr. W. G. 


The Ayes being 29 End the Noes 49, the motion was lost. 
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Tife following motions were called but not motred : — 

iflHI NALINIRANdAN SARKER: That the demand of 
Rs. 31,86,000 under the head * 26A. — Presidency Police — Calcutta 
Police * be reduced by Rs. 3,66,000.** 

Mautvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: *^That the demand of Rs. 41,950 
under the head ‘26 A. — Presidency Police — Charges under the Calcutta 
Hackney Carriage Act of 1919 * be reduced by Rs. 35,576.** 

Srijut RADHA COBINDA RAY: Thai the demand of Rs. 5,14,800 
under the head ‘ 26A. — Presidency Police — Port Police ‘ he reduced by 
Rs. 90,000.** 

Mr. 8. C. B08E: “That the demand of Rs. 5,14,800 under the head 
‘ 26A. — Presidency Police — Port Police * be reduced by Rs. 100 (to 
criticise the control of the Government and general administration of 
the Calcutta Port Trusts).** 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: We can have one discussion on motions 
Nos. 464 to 469. 

Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD moved that the demand of 
Rs. 41,16,250 under the head “ 26A. — Presidency Police ’* be reduced 
by Rs. 31,74,144. 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is aa 
follows : — 

“ In other civilised countries the duties of the police are to look 
to the convenience and inconvenience, good or otherwise, of the people,, 
to find out whether the people have food and cloth, to conduct men 
who have lost their way to their destination, to enquire if poor people 
when they are ill have medicine and diet and when they have not to 
bring the matter to the notice of Government for redress. 

But in our country the duties of the police are to keep watch on 
the attempt a man may make for improvement, on people’s efforts to 
organise themselves and on adverse criticism in any quarter against 
Government’s • policy. 

There are peasants and labourers in our country whom Government 
have not given franchise, who have no elected representatives hi the 
Council and who are behind other classes of people in education, culture 
and prosperity. There is indeed none to help them to improve, their 
lot. When any gentleman, any well-wisher of these peasants and 
labourers tries to improve their lot, Government immediately put » 
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«top to all activities by means of repressive policy. We know wbat 
the gentlemen whom the police arrested in Calcutta three or four days 
back had done. We know that they were sincere friends of the poor, 
they were not evi]>doers. By arresting them the police have placed a 
serious obstacle in the path of the improvement of the peasants and 
labourers. No sensible man can help protesting against this reprehen* 
sible policy of Government. I am asked not to say an3rthing against 
Government because this is a demand for the police. But by police I 
understand Government and by Government I understand the police. 
Government spend for the police more money than they spend for 
other departments, they put implicit faith in the police and have given 
them unlimited powers. Such unlimited powers have not been given 
to any other department. I am asked to confine my remarks to the 
Presidency Police. I shall do so. 

We have always told Government that as the result of giving such 
unlimited powers to 'the police the country is severely suffering from 
oppression by them and Government too have become unpopular. If 
Government do not remedy this state of things without delay the 
country will prepare for rising against Government. 

If men are obstructed in working for their food and cloth and if 
ihey actually see their family suffering from want of food and cloth, 
is it in human power to put up with such a state of things? Nearly 
half the population of the country is on the way to death but Govern- 
ment do not pay any attention to this. Government increase police 
expenditure every year and give them various facilities without pay- 
ing any heed to protests. The people will not put up long with this 
injustice and oppression. Their eyes will open and ihen the police 
would not be able to save Government.'* 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA; That the demand of 
Bs. 41,16,250 under the head * 26A. — Presidency Police * be reduced by 
Bs. 9,42,106 (the amount in excess over the actuals of 1927-28)." 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: That the demand of 
Bs. 41,16,260 under the head ‘26A. — Presidency Police' be reduced by 
Bs. 9,00,000." 

Babu BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Bs. 41,16,250 under the head “ 26A. — Presidency Police " 
be reduced by Bs. 5^00,000. In doing so I am oppressed by a feeling 
of despondency. In this Council we are wasting our time in ueeless 
discussions and uaeless divisions. I could have as well said what I 
wanted to say on' the maidan outside this House. Who are listening 
to our speeches? Wha are going to be convinced by facts and figures? 
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divuion Ml rings, in rushM tL« members te vote nooord- 
ing td Mrtain (Ur^tions, and not convinced by the facte and figima 
we give. I do no't find even five or six European or Muhammadan 
members listening to the debate. 


PRESIDENT* I am afraid I cannot allow you to cast reflec- 
tions on the character or proceedings of this House. 

BSbu BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: I am casting no reflection. I 
say it is useless to discuss this budget if they do not hear our argu- 
mentSy but vote according to their own inclinations. This Police 
budget is a very important budget, and, Sir, there is hardly any 
quorum to listen to the debate. We are mere automatons to carry out 
certain policy here. With regard io this demand, the first thing that 
strikes one after a perusal of the budget is, as my friend said just now, 
that most of the money is being spent on the police, and this amount 
always shows a tendency to in/Tease, while the amounts spent on other 
subjects such as Education, Sanitation, etc., do not show any such 
tendency. If you look at the Presidency Police demand, you will find 
that in the year 1922-23, when the Retrenchment Committee was ap- 
pointed, the expenditure under this head was Es. 31,81,160. In 1924 
the Retrenchment Committee reported that in the Presidency Police 
alone there was scope for a reduction of Rs. 8,13,500. So that taking 
the budget figure of 1923 and taking the recommendation of the 
Retrenchment Committee, the next year’s (1924-26) figure should have 
been somewhere near Rs. 23,00,000. But that year the amount was 
increased to Rs. 32,62,543. Then, Sir, in 1927-28 there was a further 
increase to Rs. 33,55,529, and in the estimates for the coming year I 
find that the Presidency Police demand is for Rs. 42,82,000. That is 
to say, as is explained at page 60 of the red book, the next year’s 
estimate is higher by Rs. 5,26,000. From this you deduct Rs. 21,000 
for the weigh-bridge in the Public Vehicles Department office and you 
deduct Rs. 19,000 as the net expenses of the police in the King George’s 
dock. You will find that the balance of Rs. 4,86,000 of the increased 
expenditure is almost entirely due to increased rates of pay of the 
sergeants of the police force. Well, Sir, we discussed this subject 
before, and in spite of our protest the Government automatically had 
a victory and therefore I am not going to enter into this matter again. 

With regard to the other increases under Presidency Police, I find 
at page 59 of the red book that a provision of Rs. 1,56,000 has lieen 
made for the construction of quarters for married officers. 

Tht Hmfbk Mr. A. N. MOBERLYi Sir, it would save time if I 
pointed out at this stage that this does not come under ** 26. — Police.” 
It comes under ” Civil Works.” 


n 



4IS DEMANDS FOB GBANTS. [23s]> Mjik. 

Hft PRfilDENT: I think the member referred to that incidentally, 
because that is not his point as indicated by the ter^is of the motion 
itself. He should not labour that point any further. 

Babii BEdOY KRISHNA BOSEs My point is that in the Police 
Department one expects that the police officers will put up in the police 
quarters. 

12-45 p.m. 

May I ask what is the reason that for the last ten years the 
General Traffic Manager of the Eastein Bengal Bailway has been 
putting up at the police headquarters at Lai Bazar in premises con- 
structed with money voted by this Council for the police? Is any 
amount of rent taken from him? Perhaps nothing of the kind. Any- 
body who pays a visit to the headquarters will see that a non-police 
officer is living there in premises built for police officers. 

Then, Sir, with regard to this sum of Bs. 41,16,250 going to be 
spent next year — apart from the increase in the pay of sergeants and 
other officers — my point is that I find in it a giadual increase of 
nearly Bs. 12 lakhs within the last ten years. If we compare the 
money spent with the amount of work put forth by the whole Police 
Department the difference will be very great. I was reading the other 
day the Administration Beport of the Calcutta Police and I found that 
there are only 5,639 officers and men in the force. Apart from petty 
cases of theft and burglary I found that the whole force — so I find 
from the report — had investigated only 44 important cases in Calcutta, 
t.e., there were 30 coining cases, 16 dacoity cases, 2 of murder and 
12 cases of robbery. All other cases are: theft cases, 1,438; burglary 
cases, 306; cases under section 441 of the Criminal Procedure Code, 
130. These are petty cases which should have been investigated by 
head constables. And this force of 5,639, for whom we are going 
to vote this large sum w'ere responsible for sending up only 44 import- 
ant cases! And there were 759 cases under the Motor Vehicles 
Department. Sir, much has been said by Mr. Campbell Forrester 
about the traffic duties of the police. Anybody connected with the 
criminal courts very well knows that most of these cases are not cases 
of accident but cases of a petty nature involving a violation of the 
rules, blowing of horns, proceeding at a gieat speed, putting out of 
back lights and so forth. Therefore, Sir, this huge amount of Bs. 42 
lakhs is going to be spent on a force of 5,639 men and officers who 
do very little of investigation work. 

Sir, it has been said that in cases of rioting and labour disputes 
and so forth, it is necessary to call out the sergeants. But this seldom 
hap{iens and even when such things happen, I do submit that sergeants 
ehould not be retained as part of the permanent force. I submit that 
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mueli#l tlie work that ia to be done by officers for whom we are asked 
to vote this sum can be done by Indian officers. It cannot be said that 
Indian Deputy Commissioners and Assistant Commissioners of Police 
are not capable of quelling these riots when they take place. There 
is nothing in the fact so often said that as soon as sergeants are called 
out, the disturbances are brought under control and put a stop to. 
The Indian officers are quite capable of coping with these disturbances 
if they are given an opportunity. Therefore I submit that this motion 
should be accepted although I am afraid it will not be. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: * That the demand of 
Be. 41,16,250 under the head ‘ 26A. — Presidency Police * be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to diSi’Uss the heavy expenditure).** 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLYS I admit that there is a large 

increase in the budget estimate of the Presidency Police for the year 
1929-30; that increase is solely due to the increased pay of establish- 
ment. We discussed the question of sergeants just now. The question 
of constables was also put before the Council in great detail by 
Mr. Prentice last July. Perhaps I need not go into that very deeply 
again as my friends on the other side have not gone very deeply into 
it. Actually we could not get constables at the price we were offering, 
so we had to offer a price at which we hoped to be able to get them. 

Apart from the pay of establishment our budget for 1929-30 is 
a few thousand rupees less than the actuals of 1927-28. I think that 
shows that we have done our best to keep expenditure down. 

The next point that was raised was the matter of crime. I am 
glad to say that there has been a very substantial decrease in robberies, 
for which the people of Calcutta should be thankful, but murder, 
dacHiity and robbery are not the only items. The police as a matter 
of fact sent up for trial in 1927 — the latest year for which I have 
statistics handy — no fewer than 135,588 persons of whom the courts 
convicted rather over 90 per cent. 

My last point is as regards numbers. On occasions on which the 
peace of Calcutta is threatened, on the occasions of the larger festivals, 
the entire police force is in the streets of Calcutta practically from 
morning to night and they have had to be reinforced by the Eastern 
Frontier Rifles who are not intended for work in Calcutta. I am 
afraid I cannot see my way to accepting any reduction either in 
personnel or in pay. I oppose these motions. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 41,16,250 under the head 
** 26A. — Presidency Police " be reduced by Rs, 31,74,144 was put 
and lost. 
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The motion that the demand of Re. 41,16,250 under the head 
“ 26A. — Presidency Police be reduced by Rs. 5,00,000 was then 
put and a division taken with the followiniar result : — 


AYES. 

BakM AMatMiam 
BupU, Mr. JegMli OkaiMIra. 
HeqiM, Kaxi ImMiil. 

Maiti, Baba MalMmlra Natb. 
Haitra, trijut Jagtiidra Nath. 
Nathtr, Baton Haai CtoanBra. 
eal ChoiMIliuri, Mr. Ranjit. 
Ray, Or. Kumud tankar. 
Ray, tHjut Radtoa Batoi n d a . 
Ray, Or. Bidhan Ohaadra. 
Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 
•arkar, Baton Naliniranjan. 
•an, trijttt Naeandra Nath. 


NOES. 


Batahl, Batov Ramaa Chandra. 
Banarjaa, Or. Rramathanath. 

Banarjaa. Baton Rramatha Nath. 

Baan, Batov tati takhar. 

Batv, Mr. e. C. 

Bitwaa, Batov tvrandra Nath. 

Bata, Batov Bajay Kriahna. 

Baaa. Mr. t. C. 

Ghakratovrtty, Batov Jatindra Nath. 
Ohakravarti, Batov dagindra Chandra. 
Ghattorjaa, trilvt Bijay Kvmar. 

Oaa BunU, Or. d. M. 

Oatta, Batov Akhil Chandra. 

Ovtt, Batov taral Kvmar. 


Aaharjya Chaudhvri, Maharaja thaahi 

Kanu. 

Afial, Mauivi tyad Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Kaairuddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Bmadiiddin. 
Blair, Mr. d. R. 

Oaaaalla, Mr. A. 

Chaudhvri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 

Hatxar Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han*bla Nawato Bahadur 

taiyid Nawato All, Khan Bahadur. 
Chaudhury, Mauivi Kharahad Alam. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Oahan, Mr. 0. 4 . 

Oath, Mr. A. d. 

Orummand, Mr. d. B. 

Faraqui, Khan Bahadur K. B. M. 

Farraatar, Mr. d. CamBtoatl. 

Fyfa, Mr. d. H. 

Bhaaa, Mr. M. C. 

Bhaah Maullk, Mr. tatyandra Chandra. 
Bhuinavi, AlhadJ Sir Abdalkarim. 
Baanka, Rai Bahadur Badridaa. 

Buha, Mr. P. N. 

Ovmar, Mr. C. W. 

Natoibullah, Nawato Khwaja. 

Haqua, Khan Bahh in r Mauivi Axiiul. 
NaBB, Mr. B. F. 

Haaain, Nawato Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Hvaain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi tyad 
Maqtoul. 

Huatain, Mauivi LaUfat. 
dankina, Or. W. A. 


Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Khan, Mauivi Tamiiuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raiavr Rahman. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 

Maguira, Mr. k. T. 

Marr, the HanHla Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. t. 

MaCluakia, Mr. E. T. 

Mittar, tha Handle tir Pravaah Chundar, 
Mabarly, tha Han*bla Mr. A. N. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Handy, MaharaJ Kumar Sria Chandra. 
Ordiah, Mr. d. E. 

Ormand, Mr. E. C. 

Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rauf, Mauivi tyad Atodur. 

Ray, Batou turandra Nath. 

Raia, Mr. 0. F. 

Ray, Mr. Bljay Praaad tingh. 

•arkar, Rai tahib Ratoati Mahan. 

•attar, Khan Bahadur Abdua. 

•attar, Mr. Abdaal Raxak Hajaa Atodaal. 
•Inha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra 

Narayan. 

•taplatan, Mr. H. E. 

•uhrawardy, Mr. H. t. 

Tata, Majar Banaral Badfray. 

Thamaa, Mr. N. W. 

Tnavara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynavfi, Mr. N. d. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes beiag 28 and the Noes 61 the motion was lost. 


1 p.m. 

Mr. PREtlDENT4 I propose that motions Nos. 470 and 471 be 
discussed together, although I shall put them separately. 
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MIb RAOHA GORIHDA RAY: I beg to move tkat tbe demand 
of Ba* 1,61,700 under the head 26B. — Superintendence ** be reduced 
by Be* 26,000. 

Sir, in this conne(!tion I would like to point out to this House not 
by any detailed criticisms but by a superficial analysis of the figures 
that have been put in the budget estimate. The huge amount that is 
spent on this department ran very easily be reduced. From the budget 
estimate we find that there are six officers, vi*., one Inspector- 
General and five Deputy Insiiectors-General — Inspector^eneral on a 
pay of Rs. 2,750 , four Deputy Inspect ors-General on Rs. 2,160 and one 
on Rs. 1,960. The duty of these offic'ers are well known to the members 
of this House. These officers have certainly very important func- 
tions to perform, because they are in charge of the whole department 
of Police administration which, in the words of my friend Maulvi 
Asimuddin Ahamad, is practically the Government of this 
province. But the poor head constables get only Rs. 33 
per month and constables Re. 24 only. Then for travelling 
allowancee of these officers we find Rs. 1,400 under the voted 
head, and Rs. 14,000 under the non-voted. It seems they 
are not in a position to spend this sum from their salaries, and as a 
matter of fact no officer of Government is allowed to spend anything 
in the way of travelling expenses from his own pocket. Moreover, 
the cost of passage granted under the Superior Civil Services Rules, 
1924 (non-voted) amounts to Rs. 7,100. So we find that this huge 
sum is spent for the upkeep of a department, which, though I must 
say, is necessary can be very well maintained at a lesser cost, if 
we are sincerely desinms of curtailing expenditure. I have given 
many modest motions for cuHailment not with the object of criticis- 
ing the particular department, but w*ith the object of pointing out 
that if our suggestions for retrenchment are sincerely accepted, there 
is a way of effecting reti*enchment, even if the ideal of present Gov- 
ernment be not changed. I say there is ample scope for retrench- 
ment. But, Sir, the officials do not want retrenchment sincerely. I 
revert to the old story and repeat that the Govemment officials who 
have been ordained to rule over this country are not sympathetic 
towards us and are not sincerely conwious of the extremely horrible 
distress which the people have to suffer. Therefore T think that a 
detailed criticism of the figures will serve no useful puriwse. In 
the year 1927, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri pointed out to the 
members of this House by a systematic quotation from the figures of 
Bombay, Madras and the United Provinces that the money spent by 
these provincial Governments in the matter of superintendence was 
much less than the money spent here in Bengal, and he has syste- 
matically criticised that from whatever angle of viaion we may con- 
sider the question the Government of Bengal is not justified in any 
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way in keeping bo many officers — Inspector^General/ Deputy lAi^pec* 
tors-General and other gazetted officers for snperintendence. So there 
is ample scope for retrenchment. With these few words I request, 
in the name of the poor people of Bengal, the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly 
to take our suggestions and exhortations in whatever light he may 
take and curtail this item of expenditure and spend the money in 
relieving the distress of the poor people. If that is done, this Gov- 
ernment will be in a position to rule over us for several years. But 
if the Government goes on neglecting the members of this Council 
who represent the feelings of the people outside, then I may tell you, 
Sir, that the day of reckoning will soon come and it will have to 
pay very severely for its jmlicy. With these words, I commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 


Bibu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: ^ That the demand of 
Rs. 1,61,700 under the head ‘26B. — Superintendence' be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to criticise the general policy of superintendence)." 


Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE spoke in Bengali in support 
of the motion moved by Srijut Eadha Gobinda Ray. 


Mr> Pi Cl BABU: I l)eg to supjwrt the motion of Babu Radha 
Gobinda Ray. Sir, in this connection I will just refer you to the rapid 
increase in expenditure under this head in this province from the year 
1913 to the year 1928-29. I shall just refer to a report which has been 
published by Mr. J. N. Gupta, a member of the Indian Civil Service 
since retired. At page 17 of the report I find that in the year 1913-14 
the expenditure in Bengal, so far as the Police Department is con- 
cerned, amounted only to Rs. 94,71,081. In the year of grace 1928-29 
the expenditure on the Police Department has increased more than 
double; and we find now the estimate placed at Rs. 1,94,65,000. The 
figures show how the expenditure on the department has developed dur- 
ing the last decade. I may tell you. Sir, that Calcutta alone swallows 
up a sum of nearly Rs. 40 lakhs although it does not pay 


Tbt Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: On a point of order, Sir. We 
are now discussing the head of " superintendence " in the Bengal 
Police. 


Mr. PREBIOENTl^'I take your remarks as introductory. You will 
now confine 3 rourself to the head — Sux>erintendence." 
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Calcutta which pays not a pice to the Police Department swallows 
Rs. 20 lakhs for its police while the revenue that is derived from 
Calcutta is taken by the Government of India. That is the reason 
why I have referred to it incidentally. 

With reference to this particular item, the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly 
pointed out that it refers only to the Superintendence, and I wish to 
confine myself to it. What really the superintendence over the Police 
Department should he? We all know that the duty of the police is 
the detection of crime. Is the police efficient in this direction? Do 
we find any detection of crimes? Is it not a fact that the police 
requires to be told that a crime has Wn committed by such and such a 
person, and then they will do the rest. This is the thing that has been 
going on ever since the department has been in existence. So far as the 
efficiency of the department is concerned, we have not got to say any- 
thing about it. What are they busy to look after? The other day I 
came to learn as to how a certain Superintendent of Police was busy 
with his duty of the detection of crime — ^he was very busy wdth his work 
in connection with the meetings for the boycott of foreign go(»ds. 
These are now tlie duties of a Superintendent of Police. I suppose in 
every district the Superintendent of Police and his department are 
mainly concerned with w’ork of such nature, and they al>solutely ignore 
their primary responsibility for the detection of crime, and the protec- 
tion of the people from such crimes. In fact they are busy with things 
that have no concern with the Police Department itself. 

Sir, T shall just refer to one or two things which I find in connetdion 
with this department. As my friend Babu Amarendra Nath Ghose has 
pointed out, it is a top-heavy administration. Although the Retrench- 
ment Committee recommended that there wras no necessitj' to have so 
many Inspectors-General and Deputy Inspectors-General still the Gov- 
emment has not yet thought fit to reduce the number of these officers ; 
they are rather on the increase. 

With these words I support the motion of Rrijut Radha Gobinda 
Ray. 

The Mr. A. N. MOBCRLY: Sir, I am grateful to the mover 

of this motion for his observation that the pay of the constables and 
head-constables is too small. I most sincerely hope that subsequent 
speakers will bear these observations in mind, and I think that will 
probably save us a good deal of time. 

AiS regards the other points, he dealt chiefly with the pay of 
officers of the Indian Police Service and their allowances. The pay 
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and allowances of the officers of the Indian Police 8el*vi<!ie are non- 
Toted and are fixed by the Secretary of State for India. I am afraid 
that whatever this House thinks about it we cannot help making pro- 
vision for these items in the budget according to the sanctioned scale. 

I do not propose to follow Mr. Basu very far in his discursive address. 
He has taught me one thing, and that is that the most important duty 
of the police is the detection of crime. I was surprised to hear that. 
I always understood that the most important part of police work was 
the prevention of crime. When he came to details, he talked about the 
Superintendent of Police. They come under a different head, and 
I do not propose to speak about them nom Finally, he said that 
instead of accepting the suggestions of the Retrenchment Committee 
that the number of Deputy Inspectors-General of Police should be 
reduced, we have increased them. At the time when the Bengal 
Retrenchme»nt Committee sat there were seven Deputy Inspectors- 
General of Police and this number was reduced to six. For a good 
many years past there have been six Deputy Inspectors-General and 
we consider that six are nece88ar>’. 

With these words I beg to oppose this motion. 

The motion of Sri jut Radha Gobinda Ray was then put and a divi- 
sion taken with the following result: — 


•titlii, tabii neniM Chantfra. 
■aiwr|««. laau rramotlia Nate. 

■atu, aaku tatl Sfkliar. 

■atu. Mr. P. C. 

■itwat, tabu turandra Natli. 

■oM, labu ■•iay Krithna. 

■att, Mr. t. C. 

Onakrabiirtty, taba Jatindra Nath. 
Chakravarti, tabu dogindra Chandra. 
Dat ttupta, Dr. 4. M. 

Oatta, Baba Akhil Chandra. 

Oatt, Babu taral Kumar. 

DhiM, Babu Amartndra Nath. 


AYES. 

Bupta, «r. JagMh Chandra. 
Nobua, flail Bmdadul. 

Main, BBBu MhlWfidra Nath. 
Natkw, Babu Htm Chandra. 
Bat Chaudhuri, Mr. Rahjit. 
Ray, Or. Kumud tankar. 
Ray, tnjut Radha Qobinda. 
Ray* Babu Manmatha Nath. 
Ray, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 
Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran tankar. 
tarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 


NOES. 


Aftal, Mautwi tyad Muhammad. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Emaduddin. 
Blair, Mr. 4. R. 

Oaatallt, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, tha Nan*bla Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 
Bhaudhury, Maulyi Kharthad Alam. 

Claili, Mr. I. Pk 
O u Ba h , Mr. O. J. 

Oath, Mr. A. J. 

Dru mm on d , Mr. J. O. 

Baraqui, Khan Bahadur K. Q. M. 

Barraatar, Mr. 4, CUiURball. 

Byia, Mr. d. N. 

Shaaa, Mr. M. 0. 

ih iih Muullk, Mr. tatyandra Chandra. 


Qhuinavi, AlhadJ Sir Abdalkariai. 
Qoanka, Rai Bahadur Badridaa. 

Buna, Mr. B. N. 

Qumar, Hr. C. W. 

Hahibunah, Naarab Khwaja. 

Haqua, Khan Bahadur MuuM Aiitul. 
Hass. Mr. B. B. 

Husain, Khan Bahadur Hauivi tyad 
Maahul. 

Huaaain, Mauivi Laufat 
dankina. Dr. W. A. 

Karim, MauHri Ahdul. 

Ktiun, Mauivi Tamiittddin. 

Khan, Mr. Rmanr Rahman. 

Lamh, Mr. T. 

Magutra, Hr. L. T. 
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Itoktrly^ tlM Mr. A. N. 

MwkiMfii, Mr. i. 0. 

Kaiitfy» Makaraj Kumar Sr it Ohandn. 
Orditl^ Mr. J. C. 

O r muadt Mr. K. C. 
pump, Mr. 4. Y. 

PrtnfiM, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Ray, Baku turtndra Nath. 

Rati, Mr. C. F. 

Roy, Mr. kijoy Pratad Singh. 


iarhar, Ral SaMk Rokati Makaa. 
tattar, Kkaa Rak a ^ Akiaa 
aattar, Mr. Abdoal Rank Na|aa Akdaal. 
Siaka, Raja Bahadur Bk apa adra 

Narayaa. 

ttaplotoii, Mr. M. B. 

Tata, Majar Oanaral Badfray. 

Thamat, Mr. H. W. 

Thampaan, Mr. W. N. 

Travart, Mr. W. I.. 

Twynam, Mr. H. J. 

Wcrdmrth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 25 and the Noes 54. the motion was lost. 


AdjouniRiBfit. 


The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Tuesday, the 26th 
March, 1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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PrMMdifigi of tho BongiU Logitlolivo Couneil mdmt tlii 

provitioiis of tte Covommoiit Of Indio Aid. 


The CouNcn. met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Cal- 
cutta, on Tuesday, the 26th March, 1929, at 3 p.m. 

Prosent: 

The Hon’ble the President (the Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath 
Ray Chaudhuri, of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon^ble Members 
of the Executive Council, and 97 nominated and elected members. 

Oath. 

The following member made an oath of his allegiance to the Crown : — 
Mr. W. S. Hopkyns, c.i.e., o.b.e. 

Starrod quostions 

(to which oral answero were given). 

Arreet of ex-dOtenu Monoranjan GiqiU at Boiwada. 

*96. Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether Ooveniment is aware of the arrest of ex-detenu Srijut 

Monoranjan Gupta under section 151, Criminal Procedure 
Code, at Bezwada (Madras) on the night of the 12th March, 
1929; 

(b) whether the arrest was made under the instructions (direct or 

indirect) of the Bengal Police of Bengal Government, as 
the oaoo may be; 

(o) if so, what is the reason thereof; 

(d) whether it is a fact that two Bengali O.I.D.’s shadowed Srijut 

Monoranjan Gupta during his journey and at Masulipatam 
actually subjected him to many questions ; 

(e) whether it is a fact that while on sick-bed, suffering from acute 

influenza, Srijut Monoranjan Gupta was airreeted at the 
dead of night and without any warrant; 

(/) whether it is a^ fact that Srijut Monoranjan Gupta was arrested 
without any chaiges being framed against him; 
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(g} whetlier it is a fact that the Superintemieiit af the Beswada 
Sub^ail at first refused Sri jut Monoranjan Gupta any supply 
of diet and bedding from outside ; 

(h) whether it is a fact that all the belongings of Srijut Monoranjan 

Gupta were searched and the copies of publications of his 
press and firms, ns also his other documents, were seised 
by the Police for which no list of seised articles was 
furnished ; 

(i) whether it is a fact that Srijut Monoranjan Gupta was not pro- 

duced before the Magistrate for bail until at 8-30 p.m, of 
the following night in spite of rei>eated requests made by 
the intending sureties; 

(j) whether the arrest of Srijut Monoranjan Gupta has any con- 

nexion with the passing of the Simon Commission vid 
Bezwada ; 

(k) whether the Bengal C.I.D. was consulted by the Madras O.I.D. 

prior to allowing bail to Srijut Monoranjan Gupta ; 

(l) if so, what reply or cpinion wis given by the Bengal C.I.D. ; 

and 

(m) whether it is a fact that the Madras Police has asked the 

Intelligence Branch of the Bengal O.I.D. to furnish them 
with Police report alK>ut Srijut Monoranjan Gui)ta in order 
to procee<l against him? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. A. N. Moberly): (a) Yes. A wire was received on March 12th, 
stating that Monoranjan Gupta had been arrested and asking if he was 
wanted. The services of a Bengali-knowing officer were also requested. 
In reply it was stated that Monoranjan Gupta was not wanted in Bengal 
and that an offirer c ould not be spared. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Not as far as this Government is aware. 

(e) to (j) Government have no information. 

(k) No. 

(l) Does not arise. 

(m) No. 

Mr. dOCEBN CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether Government have made any cfnquiries regard- 
ing the fact that two C.I.D. officers have been shadowing Srijut 
Monoranjan Gupta? 
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TfM H«ii*bl« Mr. A. N. MOtERLY: No, Sir. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state the reasons why Government have not enquired, after 
notice of this question was given? 


The Hon'Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: It is not a matter ^hich con- 
cerns this ProA’ince at all. We gave no orders that he should be 
shadowed. 


Civil suits to sot aside Umon Board olootions. 

*97. Babu JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of Department of Local Self-Government 
be pleased to state how many civil suits have been instituted for setting 
aside the election of members, and Presidents of Fnion Boards in 
Bengal in 1926-27 and 1928 P 

(h) In how many cases has the election been set aside P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment have spent any money in connection with these cases P 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state — 

(i) how much money has been spent for such cases; 

(if) for which party, plaintiff or defendant, the money was spent; 
and 

(mV) the result in each such caseP 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF.COVERN. 
MENT (the Noe’AMe Bir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) Twenty-four, 
excluding three suits instituted in 1925 and disposed of in 1926. 

(h) In four rases. 

(r) In five cases. 

(d) (i) Rs. 178-14-0. 

(ii) Defendants, 

(tit) In three^ cases the election was set aside, and in the other two 
the suit was dismissed, this being on compromise in one of these two 
oases. 
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Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: (a) With refer- 
ence to the reply given to my unstarred question No. 58 at the meeting 
of the Bengal Legislative Council held on the 18th February, 1924, 
will the Hon^ble Member in charge of the Department of Local Self- 
Government be pleased to state whether the Government are now in a 
position to state definitely as to when they will be able to introduce a 
Howrah Improvement Trust Bill in the Council? 

(b) If the Government ore not in a position to make a definite 
statement even now, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the 
reasons therefor? 

(c) Has the attention of the Hon*ble Meml>er been drawn to the 
official letter No. 12 T.M., dated the 8th September, 1927, from the 
Secretary, Ix)cal Self-Government Department, to the Commissioner of 
the Burdwan Division, intimating the desire of Government to confer 
with the representatives of the Municipal Commissioners of Howrah? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken by the 
Government in the matter? 

(e) If no action has yet been taken, will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of Government to 
hold the proposed conference? If so, when? 

The Hofi’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) to (e) It is 

proposed to convene a conference on the subject and n statement will 
be issued shortly. 

Tbe Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill, 1929. 

Niwab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I beg to pra. 
sent the report of the Select Committee on the Bengal (Rural) Primary 
Education Bill, 1929. 


Domandf for GranU. 


26.~-Poiioo. 


The following motion was called but not moved : — 

MlUiVi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: That the demand of Rs. 1,90,00C 
under the head * 26C.— District Executive Force— District Police- 
Pay of officers ’ be reduced by^ Rs. 100 (to discuss tbe system of recruit- 
ment and position of the Muslim community).’ 
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Bibu SARAL KUMAR DUTTS Sir, I be? to mov* that tho 
demand of Re. 1,90,000 under the head “ 26C.-Di8trict Executiye 

Force Pay of officers be reduced by Ee. 1 (to draw attention to the 

highhanded action of the police in connection with the recent exhibit 
tion affairs of 27th January, 1929, at Barisal, Bakarganj). 

Sir, I have already given my reason for moving this token cut. 
Every one of us here knows perfectly well that this Police Department 
is the most pampered department of the Government. It swallows 
nearly half of the total revenue and no other department is so very 
expensive. The proper justification of such a huge expenditure is 
based on the assumption that the most important function of the Gov- 
ernment, namely, preservation of law and order and protection of the 
life and property have been entrusted to this department. But in 
practice we find that instead of doing its proper duties, this depart- 
ment is more anxicus in the name of law and order to repress the 
peaceful and law-abiding people with the object of instilling into their 
minds an awful dread and unholy fear of this alien bureaucracy. 

In other countries, specially in England, the pcdice officers are so 
very popular and useful, that they command respect and trust of the 
people. It is respect and mutual trust that engenders a spirit of c<> 
operation and no real efficiency in police working can be obtained if 
public help and co-operation is not forthcoming. 

But the Police Department here has alienated the sympathies of the 
people by their highhanded conduct and well known “ zoolum.^' Brute 
force by itself without sympathetic co-operation from the public cannot 
maintain law* and order; and hence there is so much recrudescence of 
crimes and failure of detection. 

Sir, I am going here to narrate an incident which is not uncommon 
in this province — a story of police violence on some non-violent young 
men of Barisal on the 27th January last. An exhibition was being held 
there under the auspices of the District Magistrate and a handful of non- 
official gtoitlemen when a batch of young men, in obedience to u resolu- 
tion of the Students* As.sociation, went to the exhibition gate to persuade 
men not to take part in it. This annual exhibition affair organised by 
the District Magistrate in the mufassal towns of this province has been 
one of the clever moves of the bureaucracy to try to make an unpopular 
Government somewhat popular. The boys understood this fact and 
declared a boycott. Some of the young men, ignorant of law, lay dowm 
at the gate, and this was the provocation that gave the Barisal police 
a handle for repression, on a plea of improper obstruction of the traffic 
they began to beat the boys. They might have arrested those young men 
and made the way clear for the visitors, but instead of doing that they 
had recourse to violapoe and belaboured them with lathis. The Superin- 
tendent of Police, Mr, Colson, it is said walked rougl\shod over the boys 



DEMANDS FOE GRANTS. 


in 


and tnmpled them tinder feet. Another £tirox>ean eergeani, Pearson 
by name, emulated his master’s noble example and showed his ** British 
fibre ’* by asking his dog to come over the bodies of these non-violent 
young picketers. All honour to the boys who could keep non-violent in 
the face of gravest provocation. 

I put some questions in the last session of the Council in order to 
ascertain the real situation ; but the halting and hesitating nature of 
the replies removed my suspicion. The Hon’ble Mr. Moberly told us 
that Mr. Colson made his way through the boys just touching them as 
lightly as possible. But that light touch of his ammunition boots 
caused so many bruises and fractures. Ijet me read out an account of 
them. 

Sir, there is no exaggeration of the report — it rather sins on the side 
of caution. My leader, Mr. Sen Gupta, was present at the town and I 
hope he will bear testimony to the brutal conduct of the Barisal police. 
Every one of the boys was taken to him individually 20 minutes after 
the occurrence, when their wounds were shown. 

We know the police authorities will try to explain away this violence. 
They will say that the police applied just the amount of force neces- 
sary to disperse the crowd, and you will understand the meaning of that 
phrase ** just the amount of force.” Surely they applied maximum of 
force to put down the minimum offence and had it been a bit more, I 
am afraid, that would have meant loss of lives to so many young men 
of the town of Barisal. 

Sir, the Police Department at Barisal has lost all confidence of the 
public by their inefficiency and highhanded conduct, by their unneces- 
sary molestation of many innocent people and failure of detecting the 
real offenders. In the course of a year 1926-27, according to recent 
Police Administration Report, robbery has increased from 9 cases to 10^ 
burglary from 844 to 1,079, ri(d from 55 to 78, and murder from 33 to 
57. Four murders have been committed in the small town of Barisal 
of sq. miles area and the real culprits could not be traced— only the 
innocent and the law-abiding are being harassed and put to infinite 
ignominies. Sir, in these circumstances and in view of the above- 
mentioned facts I beg to recommend this motion for the consideration of 
the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I should like to know if the Hon’blo 
Mr. Moberly would like to reply to the various motions which come 
under the head ** 26C,” in one speech. 

TIm Hofl’Ma Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I would prefer to reply in 
one speech, if sufficient time is given to me. 
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Mr. PRCilOENT: I tliink it wauld sa^e quite a of time. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDOIN KHANi Sir, may I make one apeeck on 
ike next three motions standing in my name? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Tes. 

MiUlvi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: Sir, 1 beg to move the following 
motions which stand in my name : — 

( 1 ) that the demand of Rs. 6 , 20,000 under the head ** 126C. — 
District Executive Fortie — Police Force — Pay of Inspectors ** be 
reduced by Rs. 100; 

(2) that the demand of Rs. 20,10,000 under the head “ 26C.— 
District Executive Force — Police Force — Pay of Sub-Inspectors be 
reduced by Bs. 100 ; and 

(3) that the demand of Rs. 10,03,000 under the head “ 26C. — 
District Executive Force — Pay of Assistant Sub-Inspectors and Head 
Constables ” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, my object is to draw attention to the position of Muslims in 
the Police service, and the system of I'ecruitment in vogue. Now-a- 
days we hear a C 17 in many quarters that Muslims are shown undue 
favour in the matter of appointment in the public services. The 
Government also seems to think that it is doing all that is possible. 
The Muslim grievance on the other hand is that the community is 
not being given its just and proi>er share in most of these services. 
Amidst 'these opiK)site views, where does the truth lie? Is the Muslim 
community getting its just and proper share in any one of the services 
except in the apimintmeut of certain menials? What wdth the 
interested cry of “efficiency of the services,*’ “equal treatment to 
all,” and similar other slogans, the Muslim claim is not being given 
the recognition it deserves. 

So far as the Police service is concerned, the Mussalmans, I think 
have a very good past record in their favour. They are also education- 
ally up to the mark for being appointed in adequate numbers in this 
department. Yet we see that they are not only not being given their 
due shore but they are fast losing the ground that they have hither- 
to occupied. I shall try to show this from the manner in which 
inspectors, sub-inspectors and assistant sub-inspectors are recruited. 

First of all as to the inspectors, they are generally recruited 
by promotion from the post of sub-inspectors. During the 16 years 
from the reconstitution of this Province, t.e., from 1913 up to 1927, 
286 sub-inspector^ were promoted to the rank of inspectors and of tk^ 
248 were non-Moslenia* and only 37 were Muslims, that is, the Muslim 
representation was only 13 per cent. It may be said that no communal 
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cooaiitfation should come in in the matter of irt*omotion. I would 
not llAve complained if such consideration had not come in at all. 
It certainly comes, but comes throug^h the back door to the detriment 
of Muhammadans, imperceptible to the Government and to the eye 
of the public. These promotions are made on the recommendation 
of inspectors and on an examination of the record of their services 
kept by the inspectors, the bulk of whom are not supposed to be much 
in sympathy with their Muslim subordinates. That seems to be the 
genesis of the disaster to the Muslim community in respect of pro- 
motion to sub-inspectorships. I do not much blame the Government 
that seems to be more or less helpless in this matter. But cannot 
the Government devise some means for putting things right. The 
ultimate responsibility must rest with the Government. 

Secondly, I shall turn to the recruitment of sub-inspectors. Sub- 
inspectors are now recruited by direct appointment and promotion 
from the rank of assistant sub-inspectors in proportion of half 
and half. Before 1920 the system was different, the sub-inspectors 
being mostly if not all recruited by direct appointment. The appoint- 
ment of assistant sub-inspectors was created in 1920. Before 1920 
the Muhamadans used to get almost 50 per cent, of these appoint- 
ments. Since 1920 they have been getting scarcely a third. During 
the eight years from 1920 to 1927 altogether 139 8ub-iuspectoi*s were 
appointed by direct recruitment, and of these 68 were Muhammadans 
and 71 non-Muhamadans, /.e., almost half and half. But during the 
same period 192 appointments made by promotion from the rank of 
assistant sub-inspectors and of these, you will b« surprised to hear, 
only 25 were Muhammadans and 167 non-Muhammadans. That is, 
^luring this period more appointments were made by promotion than 
by direct recruitment, and the total number appointed according to 
both these methods was 331, of whom 238 were non-Muslims and only 
93 were Muslims, i.e., only 28 per cent, were Muslims. This shows 
that since 1920 the Muslims are fast losing ground in the number of 
sub-inspectors. 

Intimately connected with this question is the third point I want 
to raise, vtz.j the recruitment of assistant sub-inspectors and the 
position of Muslims. In the matter of promotion of assistant sub- 
inspectors to the rank of sub-inspectors the Muslims are most inade- 
<qaately represented owing to two reasons — (t) want of impartial 
aeleotion with which I have already dealt while discussing the question 
of promotion to inspectorships and (it) the number of Muslim assistant 
eub-inspectors out of whom half the number of sub-inspectors are' 
xecmited by promotion is very small. The last is one of the most 
eerions obstacles which prevent the number of Muslims coming up 
to a decent proportion in the Police service. May I ask the Hoii*ble 
Member-in-charge whether the Government proposes to remove this 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[2€th 


unmerited disability. It is too late in the day to say that a aufficienjt 
aumber of adequately qualihed Muslims are not available for appoint* 
ment as assistant 6ub>inspectors. My community can easily supply 
all the assistant sub-inspectors that the Government requires. I may 
cite one local example. At Faridpur last year there was a Muham- 
madan undergraduate amongst the candidates who received the 
district nomination for appointment as assistant sub-inspectors. 
Ultimately the Muhammadan undergraduate was rejected in favour 
of a non-Muhammadan who I hear was not even a matriculate. I do 
not make a grievance of this particular example. My point is that a 
sufficient number of qualified Muslims are available. Will the Govern- 
ment do anything or allow the ranks of Muhammadans in the Police 
service thin away as they have been doing since 1920 P 

BalMl ROMEB CHANDRA BAGCHI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,80,000 under the head “ 26C. — District Executive 
Force — Intelligence staff ’’ be refused. 

Sir, those who are aware of the state of affairs in our districts, know 
fully well that the officers of the District Intelligence staff are mainly 
employed in checking, or rather destroying, the legitimate political and 
social activities of the people. All energetic young men of a district are 
looked upon with suspicion by these officers, upon the reports of whom 
mainly depend the safety of their future career. It is not unknown to 
us how many innocent and brilliant lives have been blasted by the atten- 
tion they have received from these officers. So, we think that it is our 
duty to refuse this demand. 

Mauivi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: 1 beg to move — 

(1) that the demand of Rs. 3,30,000 under the head ** 26C. — 

District Executive Force — Clothing charges be reduced 
by Rs. 1,30,000; and 

(2) that the demand of Rs. 1,25,45,000 under the head “ 26C. — 

District Executive Force be reduced by Rs. 1,14,30,800.'^ 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as. 
follows : — 

“ Sir, 1 hope the Hon’ble Member will admit that it is Government'^ 
duty to help by all means the poor rural artisans — the poor, helpless 
women who earn their livelihood by spinning yam, the poor weavers 
who do so by selling cloth made by their hands and other unemployed, 
men who as a last resource make their living by weaving kh adder. It^ 
may be difficult for Government to give these people monetary help, 
to arrange for the export of cloth made by them or to buy up their 
cloth. But Government spend Rs, 5,30,000 annually on the uniform 
of the police. Instead bf buying foreign cloth for the police as they do 
now they may buy home-made khadi for the same purpose and thereby^ 
render substantial help to some of the poor men and women of tho 
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couDtry irithout incurring any loeis to tkemsolTee. I thinJi tkttt it 
Goveiminent try to revive the cottage industries of this class in thi» 
way, tie wants of the people may be removed to some extent. I have 
mentioned khadi not with a view to any jwlitieal significance which 
it may have acquired but simply from the jwint of view of the benefit 
that will accrue to our poor spinners and weavers from such purchase of 
khadi. If khaddar is not liked by Government or by ixdice officials 
various kinds of khaki cloth made in the different indigenous mills 
may be used. 1 wi'^h to know what are the views of the Hoii’ble Mem- 
ber on this subject.’' 

Srijut RADHA COBINDA RAY: Sir, I Wg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1.25.45,000 under the head “ 20C. ^District Executive 
Force ” be reduced by Rs. 25,05,000. 

Sir, Bengal, with an aiea of 71,084 square miles and a population of 
45,()14,442 people, has a poIi<‘e tone comprising of 45 superintendeiits^ 
52 assistant superintendents, 28 deputy superintendents, 258 inspectors,. 
1,851 sul>-ins|)ectoi>, 50 sergeants, 2,0I14 fcad and water head-constables^ 
and 19,711 foot and w’ater constables. Over and al)ove these, there 
are 78,980 <lafadars and chaukidars. maintained at a cost of 
Rs. 57.01,894-3-9, This district force is maintained at a coat of 
Rs. 1,43,14,897. The numWr of urban j»opulation for whir h the dis* 
trict police force is i)rimarily maintained is 2,278,449. Now, Sir, the 
Inspector-General cd Pcdice in bis Report on the Police Administration 

of the Presidency of Bengal has remarked: ** that there has 

been a steady improvement in the discipline and conduct of the force.’' 
One is really glad to read this remark, but, Sir, we find in the Report 
that the number of reported cognizable crimes was 91,498 in the year 
1927, as opposed to 88,978 in the year 1928. The nuniW of ** true 
cases of serious crime i> 44,309 in the year 1927, as opposed to 41,883 
in the year 1920. Maik the increase. Improvement no douhtP 

In the Insp^ctor-GeneiaPs Refwrt — Statement A — ** Return of 
cognizable crimes for the year 1927,” we find that in class T, offences 
against the State, viz., public tranquillity, safety and justice, out of 
2,252 cases, Gil cases were convicted, while 624 cases were pending 
at the end of the year. In class III, serious offences against person 
and property or against pro|)erty only, we find that out of 23,968 
cases, in only 1,502 cases were there convictions, and 1,534 eases were 
pending at the end of the year. Mark the difference ! In cognizable 
cases concerning offences against the State, the proportion of cases in 
which there were convictions to the investigated cases is 1/3, in already 
tried cases. When the trial of the pending cases is finished, it will he 
probably 1/2. In the case of offences against the person and property 
of the people, we find that the proportion of cases in which there hM^ 
been oonrictions i« only 1/16. 
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lu statement B of the Report, ru., ‘‘ Return of non^ogniaable 
crimes for the year 1927,^^ which i elates to class I, ofiFences agfainst 
the State and public tranquillity, we find that out of a total of 6,153 
cases, there were convictions in 3,434 cases, while 627 cases remained 
pending at the end of the year. In the case of non-cognizable cases 
we find that the proportion of conviction in cases of offence against the 
State is already 50 per cent. When we take in account the trial of 
the cases still pending the. proportion will rise to 70 per cent. Whereas 
in non-cognizable cases in which the people are concerned, there had been 
conviction to the proportion of only 1/43. It will be 1/50 when the 
trial of pending cases will be finished. From these facts it will be 
evident to the members of this Council that in cases of offences against 
the State the vigilance and efficiency of the police is primarily focussed. 
In cases of offences against the person and property of ^e people their 
vigilance is greatly loosened. They advantageously forget that it is 
the people who bear the burden of taxation. Sir, the vigilance of the 
Police Department is shown in bright colours in their activities to 
recover stolen property. We find in the report that the Bengal Police 
had the efficiency to recover only Rs. 3,69,218-13-10 worth of property 
out of Rs. 40,13,376 worth of property stolen. Efficiency indeed ! 

Sir, comparing the figures of the year 1926 with the year 1927 
we find that in every case of crime there is increase in the year 1927. 
Here are the figures: — 



1926. 

1927. 

Rioting 

1,277 

1,289 

Murder 

482 

524 

Culpable homicide 

244 

254 

Administering of 
stupefying drugs 

29 

38 

Dacoity 

630 

766 

Robbery 

399 

398 

House-breaking 

29,974 

31,070 

Theft — ordinary 

21,834 

22,465 

Theft— cattle 

627 

806 


Excepting in the case of robbery — where we find only one case less 
in 1927 — ^we find there is a rise in every case of crime in the year 1927 
over the figures in 1926. 

The official heads of the Government may be too much pleased with 
the excellent work and administration of the department and may 
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recemmend them for rewarding, but the members are to judge from 
actual igures whether the police force is to be praised or blamed. On 
page 24, section 31 of the Inspector^General’s Report we find the 
remarks that the increase of crime was generally attributed to the 
unfavourable economic conditions consequent upon the partial failure of 
craps. In page 41 the Inspector-General remarks: “ It is unfortunate 
that owing to the continued necessity for restricting expenditure sevei al 
important schemes had again to be postponed to the detriment of 
efficiency of the Police Department.*’ The need for efficiency of the 
Police Department I do thoroughly recognise but the granting of more 
money I strongly deprecate. In view of the urgent needs of the 
people I advocate curtailment of expenditure without impairing the 
efficiency of the force and I am emphatically of opinion that this my 
apparently incongruous suggestion is a practical proposition. 

Now, Sir, efficiency is a very flexible word. It bears different signi- 
ficance according to the difference of ideal and outlook. The efficiency 
of police according to the bureaucratic ideal of administration in vogue 
in our country* is the capacity of the police to overawe the people. To 
make the department efficient in that sense the increase of the num- 
ber of force and the consequent increase of the expenditure is of 
imperative necessity. But we have a different and true idea of efficiency 
and. judging from that idea, I must say that police is sadly wanting 
in efficiency. Detection of crime and keeping of law and order with the 
lielp and co-operation of the people is our ideal of police work and 
activities. The present police of Bengal is sadly lacking in that 
ideal and with this ideal in view I have proposed a cut of Rs. 25,05,(H)0 
and I am confident that even with this reduction in expenditure and 
conse(juent reduction in the number of active force the department can 
he very efficiently administered. 

Sir, the active co-operation of the police with the people are seldom 
found now-a-days in Bengal. The work of village defence force have 
been fully appreciated but they are not faithfully encouraged and 
fostered; why this is so? The blame thrown upon the people by the 
Government officials cannot l)e true. No one can ever conceive that 
the people, the saving and guarding of whose person and property are 
the chief pre-occupation of the police, are unwilling to co-operate with 
them. Psychologically this is untrue. Yet it is a fact that the people 
of Bengal generally avoid the police officers. The reason lies elsewhere. 
Neither the people nor the police officers arc to be blamed for this want 
of healthy and beneficial co-operation. The ideal of the present Gov- 
ernment does not allow that. I do affirm that the interests of the 
rulers and the ruled are not identical here. The principle and policy 
of the bureaucratic administration are not consistent with the ideal 
of the people’s progress and happiness. The present budget is perhaps 
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"%li0 g'refttest docunieiit in support of my statement, Tko activitios of 
the police are greatly directed towards the checking of national 
activities of our people. The co-operation of the people with such 
police force there cannot be. T say there cannot and will not be any 
real co-operation so long as the ideal and outlook of the Qnvernment 
remains what it is now. The administration of Bengal, as it is at 
present constituted, is practically a police administration. The 
irresponsible executive is armed with a strong police in order to have 
their will enforced upon the people and the contented executive and con- 
tented police are the watchwords of the present administration. 

Sir, the retrenchment of expenditure would have been easy and 
practicable, had the ideal of responsible Government, pi cached by our 
rulers to be the goal of our national aspirations, been sincerely and 
faithfully accepted by our bureaucratic masters. The line of policy 
suggested by Sj. Naliniranjan Sarker in his speech in the year 1927 
in the floor of this Council would have gi’eatly helped to reduce the 
expenditure on police if it was accepted by the Government. With 
great pessimism T make a few suggestions and I ask the Government to 
consider them if it can. The Bengal Government should move the 
Imperial Government to remove the Arms Act. Physical culture 
ssocieties should be encouraged, fostered and subsidised by the Govern- 
ment. There should l)e such societies in every^ village. Arrangements 
<d‘ military training and discipline should be made in every school and 
college. Defence parties should be organised in every town and village. 
Volunteer organisations instead of being looked upon with distrust 
and suspicion should be encouraged. 

Had the ideal of administration been consistent without national 
aspirations such suggestions would have been gladly accepted. The 
jK)lice force would have been greatly supplemented by these healthy 
private organisations and the expenditure curtailed to a legitimate 
limit. But no such suggestions are to be accepted. The ideal of resptm- 
aible government preached by our rulers is a great diplomatic bluff. 
It was goaded by the exigencies of the political situation created by the 
greatest of the world wars in which our rulers were fortunately or 
unfortunately involved. The bureaucracy will go on increasing police 
force for checking our national aspirations. The budding civic and 
national consciousness of our young men will be crippled. It smells and 
will smell danger in healthy social and national organisations. 

It will go on increasing police force, ignoring our protests, ignoring 
the wailings and lamentations of the {>oor people. But I must warn it 
and aflirm that unless our suggestions are accepted the bureaucracy will 
have to face a terrible situa.tion which we all dread. With these words 
I beg to commend my motion. 
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Th# following motions were called but not moved : — 




Mm AKHIL CHANDRA OATTA: < That the demand of 
1^,45,000 under the head * 26C. — District Executive Force ’ be 
reduced by Rs. 13,92,413 (the amount in excess over the actuals of 
1927 . 28 ).*^ 


BabU BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: ‘‘That the demand of 
Bs. 1,25,45,000 under the head ‘ 20C. — District Executive Fort'e — 
Detailed account ’ be reduced by Rs. 10,00,000.*’ 

Blbu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,25,45,000 under the head “ 26C — District Executive 
Force ** be reduced by Rs. 2,45,000. 

I have on more than one occasion spoken about the extravagance 
of this depai-tment and clearly demonstrated that there is much room 
for curtailment in expenditure. What I want is to criticise the 
general policy of the administration of Police Department. I am 
quite conscious, Sir, that cmr tusk of speaking on these motions has 
ibecorae increasingly difficult; for criticism in this House of whatever 
kind has been invariably viewed by the present authorities as hosti- 
lity, and consistently represented by them to be a mark of irresponsi- 
bility, so much .so that it has been put forward as a reason for 
depriving this House of every vestige of proper authority. I, there- 
fore, find it necessary to stall with stating that my attitude is not one 
of hostility to the police as such. Even in the most thorough-going 
form of Swarajist government we do not mean to do away with the 
police altogether but to maintain that force only for the performance 
of its legitimate function, with higher standards of integrity and 
efficiency, and at a less expenditure. But because we require the 
maintenance of an efficient police force, that ran never mean that we 
are to regard the existing conditions or standards of efficiency as 
aacrosanct. Nor does it mean that we should worship the present 
system and procedure as being manned and conducted by a class of 
supermen, or even as the best we can have, under present conditions. 
Times without number I have discussed the question of manning the 
police force with suitable Indians and reluctant as I am to drag in 
the question again, I feel that the House should be reminded on 
«very suitable occasion that, though the actual work of police adminis- 
tration has necessarily to be done by Indians, they have been kept 
more or less completely out of the higher ranks. The highest 
superintending post in the police of the province is occupied by the 
Inspector-General, who is a European, and must be so, under the 
eystem. An Indian may be a Commissioner of a Division, a Member 
of the Executive Council and even hold the Police portfolio, he may 
even be a Governor, but he can never be the Inspector-General of 
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Police. His six lieutenants, the six Deputy-Inspectors^General of 
Police, must also be Europeans. This oligarchy of seven rule the 
entire province, dictate the policy not only of the police but that of 
the whole administration, and its powers are so great and its so-called 
recommendations so incontrovertible that even a Governor of a 
province has no escape from its dictation. The organisation for the 
perpetuation of this system is admirable, since the helpers of this 
oligarchy who carry out the policy and orders emanating from it, are 
also mostly Europeans and therefore like Csesar’s wife above any 
suspicion of untrustworthiness. The statistics are somewhat illumi- 
nating: Out of 46 superintendents 39 are Europeans, 32 out of 46 
assistant superintendents are so, while two out of eight deputy 
superintendents are of the same nationality. Now what are the 
administrative needs that make it imperative that such a large 
number of oflScers for superintendence should be required and more- 
over should be Europeans? The main work is investigation and I do 
not know that in matters of actual investigation the European oflBcer 
has any advantage over his Indian subordinate or colleague except, 
perhaps, that of the support of a Government of his own race and its 
brute force, 

3-46 p.ra. 

The Indian officer has actually to bear the brunt of the work, while 
the salary he is paid is a fraction of what the European officer 
receives and the status he enjoys ie far inferior. What conceivable 
ground or reason is there that the European should receive more and 
the Indian less? Is it because he belongs to the ruling caste? I 
know that Indian officers who join the Police service can boast of at 
least as good a heredity and often have more respectable connections,, 
better social status than those who sail out to India with a liberal pay 
such us they could never have dreamt of commanding at home or even 
in the colonies. Is it education? That has never been the strong 
point of these recruits from abroad, while the Indian officers, even of 
the rank of sub-inspectors are in most eases eijuipped with a Univer- 
sity degree. And yet this system has gone on. Even paltry 
increases recommended by the department have been turned down by 
Government which only at such times becomes suddenly alive to the 
financial position. The Inspectcr-General himself admits it in hia 
evidence before the Simon Commission, But when it is a question of 
increasing the emoluments of the European officers neither financial 
stringency nor flood nor famines are allowed to stand in the way. 

Members on this side of the House would fail in their duty if 
they did not expose this waton disregard of public feeling, not ta 
speak of the inequitdus, almost criminal waste of money that thia 
Government perpetrates in the name of so-called efficiency, but really 
for the purpose of providing for the unemployed ne’er-do-wells oi 
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England to the exclusion of the legitimate aspirations and qualities 
of the Indians. This exposure, Sir, is perhaps the reason which im 
that ease is intelligible enough, for the misrepresentation, 
ol our attitude as one of indiscriminate hostility to the* 
police. Sir, the point I am driTing at is that whether 
it be the constitution, the personnel or the grant of emolu- 
ments to these superintendents none of these are guided by the two- 
principles of bona jule administration, viz., efBciency and economy 
but with the sole motive of continuing the police administration im 
the interests of an alien Government. To criticise these two* 
principles, that of retaining the police as a limb of the bureaucracy, 
and to that end of maintaining Europeans mainly in the ranks of 
superintendents, while allowing them the most uneconomic scales of 
pay and allowances and pampering them in every way — to eriticisa 
all this, I say is not to evince an attitude of unreasoning hostility but 
merely to discharge the elementary duty of a citisen and a paramount 
one of his representatives. It is for us to make clear what is neces- 
sary in order to eliminate the evils I have spoken of. The Inspector- 
General and, I may incidentally mention, his ally the Commissioner 
of Police, are quite positive in their declaration before the Simon; 
Commission that deterioration would set in if law and order were- 
entrusted to a popular minister, and that in the present circum- 
stances the suggestion of transferring police to such a minister would 
be impossible. I ask, Sir, can the duties of the police be better dis- 
charged because a number of aliens swanking about in elegant uni- 
form with toy swords at their sides are made independent of the* 
authority of the Legislature? The success of the police administra- 
tion depends pre-eminently on the co-operation between the police and' 
the people which in turn depends on the confidence of the people in- 
the police administration. Now it is a self-evident proposition, as a* 
retired I.C.S. official himself has said, that ** Indian ministers and 
officials should be able to enlist some popular support for the police- 
where the British have so signally failed. A small measure of such, 
support would go far to counterbalance any deterioration in police- 
discipline or technical efficiency.’* Instead of trying to see the truth 
of these principles, the representatives of the Police Department have 
tried to make out a case against the transfer of law and order to a. 
popular minister. Need I say, Sir, that they have signally failed to* 
convince anybody by that attempt? The three propositions laid, 
down, we understand, for the non-transference of police to the controL 
of a minister are these : first, that it will lead to intrigues in the force 
with the consequent undermining of discipline in respect of appoint- 
ments, promotions, transfers and punishment. Secondly, that it wilT 
militate against impartiality being shown in cases of communal dia- 
turbances. Thirdly, that the general want of proper sense of res- 
ponsibility in dealing with police demands in this Council will bw 
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accentuated. The Britieh offieer’e fame for impartiality lias been so 
much trumpeted about that we have become a bit too familiar with 
that tune. I admit, Sir, that the British officer displays no special 
liking- for any side when he proceeds to set the two communities by 
the ear, or seeks to stabilise them both in their present state of war. 
After having: gone out of their way to encourage communal aspiration 
and thereby necessarily brought about communal troubles in India 
it ill Womes the Britisher to complain that communal quarrels 
render it difficult to transfer law and order to the hands of a res- 
ponsible minister. Has it been possible for the Inspector-General or 
Sir Charles Tegart to make out even one or two instances where 
individual Indian officers of the Police Department have been swayed 
by communal sympathies or antipathies or where they have allowed 
themselves to be influenced by intrigues? There have been no such 
instances in the ^idminist ration and it is most unfair to cast such 
aspersions on the integrity of the Indian administration of the 
•department by a minister without having even supposed grounds to 
go by. Not only is there no such evidence, but, may I ask these 
champions of the British members in the police force, to deny that 
they emphatically admitted in their evidence before the Simon Com- 
mission that not only were the Indian officers possessed of education 
and culture but even the rank and file have been extraordinarily 
loyal in all these troubles and have shown no communal feeling in 
dealing with them. Is it a small thing to have had constables doing, 
from a sense of duty, things which, as they have admitted before the 
'Commission, must be highly repugnant to them (constables), such as 
Muhammadan constables escorting Hindu processions playing music 
in front of mosques and Brahmin constables escorting cows to be 
sacrificed, but has there ever been an example of failure to do their 
•duty on either side? 

And assuming, Sir, that communal outbursts might occur 
•occasionally, is it right first to assume their permanency and then 
to perpetuate thereon an inequitous system of alien recruitment and 
4eny the legitimate demand for bringing the administration under 
popular control. As regards the possibility of intrigues is there any 
justification for picking out the police as a special breeding ground 
for them? How is popular control at all thought feasible for any 
•department, where none can be free from at least equal reason for 
Mich suspicion? Moreover, are not appointments, transfers, promo- 
tions and punishment dealt with by departmental officials? Is it 
possible to improve upon the intrigues existing to-day when officials, 
•other than ministers, hold out threats to members that unless they 
^oted in a particular way their relations would not be given Govern- 
ment service? May I ask > Mr. Moberly whether he can deny the 
4^xistence of such intrigues, and that they are resorted to often in 
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order lo defeat tke popular will and bn&ir all kinds of pressure to 
bear upon the subservient section to insist the Gk>vMniinent in so 
doing. Intrigues, I maintain, are the monopoly of an alien Govern* 
ment Irorking in opposition to the will of the people. That they are 
sure to vanish with the advent of popular government needs no proof 
since the world’s histoiy everywhere is open to us all, not excluding 
that of England itself. 

To take up the next point of the irresponsibility of this Council, 
I affirm it is our duty to go on insisting that this superintending 
staff, its personnel, its conditions of service, its control, in fact, 
everything pertaining to it should l)e brought more and more into 
line with the wishes of this House. 

In the case of the police, the authorities would seem to contend at 
the same time in desperate defiance of consistency that they are 
popular in the Country, worshipped as white-robed angles by the 
people, and approached on bended knees for help and protection of 
every kind, and yet that the Council alone regards them with hosti- 
lity, refuses just demands for them and curtails their emoluments 
and comforts. Such palpable inconsistency cannot arise except 
because of the initial distortion of truth. And w*hen this view was 
put before the conference of the Simon Commission and the Provin- 
cial Committee, Mr. Fazl-ul Huq gave the matter in its true colouring. 
The Council was hostile to the police because it was a limb of the 
bureaucracy, because it entailed a disporportionate, nay, even a 
lion’s share of the public expenditure and that the Council felt it 
was its duty to bring down the expenditure and compel the police to 
be more amenable to the people’s wishes, rights and liberties. Every 
proposal for additional grant was such that even the little margin 
between revenue and expenditure would be blotted out, if it was 
passed, and this was the main reason why the Council had to throw 
out the demand which was made last year. 

The question which I have raised has another significance. The 
European commercial classes for w'hose prosperity and progress 
internal peace is a sine qua non^ may have the emphatic assurance 
of this side of the House that unless there is popular control of the 
police the latter cannot command the confidence which alone can 
ensure peace in the country. With such peace alone can 
we hope for the stable conditions which trade and commerce demand. 
This is realised by us no less clearly than it is by European business 
men, so that they need have no apprehension that even with the most 
absolute power in our hands, there would be no desire on our part 
to bring about conditions subversive of the best economic interests of 
the country. 
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The following motions were called bnt not moTed « 

BabU MANMATHA NATH ROY: That the demand of 

Rb. 1,25,45,000 under the head ‘ 26C. — District Executive Force* be 
reduced by Re. 100 (to discuss the policy in connection with the 
recent orders in the mufassal prohibiting meetings and processions 
for boycott of British goods).** 

Rii SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: ‘ That 
the demand of Rs. 1,25,45,000 for District Police under the head 
‘ 26C. — District Elxecutive Force* be reduced by Re. 1 ( to discuss 
the defect in the present system for the detection of crimes and suggest 
its re-organisation).** 

Mauivi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Sir, I rise to oppose the 
motion moved by my hon’ble friend Babu Saral Kumar Dutt. 

I witnessed what took place at Barisal at the time of the exhibition. 

I am extremely sorry to say that some volunteers assembled near the 
gate and blocked the gate altogether, obstructing the intending 
visitors from entering into the exhibition. 

Some gentlemen, who contributed -towards the exhibition fund or 
purchased tickets to visit it and attempted to enter the gate of the 
exhibition, were treated by -the volunteers in a most objectionable 
manner. The volunteers asked them to boycott the exhibition, and 
some of the volunteers insulted those who would not hear their 
commands. But instead of taking drastic measures as the occasion 
demanded, the police first tried to disperse the volunteers by peace- 
ful persuasion, but the volunteers did not hear them, rather went 
on forcibly preventing persons from entering into the exhibition. 

I would have gladly supported the motion of my hon’ble friend, 
had he brought a censure motion on the police for not taking serious 
steps in preventing this sort of anarchism and rowdyism. I am a 
member of the District Board of Bakarganj and I know that a large 
sum was contributed to the exhibition fund by the District Board on 
the unanimous resolution of the members of the Board. The officers 
of the District Board took an ac‘tive part in the organisation and 
management of the exhibition, under the order of the District Board. 
I do not like to enter into further details because that may be un- 
pleasant to many of my friends. But I appeal to the Congress 
volunteers in the interests of the country to cling to the principle of 
non-violence and proceed with their work. With these few words I 
oppose the motion. 

4 p.m. 

MiUlvi KHORSHjm ALAM CHOUDHURY: Sir, when I enter- 
ed this House this afternoon I had no intention whatsoever of identi- 
fying myself with either on behalf of the budget proposals or on 
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1” and re£a«»l by any clear utterance. 

Bufl^dref iJ* '“***^*'“5 “** ««t unexpected support. 

But I sorely do like that a token cut should not be made the rLue 

of giving expressions to unjustifiable malicious and misleading state- 
ments. I represent the same district as Mr. Saral Kumar Dutt and 
have every reason to have as much knowledge of local affairs as the 
honble mover of the motion No. 475 provided that I keep my eyes 
open. I suppose, Sir, you will surely agrree that I am not blind. 

What I understand from Mr. Dutt’s speech leads me to think 
that the action of the police was high-handed and unjustifiable and 
oi^ht not to go unchallenged; but Mr. Dutt’s picture of affairs is not 
all true. The Bansal exhibition held recently was in reply to public 
demand and was entirely a public organisation in which officers of 
the district took part to facilitate matters for the public. The mere 
fact of the members of the local so^alled bureaucracy having taken 
part in an innocent demonstration from which nothing but good can 
accrue and whose relative importance in our industrial and social 
developments is amply testified by the Congress even holding a 
similar exhibition, should not blind us from looking things at their 
true perspective. The District Board of Bakarganj granted unani- 
mously Rs. 2,500 for helping the Exhibition Committee and I am 
«ure there were Swarajist members in the District Board also. Did 
they dissent? If they have not, my friend Mr. Dutt, a prominent 
member of the Swaraj party, is exposing a gross inconsistency in 
the creed of his party or else, he and those Swarajist memliers also 
not only passed over the holding of the exhibition, rather they have 
actually supported it. In fact prominent Congiessmen of the district 
participated in the holding of the exhibition by sending their boys 
as volunteers and by taking active part in its management. In fact 
the Assistant Secretary of the exhibition is a very prominent Congrees* 
man of the district. I am therefore .surprised how Congress people 
had any reason later on to raise a hue and cry against what is the 
result of their own efforts. 


Sir, in this connection I wish clearly to state in this House 
emphatically protesting thereby against recent happenings in Barisal. 
A group of young men have been fanned up to take to terrorism to coerce 
their reckless views. It is alleged that a Sub-inspector of Police has 
been brutally murdered the other day for seemingly taking part in 
keeping law and order in the exhibition. Law and order has been 
sufficiently ridiculed in this House, but I am sure that whatever that 
might be a policeman is bound to see that no mishap takes place 
within his cognizance. On the day that the alleged high-handed 
action of the police took place it was a serious situation in Barisal. 
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A group of young men, inspired by whoee principles I do not know, 
roused in their sentimentality were reckless enough to break Gte simple 
course of law in obstructing people from going to the e:thibition^ 
Muhammadan gentlemen and ladies were badly handled and the mob 
there that gradually formed up were far from inoffensive and non- 
violent. It seemed that a Hindu-Muslim tension was imminent and 
the police had for all reasons to take active steps to see that nothing 
of the kind happened. In discharging what were surely their duty 
the police has not committed any wrong whatsoever for which they 
may so seriously be condemned this afternoon. In fact, Sir, I greatly 
regiet that some people are behind these young sentimental minds 
hardly realising where they are taking them to. My friend Mr. Dutt 
has identified himself to-day with these brainless young men whose 
conduct has no justification whatsoever for taking the law in their 
own hands and I regret that an hon’ble member of this House could 
go so far. Standing on the floor of this House I ask Mr. Dutt as 
a true Congressman what would he have done if anyone obstructed 
him from going to the Congress exhibition in December last. Would 
he have submitted to the tyranny of othea-s or tried to be ruled by 
his own brain? If the answer is that he would not submit to the 
tyranny of others the position of the Barisal exhibition is clearly 
enunciated, in as much as some people were on their free will going 
to see the exhibition and there were some who spared no bit of rowdy- 
ism to obstruct them to go into it and if the police have helped those 
innocent visitors to exercise their own will I see no reason why they 
can ever be condemned. 

Sir, I eanphatically say again, for once at least if not on other 
occasions, on this particular day on which the police is accused of 
having committed high-handedness at Barisal they were surely most 
inno<‘ent and were discharging their duties faithfully and I have every 
pleasure to oppose the motion of Mr, Saral Kumar Dutt. 

Btbu SARAL KUMAR DUTT: On a point of personal explana- 
tion. The hon^ble member on the other side has made some asper- 
sions on me and on the Congress party to which I belong who in 
these exhibition affairs 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What has he said against you personally? 

•aba SARAL KUMAR DUTT: He said that Mr. Dutt had sup^ 
ported the holding of the exhibition as well as the other political 
leaders. My explanatmn is that the Congress Committee had no hand 
in these exhibition affairs apd the issue raised by Mr. Choudhury has 
already been discussed by me. I said that while the volunteazn 



im.] 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


obetrnciod tbe visitors to the exhibition they instead of heini^ inirci'* 
lessly beaten might have been arrested and the way ma'de dear for 
the visitors to the exhibition. 

Mr. FRE8IOENT: Order, order. 

Baby BURENDIIA NATH BISWAS: Sir, 1 think almost all the 
Indians to-day have the same complaint that the police often go to- 
excess when they deal with Indians. They are more to break the 
,peace than to keep it. In the name of law and order they have been 
reported to have gone to the length of murdering men and of ccunmit* 
ting most culpable and heinous crimes. As an example to the point 
I can cite the incident that happened at Char Manair five or six 
years ago in my district. There a police sub-inspector 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Biswas, it is neeessaiy that you should 
let me know on which ot the motions you are speaking. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I am speaking on the general' 
policy of the District Executive Force — how the District Executive 
Force l)ehave themselves. One sub-inspector of police was found in 
a private house at dead of night in the village of Char Manair and 
the people of the locality arrested him on the suspicion that he was 
helping the commitment of a dacoity. In the morning somebody 
informed the police of the neighbouring thanas and a posse of con- 
stables about 200 or 300 in number came into the village presumably 
under the orders and leadership of the District Executive OfiBcers 
within two or thi-ee days. The male population of the village left 
the village in fear of molestation. Then in the name of law and 
order those police constables raided the village, ravished many women 
and murdered one man, named Gaizaddi. Enquiries were started 
both by Government and the Congress party. The Congress party 
found that many women were criminally assaulted and that the said^ 
Gaizaddi was mercilessly beaten to death. But the result of Govern- 
ment enquiry was as usual otherwise. The Congress workers how- 
ever agitated against the outrageous acts of the police on public plat- 
forms — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Biswas, I perhaps surprise no one in this 
House including yourself when I say that I am quite at a loss to- 
make out as to what you are driving at. If you want to discuss^ 
generally the policy that lies behind the District Executive Force, 
you should speak either on 482 or 486. 

BMNi SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I will speak on motimi No.. 
4S7. 
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Mfi FRfilDENT: But No. 487 was not moFed. 

Bafiu SURENDRA NATH BIEWAE; I want to discuss the general 
policy— specially the policy of utilising the service of the District 
Executive Force. I am not going to accuse any person individually 
but my complaint is against the policy of Government in handling 
4he police officers and utilising 

Mr« PRESIDENTS First of all you have to remember that we are 
'discussing matters which come under the head “ 26C and then you 
iiave to remember that there are before the House some specific 
motions beyond which we cannot go. If you remember these, I am 
eure you will be able to confine your remarks to that particular head 
of the budget and also to the specific motions under review you may 
wipeak either on 482 or 485. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Then I will speak on 4a5. 
Let me say a few words more to complete that incident. Grave 
;accusatioas were made against the police but Government took no 
action against them. They were given the usual protection. On the 
other hand a Congress worker named Protap Chandra Guha Roy who 
first disclosed the incident to the public was arrested and put under 
trial. And after a protracted trial the case was withdrawn. The 
guilty police went unpunished but the man who exposed the guilt 
was punished. Such a thing is possible only under an alien Govern- 
ment which has to nile by force. The members who are in charge 
of the police administration may, however, not be responsible for a 
particular action or inaction of the subordinate policemen but they 
are undoubtedly responsible for working out the policy of Govern- 
ment which is to keep us in subjugation by force. It is a pity that 
men like the Hon'ble Mr. Molorly and his comrades in administration 
work out such a iwlicy — the policy of oppression and repression in the 
name of law and order. They are personally men of amiable character 
and perfect gentlemen and anyone who makes their acquaintance will 
testify to that. Therefore the fact that these gentlemen being at 
the helm of the administration allow such things to happen shews 
that they are slaves to the policy. We are certainly slaves of the 
present system of Government but these Government officials are 
greater slaves. We are forced slaves, while the officials are voluntary 
elaves. They deliberately work out a policy which they know is bad. 
And the District Executive Police officers are utilised to work out the 
policy. 

My friend Babu San^l Kumar Doit has narrated an incident at 
Xarisal accusing the District Executive Force of unjustifiable oondnel 
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and Uidecent behariaur towardn soma youngr men. I skail add 
anothat distance which so lately occurred at Madaripur to show how 
the Executive Officers behave. 

The Hen’Me Mr. A. N« MOBERLY: Sir, this case is still suh 
judice. 


BaBit 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: I do not know whether 
that case is sub judice or not. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: If it is sub judtce you cannot discuss it. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: All right, Sir. My object in 
so far as the jwint of order is concerned I submit that one Mr. Hall- 
man, the Assistant Superintendent of Police of Madaripur, is charged 
with having assaulted some students while they were carrying the 
image of goddess Saraswati in a procession and that an application 
has been submitted to Government for sanction to prosecute him. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; If you are not sure that the case is not sub 
judice you should not refer to that at all. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: I bow to your ruling, but 
discussing this portion of the budget is to draw the attention of the 
House as to how the high-handed acts of the district Executive 
Officers are dealt with. It is a pity that the happenings in mufassal 
come to the knowledge of the Hon'ble Member-in-charge through 
reports made by the police themselves. Public reports are not paid 
any attention to. Sir, it is a matter of regret that even we, the 
members of this Council who get first-hand information on the spot 
are not believed or our statements are deliberately tretited with in- 
difference. Even where no policy is involved the members in charge 
of administration act on the information furnished to them by their 
subordinate officers ghich, I boldly say, is not always mmct. It is 
therefore that the police administration is failing in this provinee. 

Sir, the cry of the people is that the present policy behind the 
police /idministration in this country ought to be changed, and the 
sooner it is done the better for the Government. The greater the 
delay in changing that policy, the shorter will be the life of British 
^e in this country. 

[At 4-15 p.in. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it r#- 
nseembied at p.m.] 
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B*f 4OGIN0RA CHANDRA DHAKRAVARTIS Mr. President, 
Sir, 1 desire to offer just a lew remarks on the motion moved by Baba 
Sara! Kumar Dutt, and to probe specially into the causes of this want 
of confidence in the police. The question that he has raised has been 
debated in this House, and two members on the other side have opposed 
the motion. From what I have heard, Sir, regarding* the exhibition 
affairs at Barisal, it seems to me that there were two parties over the 
question as to whether the exhibition should be boycotted or not. As, 
in fact, it happens in most cases where there is a difference of opinion, 
in this case also there were two parties holding different views as to 
whether the exhibition, which was held at the instance of Govern- 
ment, should be supported by the public or not. That, however, is not 
the question which we need consider now. The question raised in this 
motion of Babu Saral Kumar Dutt is a very simple one. Babu Saral 
Kumar Dutt has raisetl the question whether the action of the police 
in connection with the exhibition was justified, having regard to the 
fact that the Superintendent of Police actually trampled over the bodies 
of a certain number of young men who were lying in front of the exhi- 
bition gate. So far as I remember, Sir — I am speaking from 
memory — the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department 
said in reply to a (luestion put some days ago by Babu Saral Kumar 
Dutt that the Superintendent of Police had piissed lightly over those 
young men in front of the exhibition gate. The question was whether 
he had trampled over their bodies, and the reply was that he had passed 
lightly 


The HOfl’Me Mr. A. N. MDBERLY: I said as lightly as possible.’’ 

BiImi 40GINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Sir, 1 really fail 
to understand the difference l)etween “ pwissed as lightly as possible ” 
and “ trampled ” over their bodies. I do not know what “ passed as 
lightly as possible ” really means if it does not mean ‘‘ trampled.” 
Then, Sir, we have heard from Babu Saral Kumar Dutt that that was 
not the whole of it ; those young men were freely assaulted with lathis 
and police batons, and that they received bruises, cuts and abrasions. 
The whole question raised here to-day is this : not whether the boycott 
of the exhibition was justified or not, but whether the policy that was 
followed by the police authorities in making a way to the exhibition, 
and which was considered to be justified by Government, is a policy 
which we should endorse in this House. That is the only reason for 
raising this question, and whatever difference of opinion might have 
been in Barisal at the time regarding the justifialnlity or otherwise 
of holding the exhibition, 1 submit that these are not the questicms 
which we are asked to dhiouss now, hut only the question whether the 
action of the police was justified. Sir, recent happenings very well 
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gito w 4»j [ we have had expeneace of that for some time past — that 
in the administration of law and order the police authorities are gra- 
dually substituting the rule of law by the rule of lathis and boots. 
The whole question before the House is whether we are going to en- 
dorse this policy of the police in administering law and order or, 
whether we are going to condemn it. We should narrow down the 
issues to ttiis, and I have no doubt that every member here will cim- 
demn the action of the police in the interests of law and order itself. 


Khan Balmdur Miurivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, personally, 1 hud no 
desire to take pert in this debate, but I have been tempted to draw 
the attention of my friend Babu Jogindra Chandra Ohokravarti to the 
iact that in this affair, as in ever>' other, there is also another side of 
the case. I think there cannot be any two opinions as to whether any- 
one should want the substitution of the rule of lathi and boot for the 
rule of law and order. At the same time, my friend must realise that 
on occasions it becomes extremely difficult for those responsible for 
the maintenance of law and order “ on the spot to preserve peace, 
especially in view of the attitude taken up by some people. Let me 
give a theoretical illustration to my friend. I am not entering into 
the facts of the case cited by Babu Saral Kumar Dutt, because I do 
not know them ; I come from another district, and so it is very diffi- 
cult for me to take an effective fjart in the discussion now before the 
Hoiivse. Suppose, a certain number of young men take upon themselves 
the responsibility of obstructing people from entering into a certain 
public place. What should be the duty of the police? I admit that 
that public place may be thoroughly l>ad and not worthy of a visit from 
the public, though, all the same, you cannot deny people who choose 
to enter the place the right to do so. I would request my friend to 
visualise the days when the non-co-operation movement was in full 
swing. I remember that a number of students and young men laid 
themselves flat at the entrance to the Senate House and the Dar- 
bhanga Buildings in order that people might not enter them for the 
purpose of sitting at the examinations. What were the alternatives 
to these examinees? They had either to abstain from sitting at the 
examinations, or to walk over the obstructionists. What would be 
the duty of those responsible for law and order under such circum- 
stances ? Would it not be for them to remove the obstruction ? Per- 
sonally, I think that most of these unfortunate events are due to the 
fact that we in this House have not been able to bring real influence 
to bear upon the Government of the country. So far as the elected 
representatives in this House are ( ( ' rcmed, I think that the blame 
rests solely on the p^irty to which my friend belongs. 

Sir, my friend has raised, by implication, the question of what 
would have happened if the ministers had taken over the responsibility 
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lor law and order. 1 think that no harm would have come out of it, 
though I am for a little caution as regards the pace at which we are 
going. I would welcome provincial autonomy, but we should be care- 
ful about the pace at which we want to reach that goal. I cannot give 
a concrete case, and so I shall give a theoretical example, though I 
may add that the facts of this case are more or less true. Supfxiae 
that a certain minister — I will not say whether he is a Hindu or a 
Muhammadan — shortly after he took office had to do something with 
certain nominations sent in by a District Magistrate to his department. 
What would you think of it if, as soon as some representatives of the 
community to which the minister belonged, informed him that that 
particular District Magistrate had done some wrong to his community, 
the minister attempted to get the nominations of the District Magis- 
trate thrown out? I only cite this cose in order to show that the 
complaints of my Swarajist friends against the police come with ill 
grace, inasmuch as they are not prepared to accept the responsibility 
of office. T should like to hear of such complaints from them, as we 
have heard to-day, when they accept the responsibilities of office. I 
submit, Sir, that so long as they are not prepared to do this, their 
complaints are not fair 

Only the other day, Sir, we had some dirty disclosures 
made on the floor of this House. In view of these disclosures, 
many have come to the conclusion that we should be a little 
bit cautious in our efforts to accelerate the speed of our march towards 
Swaraj. Personally, I think that the district executive could not do 
anything else under such difficult circumstances as they had in Barisal. 
There have been communal riots all over the country, but so far as 
the district executive is concerned, 1 do say that their actions in these 
riots have not been influenced by considerations for one community 
or other; they have always tried to be impartial and hold the balance 
even. 

With these few words, Sir, I oppose the motion which has been 
moved by Bnbu Saral Kumar Dutt regarding the head “ 260 — District 
Executive Force.*’ 

Tht Mr. A. N. MOBffRLY: Sir, I will deal first with Babn 

Saral Kumar Dutt. I was surprised that he should have had the 
temerity to move this motion, when he knew that two members of this 
Council, who had been present at the Barisal exhibition, were present 
in this Council to-day. However, Sir, be has moved his motion, and 
he has bad bis reply from those two gentlemen. 

We have been t«ld that the exhibition was h^d at the instance of 
€h>vemment, and that it was got up by the District Magistrate. 

(Cries ol No, no.”) 
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I chilienge Babu Saral Kumar Dutt to deny that 

MnI §ARAL KUMAR OUTT: On a point of personal explana^ 
tion, Sir. The Hon'ble Mr. Moberly says that I have said in the 
course of my speech that this exhibition was organised by the Distriei 
Magistrate. I challenge that statement of his. I said in my speeck 
that this exhibition was organised by the District Magistrate as well 
as some non-official gentlemen. 

[At 4-45 p.in. the Hon'ble the President left the Chamlwr, and 
Mr. W. L. Travel's ttnik the Chair.] 

The HOfl’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Babu Saral Kumar Dutt denied 
my challenge before I made it. ('an he deny that certain influential 
Ckingress leaders — the most respected Congress leaders in Barisal — were 
intimately and closely connected with the organisation of this exhibi- 
tion? The District Board, as has l>een mentioned, subscrilied a sum 
of Rs. 2,501) towards it. The exhibition is an annual function, and 
the District Magistrate had jiscertained and satisfied himself liefore 
he accorded his approval to the i>i*<HH)sal that the large majority of the 
people of Baiisal wanted it. The exhibition is held annually and a 
large numlier of jieople are attracted from the district. Why then did 
Babu Saral Kumar Dutt and a handful of young school boys presume 
to interfere with the innocent amusement of a large number of |)eople 
in Barisal and the surrounding country? Who were they to do these 
things? What right had they? 

Babu 8ARAL KUMAR DUTT: On a i>oint of {lersonul explanation, 
I did not lead these young lH>ys there. 1 went there to see whether 
they were obstructing the w'ay. I did not jcdn the Iwys nor did I take 
part in the anti-exhibition demonstration. It was after the ]>olice 
zulum that the Congress declared bt>ycott as a protest against that 
zulum. 

The Hofl’Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am glad Babu Sural Kumar 
Dutt admits that he did later on bring out these gangs of hooligans 
who, as soon as they were there, began obstructing j)eople, assaulting 
ladies in their carriages, spitting upon them and making disgusting 
remarks which I would not rejwat in this House in connection with 
giant “ kachus " and large sugar canes. However, let us puss from 
tliis. I would ask whether it is Babu Saral Kumar Dutt’s idea (A 
liberty that a small gang of undisciplined youths should interfere with 
the innocent amusement of half the countryside. What happened on 
the 27th P As has been admitted, it had been decided that these people 
should be obstructed — people who wished to visit the exhibition. The 
Superintendent of Police heal'd a gang of young men rushing down tb4 
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road and shouting and sent a man to find out what they were gmnj 
to do. He was told that they were at the main gate of the exhilntion 
and he went there in order to see if any mischief was being dfine 
He found them lying down on the road and at the gate. He aake< 
them to get up and let him go inside but they refui^. He waiite< 
to find out what was going on inside the exhilntion and he had to gi 
there. As the boys did not move, he had to go over them. I hav< 
been told that people do not understand the difference between walking 
over people as lightly as possible and trampling upon them. All 
can say is that these people have never been trampled upon or thei 
would know. A sergeant who came up had to report to the Superin 
tendent, and he had to go across the boys. He had a dog with hin 
but he gave no orders to the dog, and I do not know what the dog did 
But eventually as these people said that they could not possibly move 
the Superintendent of Police called upon a fatigue i>arty to remove 
them so as to cleai* the gate. It must be remembered that a lot oi 
I)eo|)le wanted to enter at the time. As far as I can make out there 
was a large crowd assembled there who wished to enter the exhibition 
and the young men, the picketters, were mixed up with the crowd 
and were trying to prevent them from entering. As you know, Sir, 
it is ne(res8ary, when there is a situation of that sort, to keep the crowd 
moving. It is quite possible that in moving them there a certain 
amount of damage may have been done. We have heard from the other 
memWs from Barisal who have spoken in this debate that the force 
used was the minimum possible, and that in their opinion the police 
were not anything like rough enough. 

So much for Barisal. I do not think it necessary’ to go into details 
of what hapjjened afterwards beyond saying that the majority of the 
saner i>eople in Barisal — the older and cooler heads — expressed their 
disapproval of the methods of Babu Saral Kumar Dutt and his friends, 
and Mr. Sen Guida himself who was ju-esent at Barisal about that time 
expi-essed regret at a meeting that there ap[)eared to be disagreement 
on the subject l>etw^een the older and younger members of the Con- 
gress. All honour in my opinion to the older members of the Congress 
Committee who were not prejwired to be can ied away by a little group 
of roughs. 

At the end of his sjwech Bubu Saj*al Kumar Dutt mentioned that 
foui- murders have been committed recently in Barisal which have not 
yet been detected, I should like to aak him how many of these mur- 
ders were committed with daggers, and whether he is or is not inter- 
ested in a dagger factory. 


Balm BARAL tCIIMAR DUTT: On a point of personal ex[danatioii. 
Sir. I have no dagger factory but I have a cutiery factory where 
pruning knives and daos are manufactured for tea garden use 
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TlM lftn'blt MTi a. Hi MOIERLY: And incidentally daggers. 
BalNitARAL KUitAR DUTT: No, Sir; no daggers butdnoj— — 

The Hufi’Mt Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs Which ane sharp enough to 
kill people. 

I next come to Maulvi Tamizuddin Ehan^s three motions in connec- 
tion with the appointment ot sub-inspectors. The system of recruit- 
ing assistant sub-inspectors is by promotion as far as possible from 
the ranks of constables. One of our troubles hitherb) has been that 
there are not enough Muhammadan constables. We do not get enough 
men with the right amount of education and physique. The rules lay 
down that when there is a vacancy in the rank of assistant sulvinspec- 
tor, the Superintendent of Police should report tt) the Deputy Inspector- 
General whether he has any constable fit to fill the post. Sir, I think 
if we get the right class of Muhammadan constable we should not have 
much trouble in getting Muhammadan assistant sub-inspectors. As 
it is at present, I admit thal there is a difficulty. 

When there are no constables who are fit to be assistant sub- 
inspectors, the next thing to do is to recruit from outside. Until 
recently, 1926 I think, no proportion was fixed for direct recruitment. 
Government then issued oi*ders that l/3rd of the outside vacancies 
should be given to Muhammadans, but I would point out that this 
direct recruitment does not come into operation at all unless there are 
no constables who are really fit for promotion. Therefore, I would 
say to my Muhammadan friends — let us have more good, qualified, 
literate Muhammadan constables, and then the question of direct 
recruitment proixirtions will not be of such importance. 

As regards the other point — that Muhammadans are kept down by 
their Hindu superiors. We have often heard it before, but it is im- 
possible for those who charge the Hindu superiors with this to prove 
it, and it is impos.sible for us to disprove it. Personally I do not 
believe it, but the remedy is to give us good Muhammadans, and they 
will undoubtedly go up into the higher posts. Maulvi Tamizuddin 
Khan has admitted that the direct recruitment of sub-inspectors is 
entirely satisfactory, and if we can get better Muhammadan constables, 
I think that the total percentage cd Muhammadan sub-inspectors will 
be better still. 

I now come to Babu Homes Chandra Bagchi. His objection is to 
the District Executive Force — Intelligence staff. A glance at the 
budget will show that our demand for next year is some Bs. 20,000 less 
than it was a year ago. The decrease in the staff is really very much 
more than is apparent from these figures because of the recent increase 
of pay which has increased establishment charges all round. We have 
decreased this temporary staff, 'and as opportunity occurs we shall 
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decrease it farther and farther. J may say at enoe that we ha?e no 
desire tc destroy the political activities of yoang men except in so far 
as they tend to terrorism. When it becomes a matter of terrorimn, I 
am afraid we have to use every method in our power to deal with it. 
No Government can exist for a week if it does not. 

Next I come to Maulvi Asimuddin Ahamad who objects to the 
demand of Rs. 3,30,000 for clothing charges. We have reduced this 
demand by Rs, 70,000 as compared with last year, and at present we 
cannot go any further. I may say that even this reduction may not 
be permanent because we are committed to increasing the grants for 
uniform to inspet^tors and sub-inspectors as soon as we dare face the 
Council for more money. 

Next I come to Srijut Radha Gobinda Ray. He gave me a number 
of statistics from the last annual report. There was an increase in 
crime in 1927. Increases in crime in Bengal, as is well known to 
everybody — and 1 have no doubt it is ecjually well knowm to Srijut 
Radha Gobinda Ray — are very largely dependent on economic causes. 
When crops are bad (‘rime goes up, and w'hen crops are better crime 
goes down. I do not think that any efficiency in detection would alter 
that fact. It is no use (omparing one year with another like that. I 
would ask Srijut Radha Gobinda Ray to go a few years back and see 
what the general tendencies are. I think he will find that things are 
a g(K)d deal better now than they w^ere a few years back, and that 
there was a steady decrease down to 1926. I believe that the increase 
which then took place owdng to bad economic conditions is ending 
again. 

Then he twitted Government be(‘ause a large proportion of the cases 
which they instituted ended in conviction. I submit, Sir, that this 
is a tribute to Government for thoroughly investigating a case before 
they institute it, tor making fairly certain that the case is a thoroughly 
good one and for not harassing people by putting in cases without due 
care and consideration. 

6 p.m. 

Next, he mentioned the small number of convictions in (‘ognixable 
cases against the person. Well, it is well known that a lot of people 
go to court in cases of petty assault and so forth and ultimately they 
think better of it and compromise these cases. That accounts for 
those figures to a very large extent. 

Then, we come to stolen property. This is one of the hardy 
annuals. It has often been pointed out that much of the property 
stolen consists of paddy or of utensils which can be melted down and 
are often melted do^ and a lot of it is unidentifiable. The wonder is 
not that so little of the property is recovered, but rather that so mucb 
il recovered. 
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He liaa accused us of not fostering defence forces. I deny, Sir, 
absolutely that defence forces are not fostered and that the police da 
not entirely appreciate the good work which they have done. 1 had 
the honour to be closely associated with one of the first defence forces 
in Bengal — in Hooghly — which really did good work; and I can as- 
sure him that both the Superintendent of Police and the Deputy Super- 
intendent at headquarters gave them all the encouragement in their 
power ; and I have no doubt whatever that the same thing happens in 
other districts. 1 will not follow him into the thorny question of the 
repeal of the Arms Act or of giving military training in schools. I 
can only say that until the scholastic idea of liberty approximates 
rather more closely to mine and diverges more widely from that of 
Babu Sara] Kumar Dutt, there might l)e some danger that the military 
training of schoollwys might lead to broken heads. 

Next I come to Babu Naliniranjan Barker’s i*emarks. His speech 
struck me as l>eing chiefly designed to import racial prejudi(‘e into 
this debate. It is perfectly true that at the present moment the 
higher ranks of the Indian Polic^e Service are almost entirely filled by 
Europeans. But if he will look at the January' Civil List, he will 
find that out of the last 20 names in the list of the Indian Police 
Service, 10 are Indians. A process of Indianisation is going on and 
will continue ; and in course of time Indians will get to the top and 
will fill the higher posts. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: When? 

The Hon’IHe Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: You can make that calculation 
as easily as I (*an. I admit, Sir, that the process of increasing the 
number of listed posts in the police has been slow in Bengal. The 
reason for that is that we proceed upon a formula, which has been 
laid down by the Government of India with a view to seeing that 
directly recruited Assistant Superintendents are not deprived of the 
opportunity which they are supposed to have of officiating continuously 
as District Superintendents when they have eight years’ service. As 
soon as the formula enables us to list more posts, we shall do so. 
Meanwhile a glance at the Civil List frtnn time to time will show Babu 
Naliniranjan Barker that a considerable number of Indians act in the 
posts of Superintendents of Police. 

Then it has been suggested that the Europeans get more pay. The 
only difference in pay is that Europeans get overseas allowance which 
the Indians do not get. Well, Sir, I think that that principle ia 
thoroughly well justified, and I would mention — although it is rather 
a different case — that when Indians go to England as members of the 
Council of the Secretary of State, they get 50 per cent, more pay than 
is paid to the Europeans. 
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His next point was that the main work of the Superintendent of 
Police is investigation. 

BMW NALINIRANdAN BARKERS I never said it. 

The Hon’Mi Mr. A. N. MOBERLY S 1 am sorry but I have got it 
noted down here. If he has views of this kind, 1 hope he will come 
on to our Police Standing Committee or at any rate will read the 
Police Regulations. He will then discover that this is not the case. 
The Superintendent of Police is at the head of a very large force of 
inspectors, sub-inspectors, head constables, assistant sub-inspectors and 
constables and the administration and the maintenance of discipline 
in that force takes up a very great deal of his time. The rest of his 
speech related to the evidence of the Commissioner of Police and of the 
Inspector-General before the Simon Commission. My only comment 
is that I am very glad that he supports what I have always said — that 
the police as a body are not swayed by communal feelings and that 
they are loyal in carrying out their duties. His argument seems to 
me to be a ground for supporting the demand for their pay rather 
than cutting it. That, Sir, I think is the last of the motions. I have 
nothing much to say about the speeches which were made in support 
of them. They almost all related to the Barisal incident. I would 
only point out that Babu Surendra Nath Biswas’s attempt to create 
prejudice related to a case which took place 5} years ago. As regards 
that parti(‘ular case, I have not the book here but from the best of my 
recollection, the gentleman who made the allegations, which have been 
trotted out by Babu Surendra Nath Biswas this afternoon, was prose- 
cuted for defamation and was convicted. His appeal was dismissed in 
the Sessions Court and the High Court ordered a retrial. By that time 
everybody was so sick of the affair that nothing further was heard of 
it. I oppose all the motions. 

The motion of Babu Saral Kumar Dutt was then put and n division 
taken with the following result: — 


••itiil, tabu Ramat Obandra. 
■anarjaa, Dr. bramatbanath. 

■anarlM. tabu bramatba Nath. 

•atu, Mr. r. c. 

biawat, iaba turanira Natb. 

Daaa, Dabu lajay Kriabna. 

■aaa, Mr. i. C. 

Obakrabartty, Dabii datindra Nath. 
Dbakraaarti, babu dogiNdra Chandra. 
Obatlarjaa, trijvt bijay Kwnar. 

Obtt, iaba baral Katnar. ' 
ttbaaa, baba Aaiartiidra Hath, 
bapta, Mr. dagaab Obandra. 

•CiUM, baba Oabandra Lai. 


AYES. 

Maiti, baba Mabandra Natb. 
Maitra, irijat dagandra Natb. 
Makarjaa, frijat Tarahnatb. 
Naakar, baba Ham Chandra. 
Pal Obaadhari, Mr. banjit. 
Rabaian, Maalai Atiiar. 

Ray, Dr. Kamad tankar. 

Nay, irijat Nadba babinda. 
Nay, baba Manmatba Natb. 
Nay, Dr. bidban Chandra, 
•arkar, baba Naliniranjan. 
•an, irijat Nagandra Hath, 
•an bapta, Mr. d. M. 



im: 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


469 


NOCS. 


AftftI, ItoMHri tytd MuluiiiiiiMi. 

Waulvi KMimMin. 

•lair, 4, R. 

CatMlIf, Mr. A. 

CiiaaMiiNii Khan BaluulMr Maahri 
Hatiar Rahman. 

ChaaRhari, tha Haa*Mt Nawah SalMUlar 
taiyM Nawah Ali, Khan lahhAar. 
Chanhhury, Mauivi Kharthtn Alam. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

C t he a, Mr. O. 4, 

Oath, Mr. A. 4, 

Orammontf, Mr. J. Q. 
rarttjMt, Khan hahatfur K. Q. M. 

Farrttltr, Mr. 4. Campbtll. 

Fyft. Mr. J. N. 

QhtM, Mr. M. C. 

Ohath Maalik, Mr. iatytnAra Chaniira. 
Ottaka, Rai Rahahar Rahritfat. 

•aha, Mr. P. N. 

Oumtr, Mr. C. W. 

Haaat, Khan Rahadar Maaivi Aiiial. 
MtRR, Mr. Q. P. 

Htpkynt, Mr. W. t. 

Hatain, Nawah Matharraf, Khan Rahadar. 

Mutain, Khan Rahadur Mauiwi Syad 

Madbal. 

Mattain, Maaivi kaufat. 

Jankint, Or. W. A. 

Karim, MmuIvi Abdul. 

Katam, Maulvl Abal. 


Khan, Khan Sahib Maaivi Maauam Ali. 
Khan, Maaivi Tamituddin. 

Khan, Mr. Ranar Rahman. 

Laird, Mr. R. R. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 

Magaira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, the Ntn'Ma Mr. A. 

MaClaakia, Mr. I. T. 

Mittar, tha Han'Ma Sir Pravaah Chanda?. 
MohaHy, tha Han’bla Mr. A. N. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar trla Chandrh, 
Ordiah, Mr. 4. I. 

Ormand, Mr. t. C. 

Philip, Mr. 4, Y. 

Paddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdais 

Rauf, Maulvl Syad Abdar. 

Ray, Rabu Surandra Nath. 

Ray Chaadhuri, Mr. K. 0. 

Rom, Mr. 0. P. 

tarkar. Rat Sahib Rabat! Mahan. 

Sattar, Khan Bahadur Abdaa. 

Sinha, Raja Rahadur Rhapandra 

Narayan, af Naahipur. 

Stapleton, Mr. H. i 
Tate, Major Qenaral Qodfray. 

Thomas, Mr. H. W. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 27 and the Xoes 57, the motion was lost. 

5-15 p.m. 

The following motions of Mauivi Tamizuddiu Khan were then put 
and lost : — 

“ That the demand of Rh. 6,20,000 under the head ‘ 26C. — District 
Executive Fon’e — Police Force — Pay of Inspectors ’ l)e reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to criticise the system of recruitment and position of the 
Moslem community).” 

” That the demand of Rs, 20,10,000 under the head ‘ 26C.— District 
Executive Force — Police Force — Pay of Sub-Inspectors ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to criticise the system of recruitment and position of the 
Moslem community).” 

” That the demand of Rs, 10,03,000 under the head ‘ 26C. — District 
Executive Force — Pay of Assistant Sub-Inspectors and Head Con- 
stables * be reduced by Rs. 100 (to criticise the system of recruitment 
and position of the Moslem community).” 

The following motion of Babu Romes Chandra Bagchi was then 
put and lost: — 

” That the demand of Rs. 2,80,000 under the head * 26C. — District 
Executive Force — Intelligence staff ' be refused.” 
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The following motions of Maulvi Asimnddin Ahamad were then put 
and lost: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 3,30,000 under the head * 20C. — District 
Executive Force — Clothing charges ' be reduced by Rs. 1,30,000.'* 

“ That the demand of Rs. 1,26,46,000 under the head * 26C. — ^Dis- 
trict Executive Force ' be reduced by Rs. 1,14,30,800." 

The motion of Sri jut Radha Gobinda Ray was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 

Ousts, Mr. JogMfi Cfumera. 
Khan, Oabu OtiMiers Uil. 
Maitt, OaStt MaHtiitfra Nath. 
Woitra, triJut Jasttidra Nath. 
Muktrjta, Sri Jut Taraknath. 
Sal Chaudhuri, Mr. Nanjit. 
Ray, Or. Kumud Sankar. 
Ray, Srijut Radha Qabinda. 
Ray, Oahu Manmatha Nath. 
Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra, 
•arkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 
•an, Srijut Nagandra Nath. 


NOES. 


Bagahi, Babu Ramaa Chandra. 
Banarjaa, Or. Rramathanath. 

Banarjaa. Babu Rramatha Nath. 

Bwau, Mr. P. 0. 

Biawaa, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Baaa, Babu Bajay Kriahna. 

Bata, Mr. S. C. 

Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chakrayarti, Babu Jagindra Chandra. 
Chattarjaa, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 

Outt, Babu Saral Kumar. 

Ohoaa, Babu Amarandra Nath. 


Afial, Mauivi Syad Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Mauivi Kaairuddin. 

Blair, Mr. 4. R. 

Caaaalta, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Hahiar Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, tha Non'bla Naarab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 
Choudhury, Mauivi Khorthad Aiam. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. J. 
oath, Mr. A. J. 

Orummond, Mr. 4. 0. 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. Q. M. 
Forraatar, Mr. 4. Campbalt. 

Fyfa, Mr. 4. H. 

Ohoaa, Mr. M. G. 

Oumar, Mr. C. W. 

Naqua, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Aiiiul. 
Hogg, Mr. S. F. 

Hopkyna, Mr. W. S. 

Huaain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Syad 
Maqbul. 

Huaaain, Mauivi Latafat. 

Jonklna, Or. W. A. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Kaaom, Mauhrl Abut. 


Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muauam Ali. 
Khan, Mauivi Tamiiuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Raiaur Rahman. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 

Maguiro, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, the Hon'blo Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. S. 

Mittor, th# Hon’bli Sir Frovath Chundor. 
Moborly, tho Hon’bit Mr. A. N. 

Ordith, Mr. 4. B. 

Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

Fhlllp, Mr. 4. Y. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur*. 

Rauf, Mauivi Syod Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Surondra Nath. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Roto, Mr. C. F. 

Sarkor, Rai Sahib Robati Mohan. 

Sattar, Khan Bahadur Abduo. 

•taploton, Mr. H. E. 

Tato, Major Oonoral Bodfrty. 

Thomat, Mr. H. W. 

Thompoon, Mr. W. N. 

Twynam, Mr. N. 4. 

Wordoworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes l>eiug 24 and the Noes 50 the following motion was 
lost : — 

" That the demand of Jls. 1,25,46,000 under the head ‘ 26C. — Dis- 
trict Executive Force ' be reduced by Rs. 26,05,000." 
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. Tint following motion of Babu Naliniianjan Sarker was tlmii: put 
and leal; — 

** That the demand of Rs. 1^25,45,000 under the head ‘ 26C. — Dis- 
trict Executive Force * be reduced by Rs. 2,45,000.** 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Baku AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: That the demand of 
Rs. 2,47,700 under the head ‘ 26D. — Police Training School ’ be reduced 
by Rs. 28,131 (the excess over the actuals of 1927-28).** 

Bibu MANMATHA NATH ROY: That the demand of 
Ks. 2,47,700 under the head ‘26D. — Police Training School ’ be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to discuss the policy regarding Police Training School).** 

Maulwi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ‘*That the demand of Rs. 2,47,700 
under the head ‘ 26D. — Police Training School * be reduced by 
Rs. 100.** 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY and Babu MANMATHA 
NATH ROY: “ That the demand of Rs, 4,14,160 under the head ‘26E.— 
Special Police * be refused.'* 


Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: ^ That the demand of 
Its. 4,14,160 under the head * 26E — Special Police’ l)e reduced by 
Rs. 41,286 (the excess over the ac^tuals of 1927-28).** 

SHJut RADHA GOBINDA RAY: ^^That the demand of 
Rs. 4,14,160 under the head ‘ 26E. — Special Police ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 20,000.** 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: That the demand of 
Rs. 4,14,160 under the head * 26 Pa — S pecial Police ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to discuss the policy regarding special police).*’ 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: <‘That the demand of 
Rs. 8,15,450 under the head ‘26F. — Railway Police’ be reduced by 
Ra. 94,832 (the excess over the actuals of 1927-28).** 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ** That the demand of 
Rs. 8,15,450 under the head ‘ 26F. — Police — Railway Police * be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the policy regarding Railway police).** 
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Mm lE^DY KRISHNA ROSEl Sir, 1 beg ta more that tbe 
demand of Rs. 3,40,000 for Temporary Force ** under tbe bead 
** 26G. — Criminal Investigation Department ” be ref need. 

Sir, I do not understand tbe meaning of tbe words temporary 
force.’’ A force which has been in existence for a number of years 
is called temporary force in the C.l.D. So far as 1 have been able 
to understand, this temporary force consists of several sections which 
deal with the operations of the Criminal Tribes Act ; it has got another 
section called the Dacoity Section. Now, this temporary force in 
the C.l.D. has got several ramihcations. There is the I.B. Section, 
the D.D. Section, the S.B. Section, the C.l.D. Section proper. On 
a comparison of the figures of crime dealt with by the C.l.D. as a 
whole, I find, Sir — I will confine myself to the figures of 1928 and 
will not compare with the figures of the other years — that in 1928 
the C.l.D. dealt with the following cases : dacoities 94 cases, coining 
2 cases, there was no case of murder. Then, there was one case of 
train wrecking, 11 cases of swindling, 8 cases of note forgery, 2 cases 
under the Arms Act, one case which is called a gang case under 
section 400, I. P. C., 40 cases under the bad livelihood section, i.e., 
section 110 of the Cr. P. C., and 4 cases under section 109, which 
is also a preventive section. Therefore, Sir, I find tihat in 1928 
there were altogether 163 cases in which the C.l.D. investigated. 
Now, if you look at these offences — coining, swindling, note forgery 
and drugging — these can be called only professional crimes. Other 
offences are ordinary crimes under sections 110 and 109 of the Cr. P. C. 
and then dacoity and gang cases under section 400. These cases are 
of a category for which we have in the District Executive Force a 
number of Deputy Inspectors-General, range inspectors and other 
officers. These cases — dacoity and gang cases, 110 and 109 cases — 
came up to 139, that is to say, out of 163 cases dealt with by the 
C.l.D., 139 cases were cases in which the ordinary police force in 
Bengal are quite sufficient to deal with, so that all that is necessary 
on behalf of Government is to keep a small staff in Calcutta to work 
in collaboration with the district force in Bengal. In the temporary 
branch of the Intelligence Department there were 3 district superin- 
tendents of police, 16 inspectors, 38 sub-inspectors, 1 sergeant, 40 
assistant sub-inspectors, 60 head constables and 120 constables and 
11 clerks; and in the dacoity section there are 6 inspectors, 4 sub- 
inspectors, and 3 constables. In the statement showing the cases of 
dacoity dealt with by the temporary staff the cases dealt with were 
only 46 in 1928. It will be very simple for Government to abolish 
the C.l.D. by the method of reorganisation, by re-arrangement, so 
that much of the work that is being done by the C.l.D. may very 
well be done by ordinary police officers. The ordinary police force 
is employed in matters hi which they ought not to be employed. 
For instance, take the case of serving processes. It staggered me 
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wlieii I weift through the report of the Inftpector^Generai of Police to 
find thit the Bengal police had to serve 148,692 processes in 1927. 
What aie these processes which the police are required to serve? They 
were summons for witnesses to the sessions courts, notices regarding 
unclaimed property, notices under the Land Registration Act, notices 
under the Sale law and the Partition law and orders of local and 
district boards mainly with regard to elections. These are summons 
for serving which the police force should not be employed. If the 
police force were not employed in serving nearly 150,000 processes 
much of the work they do in that line would be saved and these 
people could have been employed in other and more important and 
legitimate duties of the police. 

I went th/ou^h the report of the luveHiigalion ol cases foi the 
year 1927, whi'ih is the only report available to us — for the icport 
for 1928 has not yet been published. You will find here that in 1927 
the I.B. investigated into two cases only of a political nature, for 
which the C.I.D., I.B. and D.I.B. already exist. What are the 
other cases they dealt with? They dealt with one case under section 
400, I. P. C., in Murshidabad, one case under section 110, Cr. P. C. 
in the district of 24-Pargana8, one case under section 110 at Midnapore 
and one under section 110 at Hooghly. Many of the members of 
Government who had been in the executive line as district magistrates 
for a long time know very well that section 110 cases could very well 
be left to the ordinary police and not to the C.I.D. Then there was 
one dacoity case which they investigated at Khulna. There was <»ne 
gang case at Mymensingh, where they helped the local police. I do 
not want to multiply instances. I find that of the professional crimes 
which th^ had investigated two are coining cases at Bakarganj, one 
note forgery case at Midnapore, one Tibetan coining case at Darjeeling 
and a bogus Joint Stock Co. case at Bogra. Therefore on a com- 
parison of the cases dealt with by the C.I.D. and I.B., I find two 
cases of a political nature and 4 cases of professional crimes— note 
foigery, coining and swindling, etc. All the other cases dealt with 
by them could very well be left to the ordinary police. Turning to 
the Criminal Tribes I find that only 7 gangs were brought under the 
operation of the Criminal Tribes Act. Even the investigation into 
these cases of criminal tribes might very well be left to the oidinaiy 
police. This shows that gradually the system is adopted of taking 
away from the district police force much of the importuni work that 
should have been left to them and these rases are now dealt with by 
the C.I.D. and I.B. 

With regard to the I.B. there are two sections, one the Calcutta 
Branch, and the other the District Intelligence Branch. Now the 
District Intelligence staff I submit does not at all look after pditical 
oases. There are few political cases which are investigated in the 
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<ii8tri<9t of Bengal. The Calcutta Police Intelligence Bndieli is quit 
competent to deal with one or two political cases which might aris 
in a year and they may not arise for several years together. Thaw 
fore the whole of the District Intelligence Branch seems to me to b 
a superfluity. These are suggestions which I seriously make. T d 
not say that the I.B. or C.I.D. are not at all necessary. A small stal 
working in Calcutta in <;o-ordi nation with the District Police all ove 
Bengal is all that is necessary. The whole amount that is spent fo 
the C.I.D., I.B. and the temporary staff may well be curtailed if th< 
heads of those departments all sit together with the Governmen 
members and non-official members and make their suggestions 
Several months ago I suggested that the time had come for a Police 
Commission to go into the whole question of, police forcjes — the C.I.D 
in the districts of Bengal as well as in the Presidency towns and manj 
constriKitive suggestions could be made and much constructive worl 
could l>e done if this were done. I know there is a standing com 
mittee on Police and I appeal to the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly to sa.^ 
whether it is not a fact that that committee meets very seldom ; ii 
meets perhaps once or twice before the budget session and therefon 
these things (M>uld not be discussed in the Police Standing Committee 
If the Police Standing Committee met regularly, or if some member* 
were co-opted who (^ould make useful suggestions on the lines I have 
suggested, and if there were an exchange of views between the official 
and non-official members, much useful work could be done. Therefore 
I move that this sum be reduced. 

BiIni AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE spoke in Bengali in support 
of the motion moved by Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose. 

Tht Hofl’Mf Mfa Ab Nb moberly* I hope the Council will give 
us full marks for the confiding way in which we have supplied Babu 
Bejoy Krishna Bose with ammunition with which to demolish us. 
The temporary force is a force which is maintained as temporary 
because we are in the constant hoj)e of getting rid of most if not all 
of it. I admit thM our demand for 1929-t3() is Rs. 40,000 more than 
the demand for 1928-29; but as a matter of fact we have made a con- 
siderable reduction in the p>ersonnel and we hope, if things go smooth- 
ly, to be able to make a further reduction. But I cannot give a 
guarantee of this at the present moment. 

As regards Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose^s speech, I am surprised 
that a lavryer of his eminence should consider that dacoity cannot be 
classed, in any oirqumstances, as professional crime. The experience 
of any District Mstgistrate and any Superintendent of Police would 
ehow that frequently dn^oity is the work of professionals— of people 
make a livelihood out of it; who may have hegua in a small ir%y 
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but wlio, finding after a time that it quite a simple mattW^^ com- 
mit daemty, have widened their sphere of operations and enlarged 
their gma^. 

Communications are easier now than they used to be and criminals 
bave learnt this fact. I have the report from which he has quoted. 
I would begin by mentioning— this was in 1927—1 would begin by 
mentioning that the list of cases mentioned by the Inspector-General 
of Police is not exhaustive. He says that the officers of the C. I. D. 
were engaged in the following amongst other important investiga- 
tions. Glancing down the list I find there was a case where a gang 
was caught in Noakhali whose members came from Dacca and 
Tipperah. Another gang operated in the districts of Palma, Rangpur 
and Goalpara and along the northern section of the Eastern Bengal 
and Assam Bengal Railways. Section 110 cases are also cases in 
which one has to deal with a gang. When a gang operates over a 
considerable area and its depredations extend to two or more districts 
and even to different provinces, I maintain that if the detection and 
investigation work is left to the ordinary district police, it is unlikely 
to be successful, not because the district police are devoid of detective 
ability but because they have to cope with a great deal of ordinary 
work and cannot be spared to devote their whole time to running these 
gangs to earth. The C. I. D. is therefore necessary, and I am afraid 
I cannot agree that any reduction is possible. It is not for pleasure 
that we make these demands from the Council. We do it because we 
have to. 

There is then the Intelligence Branch side. There we have 
reduced more than we have done in the C. I, D. section and there we 
hope to be able to reduce further. We must however — and I think 
the Council will admit it — go slowly. The Council has not perhaps 
forgotten that not very long ago we had under restraint of various 
kinds a number of people whom we honestly believed — I am afraid my 
friends on the other side will not agree with me there, but at any rate 
they will give us credit for our honest conviction — whom we honestly 
believed were engaged in a terrorist conspiracy. The restraint upon 
those people was gradually relaxed, and they are now at liberty. We 
hope that this liberty will not be misused. Nobody would be more 
grieved than I if any of these people were to do anything which would 
require us to take any further action against them. But I think the 
Council will admit, having regard to our genuine conviction, that we 
must go slow before we cease to take any interest in their doings. 

I do not think, Sir, I can say more about this. I cannot go into 
much detail. I will say this that as regards a number of these people, 
we have he<m agreeably surprised — ^we believe that for the time being, 
and I hope that it may be for ever, they have set their lace agftinst 
violence. But, Sir, I am not prepared to relax vigilance entirely. 

80 
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I think that on Government’s part it would be nothing short of folly 
to do so. I can only express the hope that the time will come before 
very long when we shall be able to dispense with enquiries about these 
people. I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Babu Bejoy Erishna Bose was then put and lost. 

The following motion was not moved : — 

Mr. P. C. BA8U: That the demand of Rs. 11,000 under the head 
* 26G.— Tolice — Criminal Investigation Department — Rewards ’ be 
refused.” 

Balm AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,00,000 under the head “ 26G — Criminal Investiga- 
tion Department — Secret Service money ” be refused. 

He spoke in Bengali in support of his motion. 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Mr. President, Sir, I would 
request the Hon’ble Mr, Moberly to remember the biblical phrase 
** Do unto others as you would like others to do unto you.” He has 
asked us, the members on this side of the House, to give credit to the 
Government for its honest beliefs. I hope. Sir, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Moberly will give credit to us for our honest beliefs also. I do 
not know whether there is a terrorist conspiracy; if there is, Govern- 
ment depends upon the reports of spies, informers and others. If 
information is given to the police officers by their spies, watchers and 
informers, that information like the information that is annually got 
from the village chaukidai’s is pigeonholed in the Secretariat as 
** informations of State.” If there is a conspiracy — a terrorist con- 
spiracy — Government ought to know that such a conspiracy could 
be quelled in no time by a policy not of repression but of conciliation. 
People conspire against Government not actuated by motives of gain 
for they suffer most but by political considerations, improving the 
political and economic conditions. With regard to this demand for 
secret service money, I submit, Sir, that there is a bed odour about it. 
In the whole Police budget there is a demand for some money here 
and some money there, and if all these be collected together, the 
whole demand comes to Rs. 2,59,390 in the shape of rewards; that is 
to say, nearly Rs. 2,60,000 are paid to police people in the shape of 
rewards. Why is this special demand of Rs. 1,00,000 under the head 
of secret service money. Well, Sir, I shall say nothing except from 
my own personal experience. Years ago I was prosecuting on behalf 
of the Crown a gang«case and the approrer in that case was cross- 
examined by one of the accused named Habib — ^there was nobody 
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to defend the accused. The trial was held before Mr. P. C. Beach- 
croft than whom we had not had a better or a more popular 
Judge. 

6-15 p.m. 

Now, Sir, that witness — an approver — in the course of cross- 
examination of four hours completely broke down. He was 
cross-examined not by a trained lawyer but by the act‘.used himself. 
I was \ery anxious to know as to how' was it that the approver broke 
down. When the case was over I asked the approver “ how is it that 
you an associate of these people, could not give satisfactory answers 
as to where you held consultation and so forth. The man snid 
had I ever been there myself? I was taken there by Babu so and 
so the Investigating Officer. I went only twice to that place.’* 

[At 6-15 p.ni. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 6-30 p.m. The Hon’ble the President took the (-hair.] 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: 1 was relating, Sir, my personal 
experience as to how this money is used. I was saying that when that 
approver was asked how was it that he broke down in cross-examination, 
he said he had never been to that place, he was taken there twice and 
he was tutored to say what he said. That, Sir, I believe, is how’ secret 
service money is spent, I do not know' whether any account is kepi. 
I understand that this money is si)ent in creating evidence, of course, 
without the knowledge of the higher officers of the police. No officer 
of the thana will go and tell the Inspector-General of Police that he 
had tutored witnesses or created evidence by giving money. They 
will simply take the men to the superior officers and say these are the 
men who will give evidence. This money is paad to informers, 
watchers, spies and so forth, and, T think, such an amount ought 
not to be passed by this House. We know of the old story of n 
memorial which was sent by a political prisoner at Mandalay to Ihe 
Secretary of State and Members of Parliament, in which it was slated 
that agent provocateurs were let loose in order to bring people to 
trouble. I think this is done by' means of this secret service money. 
Now, what is this reward of Rs. 2,60,000 and what is this secret 
service fund of Rs. 1 lakh, for which a separate demand is made? 
Year after year we find that the demand under this head is increasing. 
In 1922-23 it was Rs. 29,462, in the year 1924-25 it was Rs. 74,990 
and it has now come up to Rs. 1 lakh. This Council ought not, know- 
ing fully how evidence is secured by this tainted money, to vote this 
amount. 

Mr. RREBI DENTS The guillotine falls at 7-25 and I have decided 
not to adjourn before 7-25, that is until the House finishes with this 
demand. 
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Thi Itolt’bit Mfa A« N# MOBERLYs I always £nd some 
Sir, in speaking in connection with secret service money, 
because it is used for secret service. But when I say secret 
service, the service is not so secret that I and a few other 
people are not privileged to look into the accounts. I may assure 
this House that accounts are kept and that it is only within the 
last few weeks that we have had an inquisition into the secret service 
accounts. My friend, Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose, may rest assured that 
whatever I may say about what he has said in this Council, -and if 
ever I may say anything which appears to reflect upon him,- -I give 
him credit for honest belief in every word that passes his lips. He has 
quoted a case in which he was concerned, in which an appiover 
admitted that he had been tutored. I do not Know vhat that case 
was or when it occurred. I only hope that he at once brought it to the 
notice of the higher authorities in the Police Department. I may 
mention that to my own knowledge a case occurred in comparatively 
re‘ceiit times when I was in charge of the department, in which we were 
led to believe that certain police officers had tutored a certain witness, 
and those police officers tvere punished — I think suitably punished. 
My friend says that he knows nothing about any terrorist conspiracy. 
I have said in this Council before that if members would take the 
trouble to read the Bowlatt Report, of which I think a copy is in the 
Library — and if there is not a copy there I shall be glad to send any- 
body a copy to read— they w’ill be convinced that the terrorist 
conspiracy which was investigated by the Ttowlatt Committee was not 
a flgment of the imagination of the police. The evidence on which 
action is taken against terrorists is never the isolated evidence of any 
particular person. Cases are quoted in the Bowlatt Report which show 
how evidence is collected — evidence which at the time may seem 
trivial — but which dovetails with other evidence from entirely different 
sources to confirm the fact already ascertained. It is only human to err 
but I claim that in all cases in w'hich we have acted in connection 
with the terrorist conspiracy, the margin of error has practically been 
eliminated. 

Then, Sir, he spoke of quelling anything in the way of revolu- 
tionary conspiracy by a policy of conciliation. I would only refer him 
to the recent news from Ireland, which is a country which the party 
to which he belongs is never tired of referring to as a parallel to India. 
The President there declared that notwithstanding the fact that 
Houthem Ireland had become a dominion, a terrorist conspiracy was 
in existence, which would require the most drastic action to quell. I 
have little doubt myself that even when my friend and his friends are 
responsible for maintaining law and order in Bengal, they will And it 
impossible to do withoitt a certain amount of secret service money. I 
can only say that we do not employ agent provacateute and we do not 



im^] 


DEMANDS FOR GBANTO, 


spend m$my in tutoring witnesses, and if anybody can proTe to me tlai 
any witneas baa been tutored, I shall be very pleased to take the most 
drastic action against any person who is proved to have taken part in 
such tutoring. 

With these words I beg to oppose the motion. 

The motion of Babu Amarendra Nath Ghose was then put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 

Ktian, Babu D tbti H ra Lai. 
Haiti, Babu MabtiMlra Nath. 
Maitra, trijut JotaiNlra Nath, 
MuMrlaa, Brijut Tarahaath. 
Ray, Brijut Ratfha Sabinda. 
Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 
Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Barkar, Babu Naliniraiiian. 
Ban, Brijut Nagandra Nath. 

NOES. 


Bagahi, Babu Ramaa Chandra. 
Banarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 
Banarjaa, Babu Pramatha Nath. 
Biaaiaa, Babu B u randr a Nath. 

Baaa, Babu Bajay Kriahna. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chatttrjaa, Brijut BiJay Kumar. 
Dutt, Babu Baral Kumar. 

Qha^ Babu Amarandra Nath. 


Afxal, Mauivi Byad Muhammad. 

Blair, Mr. 4 , R. 

Cataallt, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Baiyid Nawab Aii, Khan Bahadur. 
Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cahan, Mr. 0. 4 , 

Oath, Mr. A. 4 . 

Drummond, Mr. 4 , 6. 

Choat, Mr. M. C. 

Cordon, Mr. A. 0. 

Curnar, Mr. C. W. 

Hogg, Mr. Q. P. 

Nopkyns, Mr. W. B. 

Huaaain, MauIvi Latafat. 

Jonktna, Or. W. A 

Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muaziam All. 


Maguiro, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, the Hon'Mo Mr. A. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla Sir Provaah Chundar. 
Mobarty, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Philip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur% 

Ray, Babu Burandra Nath. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Roaa, Mr. 0. F. 

Barkar, Rai Bahib Rabat! Mohan. 
Btaplaton, Mr. H. I. 

Tata, Major Banaral Codfroy. 

Thomaa, Mr. H. W. 

Thompaon, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 

Wordaworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 18 and the Noes 83 the motion was lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. 1 should like to have one discussion on motions 
Nos. 507 — 615 together. 

Mr« D. N. ROY: 1 beg to move that the demand of Ks. 10,64,500 
under the head “ 26G. — Police — Criminal Investigation Department 
be refused. 

The following motion standing in the name of Sri jut Taraknath 
Mukerjea was called but not moved: — 

‘‘ That the demand of Rs. 10,64,500 under the head * 26G* — 
Criminal Investigation Department * be reduced by Rs. 5,48,000/' 
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irijtit RADHA GOBINDA RAY: 1 beg to move that the demaad 
of Bs. 10,64,500 under the head “ 26G. — ^Police — Criminal Investiga- 
tion Department ” be reduced by Re. 4,50,000. 

I am fully confident, Sir, that there is no such thing as a terrorist 
movement at present in Bengal. 1 beg to state that the C. 1. D., so far 
as the investigation of seditious crimes are concerned, is absolutely 
unnecessary. Taking for the sake of argument, that there is a secret 
organisation of terrorist movement, I must say that the responsibility 
for this terrorist movement lies entirely with the Government, because 
wherever there are political crimes they are the necessary concomitant 
of bad government and the rectification thereof lies not in employing 
so many C. I. D. officers but by adopting a system of administration 
according to the lines suggested by the representatives of the people. 
Sir, a (change in the angle of vision is what is needed. We know that 
no country in the world hfiis been able to eradicate and suppress poli- 
tical activities by the employment of a number of C. I. D.’s. Revolu- 
tionary crimes have no initial attraction in themselves but bad admin- 
istration generates revolutionary' crimes. When young people are led 
to l>elieve that the constitution of their country is absolutely hopeless 
and constitutional agitation bears no fiiiit their enthusiasm is led into 
a channel which we all deplore. Therefore I do assert on the floor of 
this House that Govemment is taking a wrong line by continuously 
spending large sums of money upon the activities of the C. I. D. But 
the effect is that instead of suppressing such crimes — if such activities 
do exist at all at present in Bengal they are helj)ing to create and 
generate such activities. We are all familiar with the activities of the 
C. I. 1). People who have never dreamt of conceiving such things are 
shadowed, as my friend Babu Amarendra Nath Ghose has said, simply 
if they happen to mix or converse with people who are not in the good 
graces of Government. Perhaps a gentleman is related to a man who 
is looked upon with suspicion by the C. I. D. and if that unfortunate 
gentleman converses with that suspected gentleman he will be followed 
and his life will l)e made unWarable. I agree, however, that a 
C. I. Department is necessary and is useful, but it is useful in so far 
as the investigation of cases of a subtle and complex nature is in 
question. A deparrment dealing with that may be maintained but 
I request Government to change its angle of vision and do away with 
that part of the department which is not looked upon by the represen- 
tatives of the people as at all necessary. With these words I beg to 
move that the department should be curtailed and it should be main- 
tained at a cost which the people can bear without any grievance. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Babu NALINiRANdAN BARKER: That the demand of 
Rs, 10,64,500 under the^head ' 26G. — Police- Criminal Investigation 
Department ’ be reduced by Rs. 1,64,500.*’ 
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BMli AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs Tkat tke damaad of 
Bfi. 10|C4,600 under tke kead ‘ 26G. — Police — Criminal Investigation 
Department * be reduced by Rs. 62,222 (tke excess over tke actuals of 
1927-28)/' 


BabM MANMATHA NATH ROY: Tkat tke demand of 
Rs. 10,64,500 under tke head ‘ 26G. — Police — Criminal Investigation 
Department ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the policy of the 
Department)." 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have to reply to two 
motions. The first is for the total refusal of the demand for the 
Criminal Investigation Department. I do not think there are more 
than two members of this CouiumI who would support that motion 
judging from what I heard sai<l. T would merely beg to ]>oint out 
that notwithstanding the recent increase in the pay of the lower ranks 
of the police the total cost of the Criminal Investigation Department 
for 1929-dO is only Rs. d.OOO more than the estimated cost for the 
current year. 

Coming to the proposal that the grant should be reduced by 
Rs. 4J lakhs Srijut Radha (tobinda Ray has expressed his conviction 
that there is no terrorist conspiracy. I give him credit for all honesty 
in his conviction and as 1 have already said this evening I am happy 
to say that the evidence points at present to an absence of a desire 
for immediate violence among a number of those who were recently 
restrained. But I also said that I was afraid that w^e should have 
to go rather slow in entirely releasing them from supervision. He 
said that no country was able to suppress political activities by means 
of the Criminal Investigation Department. We have no desire to 
suppress all political activities and I think it is only necessary for 
anybody to read his daily paper to see how very active political move- 
ments are at the present day. What we have to suppress is terrorism. 
Terrorism for the present has declined but, Sir, without refening in 
any detail to a case which is svh judice^ I would refer to the fact 
that a sub-inspector has lost his life within the last month by being 
fitabbed. I oppose these motions. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 10,64,500 under the head 
26G. — Police -Criminal Investigation Department" be refused was 
put and lost. 

The motion that the demand of Rs. 10,64,500 under the head 
■“26G. — Police — Criminal Investigation Department" be reduced by 
Rs. 4,50,000 was put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Bibii AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: That tke demand of 
Rs. 90,000 under tke kead ‘ 261.— Police Works ’ be refused." 
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Mr. raetlOINT: 1 sliiill take motions Nos. 518 to 528 together. 


7 p.m. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: I beg formally to move that the demand of 
Ks. 1,94,55,000 under the head ** 26. — Police be reduced by 
Rs. 1,94,54,999.15-11. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEEt I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,94,55,000 under the head “26. — Police ’’ be reduced 
by Rfl. 1,00,00,000 (on the ground of need for retrenchment and 
economy — bad Government policy — ^non-employment of Indians in 
higher services- low scale of pay of Indians and high scale of pay 
of Buix)peun8). 

In moving my motion for reduction, I submit that I am voicing 
the opinion of my countrymen when I say that time has come when 
the Government should seriously consider the desirability of reducing 
the police expenditure. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you make one speech on 519 and 520? 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: All right, Sir, I am 
moving both. My next motion is that the demand of Rs. 7,94,55,000 
under the head “26. — Police” be reduced by Rs. 45,00,000 (on the 
ground of extravagance, bad judice administration, need for economy 
and retrenchment, non-employment of Indians in superior and higher 
posts, low scale of pay of Indian officers). 

No one says that the Police Department should be abolished 
altogether, but what we say is that the expenditure on police should 
be propt)rtionate to the income of the Government, and other import- 
ant departments should not be starved in order to supply money to 
the Police Department. If we look to the budgets of the previous 
yeai*fi we are struck with the appalling increase of police expenditure 
in Bengal. A few years back the Government could manage with 
a sum below a crow, but with shamelessnees and jobbery that are 
peculiar to its own this benign British Government, said to be based 
on the principles of equity, justice and commonsense, has increased 
the police expenditure from a sum below one crore to more than two 
crores and twelve lakhs of rupees. But we forget that this Govern- 
ment is based neither on equity nor on justice nor on commonsense. 
Does the Government seriously think that it can go on increasing 
expenditure on police at the present rate? What is the object of 
doing so? If it is ’their object to rule Bengal on the point of the 
bayonet, if it is the objet^t of the Government not to take into eon- 
Edence the children of the soil but to engage secret police officers 
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to waliik tho movements of the people — to watch how they move, how 
they i^teak, how they think — ^then I am afraid your attempts are 
bound to fail. 1 understand that thousands of persons are employed 
in secret service, and whether in the Bar Library, or in College 
Professors* rooms, in hostels, clubs, boardings and even in Govern- 
ment offices, there are numerous secret service men whose only duty 
is to watch the movements of the children of the soil and to report 
against them. We had been told that there were even detectives to 
report against Lord Carmichael who was suspected for his pro-Indian 
views, and even such eminent men as the late Matilal Ghosh of the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika was not allowed to have free conversation 
with His Excellency Lord Carmichael. Sir, if the Government pro- 
ceeds in this way it will have to keep one detective for every person 
above the age of 12, and thus several crores of detectives would be 
necessary to keep Bengal under subjection. 

Them coming to the general side of the question we find that in 
spite of the heavy expenditure on police, the lives and properties in 
Bengal are not safe. One cannot go out in a city or town with any 
valuables in his pocket, cases of theft and dacoity are increasing in 
alarming degree, the honour of girls and ladies in villages is not 
safe and yet we find that the cost of the police administration is 
daily increasing. 

Sir, I say that the people of this country have no confidence in 
the Police Department. In the first place, they do not got any real 
help from them. Even if there be any cases of theft or dacoity or 
any other crime committed in their houses, they are loathe to lodge 
any ccmiplaint before the police, l>ecause far from getting any real 
help leading to the detection of the crime these gentlemen — whether 
they are educated men of towns or uneducated villagers all of them 
are insulted in such a way, they are treated in sin^h a rude and 
harsh manner, that they think it better not to be harassed any more. 
Gn the other hand the public is deeply grieved to find that the police 
very often treats public-spirited gentlemen, idealistic and noble youths 
in a manne<r that is really sh(K!king, Then we find that although our 
unfortunate fellow-countrymen in the Police Department take upon 
themselves all the odium and blame for working against the true 
interests of the Indians, all the higher appointments have been filled 
up with officers recruited from a foreign land— with no education, 
no culture, and no experience of Indian affairs. I say from personal 
knowledge that there has been great disappointment and disaffection 
among the Indian section of the Police Department who are daily 
becoming estranged on account of the unfair treatment that is meted 
out to them as regards pay, prospects and pension and privileges. 
And from this Council chamber I give a warning to the Government 
that it is ruling our country against the goodwill of everybody. 
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All the departments of the Government as they are administered 
now are unpopular, but there is no other department which is so 
unpopular, so anti-national, so extravagant as this Police Department 
is. And if the trustees of the Indian Empire, for the benefit of 
England, try to govern India as they are now doing, I am sure that 
sooner or later they will have to face a situation that they could 
have easily avoided by taking into confidence the children of the 
soil. A little more statesmanship, a little more foresight would have 
avoided such a crisis. I therefore say that have confidence in the 
people, do not make their lives uncomfortable by constant spying and 
shadowing the peoj)le, take the help of the people of the land by 
organising volunteer corps for keeping watch in the villages and 
thereby try to prevent theft, arson, dacoity, and take the help of the 
Indian police officers and curtail the expenditure, and thereby save 
one crore of rupees. And if you can save a crore, you will save the 
lives of many crores of the hungry and thirsty people of Bpngal. 
Give them water, give them food, and shelter and clothing, medicine 
and diet. It is the crying need of the country. Economy, economy 
in all its branches, is the need of the hour and have your support 
on the love and goodwill of the people. 

Srijut ilOGENDRA NATH MOITRA: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 1,94,55,000 under the head “26. — Police” l)e reduced 
by Rs. 18,36,000. 

Sir, I will not say anything on the main policy on which the 
Government is run in this country, I mean the policy of the mailed 
fist, which the police provides. I will not say anything about the 
vagaries of tbe police, or of the high-handed and brutal treatment 
that is meted out to our men and women for their only fault of 
loving their country. I will not allude to the sinister activity of 
the (himinal Investigation Department and the agent provocateurs. 
I w'ill not also dwell on the indignities that are daily heaped on 
our respected leaders in the name of law and order. I will confine 
myself to my motion which is simply an outcome of a practical neces- 
sity whi<*h this deficit budget has rendered inevitable. 

Sir, the total amount (voted) provided under the head “ Police ” 
in the budget for 1929-30 exceeds the amount provided for this year’s 
(1928-29) budget by Rs. 1R,36,000. My moderate proposal is 
to reduce this excess amount and make it equivalent to the amount 
of the current year, i.e., Rs. 1,76,20,000 in place of Rs. 1,94,55,000. 

If, on the plea of insufficiency of funds, you could curtail grants 
from the nation-buil4ing departments, as for instance frmn tbe Depart- 
ment of Ptiblic Health, ^ what reasonable gpround cun there be that 
can weigh against your curtailing on this head? But here, I am 
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ii(^ elr«li asking you to curtail but only not to increase this allot- 
ment. This can be very easily and conveniently done. The Govern- 
ment ii fully aware of the insistent demand for funds from Trans- 
ferred departments, i.e., the Departments of Education, Sanitation 
and Agriculture. This Rs. 18 lakhs if properly distributed will go a 
great way to calm the public feeling in this country. The manner 
in which the public money is squandered over the Police ” has 
been clearly shown the other day and also to-day by my friend Mr. 
Bejoy Krishna Bose. Huge amount of money is wasted without 
reason or justification on the construction of family quarters of 
married sergeants and officers. One lakh of rupees is handed over 
to the C. I. D. every year us “ secret service money ’’—Secrecy is 
regarded as sin in individuals; it is more so in body-i>olitics. Here 
we, the representatives of the i>eopIe, aie not allowed to know how 
this amount is expended. 

Then, I shall proceed on to show how a large sum of money is 
spent from Bengal revenue for concerns whose proceeds is entirely 
swallowed by the Central Government — I refer to the Railway police 
and the Port police. Sir, the railway administration is entirely run 
by the Central Government and the income derived from this source 
is entirely appropriated by the Imi)erial Goveniment. Any question 
or proposal made in connection with railways is not accepted in this 
House on the ground that the Piovince has no jurisdiction over it. 
Fnder the circumstames may I enquire why the Government of 
Bengal is made to pay Rs. 8,78,000 every year for Railway police? 
Is it at all consistent and ])ro|>er that one Government should be 
victimized for the benefit of the other? 

Sir, on the revenue side, we find that we get only a paltry sum 
of Rs. 19,500 as contribution for the Railway police. Most probably 
this small contribution we receive from the Bengal-Nu^ipur and Assam- 
Bengal Railways. But absolutely nothing is received from the 
Eastern Bengal and East Indian Railways. We can urge upon the 
Central Government to bear the expense of this Railway police. This 
will make a saving of more than Rs. 8 lakhs a year. 

We are also asked to spend Rs. 3,21,741 on “ Port police.” This 
also, I beg to submit, is primarily a matter of the Central Govern- 
ment. It is most unfair to make Bengal pay for safeguarding the 
interest of the Central Government. 

Sir, I will not be long. I have ventured to make a very modest 
suggestion — I have pointed out a few of the many items where cur- 
tailment can be effectively done. I hope, the Government, if it has 
the slightest consideration for the demands of the people, will forth- 
with accept my proposition. 
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The followings motion was called but not moved: — 

Rabll dOQINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: ' That the 
demand of Rs. 1,94,65,000 under the head * 26. — Police ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 16,61,000.'^^ 

Srijilt NACENDRA NATH SEN; I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,94,66,000 under the head 26. — Police be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the fact that the number of Deputy 
Inspectors-General should be reduced). 

• My intention by moving this motion is to draw the attention of 
this House to the number of Deputy Inspectors-General which ought 
to be reduced. It will be seen from the Civil liist that there are 
6 Deputy Inspectors-General of Police drawing a salary of Rs. 1,700 
to 2,150 per month. All of them are Europeans and there is not 
a single Indian. I also learn from some of the previous speakers that 
some of these officers are employed in the administration of the Rail- 
way police and the Port police. Sir, whenever any question with 
regard to the administration of the railways is raised in this House 
the Hon’ble Member-in-charge, Mr. MaiT, is always very content 
to say that railway is a Central subject and therefore sacrosant so 
far as this Council is concerned. If we have got to pay for the piper 
we have a right to call for the tune. If we have to pay for the police 
of the railways how is it that we cannot say anything for the in- 
equitous condition of the railways. Out of these 6 Deputy Inspectors- 
General of Police it is stated that one officer is in charge of the Presi- 
dency Division, another in charge of Dacca Division and so forth. 
The (juestion is whether the number of Deputy Inspectors-General 
can be reduced. No one says that the Government must not pay 
anything for the upkeep of the police. The maintenance of the police 
force is ner cssary for the proper administration of the Province but 
w'hen the ratio exceeds, the cry is for retrenchment. The plea for 
increasing the expenditure upon the police is that there is terrorism 
consequent upon the discontent of the people. We do not admit that 
tliere is any terrorism in this country, hut no one can deny that dis- 
content is on the inmase. In everibody’s mind there is discontent — 
discontent towards the Government for the bad administration of the 
country, for the want of sympathy on the part of high placed officials 
whose duty it is to sympathetically administer the affairs of this 
country. 

7-16 p.m. 

It has been shown by my friend Babu Bejoy Kumar Chatterjee 
that in a few years tihe expenditure on the police has nearly doubled, 
namely, from below a crore of rupees it has risen to more than two 
crores of rupees, and the question is whether the discontent is is 
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proportion to that. Are the Government prepared to say that when 
the pi^ce expenditure was below a crore of rupees, the discontent was 
only one-half F The remedy for removing this discontent lies not in 
increasing the expenditure on police but in adopting a sympathetic 
and kind attitude towards the people. With these words, I commend 
my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

MniHvi 8HAM8UR.RAHMAN: That the demand of 
Hs. 1,94,55,000 under the head ‘ 26, — Police * be reduced by Rs. 100 
(on the ground that a certain percentage of Inspectors of Police 
should be recruited directly).*’ 

8rfjut TARAKNATH MUKERdEAs “ That the demand of 
Rs. 1,94,55,000 under the head ‘ 26.— Police ’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to discuss the general policy).” 

Babu JATINORA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. 1,94,55,000 under the head ” 26. — Police ” 
be reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that the police, who proved 
hopelessly inefficient during the recent riots at Calcutta, Pabna, 
Dacca and other districts, do not deserve to get a single pie more than 
what they used to get before). 

Sir, when I first went through the budget for 1929-80 the most 
striking fact that arrested ray attention was the Police budget. I 
do not know why this enhanced grant was necessary at all. This is a 
time when there is no trouble in any part of the country and when 
the demands on the additional services of the police are nil. At such 
a time the Finance Member thought it fit to budget for an excess 
grant of Rs. 16,17,000 than the revised estimate for 1928-29 and 
Rs. 27,89,000 than the actuals for 1927-28. 

Sir, it is said by some English writers that British administration 
in India is absolutely unselfish, scrupulous, provident and 
charitable. India pays for India Office establishment in England, 
while the colonies, 20 times well off, contribute nothing to the 
Colonial Office. Every man, woman and child in India has to pay 
from one to two shillings every year as tribute to England — a tribute 
no Roman or Spanish colony ever bore. The highest salaries are 
paid, the overseas allowances and the heaviest pensions are provided 
for administrators and leave is granted on a most liberal scale. 
Where then is the vaunted self-sacrifice P This absolutely unselfish 
administration does not prevent people from dying from starvation 
like flies, does not prevent an epidemic vifitation in famine-stricken 
area from producing worse horror ^an a battle-field. This has been 
the aarmal condition of the coub^ we live in since the advent of 

British administration. 
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Sir, when reports of death from starvation, reports of people livinj^ 
on boiled kachu and plants pour in every day from different places, 
the Hon’ble Member>in-charge is moving for an excess grant of 
Rs. 27,39,000 for the expenditure under the head “ Police ** on whom 
l>e8ides the charge of inefficiency it is no new thing to heap a number 
of accusations in the strongest possible words. Complaints, even the 
most well founded complaints against the police, have come and gone 
without producing the slightest impression on the people for whom 
they had been intended. But the wearer alone knows where the shoe 
pinches. Those who make such extravagant estimates for agents of 
law and order and assign the lion’s share of the budgeted expenditure, 
the most favourite department of the bureaucracy, are simply asked 
to refer to the man in the street as to what he thinks of resorting to 
police for relief when a crime is committed in his house, the invari- 
able answer has been and we believe shall be “it is only falling out 
of the frying pan into the hre.” The platitudes of the official members 
supporting the claims of the police as superior to those of every 
other department have come to be felt as grossly insulting to the 
people. Sometime they seem to be devoid of all sense of humour in 
urging their preferential claims. 

Every one of us has a close acquaintance what sort of law and 
order is kept in the country by the annual demand of more than two 
crore of rupees from men most of whom do not know what a full meal 
is and who suck mud in place of drinking water and have hardly a 
wherewithal to cover their loins with rags. 

But, Sir, God only knows, how long we shall be thus crying in 
the wilderness. In an arena, where it is said, that we are holding a 
rehearsal of responsible government, it may not be interesting to com- 
pare notes and ask the most pertinent question, how much has been 
given for the relief of the famine-stricken people of Bengal whose cry 
has been piercing the ears of the officials and non-officials for such a 
long time. It is no use accentuating the unrealitj?^ of our political 
life as evidenced here and we can only pray that the sooner our people 
take to fresh fields and pastures new, the better for the unfortunate 
country. Corruption and dishonesty ai'e of course the stock charges 
against these detectors and investigators of the immoral anti-social 
activities of the people. There cannot be a truer application of the 
proverb “ Physician heal thyself first.” 

Sir, the feeling of helplessness is daily growing on the people so 
far as the commission and omission of this pampered department of 
Government is concerned that to make even the slightest reference to 
them — except in such privileged places — is to incur the displeasure 
of the ruling authorities. 

According to the muMkssal people the Govemmmit means the 
police and keep them at an arm’s length even when their hrip is most 
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needed^ We have experienced that daring the disturbances of the 
country like riots, etc., the existing police force and military could 
not at ail successfully cope with the situation and the assistance of 
the volunteers from and within the countiy became indispensable. 
We have also seen during the recent riots in Calcutta and other places 
young band of volunteers successfully and creditably organised them- 
selves within a short period and with grave risks and some times with 
the sacrifice of their own lives they succeeded in bringing out peace 
and order in the country. Not a word however has been mentioned 
by the police authorities or the Government in praise of the valuable 
assistance of the self-sacrificing bands though the martyrs like 
Chandra Kanta Deb, Jotindra Nath Sur of Calcutta, Romesh Chandra 
Banerjee of Comilla lost their lives to render help to this pampered 
department. After the riots — just fancy after the riots — the Govern- 
ment thought fit to take new recruits for strengthening the force all 
over Bengal, and specially at Calcutta the European inspectors at a 
cost of Rs. 52,737 or Rs. 733 per inspector per month, police forces 
were strengthened at different parts of the district at huge expenses. 
In 1927-28 armed police force was again strengthened by the addition 
of another battalion, mosqufto curtains were purchased at 
Rs. 40,000. Big police housing schemes were maturing completion at 
fabulous costs. This and other things you go on adding to your list 
of expenses and you come every year for enhanced grant for increment 
of pay. This revision of pay, Sir, was rejected by this House and 
was restored by His Excellency the Governor in his extraordinary 
powers. 

Now, Sir, my point for token cut is that you appoint European 
sergeants where there is no necessity at all at a salary which could 
provide at least 7 Indians equally competent at the cost of a single 
of them. They do not understand the language of the people, they 
do not understand the feeling, the sentiment of the nations of the 
land. They stand on streets and stay at their quarters with the idea 
that they are the near relatives of the Government, whose function 
is to rule with iron hands the inhabitants of Bengal. Nobody’s 
honour is safe at their hands, men in the highest positions in life 
are treated by them as saps, they only follow the distinct policy 
of Ijalbazar and Elysium Row. No consideration is shown to any- 
body, whether the man whom they deal with in their assumed duty 
is a millionaire or a president of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 
a Judge of the Calcutta High Court, or a Principal of the foremost 
colleges in Bengal, a member of the Senate and Syndicate of the Cal- 
cutta University. For students and young men of Calcutta they have 
a special liking for hitting and hitting hard, humiliating and abus- 
ing. In time of trouble they appear like proud cocks in the street 
acting in the manner of Gmieral Dyer, with whom they think they 
have the likeness in blood, colour, dress and spirit. 
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In the Budget, Sir, there ie a provision for 198 of them 
to the extent of Rs. 2,98,000, and the sub-inspectors, who have 
more onerous duties to i)erform (of course there are a good many 
Europeans in that cadre also) who for their important position hold a 
higher place in the civil estimates, are provided with only Rs. 2 
lakhs, though they are 100 in number, i.c., had they been in equal 
number with the sergeants, they would have received a little less 
than a lakh. Under the circumstances, I think we ought not to 
increase any further costs of the police. There is ample scope for 
ocononay. Of the six Inspectors-General none is an Indian. The 
Oommissioner and Deputy Commissioners are all Europeans with the 
exception of an unfortunate Indian, I say unfortunate deliberately, 
because I find though his place is the 6th in the gradation list of 
Deputy Commissioners, he gets a smaller amount than his next man 
who happens to be a European 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry I have to stop Mr. Chakraburtty. 
We have reached the maximum time-limit and I must forthwith put 
all the questions necessary to dispose of the demand under discussion. 

The motions of Mr. D. N. Roy, Srijut Bijay Kumar Chatterjee, 
Srijut Jogendra Nath Moitra, Srijut Nagendra Nath Sen and Babu 
Jatindra Nath Chakraburtty were then put and lost. 

The time-limit under the head ** 26. — Police having reached the 

following motions were not put: — 

Srifut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: ‘‘That the demand of 
Rs. 1,94,65,000 under the head ‘ 26.— Police ’ be reduced by Re. 1 
•(on the ground of need for retrenchment and economy, bad Govern- 
ment policy, non-employment of Indians in higher services, low 
scale of pay of Indians and high scale of pay of Europeans).’' 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 94,65,000 under the head ‘ 26. — Police (Reserved)’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (to protest against the extravagancy of the department).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs, 1,94,55,000 be granted for expendi- 
ture under the head ‘‘ 26.— Police ” was then put and agreed to. 


ABJoumiiitiit 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Wednesday, the 
27th March, 1929, Vat the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Prooiiiiiigs of the Bongil Loglslotivo Cocifioii ottomlilotf undor tho 
Provisions of tho Covommsnt of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 27th March, 1929, at 3 p.ni. 

Prosont: 

The Hon^ble the President (the Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath 
Ray Chaudhuri, of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
•of the Executive Council, and 87 nominated and elected members. 

Starred Question 

(to which oral answer was given). 

Gazetted ofRcers drawing military pension in civil employ. 

*98. Srijiit RADHA GOBINDA RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Aj>pointment Department be pleased to state 
■whether officers disabled in war and drawing military pension have to 
eign a declaration that they are not employed in touring work when 
•employed in a Civil Department of Government? 

(b) Is it a condition of the disability pension that officers drawing 
it are not allowed to do.anv tf>uring work but to work as Judges and 
Magistrates doing desk work? 

(c) Is the work of a District Officer essentially a t<»uring work? 

(d) Has any officer drawing disability pension on such declaration 
l)een employed as a District Officer? 

(e) If so, in how many instances has such a deviation l)een made 
iand how do the Government justify it? 

(J) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether there 
are any gajaetted officers drawing militarj^ pension in civil employ? 

(g) If so, what is the reason for not showing the military pension 
in the Bengal Quarterly Civil List ? 

MiMBER In ohargv of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (Nit 
fftlPIMt Mr. A. N« MtBirly)l (a) and (b) Government have no infor- 
mation. 
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{c) A District Officer is expected to spend part of the year away 
from headquarters on tour and inspection. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise, 

if) One. 

ig) Because the list is a Civil List. 

Mr. 1IOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to inform the House if any enquiry has been made with regard 
to questions (a) and (h)? 

The Hoii*Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: We are not aware of any rule 
in connection with the questions generally. Enquiry has been made 
of the Accountant-General. 

Mr. 1IOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Member be 
pleased to inform the House if any officer drawing military pension 
is employed by the Government of Bengal on civil work? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The reply will be found in 
answer (/). 

Mr. dOGEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to give the name of the gentleman referred to in answer (/)? 

The Hofl''ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Colonel McGilchrist. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Member be 
pleased to inform the House if Mr. Symons, who was posted to Midna- 
pore, is drawing a military pension ? 

The Hen’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Not so far as we are aware. 
We eiu|uiied of the Accountant-General, Bengal, and the answers to 
these questions are based on his replies. 


DemafNis for Grants. 

27.-~Port$ and PHetage. 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
Mr. A. Marr): Mr/. President, Sir, on the recommendation of Hie 
Excellency the Governor,* I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 4,90,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head 27. — Ports and Pilotage/’^ 
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T|» following motion was called bnt ftot moved: 

mwlvi TAiilZUDOIN KHANS “ That the demand of 
Rs. 13,600 under the head ‘ 27C. — Ports and Pilotage — Ports Estab- 
lishinents be reduced by Ks. 100 (to discuss the position of Indians in 
the Port Establishments)/* 

SfijUt RADHA COBINDA RAYs Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Es. 4,90,0(K) under the head “ 27.— Ports and Pilotage 
(Reserved)” be reduced by Rs. 10,000. 

Sir, it is almost with a burning heai't that I bring forward this 
motion. Last year, in reply to the very illuminating speech of 
Mr. S. C. Bose, the Hon’ble Mr. Marr praised the members of the Poit; 
Trust by saying that thej" were the cream of the business-men of 
Calcutta and dismissed the whole catalogue of grievances by the 
remark that the law lays down very limited amount of control by the 
local Government and the Government of India over the doings of the 
Port Trust. Such evasive reply we seldom come across! Sir, if, under 
the present Port Trust Act, neither the local Government nor the 
Government of India are in a position to control the vagaries of such 
an important public body arrangements should immediately be made 
for the amendment of the Act. Sir, the constitution of the Port Trust 
should be altered in such a way as to ensure that those representatives 
of the people, who have an adequate knowledge of its affairs, get a 
preponderating voice in its control. 

Next, as regards the Indianisation of the services, I want to ask 
Government whether there has been any progress in the direction of 
taking more Indians in the services under the Port Trust, after the 
acceptance by the Government of India of the lesolutiun of the Hon’ble 
Mr. (now Sir) Pheroze Sethna in the year 1922. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Is the hon’ble member referring only 
to the services under the Port Trust or to the other services under this 
head.^ 

Srijut RADHA COBINDA RAY: I am referring only to the services 
under the Port Trust. 

Sir, Mr. S. C. Bose drew the pointed attention of Government, last 
year, in his speech in this Council, to the indifferent and callous atti- 
tude of the Port Trust in giving effect to the resolution of the Hon’ble 
Sir Pheroee Sethna. I fully endorse the remarks of Mr. Bose, with- 
out entering into details of figures, which are certainly very irritating 
to the children of the soil. 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[27th Majr. 


484 


Then, let us turn to the extraordinary extravagance in the adminis* 
tration of the Port Trust. The Chairman of the Port Trust draws a 
salary of Bs. 5,00() a month, with a house allowance of Rs. 860 per 
mensem. I do not know what onerous duties this officer has to per- 
form, which entitles him to draw such a huge sum every month. We 
poor Indians cannot conceive how a Government, which cannot alPord 
to supply ordinary drinking water to millions of its unfortunate sub- 
jects, can sanction such princely emoluments to one single officer. 
Other officers of the Port Trust are also paid princely salaries and 
allowances, and are also provided with palatial buildings at only 
nominal rents. 

Sir, I know that the Europeans, who have come here from a 
distance of several thousands of miles to try their fortunes, cannot be 
satisfied with ordinary comforts and privileges. I do not also forget 
for a moment that in spite of theoretical maxims of equality and justice, 
the members of the ruling race claim superior standards of living and 
comfort ! But, Sir, I cannot conceive that such huge sums can be given 
to individual officers from whatever country they may come and that 
such wide disparities can with justice be allowed to exist in the 
emoluments given to the European and Indian officers of the Port 
Trust. We have repeatedly warned Government of the urgent need 
for retrenchment, inasmuch as Government are not in a position to 
provide for the first and foremost necessities of the people of this 
country, which it is their duty to do like other civilised governments. 

Sir, the preaching of high ideals of equity, justice, responsible 
government, and the increasing association of Indians in the higher 
and responsible branches of the administration, at the time of enun- 
ciating lofty principles and maxims, and then violating them in actual 
practice at the first opportunity, are things which I am not in a posi- 
tion to appreciate. This sort of hypocrisy I do seriously condemn. 

Sir, the path of constitutional agitation so long followed by our 
countrymen is being deserted now. The faith in the promises of our 
rulers has been completely shaken. Dark suspicions about the sincerity 
of the promises of our rulers have been roused in the minds of the 
people of this country. Clouds in the political horizon have greatly 
obscured our vision. The political creeds of the people are on the eve 
of every great change. 

Sir, the attention of Government has repeatedly been drawn to all 
these things since 1922. I ask the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Marine Department whether Government have taken any action for 
setting matters right, or whether they are willing even now to change 
their policy, I have no hesitation in saying that the policy of the 
present Government has qp till now been the most obstinate and 
obdurate in character. 
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Wilk these few words, Sir, I beg to move the motion that stands in 
my niine for the acceptance of the House. 

Mr« PRESIDENT: I think the Hon^ble Member will have no 
objection to make one speech on all the motions for reduction under 
the head “ 27. — Ports and Pilotage.** 

The Hon’ble Mr^ A, MARR: I have no objection. I shall take just 
about 5 minutes. 

SHJut NACENDRA NATH SEN: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of lls. 4,90,000 under the head ‘‘ 27. — Ports 
and Pilotage ** be reduced by Es. 100 (to draw attention to the fact 
that the number of Indians in the service is very small). 

I confess that the wording of my motion is rather incorrect. I 
should have said that the number of Indians in the service is nil, 
instead of saying that it is very small. I have got a Civil List with 
me here, and 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. MARR: (in a point of order, Sir. May I 
enquire of the member to which services he is referring — those under 
the Central Government or those under the local GovejnmentP If he is 
referring to the services under the local Government, then the number 
of non-Indians is 1 only. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Mr. Sen, you had better make that point clear, 
and also make one speech on the three motions standing in your name, 
namely, motions Nos. 532, 533 and 534. 

Erijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: I beg to move d) that the demand 
of Rs. 4,90,000 under the head “ 27. — Ports and Pilotage ” l)e reduced 
by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the fact that facilities should be given 
to Indians for learning navigation by providing a training ship and 
establishing a college; and (2) that the demand of Rs. 4,90,000 under 
the head “ 27. — Ports and Pilotage ** be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw 
attention to the fact that the Committee recommended to be constituted 
by Resolution No. 1 of the present session of this Council should be 
forthwith constituted). 

Sir, as I was saying, I have got the Civil List with me here, and it 
shows that out of 9 officers employed in the Calcutta Port not a single 
officer is an Indian. Out of 10 other officers, 4 only are Indians, and 
they are all medical men, and so properly speaking not belonging to 
the Marine Department. In the Chittagong Port, we find two officers 
who are Europeans. The only Indian officer there is the medical 
officer. In the Narayanganj Dockyard, the only officer employed is a 
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Europefii. In the Branch Pilot S^ice, out ol 18 Pilots not one is an 
Indian, 6 of them being locally app<^ted. Of the 15 Master Pilots, 
none is an Indian though one has been appointed locally. Of the 
Junior Pilots, who are 3 in number, all are Europeans appointed in 
England. All the Mate pilots are Europeans and appointed in 
England. All the Leadsmen Apprentices are Europeans. I submit, 
Sir, that the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Marine Department 
should blush with shame at this state of things. I would also like to 
know what the non-official European members of this House think of 
this state of things. 

Everyone knows that the people of the Chittagong Division have a 
great aptitude for seafaring and navigation in general, and yet we 
find not a single Indian officer in the Port establishments of the Pro- 
vince. The reason is not far to seek : it is that we have not got the 
facilities for equipping ourselves with the necessary technical qualifi- 
cations. The Government of India have provided a training ship 
called the Dufferin for training Indian boys in the science of naviga- 
tion, but the provincial Government have not provided such facilities. 
I want an answer from the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Marine 
Department as to why they have not provided such facilities. Does 
he think that Indians — I mean Bengalis — have got no aptitude for 
learning the science of navigation Is he not aware of the fact that 
the people of the Ghitiagong Division can give a very good account of 
themselves, if they could only get the necessary facilities? They have 
shown their mark as serangs, sukanis, and in other capacities. What 
are the duties of the Captain, the Engineer, the First Officer of a sea- 
going vessel? Are they not of the same nature ns those of the serangs, 
etc.? Who is responsible for this state of things? Who is responsible 
for this absolute absence of Indian officers in the Marine Department 
of Government? 

Last year, the budget estimate under this head was Ks. 5,91,000; 
this year the budget estimate is lls. 4,90,000 (voted) and Rs. 78,000 
(non-voted). Last year, the Hon^ble Mr. Marr, replying to the motion 
of Mr. S. C. Bose, which has been referred to by my friend Srijut 
Badha Gobinda Bay, said; — 

Details have been given in the budget, and I may men- 
tion at the outset that this sum does not contain one single rupee of 
expenditure in connection with the Calcutta Port Trust. The whole 
of this grant goes towards the pay of the clerical and other establish- 
ments under the Marine Department of Government, and towards the 
maintenance of the Government launches. As far as the establishment 
is concerned, it contains the crew establishment of the launches, the 
clerks in the Port afid Shipping Office, Chittagong, the Government 
Dockyard at Narayanga^^, and the establishment of the Agent for 
Government Consignmepts. Now, in all this establishment, there is 
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only 41^ European and the others are ail Indians. So, 1 may presume 
that ai| far as this demand itself is concerned, no complaint lies. The 
oomplaint, I take it, lies altogether against the Calcutta Port Trust, 
and all the speeches up to now have been on these lines.” 

Sir, I respectfully venture to submit that this statement was as 
{inaccurate as any statement can possibly be. If the amount of 
Us. 5,91,000 budgeted for last year, and the sum of Rs. 4,90,000 bud- 
geted for this year, do not include the salaries of the Port Officer, the 
Pilots, and the other officers given in the Civil List, I do not know 
from what funds their salaries are paid. (Laughter). 

Then with regard to motion No. 5114, Government have not yet 
informed us as to what they propose to do regarding the question of 
3the appointment of the Committee which was recommended to this 
House in resolution No. 1, moved in February last. The notice of this 
resolution was given by Maulvi Ehorshed Alam Choudhury, though it 
was moved in this Council by Mr. J. C. Gupta on the 6th of February 
last. That resolution recommended to Government that a Committee 
consisting of some members of this House should be immediately 
formed to examine the working of the Steamer Service in the districts 
of the Dacca, Chittagong, Rajshahi and Presidency Divisions managed 
by the Indian General Navigation and Railway Company, Ltd., and 
Rivers Steam Navigation Company, Ltd., with special refereme to — 

(n) convenience in accommodation on board, for passengers in 
general and female passengers in particular, in the diflferent 
classes ; 

(b) fares charged for the passengers of the different classes in 
consideration of the distance travelled; 

{r) advisability or otherwise of transmitting goods by passenger 
steamers; and 

(d) waiting accommodation, gangways and landings in different 
ghats. 

It is high time that Government expressed their opinion on the 
proposal for a Committee. Mr. Philip, in replying to this resolution 
on behalf of the Joint Steamer Companies, gave us some assurance of a 
round-table conference consisting of three members, but I can assure 
him thgt a round-table conference of three members only will not satisfy 
the general public. Government have nothing to lose by the appoint- 
ment of this Committee. The Hon’ble Mr. Marr, who is in charge 
of the Marine Department, knows fully well that the dissatisfaction 
regarding the working of the Steamer Companies is very general and 
very widespread. It behoves him to see to it that the fair name of his 
department is not tarnished, and to appoint a Committee to examine 
the various aspects of this matter, and so clear up the reputation of 
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his department. We are not asking for any concessiens or privileges^ 
we only want an impartial examination of the various inconveniences' 
felt by the public using these Steamer Services. 

To sum up, Government should provide adequate facilities to young- 
Indians for learning the science of navigation, either by establishing 
a nautical college or by providing a training ship for the purpose. 
They should also appoint a Committee immediately to consider tho 
question raised in the resolution of Maulvi Khorshed Alam Choudhury 
in February last. 

I submit that the time has already come when these matters should 
be earnestly taken in hand. 

With these few words, Sir, I beg to move the three motions standing 
in my name. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Its. 4,90,000 under the head “ 27. — Ports and Pilot- 
age ” be reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that the public has no 
confidence in this department and that invidious distinction is mado 
between Indians and Europeans). 

I shall be very brief in my speech. I wish only to press on Govern- 
ment the point that we should be given superior appointments in 
all branches of the administration of the Port Tnist. At present, 
Indians are excluded entirely from many departments in the Port 
Trust, They are also excluded from all superior services. Prior to 
the year 1921, the .Member of the Board of Revenue was ex-officio 
Chairman of the Port Trust. Then, the post of Chairman was created 
with a salary of Rs. 5,900 per mensem and a house allowance of 
Rs. 1,0(K) per month with a motor car and other allowances which 
brought the salary up to about Rs. 7,000 to Rs. 8,000 per mensem, 
which is much more than the emoluments of Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, and even more than the salary of the Governor 
of a small province like Assam or the Central Provinces. Indians 
are excluded rigorously from all higher appointments. There are 20 
officers drawing more than Rs. 500 per month, and of them only two 
are Indians. Of the 60 officers drawing from Rs. 300 to Rs. 600 
per month, only four are Indians, the majority of them being Anglo- 
Indians without education and without any qualifications whatsoever. 
Indians with qualifications of a very high order, brilliant graduates 
of the Universities and scions of respectable families are not thought 
fit to have these appointments. In the Accounts Department, out of 
all the officers drawing Rs. 40 to Rs. 500 per month, only two ar» 
Indians. In the River Survey Department, probationers are recruited 
only from Anglo-Indians — Indians being excluded from that depart- 
ment as well as from the, superior posts in the Engineering Depart- 
ment. No Indian has yet been given the post of an Executive 
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Enginiftr or Assistant Engineer. The Assistant Engineers are recruit- 
ed majuly from among Europeans. They start on Rs. 760 and rise 
to Rs. 1,050 per month, whereas the Indian Engineers get only 
Rs. 300 per mensem. 

Now, Sir, capital expenditure up to the year 1914 was about 
Rs. 10 crores per annum. It has now increased to about Rs. 29 
crores per annum, although traffic has not substantially increased. 
We thus find from these figures that the Poi*t Trust is not run on 
economical lines. It is not unknown to the public that Goveniment 
are running the Port Trust on linee which are against the wishes of 
the people, as they have excluded the Indian from a large number 
of departments and from superior posts up till now. 

With these words, Sir, I beg to move my motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Mr. President, Sir, as I said last 
year, while speaking under this head, the sum which we ask for does- 
not contain a single rupee of expenditure in connection with the- 
Calcutta Port Trust, or, I may add, in connection with any of the* 
Departments of the Central Government. Babu Nagendra Nath Sen 
seems to contend that he knows the budget better than I do, and 
says that I am wrong! Sir, I leave him to point out to me any 
specific item, which will prove his contention. 

Since last year, the position as regards the Port Trust has changed 
considerably. The Government of India have decided to have a 
Central Department at Delhi, which will control all the major ports 
and Port Tinists in India. The change in control started with Karachi^ 
that work has been finished. Karachi has altogether come under 
the Government of India. Chittagong was next taken up and that 
Port has been brought under the Government of India also, and the* 
local Goveimments have nothing whatsoever to do with these ports; 
their correspondence is directly with the Government of India. The 
Government of India have now taken up the Port of Calcutta. I may 
mention that four days hence every Department of the Port of 
Calcutta will have been taken over by the Government of India, except 
the Pilots, who, on account of certain arrangements still to he made, 
will have to remain for some time longer under the agency control 
of the local Government, though they also constitute a Central subject 
now. The only other item which has been left with the local Govern- 
ment by the Government of India is the general powers of control 
given to the local Government by the Port Trust Act, and I can 
inform this House that these powers will remain with the local 
Government only until an amending Act goes through the Central 
legisla>ture. We may take it, therefore, that this will be the last 
Council that will have anjihing to do with either of the two major 
ports in Bengal. 
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Most of tko speakers spoke on the subject of ludiauisatiou of the 
various services under the Calcutta Port Trust, Every service they 
menticmed is a service under the Central Government — a service with 
the recruitment to which the local Government have no powers of 
interference whatsoever. In our budget under this head, we have only 
2 Europeans, viz., the Engineer-Superintendent of the Narayanganj 
Dockyard, and the Eingineer and Ship Surveyor at Chittagong. All 
the others are Indians — serangs, secunnis, lascars, clerks, etc., every 
eingle one of them is an Indian with the exception of these two 
Europeans. 

3-30 p.m. 

It appears to me that this meets the point. 

Babu Nagendra Nath Sen in motion No. 533 raised the question 
cf facilities being given to Indians for learning navigation by pro- 
viding a training ship and establishing a college. If he only refers 
to item 6 of Schedule I to the Devolution Rules, he will find that 
this is purely a (Central subject and we have no power whatever to 
take any action in regard to this matter. Then, Sir, one speaker 
mentioned the fact that the Government of India have started such 
a scheme by providing a training ship, viz., the Dufferin in Bombay. 

The first examination for selecting candidates will be held this 
year in June in Delhi. Candidates from all provinces will get an 
opportunity of sitting for the examination there. If they pass they 
will have to do 9 months on the Dnfferin in Bombay, and if their 
work there is satisfactory, they will be sent to England where they 
will receive special training for two years. Those choosing the 
Engineering side will be apprenticed with Engineering firms in 
England and Scotland to learn marine engineering work. Until this 
experiment has had a trial, it appears to be much too early for other 
ports in India to ask for similar schemes to be begun. All candidates 
from all provinces will receive equal treatment on the Dufferin and 
^afterwards. 

Babu Nagendra Nath Hen in motion No. 534 refers to the fact 
that the committee recommended to be constituted by Resolution 
No. 1 of the present session of the Council has not been so constituted. 
I may mention. Sir — I have just had the file brought up and have 
gone through it — that we have decided to go through the Act and 
the rules framed thereunder, and examine them very critically to 
aee what improvements or amendments should be made. As far as 
we can see at pi‘e8ent improvements are mostly necessary in the 
rules i-egulating the^ grant of certificates of survey of inland ships. 
I can assure this House that these rules and the sections under which 
they are made are being thoroughly examined and we hope later on 
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to hAY$ them further examined by the Ship Surveyor and redrafted. 
I do not think I have anything: else to say. As I have said before, 
all the other points raised in the debate deal with Central subjects 
over which we have no control. 

The following motion of Sri jut Radha Gobinda Ray was then put 
and lost: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 4,90,000 under the head ‘ 27. — Ports and 
Pilotage (Reserved) ’ be reduced by Rs. 10,000.*’ 

The following motion of Srijut Nagendra Nath Sen was then put 
and lost : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 4,90,000 under the head ‘ 27. — Ports and 
Pilotage ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the fact that 
the number of Indians in the service is very small).’* 

The next motion of Srijut Nagendra Nath Sen was then put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 


Afial, Maulvi Sytd Muhaminad. 
AhaiMd, Mauivi Katiraddin. 

Baftlii, Babu Roiiim Chandra. 
Banarjaa, Dr. Framathanath. 
BanarjM, Babu Bromotha Nath. 
Boat, Babu Btjoy Krishna. 
Chakraburtty, Babu datindra Nath. 
Chatttrjaa, Srijut BiJay Kumar. 
Hoaut, Kaii Emdadul. 

Muaain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Maabul. 

Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muauam 


AYES. 

Khan, Mauivi Tamituddin. 
Maiti, Babu Mahtndra Nath. 
Moitra, Srijut dogtndra Nath, 
Muktrjta, Srijut Taraknath. 
Naaktr, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ran Jit. 
Rahman, Mauivi Shamaur* 
Ray, Srijut Radha Oobinda. 
Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 
Syad Roy, Mr. D. N. 

San, Srijut Nafandra Nath. 

Ati. 


NOES. 


Blair, Mr. d. R. 

CatMlIt, Mr. A. 

Cbaudhuri, tha Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 
Cohan, Mr. D. d. 

Dash, Mr. A. d. 

Drummond, Mr. d. B. 

Forroftar, Mr. d. Campball. 

Pyfa, Mr. d. N. 

Bhoaa, Mr. M. C. 

Bhoali Maiiiik, Mr. Satyandra Chandra. 
BmM, Mr. P. N. 

Oumor, Hr. C. w. 

Hobb. Mr. SU P. 

NaBkyna, Mr. W. S. 

NHaaain, Mauivi Latafat. 

•dankina, Or. W. A. 

MlBUira, Mr. U T. 


Marr, the Hon’bla Mr. A. 

MaCluakia, Mr. I. T. 

Mittar, tha Hon*bla Sir Provaah Ohundar. 
Mobarly, tha Hon’Ma Mr. A. N. 

Mukarji, Mr. S. C. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sria Chandra. 
Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Rauf, Mauivi Syad Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Surandra Nath. 

Rosa, Mr. C. P. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Praaad Singh, 
torkar, Ral Sahib Rabati Mohan. 

Sattar, Khan Bahadur Abdua. 

Staplaton, Mr. H. B. 

Tatib Major Bonaral Bodfray. 

Travora, Mr. W. L. 

Twyaam, Mr. N. d. 

Wordaworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 22 and the Noes 35 the following motion was lost : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 4,90,000 under the head * 27. — Pf>rts and 
Pilotage ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the fact that 
facilities should be given to Indians for learning navigation by providing 
M training ship and establishing a college).” 
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The following motion of Srijut Nagendra Nath Sen wae ihen put 
and lost ; — 

That the demand of Rs. 4,90,000 under the head ‘27. — ^Ports and 
Pilotage’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the fact that 
the Committee recommended to be constituted by Resolution No. 1 
of the present session of this Council should be forthwith constituted). 

The following motion of Srijut Bijay Kumar Chatterjee was then 
put and lost : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 4,90,000 under the head ‘27. — Ports and 
Pilotage ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that the public has 
no confidence in this department and invidious distinction is made 
between Indians and Europeans).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 4,90,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 27. — Ports and Pilotage ” was then put and agreed to. 


30.—8eientific Departments. 

The Hen’hle Mr. A. MARR: Mr. prewident, Sir, on the recommen- 
dation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Be. 22,000 l>e granted for exj^nditure under the head “ 30. — Scientific 
Departments.” 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Bebu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 22,000 under the head ‘ 30A. — Donation to Scientific Societies ’ 
be reduced by Re. 1 {to cnticise the general i>olicy).” 

The motion of the Hfiu'ble Mr. A. Man* was then put and agreed to. 


31.— Education (Reserved). 

MEMBER in oliirge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’hio Mr. A. MARR): On the recommendation of His Excellency 
the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 12,25,000 be granted 
for expenditure under the head “ 31. — Education (Reserved).” 

Sir, as regards the motions for the reduction of the grants whicR 
have been put in, I may say that this particular budget covers not 
only European and Anglo-Indian education, but also our expenses on 
the HaKaribagh Reformatory School and on the Reformatory and 
Industrial School at Aliptue, European schools with the exception 
of two Government institutions at Kurseong are maintAined by private 
parties, mostly by religious communities, to provide education for boye 
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and gid* of tk© domiciled community, and Government kelp tkem 
tkeir funds permit. Tkere kas been a net decrease in tke demand for 
European and Anglo-Indian education (secondary) in compaiison with 
tke figures for tke cunent year. The major portion of tke money for 
primary education is meant for tke backward classes among the domi- 
ciled community, and much as it may seem desirable to raise the grant, 
the financial conditions of Government do not permit of a larger grant 
being made this year. 

3-46 p.m. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Blbu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: ‘‘That the demand of 

Bs. 5,54,000 under the head ‘ 31A. — Education (Reserved^ — Second- 
ary * be reduced by Re. 1 (to ciiticise the general policy in regard to 
Secondary schools).’’ 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 4,50,000 under the head ‘ 31B. — Education (Reser^^ed) — Primary ’ 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the insufficiency of the grant).’’ 

BMhi AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: “ That the demand of 

Rs. 4,50,000 under the head ‘ 31B. — Education (Reserved) — Primary ’ 

be reduced by Re. 1 (inadequate provision).’’ 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: “ That the demand of 

Rs, 1,69,000 under the head ‘ 31C. — Education (Reserved) — Special ’ 
b© reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the policy on which fund is 
administered).” 

MliUlvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 12.25,000 under the head ‘ 31. — Education (Reserved) ’ be reduced 
byRs. 3,55,000.” 

SHJilt RADHA COBINDA RAY: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 12,25,000 under the head ‘ 31. — Education (Reserved) * be reduced 
by Rs. 95,000.” 

Bbbu Bid AY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 12,25.000 under the head “ 31. — Education (Reserved) ” 
be reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that public has no confidence in 
this Department). 

Sir, w© the Indians always feel that tkere should not be any separ- 
ate schools or institutions for the education of these Europeans and 
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The following motion of Srijut Nagendra Nath Sen wae ihen put 
and lost ; — 

That the demand of Rs. 4,90,000 under the head ‘27. — ^Ports and 
Pilotage’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the fact that 
the Committee recommended to be constituted by Resolution No. 1 
of the present session of this Council should be forthwith constituted). 

The following motion of Srijut Bijay Kumar Chatterjee was then 
put and lost : — 

“That the demand of Rs. 4,90,000 under the head ‘27. — Ports and 
Pilotage ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that the public has 
no confidence in this department and invidious distinction is made 
between Indians and Europeans).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 4,90,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 27. — Ports and Pilotage ” was then put and agreed to. 


30.—8eientific Departments. 

The Hen’hle Mr. A. MARR: Mr. prewident, Sir, on the recommen- 
dation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Be. 22,000 l>e granted for exj^nditure under the head “ 30. — Scientific 
Departments.” 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Bebu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: “That the demand of 
Rs. 22,000 under the head ‘ 30A. — Donation to Scientific Societies ’ 
be reduced by Re. 1 {to cnticise the general i>olicy).” 

The motion of the Hfiu'ble Mr. A. Man* was then put and agreed to. 


31.— Education (Reserved). 

MEMBER in oliirge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’hio Mr. A. MARR): On the recommendation of His Excellency 
the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 12,25,000 be granted 
for expenditure under the head “ 31. — Education (Reserved).” 

Sir, as regards the motions for the reduction of the grants whicR 
have been put in, I may say that this particular budget covers not 
only European and Anglo-Indian education, but also our expenses on 
the HaKaribagh Reformatory School and on the Reformatory and 
Industrial School at Aliptue, European schools with the exception 
of two Government institutions at Kurseong are maintAined by private 
parties, mostly by religious communities, to provide education for boye 
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gladly all Education managed togetber and who dislike this diver*- 
genciet m administration. But I think there is no justification for say* 
ing that the public has no confidence in this department and I will 
remind those in the House who have forgotten the fact that this^ 
department is not only a European Education Department but con- 
cerns also all the Education of two districts of Bengal which have not 
been drawn under the general sj'stem of diarchy. The European schools 
themselves are quite aware of the difficulties which this divergence 
of administration brings about. They show themselves very generous^ 
in the admission of Indian boys and girls, and they in their piactico 
and in their outlook are adjusting themselves more and more to what 
we call Indian Education in that they are taking the esaminutions of 
the University of Calcutta and Woming j^ear by year more closely 
associated with that controlling institution and with other institutions: 
in this province. I hope, therefore, that the mover of this resolution, 
will not press the matter. 


Mn L. T, MACUIRE: I will just reply to one m ini in the mover’s- 
speech, that is, the reason which he has ascribeil for the existence of 
separate schools for Euroi)ean and Anglo-Indian chiblieu. He seems- 
to think that the reason these schools exist is because the community 
does not care to mix with the Indian community. He is entirely wrc.ng. 
As far as I understand the situation the reason for having separate 
schools for the Anglo-Indian and European children rests in the fact 
that their education is fundamentally on a religious bosis. At lenft 
half of this community belongs to the Church of Home and the Oanon 
Law of the Church of Home demands that the children of the Homnrr 
Catholic Church shall be educated in Homan Catholic schools, and,, 
therefore, we have several Homan Catholic religious orders that have- 
opened schools in India to provide this education for the children that 
belong to their fold. I think I am perfectly correct when I state that 
almost every religious denomination in India has schools which cater 
for the children belonging to its particular religion. Government have 
only provided for two schools and one fiq)ecial school for teachers. The 
rest of the education is practically private enterprise, and I think 1 
am perfectly correct when I state that this private enterprise is almost 
entirely due to the various religious bodies belonging to the Church 
of Home, the Church of England and the other Protestant religions that 
run these schools. I think my Hindu and Muhammadan friends on the 
opposite side of the House will admit that education must have its 
foundation in religion. It is the Hindu belief: it is the Muhammadan 
belief, and I do not think either of these religions will deny to the 
Christians a similar belief. I would ask my friend the mover to remove 
entirely from his mind the opinion he at jH'esent holds because it is 
not the reason why separate schools exist. The true reason is that 
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our education must have its foundation rooted in religion. The whole 
atmosphere must be religious and it is for that reason that 'we have 
ihese separate schools. 

Babll MANMATHA NATH ROYS I do not follow the logic of the 
last speaker. It has been suggested that the division into reserved 
education and transfened education is justified, as in the ease of 
European Education it is based upon religion. I cannot but point 
•out that the same is true also in the case of education of Hindus and 
.Muhammadans which is not in any way divorced from religion. 
It would be absurd and strange to point to religion to justify this 
invidious distinction and to maintain the two departments of Educa- 
tiou — one on the Reser^^ed side and the other on the Transferred side. 
I do not at this stage take into account the different scales of grant 
that is made in these two departments. No doubt the European schools 
have their difl&ciilties and perhaps without these grants at their dis- 
posal they would not be able to carry on their work. But at the 
same time it must be remembered that the Indian schools have also 
their difficulties, and I do not find any reason why a distinction 
between the two types of schools should be maintained and why their 
•difficulties should not be considered together. Mr. Wordsworth has 
told us that some years ago in a Committee of this House it was 
resolved that there should be a separate department for Education 
of Europeans. Sir, whatever might have been the conditions in the 
past it is time that this invidious distinction should be put an end 
to now. We feel that our cry here on this side of the House is a 
•cry in the wilderness. I have never seen an instance of 
Government accepting an amendment to a demand. There 
aiv ulK)ut eight hundred amendments to the demands, but 
not in a single instance the Government has accepted or yielded. 
The Government must always believe that it is infallible. I cannot, 
however, remain silent over the present question. The division into 
reserved education and transferred education is fundamentally wrong 
4 md there dees not seem to be any justification in continuing this 
invidious distinctioii. 

4 p.m. 

Khifi Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, when I entered 
this House I had very little notion, so far as this particular subject 
is concerned, that there would be a sense of dissatisfaction, as has 
been expressed by Babu Bijay Kumar Chatterjee and Babu Man- 
matha Nath Roy. It seemed that Babu Bijay Kumar Chatterjee had 
altogether taken a differient ground which had been followed by Babu 
Manmatha Nath Roy. Babu Manmatha Nath Roy wants to say that 
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it is liuidamentally wroag that education should have two depart- 
:menta, viz., the Reserved side as well as the Transferred side. 1 thixik 
it is rather too late in the day to discuss an issue like that — ^that is 
.an islne which is not connected with education but with diarchy, and 
wre have discussed it so many times, that I think that it would be 
better to leave this question out from education. Babu Bijay Kumar 
Chatterjee has condemned the system on the ground that the public 
bas no confidence in this department. As Mr. Wordsworth has said, 
he has not told us as to who this public is and who has actually no 
^confidence in this department. Personally for myself, I do think 
that so far as some of these schools are concerned, they are very expen- 
:8ive institutions, but at the same time I must frankly confess that 
from the point of real education they are probably the best institu- 
tions. I know that it is due to the fact that Government is able to 
spend more money on these institutions than on others, and therefore 
they have prospered. If there is any justification as to why there 
should be an Anglo-Indian school or a Hindu school or a Muham- 
madan school, I should at once say that there is justification only on 
one ground, namely, that the method and standard of living and 
the social way of thinking of Anglo-Indian boys are entirely different 
from those of average Indian boys. I do not think that it is a matter 
in which we should complain, as the European has one method of 
living and the Indians have a different standard. I think one of the 
reasons why these students have to follow their studies in a separate 
institution is that they have to work up to a certain standard which 
they cannot i)ossibly do in an ordinary average institution. Person- 
ally for inyvself I think that is the ground why these schools exist, 
and I consider from the educational point of view that these are 
aome of the best educational institutions. I have also heard from Mr. 
Wordsworth that in some of these institutions there are not 
only Anglo-Indian and European boys but also Indian boys. For 
•these reasons, so far as this motion is concerned, I think it is not 
based on the real position or facts. 

So far as the question of the public having no confidence in the 
department is concerned, no ground has been set forth as to why the 
public has no confidence, and it is therefore beside the point. On 
these grounds, I oppose the motion. 


Tim Hofl’bla Mr. A. MARR: Sir, both Babu Bijay Kumar 
Chatterjee and Babu Manmatha Nath Roy raised the constitutional 
question as to why there should be two sets of educational institu- 
tions. It seems to me that Khan Bahadur Azixul Haque has answered 
this point completely. At the time of the framing of the present 
<jonstitution, I understand that every province in India agreed that 



DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 


[27th Max. 


4 ^ 

European education should for the time being be a reserved subjects 
Whether it should continue to be so will be a matter for the Statu- 
tory Commission and Parliament to decide. At present we have to 
take the facts as they are. I shall not, therefore, enter into the con- 
stitutional question. The figures of expenditure for this department 
will be found on page 66 of the red book, and it will be seen there 
that there has been a reduction in expenditure this year from last 
yearns figures. The difference is chiefly under the head Direct 
grants to non-Govemment secondary schools ” under head B on that 
page. One reason for this decrease is that building grants to the 
Loretto Convents at Entally and Asansol had to be provided in the^ 
current year instead of next year. So this provision will be omitted 
from the next year’s budget. 

As regards the actual work in the department, the mover gave as 
his reason for criticism that the public has no confidence in the depart- 
ment. I did not hear a single argument adduced in his speech as 
to why the public should have no confidence in this department, except 
that there should be one department instead of two. As regards the 
actual work of these institutions, we have heard Mr. Maguire and 
Mr. Wordsworth. Mr. Wordsworth has such a special and complete 
knowledge of the working of these institutions extending over many 
years that I cannot see that I can add anything more useful to what 
he has said. As regards the fact of Indians attending these schools, 

I may mention that one of the rules in regard to Government 
grants lays down that no grant can be made to any school unless the 
total number of non-Duropeans attending the school exceeds 15 per 
cent, of the total number of pupils attending the school. 

I oppose this motion. 

The motion of Srijut Bijay Kumar Chatterjee was then put and 
lost. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 12,25,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head ‘^31. — Education (Reserved) ” was then put and agreed 
to. 


81 .— Eduottiofi (Trantforrffd). 

Tht Hon*blt Mr. A« MARR: Mr. President, Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 1,19,51,000 be granted for expenditure under the head **31. — 
Education (Transferred).” 

The details of eipenditure for which this grant is asked will be 
found on pages 192-2H^of the printed estimates which are in the 
hands of members of Council. There is no considerable deviation 
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from the revised estimates of 1928-29 under this major head, and it 
is net necessary for me to do anything more than to refer the Coun- 
cil to the details of expenditure proposed. 

Sritttl TARAKNATH MUKERdEA; I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. il, 72,856 under the head “ 31A. — Education (Trans- 
ferred) — Recurring grant to Calcutta University ” be reduced by Re. 1 
(to discuss the insufficiency of the grant). 

My object in moving the motion is to draw the attention of the 
House to the inadequacy of the grant which is given to the Calcutta 
University. I do not grudge a grant of Rs. 9,d9,631 to the University 
of Dacca but I sincerely feel that so far as the Government of Bengal 
are concerned, the grant of Rs, d, 72,856 as a recurring grant to the 
Calcutta University is so hopelessly inadequate that I submit that 
the House has a right to ask why such a differential treatment is meted 
out to this premier University of India. 

Sir, I say that this neglectful treatment which has been meted out 
to the Calcutta University systematically for the last few years is 
such that it demands the serious attention of this House. This shows 
that the sense of proportion is too much wanting both in the depart- 
ments of Finam e and Education, 

Sir, on a perusal of the budget we find that a sum of Rs. 3,12,856 
has been gianted to the Calcutta University as against Rs. 5,50,000 
to the Dacca University for the same purpose. 

As regards the non-recurring grunt, the Dacca University gets 
Rs. 3,50,000 while the Calcutta University gets only Rs. 19,128. Sir, 
as one rejireaenting a school of thought which has taken no part in 
educational controversy or any University jKditics, I sincerely feel 
that the greatest injustice has been done to the Calcutta University. 
Am I to believe that the Govemment of Bengal is so absolutely 
ignorant of the true state of affairs in the Calcutta University that 
a sum of Rs. 19,128 as against Rs. 3,50,000 to the Dacca University 
is considered sufficient for the upkeep and development of the Calcutta 
University. 

Sir, I am not at all connected with the Calcutta University except 
that I am proud of the fact that I have studied under its banners. 
But I have thought fit to raise a voice of protest for the simple reason 
that we all want that the Calcutta University, which owes its present 
position to the untiring and lifelong devotion and services of late 
Sir Ashiitosh of hallowed memory and other patriotic Indians, should 
be allowed to thrive and prosper, we only want that it should get a 
just and equitable treatment. Bengal and the wh<^e of India are 
proud of this University and so we demand that the grant to this 
University should be just as it should be to meet its absolute require- 
inenis. 
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Sir, the appointment of the Post-graduate Enquiry Committee too 
has given rise to a great suspicion into the minds of the public that 
the Government is bent upon curtailing the numerous activities of 
the Post-graduate departments and such uniform and systematic and 
utterly insufficient giants to the Calcutta University year after year 
in spite of the repeated protests by the members of the House will 
naturally lead us to believe that Government is really following such 
a course, 

I hope, Sir, the hon'ble members of the House will rise equal to 
the occasion and shall once again record their protest against such 
an act of injustice on the part of the Government by supporting this 
motion. 


Srijilt NAGENDRA NATH SEN: I beg to support the motion 
which has been moved by Babu Taraknath Mukerjea. Whenever the 
question of a recurring grant to the Calcutta Universfty crops up, 
one is apt to make a comparison with the recurring gi'ant which is 
made to the Dacca University, and such a comparison is certainly 
and always odious. We never grudge the amount which is granted 
to the Dacca University for its upkeep. The Dacca University func- 
tions in a small area, whereas the Calcutta University functions 
in a very large area, and in view of the difference between these 
two grants, the insufficiency of the grant to the Calcutta University 
becomes at once api)arent. Government certainly do not think that 
a recurring grant to the Dacca University is out of all proportions to 
its demands. If that is so, the demand of the Calcutta University 
upon the generosity of the Government of Bengal should be corres- 
pondingly greater and the Bengal Government should devote a 
larger amount annually for the upkeep of the Calcutta University. 
Comment is sometimes made in different quarters as regards the 
exjienditure incurred by the Calcutta University with regard to the 
Post-graduate departments. Whatever others may think, I do think 
that the premier University in India should establish and maintain 
a Post-graduate department in which every branch of learning should 
be taught without any regard to the amount of cost involved in it. 
It may be in some branches there may be one student in one year 
and that the amount of expenditure is out of proportion to the number 
of students. But that is not the point. The question of cost should not 
be compared with the number of students. A premier University should 
be above all these monetary and financial considerations. Now, after the 
abolition of the Ministry we see that the Finance Member is in charge, of 
the educational portfolio. We are, however, apt to think that the Hon’ble 
Member has got a sfep-motherly love for the Calcutta University. We 
think that the recurring grant to the Calcutta University should be com- 
mensurate with its requirements. Because the Calcutta University dpes 
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not ^ a sufficiently large amount of money from the Government, I 
am aorry to say tbat it has gradually degenerated itself to a shop- 
keeper’s establishment. 

4-16 p.m. 

A number of fees have been instituted which students must pay. 
First of all, there is the registration fee which every student has 
got to pay after his Matriculation examination, if he wants to proceed 
to higher studies. I do not know what possible justification there could 
be for the Calcutta University to demand these fees, unless it be that 
its financial position is very precarious. I will not go into the other 
fees that the Calcutta University have to realise from the students. 
The general administration of the University is very deplorable owing 
to financial stringency. If the Government would only be a little 
generous and come to the help of the University by making grants 
for its just and legitimate requirements, then the outlook of the 
University authorities, so far as these oppressive fees are concerned, 
will be changed. 

With these few words, Sir, I support this motion. 

Babu BE40Y KRISHNA BOSE: Sir. I do not wonder that Govern- 
ment have not got much liking for the University of Calcutta, Yea^ 
after year, come out of its portals numbers of disaffected graduate.Sp 
M.A.’s, lawyers, etc., who always give trouble to Government. It is ncr 
wonder that the Euro|)etin meml)ers and the Government do not like thi^» 
University, which every year imparts training to people many of whom 
when they come out of it enter public life. I am not going, Sir, to 
complain about the inadequate recurring grant made by Government 
to the Calcutta University. I am not going to compare the grrants 
made to the Calcutta University with the larger grants that are mad© 
to other smaller Universities. That is jmtent from a perusal of the 
budget itself, vide jwge 194. But, Sir, there is one fact to which I 
should like to draw the attention of Government. It is this: whereas 
the University applied for a recurring grant of 3 lakhs of rupees per 
annum for five years in (»rder to put itself on a stable financial basis, the 
Government sanctioned not Rs, 3 lakhs, but only Rs. 2,43,000 which 
they gave for two years. The University had to find the balance of 
Rs. 57,000 per annum from its income from the Post-graduate depart- 
ment in order to carrv' on its ordinary W’ork. This demand of Rs. 3 
lakhs per annum was indeed a very modest demand ; it was the smallest 
amount with which the University could have been satisfied, but yet 
the Government did not grant Rs. 3 lakhs. But, Sir, though the 
Government knew ver>- well that they never gave Rs. 3 lakhs a year 
to the University yet I find in the Convocation speech made by His 
Excellency, for which no doubt materials were supidied by Government 
ofiicers, who are also His Excellency's advisers 



502 DEMANDS FOB GRANTS: [STth Mae. 

[At 4-20 p.m, the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reassem- 
bled at 4-35 p.m.] 

BalNl BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: Before the adjournment, Sir, I 
was si)eaking of the insufficiency of the grant and the unsympathetic 
attitude of the officers of Government in the Education Depaiiment. 
I have already stated that the demand for Bs. 3 lakhs per year for 
five years was a very modest one, and that Government did not accede 
even to this modest request. What seems to me, Sir, to be very 
strange, are the facts which were placed before His Excellency by his 
officers in the Education Department; otherwise His Excellency could 
not have said what I shall quote presently from his Convocation speech. 
He said: ** For many years now the University has been unable ^o 
balance income and expenditure, and a succession of deficit budgets 
has alarmed all those who wish it well. Four years ago, the assist- 
ance of Government was obtained, and an annual gfrant of 3 lakhs of 
rupees was promised for a term of years. But, in spite of this, there 
have l)een deficits and the burden of debt is still growing.'^ Now, Sir, 
there are tw(/ inaccuracies in the passage which I have quoted and 
for which I blame the Education advisers of Government. As a matter 
of fact, Bs. 3 lakhs were never given year after year, as was stated by 
His Excellency. As I have said already, Rs. 57,000 a year had to be 
taken from the Post-graduate income to meet the expenses of the Uni- 
versity. Then, it was said by His Excellency “ in spite of this there 

have been deficits and the burden of debt is still growing.’^ It is news 
to me that the Calcutta University has got any debt. As a matter of 
fact, the Calcutta University is not indebted to anyone to the extent 
of one pice 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why are you referring to His Excellency’s 
speech ? 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: I am refemng to this on account 
of the unsympathetic attitude of the Education Department, which is 
displayed in the fact that His Excellency was furnished with wrong 
facts and figures by his advi.sers. These facts were placed before 
him 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Bose, if I were to allow you to pursue that 
point, I am afaird I shall be giving you an opportunity of criticising 
His Excellency’s speech. You can utilise the information you have in 
a different way, without referring to His Excellency’s speech at all. 

Babu BEJOY KRISHHA BOSS: I have no intention of criticising 
His Excellency’s speech. 
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PBlMDlNTl Tour remarks are misleading. 

Mm BEJOY KRItHMA BOSE: I have said from the Tery begin- 
ning ^at it is the Education Department which must have furnished 
wrong information to His Excellency as regards the Calcutta Univer- 
sity, namely, that it is in debt, etc. The Calcutta University has never 
heen in debt. Such a statement might mislead some members of this 
Bouse for purposes of voting, though it has absolutely no foundation 
in fact. 

With these few words, Sir, I support this motion in order that the 
grant to the Calcutta University might be increased, and I hope that 
the Hon’ble the Finance Member, who is also temporarily in charge of 
the Department of Education, will see his way to find more money for 
the Ciilcutta University from savings in othei* departments. 


Tha Hofl’bid Mr. A. MARR: Sir, I think this House will forgive 
me if I am not very conversant with the facts and figures regarding this 
department. I have only recently taken temporary charge of it, and 
I have to be guided in all these matters by other people and depend 
on their help. I also feel that there are exjierts on educational matters 
in this House — especially at that end — who know a lot more about the 
working of the University and other educational institutions than 1 
-do. However, I shall tiT my best. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But that side is well balanced by your side, 
Br. Marr. (Laughter.) 

The Hofi’Me Mr. A. MARR: I hope so, Sir. All the si>eakers this 
afternoon have complained of the inadequacy of the grant to the 
Calcutta University, and have especially drawn comjyarisons between 
that grant and the grant to the Dacca University. Government in 
the past, in spite of its financial difficulties and its inability to dis- 
charge its responsibility for primary education, have contributed con- 
siderable sums towards the exi)en8es of the CHilcutta Un versify, over 
and above their responsibility for the maintenance of certain professor- 
ships, inspection, etc. For example, Government gave Rs. 2 lakhs 
and a half in 1922-23, just over Rs. 3 lakhs — to be more precise 
Rs. 3,03,250 — in 1923-24, and just o%'er Rs. 2 lakhs in 1924-26, simply 
^ meet the deficits in the fee fund of the University. Mr. Boeo in 
liis speech refeired to the point that Government had promised the 
University Rs. 3 lakh.s per annum since 1925-26. 1 am informed that 
a grant of Rs. 3 lakhs per annum was never promised to the Univer- 
sity, but that since 1925-26 Government have been contributing 
Rs. 2,43,000 per annum, with a contingent liability of Rs. 57,000, t.e., 
a total of Rs. 3 lakhs. This contingent liability was to be called 
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upon, 1 understand, if the receipts from fees feE short of oei^ia 
amount. It was called upon this year, and 1 am certain it will have* 
to be called upon again next year. Last year, Government paid over 
to the University Rs. 4,36,949 for its recurring expenditure in various 
directions. 

4-46 p.m. 

I may also mention that grants for University education include* 
Rs. 30,30,249 spent on Government Arts colleges and Rs. 4,30,000 
given to aided colleges. All that forms part of Government’s contri- 
bution to the University. I should like to remind the House that under 
the present financial arrangements which were come to between the> 
Government of Bengal and the Calcutta Universitj^ — arrangements: 
which, I understand, the University authorities agreed to— this finan- 
cial settlement is to continue until March 1930. At the expiry of that 
month the present settlement will cease and the whole situation will 
be examined again both by the Education Department of the Govern- 
ment and by the expert advisers of the University. I understand that 
that is the present position and the continuation of the settlement or 
its modification will be the result of that examination. If that is so, 
then I think it is rather premature to bring up this subject in connec- 
tion with next year’s budget. It would be more appropriate if it 
were brought up next year in anticipation of the renewal of the finan- 
cial settlement. I would also like to remind the House that it is 
impossible for us to give the Calcutta University all that we should 
like to give. The House knows very well the financial difficulties of 
this province and our activities must be curtailed accordingly. T 
oppose these motions. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: May I say a few words, Sirf 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T do not think you can speak after the Hon’ble- 
Member in charge of department concerned has replied. 

The following motion of Srijut Taraknath Mukerjea was then put 
and lost: — 

“ That the demand of Es. 3,72,866 under the head ‘ 31 A. — 
Education (Transferred) — Recurring grant to Calcutta Univer- 
sity ’ be reduced by Re, 1 (to discuss the insufficiency of the grant).” 

The following motion was called but not moved; — 

Balm NALINIRANdAN BARKER: ” That the demand of 
Re. 7,82,000 under the head * 31 A. — Education — Transferred — Grants: 
to Universities ’ be reduced by Rs. 101 (to discuss the Government’^ 
policy with reference to the administration of the Calcutta Univer*- 
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Mhl MANMATHA NATH ROY 1 1 be; to move that tbe demand 

of Esa 7,82,000 under the head ** 31 A. — ^Education — Grants to Uni- 
versitiia ” be reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the question of the 
finanoial position of the University and extent of grant to it). 

During the debate on the demands in the last two years we found 
it necessary to bring to the notice of this House the standing majority 
which the Government and the bureaucracy have secured in tha 
working of the University and the ease with which the bureaucracy 
has been ruling in the University. Notwithstanding the views whioh 
were firmly and definitely expressed in this House during the debates 
on the last two occasions, the Government has continued to play the 
same game. It was onh' a month ago that we had before us two non- 
official Bills which were introduced into this Council by two non- 
official members of this House. The principal object of these two 
Bills was to bring to an end the system of nomination which has 
enabled the Government to secure this standing majority, but the 
Government by a manopuvre secured the shelving of both these Bills. 
It may also be remembered that the two Bills were ripe as the Select 
Committee had submitted its report on those two Bills and the Bills 
could have been placed on the statute book in February last. The 
Government had given the undertaking on various occasions in the 
past to bring about this much needed reform in the constitution of 
the University. As a result of the present Government manoeuvre 
the position, however, .is this: We are nearing the end of thie 
Council and we may meet possibly once more only in July or August, 
and there is no chance either of these two Bills or the Government 
Bill, w’hich is in an incomplete form — it is nothing but a report 
published over the name of Dr. Jenkins — being passed; so we cannot 
modify the constitution of the University during the life-time of the 
present Council ; the matter must stand over till the next Council and 
nobody knows what may happen during the next Council, whether 
the same manteuvre will be played by Government with a view to 
perpetuate the bureaucratic regime in the University. My friend 
Mr. Bejoy Krishna Bose has referred to a certain aspect of the finan- 
cial question in respect of the grant to the University. 

It may be known to this House that the last financial settlement 
between the Government and the University was made in the year 
1925-26; that settlement was for 5 years, so the question of the revi- 
sion of that settlement will come up very soon, and what strikes me 
most prominently is that Government is now making misrepresenta- 
tions with a view to prejudice the public mind against the Univer- 
sity. I see from the printed minutes of the Syndicate for the Ifitk 
March, 1929, that Government wrote to the University on the 4tlt 
February, 1929, and these are the words of the Government letter; 
** That the Government of Bengal note that expenditure in excess of 
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income has been sanctioned for several years with tbe resalt tiudf ail 
closing balances are now shown in deficits.” Govenunent also 
enquired whether it was the intention of the University to take any 
action by which future expenditure would be reduced to correspond 
to probable income. I do not know upon what materials Govern- 
ment came to this conclusion, and it seems to me that this misrepre- 
sentation is responsible for that portion of the speech of His Excel- 
lency the Chancellor which was brought to the notice of this House 
by Mr. Be joy Krishna Bose. The Syndicate of the University had 
asked the Board of Accounts to draft a reply to that letter, and the 
Board of Accounts, consisting of three members, one of whom is an ex- 
Accountant-General of Bengal, drafted a reply, from which I quote 
the following : — 

“ From the facts and figures detailed above, the Vice-Chancellor 
and the Syndicate feel that there is no justification for the remark 
made in your letter under reply, that expenditure in excess of income 
has been sanctioned for several years with the result that all closing 
balances are now shown in deficit.” 

The letter also contains a subsequent passage : * ‘ The statement 
made by His Excellency is likely to create misgivings in the minds 
of the public and the members of the Legislature, on whom rests the 
responsibility to vote for any future grant to the University. It will 
perhaps not be possible now to entirely eradicate such misgivings 
from the public mind, but the Vice-Chancellor and the S>Tidicate 
request that, after receipt of the detailed explanation regarding the 
present financial position of the University, you would kindly place 
the matter together with a copy of the last Audit Report of the 
Accountant-General, Bengal, before His Excellency, with such 
remarks as you may choose to make, so as to remove from his mind 
the impression he expressed at the last Convocation address.” 

The way in which this matter was dealt with by the University 
fts also suggestive for I find in the proceedings of the Syndicate that a 
member thereof who is one of the pillars of Government there moved 
that ” all references to His Excellency the Chancellor’s speech be 
omitted from the letter.” This motion was however lost and we find 
that the draft as finally approved contains this: “It is possible that 
the same misapprehension underlies the following statement made by 
His Excellency the Chancellor in his recent Convocation address: For 
many years now the University has been unable to balance income 
and expenditure and a succession of deficit budgets has alarmed all 
those who wish it well.” All this I cannot but characterise to be a 
misrepresentation calculated to prejudice the public mind. 

The next question which strikes me is the way in which the Post- 
graduate department has (>een dealt with by the Qnvemment duriAW 
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the lail few yean. The most recent achierement of the CbTem- 
mmit majority in the University has been to secure a Committee, 
called the Post<frraduate Reorganisation Committee, for the purpose 
of examining the questions arising in the Post-graduate department. 
Such committees following each other at such frequent intervals 
cannot hut inspire terror and irritation in the minds of the mem- 
bers of the department. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUEs On this motion is it 
relevant to discuss the finances of the Calcutta University? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not understand 3'our point at all. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: His motion is for the 

reduction of the grant.s to the Universities and has little to do with 
the finances of the Calcutta University. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This motion is broader than what you suppose 
it to be and is certainly wider in its scope than the one which pre- 
ceded it. It will, however, save the time of the Council if the mem- 
ber does not traverse the grounds which were covered by the mover of 
the previous motion. He can of course discuss the finances of the 
Calcutta University to develop his point. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: What I had said before this 
interruption is that Government with a standing majority in the Uni- 
versity have secured the Post-graduate Reorganisation Committee. I 
wonder how the Members of the Executive Council or the members of 
the Government Secretariat would take it if Parliament were to 
appoint a committee every three or four or five years to examine the 
working of the Executive Council or the Secretariat with a view to 
reorganisation of the Executive Council or the Secretariat and 
securing retrenchment therein. That, Sir, cannot have a happy 
result ; it will surely affect the satisfactory and proper working of the 
Secretariat or the Executive Council. It is known to many of us here 
that the Calcutta University Post-giaduate department has l)een 
looked upon as a model by all the other Indian universities. 

5 p.m. 

The lecturers in this department have been taken by other univer- 
sities on twice or thrice the pay that they were drawing here with a 
view to organise the Post-graduate departments in those universities. 
But, Sir, the Government here has never appreciated the activities 
of this department. It has always tried to curtail its activities. The 
truth is this, Sir, that ever since the Post-graduate department came 
into exiatencei and ever since the Presidency College had to close its 
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Post-fp^duBtc clBS8€8f With tl26 WSult tlist GoV 6 rnin 6 Dt C 6 ft 86 d to Jl&TO- 
»iiy direct control over Post-graduate teaching, it has become an eye- 
gore to the Government and the activities of the Govemment during’ 
recent years have been largely the outcome of that feeling. 

Kfm ftahMtor Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Mr. President, Sir, 
being unfortunately a member of the terrorist organisation, vis,, the 
Post-graduate Reorganisation Committee, I think a word or two is 
needed from me in explanation of the activities of some sections of 
the Calcutta University. My friend, Babu Manmatha Nath Roy, is 
a Fellow of the Calcutta University, and I should have expected him, 
from his seat in the Senate of the Calcutta University when this 
committee of reorganisation was appointed, to say that this insti- 
tution was one which was likely to create terror amongst the different 
sections of the Post-graduate organisation. Sir, I am a new member 
of the Senate of the Calcutta University, and what I have been able 
to judge as a member of the Senate and a member of the reorganisa- 
tion committee is this. Just now a reference has been made to the 
financial arrangement between the Govemment of Bengal and /the 
Calcutta University, and, as has been announced by the Hon’ble the 
Finance Member, this financial arrangement is likely to be terminated 
in 1930 by an agreement arrived at between both the parties. The 
whole question of the reorganisation of the Calcutta University, so 
far as its financial position is concerned, is likely to be looked up 
both by the University and the Government with a view to seeing how 
far Government would be prepared to give an enhanced grant to the 
University. I do not belong to that school which thinks that the 
Calcutta University should not get more money. During the budget 
discussion last year, when Babu Manmatha Nath Roy was perhaps 
absent, and other representatives of the University did not raise any 
voice, I was the only member to say that the Calcutta University should 
get an enhanced grant to maintain itself. But, Sir, I am surprised 
to find that at a time when the University is entering into a discus- 
sion as to how to stabilise matters both as regards efficiency and the 
quality of the work done by chucking away things unnecessary or 
undesirable, my fntiid instead of raising a voice of protest has taken 
advantage of his position in this House by characterising this reorga- 
nisation committee as a terrorist organisation. I protest as a 
member of the Senate and as a member of this committee, because I 
happen to know more details than Babu Manmatha Nath Roy. I 
say that being cognisant of the facts, I am in a position to give a 
reply which members of the Senate are not in a position to give in 
this House. I do not know as yet whether the Govemment has a 
majority in the Seiwte or any other party has a majority there. Sir, 
it will be an evil day foi^ the University if its affairs are going to be 
managed by any idea of having a majority one way or other. I 
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think^ Sir, the best way in wbiob the Ufliversity sboold be managed 
is to find out wbat is in tbe best interest of the University itself. 
Personally for myself, I refuse to believe that any member of the 
Senate of the. Calcutta University is actuated by any other motive 
than to serve the best interest of the University. Sir, I would . not 
have said anything on this subject, but 1 think that the reform of the 
Calcutta University is very urgently needed, but on that matter, as 
my friend knows, there is a great deal of difference of opinion. We 
have not been able to come to an agreement as to the position of the 
Muhammadans in the future constitution of the Calcutta University. 
Personally for myself, I can assure Babu Manmatha Nath Hoy that 
I do not want reforms to be deferred on the score that the question of 
the representation of the Muhammadans has not been settled, but 
this is a very important question and it will have to be considered 
before the question of reform of the University is taken up. At the 
last meeting of the University when this matter was discussed, it was 
considered from different points of view. Anyway, Sir, Government 
has not been able to come to any conclusion so far as this matter is 
concerned, because there are so many points of difference that it is 
very difficult to come to any definite conclusion. Sir, I am giving a 
reply to my friend, Babu Manmatha Nath Hoy. He said that the 
Post-graduate Reorganisation Committee had created a terror in the 
minds of many of the members of the Senate. I will only conclude 
by saying that my friend has not yet given us any facts and figures 
to show how the University organisation is defective, and from that 
point of view I do not think I can agree with his remarks. 1 have 
nothing further to submit except that I would not have risen to 
speak but for the fact that my friend has made certain remarks about 
an organisation, no representative of which is present here to give a 
reply. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTHS Sir, Mr. Marr has said that there are 
several experts in University administration on the other side of the 
House. Mr. Roy is one of them and Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea is 
another. Not long ago, separately but simultaneously, they prepared 
a Bill for the reorganisation of the University. A great deal of time 
was spent over those Bills, and meantime Government, stirred into 
action by these Bills, set themselves to prepare a more comprehensive 
measure. Not long ago we were faced with a very difficult situation. 
A Bill was ready for the Council, prepared by the Select Committee, 
yet it was obvious that Government was opposed to the Bill on certain 
grounds and other members on separate grounds; and particularly one 
great party was opposed to it, because tbe Select Committee had 
brought in the question of special representation on communal 
.principle. The Bill was not withdrawn, but held over, and I admit 
.my partial responsibility in this matter, because I used what little 
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influence 1 may poeeees in pereuaHing the moyer not to press it at that 
moment, because the Bill itself was certain to be rejected by the joint 
opposition of Government and those others who objected to communal 
representation in the Senate. I do not know whether Mr. Roy, whose 
Bill was covered by Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea’s Bill, is in any way 
annoyed over that. I hope not, I believe not, but he has used language 
to-day which suggests that there is a tradition of continued hostility 
between Government and the ITniveisity. I hope that language of that 
sort, which once upon a time was assiduously cultivated, will not be 
heard any more. There is no reason to suspect Government of any 
want of sympathy with the University. It would be folly on the part 
of Government not to be on the very best of terms with the University. 
Government knows what position the Calcutta University occupies in 
the eyes of the people of other provinces, and what place it occupies 
in the hearts of the people here. Nothing, I imagine, would give 
Government greater pleasure than to be able to satisfy the demands 
of the University. Mr. Marr has told us of the difficulties of finance 
and we need no illustration on that point. We are all of us acquainted 
with those difficulties. The University is doing very fine work. 
Mr. Roy’s remarks seem to suggest that he fears that the University 
Post-graduate department will be attacked, or is being attacked or has 
been attacked. I cannot imagine that any attack will be made upon 
it in this House, and I would gladly pay a warm tribute to this 
department, because I have a very high admiration of the work that is 
being done there. But since no attack has been made or will be made, 
I think Mr. Roy has no need of any further comment on that. For 
the rest, the University must play a very important part in the senti- 
ments of the people of Bengal and the activities of this Council; for 
the universities in India play a larger part in all affairs than they do 
in any other country with which I am acquainted. In other countries 
they are just the coping stone of the educational system, but here in 
Bengal they are the one avenue to higher walks of life : no man can 
be a doctor or a lawyer or a Government clerk in the higher ranks or 
an engineer unless he has passed through the University. All bhadra^ 
log boys have to pass through the high schools controlled by the 
University and then through the colleges and then go to the Univer- 
sity itself in the Post-graduate classes if they want still higher educa- 
tion. It is practically impossible for any one to become even a 
member of the Legislative Council without having a university educa- 
tion. That is a disability from which we do not suffer in my own 
country. 


5-15 p.m. ' 

I, therefore, hope ttiat Mr. Roy will be ready to believe that there 
is a genuine endeavour to bring about amicable working between the 
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Govefidnent of a great firoTinee and a great University, and I trust 
tkat m decision of this House will be taken wbicb will render the 
best possible relations difficult of attainment. 


Dr, FRAMATHANATH BANERdEAl As one intimately associated 
with tbe administration of the Calcutta University I am deeply grate- 
ful to those members of this Council who have said encouraging words- 
regarding the University, and who have shown their sympathy with 
the aims and objects of the University. I am also deeply grateful to 
Mr. Wordsworth who represents the important Euroiienn group for the 
very appreciative remarks that he has made with regard to the work 
of the Post-graduate dejnutment of the Oalcutta University. These 
discussions show that the rei^resentatives of the people of Bengal, to 
whatever race or creed they may belong, desire that the Calcutta Uni- 
versity should he treated in a just and projier manner. 

Sir, Mr. Marr has just given certain figures relating to the grants 
which have been made to the University in recent years. Now 
Mr. Marr is a just and fair-minded person, and I appeal t4) him to con- 
sider whether those very figrures are not i>roof that the Oalcutta Uni- 
versity grants have been extremely inadefiuuteP I do not wish to 
enter intc/ the details of University finance; nor is it my de^sire to make 
a comfwrison of the grants which have been made to the Oiilcutta 
University with those which have been made to the other Universities 
whose sphere of work is much more restricted and limited than that 
of the Calcutta University. But, Sir, what I demand is that tbe 
grants to the Calcutta Univeisity should be placed on a statutory basis 
and that such grants should l)e adequate. In the province of Bengal 
we have two Universities, (me University, whose scope of activities 
is circumscril>ed within a 5-mile radius, has been granted on a statu- 
tor\' basis an annual recuiring sum of 5^ lakhs of rujiees. Now what 
I demand is that the Calcutta University should also get at least the 
same amount on a statutory basis, and, if necessary, further non- 
recurring grants should be made in order that the CSalcutta University 
may function, as it ought to, as the premier University in India. 

BMni 4ITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, I cannot help remark- 
ing that 80 far as the question of University reform is concerned, 
Government is not playing and has not played the game. When 
Dr. Pramathanath Banerjea introduced his Bill it was agoinst the 
wishes and sympathy of the Government, But all the same the Cbuncil 
gave him permission to do so. Later on, when Dr. Banerjea proposed 
that tbe Bill be referred to the Select Committee, the Government was 
again hostile and unsympathetic ; but in spite of their want of sympathy 
and prononned hostility, the Council was in favour of the Bill being 
referred to a Select C^mittee. Now that tbe Select Committee has 
finished its business after devoting a good deal of time and attention. 
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to it, the Government, as Mr. M. N. Roy has remarked, has shelved 
it by a sort of questionable manoeuvre. They say that they have got 
their own Bill, but they know perfectly well that their Bill cannot 
be introduced, or, if introduced, cannot be passed within the lifetime 
of this Council. So, by a disingenuous manoeuvre to which they have 
resorted for the purpose of avoiding the unpleasant necessity of 
reforming the present administration of the University, they have 
managed to shelve the Bill. In this connection I cannot help referring 
to the unfortunate fact that some of my Muhammadan friends persist 
in bringing the question of communal interest even as regards the 
University matters. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Bannerjee, I do not want you to refer to 
communal interests. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE; Sir, I do not understand 
exactly what is it that you ruled out of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The mover of this motion wanted to discuss the 
financial position of the University. I gave him and those who 
followed him some latitude in discussing various matters which affect 
the financial position of the University }>eoause I did not want lo 
stifle discussion ; but, I cannot allow communal questions to be raised 
in this debate. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May I ask for your guidance 
one question? May I not refer to the Post-graduate department of 
the University, seeing that the financial position of the University is 
closely connected with the administration of the Post-graduate 
department P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already said that members will be per- 
mitted to refer to matters which affect the administration or financial 
position of th© University. 

B«bu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: What I feel is this. The 
grant is more or less connected with the Post-graduate department 
and therefore a reference to the administration of that department 
would be relevant. So far as that is concerned, I differ entirely from 
Mr. M. N. Roy, namely, in respect of his glowing eulogy upon the 
work of the Post-graduate department. I have nothing to say about the 
Science side of the department not being conversant with scientific 
lore ; but so far as the Arts Department is concerned, 1 say that a more 
miserably manned and inefficient department does not exist anywhere. 
It is a 8C4indal and a standing disgrace to the University and 
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of Govemment grant can be justified for the purpose of main* 
iainiiwthis department. In Arabic, we are told that there are teachera 
of Arihic who cannot read the question papers if printed in Arabic 
.script/ There are teachers of the Pali and Hindi who, so far as their 
qualifications are concerned, would not deserve to be undergraduates 
of any decent University. So far as my own subject of English is 
concerned, the less said about it the better. There are 11 professors 
for that subject — engaged in the teaching of one subject alone. A 
book of 60 pages occupies one of those professors two years to finish 
it. Sometimes half a dMen of them are engaged in teaching one 
: subject or even a fraction of a subject. It is good, therefore, that a 
Committee has been appointed for the purpose of investigating the 
whole subject. One of the remarks of Mr. M. N. Roy is peculiarly 
Tinfortunate. He asked what would the Executive Councillors feel if 
Parliament were to appoint a Commission every three or four years 
for the purpose of overhauling the machinery of the Government P 
;Sir, I do not know what the Executive Councillors might think about 
it, but I am quite sure that the people would welcome the appointment of 
such a periodical Commission. Similarly, I do not know what the 
teachers of the Post-graduate departments themselves may feel about 
it, but the public outside will certainly welcome the appointment of 
a Committee for the purpose of investigating its affairs. I only hope 
that when the Enquiry Committee has finished its business and has 
submitted its recommendations, those recommendations will not be 
shelved in the manner in which the recommendations of a previous 
Committee were shelved. If you appoint a Committee it is necessary 
that you should give effect to the suggestions of that Committee. I 
hope this wholesome rule will now be followed irrespective of the 
personal predilections of the members of the University. 


The Hon’Me Mr. A. MARR: Mr. President, Sir, I think all the 
points have been discussed ver\’ fully, and I shall refer to them very 
shortly. Mr. M. N. Boy mentioned his Bill on University reform 
which he introduced, and he accused Goveimment of manceuvring to 
shelve that Bill. Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee also has some grave sus- 
picions against Government in this connection. I am afraid I can- 
not see bow Government can be accused of this as Dr. P. N. Banerjea 
and Mr. M. N. Roy introduced their Bills for University reform about 
the some time. Dr, Banerjea’ s Bill has been proceeded with, it being 
made clear to Mr. M. N. Roy that if he wanted to, he could move his 
BiU again later on. Dr. Baneijea’s Bill was referred to a Select Com- 
mittee, and it came beck from the Select Committee somewhat amended 
and with a number of minutes of dissent. When an opportunity was 
given to Dr. Banerjea to move bis Bill, for reasons which were per- 
isonal to him, be did not move the Bill and at tbe same time ^ ^ 
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not withdraw it. So it is still alive. In the meantime Br. Jenkins: 
was put on special duty to go into this question with a view to an 
official Bill being drafted. 1 understand that is the present position ». 
and that his draft Bill is landing before a Oommittee^of the Univer- 
sity itself. Surely this House cannot expect Government to go on 
with this Bill without waiting for this Committee to express its- 
opinion fully. That is the present position. 

We have heard a good deal about the Post-graduate department 
this afternoon. As regards the w’orking of that deportment I must 
leave it to the experts on both sides tt> come to an agreement amongst 
themselves in the lobby. The University itself realised that the 
income of the Post-graduate department would most certainly exceed 
expenditure by March 1930 and they did want to know what would 
have to be done about this matter then. For this reason the Univer- 
sity appointed its own Post-graduate Reorganisation Committee^ and 
I understand the appointment of this Committee was by a practically 
unanimous vote. This Committee will submit its report to the Uni- 
versity, and the University will consider that report in connection witk 
the new financial settlement which is to be made after March 1930. 
Until that is done, it is useless discussing matters at this stage. 

Dr. Banerjea and Mr. Wordsworth both were complimentary as 
regards the present relations between the University and the Govern- 
ment, and I hope that these relations will continue on these pleasant 
lines. Dr. Banerjea argued that the grant which Government gave 
to the University is inadequate, and that it should be on a statutory 
basis and be adequate. He cited the case of Dacca University. I feel 
that this is a matter which ought to be left for discussion in connec- 
tion with the new financial settlement. As I said before, we are quite 
prepared to admit that we do not give the University what we should 
like to give, but the same remark apq>lies to all other departments 
under Government. 


5-80 p.m. 

The la&t point that I should like to refer to is what Babu ManmatHa* 
Nath Roy calls ** misrepresentation ’’ as regards a letter from the* 
Bengal Government to the University. Mr. Bejoy Krishna Bose 
mentioned this in his speech on the previous motion, and it was my 
omission that I did not refer to it then. This mistake was due to a 
misunderstanding, and I can assure the Council that there was no* 
ground in this letter of any action by Government which could give 
rise to a misapprehension or mistake on the part of those interested' 
in the well-beinjar of the University. The object of this letter — am 
going to read it in a few moments — was to obtain the opinion of the 
University on what is required for the future stabilisation of its- 
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finanoM — tliat ie a point with which the TJniver&ity is even more 
intin^ly concerned than Government. This is the letter : — 

To The Registrar, Calcutta University, 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your No. enclos- 
ing a Copy of the Budget Estimates of the Calcutta University for 
the year 1928-29, as passed by the Senate. The Government of 
Bengal in the Ministiy^ of Education note that expenditure in excess 
of income has been sanctioned for several years with the result that 
all closing balances are now shown in deficit.” 

The letter goes on to say : — 

“ I am to request that Govemment may be informed if the situa- 
tion thus disclosed has the attention of the Senate and the Syndicate, 
and if any action is contemplated by which future expenditure will 
be reduced to probable income.” 

I think, Sir, it is quite clear from that letter that all we wanted 
to do was to draw the attention of the Senate and the Syndicate to 
the fact that income and expenditure should balance. What is the 
expression objected toP It was that expenditure in excess of the in- 
come had been sanctioned for several years with the result that all 
closing balances are now showTi in deficit. When we spoke of all 
closing balances, the mistake was that the temporary reserve fund was 
not taken into account. When we were examining the working of the 
University, we were simply taking normal income against normal 
expenditure. It is correct that normal income has not met normal 
expenditure during the last few years, but the deficits W’ere met out 
of surpluses at the credit of the temporary reserved fund. Therefore, 
taking that fund into cu'count the working showed a surplus. It must 
be realised, however, that the temporary reserve fund can only last a 
certain time. When it is exhausted, the normal income will not be 
up to the normal expenditure. This is what the Govemment wished 
to draw the attention of the Senate and the Syndicate to. I am sorry, 
Sir, for the misunderstanding, but I welcome this opportunity of 
explaining the matter. I oppose these motions. 

Babu MANMATHA MATH ROY: Sir, may I put a question by 
way of explanation? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, you cannot put any question by way of 
explanation. If you want information of an urgent nature, you can 
do so by putting a simple question. 

BMni MANMATHA NATH ROY: May I enquire, Sir, if the 
temporary reserve fund is created by the income of a particular year? 

Tlia Han'bla Mr. A. MARR: Yes. The temporary reserve fund 
has roughly an annual income of Rs. 40,000. But my point is that 
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even taking that amount into account unless something is done to 
Retrench expenditure, the whole of that amount will also be exhausted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The issue which is involved in this moSon has 
been made somewhat obscure by the speeches to which we have listened 
in the course of the debate. Only two speeches, I mean those of 
Dr. Banerjea and the Hon'ble Mr. Marr were confined to the real point 
under discussion. I had better say that the issue involved in the mo- 
tion 'is whether the House should or should not express dissatisfaction 
at the proposed Government grant having regard to the present 
financial position of the University. 

The motion of Babu Manmatha Nath Roy was then put and lost. 

Mr. PREtlOENT: I propose to take up motions Nos. 554 to 558 
together. Khan Bahadur, you can move all the motions that stand 
against your name and make one speech on them. 

Khan BalMdur MauM AZIZUL HAQUE: I move that the demand 
of Rs. 14,08,000 under the head “ 31. — Education (Transferred) — 
Government Arts Colleges be reduced by Rs. 1,000. 

I also move that the demand of Rs. 4,45,000 under the head 
** 31 A. — Education — Grants to Non-Government Arts Colleges be 
reduced by Rs. 30,000. 

I will not deliver any speech, but I will briefly give the reasons 
which have prompted me to move these motions. First of all I wish to 
draw the attention of the House to the fact that owing to uncertainty 
of service conditions in the Provincial Educational Service to-day there 
is a good deal of difficulty before the members of the Bengal Provincial 
Educational Service. The fact is that Indian Educational Service 
recruitment has been practically stopped and in the latest Civil List 
I find that out of 53 posts in the Indian Educational Service normally 
as many as about 32 posts are vacant. Nothing has yet been done, 
so far as I have been able to gather, to create a superior educational 
service which I understand the department is pledged to. The result is 
that it has caused a very bad effect in the Provincial Educational Service. 
The Provincial Educational Service cadre consists of 222 posts. Now, 
we shall be astounded to hear that out of these 222 posts, there are 
18 vacancies and 60 officiating and temporary' arrangements, and some 
of these temporary and officiating arrangements have been for several 
years past. Surely in Government service everybody expects a certain 
amount of fixity, and I wonder the ingenuity with which the depart- 
ment has been able to fill up the columns so far as the officiating 
appointments are concerned. In as many as 60 cases a professor of 
one particular college is shifted to another college and thereafter he 
is siiifted to a paper appointment 
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mm 4ITENDRALAL lAMNERJEEt On a point of order, Sir, 

1 fail id see the relevancy of the Khan Bahadur’s remarks. The 
motion refers to non-Oovernment Arts Colleges, but he is dealing with 
Government Education Service. 

Khiii Bahadur Maulwi AZIXUL HAQUE: I think my friend is 
hopelessly impatient 

Mr< Ha Ea STAPLETON: On a point of order, Sir. May I point 
out that as far as I could hear the Khun Bahadur, he only moved two 
motions. Is he going to refer to the other two motions f He has not 
moved them. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 moved only motions 
Kos. 554 and 555. I did not move the oIKer two motions, nor do I 
propose to move them. So far ns my friend Babu Jitendralal 
Bannerjee is concerned, I think he is hopelessly impatient or is very 
hasty for the reason that he altogether forgets that there is a motion 
standing in my name which refers to Government Arts Colleges. I 
was showing that out of 222 posts in the Provincial Educational 
Service, 18 vacancies have been filled up, and so far as 60 posts are 
concerned, they are officiating and temporary arrangements, and some 
of these temporarj' arrangements have existed for the last few’ years. 
I do not understand this principle of the Education Department by 
which an appointment is made in one college and thereafter the 
officiating appointment is given to another college and at the next 
moment the man is transfeiTed to a third college. Surely there must 
be a certain amount of ingenuity, but I think in the interest of the 
laymen this sort of system ought to be put an end to as quickly as 
possible. If there is no intention to have any superior educational 
service, that decision should be arrived at quickly. On the other hand, 
if there is any such intention, that decision should be arrived at 
quickly. In any case there is no reason why officiating appointments 
should be allowed to remain in the Provincial Educational Service or 
for the matter of that in the Indian Educational Service, and the 
question of the settlement of the recruitment to the superior educa- 
tional service should be settled quickly. That is my first point. 

My second point is the question of the Islamia College and itf 
staf. So far as the Islamia College and its staff are concerned, 1 
think, if I remember aright, that it was the original intention of 
Government to recruit as its Principal a distinguished gentleman from 
this country or from any other country. But nothing has yet l^en 
done in this matter and a decision should be arrived at whether this 
college should have a permanent Principal. 
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My third point is the question of the high seat rent cluurges in 
all Government hostels attached to the Gt>vernment colleges under the 
Government of Bengal. 

My fourth point is want of hostel accommodation in the Krishnagar 
College. I would only refer to this matter because I want the 
Government to realise its sense of proportion. So far as this college 
is concerned — I think I am not giving any new information to this 
House — it has been administratively sanctioned by the Government 
several years ago— His Excellency also said some years ago that it was 
administratively sanctioned. But thereafter I find somehow or other 
this college is not able to secure the grant of money which is not more 
than Es. 15,000 to Es. 16,000 for a Muhammadan hostel in a district 
which is perhaps the most backward district from the Muhammadan 
point of view in the whole of Bengal. I will just now refer to motion 
No. 656. In doing so I find that Government has given no accom- 
modation to the students of a Government college which has been 
administratively sanctioned, while Government is going to give a 
capital grant to the St. PauFs College for the construction of quarters 
for the college staff. What I maintain is that if quarters for the 
college staff are to be provided — I do not question it and I think the 
college staff should be provided with quarters — that should be given 
only after the students have been provided with hostel accommodation, 
and I want to know' whether Government has lately enunciated the 
principle of providing professors’ quarters before they can look after 
the entire hostel nc(*onimodation for the students. 

5-45 p.m. 

The second point that I was 8]>eaking on was that a grant of 
Es. G0,00<1 could not be provided for the Krishnagar College 
Muhammadan hostel, although I find that a grant of Es. 12,008 is 
going to be given to the Krishna! h College, Berhampore, which is a 
private institution. There is also a capital grant to the Scottish 
Churches College for improving the playing fields. Now, Sir, surely 
I could understand that some grant is necessary for providing play- 
ing fields for a sehpol or a college but to grant money for the improve- 
ment of playing fields by deferring a scheme for hostel accommoda- 
tion in a school is a thing which I could not understand. These are 
the i-eaeons which have prompted me to move these motions and I 
think the Hon’ble Member-in-charge will admit in his reply that the 
demands which I have put forward ore reasonable from the point of 
view from w'hich I look at the question. 

Then, Sir, I will speak on the paucity of Muhammadans in the 
Provincial Educatiohal Serv'ice. I am not raising a communal 
question and I would be the last man to do so. But there is one 
matter to w'hich I would draw the attention of the House and that is 
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4liat in the whole ProTincial Educational Service, barring gentlemen 
-who aij| Inrofeeeors or lecturers in Persian or Arabic or superintendents 
or prini^pals of Madrassahs, there are not more than about three persona 
in the whole Provincial Educational Service from amongst the 
Ifuhainmadan community. I want the Government to realise these 
facts and say whether or not we are justified in our claims that there 
ahould be a certain number of Muhammadans in the Provincial 
Educational Service provided good and competent Muhammadans are 
available, and 1 do maintain, Sir, that at the present day competent 
Muhammadans are available. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Khan Bahadur liaulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: That the demand of 
Ps. 4,45,000 under the head ' 31 A. — Education — Grants to Non- 
*Government Arts Colleges ’ be reduced by Es. 15,426.” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: ''That the demand of 
Es. 4,45,000 under the head ' 31A. — Education — Grants to Non- 
*Government Arts Colleges ' be reduced by Es. 2,000.” 


Mr. H. E. STAPLETON: Sir, my friend the Khan Bahadur has 
launched such a volley of criticisms upon Government that it is 
rather difficult to reply at a moment's notice to them all or to find 
the references to questions which were apparently not covered by the 
motions he moved. However I will try my best to deal >Aith the points 
I'aised by him. 

Firstly, he asked regarding the steps taken in connection with the 
formation of a superior Educational Service. As the House is nwjire, 
recruitment to the Indian Educational Service was closed I think in 
1924. Government took some time to decide what was to be done in 
•connection with a new service to replace the Indian Educational 
Service, but in 1925 or 1926 we were asked to put forward proposals 
for the formation of a new Grade I Service. This necessarily took 
some time. The new service is intended to replace exactly the Indian 
Educational Service, so far as posts of that Service are concerned, and 
deals almost entirely with special posts. The Khan Bahadur will be 
glad to know that definite and, so far as the Director is concerned, 
final proposals were sent up to the Government last year. Govern- 
ment will of course have to look very carefully into these proposals 
because the proposals that are made by each province have to be 
correlated by the Government of India so that there may not be too 
great difierences between the proposals put forward by the different 
provinces regarding this new Grade I Service. It will necessarily 
take some time before the final orders of the Government can l>e 
obtained on these proposals* I am sure, however, that, the local 
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GoTermndni will do everything they possibly can to expedite the sub* 
mission of these proposals to the Imperial Government so. that the* 
troubles that the Ehan Bahadur has referred to — the troubles that 
affect the lower services in the way of acting appointments, which I 
admit are very real in many cases — will be removed. 

As regards the Islamia College Principal, I have not been able^ 
actually to refer to the file but I have previously seen the papers in 
connection with the appointment of a Principal. It is true that it 
was originally intended to appoint a special Principal from England 
but owing to the fact that Mr. Harley was availabl^when the College 
was opened and was willing to take the post of P^rincipal, he was 
placed in charge of the Islamia College. Mr. Harley by his 
experience and his past association with Muhammadans has, I believe,, 
given satisfaction to, at all events, the majority of the community that 
he is endeavouring to sei-ve. I could not gather from the remarks of 
the Khan Bahadur what his point exactly was, but the fact remains 
that Mr. Harley was appointed Principal and, so far as I know,, 
there is no proposal to recruit any Principal from England to take 
his place. 

The Khan Bahadur then touched on the question of high seat- 
rents in hostels. This is a matter regarding which Government have 
in the past laid down a certain definite policy, namely, that as far as 
possible hostels should be self-supporting. I shall be very glad to 
show the Khan Bahadur any papers on the subject containing the- 
Government orders, and after consulting these he will find that so far 
as the Muhammadan community is concerned — as well as, I may add, 
girl students — they have been very leniently dealt with by the Govern- 
ment up till now; and I do not think there can be any real cause of 
complaint in connection at all events with Muhammadan students 
and Muhammadan hostels. 

Then he referred to the Krishnagar College Muhammadan Hostel' 
The history of this case is that four years ago the attention of' 
Mr. Oaten was drawn to the fact that a small number of Muham- 
madan students were residing in the basar at Krishnagar and it was 
suggested, I think by the Khan Bahadur, that provision should be made 
for a hostel to accommodate them. The matter went forward and pro- 
posals were finally approved by Govemment two years ago. It was 
not found possible to include that proposal in the present budget, butr 
at all events I can assure the Khan Bahadur that I will do my level 
best to press the matter through as early as possible. 

He objected, I think, in the same connection to the acquisition of 
land for a hostel foe" the Bethune College. 


Kliaii fc a tti dtt f Mtulwi AZIZUL HAQUEs No, I did not say that^ 
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Mli H* i. tTAFLETONs I beg your {lardou. I must have mis* 
undenibod what was said. Then the Rhan Bahadur dealt with the 
questhm of paucity of Muhammadans in the Provincial Educational 
Service. This matter has been discussed — I will not say ad nameumr 
because it is an inappropriate phrase — but it has been discussed very 
thoroughly in the past and possibly it will come up again to-day. 
Under the recent orders of Government for future recruitment 46 per 
cent, of the candidates who are appointed to Government service 
should be Muhammadans. We are doing our level best to improve 
the proportion of Muhammadans and I think that the figures that have 
been quoted are slightly exaggerated. I cannot check them but I anr 
doubtful if they are correct. 

There are two other things that he mentioned, namely, that instead? 
of devoting money for the provision of funds for the Rrishnagar 
College Muhammadan Hostel which, I think, is intended to accom^ 
modate 15 students in all. Government have been lavishing money irr 
supporting the claims of St, PauPs College for the re-erection 
of certain veiy dilapidated quarters for the staff, and for improving" 
the playing fields of the Scottish Churches College. I am sure that 
if the £han Bahadur had gone to either of these places and seen them 
for himself he would not have brought this matter before the House. 
In the case of 8t. Paul’s College he would have found that St. PauPsf 
College is amply provided with accommodation for students but in 
the case of j^rofessors they were only accommodated in a very dilapi* 
dated and tumble-down building which I think was erected about 
150 years ago. It was a scandal that this building had not beew 
replaced long before and Government have now come forward with 
a very small sum of money towards the cost of rebuilding it. The 
rebuilding has been completed and I went round it the other day and* 
it is a very fine building. If the Khan Bahadur will go down and 
see what they have done — what fine buildings they have set up not 
only for the staff but also for their students he will find that they are- 
finer than can be found in most colleges elsewhere. 


Then as regards the playing field for the Scottish Churches' 
College, possibly it is a misdescription in the budget as to what is- 
being done. I knew myself that for a long time past this College 
has had a very fine site on the other side of the Canal for the benefit 
of its students. Everybody knows that the Scx)tti8h Churches College* 
has a very large number of students and that it is therefore in very' 
urgent need of a good playing field. Dr. Watt, the late Principal,, 
raised a very large sum of money to fill up a very large tank on the* 
site, but Govemm'ent, so far as I know, have not contributed very' 
largely in the past towards this scheme. The authorities only wanted 
a small amount of money to complete the scheme of filling the tank 
and levelling the ground. They had no more money and they 
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asked Government for a small amount wkich was granted. 11 the 
Ehan Bahadur will go and look at the playing field I am sure he 
would be quite satisfied that the money has been very well used. 

The following motion of £han Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque 
was then put and lost : — 

** That the demand of Rs. 14,08,000 under the head ‘ 31. — Educa- 
tion — Transferred — Government Arts Colleges ’ be reduced by 
Es. 1,000.*' 

The following motion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque was 
then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 4,46,000 under the head ‘ 31A. — Educa- 
ticm — Grants to Non-Govemment Arts Colleges * be reduced by 
Rs. 30,000." 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: "That the demand of 
Rs. 4,45,000 under the head ‘ 31A. — ^Education — Transferred — Grants 
to Non-Govemment Arts Colleges * be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise 
the question of the inadequacy and unfair distribution of such grants)." 

The following motion was not put as it was covered by the fore- 
going decision of the Council : — 

Brijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: "That the demand of 
Rs. 30,06,000 under the head * 31 A. — Education — University ’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that Calcutta University ought to 
get more than is at present given to it)." 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: " That the demand of 
Rs, 10,40,000 under the head ‘ 31B. — Education (Transferred) — 
Secondary — Government Secondary Schools — Pay of Officers * be reduced 
by Rs. 100. (Paucity of Moslems in the teaching establishment)." 

Mitlivi ABDUL KARIM: "That the demand of Rs. 12,93.0iH) 
under the head ' 31B. — Education (Transferred) — Secondarj' — Govern- 
ment Secondary Schools * be reduced by Rs. 5 (to discuss the question 
of deprovincialisation of Government secondary schools)." 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: " That the 
demand of Rs. 15,85,000 under the head * 31B. — Education (Trans- 
ferred) — Secondary— tDirect grants to non-Government Secondary 
School * be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the inadequacy 
of grants to secondary schools)." 
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Mm MAMMATHA NATH ROYS Tiiat the demand of 

Rs. lf,S5,000 under the head ‘ 31B.— Education— Direct grants to 
iion*Govemni6nt Secondary Schools ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss 
the policy in the matter of proposed Secondary Board)/* 

ilMlivi ABDUL KARIMS ** That the demand of Rs. 15,85,000 
under the head * 31B. — Education (Transferred) — Secondary — Direct 
grants to non>Govemment Secondary Schools * be reduced by Re. 1 
^to discuss the general policy of Secondary Education in Bengal with 
a view to get the prevailing system so modified as to suit the present 
day requirements of the people).** 

KhM Bahadur Mtulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: That the demand of 
Rs. 28,78,000 under the head ‘ 31. — Education — Secondary Schools * 
be reduced by Rs. 31,000.** 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 28,78,000 under the head “ 31. — Education — Secondary 
Schools ** be reduced by Rs. 2,000. 

In moving this motion my intention is to draw the attention of the 
House to the fact that though Government schools are supposed to be 
model institutions yet at the present time they have got a very small 
number of staff. The inadequacy of staff in Government schools is ii 
perfect scandal to-day and I think the attention of Government should 
be drawn to the fact that it is desirable to provide better staff in all 
Government institutions. I may refer to the Krishnagar Collegiate 
School from personal exi>erience. It has got a magnificent building 
and also immense possibilities for future development, but unfor- 
tunately the present staff’ is such that when a teacher is absent, the 
headmaster is at his wit*s end to devise how the school should go on so 
far as the lower classes are concerned. I think Government should 
abandon its policy of retrenchment so far as its secondary schools are 
conceited, because it affects the future of education in this Presidency. 

6 p.m. 

At the present moment I find that none of the Government schools 
has got any staff which can be called leave reserve, and most of these 
institutions are put to great difficulty whenever any member of the 
teaching staff goes on leave. Sir, my intention is merely to draw the 
attention of the House to the inadequacy of staff in Government 
schools. 

Dr. RRAMATHANATH BANNERdEA: On a point of informa- 
tion, Sir. Is this a token cut, or a motion for reduction of the grant. 
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Mr. PlifellOfeNT: No^ it is not a token cnt. It is a motion for 
reduction. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

SalHl KHACENDRA NATH GANCULYs That the demand 

of Rs. 28,78,000 under the head ‘ 31. — Education (Transferred) — 
Secondary ^ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment to its policy towards secondary schools, specially in Howrah).’^ 

Srilut BlilAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 28,78,000 under the head 31B. — Secondary Educa- 
tion (Transferred)’’ be reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that the 
Government ought to spend a larger sum on secondary education. 

My giounds for moving this is that Government spend money in 
other (lepaHments on a la\ish scale, while the Education Department 
is practically starved. Under secondary education, wre understand that 
primary schools and high English schools are included. If we look 
at the status and pay of the teachei's of primary schools, we find 

Oft Wi At JENKINS: On a point of order, Sir, primary schools 
are not included under secondary schools. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You should not refer to primary schools which 
do not come under the motion before the House. 

•rijift BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Under secondary schools, 
high schools are included. The number of high schools in Bengal is 
much less than what it ought to be. Every subdivision of a district 
does not possess a high school owned by Government, and Government 
do not give sufficient grants to private schools. I beg to suggest that 
Government ought to spend a larger amount of money on secondary 
education, and more high schools should be established. In each thana 
there should be such a school. With these words I commend my 
motion to the acceptance of the House. 

•ri)ut RADHA GOBINDA RAY: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 28,78,000 under the head 31B. — Education (Trans- 
ferred)— Secondary ” be reduced by Re. 1. 

TJlie object of my motion, is to raise a discussion on the indifferent 
attitude of the Government with regard to secondary schools. Now, 
Sir, there are two types of secondary schools in Bengal — Khas Govern- 
ment secondary schools and aided Government secondary sc’hoola 
Government spend Rs. 10,40,000 for maintaining 730 leacheis in kha« 
Government secondary setools, and Rs. 13,02,000 in all for maintain-, 
ing all Government secondary schools in Bengal and Rs. 15,85,000 
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hu$ Ibsen allotted for expenditure on 2,805 non*Goveriunent 
aeconltft^ sckools. Sir, we find that there are 1,741,504 male 
and female students in the secondary schools of Benfral 
and we find that Rs. 25,85,000 has been allotted not for 
maintaining' but for giving adequate grants, acconling to the 
standard of Government, to these secondary schools. Now, Sir, I 
had been a teacher in my early life and I am acquainted with the 
hard lot of the poor teachers who serve in secondary schools. Sir, 
even in the quinquennial report which has been published by the 
Education Department, the hard lot of the poor teachers of secondary 
schools has been admitted and so I submit that Government should 
spend more money for ameliorating their sad lot. I have a few sug- 
gestions to make for the improvement of the prospects of these j>oor 
teachers, and I hope Government will sympathetically consider them. 
Teachers in the secondary schools, especially in Government aided 
schools, should be promoted to the higher posts whenever there is a 
vacancy, because I find that raw graduates fresh from the University 
are placed above experienced and veteran teachers when a vacancy 
occurs. If the teachers who have served for a long time as lower 
teachers be promoted according to their efficiency in teaching to the 
higher posts, then they will get an impetus to improve their culture 
and learning in the hope that thereby they will l>etter their future 
prospects. We find in secondary schools that a teacher who has served 
for 20 or 30 or 40 years in a school remains there all the time, while 
students who have passed through his hands and ultimately come out 
of the University are placed over him. Will these 20 or 30 years 
spent in teaching go for n<»thiiig? Perhaps he teaches in the 5th 
class, and will never be in a position to teach in the next higher 
class. If this system is introduced, it will help the teachers to improve 
their culture. 

Next, Sir, the teachers should be encouraged to write text books. 
If those text books are approved, they will be in a position to improve 
their income. I think Government should consider this suggestion 
and direct the Text Book Committee to give preference to the books 
written by school teachers. 

Another point is that Government should request the University 
to appoint examiners from amongst experienced graduate teachers of 
secondary schools. Sir, by this means also the teachers will be able 
to increase their income and their sad lot will to some extent be 
alleviated. We know that teachers of secondary schools engage in 
private tuition. This private tuition is not looked upon with favour 
By the Education Department. They are systematically trying to 
dissuade the teachers from engaging themselves in private tuition. 
Dut they cannot do without private tuition because their income is 
so small that they cannot make both ends meet. Government should 
;ameHorate the condition of these men. 
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Next, Sir, I must impress on Gkrremment the necessity of making 
adequate grants to these secondary schools. I am acquainted with 
most of the secondary schools and I can assure you, Sir, that the 
conditon of most of them is miserable. Though Government now- 
a-days have increased the grants-in-aid, still I submit that these grants- 
in-aid should be further increased, otherwise it will not be possible 
to improve the quality of secondary education in Bengal. With these 
words I move the motion that stands in my name. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs “ That the demand of 
Rs. 28,78,000 under the head ‘ 31D. — Education (Transferred) — 
Secondary ' be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the general policy).'" 

Dfa Wa Aa ilENKINSs Sir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque 
has raised the question of inadequacy of grants to Government secondary 
schools, and he has instanced the Krishnagar School, as an institution 
in which the staff is unable to cope with the work. I do not intend 
to dwell on this point, because it is obvious from the figures that 
Government do, as a matter of fact, provide adequate funds for the 
47 schools which are under their direct control and adequately staff 
them. Whereas the expenditure on less than 50 Government schools 
is Rs. 13 lakhs, less than this amount is spent on the 1,000 remaining 
high schools. Moreover, from perosnal knowledge of many Government 
schools, I can say that while it may so happen that a particular school 
at any one time is inadecjuately staffed, the other schools are ade- 
quately staffed. In any case of inadequate staffing matters are set 
right ns soon as the condition of affairs is brought to the notice of 
Government. In the case of the Krishnagar School, if a representa- 
tion is made by the head master, I am sure adequate notice will be 
taken by the department and proper action will be taken to meet the 
case. On the whole, Government do look after their schools and do 
provide money for them. 

The second speaker, Babu Bijay Kumar Chatter jee, raises the ques- 
tion of the inadequacy of the number of high schools throughout the 
province. There hre in Bengal, at the present moment, about 1,100 
high schools. There is hardly any village which has not its own high 
school. There are high schools in places where their existence can 
hardly be justified. It is true that there may be areas where facilities 
for high school education do not exist, but on the whole I submit 
that no case has been made out for saying t9iat a sufficient number 
of high schools does not exist in the province. On the contrary, a 
strong case can be made out that if the number of such schools be 
decreased and these fewer schools be better aided and the quality of 
teaching improved, education would be better and children would be 
more efficiently trained. 
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1!^# last ^>eaker has complained about insufficiency of funds. It 
is olmous there are not sufficient funds for any brandh of education^ 
and, we agree that judged by the standard of western countries, 
secondary education is inadequately provided for. But if the re- 
sources of the province are taken into account, and if the amount of 
money spent on education is considered, I submit that no case can 
be made out for the charge that inadequate funds ai'e provided for 
secondary educa»tion. On the contrary, more money is spent on 
secondary education than on primary education. The speaker asked 
that Government should ensure the appointment of the teachers of 
higth schools as niatriculafion examiners, but. Sir, Government have 
no authority over the appointment of examiners. He also raised the 
question of promotion of teachers. Here, also, Government have no 
authority over secondary schools. It is the Fniversity which controls 
the policy of secondary education, and apart from giving financial 
grants to aided schools, Government have no control over them. 
These are questions which he can place before the University, or 
before the new Secondary Board of Education, if and when it comes 
into existence. In the meantime Government can do nothing in 
these matters. Therefore, Sir, I submit there is no substance in 
these motions for reducing the demand. 

The following motion of Khan Bahadur Muulvi Azizul Haque was 
then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 28,78,000 under the head ‘ 31. — ^Edu- 
cation — Secondary Schools ’ be reduced by Rs. 2,000.’’ 

The motion of Srijut Bijay Eumar Chatterjee was put and lost. 

The motion of Srijut Radha Gobinda Ray was put and lost. 

[At 6-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 6-30 p.m.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I propose to have one discussion on motions 571 
and 582. 

Sn>t J!0€ENDRA NATH MOITRA: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 4,10,000 under the head 31 C. — Education (Trans- 
ferred) — Primary— Direct grants to non-Government primary schools ** 
be reduced by Rs. 2,00,000. 

I move this motion not for the purpose of actually curtailing the 
grant, but only for raising this important question, i.e., the question 
of making a special grant for the primary education of the depressed 
classes of Bengal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But your motion is for a substantial reduction, 

Srljlit dOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: My intention is to draw tfhe 
special attention of Government in this direction. 
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lift ^RESIOENTS Why not then speak on a subsequent motion of 
ihe nature of a token cut instead of moving yours. 


•fillft dOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: Very well, Sir, I do not 
move my motion but with your permission I beg to move the motion 
standing in the name of Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti which 
runs as follows: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 22,88,000 under the head ‘ 31C. — Educa* 
tion — Transferred — Primary — Grants to Local Bodies for Primary 
Education * be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attentibh to the insufficiency 
of such grants).’’ 

Sir, while discussing the last year’s budget, I drew pointed atten- 
tion of the Government in this connection. The Education Secretary, 
Mr. J. H. Lindsay, opposed on the plea tihat it was difficult to get 
funds for the depressed classes under the head ‘‘ European Education ” 
for I made iny observations while moving a cut on that head. 
Mr. Lindsay meant as if he would have made it possible to make a 
grant had the motion been for a cut on a head on the Transferred 
side. 

Sir, on a close perusal of the budget under review, I am dis- 
appointed to find that no provision has been made for the education 
of the backward or depressed classes of Bengal. It has been admitted 
by all to be a matter of paramount importance. 

The cause of the depressed classes is always championed by the 
Government ostensibly with the object of raising a plea for not yield- 
ing to the national demand of full and complete Dominion Status. 
But, Sir, the Government, as self-styled advocate of the dumb millions, 
must needs keep them as perpetually dumb, otherwise, their advocacy 
will be quite out of place. There are apparently other objects, in 
keeping the depressed classes in ignorance. They can be very con- 
veniently used for the purpose of fostering class war and for the pur- 
pose of presenting their special grievances before a Miss Mayo or a 
Simon Commission. 

We admit, Sir, tjhat the depressed classes have been treated with 
great injustice by the so-called upper classes of the Hindus. But now 
the upper classes have realised their mistake and have come forward 
and removed their disabilities, to a considerable extent. They have 
approached them wHth a heart full of love and brotherhood. But 
the proper way of raising their status is by throwing open the flood- 
gafe of education. It is with this object in view, I am appealing to 
the House to agree with me in making a special provision for them. 
Of course when tho^Bill for the free and compulsory primary education 
of Bengal will be passed into law, the necessity for such special 
grants will cease. 
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SdM MAIliiATHA NATH ROY: I beg* to moire that the demand 
of Rs. 22,88,000 under the head 31C. — Grants to Local Bodies for 
Primary Education ’’ be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I biought forward thin motion to draw attention to the absolute 
inadequacy of this grant and also to discmss the policy of the Govern- 
ment in the matter of the Primary Education Bill. I do not know 
whether it is known to most of us in this House what is the exact 
amount of the magnificent grant which is given to the gurus or 
teachers in most of the primary schools. The Government, for the 
purpose of making grants to the teachers in these primary schools, 
makes an annnal grant to the district boards. It is for this House 
to say whether the magnificent grant through the district boards 4>f 
fls. 2 or Rs. 2-8 or in some cases Rs. 3 for a guru per month is 
adequate for the maintenance of the guru and his whole family. It 
is known, vSir, that students in these primary schools cannot and do 
not pay any fees so the result is that these teachers must lie content 
with that magnificent amount, and with that magnificent amount the 
teacher and his family are exjiec^ted to be fed and clothed. I do 
not know whether this is only an instance or illustration of the duty 
which the Government discharges in respect of the dumb millions 
whose cause the Government always professes to further. 

The next question is the question of the Primary Edmation Rill. 
The Report of the Select Committee on the Primary Education Bill 
was placed in the hands of the members of this (Vnincil yesterday. 
No doubt that the Bill as presented in this Council is an improve- 
ment upon the Bill as originally introduced ; but there are some 
important and vital matters with regard to which the Bill is yet 
unsatisfactory. The first point whi<‘h strikes me is the (luestioii of 
the President of the Board. It is a pity that the Select Committee 
was not of opinion that the President must always be elected. It 
seems to me and it cannot be denied that this is a retrograde step 
and it will only remind us of, and (rarry us back to the days of the 
official chairman of the district board. N<» doubt the Select Com- 
mittee is of opinion that the District Magistrate should not necessarily 
l)e the President. But there is no reason why the Government should 
nominate 


Tfet HOffl’ble Mr. A. MARR; On a point of order, Sir. Is the 
speaker in order in discussing the Report of the Sele(;t Committee of 
the Primary Education Bill under the head Grants for primary 
education 


Mr. PRCilDENT: What hate you got to say to that Mr. RoyP 
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Mm MANMATHA NATH ROYS We know what the Bepc^ of 
the Select Committee is, and when speaking on this motion 1 cannot 
forget or pass over what passes in my mind with regard to that 
matter now. 

Mfi PRESIDENTS The Select Committee's report is a property 
of this House now. The Hon'ble Mr. Marr’s objection would have 
been valid if the leport had not been actually presented to the House. 
I think the member can refer to it. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROYs The next question which is of 
vital interest is the incidence of taxation. It appears to me that 
the Bill, as it stands, is most unfair. The total amount necessary 
for the purpose has not been ascertained or mentioned. The Govern- 
ment does not also say what share it is prepared to pay. The Govern- 
ment has not yet given any idea as to the proportion of the total 
amount which it is prepared to give out of its ordinary revenues. 
Two important matters have not been determined — the total expendi- 
ture and the probable share of the Government. So long as there 
is uncertainty with regard to these matters, it would not be fair to 
place the incidence of taxation before this House and ask us to vote 
upon it. 


6-46 p.m. 

This is a matter, Sir, which appears to me to be of fundamental 
impoHance. Another matter which strikes me is the proportion of 
the elected element on the proposed board. There will be only one 
member directly elected from each subdivision ; and the total strength 
of a lK)ard in some districts may l)e as many as 25, where there are 
five subdivisions. It does not seem to be fair, if in a district con- 
sisting say of three subdivisions we have only three members directly 
elected by the union boards, when the total strength of the board 
will be 17. With these words I beg to present my motion for the 
acceptance of the House. 

Maulvi A8IMUDDIN AHAMAD moved that the demand of 
Its. 22,88,000 under the head “ dlC. — Education (Transferred) — 
Primary - Grants to Local Bodies for Primary Education ” be reduced 
by Rs. 5 (to discuss the general |K)licy in regard to the grants to 
loc^l bodies for primary education). 

He delivered a speech in Bengali, the English translation of which 
is as follows: — 

*‘The Government Education Report for the period ending the 
315^ March, 1926, shows that during that year thea^ were in all 
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50,593^ primary schools in Bengal, containing the total number of 
1,650|505 students, including both boys and girls, and the total 
expenditure came up to Rs. 69,58,807, out of which Government con- 
tributed Rs. 15,96,905 and the local bodies the rest of the sum. Thus 
Rs. 3-12-5 was spent on an average on the education of each boy or 
girl. There can, therefore, be no denying the fact that this is a 
very poor expenditure for primary education in Bengal. 

This was the state of things three years ago, and these three 
years must have witnessed the establishment of four or five thousand 
more lower primary schools in different parts of the (country and also 
an increase in the number of students attending them. 

The patJualas and schools of which I am speaking are meant for 
the children of people who are really veiy’ inoffensive and unlettered; 
the children of peasants and coolies and of the lower classes of j)eople 
who have no real representatives of their own anywhere, who cannot 
even hold meetings and conferences or start agitations in order to 
have their wants and grievances redressed. It is therefore highly 
neceasary that Government should make special provision for tHe 
education of such dumb people as they are. 

At the time of the last budget discussion, I showed that Govern- 
ment spend fifty times more on European education than what they 
spend for the children of Bengal. It is not proper that there should 
be any difference of treatment on the part of Government in these 
matters. 

The teachers of the lowei primary schools do not get more than 
Rs. 3 or 4 per month : students pay no tuition fees — as a matter of 
fact, if tuition fees were demanded, they would leave off attending 
school altogethei-. In these circumstances, how is it possible for 
teachers to sen'e on a salary of Rs. 3, 4 or 5 per month? There are 
also pathjidJas where teachers do not get more than two rupees and 
a half. The poorness of their salary and the scantiness of the aid 
they receive drive them natuially to seek some other oc^cupation and 
so they cannot pay full attention to the work of teaching. That is 
why I say that Government should show special favour to these poor 
village teachers and students, that they should make provision for 
more money on this head. 

My friends who spoke before me have said many things about the 
Report of the Selec't Committee on the Rural Primary Education 
Bill, which was placed before the House yesterday. I shall not waste 
any time by a repetition of them. Regarding this Primary Educa- 
tion Bill, I want to say this only that, if the people have to pay a 
tax and if, in spite of this, primary education is not made compul- 
sory, 1 do not see any necessity whatever for the introduction of this 
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primary education and think that its introduction by Government 
should be opposed.** 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. SATYENDRA CHANDRA GHOSH MAULIK: ‘That the 
demand of Rs. 27,06,000 under the head ‘ 31C.— Education (Trans- 
fened)--Primary * be reduced by Rs. 100 (to show the delay in 
launching the sc? heme of free primary education).** 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: “That the demand of Rs. 27,06,000 
under the head ‘ JllC.— Education (Transferred) — Primary * be i educed 
by Rh. 100 (to discuss the prevailing system of Primary Education 
and to press for the introduction of universal, free and compulsory 
primary education without further delay).** 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “ That the demand of Rs. 27,06,000 
under the head 31C.— Education (Transferred)— Pjimary * be reduced 
by Rs. 100. (Free and compulsory primary education and curriculum 
of studies in primary schools).** 

Srijut Bl JAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 27,()(),000 under the head * 31(?.— Primary Education (Trans- 
ferred) ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that this Council considers 
that this sum is quite inadecjuate for the jmrpose of impaHing 
primary education to the village boys and girls of Bengal).’* 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 27,0(j,000 under the head ‘ 81C.— Education (Transferred)— 
Primary * be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment to its policy towards primary schools specially in Howrah).** 


Bfijut RADHA GOBINDA RAY: “That the demand of 
Rs. 27,06,000 under the head ‘ 31C.— Education (Transferred)— - 
Primary be reduced by Re. I (to raise a discussion on the attitude 
of the Government towards primary education).** 

EMDADUL HOQUE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 27,06,000 under the head “ 31C. — Education (Transferred) — 
IVimaiy ’’ be reduced by Re. 1. (Poor pay of pnmary school tem^hers 
and amelioration of the condition of their service.) 

Sir, the question of primary education is the most vital question 
affecting the people of Bl^ngal deeply. Ninety-nine per cent, of the 
population in this province are steeped in utter illiteracy. They are 
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unlek^red persons, do not know even* the alphabets and have not the 
oapaei’ly to appreciate the value of education. To them eduimtion is 
a meaningless thing. But who is resjmnsible for this state of thing; 
this utter ignorance on the part of the people P Surely it is the Gov- 
ernment, and Government alone — the G<»vernment that has been carry- 
ing on a most fantastical and luxurious administration at the cost of 
the poor people of this country for over a century and a half. 

Now illiterac y is a great sin, and it must be wij>ed out of the country. 
And the Government that has so long been indifferent to the educa- 
tional needs of the masses is guilty of such sin. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What about the jwor pay of the teachersP 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Sir, 1 shall come to that presently. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You stated that your reasons for moving this 
motion were to consider the j)oor pay of piiinars* school teachers. 

Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: That is one among other reasons. 
(The Hon’ble the Bresident smilingly disapproved by shaking his 
head.) 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Sir, have I then to restrict myself to 
that aspect only? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Very well, Sir. I may submit that the 
very few schools that are maintained now-a-days to meet the educational 
needs of the masses are not run on proper lines. The primary school 
teachers get very small pay — petty pittances are allotted foj- them — 
pittances so small as not to keep their body and soul together. They 
get such insufficdent reward that it cannot be expected of them lhat they 
should throw their heart and soul to the noble task of teaching. Tleir 
mind> are careworn and with careworn minds they cannot be expected 
to imj)>'int healthy and lasting influence on the impressionable minds of 
young boys. If sound primary’ education is meant to be imparted to the 
boys of our country then the teachers under whom the young learners 
should be phn^ed should be given decent pay and my suggestion is that 
unless the Government improves the condition of the primary school 
teachers, primary* edm^ation will not be a success. You may have a 
teacher for 2 or 3 rupees a month to work. But surely he will then take 
up that work to eke out his miserable livelihood rather than as a pro- 
fession. With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 
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Tbe following* motion wa« called but not moved : — 

BiriHi AlCHIL CHANDRA DATTA: That the demand of 
Rfl. 27,06,000 under the head ‘ 31C.— Education (Transferred)— 
Primary ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to protest against the inadequate pro- 
vision for primary education).’^ 


lECRETRY to GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
(Mr. A. J. Dash): Sir, I wish to reply first to motion No. 572 on which 
Babu Jogeiidra Nath Moitra spoke. He put in the plea that depressed 
classes should be more favourably treated. As this motion (No. 572) 
is moved for the purpose of drawing attention to the insufficiency of 
the giant for primary education, I propose in the first place to explain 
what the polit^y of Government is in regard to the needs of primary 
education : and then to go on to explain how the needs of the depressed 
classes will be met by Government policy. The general solution of this 
important (juestion of primary education has been jiropounded by Gov- 
ernment in the form of a Rural Piimary Education Bill, w^hich is 
designed to meet the difficulty caused by the inadequacjy of the money 
available for primary education. If this Bill in more or less in its 
present form passes thrcmgh the Counc il, J submit that the depressed 
classes will have their problem solved. If this Rural Primary Educa- 
tion Bill is passed, there will be no special disability under which the 
depressed classes will suffer: they will be treated as other classes are, 
who at present c'annot afford to pay for primary education. This Bill 
has now passed through the Sc‘lec*t Committee stage — the Select Com- 
mittee has rec’ently reported on it — and the Bill as amended by the 
Selec t Committee tcjgether with the Selec t (\)mraittee’s Rej)ort has been 
jiresented to the Council and the raeml)ers of the House are fully aware 
of the i)rogresH that has l)een made and I venture to suggest that this 
l»n)gress is satisfac*tory and should satisfy Srijut Jogendra Nath 
Moitra that all that is possible is being done for the depressed classes 
for whom he speaks. The Rural Primary Education Bill does not deal 
with urban areas and j>erhaps it would l)e proper for me to explain that 
the problem of primary education in urban areas has not been neglected 
by Government. A« memWs of this House know the Act of 1919 
enables the urban authorities, the municipalities, to provide for primary’ 
education if they can find the funds. It has been suggested from 
time to time that for various reasons the municipal authorities have 
not availed themselves of the opportunities which have been given to 
them under the Act of 1919, whatever may he the cause. I may point 
out here that a survey is being made of the progress which has been 
achieved in rural areas and when the reports are received Government 
will consider what action is neoessarj^ in order to provide adequately 
for primary education in Hrban areas. Government for the future take 
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the that the Rural Primary Education Bill and the survey of pro- 
gress of education in urban areas represent adequate steps towards the 
proper treatment of the primary education problem. The existing 
policy in regard to primary education is to work out what is known as 
the Biss Scheme in url>an and rural areas and I wish to explain now 
that these schemes re(iuire co-operation between Government and the 
local bodies and it is not on account of any lack of provision of funds 
by Government that better progress has not been made with these 
schemes. In 1927-28 an allotment of Rs. 1,25^000 was made but it 
was not possible to spend more than Ks. 79, IKK) owing to the difficulties 
which the local bodies experienced in finding their share of the money 
and in the current year it is expected that the full allotment will not 
l)e worked up to for the same reason. I hope I have been able to 
explain satisfactorily that it is not on account of the failure of Gov- 
ernment to provide funds that the schemes have not made better pro- 
gress. 

Bahu Manmatha Nath Roy and Kajsi Emdadul Hoque have com- 
j>Iained of the low pay of primary scdiool teachers and I only repeat 
that the remedy which Government have for this is the Rural Primary 
Education Bill which is designed amongst other things to provide ade- 
(juate funds for the purptise of increasing the pay of primary school 
teachers. 

Bahu Manmatha Nath Roy has made some reference to the details of 
the Primal*}- Eduftation Bill as amended by the Selec t Committee. I 
do not projmse to refer myself to those details, I will simply content 
myself with remarking that there is no reason to suppose that Govern- 
ment will not press forward this Bill. It is not possible now to say in 
any detail what decision Government will arrive at, but I suggest that 
this is not the appropriate time to open a discussion on the details of 
that Bill as the House will in due course have ample opportunities of 
discussing them after Government have decided what they will put 
before the House. With these words I beg to opjK)se the motions for 
the reduction of the gi-ant under the head ** Primary Education — 
Transferred.'’ 

The following motion of Sri jut Jogendra Nath Moitra was then 
put and lost: - 

** That the demand of Rs. 22,88,000 under the head ‘ 31C. — 
Education — Transferred — Primary — Grants to Local Bodies for Primary 
Education ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to the insuffi- 
ciency of such grants).” 

The following motion of Babii Manmatha Nath Roy was then put 
and lost : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 22,88,000 under the head ‘ 31C. — Grants 
to liocal Bodies for Primary Education ' be reduced by Rs. 100. 
(Primary Education Bill and insufficient grant).” 



m DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. [2Tth MjUt. 

The fallowing motion of Maulri Asimnddin Ahamad was then 
put and lost; — 

That the demand of Rs. 22,88,000 under the head ‘ 31C. — 
Education (Transferred)- -Primary — Grants to Local Bodies for 
Primary Education ’ be reduced by Rs. 5 (to discuss the general 
policy in regard to the grants to local bodies for primary education).” 

The following motion of Kazi Emdadul Hoque was then put and 
lost : — 

*‘That the demand of Rs. 27,06,000 under the head * 31C. — 
Edu(!ation (Transferred) — Primary * be reduced by Re. 1. (Poor pay 
of primary school teachers and amelioration of the condition of their 
service).” 

The time-limit under the head 31. Education ” having reached 
the following motions were not put : — 

MlUivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “ That the demand of Rs. 1,89,000 
unde) the head ‘ 31D. — Education (Transferred) — S})ecial — Training 
Schools ’ l>e re<luced by Rs. 100. (Position of Moslems in the teaching 
stuff).” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That the demand of Rs. 3,88,000 
under the head ‘ 31D. — Education (Transfeiued) — Special — Guru- 
Training Schools ’ be reduced bv Rs. 100. (Position of Moslems in 
the teaching establishment).” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ” That the demand of Rs. 1,69,000 
under the head ‘ 311). — Education (Transfeired) — Special — Madrassahg ^ 
be reduced by Rs, 100. (Inadequacy of provision).” 

MiUlvi ABDUL KARIM: ” That the demand of Rs. 1,69,000 under 
the head ‘ 31D. — Education (Transferred) — Special — Madrassahs ’ 
be reduced by Rs. 5 (to discuss the defects in the administration of 
the Calcutta Madrassuh and the desirability of amalgamating the post 
of the Principal with that of the Islamia College).” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: ‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 2,26,500 under the head ‘ 31. — Education (Transferred) — 
Direct grant to non-Government special schools — Madrassahs ’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100.” 

Mauivi 8YED ABDUR RAUF: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 2,25,500 under the head ‘ 31D. — Education (Transferred) — 
Direct grant to spmal Madrassahs ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to express 
dibsatisfaction with the inadequate provision for Muhammadan educa- 
tion).” 
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■llll RaMES OHANORA RAGCHIt That tke demima for 
Rs. ^yCMK) under the head * dlD. —Education (Transferred)— ^anakrit 
tola ' be reduced by Re. 1. (The grant is quite insufficient and the 
motion is intended for recommending increased grant to the Sanskrit 
tols).^’ 

SrijlA BNAY KUMAR CHATTERJEEf That the demand of 
Rs. 30,000 under the head ‘ 311). — Education (Transferred) — Direct 
grant to iion-Oovernment si>eoial schools— Grant to Sanskrit tols * be 
reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that this sum is quite inadequate 
for Sanskrit education in Bengal and that while providing Rs. 30,000 
only for Sanskrit education Government provides Rs. 2,25,500 for 
Madrassahs)/* 

Babu dlTENDRALAL BANNERilEE: That the demand of 
Rs. 3,49,000 under the head * 31 D. — Education (Transferred) — 
Direct grant to non-Governiuent speidal schcxds ' la* reduced by Rs. 100 
(to call attention to the inadequacy of the grant provided for Sanskrit 
tols).” 

Mauivi ABDUL KARIM: That the demand of Rs. 3,49,000 
under the head ' 311). — Education (Transferred) — Si)ecial direct grant 
to non-Government special schools’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss 
the prevailing system of Madrassah education and the curriculum 
of studies prescriWd for the Madrassahs).” 

Srijut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA; That the demand of 
Rs. 3,49,000 under the head * 31 D. —Education (Transferred)— Special 
— Direct grant to non-Government special schools ’ be reduced by 
Re. 1. (Making inadequate provision for Sanskrit tols).” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ” That the demand of Rs. 3,49,000 
under the head * 311). — Education (Transferred) -Special Diret^t grant 
to non-Government spe<‘ial schools ’ be reduced by Re. 1. (Curriculum 
of studies followed in Madrassahs).” 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: That the demand of Rs. 13,64,000 
under the head ‘ 311). — Education (Transferred)- -Special ’ be reduced 
by Re. 1. (Want of ade<juate aid to inuktab and (piaranic schools and 
provision for religious teachings),” 

BMni BEJOY KRISHNA BOiES That the demand of Rs. 31,000 
for * Other Gasetted Officers ’ under the head * 31 E.— Education 
(Transferred)— General ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a debate on 
the steps taken to impart physical training to young men).” 
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Maulfl AIDUL KARIM: Thai the demand of Rs. 1,4^,000 
under the head * 31E. — Education (Transferred) — General Direction ’ 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the desirability of reduction in the 
staff of the office of the Director of Public Instruction).” 


Srijut RADHA GOSINDA RAY: That the demand of 
Rs. 12,13,000 under the head ‘ 31E. — Education (Transferred)— 
General- Inspection ’ be reduced by Rs. 66,000.” 

MaitlYi ABDUL KARIM: That the demand of Rs. 12,13,000 
under the head 31E. — Education (Transferred) — General — Inspec- 
tion ’ be redut ed by Rs. 5 (to discuss the undesirability of increasing 
the Inspecting Staff and to criticise the qualihcations of the Inspect- 
ing (Jfficers, particularly of the Special Officers for Muhammadan 
Education).” 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: That the demand of 
Rs. 23,000 under the head ‘ 31E. —Education (Transferred) — Rewards 
and Stipends to Sanskrit tols ’ he reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss that 
the grant is too small).” 


Mr. SATYENDRA CHANDRA GHOSH MAULIK: * That the 
demand of Rs. 19,83,000 under the head ‘ 31E.- Education (Trans- 
ferred) General ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to point out that provision 
has not been made for the training of teachers in physical training).” 


Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ^^That the demand of Rs. 19,83,000 
under the head ‘ 31E. - Education (Transferred) General’ lye reduced 
by Re. 1.” 

MauIvi SHAMSUR-RAHMAN; That the demand of 
Rs. 1,19,51,000 under the head ‘ 31. — Education (Transferred)’ be 
reduced by Rs. 1,19,50,999.” 

Srijut RADHA GOBINDA RAY: That the demand of 

Rs. 1,19,51,000 under the head ‘ 31.- Education (Transferred)’ be 
reduced by Rs. 1(X) (to raise a discussion on the general education 
policy of the Government).” 

Maulvl ASIMUDOIN AHAMAO: **That the demand of 
R«. 1,19,51,000 under the head * 31. — Education (Transferred)’ be 
reduced by Rs. 10 (to discuss the policy of Government in regard to 
grants for educational purposes).” 
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MfV S. C. MUKEMI: *^That the demand of Re. 1,19,51,000 
imderl^llte head ‘ 31, — Education (Transleired) ' be reduced by Re. 1 
(to rateea diHCUseion on the general Education policy in the province). 

Mr; A. K. FAZL-UL HUQs **That the demand of Re. 1,19,51,000 
under the head ‘ 31.— Education (Transferred)’ be reduced by Re. 1 
(to expreee disapproval of the Government polh’y regarding the 
management and coutml of the Islamia College, Calcutta).” 

Mauivi NURUL HUQ CHAUOHURI: ** That the demand of 
Rs. 1,19,51,000 under the head ‘ 31.— Education (Transferred)’ be 
reduced by Re. I (to condemn the educational policy of the Govern- 
ment or its want of policy in relation to the education of Moslems 
and the failure of Government to make any provision for the improve- 
ment of Moslem education in the budget).” 

Srijut BldAY KUMAR CHATTERdEE: That the demand of 
Rs. 1,19, 51, 090 under the head * 31. Education (Transferred)’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that this House has n<» confidence 
in the present educational |Mdicy of the Government).” 

Mauivi 8YE0 ABDUR RAUF: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 1,19, 51, (KK) under the head ‘31. — hkiucation (Transferred)’ le 
reduced by Re. 1 (with a view to express dissatisfaidion with the 
educational policy of the Government, s|)e<'ially the policy of the 
Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan Education).” 

Srijut BldAY KUMAR CHATTERdEE: That the demand of 

Rs. 1,19,51,000 under the head ‘ 31. Edu<;ation (Transfeired)’ be 
reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that the GovernmenI ought to spend 
more money on education and on the ground that out of this sum 
only a small amount is spent on schools, but the major portion on 
officers and for inspection).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 1,19,51,000 be granted for expendi- 
ture under the head ” 31.- Education (Transferred) ” was then put 
and agreed to. 


AdJouriHimt 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Thursday, the 
28th March, 1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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ProoMdingi of the Bengol Leglstative Counoii aie a wii led imBor the 
proviiiofis of the Covemment of Indii ML 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Cal- 
cutta, on Thursday, the 28th March, 1929, at 3 p.m. 


The Hon’ble the President (the Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chaudhubi, of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the 
Executive Council and 91 nominated and elected members. 


Starred Questions. 

(to which oral answers were given). 

King George’s Dock. 

MOS. Babu AMARENORA NATH CHOSE: (a) Will the 
Hon^ble Member in charge of the Marine Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the estimated capital expenditure in conue(*tion with the con- 
struction of King George’s Dock ; 

(ii) the amount of the loan sanctioned by the Government for the 
purjmse mentioned in (0 above; 

(ni) the rate of interest payable on such loan ; and 

(iv) the rate of annual contribution to the sinking fund created 
for the purpose of recoupment of the loan? 

Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
original estimate mentioned in (a) (i) had to be revised? 

(c) If so, what is the amount of the estimate on the basis of 
which the Government sanctioned the loan? 

(</) What is the amount spent on the construction of the Dock 
up to the end of March, 1928, and, if possible, up to the date of the 
opening of the Dock in December, 1928? 

(e) What is the amount to be spent thereafter up to the date of 
its completion ? 
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(J) iWill the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the amounts of 
yariations, if any, in the actual expenditure mentioned in (d)* above 
over the original estimate, specifying clearly therein the circum- 
stances necessitating such variations and also whether the variations 
were made with the previous sanction of the Government or other* 
wise? 


{g) What is the present position of the loan and the sinking fund 
in connection therewith, specifying whether the interest is being paid 
out of capital or revenue, and the arrangement for payment of future 
interest and contribution to the sinking fund after completion of the 
Bock? 


MEMBER in oharge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bla 
Mr. A. Marr) : (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The revised estimate, as sanctionc^d in 1927, was Rs. 8,30,62,850, 
whi(‘h was again revised, in 1928, to Rs. 8,59,46,850. 

{(I) and (/) Against the revised estimate of Rs. 8,59,46,850, the 
expenditure up to the 31st March, 1928, was Rs. 8,14,49,721, and 
that up to the Mist December, 1928, was Rs. 8,71,08,824. 

(’redits fen* the machinery, rolling stock, etc., used for and 
charged to the work have not yet been adjusted; this adjustment 
cannot he made till the work is comjdeted. A copy of the revised 
estimates with full explanations of the causes thereof is laid on the 
library table. 

(e) It is expected that there will be some excess over the revised 
sanctioned estimates, but it is not possible to give accurate figures 
for exijenditure from the Ist .January, 1929, up to the date of com- 
pletion. 

(/) See (d) above. The revised estimates were sanctioned by 
Government. 

(g) The sinking fund charges on the loans, from which the 
expenditure on King George^s Dock has been met, have been paid 
bj' revenue from the commencement of the work; but the interest to 
the extent of the expenditure on King Geogre’s Dock has been debited 
to capital, «.e., to the estimates for that work. Both the interest 
and sinking fund charges on the borrowed capital used are being paid 
out of revenue from the Ist January, 1929. 
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Statement Teferred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 

No. 100. 


(i) The ori^nal estimate of expenditure was Bs. 7,63,95,000. 

(«) No loans were specifically sanctioned by Oovemment only for 
the construction of King George’s Dock. Loans were 
sanctioned every year to meet the total anticipated expendi- 
ture on capital works. 

(Hi) The rates of interest charged to King George’s Dock in 
respect of expenditure met from loans vary from 5 to 7 
per cent. 

(vv) The rate of annual contribution to the sinking fund on a sixty- 
year term is *40962 per cent. 


Conifititniltfti allagMl grmtnoit of. 

M01. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in cliarge of the Department of I^ocal Self-GK)vernment be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the minimum qualification required 
for the candidates wanting tor be trained as compounders of classes I 
and II for the State Public and State Special Hospitals, has been 
raised to the Matriculation Standard of the Calcutta University? 

(b) Is it a fact that their standard of training has been raised and 
the course of study has also been extended to two years in place of one 
year? 

(c) Is it a fact that compounders of these classes are given by 
Government very low scales of pay in comparison with those given by 
railways and other public Imdies to compounders of similar qualifica- 
tions? 

(d) Is it a fact that there are appointments in other Government 
departments which require less academic qualifications and involve 
bettei' scales of pay than those of these compounders? 

(e) Is it a fact that a memorial for redress of these grievances has 
been submitted by the compounders to the Surgeon -General with the 
Government of Bengal. 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of sanctioning 
a higher scale of pay with Wtter prospects to these compounders? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT el LOCAL SELF^OVERN- 
MENT (the Han’Me Sir Prevash Chtinder Mitter): (a) Yes, with the 
exception of candidates from Darjeeling and the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts. 

(h) Yes. 
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(c) !Eke scale of pay for compounders in Government service is 
Bs. 3(^—1 — 40 and Bs. 35 — 1 — 50 in special cases. Government have 
no comparative fibres of tka scale on the railways and in public 
bodies. 


(d) Yes, there are other types of Government employment in which 
slightly higher pay can be attained without the Mme educational 
quali^caiions. 

(e) Memorials have reached the Surgeon-Genera!. 

(/) The matter has not yet Wn brought before the consideration 
of Government. 


Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that these cHimpounders cannot get leave 
even in case of illness, unless they (‘an provide suitable substitutes P 


Tha Hoffi’Mf Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I want fresh 

notice. 


GramI Trunk and Damodar Cantltp loti fUfUiimd in ratpaot of. 

M02. Babtf NALINIRANdAN 8ARKER: (a) Will the Htm’ble 
Member in ( barge of the Depaitment of Irrigation be pleased to state 
what the proposals aie for increasing the revenue sufficiently to meet 
increasing recurring expenditure? 

(5) What steps have been taken to recoup the annual loss of 
Bs. 4*39 lakhs in respect of the Grand Trunk and Damodar Canals? 

(c) What scheme is there for adjustment of the loss sustained in 
respect of the Grand Trunk Canal now abandoned? 

MEMBER in ohvgo of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tho 
Hon’Iilo Naurab Bahadur Baiyid Nawab AM Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 
of Dhanbari): (a) As the revenue from tolls on vessels and water-rates 
was increased a few years ago by enhancement of the rates in all canals, 
it is t(X) early yet to consider a further increase in these rates. 

(h) The present loss cannot be recouped until the canals are opened. 

(c) None. 
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(aiiiwtri to wfiioii won Itid on tlio table). 

Bhatpara Muniotpalityp rato-payort of. 

72. Mauloi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: Will the Hon^ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Goyernment be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of Bengali and up-country rate-payers of each 
ward of the Bhatpara Municipality; and 
(n) the population of Bengali and up-country people of each 
ward? 

Tho Hon’blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The informa- 
tion asked for could only be ascertained by a special census of the 
Municipality, and Government are not prepared to undertake the 
labour and expenditure involved in such a step. 


Damodar Canal Projoot, estimatad cost of and allotmant and 
expenditure for. 

73. Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER; Will the Hon ble Member 
in chaige of the Dejmrtnient of Irrigation be pleased to state in a com- 
parative tabular form : — 

{a) the estimated <*ost of the Damodar Canal Project classified 
according to each major item of work, the minor items being 
grouped together, for each of the years 1926-26, 1926-27 
and 1927-28; 

(h) the auioifiit of the grants for the above years; and 
(c) the actual expenditure for each year clearly specifying 
surpluses and deficits, if any, and transfers from one item 
to another or any other mode of adjustment? 

Tlw Hun*ble Nswab Bahwlur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: (a) The estimated cost of the 
Damodar (^anal does not vary from year to year: it is the same for 
each year. The estimated cost under each major head is as shown 
in the statement laid <m the table. 

(h) and (c) A statement is laid on the table. 



' ' itirsB^oirs. . 

were ip to 4^e Fiafmoe l^fpiwi- 

• j JS' gf»at 18 griTen for tke eclteme m a whole aikd not to 

'i*MiTO 0 haI major items. Allotments are made to individual worhe as 
teqnind from time to time. 



Statement thov>ing the eitimated cott of the Damodar Canal Project 
referred to in the reply of clause (a) of unstarred, question No. 7^. 


Damodar Canal. 


Major item. 

Itetinuitod coot. 

Bs. 

Head Works 

28,46,790 

Main Canal 

16,82,661 

Branch Canal 

7,90,381 

Distributaries 

10,96,311 

Miscellaneous 

26,605 

Total Works 

63,41,638 

Establishment 

11,39,725 

Tools and Plant 

79,616 

Total Direct Chf^*ge ... 

75,60.879 

Indirect charges 

2,54,102 

Grand Total 

78,14,981 


Statement showing the allotment and expenditure for the Ikmadar 
Canal Project referred to in the reply of clauses (6) and (o) of 
unstaxred question No. 73. 


Tmt. 

Bodeetgnat. 

BxpcMltiira. 

terlw 


Re. 

Be. 

Re. 

1926-28 

Hil 

Nil 

Na 

1926-27 

... .4,79,000 

3,^,U1 

1,18,# 

1927-28 

... 18,17,000 

4,37,0182 

Mjstsm 
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74, B4bu NALINIRANJAN AARKERs (a) Will the HonUe 
Member in charge of the Department of Irriga4:ion be pleased to state 
since when the present system of distribution between the Budget 
heads XIII, XIV, 16 and 65 as well as the system of consolidated 
demand in Council in respect of these heads have been inaugurated? 

(b) What was the system prior to the inauguration of the present 
system? 

(c) Who are the authorities responsible for suggestion and sanction 
of this system? 

(d) Were the Accountant-General, Bengal, and the Auditor- 
General consulted before the change was instituted? 

(e) If so, what were their opinions in regard to this system? 

(/) What is the exact reason of making this consolidated demand? 

Tha Hon’bla Namb Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
DHURIf Khan Bahaduff of Dhanbaris (a) The present system of 
classification was introduced in 1921 when the structure of Govern- 
ment accounts was changed as a result of the reformed constitution. 

The practice of taking one grant for all these major heads was 
introduced from 1926-27. 

(b) to (e) The previous classification will be found in the budget 
estimates for 1919-20, a copy of which is placed on the library table. 
The new classification was introduced by the Government of India 
in consultation with and with the concurrence of the Auditor-General. 
These are the authorities responsible for the classification which is 
common to the whole of India. The Government of Bengal did not 
consult the Auditor-General or Accountant-General. 

(/) Mainly for the sake of administrative convenience. The 
Accountant-General was consulted and agreed. 

Dgmandt for Grants. 

32.— Nodical. 

Nr. PRESIDENT. We shall now take up the demand for grant 
under the head ** Medical.*’ 

Tlio Hon’blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER NITTER: Sir, on the 
recommendation of^His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a 
sum of Bs. 47,61,^000 be granted for expenditure under t&e head 
"‘32.-Medical." 
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Mi^«»REtlDENTc I think we should have one discoasion on 
motioia Nos. 613 to 615. 


irV«t RAOHA GOBINOA RAY: Sir, I begf to move formally the 
motion which stands in my name, which runs as follows: — 

That the demand of Rs. 57,000 under the head “ 32 — Medical 
establishment — Superintendence ” be reduced by Rs. 1,500. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 


Btbu KHAGENORA NATH GANGULY: That the demand of 
Rs. 6,43,000 under the bead ‘ 32A. — Medical establishment * be reduced 
by Rs. 37,000/ » 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: That the demand of 
Rs 6,43,000 under the head ‘ 32A, — Medical establishment * be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to discuss that most of the grant on this head is spent to meet 
the salaries of officers).” 

The Hoti’Me Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, this demand 
is for the headquarters establishment. Hon’ble members will notice 
from page 217 of the Civil Estimate that there has been considerable 
reduction in the cost of the temporary establishment, vis., from 
Rs. 2,997 to Rs. 2,000. Whatever increase there is, it is due to normal 
increases in the time-scales of pay. The only substantial increase is 
due to the pay of the clerks, which has risen from Rs. 36,989 to 
Rs. 39,400. This increase is also due to the effect of the time-scales 
of pay. Every item in the budget has been carefully scrutinised, and 
it is not possible to reduce any item. Hon'ble members should also 
realise that this amount of Rs. 57,000 is a trifle compared with the 
total voted demand of Rs. 47,61,000 under the head ” Medical.” 

I oppose this motion. 

The motion of Srijut Radha Gobinda Ray was put and lost. 

The following motion was called but not moved ; — 

trijiit TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 7,21,000 under the head * 32B — Supplies and services * be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to discuss the insufficiency of medicines, etc., in hospitals and 
the neglect of duty in some cases of the officers).” 

Km EMDADUL HOQUE: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 23,78,000 under the head ” d2B. — Hospitals and dispensaries ” 
be reduced by Rs. 47,000. 
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Sir, BoBt)ital8 a&d disjiensiiH^s Iit« the ptitm aaoiiiftiiM tli« tiiiie. 
The neceseity for these establikhments is keenly felt everywhere. It » 
all the more felt in the rural areas, for no such institutions can be 
found there. In the rural areas the people are destitute and poor, and 
they get no medical relief. Poor as they are, they are left to their 
fate with the result that they die in large numbers in great agony and 
distress. They do not get any sympathy from the rich people — the 
millionaires and the multi-millionaires of the towns — for whose 
luxuries and comforts they toil day in and day out from sunrise to 
sundown. They do not also get any sympathy from the Government, 
which can only exist on the fruits of their hard labour. No one cares 
to enquire how they live in the villages. If anybody were to go to the 
villages and enquire as to how they live, he will find that they live in 
wretched hovels, in insanitary surroundings, and drink the most dirty 
water and eat the most uneatables. It is beyond their means to secure 
any medical relief by spending money out of their own pockets. If we 
ask Government to staVt hospitals and dispensaries in the rural areas 
for ministering to the needs of the village people. Government always 
come forward with the usual plea that there are no funds for the pur- 
pose. It is common knowledge that they haVe enough funds to spare for 
feitpenditure on extravagant projects. I submit. Sir, that it is the 
imperative duty of Government to start hospitals and dispensaries in 
the villages for the relief of the poor. I fully recognise that it is not 
practicable for Government to spread a network of hospitals and dis- 
pensaries all over the province at the same time, but I think that Gi^- 
emment can make a beginning by starting some hospitals and dis- 
pensevies at least in rural areas. The Hon’ble Sir P. C. Mitter, dur- 
ing his incumbency ns a Minister, gave us an assurance that he would 
try to see that the matter received consideration at the hands of '€k)v- 
emment. We are not yet aware, Sir, of what he has done to induce 
Gorvemment to consider the matter. We want straight dealing and 
fair-play from Government and not hypocritical cant. If Government 
are really anxious to remove; the difficulties of the poor people of the 
villages, they should without delay give an earnest of their intention 
by starting some hospitals and dispensaries to begin with. We want 
an assurance ftwea the Government that this matter will receive con- 
sideration at the earliest moment. 

With these few words, Sir, I move my motion for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Th* Hwi’bt* Sir PHOVMSH OHUNDER HIITrElt! Sir, I be? to 
oppose this motion. Ka*i Emdadul Hoque wants a redaction of 
Rs. 47,000 in Ae demand for grant of Rs. 28,78,000 ander the head 
“ 83B.— Hospitals aqd dispensaries.” The ground that has heen pot 
forward hy him is ihat Government ought to spend more money for 
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ineditf mid m the nml «m9. If ke h»d turned kis i^ttention to tko 
d^taiki lol tkia pfurtkolar koad, ka would kava foimd ikat this year wo 
propoia to spend considerably more than tke actuals of 19$7r^. If 
ibis okt be accepted by the Council, the result will be that we shall have 
less money to spend on iri‘ants-in-aid to hospitals and dispensaries. 

Sir, I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Easi Emdadul Hoque was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We should have one discussion on motions 
Nos. 618 and 619. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mr. D. N. ROY: ** That the demand of Rs. 7,000 under the head 
* 32C. — Medical — Grants for medical purposes — Grant to the State 
Medical Faculty, Bengal, and the Bengal Council of Medical Registra- 
tion ’ be refused.” 

Or. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Sir. I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 7,000 under the head “ J12r. — Grant to State Medical Faculty 
of Bengal and the Bengal Council of Medical Registration ” be reduced 
by Rs. 8,500. 

Sir, in the last session of this Council a resolution was passed 
requesting Government to introduce certain changes in the constitu- 
tion of the governing body of the State Medical Faculty of Bengal. 
That resolution runs as follows: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that the constitu- 
tion of the governing body of the State Medical Faculty of Bengal be 
formed as follows: — 

(a) One representative to be elected by the Senate of the Calcutta 
University. 

(h) One representative from each of the medical institutions 
ahSliated to the Calcutta University or any other University 
in Bengal. 

(c) One member to be nominated by the local Government. 

id) Three non -official members to be> nominated by the Bengal 
Council of Medical Registration from registered practi- 
tioners of not less than ten years’ standing, of which not 
more than one is to be nominated from amongst them- 
selves, etc., etc.” 

Similaiiy, it proposed that three members should be elected from 
amongst the teaching staff by rotation from each of the GovemmMt 
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mfltitntions. Another clause of the resolution referred to three mem* 
hers being elected from amongst the registered medical practitioners of 
at least 10 years’ standings — not by medical practitioners who have 
just come out of their college. I suggested in my resolution that of 
these practitioners, one should be elected from amongst those holding 
British qualifications, and one from amongst the M.B.’s and L. M.S.’s of 
the Calcutta University, and one from amongst the L.M.F.'s of the State 
Medical Faculty of Bengal. Sir, there was some misunderstanding, 
at the time of the discussion of this resolution, in the, minds of some 
gentlemen opposite. It was not clear to some members as to the num- 
ber of representatives to be elected by the medical practitioners of 
10 years’ standing, and some were apprehensive that if all these three 
members were elected from among the Sub-Assistant Surgeons — which 
they thought to be not unlikely — the standard which the State Medical 
Faculty endeavours to maintain would be lowered to a certain extent, 
but that apprehension was baseless inasmuch as it was proposed that out 
of the three members, only one should be elected from among the 
Sub- Assistant Surgeons, the other two being elected by medical practi- 
tioners with British qualifications and by M.B.’s and L.M.S.’s of the 
Calcutta University. Even in the case of election from medical practi- 
tioners, the member was required to be of at least 10 years’ standing 
in order to ensure that he had sufficient experience of medical practice 
to enable him to find out what the standards of medical education 
should be in a tropical country like India. That was the underlying 
idea of the resolution. Even such a modest resolution, which was 
passed by a large majority of members, not only elected but also 
nominated, was opposed by Government. It is true that a few European 
members voted against the resolution on the misunderstanding I have 
already referred to. The majority in favour of the resolution would 
have been more striking if those European members were not under the 
naisapprehension. Even as it is, it received the support not only of this 
side of the House, but also of the Muhammadans, some Europeans and 
the members of the Union party. Sir, my submission to this House is 
that when a resolution has been accepted by all sides of the House, it 
should be given effect to by Government. If it is not, what is our 
remedy? The remedy in the j)resent case lies in reducing the grant 
to the State Medical Faculty. Government make a grant of Rs. 7,000 
annually to the State Medical Faculty of Bengal and the Bengal 
Council of Medical Registration, and I propose to reduce that amount by 
half. I am quite prepared to give them this grant this year, if some 
assurance is given by the Member-in-charge that some of the recom- 
mendations of that resolution would be given effect to immediately, and 
that Govemment^would seriously consider ways and means for givmg 
effect to the other recoinmendations, about which there might be some 
practical difficulty in carrying them out at the present moment. 
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l^MkeretoTef appeal to ike members ot ihh Hooae that if Gbvem* 
ment ^Ao not give any such assurance to meet the wishes of this House, 
as expressed in the resolution which was passed by them only last 
session, to support me in my motion. But should any such assurance 
be forthcoming from Government, I should be glad to consider whether I 
should withdraw my motion. 


With these few words, Sir, I beg to move my motion. 


Tha Hoil’bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am sorry, Sir, that my 
friend Dr. £umud Sankar Hay has proposed to cut half the demand 
ior the State Medical Faculty of Bengal and the Bengal Council of 
Medical Registration, at a time when this Council has recently by 
legislation increased the 8co}>e of the duties of the Council of 
Medical Registration by giving them power to inspect all schools, 
Government or otherwise. A good deal of this Rs. 7,000 is intended 
to be spent in travelling allowances for the members of the Council of 
Medical Registration while on inspection work. We exi)ect great 
things from this inspection, and I think that if the Council cut the 
grant by half, the inspection work will be considerably hampered. 
The resolution that was passed by the Council not long ago is still 
under the consideration of Government. The procedure is that when 
a resolution is passed by the Council, it is sent to Government for 
consideration as to how far they can meet it. Government have so 
far not passed any final orders on this one. I have, how’ever, dis- 
cussed the matter with Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray and tried to see how' 
far we could meet his wishes. I am sorry to say that we have not 
been able to come to an agreement. I am not prepared, on behalf 
of Government, to promise to abandon the system of nomination and 
to substitute a system of election, nor am I convinced that the 
importation into the State Medical Faculty of medical practitioners 
other than those who are connected with medical schools, as 
Superintendents or teachers, is a real necessity. The directions in 
which I have told Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray that I am prepared to 
recommend to Government that his views should be met are that 
instead of having a certain number of Government schools repre- 
eented cj? officio on the State Medical Faculty, the Superintendents of 
all medical schools, which have been recognised by the Council of 
Medical Registration, shall be appointed in rotation for a period of 
two years each, and that the remaining seats on the Faculty shall be 
filled from among teachers of the various subjects upon which candi- 
dates are examined. As I have mentioned before, the State Medical 
Faculty is primarily an examining body. I am afraid, therefore, Sir, 
that I must oppose this motion, first on the ground that the money is 
really required for the purposes for which it has been provided m the 
budget, and secondly, on the ground that Government have not yet 
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come to a deciiion on the insolation, and that I am not pnpared to 
recominend that they shotiid accept in full the resolution which wm 
passed by the Council about weeks ago. 

The motion of Dr. Enmnd Sankar Ray was then put and lost. 

1^. PRESIDENT: I do not see any reason why we should not 
have one discussion on motions Nos. 620. to 627. I should like to know 
if the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Medical Department will 
find it convenient to make one speech on all these motions, which all 
relate to the head ** 32C.’* 

Mr* la Aa CLARK: On a point of order, Sir, I would like to point 
out that the Calcutta Hospital Nurses^ Institute is entirely different 
from the subject referred to in the next motion, namely, that 
relating to the Lady Minto’s Nursing Association. One is for private 
nurses for the hospitals, while the other is for nui-ses for private nurs- 
ing, and I submit that these matters should be discussed separately. 

lira PRESIDENT: But these relate to the same head of the 
budget. I should like to know what the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the department has got to say. I made the proposal in order to 
save time. 

ThS Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDiR MITTER: I think that 
we should have one discussion on motion No. 620, which is the same 
as No. 621 and No. 622 together. 

ilfa la Aa CLARK: 1 would like motion No. 622 taken separately. 
8-BO p.m. 

Mra PRESIDENT: All right, we will first take up either 620 or 
^21 whichever is moved and then the rest together as suggested by me. 
I think that will satisfy Mr. Clark. 

Mra Da Na ROY : I beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,00,000 
under the heati “ 32C. — Medical — Grant for medicul puri>os6s — Grant 
to the Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institute ” be i-efused. 

There is no justification for providing the Calcutta Hospitat 
Nurses* Institution with an annual grant of one lakh of rupees. It 
is often said that the Government is a gainer by the arraiigement, as 
by spending a lakh they get services vrorth three and a half lakhs rlf 
ru^es which is the amount that the Institution s^nds on the main- 
tenance and training of the nurses supplied to the hospitals. Thm is 
a st)ecious argument and its #aw8 would be palpalde i!f the real lAiH- 
lion is analysed. In order to undetumnd the implications the telNlh 
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^ Institution and its relation witk tko (loTeniittent should ho 
Imofsf^ The Institution though not in name is in reality a trade union 
of thW European nurses. The (government, in contravention of their 
usi^l attitude towards trade unions and other labour organisations, 
h^ye entered into a contract with it whereby the recruitment, train* 
^^nd appointment of nurses in the leading Calcutta hospitals have 
been entrusted to this Institution. The Government have no right to 
give such monopoly of employment to a trade union or to on institu* 
tion in the nature of a trade union especially when it is the organise* 
tion of a particular community. It is an instance of gross racial 
partnership which would not be remedied even if the Government g^ve 
financial help to any Indian organisation for the training of Indian 
nurses. For the nurses so trained would not be able to secure employ- 
ment in the hospitals that have entered into the contract except 
through the intermediary of the Hospital Nurses’ Institution. That 
they would find no quartei*8 there can be realised from the preyious 
attitude of the Institution towards the training of Indian nurses. 
When hard pressed in the Corporation the patrons of the Nurses* 
Institution pleaded deaHh of Indian ladies of the required type. 
But its annual report for the year 1927 fully exposes its inner mind. 
It is stated therein that they are not ready to make any arrangement 
for the training of Indians unless they got more money grants from 
the Corporation or the Government. In other words it is the inten- 
tion of the authorities of the Institution to spend entire amounts now 
granted by the Government on European nurses only; Indian nurses 
must not have any share of them. Should the House under such cir- 
cumstances consent to sanction the supply provided for such an anti- 
Indian institution? 

The argument that the Government is financially gainer by the 
contract does not come in; the gain, I think, is more imaginary than 
real. If the Government did not enter into a contract which practically 
means appointment of highly paid European women, the nursing 
problem of the hospitals concerned could be solved with less than a 
lakh of rupees. We can secure good Indian nurses at a much less cost 
and about 200 Indian nuraes will find adequate employment. 

Under these conditions I ask the membera of the' House to vote 
with me in refusing the demand. 

Mr. !• A. IrLARKs The mcver of this motion as I understand says 
that the Institution i.s a trade union of European nurses. I submit 
that the object of this Institution is not to benefit any particular class 
of ladies seeking employment. The object of the Institution is to 
nurses to save the lives and to mitigate the sufferings of pe<^f( 
hlie ill. With your permission, Sir, I will read out from the 
Wlrakife el Ikstitution the earagrai^ which beirins — The Ori^n abd 
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Objects of the Institution. It reads; The Institution was founded 
in 1869 ** — nearly 79 years ago, and at that time I do not think any 
Indian ladies were coming forward nor was there any demand from 
any part of the Indian community of ladies to become nurses. That 
was 70 years ago, “ It undertakes to recruit, train, provide free of 
charge the entire nursing staff of the leading Calcutta hospitals, 
including the Presidency General, the Medical College, the Eden 
Maternity, the Prince of Wales, the Ezra and Eye Hospitals. A few 
nurses at the Medical College Hospital and some dhais — Indian ladies — 
at the Eden Hospital are also available for private engagement outside 
the hospital at moderate fees.^* I need not read any more but I may 
say that it does not appear to be generally realised that the Institution 
b^rs the whole cost of food, clothing, pay and servants for the nurses. 
With your permission. Sir, I will now give you some figures as regards 
the patients. The mover has raised a racial question and accordingly, 
very much against my will 1 am compelled to treat it as such, I have 
only got figures for 1928. Patients treated in 1928, in the hospitals 
which are served by this Institution — Europeans and Anglo-Indians — 
13,581; Indians — 86,056, Now we all know that in England the hos- 
pitals are entirely supported by voluntary contributions. We have 
not reached that stage in this country; and I apprehend that it will 
be many years before we do so. The Institution does receive a large 
sum of money in the form of contributions. But that is not enough. 
If the Institution is to continue to supjdy nurses to the hospitals which 
it now serves it has to ask Government to provide this one lakh of 
rupees, and if this grant is refused it will simply mean that Govern- 
ment will have to ask the House to increase the grant which appears 
on page 222 of the Civil Estimates by Rs. 1,00,000, that is the grant 
for nurses who are not provided by this Institution. One of two things 
will therefore happen if this demand is refused. Either the Institu- 
tion will have to cease to supply the large number of nurses that it now 
supplies or else the Government will have to come to the House and 
ask the House to increase the grant I have mentioned. It has been 
said that it might be better if the task were taken over by Govern- 
ment and the whole expenditure was incurred direct by Government. 
Well, Sir, if I weh to go to my friend Sir Provash Chunder Mitter and 
say to him that I was preimred to take over some of the duties which 
have recently been thrust upon him and if I said that I was willing to 
do that for nothing I apprehend that he would jump at my ofier, always 
assuming of course that I was considered competent, but as to that 
I mtist leave the House to judge. 

The mover said that the In.stitution has not taken sufficient steps 
to train Indian norses. As I have already said it was founded long 
before there was such demand, but I am authorised to say that the 
Institution has no prejudice against Indian ladies becoming nurses, 
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pcov^wl ladies can be found of the requisite standard of education, and 
it hat^already offered to train four Indian ladies at the instance of the 
Oalcttta Corporation. The mover may say that this is a very small 
numher but Rome was not built in a day; if he will exercise patience 
I think it will not be v&ry lonjr before he gets what he wants. I do 
suggest “that the mover is not perfectly entitled to move this motion 
with the object of drawing attention to this matter but a token cut, 
say of one rupee, would have served his purpose just as well as a motion 
to refuse the whole grant and thei-eby cripple the activities of the 
institution. I therefore beg to oppose the motion. 


Srijiit BltlAY KUMAR CHATTERdEE: I beg to support 
Mr. D. N. Roy’s motion and in supjKirting him I beg to state that our 
European friends may think that the Nurses’ Institution is a useful 
institution and that (Government should spend one lakh or 3 lakhs of 
rupees on this Institution. But we the Indians on this side of the 
House cannot ignore (ho fact that (Government cannot find any money 
for medical purjxwes and throughout the length and breadth of Bengal 
Government are si>ending only Rs. 1,30,000 as pay of assistant sur* 
geons and sub-assistant surgeons and other things, while in the same 
breath they are granting with callousness one lakh to this Nurses’ 
Institution. From this book we cannot find whether this one lakh 
include.s their i)ay. 1 think not. It does not include their pixy, house 
rent and house allowance and so on. I think it is some sort of club 
where the nurses gather. I do not know what useful purjxxse is served 
and how the Indian tax-jmyers are benefited by the Nurses’ Institute. 
One of our European friends was suggesting that it is a useful insti- 
tution, and one of my friends who was present there at once retorted 
that it was useful not for the purpose of Indians. We fail to under- 
stand why Government should spend such a huge sum of Rs. 1,60,0(X) 
on a club. As a representative of the Indian section I say that it 
should be refused and unanimously refused. There is no question of 
token cut and the whole amount should be refused, and the amount 
thus saved spent on other useful things in the Medical College or any 
other medical institution. With the.se wxxrds I support the amendment 
and say that this sum of one lakh be rejected. 


Ur. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: My friend Babu Bijay Kumar 
Ohatterjee is probably under the same delusion as I was two days ago, 
namely, that the Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institution is merely a 
club. ProbaUy Mr. Clark was not audible on this side of the House, 
therefore he could not catch the words that the Association recruits, 
trains and provides nurses to the leading Calcutta hospitals, including 
the presidency General, Medical (>>llege, etc. 
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Tliere is no reason to doubt tbat this Institution has served its purpose 
in the past, namely, that of supplying the Calcutta hospitals with nurses. 
But the objection on this side of the House is from a different stands 
point altogether. It is obvious this Institution was started nn 1869 
at a time when there was no other nursing institution in Calcutta^ 
and it is obvious also, although it is not mentioned, that the original 
object of the Institution was to supply nursing facilities for European 
patients. I have heard this from a very important member of the 
Nursing Institute this morning. However, that is not the point at 
issue at the present moment. The question is, is it necessary for the 
Government to make over to an outside body a lakh of rupees every 
year for the purpose of their giving — not free of charge as mentioned 
in the repoH^ — nurses to the hospitals after getting one lakh of rupees 
from Government, they receiving Bs. 1,30,000 or Rs. 1,50,000 from 
the outside public? The argument that if you do not give this lakh 
of rupees the other lakh or a little more would not be forthcoming 
does not appeal to me at all. If these gentlemen or the companies 
who are now contributing towards the Association, really have the 
milk of human kindness in them, they will go on contributing even 
if the nurses are taken over by the hospitals. The question, there- 
fore, resolves itself into this — Are the institutions like the Medical 
College, the Presidency General Hospital and so on going to get 
nurses from the Nurses’ Institute or are they going to appoint their 
own nurses and pay them? I find that so far as the Medical College 
is concerned, the exi)enditure on the nurses supplied by the Calcutta 
Hospital Nurses’ Institute amounts to a little over two lakhs of 
rupees. The Government contributes Rs. 1,30,000; so it is only a 
question of Rs. 70,(KX) so far os the Medical College is concerned. If 
the Government is going to pay for the other amenities of the hos- 
pitals, I do not see why Government should not also undertake to 
supply nurses to the hospitals. 

The object of the Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institute, particularly 
when they come nf to the legislature for getting money, could have 
been justified if they had done first of all the propaganda work and 
secondly if they had undertaken to train Indian nurses. It is all 
very well to say that Anglo-Indian nurses save a large number of 
people from sufferings in the hospitals. The question is whether 
these Anglo-Indian nurses are the most suitable persons to nurse 
Indian patients. We who go in and out of these hospitals can testify 
that these nurses neither understand the customs nor do they under- 
stand Hie languajge of the people nor do they follow the little details 
which are of rmportance if the relationdatip between the nurses and 
the patients is to be of the beat Idmd. We can nay that thmnfr the 
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IgstpH ysMiTs ol tiwir miAeiice, tlie Oaicnita Hospital Hvraes* 
tate ;|biMi talcen no steps to train adequately Indian nurses. It lias 
been said that suitable persons are not available from among Indian 
ladies to be trained as nurses. I deny that charge. I am connected 
with an Institution where nurses are being trained to-day. I have 
Id nurses under training all belonging to the bhadraloff class. 

Hit !• A« HLARK: On a point of personal explanation. I never 
said that suitable persons were not available. I said that the Asso- 
ciation has not yet been able to find them. 

Or. OtOHAM CNANORA ROY: 1 did not say that Mr. Clark 
said that. I said that it has been suggested that suitable persons «re 
not available. As a matter of fact the Calcutta Corporation stopped 
its grant of Rs. 5,000 because there was no provision in the Institute 
for the training of Indian nurses. The Institute undertook the train- 
ing of Indian nurses provided no extra expenditure was involved, 
that is to say, if this one lakh of rupees which the Government grants 
was not available for training Indian nurses. What 1 do maintain 
is that for the last 60 years the Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institute has 
not taken any step whatsoever in trying to find out whether it is 
possible to train proper Indian nurses. 

The argument that Mr. D. N. Roy put forward may he quite clear 
from the lawyer’s point of view. The feeling behind his argument 
was this — the Nurses’ Institute not having trained Indian nurses and 
having attempted to keep the nursing profession as privileged to the 
few, they should not be given any money. If the idea was not to 
make any racial distinction — Mr. Clark has suggested that 86,000 
Indian patients are treated in the hospitals to-day — ^why is it that the 
Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institute did not take steps to see that 
Indian patients are nursed by Indian nurses and not European 
nurses. That is the charge laid against the Institute. 

The question now is that, particularly as the Local Self-Govern- 
ment Department is now a Transferred Department under the conti'ol 
of a supposed popular Minister, is it not time that Government 
should not leave the whole thing to only an outside body . liet the 
Government take courage with both hands and say — we shall train 
the nurses, we shall equip them, we shall improve them and we shall 
provide hospital nurses from our funds. 

There is another point. These nurses depend for their pay and 
prospects on the Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institute and the hospitals 
keep them under discipline. In this there is a fundamental point 
of administration with which Sir Provash will agree with me and 
Miat is this: if there is a particular institution that supplies nafSjM^ 
aiiiy k it that the question of their pay and salaries and prospects JMtid 
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promotion should depend on some other outside body and why should 
Goremment go in a round-about way to provide money for them. It 
is obvious that if I am in charge of an institution the employees must 
look up to me for any prise or reward or censure. Here there is a 
combined and dual responsibility.. It is no good saying to me that 
there are sub-committees of management in the Medical Collegev 
when the pay and prospects of the nurses depend on the Calcutta 
Hospital Nurses' Institute. It is this anomaly to which we object. 
If the Calcutta Hospital Nurses' Institute has justihed its existence 
at all, it should provide for the training of Indian nurses. If it is 
not able to do so, let it cease to exist, and Government should take 
up the case of providing nurses to the hospitals. Government should 
also take up seriously the question of training Indian nurses. If 
they cannot do so, let there be some other body to take up the matter 
seriously in hand. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Dr. Bidhau Chandra said that the 
Calcutta Nurses' Institute has made no attempt to obtain Indian nurses. 
I submit, Sir, that statement is not true. The Institution has done 
its best to obtain Indian ladies of the right type but it has failed. I 
had the pleasure of going to a hospital the other day where at the 
Deshbandhu Hospital I saw the splendid work of Dr. Kumud Sankar 
Bay. I was delighted to find there that he has been successful in 
obtaining at any rate a training ground for Indian ladies. Now, Sir, 
to-day Dr. B. C. Roy has informed us that he has also under him an 
institution for training Indian nurses. That stiitement will be received 
with the greatest of delight by every one on this side of the House. 
It is not a matter at all in my mind of racial distinction. It is per- 
fectly natural that we the British have failed to obtain the right class 
of ladies for Indian nursing. That Indian gentlemen have been suc- 
cessful is not at all remarkable; it is what one should expect. They 
themselves are in intimate association with Indian hh^lralog ladies and 
Ihey are naturally able to train the Indian ladies for such work where 
we the British could not. The point to which I would refer is this : It 
is a fact that the Calcutta Hospital Nurses' Institute has failed to obtain 
Indian nurses and that Indian gentlemen have succeeded, but is that 
a rwison why a cut should be made in this grant which will ruin an 
Institution which, whatever may be said of it, is yet a splendid Insti- 
tution for the relief of human suffering? I would like to point out 
in regard to the finance of the Calcutta Hospital Nurses' Institute that 
the larger part of its revenue comes from donations and that it is 
almost entirely given by Britishers and British firms. I hate the 
racial issue in matters like this, but I would point out to this House 
that the sum of money which is subscribed or raised is sufficient to 
equip nurses for tbe pedicular purpose of nursing British patients. 
Along with the fees twi are realised, there would be no loss to 
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if it were only meant for nnrsingr Britieii patiraia, XHe one 
lakli which the Government grivee to this Institiite ig sol^ 

for ^ursingr of Indian pntients. I quite ag^ee with Dr. B. 0. Boy 
that #lien there is any real supply of Indian nurses there should be 
an ingtitution for the tminingr of Indian nurses whicb should receive 
a Goveigiment gitint, and for that gi'aiit I can guarantee that we the 
British Inembers of this C-ouncil will do our very best to see that other 
grants are given to nursing institutions in the city. What I object 
to is this : last year the financial results of this Institution showed 
that there was a deficit of Rs. 50,000 and if this motion is adopted, 
it means that the Calcutta Nurses* Institute will be ruined and the 
supply of nurses will cease. 


Dfi KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Sir, it is rather a delicate subject 
on which to make a s}>eech, because anything that may be said in thie 
connection may be interpreted as if I hud been guided by a racial bias 
or I am wanting in chivaliy, as this is a matter which concerns a grant 
to a ladies' institution. The point, however, to which I want to draw 
the attention of the House is this — it is with regard to having nursee 
speaking a foreign tongue attending Indian patients. I quite admit 
that there might have been difficulties in training Indian nurses some 
years ago. Supposing if we have to fill our hospitals by Japanese 
nurses then the difficulties of the jxitients may be better imagined— 
nurses and patients not understanding each other. Sir, it is for this 
and for no other reason that unless the nurses can talk in the vema» 
cular it is impossible to nurse a patient and that is the only reason 
why we object to this grant. It is only this that should guide any- 
body — whether Government or any other body — ^which provides nursing 
service in a particular country. You may have good nursing institutions 
but until this has been achieved it is no good saying that you will serve 
the nursing interest best by appointing nurses who do not know the 
vernacular of the country. It is for that reason that a departure 
should be made with regard to the training of nurses who understand 
the language of Indians. The second point that I want to raise in 
this Oouncil is this — there is a tendency specially with regard to the 
recruitment of nurses to give up the function of Government and give 
the function to somelK>dy else. It is only to-day that we saw in the 
papers a statement of a high official in Delhi to the effect that there 
is a great dearth of women doctors in British India. There is roughly 
only one qualified woman doctor for every 30 million of female popu- 
lation. In the same statement I find what the Government of India 
is doing in this connection. It is stated — ** Apart from its subsidy 
of Rs. 3,70,000 for women’s medical service the Government of India 
does nothing to supply women doctors.” That subsidy is given to 
the Association for supplying medical aid to women, as the grant 
here is given to the Ckdcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institute. Well, tW 
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iuiie tipng m»y ]|>0 of tiie l.M*S. officers, potice snrgeeiis fiH 
oifliers, but wby is this dijfferentiation with regard to lecmi^ueiit io 
particular posts which are filled by women as nurses w doctors f Is 
the Government not competent itself to take up the appointment of 
women doctors or nurses? They are competent to appoint male doc- 
tors, I.M.S. officers, provincial service men, civil surgeons, police ser- 
geants and Judges ol courts, but they cannot appoint nurses and women 
doctors ! Why should they delegate their powers ^th regard to these 
appointments to others. The Government of Madras eppcunt their own 
nurses. The medical colleges there appoint nurses directly instead 
ddegating their powers to somebody else. I think, 8ir, t^at the question 
raised by Mr. D. N. Boy require serious cousidemtion as to whether 
any grant should be given to a particular association only for the pur- 
pose of recruiting nurses. These are the two poinlis i Want to raise 
and we do hope that the question will not be considoriHl irom a racial 
point of view. The question should be considered solely from ike 
point of view of the patients. The majority of the Indian patients 
do not understand lEnglish and it is desirable thet .they should be 
treated by Indian uurses. So far us these patients are concerned, the 
nursing should be done entirely by Indian nurses, as otherwise the 
question may arise as to which of the patients are to .be nursed by 
Indian nurses and which of the fortunate few are to be nursed by 
European nurses. Is a particular patient to be nursed by an Indian 
nurse and another patient nursed by a Eurojiean nurse? Then, Sir, 
there are several private hospitals in Calcutta and I do uot think that 
Government can say that in these hospitals patients are not properly 
nursed. There are the Campbell Hospital, the Carmichael itedical 
College Hospital, the Chittaranjan Seva Sadan, Chittaranjau Hospital 
and other hospitals. All these hospitals appoint their own nurses 
and they appoint Indian us well as European nurses. I axU-sure no 
one here can say that in any of these hospitals the nursing is not satis- 
factory, If in these hospitals, nursing is efficiently carried on, and 
if in other provinces the nurses can be appointed directly by the medi- 
cal authorities, why should not the Government here leave the appoint- 
ment of nurses to the head of the medical institutions concerned. Is 
the Principal of the Medical College not competent to appoint nurses, 
I am sure Colonel Stewart can aj^int efficient nurses. The position 
requires serious consideration and there should be alteration in the 
method of recruitment of nurses. These are the only things that I 
wanted to speak about in conneetion with .this motion. 

iMm JUkmkif llmlwl AZIZUL HAQMBs Sir, after the speeches 
of my friends, Dr. B. C. Roy and Dr. K. S. Ray, I am folly oonvinoad 
that the time l^s come when Government should have a. policy as to 
how lor we oar have Indian nurses lor meeting the needs of hospitals. 
Bipressing my aw® Mews, I must say that my friends should )i%fo 
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ialso semembered that there is a large number ol hospitals in Bengal 
wham there is no nurse at all, and I think that not only in the interests 
of Odeutta hospitals, but in the interests of mufassal hospitals also, 
there should be some institution in which Indian nurses could be 
trained* But it is one question, whether Government should or should 
not have an institution for the training of Indian nurses, and it is 
another question whether the Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institute 
should have a grant. Pp till now Government have not done anything 
to train Indian nurses. Until that is done, the (^IrutU Hospital 
Nurses* Institute must be considered to be serving a useful purpose. 
It may not be up to the standard which my friends expec t or it may 
not be the very best, but all the same it is doing very good work in 
Calcutta. So long as Government do not inaugurate a s('heme for the 
training of nurses, I think Government should subsidise some institu- 
tion. As Mr. Travers said, possibly we will find that some day 
Dr. Bidhaii CTiandra Roy and Di*. K. S. Ray will get substantial grants 
from Government for the training of Indian nurses — not only for the 
training of Indian nurses, but also for the tniining of women for doing 
sanitary work. For some time past Government have l)een attempt- 
ing to introduce women vaccinators. We are in great need of women 
vaccinators. As a matter of fact, in our district we have failed to get 
a sufficient number of women for up|)ointment as vaccinators. Govern- 
ment should take the matter up, but I do not see how Government can 
help us till men like Dr. B. ('. Rov and ]>!•. K. S. Ray come forward 
with their mature judgment and evolve a scheme, and I think they are 
doing a great disservice to the country by remaining away from office. 
T hope this grant will not be refused until Di*. B. 0. Roy and 
Dr. K. S. Ray have been able to evolve a scheme for the training «)f 
Indian nurses. 

The Hon’M Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, More I 
touch the raijial issue I would like to clear a number of misapprehen- 
sions. I am afraid, Sir, that this motion is the result of a number 
of misapprehensions. With regard to the racial issue, let me say 
this that although Mr. D. N. Roy raised this issue, I was pleased to 
find that two eminent medical men, Drs. Bidhan Chandra Roy and 
Kumud Sankar Ray, have based their objection not on racial grounds, 
but on broader grounds, which must be examined very closely. The 
material I wish to place before the House is this. It has been 
repeatedly said that we spend a lakh of rupees for nursing in the 
Medical College Hospitals. That is due to a misapprehension. The 
Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ Institute provides nurses not only for the 
Medical College group of hospitals, but also for the Presidency General 
Hospital, for the Campbell Hospital and for the Hospital for Tropical 
Diseases. I am sure that on the arguments put forward by Dr. Kumtid 
Sankar Ray, it must be admitted that so far as the Presidency General 
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Hospital is concerned, it is desirable that if we can get European and 
Anglo*Indian nurses for that Institution, nobody should question their 
employment. Therefore, Sir, a certain number of such nurses are 
necessary for European and Anglo-Indian patients there. So far as the 
Medical College and the School of Tropical Medicine are concerned, 
we have also British patients there, and even from the racial point 
of view, on the arguments put forward by Dr. K. 8. Ray, nobody 
ought to deny the British patients the privilege of being nursed by 
their fM)un.try-women . Now, Sir, it is admitted that when this 
institution was originally started in the sixties of the last century, 
there was no possibility of getting Indian nurses. So, at the time 
when this Institution was started, it served a very very useful purpose. 
At the same time I am free to confess that we are on the threshold of 
better days now. What was impossible in the sixties, what was 
impossible in the eighties, or what was impossible perhaps ten years 
ago, may not be so impossible to-day. It may be possible now to get 
suitable Indian nurses, but it must be admitted that it is not possible 
to get suitable Indian nurses in su(!h large numbers as to replace all 
at oiu^e, without training, the nurses employed in the several hospitals. 
Thanks to the acjtivities (»f medical gentlemen like Dr. Bidhan Chandra 
Roy, Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, Dr. Kedar Nath Das and others, Indian 
hospitals are glowing, and the numl)er of patients not only in these 
giouj) of hospitals but in other hospitals are growing every day. 
Nursing as a profession is becoming more and more important every 
day and we shall be requiring more nurses — l>oth British and Indian. 
Now, Sir, HO far us the Medical College alone is concerned, we had there 
last year (»ver ten thousand iiidooi patients treated by the nurses of 
this Institution. Of these 8,119 were Indians. We had in the outdoor 
department more than 99,009 j}atients and of these about 70,0(K) were 
Indians. Now, supposing we stop the grant to-day, sup- 
posing the Council, led away by false reasons, stops the grant 
to-day, what will become of the one lakh of patients? 
Supposing Indian ladies were able to attend to nursing, can you pro- 
duce trained nurses at once? Therefore, I say the racial issue is a 
false issfM. I want ns much as Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy or Dr. Kumud 
Banker Ray wants, that our Indian ladiea should be capable of being 
properly trained in the noble profession of nursing, and I may take the 
House into confidence and tell my friends on my right that last year 
when I was really in charge of the department, and not in temporary 
charge for a few days, one of the things that I did was to ask the then 
Secretary to write to a number of Indian educated ladies, such as 
I«ady Bose, Mrs. Roy and others, to help the Surgeon-General and the 
Principal of the Medical College in finding Indian nurses for training,, 
and I may assure the House that the Surgeon-General and the Principal 
of the Medical College are as keen as any one to provide for suitable 
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Indip nurses, provided such nurses are forthcoming and fit for training. 
I further take the House into confidence by reading an extract 
froni A letter which the Surgeon-General received in February 1929. 

4-15 p.m. 

The letter encloses a note by an Indian medical oflicer, vis , Major 
J. 0. De, whose assistance was sought by the pd^esent Principal of the 
Medical Oollege, Colonel Stewart. I will read out to the Council a 
passage from this note, which will show how difficult it is to get 
suitable Indian girls for the profession of nursing. Major l)e says; 

The real difficulty lies in finding girls sufficiently educated in 
English to follow and take down instnictions given in that language, 
who are willing to ttike up nursing as a profession. Those who have 
the requisite education prefei the teaching to the nursing line, and 
also gruardiaiis have much stronger objections to the latter line as a 
profession for their girls. There is no doubt that in the near future 
girls will be turning to the nursing profession as the oppoH uni ties 
in the teaching line grow scarce. 

“ I have seen Mrs. Kumudini B(we several times in this connexion. 
She had not succeeded in getting any Ciuididate of the typt* required 
up till last Christmas and was on the look-out. She was to have let 
me know if she heard of any suitjible candidate. I have airanged a 
meeting with the Secretaiy of the Saroj Nalini Memorial Ass(K‘iation 
to discuss this matter. I am also trying through Mrs. P. K. Hoy, 
l.ady Bose, Dr. Edith (thosh and others for likely candidates.” 

We Indians know very well that the teaching lu’ofession is more 
popular with tho.se of oin girls who have some education than the 
nursing profession: I know that Dr. Bidhan (ffiandra Roy has staffed 
the splendid medical institution, which is so dear to his heart, with 
Indian nurses. I might {perhaps remind him that it is an institution 
for Indian women only. Everyone knows that there are a large 
number of male patients in the Medical Ck)llege hospitals, who are 
uneducated and uncultured and some of them at any rate may not be 
very distinguished for good breeding. In view of this fact, I am sure, 
the parents of young girls would much rather prefer them to take up 
the teaching line than go in for the nursing profession. I can assure 
the House, if any assurance is at all needed, that the Medical Depart- 
ment — 1 am speaking of the Medical Department inasmuch as I am 
in only temporary^ charge of it — will welcome the assistance of 
Dr. Bidhan Ohandra Roy and Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray in formulating 
a scheme for the training of an ude(}uate number of Indian nnrses. 
But I ask the House to pass this grant without any hesitation, and, 
unless political and racial considerationH intervene, without any dis- 
sentient, voice. Ton cannot re|dace the European nurses tc-morrov. 
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If you refuse this grant of & lakh of rupees to-day, then what will 
happen to-morrow to the one lakh of patients in the Medical College 
Hospitaln alone, not to speak of the patients in the Presidency Gene- 
ral Hospital and other institutions? Consider the grave responsibility 
that rests on you and then cast your vote. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY. Sir, there is no need for the 
Hon’ble Member to be so warm. No one is heated on this side of the 
House . ( Laughter. ) 

The Hon’Ma Sir PROVASH CHUNDER SUTTER: I am glad that 
Dr. Roy has noted my warmth, which denotes that my argument has 
gone home. I hope he will recognise that there is need for di-awing 
pointed attention to the resixmsibility of members in this case. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY; It may have the effect of heating 
us up too. That is why I made that remark. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; It is exuberance and not heat. (Laughter.) 

The Hofi’bU Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 was only 
reminding my hon’hle friends to the right of our duty t(» remember 
the 1)001 |>atients, while we play our game on the chessboard of jxdi- 
tics, let us not forget the jxior |Mitients. I trust that on the assurance 
that 1 have given they will see their way to withdraw their objections 
to this demand. 

Sir. there are certain other matters to which 1 should like to draw 
the attention of the House. This grant of a lakh of rui>ees is made 
to the Oab'uttu Hospibd Nurses’ Institute. liast year, the tobil budget 
of the Institute was for about three lakhs fifty-two thousand and odd 
rupees, of which only a lakh of rupees was contributed by Govern- 
ment. This budget covers expenditure on all heads, viz., salaries, 
clothing, etc. Therefore, by spending only a lakh of rupees we are 
getting the benefit of an additional sum of more than two and a half 
lakhs of rupees. Donations and subscriptions bring in about 
Bs. 1,39,3<18 per annum, the bulk of this contribution is paid by Euro- 
peans. There are also other contributions. I find that the public pay 
more than a lakh and a half for the upkeep of the Institute. The 
indoor patients of the Presidency General Hospital pay about Rs, 35,000 
and odd per annum. This contribution is by Europeans alone. The 
Medical College Hospitals pay about Rs. 7,000, the bulk of which is 
made up of contributions from Indians, though a portion of it comes 
from Euix)peans, also. I submit, Sir, that apart from other 
reasons, we are getting the services of the nurses to the 
public cheap, viz., by paying only a lakh of rupees per year, we are 
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getti49 services for which about Bs« ^ lakhs are spent. If you do ojoi 
pass this grant, what will be the result? The funds of the Institute 
are alieedy in deficit by about half a lakh of rupees. If you do not 
pass this grant, the Institute authorities will be forced stop the 
nursing of a large number of patients. They are not likely to with- 
draw from nursing in the Presidency Qenenil Hospital and they may 
be forced to withdraw u number of nurses from the Medical College 
Hospitals. If the object desired to be achieved by my friends on the 
right by this motion lie to oj)eii up a new profession to educated Indian 
ladies, then, after the assurance which I have given them on behalf of 
the Medical Dei)urtment, I hojie they will agree with me that the fulfil- 
ment of that object is not remote. 

Dr. BIOHAN CHANDRA ROY: What about unity of nmiiul? 

The Hon*ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I am < oming to 
that iK)int. So long as we have to take the assistance (»f an outside 
body like the (^ibutta Hospital Nui.ses’ Institute and get the work, 
costing three lakhs and a halt rupees j)er annum, done by jKiying ludy 
(.ne lakh of i'uj><*es jhu' annum, we cannot hut take into account th<wo 
who contiol that institute. 

The suggestion put forward by Dr. Hidhan ('handra Hoy and 
Dr. Kumud Sankar Uay regarding the institution of a seixirate nursing 
service is woHhy oi serious c(,nsideration, and if our medical friends 
in this (^^mncil would jda<e before the Surgeon-General definite 
pi.sals to this end, f am sure he will (consider them with every sympathy, 
and that ultimately it would be |>os.Hible to evolve a scheme for the 
training of Indian nurses. There is one practical difficulty, Sir. If 
yon want to train Indian women in the profession of nursing through 
this Institution, then they must have bcdter education than is neces- 
sary for the mere purjxise of nursing. They must be able ti» follow 
lectures in English, if you want them to be trained by Englishwomen. 
My point is that if yon want to get Indian women trained by English 
women in the science and art of nursing, then it is absolutely neces- 
sary that the fonner should have sufficient knowledge of English to 
follow the lectures delivere<l in English for the purysjse. (Some 
member said “ question ”?) I have never said that it is not possible 
to train Bengali or Indian w<»men who have n»> knowledge of English 
or an indifferent knowledge of it, in the art of nursing: my p<unt is 
that snch training must be im[)nrted by Indians. I think that my 
friends want Indian girls trained through the Calcutta Hospital Nurses’ 
Institute. Girls of the proper type do not come forward now for train- 
ing through, tbit Institute. On the other hand, it is quite jxissible 
to train Indian nurses elsewhere, and I believe that the Superinten- 
dent of the Campbell Hospital is trying to train Indian nurses, both 
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female and male — the latter for attending the male patienta — in his 
hosfntaL Sir, I hope these practical suggestions will be considered 
by my friends on their merits. You do not advance the cause of 
training Indian nurses by one single iota by refusing this grant. I 
suggest once again to my friends on the right that they should desist 
from refusing this grant and that they should put forward before 
Government definite and concrete proposals for training Indian nurses. 

With these few wcvrds, Sir, I beg to oppose the motion. 

Mlf. Di Ni ROY : Sir, aftei listening to the speeches of Mr. Travers 
and the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, I feel that my object 
in moving this motion has been served, and I think that, in view of 
the assurance given by Mr. Travers that he would support a proper 
scheme for the training of Indian nurses, and also in view of the 
assurance of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Medical Depart- 
ment, I should withdraw the motion. I crave your leave as well as 
of the House to withdraw the motion which has been moved by me. 
(Applause from the Euro|)ean and official members.) 

The motion of Mr. D. N. Roy was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, jierhaps you are aware that 
the non-official European members of this Council have invited us to 
an “ At Home ” for tea and conversation, and we hope that you will 
be pleased to adjourn the House for some time to enable us to avail 
of this kind invitation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am not only aware of it, but am one of the 
fortunate recijnents of their invitation. I adjourn the Council till 
5 minutes past 6 o’clock p.m. I hoi>e this will be sufficient both for 
prayer and the At Home.” 

[At 4-27 p.m, the C/Ouncil was adjourned and it reassembled at 
5-5 p.m. j 

Mr. PRESIOMT: We will now have one discussion on motions 
Nos. ()22 to 627. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Mr. D. N. ROY: That the demand of Bs. 7,700 under the head 

* 820. — Medical — Grants for medical purposes — Grant to the Lady 
Minto’s Nursing Association ’ be refused.” 

Mr. D. N« ROY: ” That the demand of Rs. 7,000 under the head 

* 320. -Medical — Graifts for medical purposes — Grant to the Lady 
Canning’s Home for training of Nurses ’ be refused.” 
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Mi* O* N» ROY S ** Tliat the demand of Rs. 26,200 under the head 
" 32C, — ^Medical — Grants for medical purposes — Other grants ’ be refus- 
ed.” 


Mr* D« ROY: That the demand of Rs. 1,59,000 under the 
head ‘ 32C. — Medical — Grants for medical purposes * be refused.” 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,59,000 under the head ” 32C. — Grants for medical purposes ” 
be reduced by a sum of Rs. 10 (to draw attention to the fact that 
nothing- has been done to mature the scheme for the establishment of a 
leper colony at Midnajwre). 

Sir, in moving this motion it will he necessary to again go into 
details, details that I have previously given on my former resolutions. 
Those who have been members of this House since 1921 may have for- 
gotten the particulars of the proposed Midnapore le[)er colony and 
perhaps there are a number of new meml)ers who are not conversant 
with the details. Well, Sir, one generous donor contributed 
Rs. 50,000, another Rs. 26,000 and one club, I understand, contributed 
Rs. 10,000, making a total of Rs. 85,000 — I say this from memory — 
for a leper settlement. Those good, philanthropical people^s hearts 
were touched by seeing the distressing sight of the poor unfortujiate 
leper beggars in and around Calcutta with kindly hearts, they 
generously dipped their hands deeply into their pockets and amongst 
th^m produced thvs handsome sum, the object being to purchase land 
to form a colony for these unfortunate people. A site was acipiired 
by Government in 1922 at a cost of Rs. 52,550. This was done im Ihe 
advice of a committee composed of Major-General Robinson, Surgeon- 
General, the Rev. Frank Aldrieve, Mission to licpers and the District 
Magistrate and Civil Surgeon of Midnapore. A draft tentative scheme 
for a leper colony was drawn up at the request of the Goveniment, it 
was submitted to them and had their approval. It was to cost Rs. 4 
lakhs, the amount was to be distributed over a number of years. 

On February 20, 1922, 1 brought forward the following resolution : 
” That this Council recommends to the Government that a sum of 
Rs. 50,000 be provided in the ensuing budget so that an immediate 
start may be made with the construction of the Bengal Leper Settle- 
ment, the land having been procured by the Government by private 
gift.” The resolution after a discussion was {Mssed unanimously. 
Shortly after this, I bad a letter from the Government pleading their 
inability to carry out the resolution at present on account of funds. 
Knowing this was so, and being considerate, 1 did not harass the 
Government until they were in a better financial position, and on 
February 26, 1924, I again brought to tbe notice of the Council that 
two years had passed and nothing had been done. Colonel Deare 
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replied that he had inspected the place and a ec-heme had been drawn 
up. I was afj^ain patient and did not press the matter. 

On March 1, 1926, I aj^ain drew attention to the fact that nothingr 
yet had been done about the leper settlement at Midnapore, and on 
March 19, same year, I again approached the subject. I was on this 
occasion informed that they could not get water, that is to say, it took 
them over five years to discover this fact, one of the most important 
point that should have been ascertained before they purchased the land 
for a settlement without water would naturally be useless. On March 
1, 1927, I again approached the subject and aske<l if they were still 
searching for water, had the time not yet arrived when something 
practi(tal should be done. If the site was unsuitable, why not sell it 
and buy another? Now I am informed by the present Surgeon* 
General Tate that emiuiries were made last year by the Collector of 
Midnapore as to prospec-tive buyers but no offers were forthcoming and 
T understand the land will only bring about Its. 4,000 — land that cost 
the Government Rs, 55,550 - worth al)out Rs. 4,000! Some one has 
blundered and censure should l)e given somewhere for this shameful 
waste of funds so generously given. Then a glimpse of hope is given 
in a report. Dr. Muir reported at the last meeting of the Committee 
that Mr. Edney, the water diviner, had visited the site and reported 
that sufficient water was available at two sites at a depth of 200 feet. 
Messrs. Scott and Saxby have submitted an estimate for sinking a 
tul)e well at a cost of Rs. 12,000 — this is at i>resent under the con- 
sideration of Government. It seems to me that the water diviner has 
found a well to sink a further Rs. 12,0(K) of the donors’ money. Is 
it possible that one could produce a worse story of mess and blunders? 
We are continually asking, and rightly so, for (charitable i>eople tn come 
forward and help our charity institutions, what a testimonial we bavt 
here of our incompeten(‘e and inability to proi)erly utilise funds put to 
our trust ! Caution should he a strong element in those entrusted with 
its administration. Has the remainder of this money been spent on 
another department, if so the spirit of encroachment of one department 
on another is not to be encouraged. Why not be candid and say the 
scheme is feasible. Sell the site for what it will bring and give the 
proceeds to the National Infirmary to be applied to the relief of infirm 
beggars 

(At this stage the time-limit was reached). 

Mft il« CAMPBELL FORRESTER: May I have a minute more to 
finish my si>eech, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDEHT: I am sorry I cannot allow you any more time, as 
the guillotine mukt fall now. 

The motion of Mr. Campbell Forrester was then put and lost. 
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like time-limit under tlie bead “ 32.— Medical ** bavingr readied, 
the bellowing motions were not put: — 

Kaii EMOADUL HOQUE: That the demand of Rs. 8,55,0(10 
under the head * 32D. — Medical College and Schools * be reduced by 
Be. 1. (Ayur\'edir and Hakimi systems supplanted by Alloiiuthic sys- 
tem on estaldisbment of medical schools and colleges and want of State 
support to Homcpopathic and chief fonns of indigenous treatment).’* 

BMni AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: That the demand of 
Rs. 5,00,000 under the head ‘ 32E. — Medical Mental Ho8])itnls — Grants 
to Mental Hospitals ’ be refused.” 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY; “That the demand of Ks. 5,83,000 
under the head ‘ — ^fental Hospitals ’ W redm ed by Us. 5,00,000.” 


Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: ” That the demand of 
Rs, 5,83,000 under the head ‘ 32K, — Mental Hc.spitals ’ be re<luced by 
Re. 1 (to criticise the general poIi<y of (iovernment in regard to Mental 
Hospitals).” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: ' That the demand of 
Rs. 47,01 ,(M)0 under the head ' 32. — Medical ’ be reduced by Rs. 50,000.” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 47,61,000 under the head ‘ 32. — Medical ’ be reduce<l by Rs. 1,000,” 

BMW dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That the demand of 
Rs. 47,61,000 under the head * 32. — Medical ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
(to call attention to the distinction made between European aiid Indian 
members of the Indian Medical Service and to raise the question of 
medical administration generally).” 

Maidvi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: " That the demand of 
Rs. 47,61,000 under the head ' 32. — Medical ’ be reduced by Re. I 
(to express disapproval of the policy of the Government for its sc;anty 
recognition of the claims of the rural and agricultural interests as 
compared with the urban and industrial interests in making provisions 
in the budget for their respective welfare).” 

iri}lll RADHA COBINOA RAY: That the demand of 
Rs. 47,61,000 under the head * 32. — Medical (Reserved and Trans- 
feTOd) ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the general polioy 
and administration of the department).” 
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Mu MCINDRA CHANDRA GHAKRAVARTIl Tliat the 
demand of Rh. 47,61,000 under the head ‘ f32. — Medical * be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the insufficiency of grants for hospitals).’’ 

IMIvi 8YED ABDUR RAUF: That the demand of Rs. 47,61,000 
under the head ‘ *32. — Medical (Reserved and Transferred) ’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to express dissatisfaction with the policy of the Surgeon- 
General for curtailing the requisite quantity of necessary drugs to the 
village dispensaries under the District Boards, Bengal).” 

BHJiK BUAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: ' That the demand of 
Rs. 47,61 ,0(X) under the head ' 32. — Medical ’ be reduced by Be. 1 
(on the ground that Government ought to spend more money for medical 
purposes and on the ground that the major portion of this sum is being 
spent on highly paid officers and that Government does not make any 
provision for Ayurvedic and also for Homfpopatliic system of treat- 
ment).” 

Btbu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: ” That the demand of 
Bs. 47,61,600 under the head ' 32. — Medical (Reserved and Trans- 
ferred) ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy of the general 
administration of the department).” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 47,61,000 l>e granted for expenditure 
under the head ” 32, — Medical ” was then put and agreed to. 


33.~Ftiblio Health. 

TN Hon’bleSir FROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER9 Mr. President, 
Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to 
move that a sura of Rs. 37,61,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head ” 33. — Public Health.” 

I find, Sir, that there are a number of amendments — many of them 
are token cuts which have been brought forward in order to discuss 
some of the items M this grant. In order to save the time of the 
House I would like to explain at this stage that the amount that I am 
asking the Council to vote for is about Rs. lakhs more than the 
actuals of 1927-2H and about Rs. 2^ lakhs more than the revised esti- 
mate of 1928-29. With regard to the grants for public health pur- 
poses, there is an increase of about Rs. 10 lakhs over the actuals of 
1927-28, but there is an apparent decrease in expenditure in connection 
with epidemic diseases. This is purely due to a change of system and 
for the purpose of ;^introducing a better organisation than to an inten- 
tion of decreasing expenditure as the total increase in expenditure will 
show. 
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PRESIDENTS I shall take up motions Nos. 642 to 645 together, 
and thore will be one discussion on them. 

Snjtit flOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 7,50,000 under the head “ 33A.— Public Health Establishment 
be reduced by Rs. 1,00,000. 

Sir, the object of my moving this cut is to mark our disapproval 
of the action of the department for not making adequate provision for 
water-supply in rural areas. This department has only provided a 
ridiculously small amount, i.c., Rs. 2,50,0(K) for the rural water-supply, 
and this small amount is to l>e given to the local bodies all over Bengal 
for the ])urpose. Those who have any idea of the extent of the scarcity 
of drinking water in the mufassal will at once realise the absurdity of 
a grant like this. The amount, if entirely expended in one district 
alone, cannot be (‘onsidered as enough to meet its requirements. Sir, 
I do not intend to raise the doleful picture of men and women, who are 
daily suffenng from scarcity of drinking water; some have to walk miles 
to get water, but the water thus obtained is often found to he dirty and 
unfit for human consumption. Many of the diseases that have laid 
hold on us are due to the use of filthy water for drinking purposes. 
The suffering of cattle and other domestic animals is most acute. Why 
should people suffer like this year after year, when they are paying for 
the maintenance of an expensive establishment like this? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I see the chief idea at the back of your mind is 
to effect an economy and not merely b) express your disapproval of the 
management of the department. 

Srijut JOG EN DR A NATH MOITRA: Sir, I would not have pressed 
this motion if the answer given by the Hon’ble Member-in-charge to 
the question of my friend Babu Manraatha Nath Roy had been 
reassuring. 

The Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Hitter as a Minister made definite 
announcement last year that his scheme for the loan of a crore of 
rupees for the rural water-supply had been accepted by the Govern- 
ment. Just a year ago (I believe on the 27th March last) the Hon'ble 
Member as a Minister said that ** on the scheme which has been 
accepted by the Government and which has also been accepted by 
the representatives of district boards at the District Boards Confer- 
ence, we may at once place at the di8{K>sal of the various district boards 
a sum of rupees one crore. The actual amount will be spent on applica- 
tions that come from different district boards, and I hope that l^fore 
the next budget is presented, this scheme will be completed and the 
money found there for it.'' 
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Sir, hxm the clear ntteraDces of the Hon ’We Sir Provash a« a 
Minister we had naturally built up hopes that the statement made waa 
true and sincere and that the scheme would fructify from this year, 
/.c., the year under review. But, Sir, you can well imagine our dis- 
appointment when we could find not a trace of the much talked of 
scheme in the budget, 

5-2t) p.m. 

Now the Hon’ble Meml>er says that it is not i)(>Ksible to 
ask the Government of India for a loan until the total amount 
likely to be required, and the number of years over which the total loan 
to be taken from that Government would be sjnead, are known. That 
is what he says in answer to a <|Uestion of Srijut Radha Gobinda Ray. 

Sir, I fail to find out any consistency between the two ^atements 
com]ng frmn the same authority. The minimum amount ie(juired 
to tackle the water-supply problem in ruial areas has been 
ascertained in the (Conference of District Boards and after full dis- 
cussion the representatives of the district boards acce]>te«l the scheme 
in all its tarings. After that, how can the question now arise that it 
was m)t p<>ssil)le to ask the Government of India for a loan unless the 
total amount re(|uired ami the conditions of payment were known. I 
cun assure the Hon’ble Member that if the loan scheme is not a myth 
all the district hoards will eagerly come forward and aj>])ly for their 
(luota of loan for the rural water-supply. 

1 am (juite prepared to withdraw my motion if the Hon’hle Meml)er 
gives the House a clear and definite assurance that the original loan 
scheme of a crore of rupees will be accepted by the Government and 
rnoiK'y will Ixe available for the purjmse of rural water-supply from the 
next financial year. 

Sfijut RADNA COBINDA RAY* I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 7,50, (HK) under the head “ 38A.~Public Health Establish- 
ment,” be reduced by Rs. 50,000. 

Sir, I need not dilute upon the importance and ne<*essity of the 
Department of Publie Health in this cursed pi*ovince of ours. The 
function of this department is to formulate sanitary principles and 
take steps for the prevention of disease. Sir, Bengal is sui*ely a cursed 
province and all sorts of diseases are creating havoc amongst the 
population of this province: malaria, cholera, kala-azar, tuber- 
culosis, influenza, leprosy and many other preventihle human ail- 
ments are taking away huge tolls of human population from this 
Presidency every year— 

Hr* PRESIDENTf At the outset I had better remind the member 
that he should confine himself to the limits of his motion. 
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W|M RADHA GORINOA RAYi The condition of the normal 
healft of the people of Bengal is too pitiable to be described in 
wor^« The repoH of the Students’ Welfare Committee 

Tht Hon’tHe Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: May I rise on 
a point of order, SirP His motion is to reduce the demand by 
Rs. 50,000 and I submit that what he is now saying cunnot come with- 
in that. 

PRESIRENT: Mr. Ray, your motion is not a token cut motion 
and as such it does not give you much scope to discuss the general 
situation or to elaborately criticise the policy of the department con- 
cerned. You have proposed a big cut and your endeavour should be 
to show that economy can he effected to the extent of your proposal; 
but you are not doing that. If you cannot alter your set speech 
accordingly I would advise you to speak on the token cut motion 
No. 645, when it is moved. 

SHJut RADHA GOBINDA RAY: I would prefer to speak on 
No. 645 then. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Brijift TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: That the demand of 
Rs. 7,50,000 under the head ' fHOA. — l^ublic Health — Kstnblishment ’ 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the present system of work).” 

Kazj EMDADUL HOQUE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 7,50,000 under the head ” — Public Health Establishment ” 

be reduced by Re, 1. (Insuffi< ient alhdmeiit for imiwoving the health 
of the |>eople),” 

The object of this motion is to express disapprobation of this 
Council of the Glovernment policy in the matter of public health 
establishment. For some time it was in the contemplation of Gov- 
ernment to start some village public health organisations in malarial 
areas, and if I remember aright His Excellency the Governor gave an 
assurance in his Dacca speech that the public health thana units 
would be completed by the end of 1929-JlO, but we do not know how 
far that promise of His Excellency has been acted up to till now. If 
there is any institution for which Government deserve thanks it is 
this but the Government are not providing sufficient money for run- 
ning this department. The scanty provision that the Government 
make is not sufficient to cope with the prevention of very many 
diseases such as kala-axar, malaria and other fell diseases. Until and 
unless such institutions sire established in rural areas the village 
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people will remain where they are. I, therefore, ask the Government 
to move about from place to place and go into the interior of the 
villager to see the distressful condition of the people there and to see 
how they are smarting under pain and how they are getting on in 
matters of medical relief. Sometimes they do not get a drop of 
medicine even when they fall ill, so Government should not be ci^oub 
to the sufferings of these dumb suffering millions. If Government 
wont to be popular they must provide first of all for these dumb 
suffering millions in the villages but the Government put oil on oiled 
heads. Government provide money for wealthy people who live in 
towns or near about towns but do not provide any money for the large 
number of poor village people who are dying of malaria, kala-azar and 
other deseases, for want of treatment. My suggestion is that Gov- 
ernment should not make any further delay in sending out people to 
the interior to get first hand knowledge of the affair with a view to 
remove the sufferings of the people who live there. With these words 
I move my motion. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ray, you can now speak on this motion. 


Srijut RADHA COBINDA RAY: The report, of the Students^ 
Welfare Committee reveals a very tragic fact about the heiilth of the 
student population of Bengal. The Report says that “ the health of 
only one in three is generally sound.'' (Page 111 of the Report). I 
may assert that a healthy child is almost rare in our land. In mv 
distric^t, of which I (daiiii to have a verj'^ wide experience, 1 have come 
across a very few people who can he said to have good health. Half 
a oentuiy ago Bengalis had a very sound physique but now they are 
a race of physical wrecks. Healthy physique is seldom to be found. 
Now, Sir, the question naturally arises — Why is this soP The reason 
is not far to seek. The economic condition of the people is so miser- 
able that a very few can afford to have proper nourishment. A 
majority of the people do not get two full meals a day, not to speak 
of such costly nourishment as milk, butter, ghee, fish and flesh, etc. 
The poor cultivators who work hard in the fields in the hot summer 
and chilly winter, from sunrise to sunset, from year's end to year's 
end, do not get two stomachful meals a day. They generally die at 
premature ages for want of proper nourishment. The rural popula- 
tion is compelled to live in most insanitary surroundings and catch 
the infection of several diseases which gferminate in such unhealthy 
and insanitary atmosphere. Pure drinking water is a rare commo- 
dity. There is no sanitary drainage system in our mufassal towns 
and villages; out traditional knowledge of a sanitation has been 
throttled to death because extreme poverty does not afford us any 
opportunity to live according to our shastric sanitary injuncticma. 
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People wlio cannot afford to have two full meals a day cannot be expec< 
ted U spend money for sanitary requirements. Poverty is the root cause 
of all these troubles. Poverty has robbed us of our social and sanitary 
msisnets. Poverty is the cause of ignorance and ignorance is the 
cause of all troubles which are creating havoc in our rural population. 

The disease must be diagnosed at its root. The root cause of poverty 
is the systematic economic exploitation for more than a century by 
the band of British people who are here in our land in the guise of 
rulers and merchants. 

In order to divert our attention from the real cause systematic 
attempts have been made and are made by British exploiters to prove 
that our social habits are the root causes of all these evils. Child 
marriage, purdah and many other age-long social habits they say are 
the causes of infantile mortality, bad health and other ailments which 
are carrying away the people of Bengal to death’s door. I need not 
dispute about the partial accuracy of these remarks. But, Sir, are 
these the primary (auses? Sir, extreme poverty, bad and insanitary 
surroundings, impiioper nourishment, want of pure drinking water, 
bad drainage, obstruction of the water passages, channels and the 
free flow of river waters, these are the root and primary causes of 
such tragic death rolls and perverted health amongst our people — 
social habits only helping to increase the impetus. The one primary 
cause of all these evils — if we trace a little further and enter into the 
deeper interior — is the reckless economic exploitation of our rulers and 
their total neglect of looking after the people’s welfare. 

Here in the budget we find that a modest sum of Rs. 37,61,000 has 
been set apart for spending to improve the sanitary condition of a 
province with an area of 76,843 sejuare miles and a population of 
46,695,536. This sum would not have been sufl&cient even if Bengal 
could have been ranked and classed as a healthy province.” Even 
in this small sum we do not find any systematic and reasonable dis- 
tribution of expenditure. The white cousins of Government come in 
for a large proportion of its share. We have got to provide for 
eight Directors and Assistant Directors of Public Health with salaries 
ranging from Rs. 2,400 down to Rs. 983 at a total cost of Rs. 1,29,972 
as salaries. 

6-35 p.m. 

Rs. 65,000 travelling allowance, Rs. 14,500 hemse rent allowance 
and Rs. 7,500 cost of passages under the Superior Civil Service Rules, 
1924. Huge death roll of Bengal will certainly be saved by paying 
these white men. Widows and orphans of innumerable Bengali homes 
will no doubt get a very good consolation wbenT they will hear that 
their representatives in the Council have sanctioned their beqign 
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Gorermneiit the huge eum of Re. 7,50,000 for keeping the Reidth 
Experts.” What theee health experts hare done, Sir, 1 kumUy beg 
to aak. Certainly by writing Tolumes of hygienic theeeg they cannot 
drive the diseaseH out of Bengal. I boldly assert — though my bold- 
ness will perhaps be derided by my European friends in this Council 
- -that such costly civil captains are not necessary to train and equip 
the required battalion of soldiers to fight out the maladies in Bengal. 
Let there be a non-official committee of experts forming a Health 
Board ” with two practical sanitaiy experts having wide experience 
as Secretaries. Calcutta and Bengal outside Calcutta can supply 
numbers of such doctors, I mean health experts, who are willing to 
act on this Board without any remuneration. What is the necessity 
of such a huge establishment with big officials. Dr. Bentley has 
schemes ready but where is the money to work out his schemes? 

Finally, I want to say as a layman that no amount of sanitary 
schemes will be of any avail unless and until the root and real cause 
of all maladies be eradicated. Improve the economic condition of 
the people, give them pure water to driuk, make arrangements to 
improve the sanitary conditions of villages and the health of the 
people will improve. Such large band of experts hatching out fruit- 
less sc^hemes is redundant and unnecessary. Remove a few of them 
and Hjieiid the money thus saved for the treatment of the disease at 
its root. 

The Hon’hli Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir. Srijut 
Jogendrn Nath Moitra and Srijut Radha Gobinda Ray in their 
motions have asked for substantial reductions the former asking for 
a reduction of oue lakh and the latter for Rs. 50,000; and yet their 
s])eeches showed as if their motions w^ere for token cuts. There was 
a motion for a token cut on which their speeches would have been 
relevant. However, I will take their points one by one. 

Babu Jogendra Nath Moitra complained about the breach of 
promise on the paH of the Government in regard to the rural water- 
supply sc^heme. On comparison with my previous statement and my 
statement the day in the Council in answer to a question of 

Babu Manmatha Nath Roy, he attempte<l to make out a case that 
Government did not keep to its promise. But it is nothing of the 
kind. 1 have got here my answer to Babu Manmatha Nath Roy^s 
question, and what I had said previously I only repeated there. The 
fact is this ; Rs. 2J lakhs which Government promised to pay tem- 
porarily for a i>eriod of five veal's was made permanent and it was 
expected that the district boards should pay Rs. 5 lakhs. With this 
Rs. 7} lakhs a loafi' of about one crore of rupees could be raised. That 
scheme was accepted by .Government as a whole and is still an accepted 
scheme. The District Board Conference which sat towards the etid 
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^ outlines ol this scheme. But later on 

^ 3 fe»f tie district boards went back upon what their representatives 
had a^^ed at the Conference. Eight or nine district boards told 
M that they would have absolutely nothing to do with the scheme. 
Others put forward counter-proposals and only a few were willing to 
proceed, with. .the . scheme. But barring two or three district boards 
none applied in time. Even if they had applied in time it would 
have required a readjustment of the financial aspects of the scheme 
as the scheme was for th« whole province. If Rs. 5 lakhs which wa.s 
expected from the district hoards were reduced, then it was inevitable 
that the sum contributed by Government would be proportionately 
reduced. I explained these diiRculties in an answer to the quesi^on 
and I was criticised by Babu Naliniranjan Sarker for the length of 
my answer. I repeat again, as I repeated in my answer recently, that 
if the district boards would come forward with their contributions, 
it w-ould be poa.sible to have the loan raised next year. It was not 
possible to have the loan raised this year because many of the district 
hoards went back from their original idea. It is no good for district 
hoards or their representatives trying to throw the blame on Govern- 
ment and it is no good for Government either to throw the blame on 
district boards. The best course would he to help each other by 
going into the details as without details a big scheme like that could 
not be brought into operation. If my friend Babu Jogendra Nath 
Moitra and Babu Radha Gobinda Ray would go back to their respec- 
tive districts and enquire more about the details and try to find out 
what the difficulty is in their respective districts, I am sure some 
good will come out of their efforts. 

Sir, I hope that this explanation will make it unnecessary for 
me to go into the matter again when the next motion No. 646, which 
stands in the name of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque, is moved. 

Kazi Emdadul Hoque said that the public health organisation is 
being delayed. Sir, in this very budget we have a provision of Es. 9 
lakhs as against Es. 6 lakhs of last year, and the total cost would 
he about Es. 12 lakhs; so that it is not reasonable to say that we 
are delaying matters. It is necessary to have trained men to push 
nn with this scheme and even with Es. 9 lakhs which we have and 
the trained men we have, it may he possible to cover the whole 
province with the organisation if the district hoards want to employ 
men with a lower salary. On the other hand if the district hoards 
want better paid officers it can only he done with 12 lakhis of rupees. 

I submit that it is not just to criticise Government for delaying the 
public health organisations. 

In the second speech of Srijnt Eadha Gobinda Bay he spck« a 
good deal about siisfnc injunctions and he was very bitter oi| 
methods. I think it would have been better if he had not s^^^tad 
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to $mtric mjvnciions. He and thoee trlio Mlie him affe^^iiiiec 

at liWt^r to follow their iostric injunctions, but how is that relevant: 
to th«f present discusuonF 1 fail to see how the $a$tfic mjunettoiis- 
come in in con nectiiMl' with a Goyernment demand for a^^gfant on 
public health. If my friend reiies on his uutric hi junctions, can he 
fairly expect his friend opposite the Khan Bahadur to Mb 

soitric injunctions? But of course that is not possible. So, the less said 
about these tastric injunctions the better for all concerned ; particularly- 
when we are dealing with mundane subjects like public health organ- 
isations. Babu Radha Gobinda Ray was also very bitter about European 
officers in the department. I may say there is only one European officer 
in the department, namely, I)r. Bentley, and others are all Indians.. 
If we are to take a plebiscite on Dr. Bentley I am sure Babu Radha 
Gobinda Ray would be in a hopeless minority. Apart from any 
question of Indian or European officers, improvement in public health: 
cannot be effected without a proper staff. What is the use of going 
into vague generalities? How can you improve public health if you* 
take away the staff? I propose not to treat Babu Radha Gobinda 
Ray’s vague generalities with any seriousness. 

With these observations I oppose all these motions. 

The motion of Srijut Jogendra Nath Moitra was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Srijut Radha Gobinda Ray was then put and lost.. 

The motion of Kazi Emdadul Hoque was then put and lost. 


Mr. FRMIOiNT: The House will remember that recently I gave 
a ruling to the effect that motions for token cuts will be deemed 
incomplete and consequently inadmissible if members who gave notice 
of such motions failed to give their reasons for proposing such cuts.. 
Here is a case which comes under the operation of that ruling. 

Khan BahaffiUK Maulvi Asisul Haque’s motion No. 646 is a token 
cut motion but he has not given any reason for giving notice of the 
aame. The motion therefore does not arise. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 


BMhi AMARBNDRA NATH CHOMi That the demand of 
4^5,66,000 u^r the head * 33.-— Public Health — Grants for public 
hftOUth purposes ^ be reduced by 4 annas (to criticise the aUotmiait lor 
vabeinaties, waterniupply, -etc.).’* 
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FRfAIOiNTl I think I shall have one discussion on motions 
660; but some of these motions do not arise because no reasons 
haTil^boen given by the intending movers although those are motions 
lor token cuts. I read out the numbers of those motions which should 
not ;be taken up, rir., motions 648, 649, 651, 664 and 660 which do 
not arise for reasons 1 have already stated. The other motions may 
be discussed together. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

•HJut TARAKNATH MUKKRdiA; That the demand of 
Bs. 2,00,000 under the head ‘ 33B. — Public Health — Malaria charges ^ 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the insufficiency of the grant).”- 


Srijut TARAKNATH MUKER4EA: That the demand of 

Rs. 60,000 under the head ‘ 33B. — Public Health — Kala-usar survey * 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the insufficiency of the grant).” 

5-50 p,m. 

BatiM BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs, 2,80,000 under the head “ 33B. — Expenses in connec- 
tion with epidemic diseases ” be reduced by Rs. 100. Sir, I do not 
want to deliver a speech which will be characterised as vague, or a 
speech couched in general terms, without criticising the i>olicy of 
Government. I have given notice of the reason why I want to move 
this motion. My reason is to draw the attention of the House to 
the want of a definite policy of Government to meet the situation and 
to the failure to accept the recommendations of its advisers. Now, 
what is the situation about which there is no definite policy of Govern- 
ment? We find from the published reports that in Bengal out of 
a total population of a little over 45 millions, 30 millions are infected 
with malaria, that is to say, 15 millions of people in Bengal are 
not infected, whereas 30 millions are infected, and of these 30 millions^ 
10 millions are suffering from acute form of malaria. In order ta 
meet the situation, what is the policy adopted by Government? That 
is the first question that strikes one as be goes through the public 
health budget. Now, with regard to this policy, all we find is that 
Government has no policy, because in order to weed out malaria, the 
true index from which we could gather how Government is. tryin|^ 
to wage war with malaria, is the expenditure provided in the budget 
to combat tble same and other diseases. It is a jvef^'fi^idi^atiiig^figure.. 
In the year 1922-23 the demand under tfiis head was for Es« 1,14,689^ 
In 1924-25 the amount rose to Rs. 2,54,480. In the year 1927,-®8, it 
came down^ to Rs. 1,94,384. The next year it again noi^ to 
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Rs. 2,72,000, and in the budget estimates for the next year the ^moimi 
demanded is only Rs. 2 lakhs. What is the meaning of this fluctua- 
tion f Sometimes it is one lakh and some thousands, sometimes it is 
considerably over two lakhs, and sometimes it is two lakhs, as we 
find in the present budget. With regard to kala-azar and other fell 
diseases which are now devastating Bengal, we find that in 1927-28 
the amount provided was Rs. 2,00,779. In 1928-29 kala-asar 
increased, but the amount fell by over Rs. 50,000, because the budget 
of 1928-29 provided for a sum of Rs. 1,50,000 only. And the wonder 
of wonders is that in the present budget the amount demanded for 
kala^azar campaign is only Rs. 50,000. For other epidemic charges 
Cn the transferred side I find that the Government has come down 
from a provision of Rs. 1,57,000 to only Rs. 30,000 in the present 
budget. It seems ridiculous that while malaria, kala-azar and other 
epidemic diseases are devastating the country, the provision for meet- 
ing these curses is coming down by leaps and bounds. I am quoting 
the figures from page 77 of the red book and page 239 of the green 
book. Now, Sir, long ago in the year 1924 it was said in the report 
of the Retrenchment Committee “ that the country is without a 
practical remedy for the prevention of malaria on a large scale, and 
I find that from the year 1924 down to the present year 1928-29, pretty 
large sums were provided for combating malaria, kala-azar and other 
apidemie diseases, but it is wonderful that in the present budget only 
Rs. 50,000 has been provided for kala-azar, Rs. 30,000 for other 
epidemic diseases and Rs. 2 lakhs for malaria. From these figures 
it is quite apparent that Government has no policy to meet the situa- 
tion. 

Then, Sir, I wanted to raise a further question, namely, the failure 
of Government to accept the recommendation of its own advisers. 
There ought to have been a policy if ^the Government was bent upon 
believing or trusting its own officers. I entirely agree with my 
hon’ble friend, Sir P. C. Mitter, that Dr. Bentley is so popular with 
all sections of the people — official and non-official — that my friend 
Srijut Radha Gobinda Ray would not get more than five men to join 
him in criticiaii^ pr. Bentley. Now, Dr. Bentley in the year 1925 
submitted a reporVto Government, and he prefaced it by writing three 
lines — “The following report on malaria in relation to the agricul- 
tural conditions of Bengal is submitted for the information of the 
Government of Bengal.” May I know. Sir, what has the Bengal 
Government done since the year 1925 to accept or reject the report 
of Dr. Charles Bentley, embodied in a book form, which was circulated 
to all the members. I will not make large quotations from that book : 
it has been very widely read by officials and non-officials. In regard 
to the specific subject of malaria, Dr. Bentley’s views, as given at 
page 67 of his book, at# as follows; “ Briefly summarised the measures 
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tbat be adopted to ayert the spread of uudana in all districtflr 
possepfd of healthy deltaic or sub-deltaic areas are as follows: — 

Prohibition of further embankments. 

Surrey cf existing embankments and their waterways. 
Survey of river channels and other water-courses. 

(4) The mapping out of local spill areas and lines of drainage. 

(5) Improvement of existing water channels. 

(6) Efcsamination of the local water-table.^’ 


Then he went on to say: In addition to the measures enumerated 
above, an attempt must also be made to determine, as accurately as 
possible, the existing conditions in respect both to malaria and agri- 
culture. Much of the work thus briefly outlined can be undertaken 
immediately by the existing staffs of engineers, overseers and sub- 
overseers and the health officers employed by district boards.’* So, 
no extra money is immediately required. May I ask the Govern- 
ment what has been done to carry out the recommendations of its own 
officer, Dr. Charles Bentley? Further, Sir, he points out at page 122 
of his book that ‘Mhe only possible solution of the problem of Bengal 
malaria is bonification.” He has given his opinion to Government 
and published it. What has been done, what steps have been taken 
by Government to investigate the matter in order to carry out the 
recommendation of its own officer? I will quote another passage from 
this book to show another recommendation made by this officer, which 
has not also been acted upon by Government. At page 155 of this 
book he says: “ As this report will show, evidence has been accumula- 
ting which points to the necessity of approaching the whole question 
of the amelioration of malaria in the delta tracts from a much 
broader standpoint than has yet been adopted; and which suggests 
that we must look to large irrigation projects and the increased supply 
as well as the regulation of surface water for the final solution of the 
problem of Bengal malaria.” Now, the Public Health Department 
consists of two sections — one the health section and the other the 
irrigation section under an Engineer. It appears from page 77 of 
the red book that there is no irrigation project with the exception ol 
one, costing only Rs. 1,400: that is all the work the Engineering 
branch of the Public Health Department has done. Finally, Dr. 
Bentley suggested the appointment of an irrigation commission for 
the purpose of looking into the irrigation problem in order to solve 
the problem of malaria in Bengal. 

Sir, we were present at the meeting, over which you had tha 
honour of presiding, in the rooms of the British Indian Associataon, 
whem Sir William Willcooks delivered a speech^ on the 6th 
1928. On thellth March, in the course of a debate which was raifed 
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in this Oonnoil in connection with the suggestions made hy Sir William 
Willcocks, a great irrigation authority of Bengal, Bawab Saiyid 
Nawab Ali Chaudhuri said that Sir William Willcocks’ . suggestions 
were the ** fruits of five weeks^ stay/' and were the result of ** hastily 
formed impressions/’ 1 wish other authorities in similar position 
could say so of all European gentlemen visiting India and giving their 
impressions. It is all very well to say these things when Sir William 
Willcocks left for Egypt. It will be seen from page 7 of his speech 
that when delivering the speech he said ; I have purposely put off 
my return to Egypt for a week so that I may go out with anyone 
who calls in question what I am going to say and examine the ground 
on the iqjot. Though I shall have spoken the naked truth, it is the 
truth which I shall have spoken.” He threw out a challenge to 
Government, to Mr. Addams- Williams and to Nawab Saiyid Nawab 
Ali Chaudhuri, to contradict the truth he was telling. Sir P. C. 
Mitter, in a speech of gushing eloquence, thanked Sir William 
Willcocks for his great speech. Idttle did Sir William Willcocks 
think that Sir P. C. Hitter’s colleague would say that his observations 
Weie the result of hastily formed impressions gathered after a five 
week’s visit to this country. He advocated overflow irrigation as did 
Dr. Bentley before him. He charged Government with allowing miles 
upon miles of great canals to silt up and be degraded. He advocated 
the improvement of the off-takes of the Ganges, the protection of 
banks, the resuscitation of canals, etc., etc. 

6-5 p.m. 

Sir, I find that Sir William Willcocks further stated: “The 
Government of India never identified itself with the people of India, 
it acted as though it had no duties and no obligations to the poverty- 
stricken j>eople who were often poor owing to the ignorance of the 
Government itself. It accepted its obligations on rare occasions and 
on a very small scale.” 

The Engineers of the Public Health Department are content not 
with irrigatioqi projects, but only with small drainage and water 
wcrk projects — that is the outcome of the labours of this pampered 
department. 

Tba Mr rBOVASH CHUNDER MITTER 8 Sir, may 1 

rise on a point of personal explanation? 1 may teTI you. Sir, that 
the Public Health Department has no Engineers and that it haa 
Nothing whatever to do with irrigation schemes, big or small. 

tllHi BtJOY kRItjSNA BME: It is all the mo^ pity that ofi§ 
Member is in charge W Irrigation and a minister is ih charge ol 
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Tke appointiaent of a& Irrigoticm Commifl8io& ms 
;aiiTo(pisd ky Br. Ba&tky with a view to the prevention of malaril^: 
at was ilso advocated by Sir William Willeocks: but there is no need 
to farther pursue the matter. Perhaps Sir William was considered 
;a visionary. May I ask, Sir, whether Sir Malcolm Watson who oame 
out to India the other day was another visionary P It is no wcmder 
'that when these scientific experts come out here, they blame the 
Oovemment for the present state of things — for not taking adequate 
measures for the prevention of malaria and other epidemic diseases. 
)Sir Malcolm said of what he had seen as tragic beyond words.*’ 
^ir, that was the impression of Sir Malcolm Watson. 

1 would now refer this House to the observations — ^not of a globe* 
trotter, not of a visionary, not of a scientific expert, but to what was 
:8aid by one who ruled over us for five long years. Lord Ronaldshay 
said regarding this matter : I frankly confess that I was shocked 
^t the grim tragedy which my enquiries disclosed.” 

Therefore, I think, Sir, that I have sufficiently made clear the 
ground for my contention that there is no doubt whatsoever that a 
-serious problem awaits the Government, namely, the solution of the 
problem of malaria — how to drive out malaria from the land. What 
is Government doing — merely supplying quinine and mosquito nets 
and delivering lectures at various places. Is all that enough for 
the purpose of driving out malaria? May I, Sir, refer to what a 
great authority— ^ir Edward Buck — said : ** Malaria cannot be success- 
fully combated merely by the distribution of quinine and the supply 
of mosquito nets. The Government of a country devastated by the 
disease must conduct its campaign under the generalship of the 
Engineer and the Agriculturist, rather than of the Sanitary Com* 
missioner and the medical scientist.** 

Sir, this is what was said a decade ago. My hon*ble friend, Sir 
Provash, said just now that there is no Engineer under the Public 
Health Department. Sir Edward Buck said that under the general* 
ehip, not of a doctor but of the Engineer and Agriculturist that the 
•campaign against malaria should be conducted. Shame to Govern- 
ment which says to-day that it has no Engineer in the Public Health 
Department. Why did not the Government examine the remarks 
made by Sir Edward Buck? Did not the Government ever imagine 
fhat there ought to be Engineers in tb,is department in order to drive 
out malaria by means of irrigation and other things? But it seems 
-that these things did not strike the Government. It shows there- 
fore that Government is callous to the sufferings of the people. It* 
never thought that it had its duty towards the people. The sugges- 
tions of Dr. Bentley, the head of this department, they never accepted 
nor carried out. I almost think that he too ie* looked upop, gp a 
wisimiary. Moy I Ithwef ore ask, Sir, what is the Government 
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with regard to loalariaF Merely eepplying quim&e ft&d weqmta 
neteP I know that my hon^ble friend will wax eloqneat over Es. 1^ 
laillione promised by Dr. Bentley. 

Mr. dOGfitH CHANDRA GUPTA: Es. 12 lakhs. 

BilNl DEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: I stand corrected, Sir. Es. IZ 
lakhs promised by Dr. Bentley for opening out public health centres 
in the different tbanas. But what will these health centres do? I 
find from Dr. Bentley’s circular letter that he thii^ that something’ 
like 600 or 700 health centres might be opened in fblice-stations and 
that about 300 or so have already been opened. Well, these health 
centres which have been opened in the different thanas are looking- 
not only to malaria and kala>azar cases but also to all other diseases. 
They are no part of a scheme to combat malaria and kala-azar. What 
I find stated in the budget is that an ** intensive campaign ” for the 
purpose of combating such diseases as malaria and kala-azar, small* 
pox and half a dozen diseases will be carried out by Government. 
But, Sir, you will laugh when you look at the grey book, as you 
will find there that for intensive anti-malaria measures in rural areas* 
a Iwge sum of Es. 80,000 has been provided ; and they call it ** inten* 
sive.” What a shame! Thirty millions of people are suffering in 
Bengal from malaria and out of these 10 millions are suffering from 
acute form of malaria and an ** intensive campaign ” is to be carried 
out with Es, 80,000. It is really a tragedy how money is wasted! 

Then, Sir, the Hon’ble Member was full of anger at the speech 
of Babu Eadha Gobinda Eay who criticised the Public Health budget. 
Whereas we have got Es. 80,000 for an “intensive anti-malaria 
campaign,” if you look at page 236 of the Transferred budget on tho 
Public Health side, what do you find? Out of the Es. 5,54,000, pay 
and establishment swallow up Es. 2,95,932; house rent Es. 65,000; 
cost of passage, etc., Es. 7,500. Therefore, it comes to this that ouk 
of Es. 5,54,000, Es. 2,95,932 is spent on pay and establishment and 
only Es, 80,000 on intensive campaign. Comment is needless. 

[At 6-l5 p.nit the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 
6-30 p.m.] 

Mr. PREtfDENT: I may tell the House that the guillotine falla 
at quarter to seven o’clock on the demand under discussion. 

TN Hoii’iiig iir PROVABH CHUNOER MITTER: Sir, I hope tb^t 
I shall be allowi^d some reasonable time to reply. 

ilf» PREilOENTfiWhat do you mean by reascH^^tbie tbone? 
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• mi tir PROVAMI CHUNDiR MITTIRt I think I am 

entimd to have 10 minutea in view of the criticisnu that have beeie 
madi; 

lire PRESIDENT: I think that may be poasible. 

BNbu MANMATHA NATH ROY: I beg^ to move that the demand 
of Be. 2,80,000 under the head “ 33B. — Public Health — Expensefl i» 
connection with epidemic diseases ** be reduced by Bs. 100. 

In moving this token cut I want to bring to the notice of the* 
House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Boy, 1 shall be much obliged if you will 
be very brief. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Yes, Sir. As I was sayings 
by this token cut I want to bring to the notice of this House the 
absolute inadequacy of the grant and the reduction that has beea 
made in the several items under this grant. On looking at page 77 
of the red book (Budget 1929-30) we find that reductions have beea 
made in respect of three of the principal items covered by this head,. 
1 mean the grants for quinine, anti-kala-aznr campaign, and anti*' 
cholera vaccine. It is well known that the three epidemics whicB 
have the largest toll of lives in this Presidency are malaria, kala- 
azar and cholera. In the case of malaria its spread and intensity 
are to some extent controlled by the free supply of quinine by Govern- 
ment and the district boards in this Presidency have carried on their 
anti-malarial campaign with the aid of this free supply. Now a 
reduction by one-third in respect of this free grant is bound to handi- 
cap the district boards considerably in their anti-malarial campaign. 
District boards have felt, and I know from personal experience in tho 
case of the District Board of Howrah, that this grant is inadequate 
On many occasions the district boards have to supplement this free^ 
supply with the aid of their own funds under pressure of considerable 
financial difficulties. And this reduction in the Government supply 
will veiy largely tell ui>on the resources and capacity of the district 
boards. 

The next item is that of anti-kala-azar campaign. I say from my 
personal experience in the case of the District Board of Howrah thht 
when the Government announced — I believe it is about two yeanr 
ago — that they would place at the disposal of the district boards 
adequate funds for this purpose, my district board initiated an 
organisation for this purpose and that organist ion has been working 
very well. Now, Sir, only very recently a ci^culkr was issued by the 
Government that this grant would be reduced by 2-3rds and now my 
district board find itself in very great difficukie# and it does not yet 
know what it will do with this organisation.! Ill Is well kUbwhV Skr 




DEMANDS FOS^&BAim. 


{2ftm 


that district Ixmrds wofk iiiiikr very greet Inanciel s^«fs amd diffictd* 
ties and as the result of this curtailment, the district boards may 
haye to do away with their organisations formed for combating kala> 
asar during the last two years. 

Lastly, in the case of anti-cholera vaccine it appears from the 
budget of the current year that Es. 1,36,000 was provided and this 
amount was reduced to Bs. 36,000 in the revised estimate, but for 
the next year no allotment whatever has been made in respect of this 
item I Mr. B. K. Bose has asked a question regarding the policy 
behind the allotment on the several items and I hope the Hon’ble 
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, who is expected to know the real state 
of affairs in the country, will enlighten us on the point ahd I wait to 
hear what he has to say in justification of these reductions and 
omission. 

Tfli Hdfi’bib Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Although my 
hon’ble friend Babu Manmatha Nath Boy wants to hear me there is 
very little time left for me to reply as I have to I'eply.to all my 
friends in a very short time. I will begin by saying that the Director 
of Public Health in a letter to Government asked for co-ordination of 
policy and with your permission, Sir, I will read a few lines from 
that letter: 

** With the establishment of thana health units,, the many pro- 
blems of public health would admit of easier and more effective solu- 
tion at a cheaper aggregate cost to provincial and local funds. In the 
absence of adequate medical and health establishments to seive the 
rural populations, it has been necessary to provide separately for differ- 
ent items, such as cholera, small-pox, malaria, kala-azar, maternal and 
infant mortality, which are only parts of public health. The advent 
of a regular public health organisation, sufficiently numerous and 
effectively articulated into a common homogeneous whole, would form 
a provision capable of undertaking all the medical and health require- 
ments of the non-urban areas. It should then no longer be necessary 
for. piovincial and local revenues to suffer a proportion of ineffective 
•expenditure of funds by reason of duplication and overlapping of 
efforts. In this tiew, the Provincial Government and the district 
boards would both stand to profit by the net saving effected by both. 
The aggregate funds available for public health could be pooled and 
utilised for all the various aspects of public health demanding varying 
attention in different areas. 

We all know that tlm resources of the district boards are slender « 
We also know that althclugh Government resources are better than the 
resources of the district boards yet the Government of Bengal are not 
very fiush with ihoiiey| So if we want to solve these admittedly 
important problems thefremedy is to raise it with a policy behind it 
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:uail |||l» iMalth arganisation and the establiehnteat ot thaaa health 
the begmaing of that policy. So that at the present moment, 
if w#have a regular health unit for each thana we really map out 
the | 1 ^ 0 ^oe as a whole. Take the case of a particular district. > If 
70 U Spend a certain amount say on chidera or kala-asar or whatever 
it may be for a district with an area of 3,000 or 4,000 square miles 
there ii likely to be a good deal of waste and our resources are so 
very limited that we cannot afford to waste a single rupee. That 
being so the policy adopted by the Government at the instance of a 
very enthusiastic and public-spirited Director of Public Health is 
the policy of establishing health organisation units in each thana. 
That accounts for the redistribution of expenditure, but as I have 
already pointed out in my opening remarks that although our expen- 
diture has been redistributed we are not spending less. The actuals of 
1927-28 was Rs. 2,99,016 and the budget estimate for 1929-30 is 
Es. 37,61,000, so it is about Es. lakhs more than the actuals of 
1927-28. 

Some criticism has been made about cholera vaccine and Mr. Roy 
and Mr. Bose both of them I believe have referred to page 77 of the 
red book but I would draw the attention of the House to what is 
set out at the bottom of page 76 and top of paragraph 77 
of the red book. There it has been pointed out that we 
are now manufacturing our own vaccine from the Bengal 
Vaccine Laboratory, with the result that last year what we had 
to purchase at a heavy expenditure from Germany and Madras 
it is no longer necessary to purchase now. We have been manufacture 
ing vaccine but we have not gone back on the policy of free distri- 
bution of vaccine and if we can manage with less amount of money 
to give the same amount of vaccine that is no ground for legitimate 
criticism. Here again by saving money from the purchase of cholera 
vaccine by manufacturing our own vaccine we are proceeding on right 
lines. 

Mr. 4QQB9H ONANURA 6 UPTA 1 How have we applied the 
saving? 

Th. Hw'bl. Sir PSOVAIH OHUNOER MITTEII: By givitt# 

Es. 8 } lakhs more to the Public Health Department. 

Then Mr. B. K. Bose criticised a good deal about irrigation schemes 
of Government. I need only remind the House that the House to-day 
is not voting on the irrigation budget and that they have voted on 
the irrigation budget the other day. As I have ho time at my die* 
posal and the irrigation budget is not before the House I do not 
propoee to say what the Irrigation Department hai been doing but I 
only explain that the Engineering Branch of the Public Heidth 
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Bepartment has nothing to do with irrigation ; its duty is to deal witii 
water«snpp]y in municipalities, drainage and so on. The policy of 
the Government I have already said so far as the Public Health 
Department is concerned is to start with organisation and the central 
point of that policy is the thana health unit scheme. We have been 
told that to drive out malaria the grant is inadequate. I admit that 
the question of driving out malaria is a very big question and will 
require a good deal of money, but to drive out malaria, one thing 
more necessary than money is the organised effort of the people. 

The grant of Rs. 80,000 has been referred to jeeringly as pro- 
vision for an intensive scheme but are the local bodies coming for- 
ward with their contribution P They are not; if they come forward 
the whole grant will be spent and more will be available if necessary. 

As regards kala-azar I have one word to say. 

(Here the time-limit under the head “ 33. — Public Health ** 
having reached, the Hon’ble Member was not allowed to continue.) 
6-50 p.m. 

The motion of Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose was then put and a division 
was taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Alwiiiae, Mauivi AalmuMln. 

AhamaS, Mauivi KatirutfSin. 

■agalii, aaiu Roium Oliaiidra. 

•aaarjw, aaau Framatha Natli. 
•aimarjaai tabu iitaiNiralal. 

■tau. Mr. P. 0. 

■aaa, labu lajay Kritlma. 

ClMiidlNiri, Mauivi Nurul Huq. 

Dulti tabu taral Kumar. 

Obata, labu Amarandra Natb. 

Mubta, Mr. Jagaab Cbandra. 

Nagua, Kaii Imdadul. 

Nuaain, Kbaa labadur Mauivi fyad 
Magbul. 


Khan, Khan Sahib Mauivi Mtiaisam All. 
Maiti, babu Mahandra Nath. 

Paddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Rahman, Mauivi ibamtur- 
Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur> 

Ray, Or. Kumud tanfcar. 

Ray, Srijut Radba ttobinda. 

Ray, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

•arkar, Babu Naliniran)an. 

•attar, Mr. Abdaal Raiak Hajaa Abdaal. 
•an, Brijut Nagandra Natb. 

•ubraarardy, Mr. H. •. 


NOES. 


Blair, Mr. J. R. 

Oaaaalla, Mr. A. 

Obaudburi, tba Han'Ma Nawab Bahadur 
•layNl Nanrab All, Khan Bahadur. 
Oath, Mr. A. d. 

Orummand, Mr. J. •. 

Sbaaa, Mr. M. C. 

Ouniar, Mr. 0. W. 

Hagg, Mr. a. P. 

Hapliyfit, Mr. W. •. 

Nuaaain, Mauivi Latafat. 
danfcina, Or. w. A. 

Kban Obaudburi, Mr. M. Aabraf AH. 


Marr, the Han*Ma Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. •. 

Mittar, tba Han’bla Sir PravaMi Ob un dar. 
Mabarly, tba Han’Ma Mr. A. N. 

Ormand, Mr. E. C. 

Rata, Mr. 0. P. 

Staplatan, Mr. N. K. 

Tata, Malar Sanaval i ad f ray. 

Tbamaa, Mr. H. W. 

Thamiwaii, Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

Tuyaam, Mr. N. <1. 
wardawartb, «r. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 26 and the Noes 25, the following motion waft 
carried : — , 

“That the demand of Rs. 2,80,000 under the head 
Expenses in oonnectioW with epidemic diseases * be induced by Bs. lOQ* 
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oi a definite policy of Government to meet the situation and 
faili3^ to accept the recommendations of its advisers).*’ 

!0ie motion of Babu Manmatba Nath Roy was not put as it was 
covered by the foregoing decision of the Council. 

The time-limit under the head 33. — Public Health ** having 

reached, the following motions were not put : — 

Mr. SATYENDRA CHANDRA GHOSH MAULIK: ‘ That the 
demand of Rs. 2,80,000 under the head ‘ 33B. — Public Health — Epi- 
demic diseases * be reduced by Rs. 100. (Not enough provision to 
combat kala-azar, cholera, and other epidemic diseases).** 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: ‘‘Thai the demand of 
Rs. 2,80,000 under the head ‘ 33B. — Expenses in connection with 
epidemic diseases * be reduced by 2 annas (to criticise the allotment 
for kala-azar, malaria, and cholera).** 

Srijut JOGENDRA NATH MOITRA:“That the demand of 
Rs. 2,80,000 under the head ‘ 3*3B. — Expenses in connection with 
epidemic diseases * be reduced by He. 1 (to record an emphatic protest 
against the reduction of about Rs. 3 lakhs under this very important 
head).** 

Mr. P. C. BASU: “ That the demand of Rs. 2,80,000 under the 
head ‘ 33B. — Expenses in connection with epidemic diseases * be 
reduced by Re. 1. (Insignificant sum when diseases are creating 
havoc with the whole province).** 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 37,61,000 under the head ‘ 33. — Public Health * be reduced by 
Rs. 1,000.** 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: “ That the demand of 
Rs. 37,61,000 under the head ‘ 33.— Public Health * be reduced by 
Rs. 101 (to criticise the policy and provision for preventible diseases).** 

Babu dOGINDRA CHANDRA GHAKRAVARTI: “ That Hie 
demand of Rs. 37,61,000 under the head ‘ 33. — Public Health * be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to draw attention to failure to carry out works 
for improving public health, while spending large amounts on statf 
and establishments).’* 

BAu BEdOY KRISHNA BOBS: “ That ^ the demand of 

Its. 37,61,000 under the head ‘ 33.— -Public Health * be reduced by 
Me. 100. (Comparative inadequacy of ihe grani).’^ 
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Mallfvi iHMItUR-EAHMANi That th« aemand o| Bs. S7,6I,00( 
tinder the head * 33. — Public Health * be reduced hy Es^ 100 (ior no 
providing any money for the water-supply scheme and the schemi 
for starting a laboratory by the District Board of Khulna).^’ 

Bibu BOMBS CHANDRA BACCHI: That the demand fo 
Rs. 37,61,000 under the head * 33. — Public Health * be reduced bi 
Re. 1. (Adulteration of food throughout this province generally an( 
the urgent necessity for checking this evil)/’ 

Baiiu JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY; That the demanc 
of Rs. 37,61,000 under the head * 33. — Public Health ’ be reduced bj 
Re. 1 (to discuss the attitude of apathy of the Government to th< 
vital question of the public health of Bengal).’* 

Brijut RADHA COBINDA RAY: That the demand oj 

Rs. 37,61,000 under the head ‘ 33. — Public Health (Transferred) * b< 
reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy of this department).** 

Brijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE; *’That the demanc 
of Rs. 37,61,000 under the head ‘ 33. — Public Health * be reduced bj 
Re. 1 (on the ground that this sum is quite inadequate for improving 
public health in Bengal and that the major portion of this sum it 
being spent on the department and for the salary of highly paid officer! 
and not for improving health of villagers).** 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: That the demand oJ 
Rs. 37,61,000 under the head * 33. — Public Health (Transferred) * b« 
reduced by Re. 1 (to express disapprobation of the half-hearted policy 
of the department).** 

Mauivi ABIMUDDIN AHAMAD: That the demand oi 

Rs. 37,61,000 under the head ‘ 33. — Public Health (Transferred) * be 
reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the general policy).** 

The motion th&t a sum of Rs. 37,61,000, as amended by th< 
Council, be granted for expenditure under the head ** 33. — Public 
Health ** was then put and agreed to. 


B4.--Agriaiilliffa. 

Tba Hon'Ma Nawab BahMAir BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDNURI, 
Khan Bahadiift^l OIWlNirls On the raconimndation of His ibcoallency 
the Governor I beg^|b move that a sum of Bs. 23,jDll,(|bO granted 
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Ipi witik tke limittd iandf at our dii^iofal it has not bean poisiUe 
to <iia]ii«iiee many new acliemes to wkick Govenuneiit have already 
girfli admiaifltratiTe approval. Tke increased cost of tke department 
is due partly to inerements wkick are normally earned by ike officers 
and thair staff, and partly to new work and suck small expansion as 
kas keen possible. 

I fed sure that the installation of electric lights in the Belgackia 
Veterinary College will appeal to all those who have the best interests 
of our students at heart. A student kas often to work at night, more 
especially when the examination period approaches. The difficulties 
of working in defective light must be known to all the members of 
this House, and I sometimes think that the defective sight of many 
people in this province may be attribnted partly to the pursuit of 
their studies without adequate light. In providing electric lights at 
Belgachia therefore we are only conferring on the present generation 
of students a boon which their fathers and grand-fathers would have 
appreciated ; and I feel sure no one will deny to them this advantage. 

The second item of capital expenditure is the provision of wire 
fencing round the cattle farm at Rangpur. It is of the utmost 
importance that the valuable cattle that are kept and bred there 
should be free from any chance of infection by disease through other 
cattle roaming over the farm. As the herd in Rangpur increases in 
value the necessity of protecting it from the possibility of disease will 
become more imperative. This work, I think the Council will agree, 
is justified. 

The necessity of a motor ambulance for the Veterinary College at 
Belgachia hardly requires any argument. The city of Calcutta covera 
a very large area and accidents to animals may happen anywhere. 
The rapid transport of injured animals to the hospital at Belgachia 
is a matter of sheer necessity. At present a horse ambulance is used, 
but delays are considerable and more particularly in the hot weather 
the sufferings of injured animals are greatly intensified by the absence 
of rapid transport. I might add that the recurring expenditure of a 
motor ambulance will actually be less than that of the present horse- 
drawn vehicles. 

In the Veterinary Department little has yet been done in the way 
of propaganda and the Council, I trust, will appreciate the start that 
is, now being made. The general knowledge of the public on veteri- 
nary subjects is extremely limited and it is one of the first necessities 
of the department to instruct those who have the management of 

In the J^^grknltm Department the demoiw^tion faim near Bnj- 
iari will serve a large area and the seed fiarm at Charbadna in 
Bakarganj is intended for the rapid repA>duction of a type of seed 
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hm iiSW itMlf to ]>articiilaily sucoasftfiiliiji. ihai 
Tlie appoiiitHieiil of a temporary field assistant to the Economic 
Botanist requires explanation. There are at least 270 priyate paddy 
aeed farms in Bengal where departmental seeds are grown. The 
owners require advice and assistance, and more important still, their 
seed should be tested for purity and germination before it is distri- 
buted to cultivators. This field assistant will be engaged on this 
work, and it is hoped that the supply of seed will not only be improved 
but the cultivators will be protected from bad seed. 

In the Co-operaiive Department the most important development is 
ihe entertainment of 14 additional auditors and two additional inspec- 
tors with their peons for the proper supervision and audit of new 
societies. The great importance of audit is fully recognised by Gov- 
ernment. The subject is at present being closely examined and it is 
hoped gradually to bring this important section of the Co-operative 
Department up to such strength as will enable it to deal adequately 
with its duties. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Tuesday, the 2nd 
April, 1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Iteft Oomrcn. met in the Council Chamber ia| the Town Ball, Oal* 
(Ni Tuesday, the 2Qd April, 1922, at 8 p.m. 


The Hon’ble the President (the Hon’ble Raja M^mutHA Nath 
Chaitdhuhi, of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Memberf of 
the Executive Council and 1"9 nominated and elected members. ‘ 


Oath. 


The following member made an oath of his allegtanoe to the 
Crown : — 


Mr. R. N. Gilchrist, i.e.s. 


Starred Queetiom 

(to which oral antwore wore given). 

Chairmarip Jessoro Dlatriot Board. 

M03. Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: (a) Will the Eon’ble 
Member in charge of the Departinont of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Chairman of the District 
Board of Jessore has abolished all the kala-asar centres and also dis- 
banded all the cholera doctors that used to be maintained by the 
District Board? 

(h) Is it a fact that the present Chairman of the said District 
Board has paid no heed to offers of substantial donations by private 
parties for tbe establishment of charitable dispensaries in areas acutely 
euEering from want of medical aid? 

{c) If the answers to (a) and (h) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps the Government have 
takmi or propose to take in the matter? 

WiilBiR In oBimof OERARTMENT of LOQAL BBLP«Qf»1fi«|l« 
MENT (tlio HonllH fir RrovoNi Cfnnidor MRIoi*)l <o) 

centres have been opened and closed in Jessore as funds pop^fto^ i^ 

n 
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the number made desirable. They were laet dosed in Febm- 

iry, 1929. Iwporary cholera doctors have been employed as ooca^ 
sion demanded, but at present the Board find that aH requirementa 
can be met by their ordinary public health staff. 

(by The District Magistrate reports that the only four offers 
received are under consideration of the Board, and that the impuiatia3i> 
against the Chairman is undeserved. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Training in (laid firing and military maminrria of Vofttntoar Cai|io 
in Midnaporai 

MM. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department aware that training in 
field firing and military manoeuvres was given to the Volunteer Corps^ 
in the district of Midnapore, last year as well as in several other 
previous years P 

(h) Is it a fact that the inhabitants of the villages within the area 
selected for -the above purposes, near the town of Midnapore, were 
annually turned out of their hearth and home by the police at the 
peep of dawn in raid-winter on the days field firing, etc., w'as practised 
by the volunteers? 

(c) Is it a fact that such wholesale exodus of people from their 
villages involved those also who were seriously ill and were even on 
the point of death? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
exceptions were made in such cases? 

(e) Is it a fact that cattle and other live-stocks were also removed 
by the police from the area concerned? 

(/) Is it a fact that the important thoroughfare, the Bombay Road, 
vas closed to traffic, vehicular and otherwise, during such opera-' 
tions, causing grea^ loss to trade and inconvenience to the public at 
large? 

(ff) If the answers to (b), (c), (d), and (e) are in the afiirmative, will 
the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state under what law were sucb 
orders of compulsory evacuation issued by the police? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
compensation is paid to the Tillagers concerned for this loss of business 
and other losses aifif expenditure consequent on the compulsory exodus 
ftotn their homes and fii^ds awaiting harveBiingf 
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M die Oovwnment eotuidmmg' the deairel^isr of wi^iiriBg 
the pnrpoee of gieiBg tniniBg' to the Tolunteer Corpi ia ield 
firii#, eic.P 

WEMtER in ditrgi «f POLICE DEPARTMENT (tiM 
Mr. A. N.MNMriy): (a) Yes. 

(b) No; they were adyieed to remain indoors. 

(c) and (d!) Do not arise. 

(e) No: owners of livestock were advised to remove their animala 
from the firing area. 

(/) The road was closed, but no complaints of loss or inoonvenienoe 
have been received from the public. 

(ff) No such orders were issued. 

(h) No complaints of loss have been received. 

(t) This concerns the Government of India. 

Staff imintainad for auditing tlio accounts of the oc-opentivo 
sooietict. 

M05. Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member In 
charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the staff maintained at present by Government for the purpose 
of auditing the accounts of co-operative societies; 

(it) the amount spent yearly by Government on account of this 
audit from 1923-24 to 1927-28; and 

(m) the amount collected yearly by Government from the societies 
on account of audit from 1924-2b to 1928-29 P 

(b) If the amount spent is less than the collection made, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state in what manner the balance has 
been credited ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
present staff of Auditors is considered sufficient to carry out a satia- 
lactory audit P 

(d) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'bfe 
Member be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of th^ 
Government to lower the fee levied on the societies for audit P 

(e) If the staff is not sufficient, are the Gfrrentmeni considering 

the desirability of increasing the staff of Auditoiif ' 
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MIMEiiit m eharfi ¥ DfPAItTiliNT «f ACfHOULTURE mad 
IHOUiTRIES (th« Hon’Mt Naivab Baliailiir Siiykl Hmnt Att Gliaii- 
dfiiiriy KKan Bahadiiry of Dhanbari): (a) (t) One hundred and ten, 
of whom thirteen are wholly paid by Goremment and the rest from 
audit tee&s 

(it) and (iii) The Member is referred to the answer to unstarred 
question No. 70 asked by Maulvi Shamsur^Eahman at the meeting 
held on the 2drd instant. 

(b) The surplus is held in provincial revenues. 

(c) No, but Government officers have helped in audit work, so that 
all societies have been audited. 

(d) The question does not arise. 

(e) Yes. Reference is invited to the answer to unstarred question 
No. 70. 


Srijift NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon^de Member be 
pleased to state, with reference to answer (?>), the ultimate use to which 
the surplus now held in provincial revenues will be put ? 

The Hofi’ble Ntwab Bahadiir 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahaditry of Dhanbari: It is impossible to say. Sir. 

Mauivi 8HAM8UR-RAHMAN: Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased 
to state, with reference to answer (a), (ii) and (iii), why there is a dis- 
crepancy between the amount of Rs. 46,758-6-4 given as “ realised 
audit fees ” for the year 1919-20 in reply to unstarred question No. 70 
and the amount for this year given in the Administration Report of 
the Department, namely, Rs. 61,916. 


Thi Hon'bla Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI* 
Khan Bahadury of Dhanbari: I want fresh notice, Sir. 

Mauivi 8HAM8UR«RAHMAN : Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased 
to state why we find another discrepancy between the amount of 
Rs. 39,022-10-6 which is given as realised audit fees for the year 
1922-23, and the amount of Rs. 67,000 given for this year in the 
Administration Report of the Department? May I know which figure 
is correct? 

Tha Hon’blaNiipdb Bahadur 8AI YID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, af Ohanblri: I want fresh notice, Sir. 
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(ansivsrs to wliloh wort ioid on the tahto). 

Exoiio Liooiising Boordi Coloiitta. 

7& Mr. MTYENORA CHANDRA GHOSH MAULIK: WUl 

the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries (Excise) be pleased to 8tate~- 

(i) the policy of the Government regarding the license for the 
sale of liquor, etc.; 

(u*) the object for which the Licenstng Board was formed; 

(in) the names of the members of the said Board during the period 
1926-29; 

(iv) up to what date the Board functioned ; 

(r) the cause of the resignation of some of the members of the 
Board; and 

(vi) what action, if any, has been taken by the Government to 
form another Board? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE ami 
INDUSTRIES (EXCISE) (the Hon*Me Mr. A. Marr): (i) The policy of 
Government is explained in the Communique of 1921 and the Tlesolu- 
tion No. 5668 Ex., dated the 27th November, 1926, to which the member 
is referred. 

(it) The Licensing Board in Calcutta was formed to determine the 
number and location of licensed shops within the Calcutta excise 
district. 

(tii) A statement is laid on the table. 

(tv) 18th October, 1928. 

(v) The member is referred to Government Resolution No. 631 
T. — A.I., dated the 19th October, 1928. 

(vi) A new Board will be constituted shortly. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (Hi) of wnstarred question 
No, 76, showing the names of gentlemen who served from time to 
Ume as members of the Calcutta lAcensing Board during the 
pdriod 1926^29, 

Nof-officujl. 

Dr. Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, m.a., kt., representing ^ the 
Calonita Temporance Federation — President, 
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Official. 

The CommiHsioner of Excise and Salt, Bengal. 

The Commissioner of Police, Calcutta. 

The Collector of Excise, Calcutta — Secretary. 

Non-official. 

Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri, m.l.c. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Babu Bidhu Bhusan Sarkar, Babu Nalini Mohan Chatterjee, m.a., 
B.L., M.R.A.S., Dr. Adyanath Chatterjee, and Babu Dhirendra Nath 
Ghosh, representing the Corporation of Calcutta. 

The Revd. Mr. Johan Reid, representing the Calcutta Temperance 
Federation. 

Dr. B. L. Chaudhuri, d.sc. (Edin.), f.r.s.e., representing the 
Calcutta Temperance Federation. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan Dutt, n.M.s., representing the Calcutta 
Temperance Federation. 

Mr. A. M. Ballingall, of Messrs. Kellner & Co., Ltd. 

Mr. H. F. Coltart, of Messrs. Mackenzie Lyall & Co. 

Chevalier Edonrdo Peliti, representing the Calcutta Trades Asso- 
ciation. 

Babu Mohitosh Saha. 

Khaja Abdul Ghani. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state if the difficulty about finding seats on the Licensing 
Board for all the supporters of the Ministers has been got over? 

(No reply.) 


Bhatpara Municipality. 

76. MaulYi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state what effect is proposed to be given to the assurance of His 
Excellency the Governor in reply to the address of welcome presented 
to him by the Executive of Kankinarah Labour Union on 6th Decem- 
ber, 1927, regarding the representation of labour on the board of 
Bhatpara Municipality? 
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(6) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that the following paragraph 
appears in the Annual Administration Report of 1924-25 P “ It may 
also be noted in this connection that AVards II and III (Kankinarah 
and Jagatdal) pay seven-eighths of the municipal revenue, and the 
population of these two wards is more than five-sixths of the entire 
population, the claims of Kankinarah and Jagatdal for adequate 
number of seats on the Municipal Board cannot be overlooked, and 
both on basis of population and income these two wards, the residence 
of mill workers, must have at least three-fourths of the total number 
of commissioners. AA’ards I and TV (Bhatpara and Authpore Moola- 
jore) should have 5 seats, while Kankinarah and Jagatdal (Wards 
II and III) 15.” 


(c) If the answer to (5) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps the Government proi»ose to 
take in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: {a) In his 

reply to an address presented to him by the Kankinarah Labour 
Union on 6th December, 1927, His Excellency stated that it is 
desirable that industrial interests in this area should have suitable 
representation on the Bhatj)ara Municipality.” The (\)mmis8ioner 
has been requested to consider the claims of these interests in sub^ 
mitting his nominations for the ensuing reconstitution of the muni- 
cipality. 

(h) Government have read the passage in question in the report 
on the Bhatpara Municipality for the year 1924-25. This paragraph 
comments on the distribution of seats under an elective system if it 
were introduced, but has no direct bearing on the constitution of the 
municipality as it now stands, all members being appointed. 

(c) See paragraph (a). 


Demands for Grants. 

34.— Agrioidture. 

The Hon’Me Hmtk Bahadur 8AI YIO NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURIi 
Khan BahadWi of Ohanbari : Sir, I have already explained the reasons 
for this demand, and I now commend my motion to the acceptam^e 
of the House. 
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Tke folloiring motions were oaHed but not moved : — 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: That the demand of 
Es. 5,65,000 under the head ‘34. — Agriculture — Veterinary charge#' 
be reduced by Es. 17,000.'' 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: ‘‘ That the demand of 
Es. 5,65,000 under the head ‘ 34. — Agriculture— Veterinary charges ' 
be reduced by Es. 1,000." 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: “ That the demand of Es. 5,65,000 
under the head ‘ 34A. — Veterinary charges ' be reduced by Es. 100. 
(Unsatisfactory working of the Department and actual service rendered 
by it).” 

Mauivi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Sir, I bef? to move that the 
demand of Es. 5,65,000 under the head " 34 A. — Veterinary Charges " 
be reduced by Ee. 1 (to criticise the dilatory policy of Government 
regarding the revision of pay of the Veterinary Assistant Surgeons of 
the Civil Veterinary Department.) 

Sir, as I have already said, my objecd in moving this token cut is to 
criticise the policy of Govemment regarding the revision of pay of the 
Veterinary Assistant Surgeons of the Civil Veterinary l)ej)artment. 

Sir, the question has l)ecome almost hackneyed, and yet no definite 
result has emerged in this connection. The Government policy in this 
matter has l)een particularly very dilatory in character which can 
be hardly justified in the least. Sir, a question was put in this Council 
by Babu Jatindra Nath (yhakravarty on the 18th Maich last on this sub- 
ject. The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan 
Bahadur, of Dhanbari, replied that the question of revision of pay of the 
Veterinary Assistant Surgeons of the Civil Veterinary Department has 
been under examination since May, 1927. Sir, if a reference is made 
to the official proceedings of this Council, it will be seen that times 
without number the question was put to the Hon’ble Member or 
Minister in charge of the department, as the case was at that time. 

Sir, the late Eai Bahadur Eadha Charan Pal asked this question 
in this House in 1921. The Hon’ble Nawab (now Nawab Bahadur) 
Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, who then occupied the 
Ministerial chair of the Transferred Department in question, answered 
that the question was then under consideration (riV/e page 86 of Volume 
V of Council Proc^dings for 1921). 

The same question wks again asked by Mauivi Hamid-ud*din Elhan, 
and the Hon'ible Minister in charge of the department again replied 
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that ih© question of further revision was under the consideration of 
Gk)Vflgminent page 28 of Volume VIII of Council Proceedings for 
1922). 

The question was raised in this Council from year to year, until we 
come to the time when the Hon^ble Hadji Mr. (now Sir) A. K. Abu 
Ahmed Khan Ghuznavi was the Minister in charge of the department 
in 1927, when Srijut Jogendra Nath Moitra asked questions about this 
subject in this House, which elicited the reply that the question had 
been receiving Government's attention from time to time since 1921, 
and was even then being considered carefully {‘tnde page 44 of Volume 
XXVI of Council Proceedings for 1927). 

Again the question was inquired into by Mr. Togesh Chandra Gupta 
on the 24th August, 1927, and by Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri on 
the 26th August, 1927, whereupon the Hon’ble Hadji A. K. (now Sir 
Abdelkerim) Ghuznavi, then Minister in charge of the department, 
replied to the same effect. 

Then, it will be seen that the question could not be decided by the 
Hon^ble Sir P. C. Mitter and Nawab Musharruf Hosain, Khan 
Bahadur, and others, and still awaits decision. 

In view’ of the above facts, I do not understand why the Hon’ble 
Nawab Bahadur, who is at present in charge of the department, should 
say that the profKcsal has Iwen under consideration since May, 1927, 
whereas it has been aw’aiting consideration since 1921. 

Sir, I beg to point out that during the session of the reformed Conn* 
cil from 1921 up till now Government could not propose a definite 
policy, so that the question is .still under consideration, an<l, under 
present circumstances, it is anticipated that the question w’ill have to 
await decision for a few years more. 

Ministers hav’e come and gone, Meml)ers have come and gone away 
to the other world, and many Veterinary Assistant Surgeons had to 
retire; but this question is still aw’aiting the consideration of Govern- 
ment. 

Sir, “ men may come and men may go but I go on for ever,^^ and, 

I think this sentence is pathetically true in the case of the poor Veteri- 
nary Assistant Surgeons of the Civil Veterinary Department. 

Sir, with these few words, I beg to move my motion for the accept- 
ance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We should have one discussion on the motion 
that has just now been moved and the next motion. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

Srijut BIMY KUMAR CHATTERSEE: That the demand of 
Bs. 5,65,00(1 under the head * 34A. — Agriculture — Veterinary charges * 
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be reduced by Re. 1 (as mark of want of confidence as also on tke 
ground that the major portion of this sum is spent on the department 
itself and not for improving and preserving the health of the 
animals).” 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI 
CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Mr. President, Sir, in 
rising to oppose this motion I wish at the outset to make it clear that 
Government are fully convinced that the pay of the officers of the 
Veterinary Service should be raised. It is true that Government are 
sometimes criticised for spending money unduly on professional ser- 
vices, and indeed, an illustration of that sort of criticism will be found 
in the motion which is to follow. It would not be right for me to 
anticipate the debate on that motion but I wish to draw attention to 
the difficulty in which Government are placed by the conflicting 
nature of the criticism to which they are subjected by members of the 
main opposition group. Sir, we are entitled to enquire with which 
voice the opposition desires to speak. I am not at the moment con- 
cerned with the choice they may make, but I do maintain. Sir, that 
they cannot have it both ways. They cannot accuse Government for 
not raising the pay of the staff, and then in the next breath allege that 
we spend too much on the staff’. It is just possible that our critics are 
not agreed which is the best line of attack. Any stick is good enough 
in these days if the object is to beat the Government. In the absence 
of any explanation it may even be suiinised that the opposition left 
the matter to chance, and were prepared to take up whichever motion 
was most favourably placed in the order of business. If that be so, 
I maintain that such a light-hearted method of dealing with a matter 
of public importance is itself an adequate condemnation of the motion 
now before the House. 

But, Sir, it is probably true that the weakness of the tactical 
position of the critics of Government is due to sheer inadvertence and 
it would not be fair to press the advantage unduly, nor have I any 
intention of doing so. This House is entitled to know why the mattej 
under discussion has been delayed and Government are prepared to 
meet that issue. Sir, the pay of this service was last revised in 1918 
and the new scale came into force on 1st April 1919. Economic 
changes led to a review of the scale in 1928, but two factors intervened 
to postpone a decision. The first was the rec'ommendation of the 
Retrenchment Committee that the whole cost of this service should be 
borne by local authorities employing them. That proposal was 
examined at length and rejected. The second consideration arose 
from the fmd that district boards who l)ear two-thirds of the cost of 
the district staff, were finding it difficult to finance their most pressing 
needs and Government felt that the time was not opportune to suggest 
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an iscnMeed charge under this head. Government itself too wouM 
have found it difficult to shoulder its share of the burden. In these 
circumstances the subject was postponed to await more favourable 
conditions. 

In 1927, the matter was apain taken up and Government have 
-decided that the case for an increase of pay is established. But I 
would remind the House that the decision does not rest with Govern- 
ment alone. Local authorities will have to share in the increased 
cost to the extent of two-thiids and the Divisional Commissioners have 
recently been requested to consult district boards on the subject and 
report their views. Now, Sir, I would, with all deference, urpe that 
a premature decision by the House on this subject would be einbar- 
rassinp to Government, and mipht indeed be resented by l(M‘al autho- 
rities throughout the province. Government have no power to force 
the hands of district boards or even to hasten their decision. Any 
directions piven by this House are likely to hamper rather than help 
the nepotiations, and T would suppest it is the path of wisdom to 
defer an expression of opinion until the views of the local authorities 
concerned have been ascertained. 

At the same time, Sir, I desire on l)ehalf of Government to 
acknowledpe the support which its proposals appear to find in this 
House and Government trust that those who suppoi-t this motion will use 
their influence with local authorities to secure an early acceptance of 
the proposals of Government. With that assistance the path of Gov- 
ernment will be made easier and an earlier decision may be possible 
that was at one time anticipated. I would, therefore, suppest if T 
may do so without presumption that in all the circumstances the 
proper course is to withdraw the motion. But if the mover does not 
apree, I must oppose his motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Muhammad Afzal was then put and 
lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We should have one discussion on motions 
IIos. 683-694. 

Sabti NALINIRANJAN SARKER: Sir, I bep to move that the 
demand of Rs. 61,500 under the head ** 34B. — Apriculture — Trans- 
ferred — Superintendence ” be reduced by Rs. 101 (to discuss the 
desirability of havinp a Jute Board for the improvement of the jute 
trade industry and the functions of such Board, etc.). 

The object of my motion is to impress upon this House the urpent 
necessity of devising a permanent machinery to initiate such steps :i« 
may be cx)nducive to improve and develop the growing, marketing 
and manufacture of jute in India. There can be no doubt that such 
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machinery as would safegruard and adyance the interests connected 
with the cultivation and manufacture of jute is of the most intimate 
concern to all the classes of people in this province. By far the largest 
proportion of Bengal’s inhabitants, including even immigrants and 
birds of pasbage from abroad, depend upon this important commodity 
for their prosperity. Packing and wrapping are indispensable in^ 
modem long distance trade, and as jute has provided the cheapest 
form thereof up till now, by proper propaganda the demand for jute 
may be made co-extensive with that for food grains, oilseeds, cotton, 
cement, coffee, cocoa and other important staples of international com- 
merce. Indeed, this is so obvious that a national government, even 
though it could not aspire to a pei-sonnel of the calibre of our present 
services, could not have failed to take steps to turn this natural gift 
into a veritable gold mine a souicc of increasing the wealth and 
prosperity of this province. And we should have witnessed various 
steps of a public body watching like a benevolent deity over the 
interests of jute. But while foreigners have made their pile out of 
dealings in jute, banks and merchants have fattened, and Government 
hove enjoyed in jdentiful measure taxes derived directly, indirectly 
and distantly fi'om the unquestioned value of jute to the world’s trade 
and commerce, no one in authority has yet thought that something 
should be done to prevent this milch cow from running dry. Most 
of the classes I have referred to have ])()ssibly thought that in case of 
danger to jute they could shift to other trades and enterprises as rats 
desert a sinking ship. But the millions who live and die on their 
farms cannot jmssibly view the matter so lightly. 

It is unnecessary’ for me to expatiate on the importance of jute in 
our own national economy to this House, where most of us. Sir, are 
fed and clothed and maintained in comfort and even luxury by the 
pri<*e which this golden fibre now commands abroad. “ J’ute ” is 
writ large on the jmrtals of every mansion in the city and every bank 
and business house in (’live Street. Provincial and Central finance 
find in jute (me of their strongest foundations. The average annual 
value of the jute trade amounts to alK)ut 100 crores of rupees, of which 
however the cultivators’ share amounts only to about Rs. 30 crores. 
High Government officials have admitted that the cultivator gets an 
uneconomic price of Rs, 8 per maund and that he should have at least 
Rs. 2 more per maund in order to cover his cost alone. And yet we 
are all content to live for the day in cai-eless ease neither caring to 
get more at the present moment nor to ensure even this much for the 
future. 

All that the Goveniment have done for the jute trade is to publish 
their forecasts of jute production every year. The jute trade i« 
peculiar in that the producers, f.e., the cultivating classes are uni- 
formly illiterate, unable to read or comprehend the contents and the 
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pnr^ of these forecasts. And even if they could read and under- 
Stanley could not derive any benefit from their publication. For 
the Cbyernment publish the forecasts only in the Gazette which is 
not easily available to the rural classes and make no effort to broad- 
cast them. On the other hand, the consumers and the middlemen 
are strong in imagination, knowledge and resources. T^ese Govern- 
ment reports, therefore, only help the foreign consumer with informa- 
tion which enables him to use all the well known tactics of fencing 
^d feinting in order to delude or force the poor raiyat to sell at starva- 
tion prices. Thus the only action that Government takes in this behalf 
amounts to the abetting of an unholy conspiracy against the cultivat- 
ing classes. Statistics of the last year show that while the quantity 
of raw jute exported was ^6 per cent, higher than that in the preced- 
ing year, the total price fetched for the ex]»ortB increased from about 
27 to 30 crores of rupees, that is, by about 11 per cent. Expressed 
in another way an additional quantity of ten lakhs of bales brought 
into the countiy only 3 crores of rupees, that is, Rs. 30 per bale against 
the average price which fluctuated between Rs. 60 and Rs. 65 per bale. 
The Government Review of Trade for 1927-28 admits that there was 
“ a brisk demand for manufactured articles,” yet the price of n\w 
jute was low and this unnatural state of affairs is ascrilwd to plentiful 
supplies. No non-official ju’otagonist of the regulation of the jute 
supply could go further. It is even said that Government are doing 
all this deliberately, but that is a point on which I will not dilate. 
Suffice it to say that if the pojuilar good is a matter of any concein 
to the State, machinery must be devised for keeping the cultivators 
adequately informed of the probable world demand and the acreage 
that should be sown to meet this demand. 

Sir, recent events and developments tend to create in us feelings 
of insecurity as to the present position of jute in the world’s ecxtnomy. 
The consumer abroad is not content to leave this province in the un- 
disputed enjoyment of a monopoly. Efforts have been persistently 
made to find a cheaper substitute for the present packing material. 
Bags of paper and other stuff have been tried and even bulk-handling 
attempted. But these experiments have not yet been so successful as 
to threaten the position of jute. But we cannot afford to forget the 
determination with which attacks are being directed against our posi- 
tion in the trade in packing material. America, our largest consumer, 
is considering the imposition of prohibitive import duty to encourage 
her bagging industry. She is straining at the same time even to grow 
jute on American soil. What will be the cumulative effect of these 
hostile forces? If we are to survive these efforts and our classes and 
masses are to preserve even their present standards of living not to 
speak of improving them, it is essential that we should watch their 
development. Instead of following the present course of careless lotus- 
eating, we have consciously to develop the strength with which we can 
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deal blow for blow, tbe alertness which can answer every move by a 
counter-move, and the capacity to foil the enemy in every enccnnter. 
Our methods of cultivation, our methods of marketing, the conditions 
and management in our factories, in fact, at every stage of the long 
journey of jute from field to factory and from factory to foreign 
ports, our organisation is hai'dly woith the name. In reality, we can- 
not pretend that we are organised at all. To-day, the organisation of 
a Jute Board with such functions as the position of the commoditv 
and the interests of the people requires will be none too soon. 

Next, Sir, Government maintain in the Agricultural Department 
a highly paid band of 8Ui>erior officers. They (;arry on researches 
which of course benefit them by enabling them to claim and gain 
promotion but the results are embodied only in learned brochures 
written in a foreign language. They are not available to the culti- 
vator in any form or degree for improving his methods of cultivation 
or selection of seeds. The Agricultural Department owes it to the 
cultivator to popularise the results of the researches carried on by the 
department; otherwise the cost of maintaining it becomes an unneces- 
sary waste of jiublic money. And what body is better fitted to popula- 
rise these researches than a Jute Board such as this motion contem- 
j)lates? What I have said so far refers to the needs of the growing 
side. But the growers are equally interested in the marketing of jute 
and there are many day-to-day needs of a jute market which only a 
statutory body like the Jute Board can satisfy. It is well known that 
there are no well-defined jute 8tandard^. There are cei*tain gia<les aac 
determined by the Indian Jute Mills Asso< iation but the quality to be 
tendered against each grade is not specified. The quality varies not 
only from season to season but often in the same season. It is possible 
for the Association to take advantage of these vimations to foi*ce the 
dealer to tender a higher quality against the lower grades. For in 
case of (lisj)ute the Association (*onsisting of foieign consuming 
interasts is the ultimate arbiter, and jus there is also a j)rovi8ion that 
no dealer (^an deal with the mills except through a European broker, 
these vagaries of grades and qualities have their fullest adverse effect-i 
on the dealers and the producers. 

A Jute Standard Act in the lines of the United States Cotton 
Standard Act thus becomes an indispensable necessity not only for the 
very existence of the Indian jute merchants but in the interests of jute 
growers as well. For unless they themselves get an equitable price 
the merchants cannot give it to the cultivators. 

Equally unsatisfactory is the condition in the export trade. As 
no survey of quality of the raw jute exported is held at Calcutta the 
Indian balers are compelled to pay any allowance awarded by the 
XiOndon Jute Association. For months together the balers are quite 
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in the 4iah as to whether their goods come up to the required standard 
or not. The effect of this on the price of jute and the economic oondi« 
tion of ^e raiyat is ruinous. 

I may also examine briefly a point of view which prevails among 
the European commercial community which has a distinct bearing 
on the pi-esent matter. It is siiid that all that the jute trade needa 
in the interests of the cultivator is the elimination of the middleman 
who is acting like a pamsite on the cultivator. Frankly I cannot 
share the view. However much I may join others in decrying the 
evils proceeding from the presence of middlemen, I cannot help feel- 
ing that his total elimination will not be to the advantage of the culti^ 
vators under the present circumstances. 


3-30 p.in. 

These middlemen have acted like a buffer between them and the 
outside markets and other consumers and have, in a large measure, 
absorbed the shocks proceeding from the vagaries of an intensely 
speculative market. The direct contact of the disorganised ajid almost 
illiterate cultivators with the highly organised and powerful class of 
millowners and shippers cannot l>e of the least advantage to the former, 
specially in the present form and constitution of the Government and 
economic status of the people. The middleman is more or less indis- 
pensable to preserve the competitive condition of the trade. The only 
agency that can disi harge the function of the middleman is a govern- 
ment which is truly and fully representative of the cultivators’ 
interests. When such a government is realised it is possible to con- 
ceive of the Government having its own big w’arehouses all over the 
province and taking jute direct from the producers and selling it 
direct to foreign consumers. In the absence of such government 
middlemen are at the worst a necessary evil. 

Coming now’ to the personnel of the proposed Board, I must 
urge the impoiiance of safeguarding it from a preponderance of 
interests other than those of the cultivator. I cannot lay 
too much emphasis on the need of protecting him first and 
foremost, though I do not by any means suggest that the other import- 
ant interests of trade and commerce should not also be adequately 
represented. And I am sure that if there be the will, the House can 
find the way of according to each interest its legitimate share of 
representation. 

Now coming to the question of finance without which the Board can 
only offer pious prayers for the succour of the jute trade, the Board 
has to be allocated sufficient revenue from some specific source. Tke 
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Bengal Government for their part may contend that this is a matter 
in which the Central Government alone can act. While I realise the 
force of this contention, I cannot forget that if our Government ade- 
quately recognise the importance of the Jute Board and the necessity 
therefor they will not hesitate to take up the matter with the 
Central Government. As, even excluding income-tax, the latter are 
deriving from jute an annual revenue of 3J crores of rupees they can 
well afford to give to the Jute Board a fraction thereof, and as the 
efforts of the Board begin to bear fruit the increased prosperity ttsell 
will minimise the burden on the Central exchequer, while the Board 
will also find increased |>otentialities for raising its own income. It 
is, therefore, quite reasonable that the Board should be started with 
fhe nucleus of Rs. 5 lakhs from the Central Government as recom- 
mended by the Agricultural Commission. 

Sir, I hope I have put the entire case for the constitution of the 
Jute Board though in small compass and I venture to believe I have 
carried conviction to most of the members of this House. But I may 
say to those who are still opposed to this idea that there are other 
c^ountries where National Chuml)ers of agriculture periorm in conjunc- 
tion with the National Government the same functions which we 
want to entrust to an ad hoc Board in the case of only one agricul- 
tural product. Brazil has a cotton service discharging the same func- 
tions for Brazilian cotton what I would like to see the Jute Board do 
to Bengal jute. Every country can point to a few products or a few 
enterprises as the foundation of national prosperity. And if each 
nation is to i)reserTe and improve its economic well being, it will per- 
force have to be vigilant about the prospects of such products or enter- 
prises. In Bengal we cannot think of another commodity besides 
jute which can be said to determine our well being. I can only say 
that to deny the need for a Jute Board is to deny the need for any 
caution or wariness in regard to our material happiness. 


Mr. G. F. ROSE: Sir, unfortunately owing to the appalling 
acoustics of this hall I have not been able to hear all that my friend, 
Mr. Naliniranjan Barker, has said. But I take it that a part of his 
speech was made in commiserating the lot of the raiyats who grow 
jute. If so, I think he has rather wasted his time. The raiyat is 

one of the most independent British citizens in India in matters con- 

cerning his own business. We know he has been tried by certain 
parties not to grow jute, but besides jute what can be grow? The 
aus paddy as every one knows — although I myself know very little 
about it — is in three years out of five a failure. His only alternative 
to am paddy is jute, and the results of the raiyat*8 cultivation of jute 

during the last three' or four years has not been what it was a few 

years ago. To-day the raiyat’s profits on the growing of jute enable 
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Aim to pay for his rent, food, clothes and his labour and all other 
•expeims for the whole year, which is a very different story from his 
two years ^ profit out of five years in the case of am paddy. This 
leaves him with his winter paddy crop, an extra marketable commodity, 
over and above living expenses and himself in a very different position 
financially to-day than was the ease four or five years ago. 

Now, as far as the Agricultural Department is concerned, I think 
my friend, Mr. Sarker, said that all that the Agricultural Department 
did was to provide a few statistics lor the benefit of foreigners. I 
ahould like my friend to reconsider that statement. For one thing 
the Agricultural Department have increased the quantity of jute grown 
per acre by I think 25 per cent, in the last few years. In the face of 
^his fact to state that the Agricultural Department have done nothing 
to improve the jute crop of Bengal is nonsense. The Agricultural 
Department is practically the only body of men in India in whom the 
jaiyat has any confidence at all. The proof of that is the way that 
"the special departmental seed has been sold and distributed during the 
last few years. There was a very great demand for the Agricultural 
Department special seed last year. My constituency have guaranteed 
the department for the supply of jute seed for a few years, last 
year all the seed was sold and there was no balance left at 
all. However, I do not wish to take up much more time in saying 
more as I think we all want to get this session finished as quickly as 
possible. I would like, however, to give the answers that my consti- 
tuency have given Government through the Bengal Chamber of Com- 
merce to this question of an Advisory Board. The answers are as 
follows : — 

(1) That bearing in mind the present and established custom, 

legislation is unnecessary. 

(2) That in any case it will be impracticable, hampering to the 

trade and w'ould involve many unforeseen difficulties and 
hardships. 

■(3) That unless, in exceptional circumstances, or where it is out- 
come of a unanimous desire on the part of the trade as a 
whole (and such certainly is not the case with regard to the 
proposal at present under consideration). Government inter- 
ference with the internal organisation of an industry is to 
be deprecated. 

<4) Hope is expressed that the members of the Legislative Council 
will think fit to offer strong opposition to any proposal that 
legislation should be introduced to interfere in any way 
with the existing customs and procedure in the jute trade 
• industry. 
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Mauivi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 support the motioik 
which has been brought forward by my friend Babu Naliniranjair 
Sarker. I hope that the members of this House will not be needlessly 
alarmed at the prospect of the Government undertaking legislation, 
with a view to organising the jute market. It is one of the functions^ 
of all civilised Governments to help those people who are under the 
circumstances unable to help themselves. The European members of 
Council would probably remember that during the last Presidential 
election in the United States of America one of the principal planks, 
of the programme of the Republican Party was to organise the market 
for the agricultural produce of the country on a scientific and economic 
basis. It will not do in the 20th century to say that one class of people- 
should be allowed to exploit another which is economically inferior 
and weakei. The conditions of the jute growers of Bengal require 
the special intervention of Government. The annual product of jute 
in Bengal amounts to about 5 crores of maunds. The economic value 
of this quantity of jute will be about Rs. 50 crores. But unfortunately 
the cultivators in a normal year never get more than Rs. 30 crores,. 
with the result that about Rs. 20 crores annually find its way into the 
pockets of the speculators and combines. I may recall to the memory 
of hon’ble members what happened during the period of the war. 
Then (iovernmeiit had to restiict the export of jute. The result was. 
that jute was sold during the last few years of the war at Rs. 3 to 4 per 
maund. At the same time, howevei, the Munition Board gave large 
oiders for gunny bags and other jute products to the mills on the 
Hooghly which made a profit of neaily Rs. 60 crores during the last 
three years of the war. When we remember the fact that the w’hole 
capital of the jute mills on the Hooghly was not more than Rs. 20 
crores, it will be seen that these mills had been making a profit of 
cent, per cent, annually during those years. Sir, it is against this 
(‘ondition of things that we raise our voice of protest and ask the Gov- 
ernment that it will recognise its duty like all civilised Governments 
towards the cultivators. The mover has suggested that the task of 
organising the jute trade should be taken in hand. I am sorry that 
he has suggested that the money that will be required should be paid 
in the first instance by the Government of India. I would however 
point out to him another source of income which is much nearer home 
and on which we can easily lay our hands. We all know that there ia 
the cess on jute which brings in an annual revenue of Rs. 11,00,000. 
This must not be confused with the jute export duty. At present the 
entire Jute cess is made over to the Calcutta Improvement Trust for 
improving the sanitation of the city of Calcutta. I may tell you. Sir, 
that there are three other produce cesses in India, namely, the Tea cess, 
the Cotton cess and the Lac cess. Each one of these cesses yields a 
net revenue which is much larger than the Jute cess. 
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Now I cannot see any reasons why, if the Tea cess, for example^ 
should be handed over to the Tea Cess Committee for improving the sale 
of tea, the Jute cess should not be handed over to the members of a 
Board so that it may be spent for organising the jnte trade in Bengal. 
I am quite sure that Mr. Tracers will not agree to hand over the Tea 
cess to the Calcutta Improvement Trust for the simple reason that tea 
is exported through Calcutta, and if a cess on such a prosperous trade 
as tea is refused to be handed over for the purpose of helping a foreign 
body like the Calcutta Improvement Trust, I cannot see any justifica- 
tion why the Government should continue to spend the whole of the 
Jute cess for the improvement of the city of Calcutta. It is one of the 
inequities which, I am bound to say, has been an unmitigated oppression 
to the defenceless poor of the country. It is time that some Minister 
should rise to the occasion and take his stand Iwldly to do this small 
piece of ju.stice to the poor cultivators of Bengal. 

Sir, with these modification^! and with these observations I whole- 
heartedly support the motion of my friend Babu Naliniranjan Barker. 

Mftuivi 8HAM8UR*RAHMAN : Sir, I move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,05, 4(H) undei the head “ -MB.— Agricultuie—Pay of Technical 
Stall ” be lefused. 

In moving this lesolution my reason is simple. It is nothing more 
than this that the technical knowledge of the technical stuff is absolute- 
ly woithless and unsuitable to the soil of the country. I have seen 
several of these men with technical knowledge of agriculture employed 
as District Agricultural Officers. I have also seen how’ their technical 
know'ledge have scared away our unsophisticated agriculturists far 
away from the Demonstration Farms started to attract these people 
to instil technical knowledge in them. For when they find, from the 
annual reports of the Demonstration Farms that they aie generally 
run at a loss and that the technical knowledge of the officers has only 
served to diminish the resources of the farm, they cannot but exclaim, 
“ Oh ! save us from our friends.^’ To cite a concrete example I would 
refer you. to the Agricultural Society at Khulna established in the 
year 1926-27 by Mr. Bradley-Birt, the then Collector, with a model 
farm having an area of 25 bighas of land and a fund of Rs. 7,083 and 
odd. Under the constitution the District Agricultural Officer is in 
sole charge of the management of the farm. He has so ably managed 
this farm that in course of these two years the fund has been reduced 
to Rs. 1,282 and odd, and I have every reason to hope that with a 
little bit of more intensive application of the technical knowledge of 
the Agricultural Officer the Society will soon have to run headlong 
into liquidation. 
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My proposal therefore is that either have men with better technical 
knowledge or have none at all. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, I think the question is 
now open to general discussion, and I should like to speak on 
Mr. Sarker^s motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, the question is still open to discussion, 
as I ruled that there shall be one discussion on all the motions under 
the head “ 34B;’’ but as you did not rise to speak on Mr. Barker’s 
motion before motion No. 685 was moved, I think you may better wait 
till the last motion of this particular group is moved. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

IHJUt RADHA GOBINDA RAY: That the demand of 
Its. 3,94,e300 under the head * 84B. — Agriculture — Other Supervising 
staff ’ be reduced by Rs. 94,300.” 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI; ” That the 
demand of Rs. 2,26,000 under the head ‘ 34B. — Agriculture — Experi- 
mental farms ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the urgency 
of having a model dairy farm attached to agricultural farms).” 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That the demand of 
Rs. 2,26,000 under the head ‘ 34B. — Agriculture — Experimental 
Farms ’ be reduced by Re. 1. (Actual service rendered by experimental 
farms).” 

MWlIvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 18,000 under the head ‘ 34B. — Agriculture — Divisional Seed 
Stores ’ be reduced by Rs. 100. (System of distribution of seeds.)” 

Khan Bahiivr Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: That the demand of 
Rs. 11,49,000 under the head ‘ 34B. — ^Agriculture ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 27,000.” 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: That the demand of 
Rs. 11,49,000 under the head * 34B. — Agriculture ’ be reduced by 
Rfl. 1,000.” 


Bata MANMATHA NATH ROY: ” That the demand of 
Rs. 11,49,000 under the head ‘ 34B. — Agriculture ’ be reduced by 
Bb. 100. (Policy of department).” 
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Mr. SATYENORA CHANDRA CHOSE MAULIK: I formally bar 
to move that the demand of Rs. 11,49,000 under the head “ 34B. — Agri- 
culture be reduced by Rs. 100. (Want of proper provision for 
improvement of Agriculture). 

Kiii EMDADUL HOQUE: 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 11,49,000 under the head “ 34 B. — Agriculture ” be reduced by 
Re. 1. (No funds placed at the disposal of local bodies, preferably 
union boards, to instruct the village cultivators in improved method 
of Agriculture). 

Sir, I rise to put forward this motion with a view to criticise the 
policy of the Agriculture Department. We are vitally concerned with 
agricultural matters. India is an agricultural country and it is 
famous for its agriculture. Sir, there is no country in the world 
whose soil is more fertile than India. It is so fertile that only a bit 
of endeavour w’ill be sufficient to enrich the prospects of the agri- 
cultural section of the people of this country. But who cares for the 
agricultural people? Who cares for the peasants? Upon agricul- 
tuie is dependent the j)rospects of the other classes of people but 
nobody cares for them. We hear of many things, we hear of the 
Agriculture Department and we hear of agriculture officers. But 
these things seem to be all bluff. We do not find that the condition 
of the peasants of Bengal has been improved in the least ever since 
the British Government ha.s taken hold of India. Their condition has 
remained miserable. The agricultural people are getting day by day 
feebler and feebler for want of food and their cattle are also getting 
feebler on account of want of pasturage. Both peasants and cattle 
are dying. Now the only plea put forward by the Government is 
want of funds and for this want of funds nothing is done in connection 
with agriculturew There may be some truth in this, but the thing is 
if Government has a mind to do something for the improvement of 
the peasantry of Bengal they can do it. Its funds may be very 
limited and its resources may be circumscribed; but it can in con- 
junction with local bodies certainly improve the condition of the 
peasants. It can approach the district boards, it can approach the 
local boards and union boards. The union boards are said to be self- 
governing institutions. Now if this be the case, then the Govern- 
ment with the help of these self-governing institutions can do some- 
thing to improve the condition of the agriculturists. Demonstrators 
may be placed at the disposal of the union boards and these demon- 
strators may with the assistance of the union board fund keep up an 
agricultural store wherein seeds, agricultural implements and various 
hinds of manures may be stored. I think the union boards should be 
encouraged to spend money for this purpose. The union boards want 
to improve the condition of the agricultural people and their main 
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ciuty should be to improve the condition of the peasants because until 
this is done, everything else would be useless. There is no class or 
community which can exist if the condition of agriculture is not 
improved. In fact, the very existence of the Government depends 
upon their labour. If they fail to produce anything and if their 
agricultural work is stopped for some time then the condition will be 
very bad. As the agricultural question is the most vital question, I 
think the Government will make an attempt to improve the condition 
of the agricultural people and provide the union boards with sufficient 
funds for this purpose so that they may supply manures and seeds at 
a cheap rate to the agriculturists. 

With these few words I beg to move the motion that stands in my 
name. 

Mfi JOGE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, in spite of the imperfect 
acoustic of this House which prevented me from following very closely 
the speech of Mr. Rose, I think I heard him correctly when he 
enumerated some objections which the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
put forward against a Jute Board. I believe one objection was that 
Government interference is to be deprecated. Sir, may I tell this 
House one fact which occurred during the time when the Great War 
was l)eing fought in Europe? I come from the Dacca district which 
as the centre of jute. When the war was going on the cultivators had 
grown jute, and the cost of cultivation had been calculated and 
expected to be Rs. 8 per maund, but the price that was being offered 
at that time to the cultivators varied between Rs. 2-4 and Rs. 3 per 
maund. At that time Mr. French was the Commissioner of the Dacca 
Division and Mr. Birley was the Collector of the Dacca di.strict. 
Some members of the district board brought this to the notice of the 
officials that Government or at least Government officers ought to do 
something towards preventing the miseries of the cultivators who were 
being compelled to part with jute at l /4th price of their cost of pro- 
duction. Mr. French, Mr. Birley and myself went to Narayanganj 
and interviewed the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce. 

4 p.m. 

The Secretary to the Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce first 
started the conversation and I found the attitude of the Narayanganj 
Chamber so hostile that after alwut a quarter of an hour^s conversa- 
tion the two officials, namely, the Commissioner of the Dacca Division 
and the Magistrate of the Dacca district thought that I had better 
go and wait somewhere else because they did not like me to hear the 
terms in which their countr^Tuen, the members of the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce, were addressing the people who are taking 
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It is iiie Narayanganj Chamber of Commerce who deal in jute and if 
they can get it at a cheaper price it is none of your business or Gov- 
ernment business to come and tell as about buying jute at a cost less 
than that of production and all that sort of thing.*' From that date 
I (iSLme to know that though the I.C.S. gentlemen thought that they 
-were all powerful yet they had very little power when they had to 
■deal with their own countrymen carrying on business in this country. 
Therefore I say that when my friends over there say that Government 
interference is very much deprecated it naturally I'eminds me of this 
instance. I know that the Collector said that people were going to 
the jute market with the jute and some of them hanged themselves 
with the jute they could not dispose of because they knew that star- 
vation stared them in the face unless they could sell it. They tried 
to sell it individually to one or two firms. I may tell you that a 
continental firm had at last agreed to send round their launch with 
some boats so that cultivators could bring on their jute and sell them. 
When this was done we found that there was a difficulty. There is 
aomething like a padm/i hata^ a weighing machine, and it is by a 
swing of this weighing machine that a great d?al of profit is made 
in the business. That is what I came to know when the experiment 
of weighing jute of some of the cultivators directly by the jute com- 
panies was being carried on. Therefore I say from experience and I 
hope the Members of the Government benches will take this fact 
from me and then decide whether they should support the motion for 
a Jute Board which aims at securing the interest of the raiyats with 
regard to the standard of measurement, standard of sale of jute and 
with regard to securing a fair value for the jute they produce. I say 
that on this one instance I can safely assure the Government benches 
that there is necessity for Government interference because the 
business is carried on in a way — not as other business is carried on — 
that they can take undue advantage of a situation and they will not 
be very solicitous of the interest of the growers when their interest 
is in conflict with theirs. 

Mr. Rose has also given an eloquent te.stimony to the Agriculture 
Department. He said that there was one fact — I mean the sale of 
eeeds by the Agriculture Department — that spoke volumes about that 
"department. I may tell Mr. Rose — unfortunately he is not here but 
I will tell Mr. Rose's friends of the European group who I am sure 
will convey it to him — that this sale, if any credit is due for it, is due 
also to another business man, namely, Mr. Gordon and others who 
bave taken a contract to eupply them. Therefore the sale of seeds 
bas progressed very well, but I may say that in this matter also the 
Agriculture Department has not been able to meet all the necessitiea 
of the proviiice because there is much more need of seeds than tho 
department chooses to supply. 
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With regard to the Agriculture Department, as my friend has toU 
the House, it publishes the statistics of the production of jute in this, 
copntry, but has the department ever attempted to tell the people of 
this country what the demands from the different countries are with 
regard to jute? Has the department ever attempted to tell tlje 
growers of jute that there is likely to be a demand for one particular 
quality rather than for another? Has the department ever given 
any forecast of what the total demand would be in a particular year 
or in several years? That they have not done. 

Therefore as regards jute cultivation, apart from telling the people? 
about Eakia Bombai and all that, I do not think that the department 
has done anything to help the growers of jute. 

Along with this I shall take this opportunity of telling the House 
that the Agriculture Department has absolutely failed in its duty 
when they so long, from 1913 up to the present day, failed to tackle 
the problem which is the greatest menace to agriculture, I mean,, 
water-hyacinth. It is very well known that since 1913 committees 
have been appointed to deal with this. There was Sir J. 
Bose’s committee who reported about this menace and who also said 
that there would be a drop — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think we are not di.scussing that. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: I think the motion of Kazi 
Emdadul Hoque for a reduction of Re. 1 is a token cut wherein I can 
criticise the policy of the department. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you must not forget and confine your 
remarks to the reasons given by the Kazi Saheb as the basis of hia 
motion. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA; 1 shall abide by your ruling^ 
8ir, and I will not say anything on the general policy of the depai-t- 
ment. 

With regard to the Agriculture Department I have got to make 
this remark. We all know that the productivity of the soil in British 
India has decreased whereas the productivity of the soil in all Native 
States has increased, that shows that the Agriculture Department has- 
not been doing its duty properly. 

Reverting to the question of the iTute Board I say with all the 
emphasis that I ean command that the Agriculture Commission has 
recommended it and recommended it with a full sense of responsibility. 
They have found out how the jute growers though they enjoy a mono- 
poly of a certain kind of crop have not been able to get any advantage 
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alihongii they toil hard for it and although they have got to sufier ali 
kinds of privation. The jute cultivation has now become a costly 
alfair and the growers are always at the time of the close of the jute 
season tantalised by oh'ers of high prices but when the full crop is on 
the market the price is shortened. In this way the laboui’ers are- 
being impoverished. They may get some money but when their account 
is settled finally it is found that the prices are all shortened and their 
ultimate account is lesser and they do not prosper as they should if 
they could possibly regulate the jute business in the province of 
Bengal. 

TN Hon’bla Nawab lahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI OHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Mr. President, Sir, in rising 
to oppose these motions I think it hardly necessary to state that the 
Government of Bengal recognise the supreme importance of jute to* 
this province. The Government of Bengal are in full agreement 
with the views of the Royal Commission on Agriculture that should! 
anything serious happen to the jute growing or jute manufacturing 
industry, a severe blow would be struck at the prosperity of Bengal. 
The Government therefore agree with the mover of the motion that 
the question of constituting a Central Jute Committee should ba 
examined at the earliest possible moment. But, Sir, I would like 
to point out that three provinces are concerned in the subject. Bihar 
and Orissa and Assam have laige jute growing tracts, and it is obvious 
they must be consulted. Financially the Government of India are 
closely interested, a.s the movei pointed out, since they derive a larga^ 
income from the export duty on raw and manufactured jute. It is,, 
therefore, clear that the initial step in this mutter should be taken by 
the Government of India which will probably do so in consultation with* 
the three provinces concerned. I would further point out, Sir, that 
the Royal Commission proposed an annual grant of Rs. 5 lakhs for the 
Jute Committee and it is gratifying to observe their opinion that this 
should be a charge on Central Revenues. I do not know whether the 
mover of the motion wishes to suggest that the cost should be borne 
by the Government of Bengal. If that ih his idea, then. Sir, I oppose 
it strongly; and I have no doubt that in this respect Mr. Barker wilF 
give me his support. The Government of Bengal are awaiting a 
communication when they propose to take up this subject with the 
provinces concerned and I can assure the House, Sir, that the best 
interest of those who grow jute, those who handle and transport jute* 
and those who manufacture it will have the constant careful attention 
of this Government. But until the Government of India take action it 
•is premature to discuss details. And further, so long as the Govern- 
ment of India appropriates to itself tbe revenues derived from the jute 
export duty the Government of Bengal will press strongly that the cost 
of the Central Jute Committee, if and when constituted, be met fron» 
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Central funds. Before leaving this part of the subject I desire to 
.acknowledge the generous assistance of the jute industry in the dis- 
tribution of good seed. t 

Sir, I may say at once that I have a triple line of defence to the 
attack which has been made on the staff of the Agricultural Depart- 
ttient. My first is that this service is recruited mainly from people 
who hold high scientific qualifications. The cadre in its different 
■sections includes graduates in science and agriculture from the leading 
-colleges in India, England and even from America. If the mover of 
■the resolution thinks that the instruction imparted in the agricultural 
and scientific departments of the leading universities throughout the 
world is utterly useless, then I am afraid I cannot argue with him, 
and I feel sure that this House which has always shown a deep appic- 
ciation of the necessity of scientific education will record its emphatic 
protest against his views. 

My second line of defence, Sir, is that the work of the Agricul- 
tural Department has actually produced results of the utmost value. 
1 am afraid the department does not get anything like sufficient 
credit for the valuable work it has already done, and although 
bulletins and pamphlets with useful lecommendations are published 
the general public and, I am sorry to say, even many members of this 
House are unware of what has been done. Perhaps I might quote a 
few illustrations. The improved jute seed produced by the department 
yields at least one maund per bigha more fibre than ordinary local 
races. That this is not a fictitious claim is proved by the fact that 
the departmental jute is now grown on 700,000 bighas throughout 
the province. The increased yield must be at least 7 lakhs of maunds 
worth approximately Rs. 80 lakhs or nine times the total annual cost of 
“the Agiicultural Department. In respect of rice equally useful 
results have been achieved in different parts of the province. Special 
races of rice seed have been produced which yield at least one maund 
per bigha moi^ than the local variety. Several hundreds of thousands 
cf bighas of ground are now under these improved races and the 
inci’eased value of the produce must run into many lakhs of rupees. 
In respect of sugarcane and tobacco equally striking resultg have 
been achieved, but I will not detain the House by quoting figures. 
One striking fact, however, is worthy of mention. There are some 300 
private seed farms throughout the province working as private enter- 
prises in co-operation wdth the Agricultural Department. If the 
•departmental effort was as unsuccessful as is alleged then I venture 
:to say that these private seed farms would not exist. 

My third line. of defence is that these admittedly valuable results 
■must be propagated throughout the agricultural community and for 
■that purpose a staff of District Agricultural OflSlcers and Demonstrators 
is employed. Here, too, I am afraid, the department suffers much 
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from ili-informed criticism. The work of these officers is under 
strict control. They are ^Ided by definite rules which have 
been carefully framed by expert officers and they pix)vide for 
superintendence of district farms and propaganda throughout the 
district. Propaganda takes the form of demonstration of improved 
seeds and manure, and the formation of associations, the 
establishment of private seed farms and practical instruction to the 
eons of cultivators at the farms. I agree that over such a large area 
as Bengal and with such a dense agricultural population progress with 
the existing staff cannot but be slow. But year by year the efforts of 
the department are maintained. The work of the officers is becoming 
more widely known and appreciated and I think this House will agree 
that we are only at the beginning of the development of the agricul- 
tural wealth of the province. To condemn the work in its initial 
stages is surely the height of unwisdom and I would ask this House 
to record its views in no uncertain manner. 

Sir, with regard to motion No. 694, the mover desired that the 
Government of Bengal should place funds at the disposal of local 
bodies and preferably union boards in order to enable them to convey 
instructions to local cultivators in improved methods of agidculture. 
Now', Sir, my first observation is that district boards and union 
boards are already overburdened with duties of even more pressing 
nature than the improved agriculture however important that may be, 
and until these local authorities are able to overtake the immense 
task which has been placed upon their shoulders in other directions it 
would not be reavsonuble to expect them to discharge any direct func- 
tions in connection with agriculture. Further, I would point out that 
no demand of this chara(‘ter has been made by local or union Ixiards, 
and I would suggest that they are the proper authorities to take the 
initiative in this matter rather than this Council. 

I w'ould point out, however, that Government have made every 
effort to enlist the interest of distritd boards in this subject by invit- 
ing them to co-operate in the establishment and management of farms 
in co-operation with the professional advisers of the department. It 
has been recognised by Government that district boards should have a 
voice in the management of farms to the extent to which they con- 
tribute either by way of land or money towards maintenance cost, 
and certain district boards have, in fact, agreed to assist the depart- 
ment on these lines. 

It is hardly necessary to say that a union board would not be able 
to employ or control usefully an expert adviser under its control. 
The subject of agricultural improvement is neither easy nor simple. 
On the scientific side the utmost skill and care are required if money 
is not to be wasted. Equally propaganda must be well-directed and 
must be based on facts for which the chief officers of the department 
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accept full responsibility. To give a cultivator advice which resulta 
in loss is worse than useless and might give the work a set-back from 
which it would take many years to recover. I would therefore sub- 
mit that the proper course is that which is now followed by Govern- 
ment, namely, the entertainment of a well-trained staff distributed 
throughout the province and engaged in instructing cultivators in the 
advanced methods and ideas which are worked out in the central and 
district farms. Government at present can see no possibility of 
working out the idea of fhe mover of this motion and I would ask the 
House to accept that view and reject this motion. 

Sir, I oppose all these motions. 

(A voice: Very good!) 

The motion of Babu Naliniranjan Barker was then put and a divi- 
sion taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


AhftffiAd, MAuIvi Katiruddin. 

AhfiMd, KMn BAliAdur Mauivi imaduddia. 
dasahi, tabu Romat Chandra. 

■anarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

■anarjaa, Babu Proinatha Nath. 

Biawaa, Babu turandra Nath. 

Boia, Babu Bajey Kriahna. 

Chaudhuri, Mauivi Nurul Nur. 

Outt, Babu laral Kumar. 

Qhoaa, Babu Amarandra Nath, 
anaah Maulihi Mr. tatyandra Chandra. 
Qupta, Mr. JoBaah Chandra. 

Noqua, Kati Imdadul. 

Hvaaihi Khan Bahadur Mauivi tyad 

Naqbul. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Khan, Babu Dabandra Lai. 

Khan, Khan lahib Mauivi Muaiiam Ali. 


Maiti, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Maitra, trijut Jogandra Nath. 
Mukarjaa, trijut Taraknath. 

Nandy, Manaraj Kumar tria Chandra. 
Naakar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit. 

Rahim, Sir Abd*ur.. 

Rahman, Mauivi thamaur* 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur*. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud tankar. 

Ray, trijut Radha Bobinda. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. 0. N. 

tanyal, Babu taahindra Narayan. 
tarkor, Babu Naliniranjan. 
ton, trijut Nagondra Nath, 
ton Qupta, Mr. J. M. 
tuhrawardy, Mr. H. t. 


NOES. 


Blair, Mr. 4. R. 

CaiMlIt, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, tht Hon'blo Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 
Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cohan, Mr. 0. 4. 

Oath, Mr. A. 4. 

Drummond, Mr. 4. M. 

Pyfo, Mr. 4. H. 

QhOM, Mr. M. C. 

Ollihritt, Mr. R. N. 

Quha, Mr. P. N. 

Oumor, Mr. C. W. 

Hogg, Mr. Q. P. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. t. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 


Marr, the Hon'blo Mr. A. 

MeClutkio, Mr. E. T. 

Mittor, tht Hon'blo tir Provath Chundor. 
Moborly, tht Hon'blo Mr. A. N. 

Mukorji, Mr. t. C. 

Philip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Ray, Babu turondra Nath. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Rom, Mr. 0. F. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Pratad tingh. 
tarkor, Rai tahib Robati Mahan, 
ttaploton, Mr. H. E. 

Tato, Major Oonoral Qodfroy. 

Thompoan, Mr. W. H. 

Travort, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 35 and the Noes 33, the following motion was 
carried: — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 61,600 under the head * 34B. — Agri- 
culture — Transferred — Superintendence ^ be reduced by Rs. 101 (to 
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disctm the desirability of having a Jute Board for the improvement 
of tho jute trade industry and the functions of such Board, etc.).” 

The motion of Maulvi Shamsur-llahman was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Satyendra Chandra Ghosh Manlik was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Kazi Emdadul Hoque was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As the time-limit has been reached, I will put 
the demand for grant, as amended by this Council, to the vote. 

The time-limit under the head “ 34. — Agriculture ” having been 
reached, the following motions were not put : — 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE and Maulvi 8YED ABDUR 
RAUF: “That the demand of Rs. 21,000 under the head ^34C. — Co- 
operative credit — Pay of Registrar * be reduced by Rs. 9,000.*^ 

Mr. D. N. ROY: “ That the demand of Rs. 2,86,726 under the head 
^ 34C. — Agriculture — Co-operative Credit — Pay of establishment — 
Inspectors and Auditors ’ be refused.^’ 

Maulvi 8HAM8UR-RAHMAN: “That the demand of Rs. 6,72,000 
under the head ‘ 34C. — Co-operative Credit ' be reduced by 
Rs. 2,00,000.” 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: “That the demand of 
Rs. 6,72,000 under the head ‘ 34C. — Co-operative Credit ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 100 (to call attention to the mal-administration of the department 
^renerally).” 

Babu BEJOY KRI8HNA B08E: “ That the demand of Rs. 6,72,000 
under the head ‘ 34C. — Co-operative Credit ' be reduced by Rs. 100 
<to condemn the way affairs are administered and the increase in ex- 
j)enditure).” 

Brijut RADHA COBINDA RAY: “That the demand of Rs. 6,72,000 
under the head ‘ 34C. — Co-operative Credit ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 
~^to raise a discussion on the general policy and administration ol the 
Department).” 

Brijut TARAKNATH MUKERJCA: “That the demand of 
He. 6,72,000 under the head ‘34C. — ^Agriculture-— Co-operative Credit' 
he reduced by Be. 1 (to discuss the present system of work).'- 
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Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: the demand of Rs. 6,72,000 

under the head ‘ 34C. — Co-operative Credit * be reduced by Re. 1. 
< Unsatisfactory working of the Department).’’ 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: That the demand of 

Rs. 6,72,000 under the head ‘ 34C. — Co-operative Credit ’ be reduced 
by Re. 1. (Inadequate auditing staf).” 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: That the demand of 

Rb. 23,91,000 under the head ‘ 34C. — Agriculture ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 101 (to criticise the policy and inactivity regarding watei 
hyacinth).” 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: ‘That the demand of 
Rs. 23,91,000 under the head ‘ 34. — Agi iculture ’ be reduced by 

Rs. 100. (Want of a definite policy of Government and failure to 
accept the recommendations of its advisers).” 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH GHOSE: That the demand of 

Rs. 23,91,000 under the head ‘ 34. — Agriculture ’ be reduced by 

Rs. 2 (to discuss the general policy of Government in connection with 
Veterinary charges, original works and Co-operative Credit).” 

Mauivi ASIMUDDIN AHAMAD: That the demand of 

Rs. 23,91,000 under the head ‘ 34. — Agricultuie (Reserved and Trans- 
ferred) ’ be reduced by Rs. 2. (Rolicv ju lej^aid to giants of agri- 
cultural loans).” 

Mauivi SYED ABDUR RAUF; ‘That the demand of 

Rs. 23,91,000 under the head ‘34. — Agiiculture’ be reduced by 

Re. 1 (to express dissatisfaction with the general policy of the Gov- 
ernment and specially with the appointment of two Assistants to the 
Cattle Expert).” 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA; That the demand of 
Rs. 23,91,000 under the head * 34. — Agriculture ’ be reduced by 

Re. 1 (to discuss the question of re-establishing an Agricultural School 
at Chinsura).” 

Mauivi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: ‘That the demand of 
Rb. 23,91,000 under the head ‘ 34. — Agriculture ’ be reduced by 

Re. 1 (to express disapproval of the action of the Government in ap- 
propriating audit fees realised from societies to general revenue 
instead of utilising the same for the purpose for which they are realized 
and also to criticise the administration generally).” 
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tffijllt BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: That the demand of 
Rfl. 23,91,000 under the head * 34. — Agriculture ’ be reduced by 
Re. 1 (as a mark of want of confidence of this House). 

BrIJilt RADHA GOBI NO A RAYS That the demand of 
Rs. 23,91,000 under the head ‘ 34. — Agriculture (Reserved and Trans- 
feri'ed)’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy of the Department 
and the neglect of agriculture by the Government).’' 

Mftulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs “ That the demand of 
Rs. 23,91,000 under the head ‘ 34. — Agriculture ’ be reduced by Re. 1. 
(Agricultural policy and inadequacy of service rendered by the* 
Department).” 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: ‘ That the demand of 
Rs. 23,91,000 under the head ‘34. — Agriculture (Reserved and Trans- 
ferred)’ be reduced by Re. 1. (General judicy).’’ 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 23,91,000, as amended by the Council, 
be granted for ex])enditure under the head ” 34. — Agriculture ” wa& 
then put and agreed to. 

[At 4-30 p.m. the Council was adjourned tor prayer and it re- 
a8^embled at 4-45 p.m.] 


35.~> Industries. 

The Hon’bie Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Mr. President, Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 12,78,000 he granted for expenditure under the head’ 
“35. — Industries.” 

This budget provides for the Electrical Adviser; the Industries 
Department proper (including expenditure on technical and industriaF 
education and industrial development) ; and Cinchona Plantations in 
Bengal. Very little explanation is required in regard to the Electrical’ 
Adviser and Cinchona Plantations budgets. The estimates provide for 
the normal requirements of the departments except for small increases 
due to increments to ofiBcers and their staff. The small provision of 
Rs. 1,500 in the Cinchona budget for a dynamo is required for work- 
ing the tablet machines recently installed at the Government factory 
at Mungpoo. The dynamo at present in use is small and is not power- 
ful enough for working the present machinery. It will be sold. 

Turning to the Industries Department, I may be permitted to say 
at the outset that financial stringency has been a great handicap to- 
extension of the activities of the department, but I am in a position t<^ 
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.say that this department has not altogether been left out in the cold. 
According to the policy of Government to stimulate technical and 
industrial education mainly by means of grants-in-aid, provision has 
been made for an additional grant of Rs. 30,000 a year thereby raising 
the total amount of grants-in-aid to Rs. 2,78,000. 

The manufacture of soap and shellac as cottage industries has been 
investigated with encouraging results. With a view to stimulate 
this industry and to instruct people in the improved methods provi- 
sion has been made for the entertainment of a small party of skilled 
workers who will go round in the mufassal and give practical demon- 
strations. 

The item tor purchase of four theodolites for the Technical School 
at Rangpur hardly requires explanation. These are required for 
replacing unserviceable instruments as well as for meeting additional 
requirements of the students of the survey class. 

At the Bengal Tanning Institute it has been found desirable to 
train the students in the art of boot and shoe making so that they may 
take up this industry on their own account at a much smaller cost than 
is recjuired for opening tanneries. In recent years young men of the 
hhcuJraloJf class have taken to this profession but for want of technical 
knowledge they are still in the hands of those who are engaged in the 
manufacture of boots and shoes. The establishment of a boot and shoe 
making department in the Institute will, it is hoped, go a great way 
to solve the problem of unemployment and open up a new avenue to 
young men of the middle class. 

It is a matter of common knowledge that the people engaged in the 
manufacture of brass and bell-metal articles, have been following the 
old and laborious processes of their forefathers. The Industries 
Department has been able to devise improved processes of work and is 
now in a position to demonstrate these processes. It is proposed to 
employ a trained staff for demonstration in selected centres among the 
brass and bell-metal workers in the province. 

As regards State Technical Scholarships Government have decided 
to extend the present programme of granting two scholarships each 
year for another five years from 1929-30. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* I think we should have one discussion on 
motions Nos. 716 to 724. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

EaSM MANMATHA NATH ROYS That the demand of 
Rs. 45,000 under the head *35 A. — Industries (Reserved) — Superin- 
tendence ’ be reduced by Rs. 100. (Policy of superintendence).” 
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Mint RAOHA CORINOA RAYt That the demand of 

Be. 1,66,000 under the head ‘ 35A. — Industries (Transferred) — ^Direo- 
tion * be reduced by Rs. 50,000.” 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY, Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE, 
Mauivi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL, Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR- 
HAHMAN, Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE and Mauivi KHORSHED 
ALAM CHOUDHURY. '' That the demand of Rs. 1,13,000 under 
the head ‘ 35 A. — Industries (Transferred) — Industrial Development ’ 
be reduced by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy of management of the 
Bengal Tanning Institute under the part-time Superintendent).” 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: ” That the demand of 

Rs. 1,13,000 under the head ‘ 35A. — Industries — Industrial Develop- 
ment ’ be reduced by Re. 1 (to di.scuss the insufficiency of the grant).” 

Babu ROMES CHANDRA BAGCHI: Sir, 1 l>eg to move that the 
demand fur Hs. 1,13,000 under the head “ 35A. — Industrial Develop- 
ment ” be reduced by Re. 1. (Urgent necessity of deveb^ping silk 
industiy of Bengal by introducing improved meihods of reeling and 
spinning, etc.). 

Sii , by this motion I beg to draw the attention of the Government 
to the dying silk industry ot Bengal. Bengal was once famous for its 
silk, but foreign silk owing to its fineness and cheapness is practically 
commanding our market. My own district Malda is still the biggest 
silk producing district of Bengal. The value of the raw silk it pro- 
duces is nearly a crore of rupees per year. In any free country this 
raw silk would have i)roduced finished silk cloth to the value of at least 
ten to fifteen crores of rupees per year. But the immense possibilities 
of this industry have been totally ignored and are still being overlooked. 

The defects from which •mr silk suffers may be remedied if proper 
attention is given by the authorities to remove them. Our silk as a 
manufactured product i.s inferior in texture and fineness to foreign 
silk. Our spinner cannot spin to a given count as they spin in the old 
method. Again, their reeling is also defective. It is the old method 
prevalent in this country which is another reason why the Indian silk 
is not much in demand. If improved methods of reeling and spinning 
can be introduced, there is no reason why with other improvements in 
the direction, reducing the cost of production and improving its 
quality, our silk will fail to compete with foreign silk. At present the 
Government silk farm at Malda devote their attention to supply 
disease-free seeds to rearers. But ns this is a necessary item for im- 
proving our silk the importance of introducing new methods of reeling 
and spinning should not be overlooked. I think the matter will be 
considered by Government experts along with the broad question of 

40 
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iow to revive our gilk industry *i5i order^iw-^Mmble it to eompeto iritk 
foreign silk and I bope Gu^mrainent experts will devote th^tr wttcoitim 
to this important aspect of the question. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ^ That the demand *1 
Its. 8,61,000 under the head ‘ 35 A. — Industries (Transferred)’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100. (Discuss the policy of the Department).” 

Mauivi EYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL, Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR- 
RAHMAN, Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE, Dr. KUMUD^ 
8ANKAR RAY, Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE and Mauivi KHORSHED 
ALAM CHOUDHURY: “That the demand of Rs. 1,21,600 under 
the head ‘ 35A. — Industries (Transferred) — Pay of officers ’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy of Government to maintain a highly 
paid Principal for the Serampore Government Weaving Institute).” 

Babu 8ARAL KUMAR DUTT. Sir, I beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,98,000 under the head ” 35A. — Industries (Transferred) — 
Technical and Industrial Schools ” l>e reduced by Re. 1 [to coll atten- 
tion to the need for developing the Barisal Technical School (pro- 
vincialised) into a useful institution by giving effect to the scheme 
already prepared by the Government but kept in abeyance for more 
than a couple of years.] 

My object for moving this token cut has already been stated. 

This school has become a useless and scandalous institution. It is 
simply dragging on a moribund existence and no useful purpose can 
be served by it unless it is immediately re-organised. I am not an 
expert in technical subjects, so let me refer to what the officials of 
this department say : — 

“It has been realised that running as at present means expense 
without any return. All the members of the managing committee 
including the District Magistrate agree that the school should be either 
improved or closed down.” 

The same report says that the present arrangement is most unsatis- 
factory. The appliances are primitive and inadequate and the train- 
ing does little to improve the earning capacity of boys when they 
leave. 

This school was started by the Bakurganj District Board in 1890,. 
t.c., nearly 40 years ago. The Board found it beyond their financial 
capacity to run this school and decided to hand it over to Government. 

The school was provincialised in 1909 and since then it has been run 
by Government; the Board merely granting Rs. 2,000 a year for the 
stipends of poor boys. 
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(liiXtenfliTe lands costings Rs. 65,000 were acquired in 1914 for the 
purpose of erecting buildings for hostel accommodation and locating 
the workshop of the school. 

5 p.m. 

A scheme for expansion was drawn up in 1919, plans and estimates 
were submitted and administrative sanction of Government was obtained 
for Rs. 1,06,000. 

In 1922, the estimate was revised, it passed through a long process 
of red-tape, the question of deprovincialisation according to the Re- 
trenchment Committee Report was discussed and finally the scheme was 
kept in abeyance for enhanced prices of materials due to the Great War. 

After that, the plea was that the estahlishmeiit of a National 
Technical School had adversely affe<‘ted the interest of the school. Hut 
this school is not now in existence, all that remains of it is a small 
cutlery factory where willing students are admitted. 

Now, Sir, the coast is (dear and there will be no difficulty for 
smooth sailing of the school. No more obstacles in the way, no 
national school to threaten its existence, no Great Wai to enhance the 
( ost of materials. We do not understand what is at the bock of the 
minds of the authorities of the Industries Department. After having 
given a promise, they ought not to go back upon their words. 1 may 
read from the Annual Administration Report of the Department of 
Industries for 1926. It you, Sir, turn to page 28, paragiaph 107 of that 
Report, you will find that a promise was made. This is what the 
Report says ; — 

These give a preliminary training to artisans and technical 
students who intend to work as mistries, contractors oi manufactuiers 
or go on as recruits to the senior technical schools. The (existing 
schools refjuire reorganisation, apart from the fact that Government 
desire the four Government schools to serve as mwlel institutions, 

In the list, the Barisal school stands first. But since then nothing 
has been done. 

Government have been spending nearly Rs. 10,000 a year for the 
maintenance of this school and has already invested a sum of 
Rs. 65,000 for the purchase of lands. Having spent so much, is it 
right to cry ** halt ”? Government ought to make it a siiccess or save 
this enormous annual waste of money by abfdishing it. 

I understand that the Industries Department is trying to gain pub- 
lic confidence and the Inspector of Technical Schools and the Industrial 
Engineer are sparing no pains to make this department popular. I 
hope they will try to convince the departmental authorities the im- 
mediate need for reorganisation of the school. 
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If I get any sympathetic assurance from the Hon’ble Member-in* 
charge, f may not press this motion. 

The foJlowing motion was called but not moved: — 

Babu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: ^ That the 
demand of Its. 5,82,000 under the head ‘ 35A. — ^Industries — Industrial 
Education ' be reduced by Be. 1 (to draw attention to the importance 
of establishing a Technological Institute).^’ 

SECRETARY U> GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of AGRI- 
CULTURE and INDUSTRIES (Mr. G. P. Hogg): Sir, I 
rise to reply to the two points which have been raised in 
the course of this debate. The first relates to the silk industry which, 
it is well known I presume to all members of this House, has not been 
flourishing for a number of years. Now, Sir, the Government of 
Bengal had its notice brought some years ago to the condition of this 
industry, and in the year 1921, i.e., during the first Ministry under the 
Iteforms, this subject was taken up. A scheme was initiated and in 
1927 a silk weaving institute was opened at Berhampore, the centre of 
the silk industry in Bengal. That institute is equipped with power 
looms of the latest description, and a large number of students have 
been attracted to it by the grant of scholarships on a very liberal scale. 
Government have awarded in the lower classes 30 scholarships and in 
the advanced course 20 scholarships. A large number of candidates 
come forward, and the school is now in a flourishing condition. But 
the interest of the Government of Bengal in the silk industry does not 
end there. Tlie Silk Co-operative Union of Malda has been extending 
its activities lapidly, and in the current year the Government of Bengal 
propose to grant to that socuety a loan of Ks. 50,000 free of interest to 
enable them to extend their activities in the silk rearing industry. It 
is hoped that by the combination of these two forms of assistance some- 
thing may be done to restore the silk industry of Bengal to its former 
prosperity. 

Then, Sir, the other point that has been raised relates to the school 
at Barisal. It is perhaps within the recollection of members of this 
House that the Retrenchment Committee recommended that four 
schools in the province of Bengal should be retained under the control 
of Government and developed as model institutions. The school at 
Barisal is one of these institutions and the Government of Bengal have 
given their approval to a proposal to rebuild the institution at a 
capital cost of Rb. 1,33,000. The cost for machinery will be .about 
Ba. 42,000 (T speak in round figures) and the recurring cost will be 
between Rs. 14,000 apd Rs, 15,000. I need hardly say that that scheme 
will be put into effect — the House may easily guess what I am going 
to aay next — as soon as funds are available. Until funds are available, 
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notlong can be done to put this scbeme into operation, but 1 would 
submit that by the provision of a large sum in this budget for ihe 
expansion of the field of technical education, namely, Rr. 4,85,000 out 
of a total budget of Rs. 8,81,000 or roughly 66 per cent, of the total,, 
the Government of Bengal have shown that they have the best interests 
of technical education in the province of Bengal constantly bcfore'them, 
I would therefore oppose these motions. 


Babu 8ARAL KUMAR DUTT: May 1 ask a question in this con* 
nection, Sir? That question is, so far as I could understand the Hon'ble 
Member, he has told the House that as soon as funds will permit, Gov* 
ernment will cany the organisation scheme into effect. But may I 
know the approximate time when they expect to do so? 

The Hon^Me Nawah Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanhari: It is not possible to say, Sir. 


Babu R0ME8 CHANDRA BACCHI* I beg leave to withdraw luy 
motion. 

The motion of Balm Homes Chandra Bagchi was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

The motion of Balm Saral Kumai Dutt was then put and bwt. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Mr. 8ATYENDRA CHANDRA CH08H MAULIK: * That the 
demand of Rs. d,d6,000 under the head ‘ H5B, — (hnchona jduntations ' 
be reduced by Rs. 100. (Want of steps for free HUpj)l\ of ipiinine in 
malaria-stricken locality) . ’ ’ 


Mr. PRE8IDENT. I will now’ take np motions Nt)s. 730 to 743, and 
there will be one discussion on them. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 


Mr. dOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Thnt the demand of 
Rs. 12,78,000 under the head * 35. — Industries ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 101. (Policy of the department — aid to industries' technical edu- 
cation. insufficiency).’* 

Babu BEilOY KRISHNA BOSE: That the demand of Rs. 12 78,000 
under the head ‘ 35. — Industries ’ be reduced by Rs. 100. (Inadequacy 
of the amount of the grant and want of a clear and definite policy),” 
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I ' tfijllt RADHA COAINOA RAY* I beg to moTe that the demand 
ef Rs. 12,78,000 under the head “ 35. — Industries (Reserved and Trans- 
ferred) be reduced by Re. 1 (to raise a discussion on the general 
policy and administration of the department). 

Sir, the object of my motion is to raise a discussion on the general 
policy and administration of the department. The industrial problem 
of Bengal is no less critical than the problem of health, agriculture 
and irngation. The industries of the province have been completely 
ruined during the Bi*itish rule. The English ruler's have made no 
attempt whatsoever to improve the industries of the province. On 
the contrary, they have made systematic attempts to cripple and 
crush the cottage industries of the land in older to make this country* 
the durnjiitig giound of British industrial products. The cruel methods 
em]doyed duiing the rule of the East India (\>mpany are indeed a 
painful reading. The poor weavers of Bengal were tortured and put 
to all sorts (d difficulties simply because they were not in a position 
to carry out the uns(*rupulous and cruel demands made by the British 
traders. Now, Sir, the present Govei*iiment have established the 
Indusines Department with the ostensible object of improving the 
industries of the province with what effect we know very well! This 
depai'tment spends Ks. 1,85,000 for directing the industrial develop- 
ment of this [irovince. What the policy of this department is, I 
must frankly ( onfess, 1 have not l)een able to understand. From the 
budget figures we find that there are several officers in this depart- 
ment directing the industries, perhaps writing out reports. Perhaps 
Government think that by writing out beautiful reports the industries 
of the proviiKc will be improved. What is the effect of keeping this 
department Y From rny personal knowledge I can say something, 
because 1 happen to live in a place where industries had once been 
the primary occiijiation of the people; but now all these industries 
have been ruined and those people who used to live on those industries 
are on the verge of .starvation. From my personal knowledge I can 
say that these industries have not been in the least improved by this 
department. The technical experts of this department sometimes go 
t-o these j)la<‘es with the ostensible object of teaching improved 
methods of industry to the artisan clas.ses. But they generally come 
back withimt giving any practical demonstration of real value to the 
ai'tisaii classes. I myself have watched some several such demon- 
strations in my native town of Bishnupur and I may tell this House 
that all these demonstrutions have pi’oved absolute failures. 

5-15 p.in. 

Sir, So far as my experience goes their technical knowledge is 
merely theoretical and they are not in a position to give any practical 
help to the various industries of the province. 
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sir, lor iadustriid education Government spends Rs. 5,84,00(k 
Wlu^ is the industrial education that is beings imparted to students f 
The leiudents of the Serampore Weaving Institute after their final 
course of training are not even in a position to earn their livelihood 
by their technical knowledge. They always move about from door 
to door with the object of securing some job in some industrial school. 
And if they are asked to start a factory they will be in a hopeless 
what to do. They will say that our technical knowledge is so 
meagre and so low as not to admit us of the venture. Well, Sir, this 
is the lvj>e of knowledge which is being given in an institution like 
this. Sir, I ask the Member-in-charge to speak freely what is the 
real ide^ - what is the real principle and policy of the Industries 
Department. Sir, one word more and I have done. Sir, the weavers 
•of V^ishnupur subdivision about whom I spoke twice in this Council 
ure extiemely in a pitiable condition. I ask the Member-in-charge 
of this department whether he is in a position to give any substantial 
help to tliese people so that they may earn their livelihood by improved 
machineries which this department have been able by this time to 
intrmliK e. 


Babu BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 12,78,000 under the head “ 85. -Industries ” be 
reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that the Government is taking no 
nsteps for saving the silk and cotton industry in Bankura district and 
that no attempt is being made to save the weavers from ruin and, 
further, on the ground that the Government is making no attempt 
to improve industries in Bengal). 

In moving this token cut I l)eg to invite attention t)f Government 
to the deploraWe condition and the extreme poverty of the artisana 
of Bengal, especially the weavers of the districts of Bankura, Vishnu- 
pur, and other places. It is well known that before the advent of 
the British, the country was full of industries and the people werfe 
happy and contented. They used to earn their livelihood and main- 
tain their families. Sir, I do not want to trace the history of the 
ostablishment of foreign trade and commence in India at the cost of 
ruin of the industi-y of Bengal and other places. I would, however, 
remind members of this House that that history has no parallel in. 
the world. I know that the problom at present is very difficult. But 
my grievance is that the Government is not taking any steps to 
attempt to solve this problem. Government should appoint a Com- 
mittee oi Enquiry and should take the help of non-official members 
as well as the public. Government should purchase the cloth that 
they use in various departments from the local people and this would 
help the cotton industry in Bengal. It is a matter of great regret 
that we do nOt find the . same aualiiv of silk and ivory manuf acturee 
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vhicli used to be produced in Murshidabad and other places and it 
is the duty of the Government to save the people by saving the art 
and industries of this province. With these words I move my motion. 

Kui EMOADUL HOQUE: I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 12,78,000 under the head 35. — Industries (Reserved and Trans- 
ferred) ’’ be reduced by Re. 1. (Insufficiency of grant). 

Sir, I am aware that in maintaining the Department of Industries 
Government have to incur considerable expense for the upkeep of the- 
various offices. More money is spent on this rather than for any real 
Tyoi:k in the mufassal. Mere promulgating theories would not do. 
Materialisation of the scheme is necessary. In India there were 
various industries. In my own district ivory industry and sugar and 
tobacco industries at one time flourished considerably but they are in 
a moribund condition now. If Government can find funds for the 
revival of these industries, much good wdll be done. Government 
doe^H not seem to do anything in this direction. Sir, I do not depre- 
cate the exjiense of the offices of the department, I do not say that 
the establishment is not necessary at all. What I say is that if it 
is necessary to maintain offices it is also necessary to start factories 
and other things in the mufiissal; but it is not done. The money is 
not given (‘ommensurate with the real needs of the mufassal. I do 
not say that the officers who are appointed to run the department 
are doing absolutely no work. I do not deprecate their work but 
rather appreciate it. Rut what I say is this; that there is not suffi- 
cient funds at their disposal for doing substantial work in rural 
ai'eas. If funds are available these jieople will find scope for doing 
real good in the villages. In this connection I w'ould suggest that 
Government should allot some fund and jdace it at the disposal of 
the union boards. The union l)oards will supplement that fund and 
with this united fund they may encourage the villagers who are already 
carrying on industries in a very humble w^ay. If the villagers can 
get such support from the union boards then I am sure that in a very 
short time the Industries Department will be very much appreciated 
by the people. With these words I move my motion. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

BabU AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: That the demand of 
Rs. 12,78,000 under the head ‘ 35. — Industries (Reserved and Trans- 
ferred) ^ be reduced by Re. 1 (to protest against the inadequate pro- 
vision for the industrial development of the province).” 

Mailivi AB1MUDDIN AHAMAD: That the demand of 
Rfl. 12,78,000 under ihe head ‘ 35. — Industries (Reserved and Trans- 
ferred) * be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the policy pf Government in. 
regard to industry).” 
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TIM Hon'M* Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWA8 ALI CHAU> 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Sir, the first item that has 
been attacked in this budget is the expenditure under the head 
** Direction.” Now, Sir, I would point out that under this head in 
this budget there are many large and costly items which have no con- 
nection whatsoever with “Direction” or “Supervision” as such but 
appertain really to industrial development. These items include the 
salaries of the Industrial Chemist, the Industrial Engineer, the train- 
ing of textile demonstrators and the staff of the demonstration weav- 
ing parties. These officers were formerly attached to the Institute 
at Serampore, but la^t year were transferred to the control of the 
Director in Calcutta. This explains the increase of exjienditure under 
the head “Direction.” In actual fact this technical staff’ is employed 
continuously in the nnifassal in the demonstration of im])n>vetl 
methmls of weaving and dyeing in silk and cotton. These parties are 
following a definite progiainme which will eventually take them over 
the whole province and their work is properly that of development of 
industry and not direction. 

Similar observations appl\ to the work of the Industrial (’hemist 
who is emjiloyed entirely at the research lalmratoi’^’ on the ifivestiga- 
tion of raw materials available in this province and their suitability 
for use in industrial enterprises. Last year he made considerable 
progress in connection with oils and soaps. His work attracted the 
attention of a large number of jieojde interested in this industry, some 
of whom attended the laboratory for instruction. A course of train- 
ing was therefore staided for w^hich 140 candidates came forw’ard. 
Most of these were young men already engaged in the trade, or intend- 
ing to enter it. A small grouj) of apprentices w’as chosen from these 
candidates and they were jiut through a practical course in oil refin- 
ing and soap manufacture. At the same time a demonstration party 
was sent out to various places in the mufassal. Their methods 
attracted a widespread attention not only from the general public, 
but from those engaged in this manufacture. In eveiw locality a 
number of learners w’ere jiut through a definite coui-se and there is no- 
doubt that by this means a considerable improvement in the quality 
of Bengal soap will be achieved. Other subjects are receiving the 
attention of the Chemist and I would mention more particularly his 
success in improving the crude form in which shellac is sent out to 
Calcutta from the producing districts. Shellac demonstration party 
in Malda last year w^as an undoubted success and it will be retained 
in the coming year. In all his activities the Chemist is in direct 
contact with those engaged in industry under investigation and there- 
is every reason to believe that this section of the work will develoj^ 
rapidly in the immediate future. 
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In the Engineering section very similar progress falls to be record- 
ed. The Engineer has designed various simple machines to help the 
small industrialists. With the conch shell cutting machine 8,000 
rings weie cut free of cost last year for the artisans in Dacca. The 
machine has passed beyond the experimental stage and is in constant 
use. The paddy husking machine designed by the Engineer is now 
being sold at the rate of 800 per month and a small engineering work 
in Calcutta is engaged entirely on its manufacture. I trust, there- 
fore, that the House will agree that a large proportion of the expendi- 
ture under the head “ Direction is directly devoted to the develop- 
ment of industry. The cost of the items I have mentioned is 
Rs. 56,000 in round figure and if this sum be deducted from the total 
under this head we are left with Rs. 1,29,000 as the real expenditure 
on Direction or 14 per cent, of the total budget. This, I submit, 
,8ir, is not excessive. 

If we transfer Rs. 56,000 from “ Direction ” to “ Industrial 
Development for which Rs. 1,18,000 is provided the total real 
expendituie under that head comes to Rs. 1,69,000 or 20 per cent, of 
the total. The main criticism is that the sum is insufficient. First 
of all I should like to explain briefly what is being done. At the 
Bengal Tanning Institute a* large number of apprentices passed 
through a long course in’ the theory and practice of tanning in all 
its branches. In the laboratory scientific instruction and research 
of an advanced tyj)e is constantly going on, and the success of the 
Institute is proved by the large number of its students who obtain 
employment on completion of the course. 

Attached to the tannery there are practical demonstration parties 
constantly employed in the mufassal. These parties illustrate by 
lectures and leaflets the defects that there are in Bengal hides an^ 
skins and at the same time they demonstrate the modern methods 
of treating hides and skins. 

This year further developments have been sanctioned. A practical 
K’ourse in boot and shoe manufacture will be started at the tannery. 
This will complete our work in connection with leather. From the 
treatment of the luw hide to the manufacture of finished goods com- 
plete instructions, both practical and scientific, will be available. I 
feel sure that the House will agree that the Goveniment of Bengal 
have not been backward in endeavouiing to place this industry on 
sound footing. 

The other it^m under this head of the budget is the expenditure 
on research laboratory and on demonstration parties sent out by the 
Engineer and the Chemist. In the laboratory these officers have 
sample facilities for their work. I have already referred to the demon- 
stration parties in connection witb brass and bell-metal and the soap 
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:find itkellac industries. Their work lies entirely in the mufassal. 
Pro^press must, of course, be slow in a province of the sise of Bengal, 
hut nevertheless the effect is cumulative and year by year increas* 
ing attention is being drawn to the possibility of using to greater 
advantage materials available in the province and to opening for a 
useful and successful career in industrial pursuits. 


But however useful demonstration and experiment may be tliey are 
not in the opinion of Government so important as the necessity of 
making adequate provision for technical edii<‘ution, as a steady supply 
of trained men is imperative before the industrialists of this piovince 
will be able to utilise its resources to the l>est ativantage. The 
expenditure under this head is Us. 5,H4,0(K) or 6G per cent, of the 
total budget. First of all I would remind the House of the weaving 
department. Serampore which has been training men for 20 years 
is now being rebuilt at a cost of Us. 2,44,000. Power loom machinery 
will be set up and it is hoped the college w’ill continue to turn out 
men able to train the weavers throughout the province. With regard 
to Bankura there are three perijmtetic schools at Shyamnagar, TUiipur 
and Chatna. There are 65 co-operative societies affiliated to the local 
-central hanks. There is also a sale depot in Falculta, through which 
facilities aie given for the sale of finished goods. There are now 
9 district schools, 26 peripatetic schools and 12 aided schools in the 
province, in addition to the demonstration parties to wdiich 1 have 
already referred. The supply of improved appliances has been made 
easy by a grant of Us. 10,000 to enable the department to hold a 
stock for sale to weavers who are interested in new methods. Where- 
ever they go the demonstration parties and peripatetic instructors are 
able to supply at once any appliance for which there is a demand. 
AVith regard to technical education Government uccei>ted the view 
of the Uetreiuhnient Committee that four model technical schools 
should be maintained in Bengal, r/*., at Barisal, Uangpur, Bogra and 
Pabna. Others have been established on a grant-in-aid basis. 
Government decided two years ago that the department should not 
he hampered in any way in the matter of funds in (completing its 
arrangements with the local authorities. It was, therefore, decided 
to make an additional recurring grant of Us. 30,000 per annum to 
the grant-in-aid allotment. The Director of Industries is thus in 
a position to incur further recundug expenditure each year up to 
a total of Us. 30,000 in the full confidence that a further Rs. 30,000 
will be granted in the following year to enable him to continue a 
policy of expansion. I submit, therefore, Sir, that the Government 
•could not do more in respect of the grant-in-aid allotment. It 
increases automatically each year and thus provides lor the continuous 
expansion of technical education. 
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With regard to the four model schools at Barisal and elsewhere, 
schemes have been prepared to place them on a proper basis. These 
have been administratively approved and they will be put into effect as 
soon as funds are available. 

The technical school in Calcutta has already its value. The 
apprenticeehip system is working well. It is time that at the present 
moment activities of the school are confined to mechanical and technical 
engineering, but from time to time special courses in various subjects 
such as motor engineering, oil refining, and soap manufacture have 
been held. These special courses have been surprisingly successful 
and there is no reason to believe that the day is not far distant when 
the Calcutta Technical School will develop into a technological 
institute worihy of the city of Calcutta in which scientific training 
will be given in all bninches of applie<l engineering. 

I would invite the special attention of the House to the expendi- 
ture of Its. 23,500 on mining instruction in the coal-fields. What- 
ever may be the future of that important industry it will always 
require a steady 8upi)ly of trained men. The rules and regulations 
under the Coal Mines Act require that mining work should be under 
the control of fully qualified men. Hence, in this respect Govern- 
ment are helping many young men to a useful career. 

Finally, I would direct attention to the laige sums that are provided 
for scholarships. These t<;tal Rs. 47,000. J need hardly say that 
many artisans who wish to follow an industrial course belong to the 
l^)orer section of the (community and they can only give up their work 
at home to learn improved methc.ds if a small scholarship is awarded. 

On a broad review of the situation I would submit that the Goveim- 
ment of Bengal have not failed in their duty to train and educate the 
industrialists, to investigate the j>ossibility of using the raw materials 
of the province to better advantage and to demonstrate such improved 
methods as might be of use to ariisans throughout the mufassal. I 
trust that in this general survey and defence of the work of the de^rart- 
ment the doubts and difficulties which some members may feel regard- 
ing this budget have been removed. If any infoimation is required 
the Director and his staff will l)e only too glad to supply it. I feel 
that much of the criticism to which this depariment is subjected is 
due to a misunderstanding of its objects and methods and to lack of 
information regarding its activities. I trust that this review has sup- 
plied the necessary explanations and has convinced the members of 
this House that much has been done in the past and that the work of 
this department is developing on sound lines. Sir, I oppose these 
motions. 

The motion of Sri jut Radha Gobinda Ray was then put and lost. 
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motian of Sri jut Bijay Kumar Ohatt^rjee was tben put and a 
division taken with the following result : — 


Afial, Maulvi tytil Muhamnuul. 

Aaimitft KMn kahmdur Maulwi Emaduddin. 
Btntrjea, Dr. Pramathanath. 
aaii«rjM, Babu Pramotha Nath. 

BOM, Babu Bojoy Krithna. 

ChattorjM, Brijut BiJay Kumar. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Outt, Babu taral Kumar. 

QhoM, Babu Amartndra Nath. 

Ouha, Mr. P. N. 

Bupta, Mr. JoBMh Chandra. 

Haquo, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Atiiul. 
HoqiM, Kati Emdadul. 

NuMin, Khan Bahadur Maulvi tyod 

Maqbul. 


Blair, Mr. 4. N. 

GatMlIt, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, tho Hon’bit Nawab Bahadur 
•aiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 
Cohon, Mr. 0. 4, 

Oath, Mr. A. 4. 

Drummond, Mr. <1. a. 

Fyft, Mr. J. H. 
ahOM, Mr. M. C. 

Ollehrlit. Mr. R, N. 

Gumor, Mr. C. W. 

Hogg, Mr. 0. P. 

Hopkynt, Mr. W. t. 


Khan, Khan Cahib Maulvi Muauam Ali. 
Lamb, Mr. T. 

Maiti, Babu Mahtndra Nath. 

Mukorjoa, trijut Taraknath. 

Natktr, Babu Horn Chandra. 

Rahman, Maulvi Aiiiur. 

Rahman, Maulvi thamtur* 

Ray, Dr. Kumud tankar. 

Ray, trijut Radha Bobinda. 

Rom, Mr. 0. F. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

•arktr, Babu Naliniranjan. 
ton, trijut Nagondra Nath. 

Travort, Mr. W. L. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


Marr, the Non'blo Mr. A. 

Mittor, tho Hon’blo tir Provath Chundor. 
Mobtrly, tho Hon'blo Mr. A. N. 

Mukorji, Mr. t. C. 

Roy, Mr. BiJoy Pratad tingh. 

Sarkor, Rai tahib Robati Mohan, 
tinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupondra 

Narayan, of Nathipur. 
tolaiman, Maulvi Muhammad, 
ttaploton, Mr. H. E. 

Tato, Major Bonorat Bodfroy. 

Thumat, Mr. H. W. 

Twynam, Mr. H. «f. 


The Ayes l>eing 29 and the Noes 24 the following motion was 
carried : — 

“ That the demand of Rs. 12,78,000 under the head ‘ »%. — Indus- 
trie.s ’ l)e reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that the (loveniment is 
taking no steps for saving the silk and cotton industry in Bankura 
district and that no attempt is being made to save the weavers from 
ruin and, further, on the ground that the Government is making no 
attempt to improve industries in Bengal).” 

The motion of Kazi Emdadul Hoque was then put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 12,78,000, ns amended by the Coun- 
cil, be granted for expenditure under the head “ 85 — Industries ” was 
then put and agreed to. 


37.~-4llitoellaiiBOUB Daptitfiwntt. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may tell the House that the time allotted for 
the discuasion of this demand is 10 minutes. 
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Thb Hon^blt Mt. A. MARRs On tbe recommendation ol His Ex- 
cellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 2,18,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head ** 37. — Miscellaneous; 
Departments. 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

•rijut RADHA GOBINDA RAY; ‘‘ That the demand of 
Re, 2,18,000 under the head * 37. — Miscellaneous De])artments 
(Reserved and Transferred) * be reduced by Rs. 18,000.’^ 

The motion of the Hon^ble Mr. A. Marr was then put and agreed to^ 

40 and 60. — Civil Works. 

The Hon’Iile Mr. A. MARR: On the recc.mmendation of His- 
Excellency the Govenior, I beg to move that a sum of R^. 1,13,17,000 
be granted for expenditure under the heads “ 41. — Civil Works ” and 
“ 00. — Civil Works not charged to revenue.” 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

BaXm MANMATHA NATH ROY: ” That the demand of 

Rs. 26,70,000 under the head ‘ 41. — Civil works (Transfen-ed) — Build- 
ings ’ be reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the isdicy in the matter of 
buildings).” 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: ” That the demand of 

Rs, 1,81,000 under the head * 41. — Civil works (Transferred) — Oom- 
municution ’ be re<luced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the policy on the matter 
of communication).” 

Bahu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA; ” That the demand of 

Rs. 84,86,000 under the head ‘ 41. — Civil works (Reserved and Trans- 
ferretl) ’ be refused.” 

BriJiA BI4AY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 84,85,000 under the head ” 41. — Civil Works ” be 
reduced by Rs. 40,00,000. In moving this cut I beg to state that the 
major pt>rtion of this amount is being spent on administration and on 
the salaries of highly j>aid officers. Sir, the Public Works Department 
is gencnilly called the Public Waste Deptirtment. Money is spent like^ 
water on roads and buildings. We find that the buildings are built 
in such a way that after two or three years there are large cracks in 
the roofs and water flows into the rooms during the mins. The roads- 
are also very badly inade. Money is simply wasted in this way. WitE 
these words I formally move the motion that stands in my name. 
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MVat NAGENDRA NATH SEN: I beg to move that the demand 
of Ra* 84,86,000 under the head “ 41. — Civil works ” be reduced bv 
Bs. 100 (on the ground that the portion of the Oalcutta-Jessore-Khulua 
Boad between Singlia and Khulna has not yet been provincialised). 

My reason fcj* moving this cut is that the portion of the Calcutta* 
Jessore-Khulna Road between Singlia and Khulna has not yet been 
provincialised. It is necessary that I should give a brief history of 
this road. It is a continuation of the Giund Trunk Road which I’uns 
from Delhi to Calcutta, and from Calcuttii to Jessi>re, and from Jesst.re 
to Khulna. The ixirtioii of the road l)etween Calcutta and Jessore Is 
a provincial road and is kept well maintained in a macadamised condi- 
tion. The ]K)rtion of the n.ad between Singlia and Khulna is not pro- 
vincialised. The fKution of the road b€*tween Singlia and Jessore is 
under the District Board of Jessore and the iKution between Singlia 
and Khulna is under the District Board of Khulna, The condition of 
the Distnct Bt.ard of Khulna is not such as to enable it to maintain 
the road in a proj^er manner. The annual motor races take place in 
the month of Decern l>er, and nearly 800 to 4()0 cars take jmrt in these 
races from Calcutta to Jessore. There is no reason why this portioTi 
of the road should not be provincinlise<l. Some years ago a jietition 
wa.s sulmiitted to Government in this connection, but Government 
turned a deaf ear to our representation. A question was aske<l in the 
Council, but the reply of the Government was disapiKvinting. If one 
portion of the road is provincialised, w^hy should not the other portion 
be provincialised as well. We are unable to understand the attitude 
of Government in this matter. 

The following motion was calleil but not moved : — 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: ^ That the demand of 
Rs. 84,85,000 under the head ‘ 41. — Civil W(»rks ’ Vk» reduced by Re. I 
(on the ground that the public has no confidence in this deixntment).** 

Mt. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, I su[yiK)rt the motion f.f 
my friend Srijut Bijay Kumar Ohatterjee, and I w^ant to say that the 
public baa little confidence in this deixirtment. I would first of all 
point out to the House what has been written in this red book: 

Against the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 1,02,08,000, the n^vised esti- 
mate has been fixed at Rs. 99,53,000, the bulk of the savings antici- 
{xited being under the head ' Original Works — Civil Buildings,^ the 
progress of work being below expectation.** I submit there is no reason 
why the department could not show better progress in these works. 
Sir, there is one particular grievance which I feel necessaiy to men- 
tion before this House. Sir, you are aware that Dacca is the secc>nd' 
city in the province of Bengal, and it is also a well knrtwn fact that 
the courts in Dacca are crowded, and great inconvenience is suffered 



m DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. [2nd Afm 

both by the litigants and Judges on account of insufficient accommo- 
dation, insanitary surroundings, want of proper light, etc., etc. So 
far 08 the Civil Courts in Dacca are concerned, we know that the Dis- 
trict Judge of Dacca has again and again pointed out the necessity 
of making improvements in the Civil Courts there, and yet we do not 
find any provision in the Civil Works budget with regard to this urgent 
need of Dacca. Sir, the Civil Courts are frequented by many people 
and it is absolutely necessai^ that the department should be up and 
doing in removing this grievance of the Dacca people, the existence 
of which is admitted alike by the officials and the people. With these 
words I support the motion. 

The Hoil’hle Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, I should like to say one 

word on this subject. I am quite prepared to admit the urgent neces- 
sity of having new civil courts at Dacca. I know that gi’eat incon- 
venience is caused by the distance of the present munsifi from the main 
Civil Courts. But, Sir, the question of buildings is a matter for con- 
sideration by Goveniment as a whole. No dej)artment can get into 
the budget more than a small fraction of the numl>er (»f buildings they 
require. In the case of the Judicial Department, we had a list ot 
buildings for inclusion in the budget, and the Dacca Civil Court came 
very high in that list, but we were able to get only (uie scheme through, 
namely, the Asansol Court building. Next year we hoi>e we shall 
l)e able to make provision for the Dacca Civil Couif building. There 
is one further word, Sir, which I wish to say in this connection. It 
is proposed to make a cut of Rs. 40,00,000 from the demand. I submit 
that this is rather a big cut to make on the ground that we have not 
provided for one particular building. 

The Hon’blo Mr. A. MARR: Sir, Babu Nagendra Nath Sen has 
raised the question of the road from Singlia to Khulna and he has com- 
plained that this road has not been provincialised as the rest of the 
road has been. This road is a district board road, and the district board 
has never come forward with any pro]x>sul that this portion of the 
road should be taken over by Government. Government have no in- 
tention of raising this (juestion so long as the district board do not 
do so. Next year when the scheme for the new Road Board materia- 
lises, possibly this will be one of the projects before that Board for 
consideration. Until the district board make some move in the matter, 
I do not see how Government can take over the road. I submit that 
the discussion of the budget is not the proper time to raise a question 
like this. 

Babu Bijay Kumar Chatterjee went into the question of the extra- 
vagance of the department. Now, this question was very fully exapi- 
ined at the time when the report of the Retrenchment Committee was 
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«oii8id»red. Tke whole question of the retehtioU of the Public Works 
Bepiurtment was fully examined. Alternate methods were explored, 
and further the Public Works Department staff themselves examined 
the possibility of cheapening the work by a reduction in the standard 
of specifications. 


G p.m. 

The results of all these enquiries were fully favourable to the Public 
Works Department. Transference to other agencies such as district 
boards would be neither economical nor practicable. The majority of 
the boards would not allow their staff to undertake the public works 
on a compensatory basis; and those who were willing would only enter- 
tain the proposal on payment of not less than 15 i>er cent. (»f the estim- 
ated cost for supervision. In acdiial fart our own figures showed that 
the Public Works Department estiiblishment in the year 1922-23 worked 
•out to 13*12 per cent, of the value of the work done. There would 
therefore be an increase in expenditure if publi(' works were handed 
over to district boards on a 15 i)er cent, basis. I do not think 1 need 
say much about this matter, as the whole question was very fully 
.examine<l and we found that we could not get a (cheaper agency under 
present conditions. Of course, the idea of cutting this demand down 
by Rs. 40 lakhs is out of the question altogether. I therefore oppose 
.all these motions. 

Srijift BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEEs Sir, in view of the assur- 
ranee given, I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Srijut Bijay Kumar Chatterjee was then, by leave 
•of the Council, withdrawn. 

Sriiut HACENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, in view of the assurance 
given by the Hon'ble Member I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Srijut Nagendra Nath Sen was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn, 

Mr. RREBi^iNT: We could have one discussion on motions 
:Nos. 756 to 760. 

The following motions were not moved : — 

Bitoii MANMATHA NATH ROY: That the demand of 
iRs. 18,09,000 under the heed * 60. — Civil works not charged to revenue 
— -buildings ' be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the policy in the matter 
K)f Buildings).^* 

$Hi«t J0GEN1MIA NATH MOITRAl That the demand of 
lU. 28,32,000 under the head ' 60. — Civil works not charged ta 
sevenue * be reduced by Es. 26,00,000." 


41 
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BirilMi JOCIIiDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVAliTIS That the 
dMoand of Rs. 28,32,000 under the head * 60. — Civil works ’ be 
reduced by ^s. ^^00,000.” 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKER^CA: That the demand oi 
Rs. 28,32,000 under the head ' 60. — Civil works - be reduced by Re. 1 
(to discuss as to why the budgeted amounts are not fully spent). 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE; I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 28,32,000 under the head “ 60. — Civil Works be 
reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that the jHiblic has no confidence in. 
this Department). 

Sir, the same remarks I made on the previous motion will hold' 
gfood here. 

The Hotl’IHe Mr. A. MARR: Sir, I have nothing to add to what T 
have already said on this ix>int. 

The motion of Srijut Bijay Kumar Ohatterjee was then put and 
lest. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 1,13,17,000 be granted for expendi- 
ture under the head “ 41. — Civil Works and “ 60. — Civil Works not 
charged to revenue was then put and agreed to. 

43.~Famin6 Relief. 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. MARR: Sir, on the reciommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 50,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “ 43. — Famine Relief.’’ 

The following motion was called but not moved ; — 

Bahu JOGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: That the 
demand of Rs. 50,000 under the head ‘ 43. — Famine relief ’ be reduced 
by Re. 1 (to draw attention to the necessity of undertaking permanent 
works for preventing famine, e.g., irrigation of lands in Balurghat 
subdivision).” 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: I beg to move that the- 
demand of Rs, 50,000 under the heiid “ 43 — Famine relief ” be reduced 
by Re. 1 (on the ground that during famine last'year Government did 
not make any serious attempt to save the people and that the present 
grant is inadequate) . 

Sir, I beg to remind the House that last year Government suffered 
a defeat on the adjournment motion on the question of famine relief 
and the members of ^ the House then thought that Government were^ 
not doing their duty. In the present year Government is. spending* 
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only Bs. 50,000 on such an important subject. I think that Govern- 
ment should make some attempt to save the people by undertaking: 
permanent measures for the prevention of famine, as for example by 
irrigation schemes and such other means. With these few words, I 
beg to commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Tlie Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, the very 
point that has been raised by the mover shows that there is no justifi- 
cation for this token cut. liast year, the Council was undtmbtedly 
dissatisfied with the ginuit which was then asked for; and the Council 
did succeed in carr>’ing an adjournment motion. This year we are 
making due provision: but if unfortunately larger sums are necessary 
according to usual practice larger sums will he provided for: for 
example, I may tell the House that last year altogether a sum of 
Re. 44,85,712 was made available for famine relief under this head, 
although the original demand that was asked for was very much less. 
I can assure the House that Government will watch with every care 
the situation, and if unfortunately scarcity appears, money will be 
provided. I may further inform the House that after the adjournment 
motion Re. 7,35,712 were provided and this token cut should not be 
by way of anticipation. If more money is necessary and it is not 
provided, then there will l>e occasion for moving a token cut. 

The motion of Srijut Bijay Kumar Chatterjee was then put and a 
division taken with the following result:— 


Ahanuia, Mmiilvi KMiruddin. 
B«nfrJ«a, Dr. Prmmathanath. 
BMiM-jM, Bftbu ProRMtha Natb. 
CbatMrjM, frijut Bijay Kumar. 
Otttt, Babu taral Kumar. 

QlwM, Babu Amartndra Nath. 
Dupta, Mr. Joswh Ohandra. 
Haqut, Kazi Emdadul. 

Maiti, Babu Mafimidra Nath. 


AYES. 

MuMrita. trijut Taraknath. 
Nathtr, Babu H«m Chandra. 
Rahman, Mauiwi Bhamtur- 
Ray, Dr. Kumud tankar. 
Ray, trijut Radha Qobinda. 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra, 
tarkor, Babu Naliniranjan. 
ton, trijut Naiondra Nath. 


NOES. 


Ahmod, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Emaduddin. 
Blair, Mr. 4. N. 

Caoiollt, Mr. A. 

ebaudhiiri, tho Hon'Mo Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 
Clark, Mr. I. A. 

OalioR, Mr. D. 4. 

Dash, Mr. A. 4. 

B rnm a i a nd , Mr. 4. D. 

DlMiO, Mr. M. C. 

QIMnltt, Hr. R, N. 

Ownor, Mr. C. W. 

Haput, Khan Babadur Mauivi Azitul. 
NaBB* Mr. O. P. 

Hophynt, Mr. W. B. 


Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 

Marr, the Non’Mt Mr. A. 

Minor, tho Hon’bli tir Provath Chuiidor* 
Mohorly, tho Hon'bit Mr. A. N. 

Mukorji, Mr. t. C. 

Philip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Rom Mr. C. F. 

tarkor, Rai tahib Robati Mohan, 
ttaploton, Mr. H. E. 

Tato, Major Oonoral Qodfrty. 

Thomaa, Mr. H. W. 

Travort, Mr. W. L. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 

Wordoworth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 17 and the Noes 29, the motion was lost. 
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^ihe following motion was not moved: — 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: That the demand of 
Es. 50,000 under the head ‘43. — Famine relief * be reduced by Be. 1 
(to discuss the j>olicy of the Department and the extent of famine 
relief)/’ 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 50,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 43. — Famine Relief ” was then put and agreed to. 

45.-~Biiperannuation and 45A.^CoffiiimJtation of pensiono financed 
from ordinary revenue. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Sir, on the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor I beg move that a sum of Rs. 63,93,000 
be granted for expenditure under the heads “ 45.— Superannuation ” 
and “45A. — Commutation of pensions financed from ordinary revenue.” 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA. 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 43,91,000 under the head “ 45. — Suj)erannuation allowances and 
pensions ” be reduced by Rs. 101. (Inequities in the case of Indian 
pensic.ners). 

Sir, I want to emphasise the inequities, the grievances of small 
Indian pensioners. Sir, it is the hard- worked clerks and men in the 
lower services that help so much in the administration of the Govern- 
ment. While they are in service, they are ill-paid, and when they 
retire, they get only half of the poor pay that they used to draw. We 
know jvs a matter of fact that the European pensioners after having 
enjoyed fat salaries while in service get consideration on accoimt of 
rise in the price of foodstuffs and several other things after retirement, 
but we find with the utmost regret that the case of the poor Indian, 
pensioners does not receive the same consideration. 

6-15 p.m. 

Sir, at this late hour of the day and towards the fag-end of this 
long session if I do not want to detain the House with a long speech 
it is not because there are not many things to be said in favour of the 
pensioners, but I only want not to prolong the sitting of the session. 
Therefore, I will end by saying that it is up to Government to give 
their favourable consideration to the lepresentations and the grievances 
of the poor Indian pensioners which they rightly deserve. 

BEGRETAHY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTM€NT of FiNANOi 
(My. A. CmmIIs): Sir, I may say at once that Government is as eager 
as the mover of the motion to make an improvement in the pension 
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tent# of its inferior servants. The matter is at present under exam* 
inatioli, 1 may recall the fact that orders were passed some years a^o 
enhaaoing temporarily the pensions of those who are called inferior 
servaats. These orders were in force up to Slst October ; 1929 ; and it 
has recently been decided that these orders will remain in force for 
one year more — up to October, 1930, pending the revision of the terms 
of pensions granted to inferior servants. Not only in the matter of 
actual pension but on the question of the classification lietween in- 
ferior and superior services an examination will be made. I Wieve 
the mover had more in mind i)en sinners belonging to what is called the 
class of inferior serv’ants than those belonging to the sulx^rdinute ser- 
vices. We are awaiting the Govemment of India Rules for the sub- 
ordinate services before we decide regarding the pensions of our own 
subordinate services. But as regards the inferior services the matter 
is being taken up at once and the question is l>eing examined whether 
they should be re-classified so as to improve their position and to what 
extent their pensions may be enhanced. 

The motion of Mr. Joge.sh Chandra Gupta was put and lost. 

[At 6-20 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 6-35 p.m.] 

Snjut HACENDRA NATH SEN: 1 beg to move that the demand 
(*f Rs. 20,02,000 under the head “ 45 A. — Su])erannuation albvwnnces 
and pensions — Commuted values of pensions be lefused. 

Sir, it will W seen that this item has been table<l at page 284 of 
the Budget. The total amount of superannuation allowances and jxm- 
sions is Rs. 63,93,000 of which under head ** 45. — Superannuation allow- 
ances and pensions ** are Rs. 43,91,(MK) and under “ 46 A. — Superannua- 
tion alfowances and pensions — (nmimuted values of pensions are 
Rsw 20,02,0(K). I move this latter * ^im, Rs. 20,02,000 be 
altogether refused. My reasons are this : pension is granted to 
a Government officer solely for the purpose of enabling him 
to pass his old days in comfort and ease so that he is entitled 
to a pension out of the ordinary revenue which was in fact an 
original contract under which he entered Government service. If 
a pensioner wants to commute a ix>rtion of his j>ension, he gets a lump 
sum and for that a provision of Rs. 20,00,000 has been miule in this 
year’s budget. If this money were not earmarked for this it would 
be available for ordinary expenditure. Out of a total c^f Rs. 63,00,000 
nearly one-third has been allotted for superannuation: commutation, etc. 
I have been told by some responsible officer of Government that nearly 
800 applications for commutation of pension are awaiting disiH>sal and 
aanoiicm of this amount by this Council. If this amount be refused 
then Rs. 20,00,000 will be realised from this head and be available 
for the nation building departments and other departments as irell. 
I do not say that the qnestion of commutation of pension is not open to 
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consideratioa. But I think that pensioners should not be allowed 
commutation at the cost of the ordinary revenue. The money should 
be spent for other purposes. This system of commutation I submit 
is a source of Government of revenue. A Government pensioner comes 
up for commutation and according' to his age and health he is paid 
Rs. 13,000, Rs. 16,000 or Rs. 20,000. But if he dies the day after or 
two months after all this amount which he unjustly obtained is lost to 
Government. Therefore, I submit that the ordinary tax-payers should 
not be charged for the same. This sum should be allocated to the 
ordinary expenditure. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think we may have one discussion on the 
motion which has just been moved and motions Nos. 769 and 770. 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: That the demand of 
Rs. 20,02,000 under the head ‘ 45A. — Commutation of pensions * be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (to discuss the policy of the Govei'nment as regards 
the commutation of pensions).’^ 

Brijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: * That the demand of 
Rs. 20,02,000 under the head * 45A. — Commutation of pensions financed 
from ordinary revenue^ be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the present 
pKilicy of the Government in distributing these sums).” 

6-46 p.m. 

Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE spoke in Bengali in support 
of the motion moved by Siijut Nagendra Nath Sen. 

Mr. A. CASSELLS: Sir, I beg to (.ppose this motion and suggest 
that it should not receive the sympathy of the House. One of the 
speakers has said that if this sum of Rs. 20,00,000 is refused, that 
amount will be available for other purposes. Now, this sum of 
Rs. 20,00,000 is made up of certain items, and a certain ^imount of the 
expenditure is compulsory; for instance, it includes Rs. 4,00,000 for 
commutation, which must be given. Under the rules issued by the 
Secretary of Stalt there are officers of certain all-India services, who 
are entitled to commutation. It has to be given and for that purpose 
Rs. 4,00,000 must lie provided. Then, there is another sum of over 
Rs. 4,00,000 which is intended to be paid to other Governments, not 
strictly for commutation, but in order to pay the normal pensions of 
Bengal officers who g^) and live in those provinces. When a Bengal 
officer goes to live in another province after retirement, the arrange* 
ment is that his pension is paid in future from a treasury of tl\at pro* 
vince, and that Government undertakes to pay his pension for the rest 
of his life, on the Bengal Government paying to that Gh>vemm^t the 
commuted value of his pension. It is estimated that about Rs. 4,00,000 
will have to be paid to other Govemm^ts for this purpose. This leaves 
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Bs.' 12,00,000. This sum 18 intended for commutation of pension^ to 
offiiMi in Bengral. It includes an amount of Rs. 2,00,000, which is the 
norboal amount of commutation which has been given annually. To 
this has been added a special sum of Es. 10,00,000 in order to give 
►commutation to many oflS,cers to whom it could not be granted during 
■the last two years. We have not been able to provide sufficient funds 
ior commutation for the last two years and we have 960 applications^ 
pending with us. The total value, according to these applications, is 
over Rs. 26,00,000 and with the sum now asked for we shall be able 
to give commutation to about half the number of applicants. It is a 
privilege which has lieen in existence for some time and officers y^lue 
it highly. It is no longer a concession and is now bxiked upon almost 
as a matter of right. It serves a useful punxise; it adds to a pen* 
sioner’s comfort and often enables him to buy a house, or liquidate 
debts which he might have incurred. 

Another i>oint made by one of the speakers is that it is expensive 
to Oovemment, but from calculations made it appears that instead 
being ex|>ensive it will be economical. We save money on the whole 
by allowing commutation of a i>ortion of the i>ension, instead of iMiy- 
ing the full amount for life. On these gi’ounds I opiK>8e this motion. 

The motion of Sri jut Nagendra Nath Sen was then put and a divi- 
sion taken with the following result: 


Afnl, Msuivi tyGd Muhammad. 
Bantrjaa, Or. hramathanath. 
BantrjM, Babu Promotha Nath. 
ChattarjM, Irljut Oljay Kumar. 
*Dutt, Babu faral Kumar. 

OhaM, Babu Amarandra Nath. 
Qupta, Mr. JogMh Chandra. 
HaqiM, Kaxi Emdadul. 

Matti, Babu Mahtndra |lath. 
Blukarjaa, Irijut Tarahhath. 


AYES. 

Rahman, Maului thamtur* 
Rauf, Maulvl tyad Abdur. 
Ray, Or. Kumud tankar. 
Ray, Srijut Radha Qobinda. 
Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 
Roy, Mr. O. N. / 

•arkor, Babu Naliniranjan. 
•on, Brijut Nagondra Nath. 


NOES. 


MM#., Klwn Mhadar M«ulvi 1111.411*1111. 
'■lair, Mr. 4 . R. 

Oaooollt, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, tho Hon'blo Nawab Bahadur 
•aiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 
Clark, Mr. I. A. 

•Oath, Mr. A. J. 

OnMu mai id, Mr. J. 0 . 

Ohaaa, Mr. M, C. 
miiliritl, Mr. R. N. 

Mhaoh Maaiili, Mr. tatyondra Chandra. 
MM. Mr. F. N. 

Oanur, Mr. C. W. 

nmm, 

•iiBiiyiio, Mr. w. t. 

KaNM, MaiNyi Abdul. 

•.alrd, ir. N. S. 


Lamb, Mr. T. 

Marr, tho Hon’bit Mr. A. 

Mittor, tho Hon'blo ilr Frtvaoh Chundar. 
Moboffly, tho Hon’blo Mr. A. N. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar irio Chandra. 
Philip, Mr. J. Y. 

Rom, Mr. 0 . F. 

•arkor, Rai Bahib Robati Mohan. 

•attar, Mr. Abdool Raiak Hajoo Abdaal. 
•ttploton, Mr. N. E. 

Tato, Major Oonoral Sodfroy. 

Thomaa, Mr. H. W. 

Thompaon, Mr. W. N. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 

TWynam, Mr. N. A 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


The A^s being 19 and the Noes 32 the motion wa« lo«t, 
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The motion that a sum of Rs. 63^93,000 be gi'anted for expenditurer 
under the heads “ 45. — Superannuation and “ 45A. — Commutation. 
<5f pensions financed from ordinary revenue ** wa« then put and a^eed 
to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it is unnecessaiy for ue to move on to- 
the next item. There is only 3 minutes left to 7 and so I think we- 
should adjourn now. 


AdJouffHiient. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m., on Wednesday, the 
3rd April, 1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



Pli te ili t i g i of the Bongil Lo^itloo Couiioii momblod undor 
tho provisiofis ol the Govormnont of Indio Aot 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Cal- 
cutta. on Wednesday, the 3rd April, 1929, at 3 p.m. 

Prosont: 

The Hon’ble the President (the Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath 
Bay Chaudhuri, of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Mem- 
bers of the Executive Council, and 76 nominated and elected members. 

Starrod Quoolions 

(to which oral anowors wore given). 

Managing Committees of High English Schools. 

M06. Maillvi KASIRUDDIN AHAMADs Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(i) the present nuraWr of members in the managing committees 

of the (a) (iovernment, and (h) aided high English schools 
in Bengal; 

(ii) how many of the memWrs are (/i) Hindus; and (h) Muham- 

madans P 

MEMBER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (tho 
Hon’blo Mr. A. Marr): A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. KtO showing 
the present number of members in the managing committees of high 
schools in Bengal. 

Govern merit high schools. 

Hindus ... 133 

Muhammadans ... (JS 

♦Others ... 24 


Total .. 225 


Aided high schools. 

Hindus ... 3.708 

Muhammadans ... 1,004 

♦Others ... 217 

Total ... 4,989 


Othert are ChristSans, Baddhiate, etc. 
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DuMlgenb 

*107. lalMl NALINIRANJAN 8ARKER: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Hember in chargre of the Department of Irrig^ation be pleased to 

(i) names of, and the project and nature of work intended to be 
done by, the dredgers for which loans amounting to 
Rs. 1,18,21,132 were taken; 

details of the necessity for the immediate purchase of these 
dredgers, as also their prices, tenders, specifications, etc.; 

why the purchase was made even though the scheme itself was 
not complete or finally sanctioned by the Legislature; 
the officer responsible for the purchase of these dredgers and 
what his arguments were in favour of such purchase; 

how the payments made in this connection have been so far 
adjusted ; 

whether any part payments were made towards the capital 
and the interest so far paid ; 

if so, whether the disbursements were made out of the provin- 
cial revenues ; 

(vtii) if not, from what source such payment has been made ; and 

(ix) whether such appropriations have been shown in the accounts H 

(b) What was the reason for making adjustments having regard to 
“the deficits as shown on page 34 of the report of the Accountant- 
General? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab All Chaudhuri, Khan 

Bahaduri of Dhanbari)S (a) (t) The Ronaldshay dredger was purchased 
for work on the Grand Trunk Canal and eventually for the normal 
upkeep of waterways and maintenance of the canal itself. The 
Cowley dredger was purchased for the general upkeep of the water- 
ways, improvement of waterlogged areas and flood disposal and also 
to take the place of the Foyers dredger when she has become too old 
for further work. The Burdwan dredger was purchased for the silt 
clearance of boat canals and for the dredging of small rivers in con- 
nection with anti-malarial measures. 

(it) The C&wley dredger was purchased to deal at the outset with 
“the position which had arisen in connection with the large flood in 
1913 in the Damodar river to open out channels to lead the flood into 
the Rupnarain ^river. The Ro^dikay was purchased for the Grand 


(n) 

(Hi) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 
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1929 ^ 

Tnmfc Canal and the Burdwan was required for silt clearance of 
canals because the old bucket and grab dredgers of the' department 
bad become worn out. 

The purchase prices of these three vessels were as follows: — 

Rs. 

Cowley . . . 50,76,688 

Eonaldshay ... 63,20,667 

Burdwan ... 13,11,824 

The tenders are not available here as they were received and dis- 
posed of by the Director-General of Stores, London, through whom the 
vessels were purc'hased. The specifications are laid on the Library 
table. 

(m) In regard to the Eonaldshay the purchase of this vessel was 
sanctioi^d by the Secretary of State prior to his sanction of the Grand 
Trunk Canal Scheme because it would have taken considerable time 
for the contractors to deliver the vessel in time to work on the canal. 
In the case of the Bvrdwan it was not necessary for any scheme to be 
completed since she was bought for the most part for maintenance 
work. In the case of the Cowley schemes for improving the Hoor- 
hoora and Bakshi khals had already been sanctioned. 

(iv) No individual officer was responsible for the purchase of these 
dredgers. Purchase was made by the Local Government after having 
obtained sanction from the Secretary of State. 

(i’) The payments on account of the purchase of these dredgers 
were made by the High Commissioner and the amount appeared in 
the accounts of the High Commissioner and were subsequently ad- 
justed in the Indian Accounts under the head “ 55. — Construction of 
Irrigation Works, etc.” not charged to revenue agreeably to para- 
graph 419 of the Public Works Account Code. 

{vi) The repayments towards the loan granted by the Government 
of India are being made in equal annual instalments. The principal 
and interest so far paid on these loans up to 1926-1927 are 
Rs. 21,22,929 and Rs. 27,43,349, respectively. 

(vu) and {viii) The disbursements on account of interest were made 
from the ordinary provincial revenues and on account of principal 
from the aocumulated Provincial balances. 

{ix) Yes. Necessary provision appears in the budget estimates 
under the head Repayment of advances from the Provincial Loan 
Fund ” (Non*voted). 

{h) The adjustments of interest charges is made on all capital ex* 
penditure agreeably to Article 323 . <5) of the Accounts Code for the 
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purpow of showing the financial results of the Irrigation projects* 
The difference between the gross receipts and gross charges represents 
the net revenue or the deficit, as the case may be, in terms of Article 
321 of the Account Code. 

Mr. dOGEiH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state if any sanc- 
tion of this Council was taken prior to the purchase of the dredger 
Ronaldsh/iy ? 

Th* Hoii*ble Nawtb Bahadur SAiYID NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Ohanbari: I should like to have fresh 
notice, Sir. I have to enquire. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state why the order for the purchase of this dredger was 
placed in advance, though the scheme was still under consideration? 

the Hon?ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: It was not in my time. Sir, 
and so I cannot give an.v answer off-hand. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: With reference to answer 
(a) will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to state if on any other 
occasion such heavy commitments have been made in anticipation of 
any scheme being sanctioned? 

Tha HoiPUa Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
OHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I must ask for fresh notice. 
Sir. 


Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to con.sider the desirability of disposing ot this white elephant, 
namely, the dredger HonaJdshay, or returning it to the Government 
of India, so that the revenues of this province might be relieved? 

The HotPble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
pHURIy Khan Bahadury of Dhanbari: The whole question will be 
considered by the Technical Committee which Government propose to 
appoint. 

Babu NAL^|N IRANIAN BARKER: With reference to answer 
(r), will the Hon’bl^ Member be pleased to state if it is a fact that 
at the time of the purchase of the dredger Hoiialdshaiy Mr. Addams- 
Williams was in England f 
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im Hwi'Me Nl«Mb Bahtdur SAIYID NAWAB ALi BHAU* 
OHtniii Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I must ask for fresh notice. 

I h«ve to enquire. 

Bibll 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleaeed to state if it is a fact that the dredg^er Ronaldshay has been 
lying idle in the Madhumati river in the district of Faridpur for these 
ihree years? 

The Hoffble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU« 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I must ask for fresh notice. 

I have to enquire (Laughter). 

Babu SUREN DR A NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer 
{a) (i), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state if he has l>een 
approached several times for the dredging of the Upper Kumar 
river ? 

The Hofi^ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: The question does not arise. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is the Hon’ble Meml>er in order in saying ‘‘ The question does not 
arise 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Technically the Hon’ble Member was wrong; 
but I take it lightly as indicative of his inability or unwillingness to 
answer the question (Laughter). 

Chaiiiiian, Jatioro Dittriot Board. 

MOS. Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Departmeht of Ixical Self-Gbvern- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the present Chairman 
of the District Board of Jessore is not a resident of Jessore within the 
meaning of the term as defined in the Bengal Ix)cal Self-Government 
Act of 18^? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps have the Government taken or 
propose to take in the matter? 

MBMBER ill olwrgt of DBPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-GOV- 
IRNMENT (tlid Han’blt Sir Pravaih Cbundtr MHtii): (a) The 

matter is being enquired into. 

(5) Does not arise. 
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iilHlIvi lYED ABDUR RAUFl Will the Hon’ble Meml)er in 
charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be pleased to 
state how many Chairmen of District Boards are there in the province 
who do not actually reside at the headquarters of their districts? 

The Hon’bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: 1 do not car^ 
in my head the names and addresses of all the 25 Chairmen of district 
boards, 

MmiIyi SYED ABDUR RAUF: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether those members are residents of the district 
within the meaning of the term as defined in the 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What members do you mean? 

Mauivi SYED ABDUR RAUF: Those who actually do not 
reside 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question does not arise. 

Short-noliee qimtion. 

BalNi lilTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Sir, may I have your per- 
mission to ask some short-notice questions of the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Finance? I may add that I have 
acquainted him with the nature of these questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are these questions the same short-notice 
questions, which you showed to me, and which I admitted after the 
Hon'ble Mr. Marr had given his consent? 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Yes, Sir. 

M09. Bflbu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: (a) X and Y are 

two ministerial officers on the same grade of pay in the same office. 
X is senior tq Y according to the length of service under Government. 
X is not allowed to cross the efficiency bar under the orders of the 
Head of the Department, but Y in the meantime is allowed to cross 
the efficiency bar in consequence of which Y draws higher rate of pay 
in the same grade. Whether Y will now be senior to X in the light 
of the reply given by the Hon'ble Member in August, 1927, to starred’ 
question No. 9? 

MEMBER Jn charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tlio Hwi’liit 
Mr. A. Mari): Yes, as long as X does not cross the effici^cy bar. 
If and when X dofes cross the bar, it is a matter for the head of the 
office to decide the seniority of the two. 
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•■ku JITENDRALAL BANNERJEEs (h) (t) Y is an officer of 
another department on a certain grade. X is an officer of a depart- 
ment detained at the efficiency bar. On joining the department of 
X, T is in receipt of pay much higher than X detained at the effi- 
ciency bar with the result that the question of crossing the efficiency 
bar does not formally arise in the case of Y. Whether Y will be 
senior to X ? 


The Hvfble Mr. A. MARR: (6) (i) Yes, ordinarily, subject tO“ 
any orders which the head of the office may pass if and when X 
crosses the efficiency bar. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (b) (ii) Y joins the depart-^ 
ment of X on transfer and draws the same rate of pay as drawn by X 
in the same grade. X is detained at the efficiency bar but Y is 
formally allowed to cross the efficiency bar. Y is junior to X in the 
length of 8er\’ice under Government. Whether X is senior to Y. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. MARR: (6) {it) No. The reply to (a) holds 
good in this case also. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (6) (Hi) X is a typist im 
a department confirmed in the grade, is given a clerical appointment 
and under certain circumstances is allowed to draw a rate of pay far 
aboye the scale at the efficiency bar. His service in the typist’s post 
was not formally confirmed. Whether his seniority will be determined 
according to the length of service from his date of appointment in 
the clerical grade or from the date of appointment as a typist P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: (6) (m) Ordinarily from the date 
of his appointment in the clerical grade. 


Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: On a point of information. 
Sir. Is it permissible to put non-problematical questions which it is 
difficult to follow, by a sort of previous arrangement with the Hon’ble 
Member? 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: On a point of order. Sir. 
Is the hon’ble member justified in raising this point of order when the 
President has allowed this question and a Member of Government haa 
answered it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, we move on to unstarred ques- 
tions. 
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UnstarrMi Quaations 

(answers to which ware takl on the iablt). 

Subdivisional Ofllcar, Kushtia. 

77. Mr. RANillT PAL CHOUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
her in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether 
there has been considerable increase of communal troubles in the sub- 
division of Kushtia, and that actual outbreaks had taken place in the 
villages of Sanota, Iladhagram, Kaya, Goalgram, Khoksha and 
Paharpur during the time of the present Subdivisional Officer? 

(6) Is it a fact that the present Subdivisional Officer of Kushtia 
is the President of the Mosque Committee? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state when he resigned and what led to his 
resignation ? 

(<i) Is it a tact that he resigned the presidentship of the Mosque 
Committee after the Muhammadans of Kushtia had publicly killed 
a cow and made a ]>ublic demonstration of the same? 

MiMBER in charge cT POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tha 

HCfl'Wc Mr. A. N. Mobif^f). (a) The present Subdivisional Officer 

Kushtia was posted th^re in November, 1926. In the early part 
of 1927 some incidents occurred which indicated the existence oi com- 
munal tension in the subdivision, but the situation has improved 
recently. Of the villages mentioned, only Radhagram was the scene 
of any disturbance reported to Government. 

(h) No. 

(c) and (d) He resigned as soon as he knew of a cow-killing 
incident in February, 1927. 

Mn RANJJT PAL CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of tlm Political Department be pleased to state whether It is a 
fact that the Subdivisional Officer of Kushtia tried to convert a 
Christian girl 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If I remember aright, I disallowed this ques- 
tion. So the member should not have put it. 

dMiYitioiial Ofllocr, Kiitlilit. 

7t. Mr. RASJIT ML CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
*ber in" charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether 
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it id a fact that the present Subdivisional Officer of Kushtia took any 
ateps over the affair of processions passings by the nio8(][ue with music 
during the last Saraswati Puja? 


Tile Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Yes, he advised the police 
officer authorised to issue licences on the subject. 


Apprehended oommunal trouble at Kushtia. 

7B, Mr. RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: (a) Is the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department aware that on Sunday, 
the ITth February last, a notice was sei-ved on the people of Kushtia, 
by beat of drum, that no meeting or procession of any kind in con- 
nection with the last Saraswati Puja would l)e held without the 
“Sanction of the District Magistrate? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state — 

(i) who was responsible for the notice; and 

{ii) the occasion which led to the issue of the notice? 

(c) Is it a fact that the said notire was written in pencil on a 
.■torn piece of paper without any signature or seal of the authorities 
and without any date also? 

{d) Is it a fact that in the month of May, 1927, the Kushtia Circle 
Inspector inquired almut the communal trouble at Chithalia and 
submitted a report to the Subdivisional Officer* in order to bind down 
^5onie 19 Muhammadans under section 107, Criminal Procedure Code, 
and section 144, (’riuiinal Procedure Code? 

{e) Is it a fact that the Subdivisional Officer took no notice of 
it? 


Thf Hon’biB Mr. A. N. MOBERLY l (a) An order under the 
Police Act, prohibiting processions and assemblies in connection with 
the Saraswati Puja without licence was published by beat of drum 
in Kushtia, on 17th February, 1929. The licence was to be obtained 
from the police and not from the District Magistrate. 

(h) (i) The District Magistrate on information received from the 
Superintendent of Police. 

(it) The District and Sessions Judge had refused permission for 
Oovemment buildings and propei-ty, rw., the Civil Court compound 
to be used for the Saraswati Puja. As there was some feeling, it 
was considered desirable that the authorities should receive timely 
notice of any intended meeting or procession. 

(c) The notice was written in ink. It was duly signed, by the 
District Magistrate. It still shows no sign of ever having been torn. 
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(d) and (e) In May, 1927, the Circle Inspector of Police submitted 
a report sugge»tiDg that action under sections 107 and 140, Orimilial 
Procedure Code, might be taken against some Muhammadans trho 
threatened to kill cows in the mosque at Chithalia on the occasioik 
of the Bakr-Id. The Subdivisional OflBcer then went with the Circle 
Inspector to the locality and met both parties. The Muhammadans^ 
undertook not to kill cows in the mosque or anywhere, except at the 
site selected by the Subdivisional Officer in the presence of both- 
parties. This was done, and the Bakr-Id passed off quietly. 

Mfa RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURIS With reference to answer 
(c), will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be 
pleased to state whether the notice was an after thought and a supple- 
mentary oneP 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. N* MOBERLY: I do not understand the 
question, Sir. 

Mr. RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state if the notice referred to in answer (c) is a “sub- 
sequent notice”? 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Subsequent to what? I do not understand the 
question ? 

Mr. RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURI. It is stated in answer (c) that 
the notice was duly signed by the District Magistrate. I want ta 
know whether this particular notice was a “ subsequent notice ” or 
not? 

(No reply.) 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that the gentleman who has just put the question is a member 
of the Swaraj party, who has never visited this area with the object 
of settling the Hindu-Muhammadan troubles there? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that extraordinary question.- 
(Laughter.) 

Dradgara ** Burdwanp” CaMday ” and RanaMahay.’* 

iSi BalNi NALINIRANJAN BARKER: Will the 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased t© etate 
in a comparative tabular form — 

(o) the cost of purch^e, working, upkeep and repairs as also 
the amounts written off for depreciation of the dredgera^ 
Burdwan, RonoUdshd/y and Cowlty since tika dttte ol thbir 
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pnrchase till the end of the year 1927-28 shown separately 
for eiwh year and classified accordinjf to such heads of 
expenditure as chargfes for establishment, repairs, interest 
on loans, and all other overhead and incidental charjires; 
(h) the total number of workinjir days for each of these dredgers 
for each year since their purchase to the end of 1927-28; 
and 

(c) the cost per 1,000 c. feet dredjjred in each year, and the 
total quantity dredged in each such yearP 

The Hon’bte Nawab Bahaibir 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURIf Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari. Statements are laid on the 
table. 


Sfatevienfs referred to ul the reply to umteirred question No. 80^ 
Statement 1. 


Coat of purchase of the dredgers. 



“ Burdwen.” “ CJowley.” 

“ Ronaldshay.' 


Rs. Rs. 

Re. 

Coet 

13,11,824 50,75,688 

53,20,667 

Overhead charges 

4,73,635 

3>36,008 


Statement 2. 



Cost of working. 



** Burdwan.*^ 


Period. 

Establishment 

employed on Other charges, 

the vessels. 

Total. 


Rs. R«. 

Rs. 

ItfSiS (from 6th February to 13,910 20,041 

33,051 


aist December). 



660 


QUESTIONS 


[3ed Apul 



Cowley.” 



Period. 

Establishment 
employed on 
the vessels. 

Other charges. 

Total. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

1923 (from 5th July to 

31st December). 

4,441 

10,613 

16,064 

1924 

40,734 

1,33,247 

1,73,981 

1926 

47,683 

1,60,714 

2,14,397 

1920 




1927 

8,688 

27,810 

36,498 


“ Ronalds hay.’ 

- 


1923 

17,499 

72.876 

90,375 


1924 

1926 

1926 

1927 

Note. — O verh<^, establishment and other charges are not shown in the accounts 
ngainat speciiic vessels, but agamst the works on which the dredgers are employed. 

Statement 3. 


Cost of upkeep when laid up. 





“ Burdwan ” 

“ Cowley.” 

” Ronaldshay. 




Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1923 



3,662 

16,120 

28,395 

1924 



2,331 

11,778 

8,027 

1926 



2,781 

8,075 

7,039 

1920 



6,684 

13,115 

9,186 

1927 



7,889 

13,076 

18,199 


Cost of repairs. 


Year. 


“ Burdwan.” 

“ Cowley.” 

** Ronaldshay.' 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1922- 23 

1923- 24: .. 


12,183 

19,460 

33.626 

1924-26 


4,664 

37,726 

12,936 

1926-26 


16,216 

43,338 

6404 

1926-27 

.. 

13,735 

18,645 

20,847 

1927-28 

.. 

12,233 

38,346 

67469 
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Statement 4. 


AttwutiU written ojf' for deprecinti>on. 


Year. 

“ Ronaldshay.” 

Rfl. 

“Burdwan.*' 

Re. 

“ Cowley.’ 

Re. 

1922-23 

82.800 

3.520 

Nil 

1923-24 

78.300 

42.680 

1.02,360 

1924-25 

Nil 

Nil 

2.29,457 

1925-26 

Nil 

9.240 

1.85,954 

1926-27 

Nil 

42.460 

Nil 

1927-28 

Nil 

Nil 

1,18,567 


Statement 5. 


Interest on loans 


for the purchase 

of the dredgers 

“ Cowley and 

“ Burdwan.'^ 

Year. 

Intereet paid. 


Re. 

1922-23 

3.25,000 

1923-24 

6.48.845 

1924-25 

6,20.584 

1926-26 

6,90,486 

1926-’27 

6,58,432 

1927-28 

4,67,396 


“ Bonaldshay^ 


vStatf.ment G. 

Toted number of working days for each of the dredgers for each year 
since their purchase. 



1 

1923. 

192^. 



1 { r . 

** Roxmldshay ” 

36 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

Nil 

“ Cowley ” 

10 


139 

1 Nil 

19 

** Burdwan ” . . 

80 

Nil 

Nil 

1 163 

Nil 

The cost of 1,000 c. 

ft. dredged in each year. 



Re. 

Re. 

Re. 

Re. 

Re. 

** Bonaklehay 

5*94 





“ Cowley ” 

2*80 


6*26 


8*42 

** Bufdwan ” . . 

i 

15*91 



5*35 
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C. ft. 

C.ft. 

C.ft. 

C.ft. 

C.ft. 

“ RooakUhay ” 

15,209,621 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

NU 

« Cowley ” 

5,376,762 

56,322,307 

34,311,466 

Nil 

10,668,027 

** Burdwan ” 

2,133,005 

Nil 

Nil 

8,819,033 

NU 


OMiiands for Crants. 

4S.— >8tatioffiory and Printing. 

Tha Hon’Mo Mr. A. MARR: On the recommendation of His 
Ebccellency the Governor I bejf to move that a sum of R«. 24,21,000 
be ffranted for expenditure under the head “ 46. — Stationery ^d 
Printing.’’ 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA. I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 11,01,000 under the head ‘‘ 46 A. — Stationery and Print- 
ing Government Presses” be reduced by Re. 1 (to discuss the re- 
munemtion of the poor press workers). 

Sir, my object in bringing forward this motion for reduction is 
to discuss the remuneration of the poor press workers and by the 
way to show how Government have l)een flouting the opinion of this 
House I'epeatedly and deliberately. It may be in the recollection of 
the House that on IQth February, 1928, a resolution was carried in 
this House, asking Government to put the lino-operators in the, Bengal 
Government Press on a salaried basis but we learn from the reply 
of Hon’ble Mr. Marr on 18th August, 1928, that the GK>vemment 
could not or would not see their way to give effect to that resolution. 
I confess. Sir, I cannot really make out the reason why, specially 
when we see that in the Government of India Press these very people 
are on a salaried basis. On Idth August, 1928, was passed by an 
overwhelming majority a resolution requesting the Government to 
set up a committee to inquire into the working of the different presses 
under the Government of Bengal. No effect has been given to tl|at 
as yet. Again on 9th February last this House passed a resolution 
urging Government to give immediate effect to the two resolutions 
mentioned above. We are yet to learn the fate of that rescdution 
too. Perhaps the Hon’ble Member would say that Government could 
not see their way to give effect to those resolutions. But the persis- 
tent question that comes is “ Why?” “ Why?” may we nqt ^ 
Government the reason why they are not prepared to show even this 
bit of deference to the considered desire of the House as to give out 
the reasons of their inability. 
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coming to the question of tke remuneration of tke poor 
of the Press, I shall in the first instance refer to the reply 
-of the Government to the question of my friend Dr. Kumud Sankar 
Ray in December, 1927. We gather from that reply that the piece- 
workers are being systematically starved. 

Sir, in August, 1928, the Hon’ble Mr. Man* said that he would 
be glad to enquire into any matter of partiality, unfair dealings, 
misbehayiour, etc. I have, Sir, in my possession ample proof to show 
that these vices run rampant in the Bengal Government Press. Take 
i:he case of the Bindei's — all Muhammadans. I am informetl that 
the life of these poor employees has been made simply unbearable 
iby oppressions and unnei*essary harassments of the Binding Foreman. 
These poor Muhammadan binders made numerous representations to 
ihe office master but in vain. Then there are the transfers of the 
employees to the pre.sses of the Police Commissioner and the Private 
iSecretary. Here also favouritism plays no inconspicuous part. For 
the information of the Hon’ble Member I may mention the case of 
<me who is the son of a Roll-keeper. Will the Hon’ble Member kindly 
enquire if it is not a fact that this gentleman has been promoted over 
the heads of senior and experienced men simply by virtue of his being 
the son of a Roll-keeper? 

In August, 1928, again the Hon’ble Mr. Marr said that the 6th 
recommendation of the Piece Enquiry Contmittee of 1925 (namely, 
that the older hands should, if they desire it, be put on to lighter 
work) has been given effect to. But I am reliably informed that, 
whatever may be the case in theory, in practice only those who can 
bribe and flatter their superior officers have got chance of availing 
i;hi8 recommendation. 

One word about the settlement presses and I have finished. In 
August, 1928, the Hon’ble Mr. Man* said that the settlement presses 
have no grievances whatsoever and that the employees there are 
isllowed Sunday and all gazetted holidays. 

Thi Haii’bla Mr. A. MARR: On a point of order. All that I 
could hear of the hon’ble mover’s speech is settlement presses.” 
If that is so, I beg to submit that it does not come under this head 
at all. 

Mr. RRiilRiNT: Mr. Mukerjea, will you take this hint from 
the ?Qn’ble Member? 

irililt TARAICIIATH MUKIRdiA: I was not able to hw 
Hon ’hie Member. 

Mr. RRffl^NTt Now it is your turn Mr. Mart* to speak 
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•rijut TARAKNATH MUICERJEA: I would like to ask the 

Hon*ble Member to explain to this House why there was a strike in 
the Jessore Settlement Press in 1927? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: I be#? to rise ag^in on a point of 
order. “ Settlement presses does not come under this head. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukerjea, it is always difficult for a 
member to curtail his speech when he has preparcni a set speech but 
seeing that the Hon'ble Meral)er has taken exception to your refer- 
ring to “settlement presses” I think you should omit that portion 
from your speech. 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA; I will not speak further. 
In conclusion I appeal on behalf of the poor press workers to all 
members of the House to suppoit this motion. 

Tha Hon'bM Mr. A. MARR: As I said l)ef(^re all that I could hear 
of the mover’s speech was in connection with the settlement presses 
but that subject does not come under this head at all, it comes under 
“5. — Land Revenue.” 

As regards the reason given on paper by the mover of this m^diott 
— to discus^ the remuneration of the ])oor ])re8S workers — I have* 
already explained this year in this Council that this matter was gone 
into very thoroughly indeed by a committee of this House which 
enquired into all the grievances of the press workers in the presses 
at Alipore. They finally made 11 recommendations and out of these 
recommendations Goveniment accepted 10 and it appears to me that 
this is quite a sufficient answer to any question about the remunera- 
tion of the press workers. Mr. Travers was on that committee and 
if he had been present here to-day he would have explained to the- 
House his views as he did on the last occasion. I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Srijut Taraknath Mukerjea was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Ahamatf, Mauivi KMiruMin. 
Atiqiillaii, Mr. Sytd Mtf. 

BAftiii, Mbu RtniM OhaiiBra. 
BaesriMi, Dr. frainathanatii. 
BantriM, SbBu BremotiM Nath. 
Bannarjat, Babu Jittndralal. 

BBMi, Babii Batl Bakliar. 

Biwas, Baba Bartmlra Natb. 
Obatlariat, trljat Bljay Komar. 
ObaaBbiwi, Maulvi Ntirul Naa. 
Saagaly, Babii KbafteBra Natb. 
B b am , Baba Aa m rt aB r a Natb. 


BbMb Maulili, Mr. tatytiiBra Cbanbra. 
BuBta, Mr. Jaftab ObaaBra. 

HaaiM, Kaii EmBaBul. 

HwBi Kban BabaBur Maaivi Kkramal. 
HiiMin, Kban BabaBar Maulai ByaB 
MaabaU 

Karim, Maalfi AbBal. 

Kban, Kban Bablb Maatvi Maanam AH.. 
Maiti, Baba MabaaBra Natb, 

Maitra, trijat JaganBra Natb. 

Maharjaa, BHJat TBrabMtb. 

Nanay, MabaraJ Ramar Brit CbanBra.. 
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NMMirv Mil Htm Clianira. 
fal IMiMHuri, Mr. Ptanjit. 
nrnhmm, MaiHvi ••uumur- 
llaliiM Mr. A. F. M. AIMiiir> 
RaiH, Mauhrl lyMl AMur. 

Iiay» Maaii turtiMIra Nath. 
Iiay» Dr. Kumiid iankar. 

Ray, Sri Jut RaSha Oebinda. 


Blair, Mr. J. R. 

CaMtIlt, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, th« Hon'bl* Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 
Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cahan, Mr. 0. J. 

Oath, Mr. A. J. 

Onmunand, Mr. 4. C. 

OhMt, Mr. M. C. 

Bllehritt. Mr. R. N. 

Buha, Mr. F. N. 

Oumar, Mr. C. W. 

Hast, Mr. 0. P. 

Hapkynt, Mr. W. t. 


Ray ehaudhiiH, Mr. K. 0. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiraa Sankar. 
iarkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

SatUr, Mr. Abdaal Raaak Najaa Abdoan. 
tan, Mr. tatlah Chandra, 
tan, triJut Natandra Nath. 


Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Lamb, Mr. T. 

Marr, th« Han'Ma Mr. A. 

Mtttar, tha Nan'bit Sir Prtvaah Chundtr.. 
Mabarly, tha Han’bla Mr. A. N. 

Mukarji, Mr. t. C. 

Philip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Raaa, Mr. Q. F. 

Ray, Mr. Bijey Praaad tingh. 
tarkar, Rai tahib Rabati Mohan, 
ttaplaton, Mr. H. t. 

Tata, Major Banaral Qodfray. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4, 

Wordawarth, Mr. W. C. 


The A>es heiiijr and the Noes 27 the followiiif; motion was- 
c arried : - 

“ That the demand of Rs, 11,01,000 under the head ‘ 46A. — 
vStationerv and Printing? — Goveniment Pi-esses * l>e reduced by Re. 1 
(to discuss the remuneration of the poor press workers)/’ 


5-dO p.in. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. 1 should like to have one discussion on niotiont 
Nos. 77d and 774; 775 does not arise because it is not complete, the 
intendin^r mover not havinjr given any reason tor putting? forward that, 
motion. 

The following motion was called but not moved : — 

•abu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: That the demand of Rs. 24, 21,000 
under the head ‘ 4G. — Stationeiy and Printing ’ be reduced by 
Rs. 4,00,000.” 

Srijut BNAY KUMAR OHATTERJEE: I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 24,21,000 under the head ** 46. — Stationery and Print- 
ing” be reduced by Re. 1 (on the ground that Government do not 
encourage indigenous industries, but purchase the major portion of 
the stores from foreign countries). 

Sir, I beg to suggest that the Government is not encouraging 
indigenous industries by purchasing stores as far as practicable of 
Indian manufacture. I want an assurance from the Hon’ble Member- 
in-charge that he would try his best to encourage indigenous industriea- 
by purchasing stores locally. 
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TIm Hon’M Mf, A, MARRi Sir, we are doing our level beet to 
purchaee as much of our stores ae we can in India of ladian mmu- 
.facture. I have got the figures here. The only stores purchased out- 
:side India are articles such as thread for the sewing machines, glue, 
bookbinders’ needles which cannot be obtained in Calcutta equal in 
^quality to those purchased abroad. Of course spare parts for machin- 
ery are not a product of Indian industry and these must be obtained 
from the manufacturers, although we do get a fair proportion from 
local agents. Stores to the value of Rs. 16,967 were purchased local- 
dy during the past year and these are divided as follows : — 



Be. 

British manufactured stores 

... 6,678 

Foreign manufactured stores 

... 1,795 

Local manufactured stores 

... 8,594 


iStores to the value of J228-12-6, equal to Ra. 3,948, were indented 
for from Home as these were not procurable locally. 

I might add that as far as possible I always endeavour to get 
.-articles of local manufacture for the use of the Government Presses. 

The motion of Srijut Bijay Kumar Chatterjee was put and lost. 

Mr. PRE8IDEHT: The maximum limit will be reached within 
10 minutes and I may tell the House that the motion is still under 
A^iflcussion. 

As no one rose to speak the motion that a sum of Rs. 24,21,000, 
las amended by the Council, be granted for expenditure under the 
diead “ 46. — Stationery and Printing ” was then put and agreed tQ* 


47.— MitotlllfitQlis. 

Thf Hoffi’blt Mr. A. MARK: Sir, on the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Bs. 3,43,000 
ibe granted for expenditure under the head ** 47. — Miscellaneous.*’ 

The following motion was called but not moved: — 

Srijiit TARAKNATH MUKERdlAl That the demand of 
Bs. 4,000 under the head * 47. — Miscellaneous — Durbar presents ’ be 
iwfused.” 

Mf. iRIflBlirr: We c.]> A.v. diMUMion on Nos. 77S ..d 
•779. 
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'Pkfi following notion wm called but not moved : — 

•#1 NA|,IMIRANdAM tARKIR! “ That the demand of 
Rs. 9,000 under the head ‘ 47B. — Chargee on account of European 
-vagrants, etc.' be refused." 

Dr, KUMMO 8ANKAR RAY: I move that the demand of 
Ils. 9,000 under the head “ 47B — Miscellaneous — Charjfes on account 
of Ehiropeau vagrants, etc.’ be redut ed by Re. 1 (to criticise the policy 
of Government towards the vagrancy problem). 

Sir, in moving this motion, I would like to point out at the outset 
that it is not my intention to refuse help to poor unfortunate people 
who are forced into vagrancy simply because they belong to a parti- 
cular community. Sir, that is not my intention. My intention is to 
criticise the vagrancy policy which the Government have so far 
followed in regard to the Indian beggars. I have been told that the 
grant under this item arises out of a statutory obligation in the 
European Vagrancy Act. I would like to refer to the definition of 

European ” as given in the Act. The term includes practically 
every body on the face of the earth excepting Indians and Eurasians. 
It includes persons boni in Europe, America, the West Indies, 
Australia, Tasmania, New Zealand — in fact everywhere except India, 
«o that it includes the Negroes, Germans, Italians and even 
Hottentots, but it does not include persons who are bom in India. It 
is they who are excluded. Fnder this Act three things are enume- 
rated. The first is that when a person is found to be a vagrant, he 
will be produced before a Magistrate and meanwhile he will be pro- 
vided for by the State and it will be the duty of the Magristrate to 
find employment for him. After the lapse of sufficient time if no 
appointment is found for him, he will be sent to the workhouse. This 
Act also ensures that the Workhouse must be established. This is 
the proper course which ought to be followed with regard to the solu- 
tion of the vagrancy problem. But what I want to say is this: that 
when an Indian vagrant — who resorts to begging in the street, in 
market places and numerous other places — nothing is done for him 
whatsoever. Members of the House may well recollect the able and 
eloquent speech which was delivered the other day by Mr. Campbell 
Forrester in this ver>^ House when he depicted in pathetic terms the 
misery of these unfortunate beggars and the agony in which they 4i« 
in the streets of Calcutta. Even if I try to depict such a picture, I 
would not be able to command his eloquence nor the language ip 
which he pictured their miseries and agonies. Sometime ago in 1918 
owing to a popular clamour Government appointed a Vagrancy Com- 
mittee to investigate this matter. This Committee came to certain 
conclusions. The conclusions were that the Government should have 
passed a Vagrancy Act and should have started a workhouse and 
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Hospitals for the disabled and diseased beggars. The Committee also 
made certain recommendations in regard to Bnances and it also stated 
that as Calcutta would be benefited to a very large extent some portion 
of the expenditure should be borne by the Calcutta Corporation. But, 
Sir, no effect was given to these recommendations for a long time. 
The Calcutta Coiporation recently have agreed to do their portion and 
they have helped a non-official institution to make a humble beginning 
with regard to the solution of this problem at least so far as the 
diseased and disabled beggars are concerned. A beginning has been 
made but the Government would not come forward to help it as it 
ought to have done and as has been done in other provinces; for 
instance, in Bombay and in Ceylon where there have not only been a 
Vagrancy Act passed but where Governments have undertaken to 
maintain entirely at their own cost institutions and a workhouse for 
vagrants and hospitals for diseased beggars. Those of us who have 
some experience of hospitals in Calcutta know that the existing and 
available beds are largely kept occupied by beggars and when the time 
of discharge comes hospital authorities do not know how to discharge 
them without turning them out into the streets. As a result numerous 
complaints are received from the Ambulance authorities. Captain 
Westbrook submitted a report to the Corporation «aying that not less 
than 600 cases were taken from one hospital to another all of which 
refused admission to these cases. This (juestion was brought to 
the notice of Government in a resolution moved by Mr. Campbell 
Forrester and which was supported by Mr. Saheed Suhrawardy and in 
response the Government assured us that they would give this matter 
their favouiable consideration, I do not know whether Government 
was forced to give this assurance reluctantly or gave it of their own 
accord. But at the same time Government did not realise difficulties 
of this question. The assurance was this that a non-official institution 
will get a certain grant provided the institution was able to secure 
a lakh and a half from sources other than Government and the Corpo^ 
ration. I do not understand why the Corporation was dragged into it. 

3-45 p.m 

I submit, Sir, the Councillors of the Calcutta Corporation are quite 
able to look after their own interests. They are quite able to decide 
as to what charitable institutions they will help. This is a problem 
affecting vitally the city of Calcutta and if any non-official institution 
ti^^ to solve it even in a small degree, I do not see why Government 
should stand in its way and say that the Corporation should withhold 
its helping hand from the institution. That, I submit, Sir, is a 
serious reflection on the abilities of the Councillors of the Calcutta 
Corporation. I was tbld by a very influential member of this House^ 
who, I may say, is also a well wisher of this institution, that if any 
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disooMioa is raised on this matter, it may be difficult for the insti- 
tution to obtain the assured sum which Government wants to pay. I 
submit there is no one in this House who can conceive that such a 
thing is possible. If that is the case, then no honest discussion of the 
policy of Government is possible. I can assure the hon’ble member^ 
who gave that advice, that the Hon’ble Mr. Marr, who hud himself 
visited the institution, and was so pleased with the achievements that 
he said that there would be no difficulty for the institution to get the 
grant. With these words I wish to bring to the notice of this House 
that no further time should be lost in getting ready a Vagrancy Act, 
and making provision therein for a workhouse, hospital for diseased 
and disabled beggars and other matters whi(‘h are intimately <()!mec- 
ted with the beggar preblem. 

Tlie HoifMe Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Sir, this well- 
meant but ill-conceived motion is really based on a number of mis- 
apprehensions. The European Vagrancy Act is a Government of 
India Act, passed so far hack as 1874, and is based on an Act of 1809 
and Acts even older than that. The object of this Act was to stop 
vagrancy of persons not of Indian domicile, not by spoon-feeding, 
because one of the provisions of the Act was that a vagrant would be 
paid only eight annas a day. Another provision is that he will be 
detained in a house of detention where he will be made to work and 
will get jail diet. If he attempts to leave the house of detention, he 
may be punished up to two years^ imprisonment. However, I will not 
enter into all that beyond saying that it is a misapprehension alto- 
gether to confuse the ([uestion of non-Indian vagrancy with Indian 
vagrancy. There are only a limited few of non-Indian vagrants and 
the total grant is R>. 9,999. It is not right to say that Govemment 
has not been alive to the importance of this question, and there is no 
racial question, because Britishers and Indians are equally keen, and 
Government also is equally keen, in solving this preblem. But the 
town of Calcutta attracts a very large number of beggars. Begging 
in the town of Calcutta is perhaps a more lucrative profession than 
the vocation of a daily lalxjurer. When the committee enquired into 
the matter they found that there were more than 10,000 able-bodied 
beggars who w^ere begging in Calcutta. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY. Why not provide a workhouse for 
them? 

Tilt Hon’Ilto 8ir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: If you are to 

provide a workhouse for them, you will have to legislate. If we want 
to legislate, other questions will have to be considered. There is the 
•question of Hindu religious mendicants and the Muhammadan reli- 
:gious mendicants. Of course, that is no reason why we should not 
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try to stop mendicancy, but it must be admitted that the question of 
dealing with religious mendicancy is a delicate problem. Then, Sir, to 
provide for 10,000 able-bodied beggars is a large question. We 
admire the attempt which is being made by Dr. Ray’s institution to 
solve a small fraction of this problem and our admiration is 
crystallised by the fact that Government has agreed to grant 
Rb. 4,00,000 to this institution. That will not solve even l/50th of 
the problem. The total expenditure is estimated by the committee 
at Rs. 21,24,500 capital expenditure and Rs. 1,65,220 recurring 
expenditure, but on closer investigation it appears that this amount 
will not be enough. When it is a question of 10,000 able-bodied 
beggars and over 2,000 infirm beggars and others who are incurables 
and who have to be kept without any work, the question becomes very 
difficult indeed. The financial difficulties of the Government of 
Bengal during the last eight years are well known to eveiybody. 
Although this is a pressing problem, there are various other pressing 
problems on our hands. 1 can assure the House, if an assurance were 
needed after the grant of Rs. 4,00,000, that we are as keen as Dr. Ray 
and other meml>ers of the House in solving this vagrancy problem. It 
is no use merely passing an Act and it is no use saying that these men 
Hhould be detained. You will have to provide accommodation for 
them, you will have to provide officers of a suitable t>7)€ — not of the 
jailor type but of other type — to look after them. It might be 
possible in the case of a small institution like the European Vagrancy 
Workhouse, but here it is a much bigger problem. Of course, we do 
not say that the question should not be tackled. Therefore it is no 
good making a comparison by saying that Government is not doing 
anything for Indian vagrants and at the same time saying that no 
racial (juestion is involved. 

Dr. KUMUO SANKAIt RAY: On a personal explanation, Sir, I 
never made any comparison. 

Tin 8ir RROVA8H ONUNDER MITTER: Now, this cut 

of Re. 1 in cottH^tion with European vagrancy does not tally with Dr. 
Ray’s own assurance that he does not intend that the European 
vagrants should not have their chance by working in a workhouse. 
Then, what did he mean? If you want to make a cut, you could 
hove made a cut in the Public Health budget or the TiOcal Self-Gov- 
ernment budget. 

As regards European vagrants, the position is this that all non- 
Indians, if they have no means of livelihood, are made to work in the 
workhouse. We hav^ nothing to do with the Act. It was passed by 
the Government of India more than 50 years agn: tre hate simply to 
administer the Act. 
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mm, ae rte^rdi the criticism that the grant of Rs, 4,00,000 is con- 
ditional upon Rs. lakhs being raised by the public and the Ca]cuttis> 
Corporation grant being not taken into account, I believe Dr. Ray and 
the other members of this House ought to know that the usual method 
bf making a grant is that the public must raise 2'3rd8 of the amount 
required and Government pays l/3rd. In this case we have gone 
much further. I hope after this assurance Dr. Ray will not press* 
his motion. 

The motion of Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray was then put and a division 
taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 


Afzal, Maulvi Sytd Muhammad. 

Atiquilah, Mr. tysd Md. 

Bagohi, tabu Romat Chandra. 

Banarjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 

BanarjM, Baku Prtmatha Nath. 

Batu, Babu iati tehhar. 

Bitwat, Babu Surtndra Nath. 

ChattarjM, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 

Dutt, Babu taral Kumar. 

Oangaly, Babu Khagandra Nath. 

BhaM, Babu Amartndra Nath. 

Qhoth Maulik, Mr. Satyandra Chandra, 
fiupta, Mr. dogtth Chandra. 

Hoqua, Kati Emdadul. 

Hutain, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Sytd 
Maqbul. 

Karim, Mauivi Abdul. 

Maiti, Babu Mahtndra Nath. 


Moltra, triiut Jagtndra Nath. 

Mukarjta, triJut Taraknath. 

Natktr, Babu Ntm Chandra. 

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit. 

Paddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Rahman, Mauivi Shamtur* 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur. 

Rauf, Mauivi Syad Abdur. 

Ray, Babu Surtndra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Srijut Radha ftabinda. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Sarktr, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Sattar. Mr. Abdaal Raiak Hajtt Abdaar.. 
Stn, Mr. Satith Chandra. 

San, Srijut Nagtndra Nath. 


NOES. 


Ahamad, Mauivi Katiruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Emaduddin. 
Blair, Mr. J. R. 

Cattallt, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Haftiar Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, tht Han'Mt Nanab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab All, Khan Bahadur. 
Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Cahan, Mr. b. J. 
oath, Mr. A. 4. 

Orwnmand, Mr. J. C. 

Ohata, Mr. M. C. 

Onahrlit, Mr. R. N. 

Qurnar, Mr. C. W. 

Magi, Mr. S. P. 

NdPkynt, Mr. w. t. 

Allan, Mr. Rasaur Rahman. 

UiM, MV. R. B. 


Lamb, Mr. T. 

Marr, tht Nan’Mt Mr. A. 

Mittar, tha Nan'bit Sir Prtvath Chundar*- 
Mabahy, tha Nan’bia Mr. A. N. 

Muktrji, Mr. S. C. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar Sria Chandra. 
Philip, Mr. 4. Y. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Rata, Mr. 0. F. 

Ray, Mr. Sijay praabd Singh. 

Sarktr, Rai Sahib Rahaci Matibn. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupa n d rm 
Narayan, at Nathipur. 

Staptatan, Mr. H. E. 

Tatt, Majar Bantral Badfray. 

Thampabn, Mr. W. H. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 
wardturarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being 35 and the Noes 34 the following motion was- 
carried : — 

That the demand of Rs. 9,000 nnder the head ‘ 47B. — Mis- 
cellaneous — Charges on account of European vagrants, etc.’ be reduced! 
by Re. 1 (to criticise tbe policv of Ooremmevt towards the vagrancy 
piOUAIR).’* 
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The time-limit under the head ‘‘ 47. — MisceHaneous having 
reached the following motion was not put: — 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: That the demand of 
-Rs. 7,000 under the head ‘ 47D. — Miscellaneous — Special commissions 
■of enquiry ’ be refused.” 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 3,43,000, as amended by the Council, 
be granted for expenditure under the head ” 47.— Miscellaneous ” 
rW&B then put and agreed to. 

4 p.m. 


Expenditure in England. 

The Hen’Me Mr. A. MARR: Sir, on the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 6,22,000 
ibe granted for expenditure under the head “ Expenditure in England.” 
The details of this demand have been explained on pages 96 and 07 
'of the Red Book. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Loans and Advances. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Sir, on the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 11,20,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head ” Ivoans and advances.” 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: That the demand of 
Rs. 11,20,000 under the head ‘ Loans bv Local Government ^ be reduced 
by Rs. 101.” 

Maulvl 8HAM8UR-RAHMAN: That the demand of Rs. 11,20,000 
under the head * Loans by Local Government * be reduced by Rs. 100 
(for not providing money for the Khulna District Board Water-supply 
scheme).” 

Mf. PRE8IOENT: The main demand is still open to general 
-discussion. 

(There was no discussion). 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr was put and agreed to. 
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Mk— Intarast on othor obligatiom. 

Tho Hon'bla Mr. A. MARR: Sir, on the recommeiuluticm of Hii 
Excellency the Governor, I befr to move that a sum of Rg. 4,500 b® 
granted for expenditure under the head 20. Interest on other 
obligations ” in 1929-30. 

This demand has been explained in the Memorandum, a copy of 
which has been circulated to each member of this House. It is the 
result of a Civil Court decision. 

8ri||it NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 4,500 under the head “ 20. — Interest on other obliga- 
tions ” be reduced by Rs. 333-2-11 (to raise a discussion on the |)olicy 
of Government in i-egard to Revenue settlement of estates and Diara 
estatCvs). 

My object in moving this motion is to have a discussion on the 
policy of Government regarding the assessment and re-assessment of 
revenue-paying estates 

The Hon*ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: May 1 rise on 
n point of order, Sir? The policy underlying the iissessment of land 
revenue havS nothing to do with this tiemand. This is merely a sum 
of money required to meet the demand of a (-ivil Court decree, which 
was obtained by a zamindar against the Secretary* of State. The 
Secretary of State has to pay the amount with inteiest. As the Secre- 
tarA' of State has got to ])ay interest, the Accountant-General has ruled 
that this demand has to come under this head. We are not discus?!- 
ing now the demand for land revenue. That has already been passed. 
If my friend refers to land revenue matters, T .submit he is out of 
order. He may refer to other matters. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before 1 pronounce my de(‘ision with regard 
to the point which you have raised, I ahould like to know if you have 
gone through the reasons given by the mover for putting forward the 
token cut motion under discussion. 

The Hon’Me Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Yes, Sir, 1 
have seen the point he wants to discuss. But I think he is under tt 
misapprehension, as it has nothing to do with land revenue. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think that the member has not yet said any- 
thing to which exception may be taken, even if one judged bia 
remarks from your point of view. If the reasons of which notice waa 
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given by the member raised any doubt in your mind as to the cor- 
rectness of his attitude, you should have taken exception to the motion 
itself. I think that I should give the member an opportunity to go 
on with his speech, and if at any stage you find him straying from his 
point, you may draw my attention to it. 


The Hoii’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: May 1, Sir, 
submit one point tor your consideration? The reason given by him is 
all right ; it was only w'hen he started saying that he wanted to criticise 
the land revenue policy of Government, that I rose on my point of 
order, and drew your attention to it. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That might have been merely introductory. 
Let us see how he develops his jK)int. 


SrRut NACENDRA NATH SEN: Sir, my object in moving this 
motion is to draw the attention of this House to the way in which the 
people of Bengal are l)eing mulcted of their hard-earned money by 
having to pay interest needlessly, simply on account of the short- 
sighted policy of Government with regard to the assessment of land 
revenue after settlement operations. Sir, it is common knowledge 
that when an estate has to be assessed for levenue purposes, the 
revenxie officers of (h)vernment set upon the proj)rietors of that estate 
juat like a i)ack of wolves on a flock of sheep. They know' very w^ell 
thaf if they failed to increase the revenue of Government by assessing 
enhanced rates, they have no prospect.N of promotion in their service. 
The prim'iple on which promotions are given to revenue officers is the 
same as that on which promotions are given to judicial and executive 
officers. The principle seems to be: “No increase in assessment, no 
promotion.” I submit that this is solely due to the absence of any 
^iefiuite policy on the part of Government with regard to the assess- 
ment of land revenue, when the time for re-settlement comes. If 
Government had adopted an uniform policy of assessment foi land 
revenue, then less hardship would have ensued on occasions of re-settle- 
ment. P>ery one who has any knowledge of re-assessment of land 
levenue knows how land revenues are enhanced, say fnmi Rs. 1,4(X) to 
R^. 35,000 a year, i.e., from very small amounts to very large ones. 
In this particular case, I submit that if Government had laid down a 
definite policy to be followed by the revenue officers —and if they had 
been instructed to do so— then they would have assessed the correct 
land revenue. Owing to the absence of any settled policy of Govern- 
ment, the revenue officers in this particular case thought that the 
interests of the State, as well as their own interest would best be serve<l 
if. they enhanced the land revenue 
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lilr« PRESIDENT: Order, order. The time-limit for the diecux- 
eion hf this demaad for grant has been reached. All I could gather 
from the last speech of the last day of this session, is that Mr. Sen’s 
real intention was to add another 5 minutes to the hours which the 
Council devoted to the question of land i-evenue the other day. 
(Laughter). 

The motion of Sri jut Nagendra Nath Sen was then put and lost. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 4,500 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “ 20. — Interest on other obligations ” in 192M0 was 
then put and agreed to. 


Prorogation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor to announce that the Bengal Legislative Council stands 
prorogued. 


0 .G.P 1 


'192940-76D-1,200. 
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22 A. — Staff and Household of the 
Governor— Band est'ablishinent, 

2.>i, 

22D — Executive C'oiincil, 3tKl, 301. 
34B — Agriculture, 616. 

34B. — Agriculture — Sujierintendence, 
614. 

41. — Civil Works (Dacca Civil Court 
Buddings), 639. 

4o. — Superannuation allowances and 
pensions (Indian tHUisiuiiers), 644. 
Dredgers, 6.V2. 

Garetted officers drawing military pen- 
sion in civil empbn , 4H2. 

Howrah station, oiKuiing of ilu? gates 
at, 38. 

Jagnnnath College, Dacca. 17. 
Jagannath Intermediate College, 
Dacca, 16. 

Sanitary arrangements and accommoda- 
tion on passenger trains, 94. 

Simon Qimmission, ex{)enditure in 
conncctlion with the visit of, 25. 
Veterinary AssisUtiit Surgeons, 96, 97. 
Water-supply, improvement of rural, 
150, 151. 

QtiriMr, Mr. C. W. 

Sworn in, 261. 

Quru-traifiini tchooit 

Quarters to the head-masters of, 34. 
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HaqiM, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Azliul 

Demands for Grants — 

5A. — Road cess valuation and Re- 
valuation Establishment, 60. 

6 A. — Excise — Superintendence, 122, 

123. 

15.— Irrigation, 233. 

22D. — Executive Council, 29*5, 296, 
297. 

26C. — District Executive Police 
Force — Pay of officers, 461. 

31. — FJduf'ntion (Re.served), 496. 

31.— Education (Transferred) — Gov- 
ernment Arts Colleges, 516, 617. 

31 . — Kdmntion — Si*conilary scliools, 
52.3 

31 A.— Education — Grants tlo Non- 
(Jovernmeiit Arts Colleges, 516, 
517. 

31 A,— Education — Grants to Tniver- 
sUies, 508. 

32C\ — (irant for medical purjxiHCS — 
Grant to the Calcuttla Hospital 
Nurses' Institute. 560. 

Jagnnnath Intermediate College, 

Dacca, audit accounts of, 29. 

Veterinary AssisUint Surgeons, 97. 

Hart, Mr. 8. 0., I.C.8. 

Refenmce to the death of, 261. 

High English gohooli 

Managing Committees of, 649. 

Manual Instructors of, 37. 

Himattingha, Babu Frabhu Doyal 

Jute dealings, standards of quality in, 

3H6. 

Hindu 8chool, Calcutta 

Application for transfer by a teacher 

of. 21. 

Hogg, Mr. G. P. 

Deiiiand.s for (irants — 

6. — Excise, 143. 

6H.— Excis** Bureau, 127. 

6C'. — Presidency EstUbliahment, 129. 

35A. — Industrial Development, 628. 

35A. — Technical and Industrial 

Schools, 628. 
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HafifcynSf Mr. W. t. 

Sworn in, 426. 

HoqtM, ICail Eam»dMi 

Abanduiuneut of Embankmentn Nob. JJ, 
5, 18 and U' of Schedulo D to the 
Bininal Kmhankment Act, 31. 
BenuindB for Grant — 

22F. — Le(;iHlativc Council — Tempo- 

riiry estaldwhinenl, 334. 

31C'.— -Education (T ran wf erred) —Pri- 

mary, 532, 633. 

32B. —Hospitals and dispensaries, 
547. 

SJU.—Puhlir Health Estahlishmcnt, 
573. 

34H. — Agriculture, (J13. 

35. — Industries, 632. 

Private Secretary and Military Secre- 
tary, travelling allowances to the 
AssistantllH of tlie offices of, 152. 

Houin, Nawab Mutharruf, Khan Baha- 
dur 

Demand for Grant — 

6A Excise— Buiiermtendence, 116, 

117, 118. 

Presentation of Select CommitU’*e 
report on the Bengal (Bural) Pri- 
mary Education Bill, 1929, 429. 

Howrah Improvomont trust Bill 

PropostHl conference on tilie subject of, 
429. 

Howrah Station 

Opening of the gates at, 37. 

HuQt Khan Bahadur Mauivi Ekramul 

Demand for Grant — 

22D.— Executive Council, 291, 292, 
293, 294. 

“More” embankments in Midnapore, 
40, 41, 42. 

Nutaln, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Byod 
MaqhuJ 

Dr. Khastagir’s (Government) High 
School, Chittagong, 35. 


Hussain, Mauivi Latalat 

Bhatpara Municipality, rate-payers of, 
544. 

Bhatpara Municipality, representation 
of lal)our in the board of, 598. 

Improvomant Trust Bill, Howrah 

Proposed conference on the subject of, 
429. 

Intorast on othor obligations 

Demand for, 673. 

Irrigation 

System of classification of the budget 
heads under, 546. 

Irrigation Dopartmont 

Expenditure in connection with origi- 
nal works of, 152. 

Irrigation loan 

Income from and interest paid for, 
389. 

Jagannath Colisgs, Dacca, 17. 

Jagannath Intermediate Collogs, Dacca, 

15. 

Jagannath Intormodiate Colitgf, Dacca 

Audit accounts of, 28. 

Principal of. 30. 

Jantrail Union Board in Daooa, 39. 

Jenkins, Dr. W. A. 

Demands for Grants — 

31.— Education— Secondary Schools, 

526. 

31B. — Education (Transferred)— 

Secondary, 526. 

Jossore Distrlot Board 

Chairman of, 593. 

Chairman of, residence of, 653. 

Juts daalingi, standards of Quality lfi| 

886 . 
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KaHaghyt fM in Mi*ii«ort, 28. 


INDEX. 


II 


Kanii 

Bnnran thana in, 42. 

Kaatm, Mauivi Abul 

Demands for Grants — 

5A. — Land Revenue Admniistration, 

68 . 

9B. — District diaries— Pay of suh- 
registrars and clerks, li^2. 

22D. — Executive Council. 302 

Katwa tubdi vision 

Junior Madrasah at Agardangi in. 36. 

Khan, Babu Dtbsndra Lai 

Midna|>oTe, training in field firing and 
military mameuvre.s of Volunteer 
Corps in, 594. 

Khan, Mauivi Tamiiuddin 

Demands for Grants — 

5B. — Management of Government 

Estates, 97. 

8B. — Forests — Estahlishments, 16'). 
22D. — Executive Council, 2H‘^ 
22E.~Ministers, 321. 322. 323 
24F. — Civil and Sessions (’ourts — 
Allowance to jurors and assessors, 
3r>8, 360. 

24F. — Civil and S**ssions Courts — 
Pay of officers, 347, 349. 

26C. — District Exe<-utiv«‘ Polio* 
Force — 

Pay of Assistant Sul)-lns|>ect4)rH 
and Head Constables, 432. 

Pay of Inspectors, 432 
Pay of SuMnspectors, 432. 

State scholarships for siudy outside 
India, 17. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Athraf All 

Junior Madrasah at Agardangi in 
Katwa sul>division, 36. 

King Oaana’t Daok, 540. 


Kumv rivar, 81. 

Kuahtia 

Apprehended communal trouble at, 
657. 

Communal troubles in. 656. 

Subdivisional offiwr of, 656. 

Labour unions 

See “ Arrests.” 

Logiliativi Dapartmant, 267. 

Lapor Colony 

iSohenie for a. at MidimjKire, 567. 

Loans and Advanoaa 

Demand for, 672. 

Madrasah, Junior 

See Katwa sulidivision.” 

Maguiro, Mr. L. T. 

Demand for Grant - 
31 . Education (Reserved), 495. 

Malda 

Creation of Nawabganj s\il)divisu)n 
14. 

Silk Co-o|K*rative rnion of, 628. 

Silk industry of, 625. 

Managing Committoat of High English 

Sohoolt, 649. 

Manual Inatruotori of High Englltf 

Bohooli, 37. 

Marr, tho Hon’blt Mr. A. 

All-Bengal Registration Employees' 
Conference, resolutions of, 22, 23. 

Btibu Bhujiendra Kumar Barkar, 
teacher, Hindu S<*hool, Calcutta, 22, 

Bengal Government Press, numlier ol 
Muhammadan employi*es other thar 
menials and compositors in, 152. 

Bow Baxar Street, granting of a license 
for a countiry spirit ahop at No. 3 , 
207. 
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Marr, Heti'bla Mr. k^contd. 

Calcutta-JesBore Road, 640. 

Comilla Victoria College, 210. 

Demands for Grants — 

6. -~Excise, 111, 144, 145, 146. 

6A. — Excise — Superintendence, 124, 

125. 

6C. — Presidency Establishment, 129. 

7. — Stamps, 44, 158, 160, 161. 

9A. — Scheduled Taxes, 196, 199. 

20. — Interest on other obligatSons, 
673. 

22T). — Executive Council, .304. 

27. — Ports and Pilotage, 482, 489. 

.30. — Scientific Departments, 492. 

31. — Education (Reserved), 492, 497. 
31. — Education (Transferred), 498. 
31A. — Education — Grants to Univer- 
sities, 513, 515. 

31 A . — Education (Transferred) — 

Recurring grant to Calcutta Uni- 
versity, 503. 

37. — Miscellaneous Departments, 638. 
41. —Civil Works, 6^)8 , 640. 

43. — Famine Relief, 642. 

45. — Superannuation and 45A. — Com- 
mutation of iiensions, 641. 

46. — Stationery and Printing, 662, 

666 . 

46 A. —Stationery and Printing — Gov- 
ernment Presses, 664. 

47. — Miscellaneous, 666. 

60. — Civil Works not charged to 
revenue, 688, 642. 

Fotpenditure in England, 672. 

Loans and Advances, 672. 

Dr. Khnstagir’s (Government) High 
S<‘hool, Chittagong, 35. 

Excise Licensing Board, C'alcutta, 597. 
Excise shops, Vending of, 76, 78. 
Faridpur-Charmaguria Railway project, 
24. 

Female education, officer in charge of, 
93. 

Free Primary education introduced 
under Mr. Biss's scheme, 19. 


Marr, the Hon*i>le Mr, k^-*-<(mtld. 

Governing body of colleges, representa- 
tion of staff on, 386. 

Howrah station, opening of the gates 
at), 38. 

Jagannath College, Dacca, 17. 

Jagannath Intermediate College, 

Dacca, 15, 16. 

Jagannath Intermediate College, 

Dacca — 

Audit accounts of, 29, 30. 

Principal of, 30, 31. 

Junior Madrasah at Agardangi in 
Katwa subdivision, 36. 

King George’s Dock, 541. 

Managing Committees of High English 
Sc'hools, 649. 

Manual Instructors of High English 
Sc-hools, 37, 

(Quarters to the head-masters of guru- 
training schools, 34. 

Sanitary arrangements and accommo- 
dation on passenger trains, 94, 95. 

Seniority of ministerial officers, 654, 
6.55. 

State scholarships for study outside 
India, 18. 

Medical Schools 

Teaching of different subjects by one 
teacher in, 83 

Mombors 

Attendance of, 13, 76, 148, 206, 261, 
316, 381, 426, 481, 540, 593, 649. 

Midnaporo 

Kaliaghye flood in, 28. 

Leper colony at, scheme for a, 567. 

“More” embankments in, 40. 

Training in field firing and military 
manieuvres of Volunteer Corps in, 
594. 

Military Soorotary 

See “ Private Secretary.” 

Mlnistorial olAoort 

Seniority of, 654. 



INDEX. 


tl— No. 3.j 


IS 


Mitlirf Hit HMi’Mt Sir Provath ChutMtar 

Batvr&n thana in Kandi, iniprorement 
of communications of, 43. 

Bhatpara Municipali%, rate-payers of, 
544. 

Bhatpara Municipality, representation 
of labour on the board of, 699. 

Chairman, Jessore District Board, 
593, 653, 654, 

Compounders, alleged grievances of, 
542, 543. 

Congress Exhibition, 1928, and the 
question of not sending exliibit's from 
Government Departments, 20, 21. 

Demands for Grants — 

5. — Land Revenue, 45. 

,5A. — Land Revenue Administration, 
09. 

5A. — Land Revenue Administration — 
Office expenses and nii.HcellaneouH, 

49. 

5A. — Land Revenue Administration — 
Travelling allowance. 40. 

5A. — Land Revenue Administlratum— 
Ward Estates Establishment, 52, 
55. 

5A. — Road Cess Valuation and Re- 
valuation Establishment', 57, 59, 
63. 

5B. — Land distribution and settle- 
ment in Sundarbans, 72, 73. 

6B- — Management of (Government 
Estates, 100, 102. 

5C. — Survey and .Settlement — Major 
Settlement Operations, lOS. 

20. — Interest on other obligations, 
673, 674. 

22F. — Legislative Council — Tempo- 
rary Establishment, 3.34, 

25. — Jails and Convict Settlements, 
376, 398 

25A. — Jails, 379. 

32. — Medical, 646. 

32. — Medical establishment — Super- 
intteudence, 647. 

32B. — Hospitals and dispensaries, 
648. 


Mitttr, tht Non*blf Sir Provath CtmiMlir 

— condd. 

Demand for Grant — condd. 

32C. — Grant for medical purpcMna — 
Grant to the Calcutta Hospital 
Nurses’ Institute, 561, 564, 565. 
33. — Public Health, 570. 

33A. — Public Healtli Establishment,. 
576. 

33B. — Ex|H‘nses in connet'tioii witb 
epidemic diseases, 586, 587. 

43.— Famine Relief. O^IIL 
47B. -Miseellaneous — Charges on 
neeuunt of European Vagrants,, 
etc.. 669, 670 

Demand for (Giant — Supplenioiitar>' — 
25. — Jails and Conviet Settlements, 44. 
Howrah Improvement Trust Bill, pro- 
posed eonti'renee on tlie subject of, 
429. 

Jaiitrail rnion Board in DncTU, 39, 40^ 
Legislative Departmmit*. 208. 

Pauehtluipi rnion Board, 36. 

Cnion Board ehalions, civil suits tn 
set nsid»\ 42K. 

rnion boards ot Tippera, sulidiviNioia 
into wards, 27. 

Wards and (Government Estates,. 
employiH'K of. 20(b 

WaU*r-supply. impiuveineiit' of rural,. 
148, 149, 150, 151. 

Mobarly, the Hon'ble Mr. A. N. 

Arrest of ex-deU‘iiu .Monoranjan Guptft 
at Hezwada, 427, 42H. 

Arrests 111 C’nlcutta and elsewhere in 
Bengal made on the 20th March, 
1929, 262. 263. 264 

Calcutta High Omrt, iicf'ounts of the 
Appellate Side of, 382. 

Courts, prwess-serviiig and medial 
establishments of, 92, 93. 

Demands for (Grants - 

22. — (General Administration, 244. 

22 A. — Staff and Household of thtr 
Governor — Band establishment,. 
2.5H. 

22A. — StJaff and Household of the 
Governor — Bodyguard eatablial^ 
ment, 271 . 
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4Mti1y, tiM Non’IMt Mr. A. N — contd. 

Demands for Grants — concld. 

22A. — Staff and Household of the 
Governor — Private Secretary, 252. 

'22A. — Staff and Household of the 
Governor- -Sul)8cription to Indian 
News Afiency Telcj»;ranis, 248. 

■22D, — Executive Council, 305, 306. 

^2K.~Miniaters, 330. 

U2F, — Legislative Council — Tempo- 

rary Estahlishment, 334. 

124. — Administration of Justice, 346, 
372. 

124F. — Civil and Sessions Courts — 
Allowance to jurors and assessors, 
360. 

"24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts — 
Pay of officers — District and 
Sessions Judges, 3‘)4, 357. 

124G. — Administration of Justice — 

Court of Small Causw*8, 362. 

126. — Police, 406. 

26A. — Presidency Police, 419 

126A. — Presidency Police — Sergeants, 

413. 

126A. — Presidency Police, SujM'nn- 

tendenc<‘, 406. 

126B . — Su pe r i n k* iide nee ( Ben gal 

Police), 423. 

126C\-~ District Executive Police 
Force, 452, 153, 4.55, 4.57, 4.58. 

126G. — Criminal Inve.stigntion Depart- 
ment, 471. 

126G.— Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment — Secret Service money, 468. 

126G.— Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment — Temporary Police Force, 
464. 

32C. — Grant to State Medical Faculty 
of Bengal and the Bengal Council 
of Medical Registration, 551. 

41. — Civil Works (DacTa Civil Court 
Buildings), 640. 

IBlecioral rolls, propAration of, caste 
of electors, 316, 317. . 

Oasetted oflBcers drawing military pen- 
sion in civil employ, 481, 482. 
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Mobarty, tiM Mr. A. H^oneU, 

Kushtia, apprehended communal 
tfrouWe at, 657, 658. . 

Kushtia, Sulxli visional Officer of, 656, 
657. 

Medical Schools, teaching of different 
subjects by one teacher in, 83, 84. 
Midnapore, training in field firing and 
military manceuvres of Volunteer 
Corps, 595. 

Nawabganj, constitution of a sub- 
division at, 14. 

Private Secretary and Military, Secre- 
tary. travelling allowances t)o the 
Assistants of the offices of, 1.52. 
Simon Commission, expenditure in 
coiiiieftion with the visit of, 25, 26. 

Moitra, Srijut Jogandra Nath 

Demands for Grants — 

5A. — Hoad Cess Valuation and Re- 
valuation Estaldishnient, .55, 59. 

6. — Excise. 139. 

15. — Irrigation, 210. 

22A. — Staff and Household of the 
(iovernor— Band establishment, 

2r>i. 

22E.— Ministers, 329. 

26. -Police, 474. 

3IC — Education (Transferred) — 

Primary — Direct grants to non- 
Governnient primary schools, 527, 
52s. 

3.3A. — Public Health Establishment, 
571. 

Mora ” ombankmanta in Midnapora, 

40. 

Mukarjaa, Srijut Taraknath 

Congress Exhibition, 1928, and the 
question of not sending exhibits 
from Government Departments, 19. 
Demands for Grants — 

7. — Stamps, 161. 

31A. — Education (Transferred) — 
Recurring grant to Calcutta Uni- 
versity, 499. 


INDEX. 
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anjut rpnkntLth^concid. 

IXlnsncls for Grants — concUl. 

46A. — Stationery and Printing — Gov- 
ernment Presses (remuneration of 
press workers), 662, 663, 664. 

Free Primary education introduced 
under Mr. Biss's scheme, 19. 
Manual Instructors of High English 
Schools, 37. 

MukerlM, Mr. 8. C. 

Bow Bazar Street, granting of a license 
for a country spirit shop at No. 3, 
206. 

Burwan thana in Kandi, improvement 
of communications of, 42. 

Demands for Grants — 

6. — Excise, 137 

6A. — Excise — Superintendence, 112, 

114. 

22E.— Ministers, 319, 321. 

Excise shops, Vending of, 76, 78. 
Panchthupi Gnion Board, 36. 

NawabganJ 

Constitution of a subdivision at, 14, 
Oath, 13, 76, 206, 261, 426, 593. 

Obituary Rafartnot, 261. 

Ordith, Mr. 4 . E. 

Saorn in, 76. 

Orissa Coast Canai 

Bhaitgarh, Sectional Officer’s quarters 
at, 203 

Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

Demand for Grant — 

22 A. — Staff and Household of the 
Governor — Band establishment, 
258. 

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit 

Babu Bhupendra Kumar Sarkar, 
teacher, Hindu School, Calcutta, 21. 
Kushtia, apprehended communal 
ti-ouble at, 657, 658. 

Kuabtia, Subdivisional Officer of, 656. 


w 

Panohthupi Union 8oard, 36. 

Fassantar trains 

Sanitary arrmigements and accommo^ 
datum on, 93. 

Panaionart, Indian, 644. 

Ports and Piiotaga 

Demand for, 4S2. 

Pratidant 

Budget motions to Im' incomplete il 
reasons not supplied, 74. 

Crossing U'tween the sfM'aker and the 
Chair, 54 

Buliiig as to giving reasons fur tokeDt 
cut motions, 578. 

Prasa workara 

Remuneration of, 662. 

Primary Eduoatian 

Sf€ “ BVee Primary Etlueution.'^ 

Primary Education Bill 

.SVf “Bengal (Rural).’’ 

Privata Saoratary and Military 8aoratar]p 

Ti a veiling allowances to the Assistanta- 
of the offices of, 152. 

Prorogation, 675. 

Quartarly Civil List 

Military pension not shown in, 481. 

Quaationa on short-notioa, 262. 

Rahman, Mauivi Shamaur 

Audit fee realiwd from Co-operative- 
Societies, il87, 388. 

Co-o|)erative Societies, staff maintained^ 
for auditing the arx'ountH of, 596. 

Demands for Grants — 

6.— Excise, 136, 142. 

9B. — District) charges — Pay of tub^ 
registrars and clerks, 182. 

34B. — Agriculture — Pay of Tachnicrfi 
staff, 611. 
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Railways 

Sanitary arrangements and accommo- 
dation on passenger trains, 93. 

Jiatif, Mauivi Syttf Abdur 

Chairman, Jessore District Board, 654. 

Jlay, Dr. Kumud Sankar 

Chandana river, 79, 80. 

Compounderj*, alleged grievances of, 

542, .543. 

Demands for Grants — 

22A. — Staff and Household of the 
Governor — Subscriptlion to Indian 
News Agency Telegrams, 244. 
32C.— Grant for medical purposes— 
Grant to the Calcutta Hospital 
Nurses’ Institute, 559. 

32C. — Grant to State Medical Faculty 
of Bengal and the Bengal Council 
of Medical Registration, -549. 
47B.—Miscellam*ouH— Charges on 
account of Euroj)ean vagrants, 
etc., 667. 

'Fnridpur -Charraaguria Hailnay pro- 
ject, 21. 

Kumar river, 81. 

Medical schools, teaching of dilfeient 
subjects by one tbaidicr tii, H,‘l, 81. 

^ay, Srijut Radha Gobinda 

Demands for Grants — 

5A. — Policy of Land Revenue Ad- 
ministration. 65, 67. 

8. — Forests, 167. 

22A. — Staff and Household of the 
Governor — Baud efitablishment, 
2.51. 

22A. — Staff »md Household of the 
Governor — Private Secretary, 250, 
251, 252. 

22D.— Executive Council, 275. 

25.— Jails and Convict Settlements, 
389, 391. 

26A. — Presidency Police — Superin- 
tendence, 406. 

. S&B , — ^Superintendence (Bengal 

Police), 421. 


Ray, sniut Radha GoWnda— conrid. 
Demands for Grants — conrhf, 

26C.— District Executive Police 

Force, 435. 

26G.— Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment, 470. 

27. — Ports and Pilotage, 483. 

31B. — Education (Transferred) — 
Secondary, 524. 

32. — Medical establishment — Super- 
intendence, 547. 

33A. — Public Health Establishment, 
572, 573, 574. 

3.5. — Industries, 630. 

Gazetted officers drawing military pen- 
sion in civil employ, 481. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

All-Bengal Registration Employees’ 
Conference, resolutions of, 22, 23, 
Calcutta Registration office, fall in the 
earnings of two extra copyists in, 
90. 

Demand for Grant — 

6A. — Excise — Superinteiuh*nce, 121, 

122 . 

Registration offices, copyists of, 85. 
Registration offices m Calcutta and 
niufassal, extra copyists in, 90. 

Regiitration offloas 

Copyists ol, 85. 

Registration omoo, Calcutta 

Fall in the earnings of two extra 
copyists in, 90. 

Registration olhoio in Caloutta and 

mufaaaal 

Extra copyists in, 90. 

** Ronaldahay ” 

Sef “ Dredgers.” 

Dredger — and dredging works, 382. 

Roao, Mr. Q. F. 

Demand for Grant — 

34B. — Agriculture — Superintendence, 

608 . 
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Roy, Mmi Manmatlia Nath 

Demands for Grants — 

6. — Excise, 145. 

9 A.— Scheduled Taxes— Betting tax, 
198. 

22D. — Executive Council, 303, 304. 
24G. — Administration of Justice — 
Court of Small Causes, 361, 362. 

31. — Education (Keserved), 496. 

31 A. — Education — Grants to I niver* 
sities, 505, 507, 515. 

31C.— Grants to Local Bodies for 
Primary Education, 529, 5J10. 

33B.— Expenses in connection with 
epidemic diseases, 585. 

Simon Commission, exiieiuliture in 
connection with the visit of, 25. 
Water-supply, improvement of rural, 
148. 

Roy, Dr. Bldhan Chandra 

Demand for Grant — 

32C, Grant for medical purposes— 

(;rant to the Calcutta Ho.spital 
Nurses’ Institute. 555. 557. 

Medical Schools, t<*iicliing of dilleient 
subjects by one teacher in, 83, 81. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh 

Demand for Grant — 

22E. — Ministers, 313. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

DemaodB for Grants — 

9A.— Scheduled Taxes— Betting tax, 
197. 

26.— Police, 472. 

26G. — Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment, 469. 

32C.-4Jrant for medical purposes— 
Grant to the Calcutta Hospital 
Nurses’ Institute, 552, 666. 

Howrah Stetion, opening of the gates 
at, 37. 


Roy, Mr. KIran Btnkar 

Arrests in Calcutta and elsewhere in 
Bengal made on the 20th March 
1929, 264. 

Congress Kxliihition, 1928. and the 
question of not sending exhibits 
from Government Departments, 20, 
21 . 

Excise shops. Vending of, 78. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Batyandra 
Nath 

Demands for Grants— 

5A.— l^und Revenue Administration — 
Ward Estates Estahlishmeiit, 49. 
5A.- Hoad Cess Valuation and Re- 
valuation KstahlishmenL, 59. 

5B.— Di.stnhiition of land and settle- 
ment in Buiuiarhans, 70. 

911. —District registration charges, 
1H7 

24, — Administration of Justice. 368, 
369. 

25. —Jails and Convict St>tt)eiiients, 
'391 

Dredger “ Ronaidslniy ” and dredginp 
uorks, 3H,‘). 

Sarbadhikari, Dr. Sir Dava Proaad 

Demand for Grant— 

6A.— Excise— SuiM*niitendenee, 115. 

Barkar, Babu Bhupondra Kumar 

Teacher, Hindu School, Calcutta, 21. 

Barkor, Babu Naliniranjan 

CalcutU and Tolly’s Nala, cost o 
bridges over the canals on the norti 
and east of, 265. 

Calcutta High Court, occountu of lli 
Appellate Side of, 381, .382. 

Courts, process-serving and roenii 
establishments of, 91, 92, 93. 
Damodar Canal Project, cstimato 
cost of and allotment and expend 
ture for, 544. 
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iarfctr, Mhi NaHnlranlwi—co 

Demands for Grants — 

15. — Irritsation, 225. 

22D. — Executive Council, 277, 279. 
24. — Administration of Justice, 363, 
368. 

26C.— District Executive Police 
Force^ 439. 

34B. — Agriculture — Superintendence, 
603. 

Dredger ** Ronaldshay ” and dredgii^; 

works, 382 , 385. 

Dredgers, 650, 652. 

Dredgers “ Hurdw'an,” “ Ronaldshay ” 
and “ CViwley,” 155, 156, 157 , 658. 
Grand Trunk and DanuKlar Canals, 
loss sustained in respect/ of, 543. 

Irrigation, systlem of classification of 
the budget heads under, .546. 
Irrigation Department, exiienditure in 
connection with original works of, 
152. 

Irrigation loan, income from and 
intiprest paid for, 389. 

SoitntiAo Ofpartmantt 

Demand for, 492, 

8«l«ot CommfttM 

UejKirt on Bengal (Rural) Primary 
Education Bill, presented, 429. ' 

Stn, Srijut Niftndra Nath 

Abandonment of Embankments Nos. 3, 

5, 18 and 19 of Schedule D to the 
Bengal Embankment Act, 33, 34. 

All-Bengal Registration Employees’ 
Conference, resolutions of, 23. 
Circular Canal and Tolly’s Nala, 
bridges over, 27. 

Co-oiwrative Societies, staff maintained 
for auditing the accounts of, 696. 
Demands for Grants — 

5A. — Land Revenue Administration 
— Ward Estates Establishmeat, 51. 
5A. — Road Cess Valuation and Re- 
valuation EstaUishroent, 60. 

6. — Excise, 134, 135, 136, 140. 


8«n, Srilut Nagnntfra Natti-~concld. 

Demands for Grants — concld. 

9. — Registration fees, 191, 

9A. — Bcheduled Taxes — Betting tax, 
197. 

9B. — District charges — Pay of sub- 
registrars and clerks, 183. 

20. — Interest on other ohligations 
(Revenue settlement of estates), 
673, 674. 

22D, — Executive Council, 272, 275. 
24F. — Civil and Sessions Courts — 
Pay of officers — District and 
Sessions Judges, 3.52, 354, 

25. — Jails and Convict Settlements, 
391, .392, 393. 

26. — Police, 476. 

27. — Ports and Pilotage, 485. 

.31 A. — Education (Transferred) — 
Recurring grant to Calcutta Uni- 
versity, .500. 

41.— (bvil Works (Cnlcutta-Jessore 
Road I, 639 , 641. 

45A. — Commuted values of pensions, 
645. 

Dredger “ Ronaldshay ” and dredging 
works, 38.5. 

Fandpur-Charmaguria Railway Project, 
24. 

Female education, officer m charge of, 
93. 

Howrah Station, oiiening of the gates 

at. 38. 

Sanitary arrangements and accommo- 
dation on passenger trains, 93, 94, 
95. 

Sarkar, Babu Bhupendra Kumar, 
teaclier, Hindu School, Calcutta, 22. 

Sen Guptx, Mr. J. M. 

Arrests in Calcutta and elsewhere in 
Bengal on the 20th March, 1989, 
262, 263, 264. 

HowTah Station, opening of the gatea 
at, 38. 

Demand for Grant — 

22E. — Ministers, 323, 826. 
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^•ittorlty tf minltttrial oiloirt, 654. 


3tMrt«fiotiM qufstion, 654. 

.Will IfMkittry, 625. 

Jiiiibn Commiitiafi 

Expenditure in connection with the 
viiit of, 25. 

Btaplaton, Mr. H. E. 

Demands for Grants — 

31.— Education (Transferred) — Gov- 
ernment Arts Colleges, 519, 521. 
31A. — Education — Grants to Non- 
Government Arts Colleges, 519, 
521. 

^tata soholarthlpt for study outsids 
India, 17. 

Stationary and Printing 

Indigenous and Foreign stores, 665. 

Study outtida India 

State scholarships for, 18. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. 8. 

Demands lor Grants — 

9A. — Scheduled Taxes — Betting tax, 
199. 

15. — Irrigation, 234. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 

Co-operative Societies, staff main- 
tained for auditing the accounts of, 
595. 

Demands for Grants — 

5 A. — Road Cess Valuation and Re- 
valuation Esthblishment, 62. 

5C . — Surrey and Settlement — Major 
vSettlement Operations, 106. 

Tfppara 

Subdivision of unions into wards, 27. 
Snlj-registry office at Cliandina in, 18. 


Tokan out motloni 

Sfe “ Budget.” 

Tolly’s Nals 

See “ Calcutta.” 

See “Circular Canal.” 

Travort, Mr. W. L. 

Circular Canal and Tolly’s Nals, 
bridges over, 26. 

Demands for Grants — 

" 22D. — Exi'cutive Council. 288. 

22E. — MuuHters, 312. 

82C. — Grant for medical purposes— 
Grant to the Calcutta Hospits] 
Nurses’ Institute, 658. 

Twynsm, Mr. H. J. 

Sworn in, 206. 

Union Board alaotions 

Civil suits to set aside, 428. 

Union boards of Tipptra 

Bubdivi.siun into wards, 27. 

Vagrancy problam, 667. 

Vatarinary Aaalatant Burgaona, 95. 

Vatarinary Aaaiatant Surgaona 

Pay of. m). 

Vota Ranga 

Licence tor a Ihjuor shop to Sailendr 
Nath Cbakravarti of paper, 206. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

Demands for Grants — 

.31 - Education (Reserved), 494. 

31 A. - Education — Grunts to Dnivei 
Mitics, 605). 

Wards and Govarnmsnt Eatataa 

Employees of, 209. 

Watar-aupply 

Improvement of rural, 148. 
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